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WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump said the U.S.
military on Monday again tar-
geted a boat allegedly carrying
drugs from Venezuela, killing
three aboard the vessel, and
hinted that the military target-
ing of cartels could be further
expanded.

“The Strike occurred while
these confirmed narcoterrorists
from Venezuela were in Inter-
national Waters transporting il-
legal narcotics (A DEADLY
WEAPON POISONING
AMERICANS!) headed to the
U.S.,” Trump said in a Truth So-
cial post announcing the strike.
“These extremely violent drug
trafficking cartels POSE A
THREAT to U.S. National Se-
curity, Foreign Policy, and vital
U.S. Interests.”

The strike was carried out
nearly two weeks after another
military strike on what the
Trump administration said was
adrug-carrying speedboat from
Venezuela that killed 11.

Speaking to reporters in the
Oval Office later on Monday,
Trump said he had been shown
footage of the latest strike by Air
Force Gen. Dan Caine, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Asked what proof the U.S. has
that the vessel was carrying
drugs, Trump replied, “We
have proof. All you have to do is
look at the cargo that was spat-
tered all over the ocean — big
bags of cocaine and and fenta-
nyl all over the place.”

Trump also suggested that
U.S. military strikes targeting
alleged drug smugglers at sea
could be expanded to land.

He said the U.S. military is
seeing fewer vessels in the Ca-
ribbean since carrying out the
first strike early this month. But
he said the cartels are still
smuggling drugs by land.

“We’re telling the cartels
right now we’re going to be stop-
ping them, too,” Trump said.
“When they come by land we’re
going to be stopping them the
same way we stopped the boats.
... But maybe by talking about it
a little bit, it won’t happen. If it
doesn’t happen that’s good.”

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth later took to X to warn car-
tels the U.S. would “track them,
kill them, and dismantle their
networks throughout our hemi-
sphere — at the times and plac-
es of our choosing,” echoing
muscular language used by past
administrations during the

Global War on Terror.
The White House also posted

a short unclassified video clip
on social media of the strike.

The Trump administration
has justified the military action
as a necessary escalation to
stem the flow of drugs into the
United States.

But several senators, Demo-
crats and some Republicans,
have questioned the legality of
Trump’s action. They view it as
a potential overreach of execu-
tive authority in part because
the military was used for law
enforcement purposes.

Democratic Sen. Adam Schiff
of California said he’s drafting a
war powers resolution aimed at
preventing U.S. troops from en-
gaging in further strikes until
formally authorized by Con-
gress.

US again targets boat from Venezuela
Associated Press

The military failed to keep
watch of a family housing land-
lord, resulting in an overpay-
ment of performance bonuses
and possibly putting families at
risk of living in homes with life,
health and safety hazards, a Pen-
tagon watchdog report found.

The Defense Department in-
spector general released the 72-
page report with redactions last
week outlining its review of Hunt
Military Communities, a private
company responsible for hous-
ing 165,000 residents in roughly
52,000 homes on Army, Navy and
Air Force bases across the coun-
try.

The IG’s review looked at in-
formation at seven bases from
April 2024 through June 2025 —
well after congressional man-
dates to improve oversight of mil-

itary housing following in-
creased scrutiny that families
were living in substandard con-
ditions.

Hunt is one of two military
housing landlords to reach an
agreement with the Justice De-
partment over fraud without ad-
mitting fault. In 2022, Hunt
agreed to pay $500,000 for falsi-
fying bonus documents at Dover
Air Force Base in Delaware.

The following year a federal
court ordered Hunt to pay more
than $91,000 to a Texas-based Ar-
my family because the company
did not resolve mold and structu-
ral issues at the home they leased
at Joint Base San Antonio.

In response to the IG’s find-
ings, Carolyn Baker, Hunt
spokesperson, said the company
is committed to providing safe,
quality and affordable housing
for military families through

“rigorous, multilayered govern-
ment oversight.”

“Incentive fee plans and pay-
ments are approved by the mili-
tary departments, and if we are
informed by the Army that a mis-
calculation has occurred, we are
committed to working collabora-
tively to reconcile the quarter in
question consistent with busi-
ness agreements and to address
any ambiguities that may have
led to the error,” she said. “Hunt
is committed to working with its
partners to strengthen oversight
and transparency in response to
the OIG’s recommendations.”

Military officials responded to
the IG in agreement, vowing to
work on nearly all 19 recommen-
dations included in the report,
such as:

“Creating uniform life, health
and safety hazard and work or-
der priority definitions and uni-

form work order response and
completion times; providing
guidance on the change of occu-
pancy checklist; establishing a
control to verify that Military
Housing Offices are providing
the required level of oversight;
completing a workforce study;
requiring the appropriate equip-
ment to complete oversight re-
quirements; and reviewing per-
formance incentive fee plans and
calculations.”

Of those recommendations, 17
were considered resolved, and
two remain open. The Air Force
and Navy each need to agree to
reevaluate staffing require-
ments, according to the report.

Letters from military officials
included with the report outlined
timelines to complete the recom-
mendations. Many stretched
through this year and into the
next.

DOD IG finds failures in oversight of housing landlord
BY ROSE L. THAYER
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JERUSALEM — The Israeli
military began its ground offen-
sive in Gaza City on Tuesday,
slowly closing in on the Palesti-
nian territory’s largest city,
where block after block has al-
ready been destroyed in the Is-
rael-Hamas war. Thousands of
people streamed out in vehicles
laden with their belongings, but
hundreds of thousands more re-
main.

The operation marks yet anoth-
er escalation in a conflict that has
roiled the Middle East for nearly
two years and likely pushes any
ceasefire farther out of reach. The

military wouldn’t offer a timeline
for the offensive, which it says
aims to “destroy Hamas’ military
infrastructure,” but Israeli media
suggested it could take months.

