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NATO creates mission to bolster east flank

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — A
new NATO mission to defend the
alliance’s eastern flank was
launched Friday in response to
Russia’s recent drone incursion
into Poland, NATQ’s top military
commander said.

The operation, dubbed East-
ern Century, will involve an ar-
ray of troops and capabilities
from several allied countries fo-
cused on defending against Rus-
sian aggression, Air Force Gen.
Alexus Grynkewich, NATO’s Su-
preme Allied Commander Eu-
rope, said atanews conference at
the alliance’s Brussels head-
quarters.

“The key to this is an entirely
new defense design,” he said.

Eastern Century will include
capabilities to enhance air- and
ground-based defenses and will
bolster information sharing
among nations, NATO Secreta-
ry-General Mark Rutte said at
the joint news conference.

Additional fighter planes and
naval assets also are part of the
increased posture in the east, the
leaders said.

Countries that have commit-
ted troops to the effort include
France, Germany, Denmark and
the United Kingdom, with others
expected to join as the mission
grows, Rutte said.

There was no mention of the
United States contributing addi-
tional forces. However, the U.S.
already has around 8,000 troops
based in Poland and several
hundred in the Baltic states.

The moves come after NATO
fighter planes shot down multi-
ple Russian drones that crossed
into Polish territory, marking the
first time in history that the alli-
ance was forced to shoot down a
threat inside its own borders.

The enhanced presence in the
east will be initially focused on
the area around Poland but will
expand over time, Grynkewich
said.

“As I envision it, it is going to

cover the entire eastern flank of
the alliance, from the High North
to the Black Sea and the Mediter-
ranean. Anywhere that we might
see a threat from the Russians,”
he said.

Grynkewich, who also leads
the Stuttgart, Germany-based
U.S. European Command, did
not detail exactly how many
troops would be involved in the
effort or name specific units that
would be contributing.

Earlier this month, President
Donald Trump also said he re-
mained committed to keeping
the U.S. military in Poland and
was willing to potentially in-
crease the number of troops
there.

Dutch and Polish fighter
planes, German Patriot missile
defense systems and various oth-
er allied planes were part of the
force that responded to Wednes-
day’s drone incursion, which in-
volved numerous unmanned
Russian aircraft.

The situation prompted Po-

land to invoke NATO’s Article 4,
which triggers emergency talks
related to a member state’s con-
cerns that its territorial integrity
is under threat.

In Poland and other parts of
the alliance, leaders have lashed
out at Russia over the incident,
with some saying that it is push-
ing Europe closer to a wider war
with Moscow.

Finnish President Alexander
Stubb said at a news conference
Thursday in the Ukrainian capi-
tal of Kyiv that “the line between
war and peace has been
blurred.”

Tensions are also ratcheted up
in connection with large-scale
Russian war games beginning
Friday that include operations
near Poland and Lithuania.

The Zapad drills, carried out
roughly every four years, have
long been a source of consterna-
tionin the West. In the past, some
allies feared that such exercises
could be used as a ploy for
launching real attacks.

Venezuela says US Navy ‘illegally’ raided a tuna boat

Associated Press

CARACAS, Venezuela — Per-
sonnel from a U.S. warship
boarded a Venezuelan tuna boat
with nine fishermen while it was
sailingin Venezuelan waters, Ve-
nezuela’s foreign minister said
on Saturday, underlining
strained relations with the Unit-
ed States.

The White House did not im-
mediately respond to a request
for comment.

Tensions between the two na-
tions escalated after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump in August or-
dered the deployment of war-
ships in the Caribbean, off the
coast of the South American
country, citing the fight against

Latin American drug cartels.

While reading a statement on
Saturday, Foreign Minister Yvan
Gil told journalists the Venezue-
lan tuna boat was “illegally and
hostilely boarded by a United
States Navy destroyer” and 18
armed personnel who remained
on the vessel for eight hours, pre-
venting communication and the
fishermen’s normal activities.
They were then released under
escort by the Venezuelan navy.

The fishing boathad authoriza-
tion from the Ministry of Fisher-
iestocarryoutits work, Gil said at
apress conference, during which
he presented photos of the inci-
dent.

