STARSK,#STRIPES.

MonNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025

A news dlgest for U.S. forces serving overseas

stripes.com

Russian breaches spark shootdown calls

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
The next time a Russian war-
plane intrudes in NATO air-
space, allies should shoot it
down, some Westernleadersand
security analysts are now argu-
ing after a series of recent incur-
sions.

Over the weekend, NATO was
forced to scramble jets once
again to track a Russian surveil-
lance plane flying over the Baltic
Sea, the latest in the string of ae-
rial incidents that European
leaders say serve as a Kremlin
test of allied resolve.

On Friday, three Russian
fighter planes spent 12 minutes
inside  Estonian  airspace,
prompting NATO aircraft to
scrambleinresponse. Thatcame
aweek after a swarm of about 20
Russian drones crossed into Po-
land, several of which were shot
down by NATO aircraft.

President Donald Trump said
Sunday at the White House that

he was prepared to assist fellow
members of the U.S.-led alliance
in the event of further Russian
escalation, but he didn’t elabo-
rate on specifics.

Numerous Western leaders
and security experts are saying a
message of unmistakable clarity
must be sent to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

“NATO’sborderinthenorthis
being tested for a response,”
Lithuanian Defense Minister
Dovile Sakaliene said in a state-
ment Saturday. “We need to
mean business.”

She and others referred to the
2015 shootdown of a Russian
fighter plane that had breached
Turkish airspace as the template
for what to do now. In that in-
stance, Turkey fired on a Rus-
sian Su-24 jet that crossed into
the country and remained for 17
seconds.

Ankara had repeatedly
warned Russia ahead of the
strike that it was prepared to fire
on offending planes if the air-

space violations persisted.

Supporters of the Turkish ap-
proach have noted that Russian
provocations ceased after the
downing of the aircraft. The pilot
was killed by rebel fire as he par-
achuted to the ground.

Czech President Petr Pavel
said in a radio interview Satur-
day that downing Russian planes
should be an option for NATO.

“Russia will very quickly real-
izethatithasmade amistake and
crossed acceptable borders,”
said Pavel, a former four-star
general who previously served
ashead of NATO’s military com-
mittee. “Unfortunately, it is ba-
lancing on the edge of the con-
flict, but it is simply not possible
to give in to evil.”

In the wake of Russia’s drone
incursion into Poland and anoth-
er the same week in Romania,
NATO has sought to build up ca-
pabilities along its eastern flank.

The Poland incursion spurred
formation of a new NATO oper-
ation called Eastern Sentry,

which aims to enhance surveil-
lance and air defenses in the
hopes of countering Russia.

But some critics say NATO
hasn’t done enough to deter the
Russians.

Andrew Michta, an expert on
European security with the At-
lantic Council, added to the cho-
rus, saying Turkey’s actions in
2015 should serve as an example
for NATO.

“The Russians will continue
violating NATO airspace until
someone learns from the Turks
and shoots down one of the in-
truders,” Michta said on X on
Sunday.

On Monday, top NATO offi-
cials were expected to convene
in Brussels after an emergency
meeting was requested by Esto-
nia under the alliance’s Article 4.

It is invoked when a member
believes its territorial integrity
hasbeenviolated. Poland alsore-
quested a similar meeting last
week when its airspace was vio-
lated on Sept. 10.

Agency calls for feedback on privatizing US commissaries

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

The Defense Commissary
Agency asked Friday for the
commercial grocery industry to
weigh in on the possible privati-
zation of 178 stores that provide
discounted groceries to military
families in the U.S.

“The purpose of this [request
for information] is to determine
whether commercial grocery
operators and investment firms
are both interested in and capa-
ble of assuming commissary op-
erations, with no government
subsidy or with a materially re-
duced subsidy, while preserving
the critical military benefit of a
23.7% average savings for au-

thorized patrons,” the agency
said in a statement Friday.

It based its decision to seek
privatization on an April memo
from Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth that called on Defense
Department components to re-
view organizational structure to
increaseefficiency and optimize
the civilian workforce. It also
called for retail and recreation
functions to be prioritized for
privatization — something that
has long been debated for com-
missaries.

The Military Officers Asso-
ciation of America said in May
that privatization of commissar-
ies would “risk a benefit that al-
lows young military families to

make ends meet and allows reti-
rees, disabled veterans and sur-
vivors to keep up with rising
costs.”

Instead, the association called
for the Pentagon to strengthen
the Defense Commissary Agen-
cy, which in some remote loca-
tions may be the only grocery
store for miles.

Friday’s request focuses on
commissaries in the continental
United States, Alaska, Hawaii
and Puerto Rico.

It seeks to understand if com-
mercial grocers would be able to
meet the Defense Department
policy that commissary shop-
pers save 23.7% as a benefit to
military service with little to no

help from the federal govern-
ment.

The commercial partner
might also have to be willing to
address an existing mainte-
nance backlog of U.S. commis-
sary facilities. This would take a
one-time investment of $2.4 bil-
lion, or $500 million annually for
five years, according to the in-
formation request. The annual
maintenance costs for the stores
is about $250 million a year.

If the Pentagon decided to
privatize commissaries, exist-
ing stores might be offered tothe
vendor rent free and in an as-is
condition, according to the re-
quest.

Proposals are due Oct. 21.
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N. Korea’s Kim open to talks with Trump

By Davip CHol
AND Y0O0JIN LEE
Stars and Stripes

North Korea’s leader ruled
out talks with Seoul but signaled
he is open to resuming dialogue
with President Donald Trump if
Washington drops its demand
that Pyongyang give up nuclear
weapons, state media reported
Monday.

Kim Jong Un made the com-
ments Sunday during a parlia-
mentary session in Pyongyang,
according to the Korean Central
News Agency.

Herecalled his pervious sum-
mits with Trump fondly and
said the two nations could coex-
ist peacefully.

“If the U.S. abandons its ab-
surd obsession on denucleariza-
tion, acknowledges the reality
and seeks peaceful coexistence
with us, there is no reason for us
not to talk with the U.S.,” Kim

was quoted as saying.