It began the same day that inde-
pendent experts commissioned
by the United Nations’ Human
Rights Council accused Israel of
committing genocide in Gaza. Is-
rael fiercely rejected the allega-
tion, calling the experts’ report
“distorted and false.”

Israeli Defense Minister Israel
Katz declared that “Gaza is burn-
ing” as the operation began, and
heavy bombardment battered the
city overnight and into the morn-

ing.
Long lines of cars and trucks

strapped with mattresses and
other belongings stretched down
Gaza’s coastal road, as people fled
the city. Some crowded on top of
vehicles, while others made their
way on foot.

On a brief visit to the region,
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio warned that there was a “very
short window of time in which a
deal can happen” to end the war.

An Israeli military official,
speaking on condition of anonym-
ity in line with military guide-
lines, said that the “main phase”
of the Gaza City operation had be-

gun, with troops moving in from
the city’s outskirts toward its cen-
ter.

Egypt, which has had a peace
deal with Israel for decades and
has also served as a mediator in
the war in Gaza, appears to be los-
ing its patience with Israel. 

Egypt’s president, Abdel-Fat-
tah el-Sissi, described Israel as
“an enemy” in a fiery speech at
the Qatar summit Monday. It was
the first time an Egyptian leader
used the term since the two coun-
tries established diplomatic ties
in 1979, said Diaa Rashwan, head
of Egyptian government’s State
Information Service. 

Israel begins Gaza City ground offensive
Associated Press

Congress is inching toward a
bipartisan agreement to reverse
the Trump administration’s re-
cent renaming of several Army
bases across the southern United
States that had long been politi-
cally controversial for honoring
Confederate leaders.

Tucked within the National De-
fense Authorization Act passed
by the Republican-led House last
week is a measure that, if adopted
by the Senate, would block De-
fense Secretary Pete Hegseth’s
reversal of a separate base-re-
naming effort that was directed
by Congress five years ago. The
2020 initiative resulted in nine Ar-
my posts originally recognizing

Confederates — in Alabama,
Georgia, Louisiana, North Caroli-
na, Texas and Virginia — being
re-designated to honor others,
such as women, minorities, gen-
erals and a military family.

The Pentagon did away with
those changes earlier this year.

The Senate’s defense policy
bill, which has not come up for a
vote, would overrule Hegseth on-
ly for the three bases in Virginia,
though the two Democratic sen-
ators from Georgia are offering
an amendment that would add the
two bases in their state. The Sen-
ate could pass its bill in the com-
ing week or skip the vote and im-
mediately start work with the
House on a compromise version,

leading to final votes later this
year.

Supporters of the effort hope
that the names of at least some of
the posts will be restored to those
recommended by the bipartisan
congressional commission
charged with identifying military
assets associated with the Con-
federacy. Democrats and some
supportive Republicans said they
are cautiously optimistic.

“I think it is likely that some of
the names change or change
back,” said Rep. Austin Scott, R-
Ga., who served on the commis-
sion that helped rename the
bases, a process that concluded in
2023.

Kingsley Wilson, the Pentagon

press secretary, said in a state-
ment that the base names “should
have never been changed in the
first place,” and she criticized the
Biden administration for carry-
ing out the changes recommend-
ed by the congressional panel.

In President Donald Trump’s
second term, the Pentagon under
Hegseth restored the original
names but changed the name-
sakes. Fort Bragg in Fayetteville,
N.C., for example, no longer re-
fers to Confederate Gen. Braxton
Bragg but Private 1st Class Ro-
land Bragg, a World War II para-
trooper honored with the Silver
Star. (The commission appointed
by Congress had designated it
Fort Liberty.)

Congress moves to counter Hegseth on base names
The Washington Post

The Navy is upgrading the
security of submarines and nu-
clear weapons at Naval Base
Kitsap-Bangor, Wash., by
building a $24 million Armored
Fighting Vehicle Support Facil-
ity. 

Naval Facilities Engineering
Systems Command Northwest
awarded a $23.9 million con-
tract on Sept. 4 to Absher Con-
struction Co. to build five main-
tenance bays. 

The Navy plan includes a
“blast booth” using high-pres-
sure sprays of abrasives to strip

paint and other materials.
The facility is scheduled to

open in October 2027. 
The Bangor base uses undis-

closed types and numbers of
armored vehicles as part of its
security-in-depth around the
nuclear submarines and mis-
siles. Marine Corps Security

Forces Battalion Bangor pro-
vides security for submarines
and strategic weapons.

Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor
includes the Strategic Weapons
Facility Pacific, a $294 million
underground storage facility
for ballistic missiles and war-
heads that opened in 2016. 

Navy to upgrade security at nuclear missile sub base
BY GARY WARNER
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WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump signed an order
Monday sending the National
Guard into Memphis to combat
crime, offering another major
test of the limits of presidential
power by using military force in
American cities.

With Republican Tennessee
Gov. Bill Lee visiting the Oval
Office, Trump said troops
would be deployed and join a
special task force in the city
comprised of officials from var-
ious federal agencies, including
the FBI, Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement and the
U.S. Marshal’s service. 

He said the goal would be to
stamp out crime in a way that he

says sending in the National
Guard and federalizing the po-
lice has in Washington, D.C.

The presidential memoran-
dum Trump signed did not in-
clude details on when troops
would be deployed or exactly
what his surge in law enforce-
ment efforts would look like.

The memorandum also spec-
ified that some out-of-state help
might be available, including
state police in Memphis-bor-
dering Mississippi and Arkan-
sas and National Guard mem-
bers from other states as neces-
sary.