Along with the statement, Ve-

nezuela’s foreign affairs ministry
distributed a short video, taken,
according to the ministry, by the
Venezuelan fishermen. In the
video, it is alleged that part of the
fishing boat, U.S. Navy personnel
and the U.S. warship can be seen.

“Those who give the order to
carry out such provocations are
seeking an incident that would
justify amilitary escalation in the
Caribbean,” Gil said, adding that
the objectiveis to “persistin their
failed policy” of regime change in
Venezuela.

Gil said the incident was “ille-

gal” and “illegitimate” and
warned that Venezuela will de-
fend its sovereignty.

The Venezuelan foreign minis-

ter’s complaint comes days after
Trump said that his country had
attacked a drug-laden vessel and
killed 11 people on board. Trump
said the vesselhad departed from
Venezuela and was carrying
members of the Tren de Aragua
gang, but his administration has
not presented any evidence to
support that claim.

Venezuela accused the United
States of committing extrajudi-
cial killings.

The Trump administration has
accused Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro of leading a car-
tel to flood the U.S. with drugs
and doubled the reward for his
capture from $25 million to $50
million.
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Vice chair pick: | won't follow unlawful orders

By SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Marine Corps Gen.
Christopher Mahoney said Thursday he
would push back against any unlawful di-
rectives and focus on modernization if con-
firmed to serve as the military’s second-
highest ranking officer.

Mahoney, the assistant commandant of
the Marine Corps, said he did not expect to
receive illegal orders as vice chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff but assured sen-
ators he would speak out if he is asked to
diverge from the oath he took to the Consti-
tution.

“If I am ever put into a situation where
38 years of an oath is put at risk to do some-
thing different the answer is simple: I will
adhere to my oath to the Constitution,” he
said. “That is what is expected.”

His testimony to the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee came amid concerns from

Democrats about a buildup of military as-
sets in the Caribbean and fears that the de-
ployment of troops to American cities is
politicizing the military.

Sen. Jack Reed of Rhode Island, the top
Democrat on the panel, said he worried the
administration was silencing military lead-
ers from providing legal and best military
advice or even speaking honestly about op-
erations.

“Your reputation as a candid and for-
thright officer will be depended upon and
tested in this role,” he told Mahoney.

Mahoney has served in the military for
38 years, training as an infantryman in the
Marine Corps and a fighter pilot in the Na-
vy.

He has more than 5,000 hours of flight
time and previously served as deputy com-
mander of U.S. forces in Japan.

For several months in 2023 and 2024,
Mahoney performed the duties of Marine

Corps commandant, a member of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, while Gen. Eric Smith reco-
vered from a cardiac arrest.

Mahoney said on Thursday that his expe-
riences will help inform his approach to
modernizing the force, innovating at speed
and scale and maintaining a technical edge
against adversaries such as China and Rus-
sia.

If confirmed, he would serve as chair of
the Joint Requirements Oversight Council,
an organization that helps assess capability
requirements and review the weapons ac-
quisition process.

Mahoney received widespread praise for
his qualifications from members of both
parties, with Chairman Roger Wicker, R-
Miss., praising Mahoney’s decades of lead-
ership in the Marine Corps.

“I also know the president will benefit
greatly from his candid advice,” Wicker
said.

DOD vetting questioned in
nixed $17.9B moving deal

2nd next-generation bomber
delivered for Air Force tests

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

The Pentagon spent more
than $100 million on a nine-year
global household goods moving
contract that was terminated af-
ter less than four years because
of the company’s ineptitude, a
government watchdog agency
found.

That total included payments
for work that was never done,
the Government Accountability
Office said in a Thursday report
that goes beyond previously re-
ported issues with HomeSafe
Alliance, which was awarded a
$17.9 billion global household
goods contract from U.S. Trans-
portation Command in Novem-
ber 2021.

The report highlights Defense
Department oversight failures,
including insufficient verifica-
tion beforehand of HomeSafe’s
ability to manage a global mili-
tary relocation system.

“TRANSCOM identified con-
tractor capacity as a risk before
rollout,” the GAO said, but add-
ed that it didn’t obtain detailed
data confirming the contrac-
tor’s ability to meet demand as
the program scaled up.

When shipment volumes in-
creased after initial operations
began in April 2024, “the con-
tractor faced limits in capacity,”
leading to delivery failures and
disruptions, according to the
GAO.