The remarks came a month
after Trump expressed interest
in meeting Kim face to face
again.

At an Aug. 25 news confe-
rence with South Korean Presi-
dent Lee Jae Myung in Wash-
ington, Trump said he got along
with Kim and wanted to arrange
a meeting at the earliest oppor-
tunity.

Lee also voiced support, call-
ing Trump a “peacemaker” and
offering South Korea’s role as a
“pacemaker” in potential nego-
tiations.

Kim’s influential sister, Kim
Yo Jong, said in July that her
brother’s relationship with
Trump was “not bad.”

Trump and Kim first met in
Singapore in 2018 and again in
Vietnam in 2019.

Their second summit col-
lapsed without agreement after

North Korea pressed for exten-
sive relief from U.N. sanctions
in exchange for partial denu-
clearization.

Washington insisted that Py-
ongyang first take substantial
steps toward giving up its nucle-
ar program.

North Korea later disputed
the U.S. account of the talks,
saying it sought only limited
sanctions relief.

Despite significant leader-
ship changes in Washington and
Seoul over recent years, U.S.
and South Korean policy toward
Pyongyang has remained large-
ly consistent across presidential
administrations, maintaining
that negotiations are always
possible.

Former Presidents Joe Biden
and Yoon Suk Yeol both also
said they were open to talks with
the country.

Butin his latest remarks, Kim

dismissed prospects for en-
gagement with the South, de-
scribing it as a “hostile nation.”

“There 1is absolutely no
chance that we will sit face to
face with South Korea, nor will
we cooperate in any way,” Kim
said, according to KCNA.

He added that the two Koreas
have “practically existed as two
separate countries for decades
in the international communi-
ty.”

In response, South Korean
Unification Ministry spokes-
man Koo Byongsam told report-
ers Monday that Seoul does not
seek “any kind of unification by
absorption or any hostile activ-
ities” against the North.

“The government will work to
resolve hostilities between the
two countries and develop a
peaceful relationship based on
eased tensions and restored
trust,” he said.

Woman donates part of
lottery prize to NMCRS

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

Carrie Edwards just knew
the right thing to do with her
$150,000 lottery prize was to
donate it.

“I just thought the best thing
I could do was give it all away
and use the opportunity to raise
(charitable organizations’) pro-
files as well as demonstrate and
model to people how important
it is that when you’re blessed to
bless other people,” she said.

Edwards, who lives in the
Richmond, Va., area, received
her prize Tuesday and split the
winnings evenly between three
organizations, including the
Navy-Marine Corps Relief So-
ciety, which provides resourc-
es for active-duty Marines and
sailors and also veterans.

The NMCRS has always been
a part of Edwards’ life.

Her father, Peter Swanson,
graduated from the Naval
Academy in 1949 and retired as
a captain in 1976.

Swanson was a fighter pilot
who then became the navigator
of the USS Enterprise, Ed-
wards said.

He spent the last five years of
his career working in the Pen-
tagon with Adm. James Hollo-
way, who commanded the En-
terprise and eventually be-
came the chief of naval oper-
ations.

“When I won this, I thought,
‘What better way to honor the
legacy of my dad and our fam-
ily ... than to keep that tradition
going with this lottery win,””
Edwards said.

Dominican Republic: Drugs
on boat struck by US Navy

Associated Press

BOGOTA, Colombia — Au-
thorities in the Dominican Re-
public said Sunday they have
confiscated some of the cocaine
transported by a speedboat that
was destroyed recently by the
U.S. Navy, as the Trump admin-
istration carries out a contro-
versial anti-narcotics mission in
the southern Caribbean.

In a press conference, the Do-
minican Republic’s National
Directorate for Drug Control
said it recovered 377 packages
of cocaine from the boat which
was allegedly carrying 1,000
kilograms of the drug.

Officials said the boat was de-
stroyed about 80 nautical miles
south of Isla Beata, a small is-
land that belongs to the Domin-
ican Republic. They said the

Dominican Republic’s navy
worked in conjunction with U.S.
authorities to locate the boat,
which was allegedly trying to
dock in the Dominican Republic
and use the nation to transport
cocaine to the United States.

“This is the first time in histo-
ry that the United States and the
Dominican Republic carry out a
joint operation against narco
terrorismin the Caribbean,” the
directorate said in a statement.

In August, the U.S. sent eight
warships and a submarine to
the southern Caribbean, in what
the Trump administration has
said was a mission to fight drug
trafficking.

The White House says the flo-
tilla has destroyed three boats
so far in strikes that have killed
more than a dozen aboard.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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rump declares
irk a martyr for
merican freedom

The Washington Post

PHOENIX — Republicans
extolled conservative activist
Charlie Kirk at a memorial Sun-
day as a religious leader of al-
most biblical stature who trans-
formed the party and was crit-
ical to delivering the presidency
to Donald Trump.

More than a dozen of the par-
ty’s most powerful leaders pre-
dicted that Kirk’s slaying will
galvanize their political move-
ment for generations to come.

“He’s amartyr now for Amer-
ican freedom,” President Do-
nald Trump said after walking
onstage to a fireworks display
while country singer Lee
Greenwood performed “God
Bless the USA.” “I know I speak
for everyone here today when I
say that none of us will ever for-
get Charlie Kirk, and neither
now will history.”

Supporters of the 31-year-old
co-founder of Turning Point
USA packed into the Arizona
Cardinals’ stadium, creating an
unprecedented event that com-
bined elements of an old-fash-
ioned tent revival with the trap-
pings of a political rally. Posters
of Kirk and his family adorned
the interior. Packets of tissues
had been placed on the seats,
along with Turning Point plac-
ards. Thousands of people who
could not fit into the venue
spilled into a nearby arena.
Christian worship and gospel
music played as people waved
“Never Surrender” signs, in-
voking one of Trump’s cam-
paign slogans made popular in
2024 after he survived an assas-
sination attempt.