Trump said the FBI had al-
ready stepped up its recent ac-
tivities in Memphis, which is
majority Black and Tennessee’s
second-largest city, and had

helped reduce crime, but,
“We’re sending in the big force
now.”

Shortly before Trump’s an-
nouncement, the White House
posted on social media that the
Memphis total crime rate was
higher than the national aver-
age and suggested that the rate
had increased since last year,
bucking national trends.

That’s despite Memphis po-
lice recently reporting decreas-
es across every major crime
category in the first eight
months of 2025 compared to the
same period in previous years.
Overall crime hit a 25-year low,
while murder hit a six-year low,
police said.

Still, Memphis has dealt with
stubborn gun violence prob-

lems for years. In 2023, the city
set a record with more than 390
homicides. 

Tennessee’s governor em-
braced the troop deployment as
part of a broader law enforce-
ment surge in Memphis, with
Lee saying Monday that he was
“tired of crime holding the great
city of Memphis back.” The
state’s Republican senators,
Marsha Blackburn and Bill Ha-
gerty, joined in the Oval Office
as well.

“I did not ask for the National
Guard, and I don’t think it’s the
way to drive down crime,”
Memphis Mayor Paul Young
told a news conference Friday
while acknowledging the city
remained high on too many
“bad lists.”

Trump deploys National Guard to Memphis
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A dead-
line looming, Congress charged
Monday toward a federal gov-
ernment shutdown as Republi-
cans brush back Democratic
demands to save health care
funding from cutbacks, while
Democrats are flexing a new-
found willingness to play hard-
ball, even if it means closing of-
fices and services.

Republican leaders are ready
to call the Democrats’ bluff, pos-
sibly as soon as this week, with a
test vote before the end-of-the-
month deadline to keep govern-

ment running.
GOP leaders said they could

tee up a vote on a short-term
spending bill that would keep
the federal government fully
operational when the new bud-
get year begins Oct. 1.

House Speaker Mike Johnson
said the measure would include
funds to boost security for law-
makers in the wake of the assas-
sination of conservative activist
Charlie Kirk. Additionally, the
Trump administration said it’s
asking Congress for $58 million
in increased funding for the U.S.
Marshals Service and security

for the Supreme Court. And the
Senate is considering its own
proposals.

In the past budget battles, it
has been Republicans who’ve
been willing to engage in shut-
down threats as a way to focus
attention on their demands.
This time, however, Democrats,
facing intense pressure from
their base of supporters to stand
up to Trump and refuse to fund
the administration’s policies,
are taking a tougher position —
even if it means halting funds
needed to run federal offices.

Senate Democratic Leader

Chuck Schumer said he and
House Democratic Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries are united in op-
posing any legislation that
doesn’t include key health care
provisions. 

They have particularly fo-
cused on the potential for sky-
rocketing health care premi-
ums for millions of Americans if
Congress fails to extend en-
hanced subsidies, which many
people use to buy insurance on
the Affordable Care Act ex-
change. Those subsidies were
put in place during the COVID
crisis but are set to expire.

Shutdown talk heats up as Dems resist health care cuts
Associated Press

NEW YORK — President Do-
nald Trump filed a $15 billion
defamation lawsuit against The
New York Times and four of its
journalists on Monday, accord-
ing to court documents.

The lawsuit filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Florida names
several articles and one book
written by two of the publica-

tion’s journalists and published
in the lead up to the 2024 elec-
tion, saying they are “part of a
decades-long pattern by the
New York Times of intentional
and malicious defamation
against President Trump.”

“Defendants published such
statements negligently, with
knowledge of the falsity of the
statements, and/or with reck-

less disregard of their truth or
falsity,” the lawsuit says.

The New York Times did not
immediately respond to an
email requesting comment
early Tuesday.

In a Truth Social post an-
nouncing the lawsuit, Trump
accused The New York Times of
lying about him and defaming
him, saying it has become “a

virtual ‘mouthpiece’ for the
Radical Left Democrat Party.”

Trump has gone after other
media outlets, including filing a
$10 billion defamation lawsuit
against the The Wall Street
Journal and media mogul Rup-
ert Murdoch in July after the
newspaper published a story re-
porting on his ties to Jeffrey Ep-
stein.

President files $15B lawsuit against The New York Times
Associated Press 
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PROVO, Utah — Prosecutors
were preparing to file a capital
murder charge Tuesday against
the Utah man who authorities
say held a “leftist ideology” and
may have been “radicalized” on-
line before he was arrested in
the assassination of Charlie
Kirk.

Charges against 22-year-old
Tyler Robinson were expected
to come ahead of the first court
hearing since he was accused
last week of shooting Kirk, a con-
servative activist credited with
energizing the Republican youth
movement and helping Donald
Trump win back the White
House in 2024.

Investigators have been piec-
ing together evidence, including
a rifle and ammunition en-
graved with anti-fascist and
meme culture messaging, found
after the shooting last Wednes-
day at Utah Valley University in
Orem. Kirk, who co-founded the
Arizona-based conservative
youth organization Turning
Point USA, was speaking at the

university on one of his many
campus visits where he relished
debating just about everyone.

Prosecutors in Utah County
are considering several charges
against Robinson, the most seri-
ous being aggravated murder
because it could bring the death
penalty if there is a conviction.

Once charges are filed, Robin-
son is scheduled to appear on
camera for a virtual court hear-
ing. He has been held without
bail since his arrest, and it re-
mained unclear whether he has
an attorney.

While authorities say Robin-
son hasn’t been cooperating with
investigators, they do say his
family and friends have been
talking. Utah Gov. Spencer Cox
said over the weekend that those
who know Robinson say his poli-
tics shifted left in recent years
and he spent a lot of time in the
“dark corners of the internet.”