The contract was canceled in
June after military families re-
ported missed or delayed pick-
ups and poor customer service,
the report said.

The agreement had aimed to
overhaul the Defense Personal
Property Program and stream-
line over 300,000 personal prop-
erty shipments annually made
by troops and their families.

The task force is handling a
switch back to the department’s
Tender of Service program.

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes

The Air Force has taken an-
other step toward preparing its
newest long-range strategic
bomber for its first mission.

The second B-21 Raider test
aircraft landed at Edwards Air
Force Base, Calif., on Thursday,
after taking off from Northrop
Grumman’s manufacturing fa-
cility in nearby Palmdale, the
aerospace company said in a
statement.

The plane arrived at the base
“after completing a robust test
flight,” the statement said.

The first test Raider was deli-
vered to Edwards in November
2023.

The second B-21 will allow
the service to move from prima-
rily performing flight checks in-
to more advanced weapons and
mission systems testing, the
service said.

“With two B-21s now flying,
our test campaign accelerates,”

Air Force Secretary Troy Meink
said in a Thursday post on X.

Aviation photographer Jarod
Hamilton captured the B-21 fly-
ing against the backdrop of a
brilliant blue sky in a video he
shared on X. An F-16 can be
seen escorting the bomber.

“Watching the Raider take off
was incredible,” Hamilton told
defense news website The War
Zone, adding “the sound, the
power, I'll never forget.”

The Air Force is expected to
buy about 100 of the bombers at
a cost of nearly $700 million
each.

A precise timeline for when it
is expected to be operational
has not been announced.

The service said Thursday
that it expects to begin exten-
sive construction at the three
bases designated to host the
B-21: Ellsworth Air Force Base
in South Dakota, Whiteman Air
Force Base in Missouri and
Dyess Air Force Base in Texas.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Patel faces hearings over turmoil at FBI

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Hours af-
ter the assassination of conser-
vative activist Charlie Kirk, FBI
Director Kash Patel declared
online that “the subject” in the
killing was in custody. The shoo-
ter was not. The two men who
had been detained were quickly
released. Utah officials ac-
knowledged that the gunman
remained at large.

The false assurance was more
than a slip. It spotlighted the
high-stakes uncertainty sur-
rounding Patel’s leadership of
the bureau when its credibility
is under extraordinary pres-
sure, as is his own.

Patel now approaches con-
gressional oversight hearings
this coming week facing not just
questions about that investiga-
tion but broader doubts about

whether he can stabilize a fed-
eral law enforcement agency
fragmented by political fights
and internal upheaval.

Democrats are poised to
press Patel on a purge of senior
executives that has prompted a
lawsuit, his pursuit of President
Donald Trump’s grievances
long after the Russia investiga-
tion ended and a realignment of
resources that has prioritized
the fight against illegal immi-
gration and street crime.

The hearings will offer Patel
his most consequential stage
yet, and perhaps the clearest
test of whether he can convince
the country that the FBI, under
his watch, can avoid compound-
ing its mistakes in a time of po-
litical violence and distrust.

Kirk’s killing was always go-
ing tobe a closely scrutinized in-

vestigation, not only because it
was the latest burst of political
violence inside the United
States but also because of Kirk’s
friendships with Trump, Patel
and other administration fig-
ures and allies.

While agents investigated,
Patel posted on X that “the sub-
ject for the horrific shooting to-
day that took the life of Charlie
Kirk is now in custody.” Utah
Gov. Spencer Cox said at anear-
contemporaneous news confe-
rence that “Whoever did this,
we will find you,” suggesting
authorities were still searching.
Patel soon after posted that the
person in custody had been re-
leased.

As the search stretched on,
Patel angrily vented to FBI per-
sonnel Thursday about what he
perceived as a failure to keep

him informed, including that he
was not quickly shown a photo-
graph of the suspected shooter.

On the same day Kirk was
killed, Patel also faced a lawsuit
from three FBI senior execu-
tives fired in an August purge
that they characterized as a
Trump administration retribu-
tion campaign.

Among them was Brian Dris-
coll, who as acting FBI director
in the early days of the Trump
administration resisted Justice
Department demands for
names of agents who investigat-
ed the Jan. 6 riot at the Capitol.