Vice President JD Vance, five
Trump Cabinet officials, Char-
lie Kirk’s widow, Erika Kirk,
and other speakers delivered at

times emotional remembrances
of Kirk behind bulletproof
glass, a doleful reminder of the
shooting on Sept. 10 that had
brought them here. Many of the
speakers invoked religious war-
fare in response to the widely
viewed Killing in the middle of
an outdoor appearance on a
Utah college campus. But the
crowd rose to its feet in ap-
plause when Erika Kirk, dab-
bing tears from her eyes, said
that she forgave the shooting
suspect.

With Super Bowl-level secur-
ity and most of the presidential
line of succession in attendance,
the event marked an extraor-
dinary memorial for an influ-
encer who never held public of-
fice and was not known to broad
swaths of the American public
before the attack. Many of
Trump’s political opponents
have criticized the level of re-
sources and time that the ad-
ministration has devoted to
Kirk, who made polarizing and
offensive remarks in his pod-
casts and college campus de-
bates about Black people, wom-
en and transgender individuals.

Vance said that so many
Trump administration officials
had traveled to the service be-
cause Kirk was a friend and also
because “we know we wouldn’t
be here without him.” Susie
Wiles, White House chief of
staff, credited him with turning
out young voters central to
Trump’s victory, calling them
“Charlie’s Army.”

The five-hour event blended
religious fervor with militant
politics, as Trump’s allies in-
voked Kirk’s legacy to position
the conservative movement as a
near-apocalyptic clash of truth
and goodness against enemies.

Bribery investigation of
border czar shut down

The Washington Post

The Trump administration’s
border czar, Tom Homan, was
caught on tape accepting a bag
filled with $50,000 in cash from
undercover FBI agents in Texas
in September 2024, when he
was a private citizen, according
to two people familiar with the
matter and a government docu-
ment confirming the existence
of the probe.

At the time, Homan was being
floated for a top immigration job
in the incoming administration
and allegedly took the money
from agents posing as business-
men in exchange for potentially
helping the men land contracts
related to immigration enforce-
ment if President Donald
Trump won the election, the
people said.

The Justice Department, in
the final months of the Biden ad-
ministration, launched a brib-
ery investigation into Homan,
but the Trump administration
shut it down, citing a lack of

“credible evidence” and calling
it a “political investigation.”

The investigation stemmed
from an unrelated counterintel-
ligence probe — which Homan
was not the target of — during
which undercover FBI agents
met the chief executive of a gov-
ernment contracting business
focused on immigration oper-
ations and detention manage-
ment. That executive proposed
in front of the undercover
agents to pay $1 million to Ho-
man in exchange for a contract,
and a plan was hatched in which
the undercover agents would
meet Homan and pay him the
cash, according to the people fa-
miliar with the situation, who
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because they were not
authorized to discuss it publicly.

The case was launched in the
Western District of Texas, but
the Justice Department’s Pub-
lic Integrity Section became in-
volved in November 2024, one
of the people said.

White House ends annual
report on hunger in US

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Trump administration is end-
ing the federal government’s
annual report on hunger in
America, stating that it had
become “overly politicized”
and “rife with inaccuracies.”

The decision comes two and
a half months after President
Donald Trump signed legisla-
tion sharply reducing food aid
to the poor.

The Congressional Budget
Office has estimated that the
tax and spending cuts bill Re-
publicans muscled through
Congress in July means 3 mil-
lion people would not qualify
for food stamps, also known as
SNAP benefits.

In a news release Saturday,
the USDA said its 2024 House-

hold Food Security Report, to
be released Oct. 22, would be
the last.

“The questions used to col-
lect the data are entirely sub-
jective and do not present an
accurate picture of actual food
security,” the USDA said.
“The data is rife with inaccu-
racies slanted to create a nar-
rative that is not representa-
tive of what is actually hap-
pening in the countryside as
we are currently experiencing
lower poverty rates, increas-
ing wages, and job growth un-
der the Trump Administra-
tion.”

The Census Bureau report-
ed earlier this month that the
U.S. poverty rate dipped from
11% in 2023 to 10.6% last year,
before Trump took office.
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UN head:

Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — World
leaders began gathering Mon-
day at one of the most volatile
moments in the United Nations’
80-year history, and the chal-
lengesthey face are as dire asev-
erifnotmore so: unyielding wars
in Gaza and Ukraine, escalating
changes in the U.S. approach to
the world, hungry people every-
where and technologies that are
advancing faster than the under-
standing of how to manage them.

The United Nations, which
emerged from World War II’s
rubble on the premise that na-
tions would work together to
tackle political, social and finan-
cial issues, is in crisis itself. As
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres said last week: “Interna-
tional cooperation is straining

Meeting can’t be ‘posturing’

under pressures unseen in our
lifetimes.”

Yetthe annual high-level gath-
ering at the U.N. General As-
sembly will bring presidents,
prime ministers and monarchs
from about 150 of the 193 U.N.
member nations to U.N. head-
quarters. The secretary-general
saysitisanopportunity thatcan’t
be missed — even in the most
challenging of moments.

“Wearegatheringinturbulent
— even uncharted — waters,”
Guterres said. He pointed to,
among other specters, “our plan-
etoverheating, new technologies
racing ahead without guardrails,
inequalities widening by the
hour.”

Guterres said he will use the
more than 150 one-on-one meet-
ingshe has withleaders and min-

isters to urge that they speak to
each other, bridge divides, re-
ducerisksand find solutions—to
conflicts, to keep the planet from
increased warming, to put guar-
drails on fast-expanding artifi-
cial intelligence, and to find
funding forlagging U.N. goals for
2030including ending poverty in
all countries and ensuring quali-
ty education for every child.

He said leaders must make
progress, not merely engage in
“posturing and promises.”

But U.N. watchers say thatina
deeply polarized world, with no
prospects of ceasefires in Gaza,
Ukraine and Sudan, whether the
high-level meeting makes any
progress remains a big question
mark.

Richard Gowan, U.N. director
for the International Crisis

Group, said he is confident three
topics will dominate— President
Donald Trump’s first appear-
ance in his second term, the hor-
rific situationin Gaza,and what’s
next for the United Nations as it
grapples with major funding and
staff cuts, mainly due to the cut-
offin U.S. paymentstoitsregular
and peacekeeping budgets.