Before the shooting, Robinson
wrote in a note that he had an op-
portunity to take out Kirk and
was going to do it, according to
FBI Director Kash Patel.

Suspect in Kirk
shooting likely to
be charged soon

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance said Monday
while hosting Charlie Kirk’s ra-
dio show that he is “desperate”
for national unity after the con-
servative political activist’s kill-
ing but that finding common
ground with people who cele-
brated the assassination of his
friend is impossible.

The Republican vice presi-
dent filled in as host of “The
Charlie Kirk Show” from his
ceremonial office in the Eisen-
hower Executive Office Build-
ing next to the White House.
The livestream of the two-hour
program was broadcast in the
White House press briefing
room and featured a series of
appearances by White House
and administration officials.

Vance, who transported
Kirk’s body home from Utah to
Arizona aboard Air Force Two
last week, opened by saying he
was “filling in for somebody
who cannot be filled in for, but
I’ll do my best.” He recounted
his conversations with Kirk’s
widow, Erika, and her remem-
brances of him as a kind, loving
husband.

In his closing remarks, Vance
criticized what he said were lies
about Kirk that he blamed for
the killing. He also promised
that the Trump administration

will act to stop anyone who
would kill another person be-
cause of their words. Kirk made
comments over the years that
some Democrats and others
said were anti-immigrant, rac-
ist, misogynistic or offensive in
other ways. 

“I’m desperate for our coun-
try to be united in condemna-
tion of the actions and the ideas
that killed my friend,” Vance
said on the program. “I want it
so badly that I will tell you a dif-
ficult truth. We can only have it
with people who acknowledge
that political violence is unac-
ceptable.”

Vance’s self-described
“moonlighting” as substitute ra-
dio host, as well as the broad-
casting of the program from the
White House complex, served
as a powerful reminder of
Kirk’s close relationship with
the Trump-Vance team.

The Republican vice presi-
dent, 41, was especially close to
Kirk, founder of Turning Point
USA, one of the nation’s largest
political organizations with
chapters on high school and col-
lege campuses. The two began a
friendship nearly a decade ago,
and Kirk advocated for Vance to
be Republican Donald Trump’s
choice for vice president last
year. Kirk also was someone
who had Trump’s ear. 

Vance: Common ground
with Kirk foes impossible 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A judge on
Tuesday dismissed terrorism
charges against Luigi Mangione
in New York state’s case over the
killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO
Brian Thompson, but he kept the
state’s second-degree murder
charges against him.

In a written decision released
as Mangione appeared in court,
Judge Gregory Carro said that
although there is no doubt that
the killing was not an ordinary
street crime, New York law

doesn’t consider something ter-
rorism simply because it was
motivated by ideology.

“While the defendant was
clearly expressing an animus to-
ward UHC, and the health care
industry generally, it does not
follow that his goal was to ‘intimi-
date and coerce a civilian popu-
lation,’ and indeed, there was no
evidence presented of such a
goal,” Carro wrote.

The judge also said there was
insufficient evidence that Man-
gione intended to influence or af-

fect government policy by intim-
idation or coercion — another
element of the terrorism
charges.

But in keeping the second-de-
gree murder charge, Carro ruled
there was sufficient evidence
that Mangione “murdered Brian
Thompson in a premeditated and
calculated execution.” 

Mangione’s lawyers did not
comment after the hearing.

Manhattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg’s office issued a
brief statement, saying, “We re-

spect the Court’s decision and
will proceed on the remaining
nine counts.”

The judge scheduled pretrial
hearings in the case for Dec. 1,
which is days before Mangione is
next due in court in the federal
case against him.

It was Mangione’s first court
appearance in the state case
since February. The 27-year-old
Ivy League graduate has attract-
ed a cult following as a stand-in
for frustrations with the health
insurance industry. 

Judge tosses terrorism charges against Mangione
Associated Press
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Meth burn by FBI smokes
out animal shelter

MT BILLINGS — A
cloud of smoke

from two pounds of metham-
phetamine seized by the FBI
and incinerated inside a Monta-
na animal shelter sent its work-
ers to the hospital, city officials
in Billings said.

The smoke started to fill the
building during a drug burn on
Wednesday, apparently be-
cause of negative pressure that
sucked it back inside, Billings
Assistant City Administrator
Kevin Iffland said Friday. A fan
was supposed to be on hand in
such situations to reverse the
pressure so smoke would flow
out of the building, but Iffland
said it wasn’t readily available.

The incinerator is used pri-
marily to burn carcasses of ani-
mals euthanized or collected by
the city’s animal control divi-
sion. But every couple of
months local law enforcement
or FBI agents use it to burn
seized narcotics, Iffland said.

Fourteen workers from the
nonprofit Yellowstone Valley
Animal Shelter evacuated and
went to the hospital. The shel-
ter’s 75 dogs and cats were relo-
cated or put into foster homes,
said Iffland and shelter director
Triniti Halverson.

2 arrested after bomb
found under news vehicle

UT SALT LAKE CITY —
Authorities in Utah

say two men have been arrested
on suspicion of placing an in-
cendiary device under a news
media vehicle in Salt Lake City.
The bomb didn’t go off.

Investigators determined the
bomb “had been lit but failed to
function as designed,” accord-

ing to court records cited by
CBS affiliate KUTV.

The FBI identified two sus-
pects and served a search war-
rant at a home in the Magna
neighborhood west of the city’s
downtown. 

Two men, ages 58 and 31,
were arrested and could face
charges related to weapons pos-
session and threats of terrorism,
ABC affiliate KTVX reported
Sunday.