Driscoll alleged in the lawsuit
that he was let go after he chal-
lenged the leadership’s desire to
terminate an FBI pilot who had
been wrongly identified as part
of the FBI search for classified
at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate.

Man arrested in Kirk Killing
had become ‘more political’

Associated Press

ST. GEORGE, Utah — The
family of the young Utah man ac-
cused of shooting Charlie Kirk
told authorities he had recently
become “more political” and re-
counted a dinner table conversa-
tion where they discussed wheth-
er the conservative activist was
spreading hate.

Tyler James Robinson, 22, of
Washington, Utah, was arrested
on suspicion of aggravated mur-
der, felony discharge of a firearm
causing serious bodily harm and
obstruction of justice, all felonies,
according to a probable cause
statement. Robinson mentioned
Kirk’s upcoming visit to Utah Val-
ley University — located about
3'2hours from the family’s south-
ern Utah home — at a recent din-
ner, kicking off a conversation
about how he didn’t like Kirk’s
viewpoints, family told author-
ities. A full picture of his political
leanings was still emerging. Utah
state records show he is regis-
tered to vote but that he is not affi-

liated with a political party.

His listed address in the proba-
ble cause statement is the home of
his parents, who own a granite
countertop business and are reg-
istered to vote as Republicans.

State and federal court records
do not show any prior criminal
cases involving him.

The break in the case came af-
ter a family member of Robinson
reached out to a family friend
with information that Robinson
had “confessed” orimplied invol-
vement in the shooting, Utah Gov.
Spencer Cox told reporters Fri-
day. Cox said authorities believe
that Robinson acted alone. Fam-
ily members said Robinson “had
become more political in recent
years,” Cox said, describing the
recent family dinner.

“They talked about why they
didn’tlike him and the viewpoints
that he had,” Cox said, referring
to Robinson and an unnamed
family member. “The family
member also stated Kirk was full
of hate and spreading hate.”

Judge: US making ‘end run’
on deportations to Ghana

Associated Press

A federal judge on Saturday
said it appeared the Trump ad-
ministration was making an
“end run” around U.S. court or-
ders prohibiting five African
immigrants to be deported to
their home countries by sending
them first to Ghana, which was
poised to then relocate them to
countries where they could face
torture or death.

U.S. District Judge Tanya
Chutkan ordered the govern-
ment to detail Saturday night
how it was trying to ensure Gha-
na would not send the immi-
grants elsewhere in violation of
domestic court orders. One of
the plaintiffs has already been
shipped from Ghana to his na-
tive Gambia, where a U.S. court
found he could not be sent, Lee
Gelernt of the ACLU told Chut-
kan.

Elianis Perez of the Depart-
ment of Justice acknowledged
that she told Chutkan in court on
Friday that Ghana had pledged

that wouldn’t happen. But she
argued that Chutkan had no
power to control how another
country treats deportees. She
noted the U.S. Supreme Court
this summer ruled the adminis-
tration could continue sending
immigrants to countries they
are not from, even if they hadn’t
had a chance to raise fears of
torture.

Gelernt, however, compared
the case to that of Kilmar Abre-
go Garcia, who the Trump ad-
ministration mistakenly deport-
ed to El Salvador despite a court
order prohibiting it. After mul-
tiple courts directed the admin-
istration to “facilitate” his re-
turn, Abrego Garcia eventually
came back to the U.S. where he
is now fighting human traffick-
ing charges and another push to
deport him.

“This appears to be a specific
plan to make an end run around
these obligations,” Chutkan
said of the administration ship-
ping the immigrants to Ghana.
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Rubio in Israel in wake of attack in Qatar

Associated Press

JERUSALEM — U.S. Secreta-
ry of State Marco Rubio was in Is-
rael on Sunday as its military in-
tensified attacks on northern Ga-
za, flattening multiple high-rise
buildings and Killing at least 13
Palestinians.

Rubiosaid ahead of the trip that
he will be seeking answers from
Israeli officials about how they
see the way forward in Gaza fol-
lowing Israel’s attack on Hamas
leaders in Qatar last week that
upended efforts to broker an end
to the conflict.