Gowan said he expects the
nearly two-year war in Gaza to
be the central issue, as Israel
launches a major offensive in
Gaza City forcing thousands to
flee and following a report by in-
dependent experts commis-
sioned by the U.N. Human
Rights Council that accused Is-
rael of committing genocide in
Gaza. Israel rejected the allega-
tion, calling the report “distorted
and false.”

In China visit, US lawmakers
push for military dialogue

Associated Press

BANGKOK — A bipartisan
group of TU.S. lawmakers
pushed for more military-to-
military dialogue in a meeting
Sunday with China’s Premier
Li Qiang, a rare congressional
visit since the U.S.-China rela-
tions soured.

The last trip by senators was
in 2023, and Sunday’s delega-
tion was the first from the
House of Representatives to
visit Beijing since 2019.

Li welcomed the delegates
led by Rep. Adam Smith and
called it an “icebreaking trip
that will further the ties be-
tween the two countries.”

“It is important for our two
countries to have more ex-
changes and cooperation, this
is not only good for our two
countries but also of great sig-
nificance to the world,” Li
said.

Smith, a Democrat on the
House Armed Services Com-
mittee, said both sides were in

agreement on the overarching
aim of the visit.

“Certainly, trade and econo-
my is on the top of the list ...
(but also) we’re very focused
on our military-to-military
conversations,” he said in
opening remarks. “As a mem-
ber of the Armed Services
Committee, I'm deeply con-
cerned that our two militaries
don’t communicate more.”

The delegation also included
Michael Baumgartner, a Repu-
blican member of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, as
well as Ro Khanna and Chris-
sy Houlahan, both Democrats
on the House Armed Services
Committee.

President Donald Trump
said he would meet Chinese
leader Xi Jinping at a regional
summit taking place at the end
of October in South Korea and
will visit China in the “early
part of next year,” following a
lengthy phone call between the
two on Friday.

Super typhoon forces
Philippines evacuations

Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines—Thou-
sands of people were evacuated
from northern Philippine villages
and schools and offices were
closed Monday in the archipelago
and neighboring Taiwan as one of
this year’s strongest typhoons
threatened to cause flooding and
landslides on its way to southeas-
tern China.

Super Typhoon Ragasa had
sustained winds of 134 mph with
gusts of up to 183 mph when it
slammed into Panuitan island off
Cagayan province in mid-after-
noon Monday, Philippine fore-
casters said.

Tropical cyclones with sus-
tained winds of 115 mph or higher
are categorized in the Philippines
as a super typhoon, a designation
adopted years ago to underscore
the urgency tied to such extreme
weather disturbances.

Ragasa was forecast to remain
inthe South China Sea atleastinto
Wednesday while passing south
of Taiwan and Hong Kong before

landfall on the Chinese mainland.

The Philippines’ weather agen-
cy warned of coastal inundation,
saying “there is a high risk of life-
threatening storm surge with
peak heights exceeding nearly 10
feet within the next 24 hours over
the low-lying or exposed coastal
localities” of the northern prov-
inces of Cagayan, Batanes, Ilocos
Norte and Ilocos Sur.

Power was knocked out on Ca-
layan island and in the entire
northern mountain province of
Apayao, west of Cagayan, offi-
cials said. There were noimmedi-
atereportsof casualties or further
damage from Ragasa, whichislo-
cally called Nando.

Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. suspended gov-
ernment work and all classes
Monday in the capital and 29
provinces in northern Luzon.
More than 8,200 people were
evacuated to safety in Cagayan,
1,220 fled to emergency shelters
in Apayao, which is prone to flash
floods and landslides.
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State holds ancient
spear-throwing contest

ADDISON — Celine

Thouin learned a lot
as a student at Franklin Pierce
University, and one of the skills
she has held onto the longest is
how to use an ancient spear-
throwing tool.

She got to share that skill with
fellow Vermonters on Saturday.
Thouin, 38 and a veteran of the
Franklin Pierce atlatl team, was
one of a few dozen participants
in the Northeast Open Atlatl
Championship in Addison.

Humans invented the atlatl
thousands of years ago for use
as a spear-throwing hunting
tool. Now, they are the passion
of a group of hobbyists and an-
thropology lovers who see the
atlatl as a way to learn about his-
tory and have fun.

“I think it’s just a low-pres-
sure sport. Really, really fun,”
said Thouin, who won the 2020
competition and whose children
are also atlatl enthusiasts. “It’s
also experimental archaeology,
which is incredibly fun. We get
to use the same weapons that
were used 15,000 years ago all
over the world.”

The competition took place at
Chimney Point State Historic
Site in Addison. It was the 30th
annual event, organizers said.

1 dead, 2 wounded in
country club shooting

N NASHUA — Pa-
trons at a restaurant
acted quickly and selflessly to
stop a gunman who opened fire
while a wedding was taking
place at a New Hampshire
country club, averting a worse
tragedy, authorities said Sun-
day.
One person was Kkilled and

two others were wounded by
gunfire Saturday night before a
suspect was taken into custody
in a nearby neighborhood not
long after the shooting, author-
ities said.

The gunfire killed Robert De-
Cesare Jr., 59, at Sky Meadow
Country Club in Nashua, said
New Hampshire Attorney Gen-
eral John Formella and Nashua
Police Chief Kevin Rourke.
They said the suspect was Hun-
ter Nadeau, 23, of Nashua, and
that he had been arrested and
charged with one count of sec-
ond-degree murder for know-
ingly shooting DeCesare.

Nadeau was a former em-
ployee of the club, Formella
said, adding that Nadeau made
a number of statements during
the shooting and appeared to be
attempting to cause chaos in the
moment as opposed to showing
a hate-based motivation. Wit-
nesses reported that Nadeau
said “Free Palestine” during the
confusion.

Some witnesses said someone
struck Nadeau with a chairin an
attempt to subdue him. Formel-
la cited “selfless acts of courage
by the patrons in the restaurant
who put aside care for their own
safety and worked to intervene
and stop the shooter.”