Lawmaker to retire,
worries about Russia

TX AUSTIN — Rep. Mi-
chael McCaul of Tex-

as, one of the GOP’s most promi-
nent foreign affairs hawks, an-
nounced on Sunday that he’ll re-
tire, while warning that, with
Russia’s escalation of its inva-
sion of Ukraine, “we got to be
very careful not to be on the pre-
cipice of a World War III.”

McCaul made his statements
to ABC News as he discussed
this past week’s incursion into
Polish airspace of Russian
drones, which led to NATO
scrambling jets to intercept
them. Russia said the intrusion
was an error, but Poland and
other European countries said
they had no doubts it was inten-
tional. 

McCaul said he would finish
his term but not seek reelection
next year. “I’m looking for a
new challenge in the same
space that would be national se-
curity, foreign policy, but just in
a different realm,” he said.

Woman attacks boyfriend
with hatchet in the night

ND FARGO — A woman
tried to kill her boy-

friend with a hatchet as he slept

at a home, police said.
Police responded to a 911 call

at about 5:40 a.m. Sept. 5 and ar-
rived to find a man with “signif-
icant injuries,” the Fargo Police
Department said in a news re-
lease. Lena Deoliveira, 23, was
arrested two days later, police
said.

Recently filed court records
shed light on what happened
that morning, and officials say
Deoliveira is now charged with
attempted murder, KVRR re-
ported.

A man staying at the home
Deoliveira shared with her boy-
friend told police he awoke to
screaming then saw Deoliveira
swing the hatchet down toward
the victim, the station reported,
citing records.

There was a large split in the
boyfriend’s head and two of his
fingers were “missing,” the wit-
ness told police, the outlet re-
ported. Investigators said there
was a blood trail at the resi-
dence.

The boyfriend was taken to a
hospital for treatment and his
fingers were surgically reat-
tached, KVLY reported.

He told police Deoliveira at-
tacked him without warning,
the station reported.

Investigators didn’t say what
may have motivated the at-
tempted killing.

Governor endorses
Mamdani for mayor

NY NEW YORK — Gov.
Kathy Hochul on

Sunday urged New Yorkers to
vote Zohran Mamdani for
mayor of New York City, giving
the Democratic nominee one of
his most significant endorse-
ments to date in the contest to
lead the nation’s biggest city.

In recent weeks, the other

candidates in the race — former
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, incum-
bent Mayor Eric Adams and Re-
publican Curtis Sliwa — have
intensified their criticism of
Mamdani over his platform and
past statements ahead of the
city’s general election in No-
vember.

Hochul served as lieutenant
governor to Cuomo and re-
placed him after he stepped
down in 2021 following a bar-
rage of sexual harassment alle-
gations.

He has denied wrongdoing
during the campaign, maintain-
ing that the scandal was driven
by politics.

Mamdani, who is leading in
the polls, has not been endorsed
by some prominent Democrats,
including Chuck Schumer and
Hakeem Jeffries, the minority
leaders in the U.S. Senate and
House.

Arthur Sze appointed 
US poet laureate

DC WASHINGTON —
At a time when its

leadership is in question and its
mission challenged, the Library
of Congress has named a new
U.S. poet laureate, the much-
honored author and translator
Arthur Sze.

The library announced Mon-
day that the 74-year-old Sze had
been appointed to a one-year
term, starting this fall. 

The author of 12 poetry col-
lections and recipient last year
of a lifetime achievement award
from the library, he succeeds
Ada Limón, who had served for
three years. 

Previous laureates also in-
clude Joy Harjo, Louise Glück
and Billy Collins. 

— From wire reports
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A bare-chested Bryce Harper
poured a bottle of Champagne
over his head, soaking in Phila-
delphia’s second consecutive NL
East title.

Kyle Schwarber celebrated
by chugging beer out of a hose in
the middle of the visitors’ club-
house after the Phillies rallied
for a wild 6-5 victory in 10 innings
over the Los Angeles Dodgers on
Monday night.

“You’ve got to enjoy this,”
Schwarber said later, puffing on
a fat cigar. “This doesn’t happen
all the time.”

Philadelphia hopes it keeps
happening all the way through
October as it chases the franchis-
e’s third World Series crown and
first since 2008.

“We’re playing really good
baseball right now and just got to
keep going and keep understand-
ing we’ve got a bigger picture,”
Harper said. “We’ve got things
on our mind that we want to win.”

The Phillies were already as-
sured their fourth straight Na-
tional League playoff berth Sun-
day, when the San Francisco Gi-
ants lost to the Dodgers.

And with the second-place
Mets idle Monday, Philadelphia
needed a win to become the first
division champion in the majors
this season. They blew three one-
run leads before finally getting
past the NL West-leading Dodg-
ers for their ninth victory in 11
games, opening a 12½-game lead
over New York in the NL East
with 11 to play.

Philadelphia had just one hit
— Schwarber’s 53rd homer —
until the seventh inning. But
then Weston Wilson and Harper
homered as the Phillies rallied
against the defending World Se-
ries champions.

J.T. Realmuto drove in the go-
ahead run with a sacrifice fly in
the 10th inning in the series
opener between division lead-
ers.

With Harrison Bader at sec-
ond base to start the 10th,
Schwarber lined out to second
before Blake Treinen intention-
ally walked Harper. Bader and
Harper pulled off a double steal
to set up Realmuto’s sac fly to
right.

“They’re just tough and
they’re resilient,” Philly manag-
er Rob Thomson said about his
team. “They just keep fighting
and I’m proud of them. This is a
really special group.”

After the Dodgers’ Max Mun-
cy grounded out to end it, the
Phillies gathered near the
mound to celebrate. They posed
for a photo on the field as red-
clad fans cheered behind their
dugout at Dodger Stadium.