His two-day visit is also a show
of support for the increasingly

isolated Israel as the United Na-
tions holds what is expected to be
a contentious debate next week
on commitment to the creation of
a Palestinian state. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
strongly opposes the recognition
of a Palestinian state.

Rubio’s visit went ahead de-
spite President Donald Trump’s
anger at Netanyahu over the Is-
raeli strike in Doha, which he said
the United States was not notified
of beforehand.

On Sunday, Netanyahu, Rubio
and their wives, along with U.S.
Ambassador to Israel Mike
Huckabee and his wife, toured

the Western Wall and the exca-
vated tunnels nearit.

“I think his (Rubio’s) visit here
is a testament to the durability,
the strength of the Israeli-Ameri-
can alliance. It’s as strong and as
durable as the stones of the West-
ern Wall we just touched,” Neta-
nyahu said.

On Friday, Rubio and Trump
met with Qatar’s prime minister
to discuss the fallout from the Is-
raeli operation. The dual, back-to-
back meetings with Israel and
Qatar illustrate how Trump’s ad-
ministration is trying to balance
relations between key Middle
East allies despite the attack’s

widespread international con-
demnation.

The Doha attack, which killed
at least six people, also appears to
have ended attempts to secure an
Israel-Hamas ceasefire and the
release of hostages ahead of the
upcoming U.N. General Assemb-
ly session, at which the Gaza war
is expected to be a primary focus.

Meanwhile, foreign ministers
from Arab and Islamic nations
were to meet in Doha on Sunday
toforge aunited frontabout the Is-
raeli attack ahead of a summit in
Qatar on Monday that will bring
together leaders from their na-
tions for top-level talks.

Rubio signals US won’t end sub deal with Australia

The Washington Post

Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio privately reassured a top
Australian official that a deal to
provide the U.S. ally with nucle-
ar-powered submarines, which
is under review by the Penta-
gon, will not be terminated, ac-
cording to six people familiar
with the matter.

The pact between the United
States, Britain and Australia —
or AUKUS, after the initials of
the three countries — would
bring Canberra into an exclu-
sive club of nations possessing
the powerful weapons platform.

The Pentagon this year began
areview of the multibillion-dol-

lar deal, prompting concerns
that the administration might
abandon the project.

But two weeks ago, Rubio,
who is also national security ad-
viser, told Australia’s deputy
prime minister, Richard Mar-
les, in Washington that the sub-
marine partnership would con-
tinue, according to the people
familiar with the conversation,
who like others interviewed for
this article spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because of the
matter’s sensitivity.

Marles’ trip was intended to
gauge the administration’s sup-
port for AUKUS and lay the
groundwork for what Canberra

hopes will be a summit between
Prime Minister Anthony Alba-
nese and President Donald
Trump later this month, accord-
ing to several of the people.
Some of the uncertainty
around that support stemmed
from the official review,
launched by the Pentagon’s pol-
icy chief, Elbridge Colby, a pre-
vious critic of the submarine
deal’s practicality. In February,
Trump did not appear to know
what AUKUS was during an
Oval Office meeting with Brit-
ish Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er. Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth later said that Trump
was “very aware, supportive of”

the agreement. Trump also ex-
pressed support for the deal at
the Group of Seven meeting in
June. “We’re proceeding with
that,” he said, speaking beside
Starmer.

“The State Department is co-
ordinating closely with the De-
partment of War as it conducts
its review of AUKUS,” a senior
administration official said in a
statement. “We remain com-
mitted to working with Austra-
lia to strengthen and advance
the alliance.”

The Australian Embassy in
Washington declined to com-
ment. The Pentagon and State
Department did not comment.

Taliban say deal reached with US on prisoner swap

Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
Taliban said Saturday they
reached agreement with U.S. en-
voys on an exchange of prisoners
aspartofanefforttonormalize re-
lations between the United States
and Afghanistan.

They gave no details of a detai-
nee swap and the White House
did not comment on the meeting
in Kabul or the results described
in a Taliban statement.

The Taliban released photo-
graphs from their talks, showing
their foreign minister, Amir
Khan Muttaqi, with President
Donald Trump’s special envoy
for hostage response, Adam
Boehler.