Costco warns of listeria
recall for some seafood

F MIAMI — Ahi Tuna

Wasabi Poke sold at
Costco stores under the big box
giant’s Kirkland Signature
brand got recalled Saturday be-
cause the dish might have liste-
ria.

Manufacturer Western Unit-
ed Fresh Co. doing business as
Annasea Foods Group said in its
recall notice they made the
move, “after being notified by

our green onion supplier of a
Listeria monocytogenes posi-
tive test result in the green on-
ions which were used only in
Ahi Tuna Wasabi Poke on 9/17/
2025 (Wednesday). We are con-
tinuing to work with our green
onion supplier to determine the
root cause.”

Former VP Mike Pence
has new job teaching

v FAIRFAX — Former

Vice President Mike
Pence will teach political sci-
ence at George Mason Universi-
ty in 2026.

Pence has been named a dis-
tinguished Professor of Prac-
tice at the institution’s Schar
School of Policy and Govern-
ment. George Mason said
Pence, who served as Vice Pres-
ident to President Donald
Trump from 2017-2021, will
start contributing to undergrad-
uate courses in spring 2026.

In addition to classes, Pence
will also contribute to public-
facing seminars that explore the
intersection of politics, leader-
ship, and national governance.

The former vice president is
also expected to share lessons
drawn from his experience on
the campaign trail, in the West
Wing, and as president of the
U.S. Senate.

Nearly 200 march 160
miles for democracy

D WASHINGTON —
Over the span of 14
days, nearly 200 people

marched from Philadelphia to
Washington, D.C., in defense of
democracy.

From children to the elderly,
members of the We Are Amer-
ica march arrived in the na-
tion’s capital on a warm and

sunny Friday afternoon, tired
but joyous, where they were
greeted with hugs and cheers
from supporters and members
of Congress.

The mission of their spraw-
ling walk was to unite a move-
ment strong enough to hold
America’s leaders accountable
in the face of mass firings at
government agencies, the fed-
eral takeover of the District of
Columbia’s law enforcement
and myriad disagreements with
actions made by the Trump ad-
ministration and President Do-
nald Trump himself.

Marchers from across the
country gathered in Philadel-
phia, then trekked through Ne-
wark, N.J.; Wilmington, Del,;
Baltimore and beyond. Along
the way they were housed in
churches or at people’s homes.
One night the group camped
outdoors.

SpaceX launches on
pace to break record

F ORLANDO —

SpaceX’s sunrise
launch from Cape Canaveral on
Sunday was the 80th launch of
the year on the Space Coast,
which is on track to break the
annual record and surpass 100
for the year.

A Falcon 9 carrying 28 more
of SpaceX’s Starlink satellites
on the Starlink 10-27 mission
lifted off from Canaveral’s
Space Launch Complex 40 at
6:53 a.m. The first-stage booster
made its 11th flight with a recov-
ery landing downrange on the
droneship A Shortfall of Gravi-
tas stationed in the Atlantic.

SpaceX has flown 76 of the 80
orbital flights from either Ken-
nedy Space Center or Cape Ca-
naveral so far this year.

— From wire reports
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Eagles block FG to cap big comeback vs. Rams

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Jordan
Davis blocked a field-goal at-
tempt by Los Angeles’ Joshua
Karty on the final play of the
game and returned it 61 yards
for a touchdown — Philadel-
phia’s second blocked kick of the
fourth quarter — to give the Ea-
gles an exhilarating 33-26 win
over the Rams on Sunday.

LA (2-1) led 26-21 midway
through the fourth when Jalen
Carter blocked Karty’s 36-yard
try, and Jalen Hurts then led Su-
per Bowl champion Philadel-
phia (3-0) on a 17-play, 91-yard
drive for the go-ahead score.
That left 1:48 on the clock for
Matthew Stafford, who led the
Rams into position for Karty’s
44-yard attempt with 3 seconds
left.

The Eagles slogged through a
listless first half and trailed 26-7
in the third quarter after Staf-
ford’s second TD pass of the
game. Karty had already kicked
four field goals for LA, which
lost a tight NFC divisional-
round playoff game to Philly last
season.

Buccaneers 29, Jets 27:
Baker Mayfield led host Tampa
Bay to another thrilling finish,
Chase McLaughlin kicked a 36-
yard field goal as time expired
and the Buccaneers rallied for a
win over New York for their best
start in 20 years.

Tampa Bay (3-0) overcame a
late surge by the Jets (0-3), who
erased a 17-point deficit in the
fourth quarter to take the lead
before Mayfield orchestrated a
scoring drive in the closing min-
utes for the third straight week.

McLaughlin’s winning kick
came less than two minutes af-
ter Will McDonald blocked his
43-yard attempt and returned it
50 yards for a touchdown to put
New York ahead 27-26 with 1:49
remaining.

Browns 13, Packers 10:
Andre Szmyt kicked a SS-yard
field goal as time expired and
host Cleveland rallied from a
10-0 deficit with under four min-
utes left to beat Green Bay.

The Browns (1-2) snapped an
eight-game losing streak dating
to last season when it appeared
for much of the game they might
be shut out. But the defense kept
them in it with four sacks and
came up with the key turnover
which resulted in it being tied.

The Packers (2-1) appeared
as if they might win with a last-
minute field goal when they
drove to the Cleveland 25, but
Shelby Harris blocked a43-yard
field goal attempt by Brandon
McManus and Greg Newsome
Il recovered at the 47.

Colts 41, Titans 20: Jonathan
Taylor ran for 102 yards and
three touchdowns and visiting
Indianapolis continued its best
start since 2009 by beating hap-
less Tennessee.

Kenny Moore put the Colts
ahead to stay on the third offen-
sive play of the game. He picked
off rookie Cam Ward and went
32 yards for the pick-6. Tyquan
Lewis had two of Indy’s four
sacks in a game it outgained the
Titans 145-34 and led 17-3 after
the first quarter in a game the
Colts controlled throughout.