Then the party was on.
It was the earliest division

clinch in Philadelphia history,
two days sooner than the 2011
team that won the NL East on
Sept. 17. This squad got it done in
Game 151, second-fastest behind

those 2011 Phillies, who did it in
Game 150.

Philadelphia (90-61) has three
straight 90-win seasons for the
third time in franchise history.

“I feel like we’ve done such a
great job this year,” Schwarber
said. “We’ve had a lot of really
big injuries happen to us and we
just have that next-man-up men-
tality. I felt like guys came up,
they stepped up right away and
they got the job done. That’s how
you win big baseball games.”

The Phillies lost ace right-
hander Zack Wheeler for the
season when he went on the in-
jured list a month ago with a
blood clot in his right shoulder.
All-Star shortstop Trea Turner
(right hamstring strain) and
third baseman Alec Bohm (left
shoulder inflammation) are on
the IL. Thomson said Bohm
could return this week at Ari-
zona, while Turner could be
back in time for the final homes-
tand of the regular season.

Phillies clinch 2nd straight NL East title
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Zach Cole homered and
drove in three runs after replacing injured
slugger Yordan Alvarez in the lineup, and
the Houston Astros beat the Texas Rangers
6-3 on Monday night in the opener of a piv-
otal three-game series.

Houston pulled within a half-game of the
streaking Seattle Mariners atop the AL
West and moved three games ahead of Cle-
veland and Texas for the final American
League wild card.

Cole homered on the first pitch he saw in
the majors Friday at Atlanta. This time, he
entered after Alvarez sprained his left ankle
in the first inning and launched a two-run
shot off starter Jack Leiter that gave the As-
tros a 4-3 lead in the fifth.

Texas threatened in the seventh, but
Houston left fielder Jesús Sánchez threw
out Jonah Heim at the plate on Wyatt Lang-
ford’s single to end the inning.

Reds 11, Cardinals 6: Tyler Stephenson
hit a bases-clearing double in the ninth in-
ning and visiting Cincinnati beat St. Louis to
close within two games of the New York
Mets for the last NL wild card.

The Reds scored eight runs in the final
three innings and ended a three-game los-
ing streak, getting back to .500 at 75-75.

The Cardinals have lost six of seven, fall-
ing to 73-78 and 4½ games behind the Mets.

Cubs 4, Pirates 0:Jameson Taillon (10-6)
allowed two hits in six innings, and Michael
Busch and Pete Crow-Armstrong homered
as visiting Chicago beat Pittsburgh and got
closer to clinching a postseason berth.

The Cubs (86-64) won for the fifth time in
six games to open a four-game lead over San
Diego for the top NL wild card.

Twins 7, Yankees 0: Simeon Woods Ri-
chardson (7-4) struck out a career-high 11 in
six innings and Austin Martin drove in four
runs to lead host Minnesota over New York.

The Yankees dropped five games back of
AL East-leading Toronto. New York’s lead
for the top AL wild card was cut to one game
over Boston.

Blue Jays 2, Rays 1 (11): Trey Yesavage
struck out nine to set a Toronto record for a
major league debut, and George Springer
hit a tiebreaking single in the 11th inning as
the visiting Blue Jays beat Tampa Bay to
open a five-game AL East lead behind their

fifth straight win.
Yesavage, a 22-year-old right-hander tak-

en 20th overall in last year’s amateur draft,
allowed one run, three hits and two walks in
five innings, throwing 49 of 69 pitches for
strikes.

Diamondbacks 8, Giants 1: Geraldo Per-
domo went 3-for-3 with a double, a triple
and two RBIs, Zac Gallen pitched six
smooth innings and surging Arizona beat
visiting San Francisco.

The Diamondbacks, who have won three
straight and 12 of 18, moved a half-game
ahead of the Giants for third place in the NL
West, just 1½ games behind the idle New
York Mets for the last National League wild
card.

Orioles 4, White Sox 1:Colton Cowser hit
a three-run home run, Kyle Bradish pitched
five strong innings and visiting Baltimore
beat Chicago to extend its skid to four
games.

Braves 11, Nationals 3: Matt Olson went
4-for-5 with a three-run homer, Spencer
Strider allowed only one run in a seven-in-
ning start and visiting Atlanta beat Wash-
ington.

Rookie Cole powers Astros past Rangers in crucial win
Associated Press
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HOUSTON — Two years ago,
Tampa Bay lost to Houston on a
touchdown in the final seconds.

On Monday night, Baker May-
field and the Buccaneers were the
ones to deliver a knockout blow as
the clock neared zero.

Mayfield led an 11-play, 80-
yard drive capped by Rachaad
White’s 2-yard touchdown run
with 6 seconds left, and Tampa
Bay rallied past the Texans 20-19.

In the Bucs’ last visit to Hous-
ton in 2023, C.J. Stroud connected
with Tank Dell for a TD with 6
seconds to go to give the Texans a
39-37 win.

“We expected a hard-fought
battle, but it’s nice to be on this
side of it this time,” Mayfield said.

Receiver Mike Evans, who
grew up about an hour from NRG
Stadium in Galveston, Texas,
called that defeat heartbreaking
earlier this week and said Tampa
Bay was looking for payback.

“We got the much-needed win
in a hostile environment,” Evans
said. “Everybody was calm. We
practice two-minute situations re-
ligiously, and it was great for our

preparation to come full circle to-
night.”

Mayfield threw for 215 yards
and two touchdowns for the Buc-
caneers (2-0), and his 15-yard
scramble on fourth-and-10 kept
the game-winning drive going.

“That was a heck of a job of sit-
uational football,” coach Todd
Bowles said. “Baker on the
fourth-and-10, using his legs to get
the first down. That kind of cata-
pulted everything from there.
They did a heck of a job finishing.”