Panthers 30, Falcons O:
Bryce Young ran for a touch-
down, Chau Smith-Wade re-
turned an interception 11 yards
for a score and rookie Ryan Fitz-
gerald made three field goals as
host Carolina routed Atlanta for
its first win of the season.

Young was 16 of 24 for 121
yards, but played mistake free
after turning the ball over five
timesin the previous two games.

Steelers 21, Patriots 14: Aa-
ron Rodgers threw a go-ahead
17-yard touchdown pass to Cal-
vin Austin III with 2:16 left, and
visiting Pittsburgh beat New
England.

Rodgers passed for 139 yards
and two touchdowns, Kenneth
Gainwell ran for a 1-yard TD
and the Steelers’ defense forced
five turnovers to help Pitts-
burgh (2-1) win in Foxborough
for the first time since 2008.

Jaguars 17, Texans 10: Tre-
vor Lawrence found Brian Tho-
mas Jr. for a 46-yard gain, Tra-

vis Etienne scored on the next
play and host Jacksonville held
on to beat Houston.

It was the Jaguars’ first win
over the Texans at home since
2017. Houston had won 12 of the
previous 14 in the AFC South se-
ries.

Vikings 48, Bengals 10:
Isaiah Rodgers helped make
Carson Wentz’s debut at quar-
terback for host Minnesota a
rousing success, setting a Vik-
ings record with two defensive
touchdowns and forcing three of
Cincinnati’s five turnovers in a
romp for the worst loss in Ben-
gals history.

Jordan Mason rushed for 116
yards and two scores on just 16
attempts, Will Reichard made a
62-yard field goal — the longest
in Minnesota history — as the
first half ended and Wentz
threw for two touchdowns over
three quarters before yielding
the mop-up work to rookie Max
Brosmer.

49ers 16, Cardinals 15: Re-
cently signed kicker Eddy Pi-
neiro made a 35-yard field goal
on the final play to give San
Francisco a home win over Ari-
zona for its third straight win to
open the season.

The 49ers (3-0) overcame an
injury to Nick Bosa, the absence
of starting quarterback Brock
Purdy and a tiebreaking safety
allowed with 3:15 to play to eke
out the win.

Bears 31, Cowboys 14: Ca-
leb Williams tied a career high
with four touchdown passes and
host Chicago gave Ben Johnson
his first win as an NFL head
coach by beating Dallas.

The Bears (1-2) got a win they
sorely needed coming off a 52-21
blowout loss at Detroit. Johnson
called out his team’s practice
habits during the week, saying
they weren’t “championship-
caliber.” But he had to like what
he saw against the Cowboys
1-2).

Chargers 23, Broncos 20:
Justin Herbert found Keenan
Allen for a tying touchdown with
2:44 remaining and thenled host

Los Angeles into position for Ca-
meron Dicker’s game-ending
43-yard field goal as the Char-
gers beat Denver for its first 3-0
start since 2002.

After Herbert eluded the
Broncos’ pass rush and connect-
ed with Allen — who fought off
Riley Morris in the end zone for
the 20-yard score — Bo Nix and
Denver (1-2) went three-and-
out. That set up Herbert and LA
on their 32, and he went 4 of 4 on
the final drive.

Chiefs 22, Giants 9: Patrick
Mahomes connected with Ty-
quan Thornton for a touchdown
as part of a vintage performance
of slinging the ball around like
the version of himself that made
visiting Kansas City perennial
championship contenders, and
the Chiefs picked up their first
win of the season by beating
New York.

Mahomes completed 22 of 37
passes for 224 yards. His on-the-
run 33-yard throw to Thornton
midway through the fourth
quarter set up Kareem Hunt’s 1-
yard TD run that put the game
away and sent many fans to the
exits.

Commanders 41, Raiders
24: A reconfigured Washington
offense — nearly half the start-
ers were different from a game
ago, including quarterback
Marcus Mariota filling in for an
injured Jayden Daniels — pro-
duced 201 yards on the ground,
174 inthe first half alone, and the
host Commanders beat Las Ve-
gas.

In his first NFL start since
2022 with Atlanta, Mariota went
15 for 21 for 206 yards with a late
touchdown through the air, and
ran six times for 40 yards, in-
cluding a 2-yard TD on the
game’s opening possession.

Seahawks 44, Saints 13:
Rookie Tory Horton returned a
punt 9S yards for atouchdown—
the longest punt return in Seat-
tle franchise history — and
caught one of Sam Darnold’s
two TD passes in the host Sea-
hawks’ rout of winless New Or-
leans.
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Blaney wins 2nd-round NASCGAR playoff opener

Associated Press

LOUDON,N.H.—Inaracein
which Fords were fastest at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway,
Ryan Blaney was barely best in
class for the second-round open-
er of the NASCAR Cup Series
playoffs.

The 2003 Cup champion led
116lapsinhisNo.12 Mustang, in-
cluding the final 39, but still had
to fend off a furious charge by
runner-up Josh Berry, who
closed within a few car lengths
with 10 laps left before overdriv-
ing a corner.

Blaney pulled away to win by
0.937 seconds Sunday in his
third victory of the season and
16th of his career.

“That was probably the har-
dest 20 laps that I drove,” the
Team Penske driver said. “Iwas
trying to kind of bide my stuff
and pull Josh a little bit, then he
really started coming. It was all I
could do to hold him off, trying
new lanes. That was good and
clean racing. I appreciate Josh
for not throwing me the bumper
when he could have.

“What a cool day, what a cool

weekend. Super fast car. Really
have been strong through the
playoffs. It’s great to get a win in
the first race of the round.”

Blaney, who is trying to reach
the Championship 4 season fi-
nale for the third straight year,
became the first driver to ad-
vance into one of the eight avail-
able spots in the third round of
the Cup playoffs.

Berry, whose No. 21 Wood
Brothers Racing Ford has a
competitive  alliance  with
Penske, overcame a spin on the
82nd lap and rebounded from
his first-round elimination after
finishing last in each of the first
three races in the playoffs.

“Itwas definitely an awesome
day,” said Berry, wholed101aps.
“Hats off to Ryan at the end. All
our cars were really strong, and
Ryan did a great job there. I was
honestly surprised I was able to
keep him honest at the end.

“Just a shame to finish sec-
ond, but after the last couple of
weeks, it feels good. This is defi-
nitely what we’re capable of,
and hopefully we can keep it go-
ing.”

The Fords backed up theirim-
pressive performances in quali-
fying Saturday when Penske
star Joey Logano won the pole
position to cap a sweep of the top
three starting spots with Blaney
and Berry. The same trioled 273
of 301 laps Sunday.

William Byron was the high-
est-finishing Chevrolet driverin
third.

“It was a good day overall,”
said Byron, who is the highest-
ranked driver behind Blaney in
the playoff standings with two
races left in the second round.
“Penske guys were super fast. I
felt like they were in another zip
code.”

Logano took fourth after lead-
ing a race-high 147 laps in the
No. 22 Ford. The Middletown,
Conn., native started from the
pole for the first time at New
Hampshire, which he considers
his home track.

After qualifying 27th, last
among the 12 playoff drivers,
Chase Elliott finished fifth.

Christopher Bell took sixth as
the top finishing Toyota driver
for Joe Gibbs Racing, which

went undefeated in the first
round of the playoffs.

Kyle Larson took seventh, and
Ross Chastain ninth as playoff
drivers took eight of the top 10
spots on the 1.058-mile oval.

The race turned awkward for
JGR on Lap 110 when Denny
Hamlin spun teammate Ty
Gibbs into the Turn 2 wall while
racing for 11th. Gibbs, the only
JGR driver who failed to qualify
for the playoffs, seemed to be
impeding the progress of team-
mates Hamlin and Christopher
Bell when the incident hap-
pened.

After the wreck, Hamlin
questioned whether the grand-
son of team owner Joe Gibbs
was getting preferential treat-
ment. “Are they afraid to talk to
him? That’s what I feel like,”
Hamlin radioed his team.
“They’re just scared of him.”

Ty Gibbs briefly returned to
the track before being forced to
the garage with damage to his
Camry. He finished 34th and re-
fused to address the incident or
what Hamlin said when asked
directly about both.

Aces’ Wilson becomes first WNBA player to win four MVPs

Associated Press

Las Vegas Aces star A’ja Wilson is in a
class by herself, winning the WNBA MVP
for an unprecedented fourth time.

She won the award last season as the
unanimous choice and alsoin 2020 and 2022.
Sheryl Swoopes, Lisa Leslie and Lauren
Jackson all won the award three times.

“It’s not going to hit me until the end of the
season honestly; it is truly a blessing to be
whereIam.Idon’tthinkIcould ever putinto
words how special this moment is,” Wilson
said hours before Las Vegas lost Game 1 of
the WNBA semifinal series to the Indiana
Fever. “My name is in the history books for-
ever.”

Wilson and former Houston Comets star
Cynthia Cooper were the only ones to win
the award unanimously. Cooper was the on-
ly other player to winit in consecutive years,
doing so in the first two seasons of the
WNBA (1997, 98).

The 29-year-old Wilson again led the

league in scoring (23.4 points per game) as
well as blocked shots (2.3) and helped the
Aceswin theirlast 16 regular-season games,
earning the No. 2 seed in the playoffs. For
the second consecutive season, Wilson aver-
aged at least 20 points, 10 rebounds, 2 as-
sists, 2 blocks and a steal per game. She is
the only WNBA player to reach these aver-
ages in a season while playing at least 15
games.

“The fact she’s not even 30 yet is crazy,”
Las Vegas coach Becky Hammon said. “She
still has a lot left in the tank. There’s still ar-
eas that she knows she can improve in and
she will. Every year she’s coming back and
adding something different to her game. Ev-
eryone talks about the Mount Rushmore of
basketball faces. ... There’s no Mount Rush-
more, you're the only one, you're Everest.”

The league surprised Wilson on Friday,
with WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engel-
bert and Wilson’s boyfriend, Miami Heat
star Bam Adebayo, presenting the trophy to

her at the end of practice.

“It hasn’t been easy for us, they counted
us out,” an emotional Wilson said to her
teammates after receiving the award.

“They wrote us all off, but we showed up
every single day. We worked our (butts) off.
...Ithasmyname onit, butit’sall of us. There
is no (award) without each and every last
one of you guys.”

Wilson was also honored as the league’s
Co-Defensive Player of the Year, along with
Minnesota’s Alanna Smith, earning that
award earlier this week for a third time in
four seasons.

Lynx forward Napheesa Collier (534
points) finished runner-up for MVP for the
second consecutive season. She received 18
first-place votes. Phoenix Mercury forward
Alyssa Thomas was third (291 points) and
garnered the other three top votes. Atlanta
Dream guard Allisha Gray (180) and Fever
guard Kelsey Mitchell (93 points) rounded
out the top five vote-getters.



PaGce 8

e STRIPES LITE °

Monday, September 22, 2025

Blue Jays 1st in AL to get playoff spot

Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Vladi-
mir Guerrero Jr. and Andres Gi-
menez drove in two runs apiece
as the Toronto Blue Jays beat
the Kansas City Royals 8-S Sun-
day and clinched a playoff
berth.

Torontois the first team in the
American League to secure a
spot in the playoffs, returning to
the postseason for the first time
since 2023, and improved its
AL-best and AL East-leading
record to 90-66.

The Blue Jays scored three
runs in the second inning on
run-scoring hits by Gimenez,
Tyler Heineman and George
Springer. Guerrero hit a two-
run double in the fifth and Addi-
son Barger followed with an
RBI double to give Toronto a 6-2
lead.

After Kansas City cut its def-
icit to 6-5, Ernie Clement and
Gimenez had RBI hits in the
eighth to extend the Jays’lead to
8-S.

Toronto starter Trey Yesav-
age worked four innings, allow-
ing four runs on five hits while
walking three and striking out
two. Seranthony Dominguez
(4-4) pitched 1% innings for the
win, and Jeff Hoffman recorded
his 32nd save of the season.