In Tampa Bay’s opener, May-
field threw a touchdown pass to
Emeka Egbuka with 59 seconds
left to give his team a 23-20 win
over Atlanta. He joins Doug Wil-
liams (1980) as the only Bucs
quarterbacks to open a season
with two consecutive game-win-
ning drives.

Houston (0-2) took a 19-14 lead
on a 25-yard TD run by Nick
Chubb with 2:10 left. The Texans
went for 2, but Stroud was sacked.

Trailing by one, Houston got a
quick stop thanks to a sack by Will
Anderson on third down. Rookie
Jaylin Noel returned the punt 53
yards to get the Texans inside the

30.
Two plays later, Chubb slipped

through the line and dashed into
the end zone untouched for his
first touchdown with Houston af-
ter spending his first seven sea-
sons with the Cleveland Browns.

Stroud threw for 207 yards and
a touchdown, but failed to move
the offense effectively for much of
the second half.

The Texans trailed by four and
hadn’t scored in the second half
when Riley Dixon’s punt was
blocked by Jakob Johnson, and
they recovered on the Tampa Bay
35 with about 6½ minutes to go.
Houston failed to move the ball
and settled for Ka’imi Fairbairn’s
53-yard field goal that cut the lead
to 14-13 with just over five minutes
left.

The Buccaneers had a chance
to pad the lead late in the third pe-
riod after both teams struggled of-
fensively after halftime. But
Chase McLaughlin’s 38-yard
field-goal attempt bounced off the
right upright.

The Texans had first-and-goal
at the 8 early in the fourth quarter,
and Nico Collins was stopped a

yard short of the goal line on a
first-down catch. Chubb was
stuffed for no gain and Stroud
threw incompletions intended for
Collins on the next two plays to
leave Houston empty-handed.

“We had multiple opportunities
to win that game and we didn’t
make the plays we needed to
make,” Texans coach DeMeco
Ryans said.

Houston took an early lead on
Collins’ 29-yard TD catch. That
score was set up when Stroud con-
nected with Chubb for a 27-yard
gain on a screen pass the play be-
fore.

Tampa Bay tied it at 7-all when
Mayfield threw a 20-yard touch-
down pass to Ryan Miller on their
first possession.

Egbuka had a 15-yard TD catch
with about 10 minutes left in the
first half to put the Bucs up 14-10.
Egbuka, a rookie first-round draft
pick, became the sixth player
since the merger with three TD
catches in his first two games.

Texans defensive end Danielle
Hunter forced a fumble and had
two sacks to give him 101½ in his
10-year career.

Mayfield, White rally Bucs past Texans
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Chargers line-
backer Daiyan Henley, battling
fever and an illness, set the tone
on the game’s first play from
scrimmage by intercepting
Raiders quarterback Geno
Smith.

Henley went on to have a big
performance — as did the rest of
the Los Angeles defense.

They shut down Las Vegas,
Justin Herbert passed for 242
yards and two touchdowns and
the Chargers went on to a 20-9
victory Monday night to give Los
Angeles coach Jim Harbaugh a
win over rival Raiders coach
Pete Carroll.

LA, however, lost defensive
end Khalil Mack to a left elbow
injury late in the first quarter.
He went to the locker room but

returned with his arm in a sling.
Harbaugh said Mack will need
to undergo imaging tests.

Herbert also led the Chargers
in rushing with 31 yards. His two
TD passes went to Quentin
Johnson and Keenan Allen, who
returned to Los Angeles on a
one-year contract after playing
last season in Chicago.

It was the Chargers’ defense
that suffocated Las Vegas, hold-
ing it to 218 yards, beginning
with Henley’s interception.

“It definitely set the tone,”
Henley said. “One thing we’ve
been preaching with our de-
fense is to start fast. We know it’s
a long game and we have three
more quarters to go. We just
wanted to make sure we finished
strong as well.”

Henley recorded 10 tackles

that included two for loss and a
sack. He also broke up two pas-
ses.

For the Raiders (1-1), Smith
threw three interceptions while
completing 24 of 43 passes for
180 yards.

Ashton Jeanty, taken sixth in
this year’s draft, gained 43 yards
on 11 carries and has 81 yards
through two games.

This win puts LA (2-0), which
opens this season with three con-
secutive games against division-
al opponents, atop an AFC West
that has belonged to Kansas City
since 2016. The Chargers are
making an early claim on a divi-
sion in which the Chiefs are 0-2.

Harbaugh has at least tempor-
ary bragging rights over Carroll
in their first meeting since Dec.
14, 2014. Their combative histo-

ry as opposing coaches dates to
2007 when Harbaugh was at
Stanford and Carroll at South-
ern California. They later be-
came NFC West rivals, Har-
baugh in San Francisco and Car-
roll in Seattle.

“It was a battle like all the ones
you play the Raiders and a Pete
Carroll team,” Harbaugh said.
“Both teams were just fighting.
Everybody was all in out there.
There was nobody that was just
right down the middle.”

Carroll, who turned 74 on
Monday, had some help with Las
Vegas minority owner — and
Fox Sports NFL analyst — Tom
Brady in the coaches’ booth
wearing a headset. Brady was
also in town to promote a flag
football tournament next year in
Saudi Arabia.

Chargers shut down Raiders with Herbert’s strong passing
Associated Press
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TOKYO — Faith Kipyegon
took a tiny glance at the clock af-
ter rounding the final curve of
the final lap of the 1,500 meters
at the world track champion-
ships Tuesday night.

It’s her only real competition
these days.

The Kenyan star, whose in-
spiring quest for the four-min-
ute mile was the talk of track
earlier this year, was widening
her lead over the rest of the run-
ners as she rounded the bend.
Seconds later, she was flashing
four fingers — one for every
world title she’s won in a race
she has dominated for the better
part of a decade.