Reds 1, Cubs O: Surging Cin-
cinnati beat visiting Chicago
and moved into a tie with the
New York Mets for the final wild
card spot in the National
League.

The Reds have won a season-
high five straight games and six
of seven. The Mets lost to the Na-
tionals earlier in the day.

Cincinnati starter Andrew
Abbott allowed five hitsin 4% in-
nings before the Reds turned to
the bullpen. Nick Martinez (11-
13) pitched 2/ shutout innings.
Graham Ashcraft allowed one
hit in the eighth.

Twins 6, Guardians 2: Brooks
Lee hit a go-ahead, two-run
homer in the sixth, pinch-hitter
Royce Lewis had a three-run
shot in the seventh and host

Minnesota ended Cleveland’s
10-game winning streak.

The Guardians lost for only
the fourth time in 20 games and
missed a chance to pull even
with Detroit in the AL Central
after Atlanta finished off a
sweep of the Tigers.

The Twins, who never led and
were outscored 20-2 in losing
the first three games in the se-
ries, grabbed a 3-2 lead when
Lee greeted reliever Matt Festa
(5-4) with his 16th home run.

Marlins 4, Rangers 2: Otto
Lopez got three hits, drove in a
run and scored another as visit-
ing Miami won its sixth game in
arow over Texasin amatchup of
teams unlikely to make the
playoffs, but still mathematical-
ly alive with six games left.

Wyatt Langford hit his 22nd
homer for the Rangers (79-77),
whose seven-game losing streak
is their longest this season. Tex-
as was five games behind Hous-
ton, which holds the tiebreaker,
for the final AL wild card going
into Monday.

The Marlins were four games
behind the Mets and Reds, who
were tied for the last NL wild
card at 80-76.

Cardinals 5, Brewers 1: Ivan
Herrera hit a two-run homer,
José Fermin drove in three runs
and host St. Louis beat Milwau-
kee.

The Brewers still clinched the
NL Central title, but they had to
wait until the Chicago Cubs’ 1-0
loss at Cincinnati ended less
than a half-hour later.

Nationals 3, Mets 2: Jacob
Young made a pair of sensation-
al catches in center field to pre-
vent extra-base hits as visiting
Washington hung on and hand-
ed New York a costly defeat.

The Mets, who have lost 11 of
1S and are 35-52 since mid-June,
dropped into a tie with streaking
Cincinnati for the final NL wild
card. The Reds hold the tie-
breaker over New York.

Braves 6, Tigers 2: Ha-Seong
Kim homered and drove in two
runs as visiting Atlanta won its

eighth straight game with a win
over slumping Detroit.

The Tigers went 0-6 on their
last homestand of the season,
losing by a combined score of
36-14. They have lost nine of
their last 10 as their AL Central
lead has dropped to one game
over the Cleveland Guardians.

Yankees 7, Orioles 1 (10):
Ben Rice’s tiebreaking grand
slam in the top of the 10th inning
lifted visiting New York to a vic-
tory over Baltimore, keeping the
pressure on first-place Toronto
in the AL East.

The Yankees remained two
games behind the Blue Jays
thanks to Rice, who had four hits
and drove in five runs.

Padres 3, White Sox 2: Fer-
nando Tatis Jr. homered and
visiting San Diego moved closer
to a postseason berth with a win
over Chicago.

The Padres could clinchasec-
ond straight NL playoff appear-
ance as early as Monday when
they opened a three-game home
series against the Brewers.

Diamondbacks 9, Phillies 2:
Corbin Carroll homered and
had four RBIs, Eduardo Rodri-
guez pitched six scoreless in-
nings and host Arizona moved
within a game of the final NL
wild card with a win over Phila-
delphia.

Carroll stole second in the
sixth to become the first Dia-
mondbacks player with 30 hom-
ers (31) and 30 stolen bases in a
season.

Giants 3, Dodgers 1: Pinch-
hitter Patrick Bailey had a tying
RBI double during visiting San
Francisco’s three-run rally in
the eighth, and the Giants bat-
tered Los Angeles reliever
Blake Treinen to avoid a four-
game series sweep.

Treinen wasted seven stellar
innings of one-hit ball by Em-
met Sheehan for the Dodgers,
whose four-game winning
streak ended. With San Diego’s
win earlier, LA’s magic number
stayed at three for clinching its
12th NL West title in 13 seasons.

Mariners 7, Astros 3: J.P.
Crawford hit a grand slam and
Cal Raleigh slugged his major
league-leading S8th home run to
lead visiting Seattle over Hous-
ton.

The Mariners completed a
three-game sweep that gave
them a three-game lead in the
AL West over the Astros with six
remaining.

Seattle, which has won four
straight and 14 of 15, holds the
second American League
playoff seed by two games over
AL Central-leading Detroit,
which has dropped six in a row.
The Mariners, looking to win the
AL West for the first time since
2001, finished 8-5 against the As-
tros this season.

Rays 7, Red Sox 3: Brandon
Lowe hit his 30th home run of
the season and host Tampa Bay
beat Boston to avoid a series
sweep.

Despite the loss, the Red Sox
(85-71) maintained their one-
game lead in the race for the
AL’s second wild card as Cleve-
land and Houston also lost.

Rockies 3, Angels 1: Kyle
Freeland pitched six solid in-
nings, Blaine Crim homered
and drove in two runs, and host
Colorado beat Los Angeles in its
final home game of a miserable
season.

Victor Vodnik got three outs
for his 10th save as the Rockies
improved to 43-113 with six
games remaining, ensuring
they won’t tie the 1962 New York
Mets for the most losses in one
season by a National League
team since 1900. Those expan-
sion Mets finished 40-120-1.

Pirates 11, Athletics 0: Jared
Triolo and Joey Bart both had
four hits including a home run,
and host Pittsburgh beat the
Athletics.

Triolohithisseventhhomer,a
two-run shot to left-center field
off Mitch Spence with two outs
in the second for a 4-0 lead. Bart
hit his fourth with a three-run
drive off Osvaldo Bido for a 10-0
lead in the fifth.
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