Kipyegon finished in 3 min-
utes, 52.15 seconds for a nearly
three-second win over another
Kenyan, Dorcus Ewoi. Kipye-
gon joins the great Moroccan,
Hicham El Guerrouj, as only the

second runner to win four world
titles at 1,500 meters.

“This was my dream, just to
defend my title in the 1,500 for
the fourth time,” Kipyegon said.
“And keep making history.”

In June, the 31-year-old moth-
er of 7-year-old Alyn fell six sec-
onds and change short of a
dream.

She was trying to become the
first woman to break the hal-
lowed four-minute mark in the
mile. If that bothered her — or
took anything out of her — she
sure did hide it well. Three
months after that disappoint-
ment, she lowered her own
world record in the 1,500 — the
metric mile — to 3:48.68.

Her glance at the clock in this
return to the stadium in Tokyo,
which was empty four years ago
when she captured the second of
her three Olympic titles, made it
clear the world record was off

the table. Even so, she expanded
a 1.31-second lead over Jessica
Hull, the eventual third-place
finisher, to almost triple that.

The margin over Ewoi was
2.77.

But perhaps the most telling
sign of how Kipyegon dominat-
ed came after the race, as Ewoi
and Hull were writhing on the
ground. Kipyegon jogged over,
bent down and patted Ewoi on
the chest, then reached to grab
Hull by the arm and pull her up.

“This is my first time one-on-
one interacting with Faith,” said
Ewoi, a 28-year-old who trains
in America and won her first
medal at a major. “I always
watch her doing amazing things.
I never thought I’d be sitting to-
gether with her, hearing some-
thing from her. She’s really in-
spiring everybody, and that’s
really good for the sport.”

Indeed, Kipyegon says get-

ting “women who are coming
out to push themselves, and
have that bigger thought or big-
ger goals” is what the four-min-
ute-mile quest, the world rec-
ords and the endless string of ti-
tles are about.

She was among a group of fe-
male runners that included Al-
lyson Felix and Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce who had babies in
their prime, but refused to bend
to the untrue belief that mother-
hood meant the end of success
on the track.

Maybe it was fitting, then,
that Kipyegon received a call
from Alyn on the morning of the
race.

“She said, ‘When are you go-
ing to get a medal?’ and I told
her, ‘Today!’” Kipyegon said. “I
was happy that when she got
back from school I was on the
starting line and she could see
it.”

Kipyegon easily wins fourth world title in 1,500 meters
Associated Press

EAGAN, Minn. — Vikings
quarterback J.J. McCarthy will
probably miss at least the next
game with a sprained right an-
kle, coach Kevin O’Connell said
Monday, and running back Aa-
ron Jones is likely to join him on
the sideline with a hamstring
injury as the early absences for
the team keep piling up.

McCarthy didn’t miss any
time during Minnesota’s 22-6
loss to Atlanta, passing an initial
medical evaluation and getting
his foot taped up for extra sup-
port after the injury occurred
late in the third quarter at the
end of a 16-yard run. The ankle
pain predictably worsened
overnight, O’Connell said, and
the decision to sideline McCar-
thy for the game against the
Bengals this Sunday was not
performance-related in light of
his struggles.

“It was pretty crushing to
hear that,” O’Connell said of the

injury.
The Vikings weren’t planning

to put McCarthy on short-term
injured reserve, so his injury
status is considered week to
week.

“He just kind of got rolled up
on,” O’Connell said. “In the mo-
ment, we didn’t necessarily
think it was that significant
when we came off after that se-
ries.”

Carson Wentz, the 10th-year
veteran who just joined Minne-
sota two weeks ago, is in line to
start against Cincinnati, which
will coincidentally also be with-
out its starting quarterback, Joe
Burrow. Undrafted rookie Max
Brosmer will back up Wentz.

McCarthy was under fre-
quent pressure by the Falcons,
taking six sacks and 11 hits
while going just 11 for 21 for 158
yards, two interceptions and
one lost fumble. 

But it was more by happen-
stance when he was hurt, on a

second-and-20 scramble that
netted 16 yards when lineback-
er Kaden Elliss chased him
down with a hard tackle at the
sideline as three Atlanta
players converged on him.

McCarthy underthrew a
wide-open Justin Jefferson on
third-and-9 on the next play af-
ter a false start on the Vikings,
and he was grimacing as he
jogged gingerly off the field. 

Wentz, who began his career
with the Eagles as the second
overall pick in the 2016 draft, is
already the only quarterback in
NFL history to start at least one
game for five different teams in
a five-season span. He’s now on
track to extend that record to
six teams in six years.

Wentz won’t be the only back-
up in a critical role for Minneso-
ta, which saw center Ryan Kel-
ly and fill-in left tackle Justin
Skule enter the concussion pro-
tocol during the game Sunday.
Wide receiver Jordan Addison

must also serve the final game
of his suspension against Cin-
cinnati. The defense played At-
lanta without linebacker Blake
Cashman, safety Harrison
Smith and edge rusher Andrew
Van Ginkel and backup corner-
back Jeff Okudah, who were
still not yet cleared for action
following their concussions.

Skule has started both games
in place of standout Christian
Darrisaw, who’s still not
cleared in his return from ACL
and MCL surgery on his knee.
Smith has also missed the first
two games while ramping his
conditioning back up after a
personal health matter side-
lined him in the middle of train-
ing camp. Cashman is on in-
jured reserve with a hamstring
strain and will miss at least
three more games.

Darrisaw and Smith will con-
tinue to increase their intensity
practice with an opportunity to
play this Sunday.

Vikings QB McCarthy out with sprain
Associated Press 
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