Ontheissueof prisoners, Boeh-
ler “confirmed that the two sides
would undertake an exchange of
detainees,” the Taliban statement
said. No information was provid-
ed on how many people are being

heldineach country, whothey are
or why they were imprisoned.
The meeting came after the Ta-
liban,in March, released U.S. citi-
zen George Glezmann, who was
abducted while traveling through
Afghanistan as a tourist. He was
the third detainee freed by the Ta-
liban since Trump took office.
The talks also came after the
Taliban  sharply criticized
Trump’s new travel ban that bars
Afghans from entering the Unit-

ed States.

“Comprehensive discussions
were held on ways to develop bi-
lateral relations between the two
countries, issues related to citi-
zens, and investment opportuni-
ties in Afghanistan,” the Taliban
said.

The statement added that the
U.S. delegation also expressed
condolences over the devastating
earthquake in eastern Afghanis-
tan late last month.
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Ex-senator’s wife gets
4/, years in bribery case

NEW YORK — For-

mer U.S. Sen. Bob
Menendez’s sobbing wife told a
judge that her husband was “not
the man I thought he was” be-
fore she was sentenced Thurs-
day to 42 years in prison for
selling the powerful New Jersey
politician’s influence in ex-
change for bribes of cash, gold
bars and a luxury car.

U.S. District Judge Sidney H.
Stein sentenced Nadine Menen-
dez, S8, for her April conviction
for colluding from 2018 to 2023
with her husband, the former
Democratic chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, in a variety of corrupt
schemes, some involving assist-
ing the Egyptian government.

Nadine Menendez, tearfully
addressing the judge for several
minutes before he sentenced
her, described her husband as a
manipulative liar.

“I put my life in his hands and
he strung me like a puppet,” she
said. “The blindfold is off. I now
know he’s not my savior. He’s
not the man I thought he was.”

Tougher pretrial release
laws sought after slaying

N RALEIGH — North
Carolina’s top legis-
lative leaders said Thursday
that they are aiming to advance
a package of proposed laws in
part designed to tighten pretrial
release rules following the fatal
stabbing of a Ukrainian refugee
on a Charlotte commuter train
that prompted national atten-
tion and calls for tougher-on-
crime policies.
More oversight of and less
discretion for local magistrates
who make decisions on criminal

suspects — like the man now ac-
cused of murder in last month’s
death of 23-year-old Iryna Za-
rutska — likely will be intro-
duced when the Republican-
controlled General Assembly
reconvenes Sept. 22.

The package — outlines of
which were offered by Senate
leader Phil Berger and House
Speaker Destin Hall — also
could include an effort to restart
the death penalty in the state
and prevent the governor and
other executive branch officials
from creating commissions that
Berger contends encourage lo-
cal policies favoring perpetra-
tors.

The suspect in Zarutska’s
stabbing, Decarlos Brown Jr.,
was arrested soon after the Aug.
22 attack.

State is first to promise
free child care for all

N SANTA FE — New

Mexico’s governor
is promising universal free
child care to families of all in-
come levels.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham
announced her plans last week,
saying she wants to leverage a
financial windfall from oil and
gas production to help more
parents by removing the state’s
income eligibility limit starting
Nov. 1.

Rules for the program are be-
ing hashed out and lawmakers
still have to approve funding,
but New Mexico already is sev-
eral steps ahead of other states
when it comes to subsidizing
child care.

The latest initiative expands
on previous early childhood
education investments by ex-
tending access to another 12,000
children and making low-inter-

est loans available to spur con-
struction of new child care cen-
ters as demands surge.

Fans bid farewell to
beloved octopus Ghost

CA LOS ANGELES — A

dying octopus in a
Southern California aquarium
is receiving an outflowing of
love and well wishes as she
spends her final days pouring
her last energy into caring for
her eggs — even though they
will never hatch.

Many on social media have
reminisced about seeing the gi-
ant Pacific octopus named
Ghost when they had visited the
Aquarium of the Pacific in Long
Beach. Some shared that they
had a tattoo of Ghost or would
wear a sweater emblazoned
with the beloved cephalopod in
her memory.

Ghost laid eggs last week and
entered the final phase of her
life cycle, known as senescence.
During this period, the octopus
will neglect her own basic needs
like eating, instead focusing on
protecting her eggs and aerat-
ing them to prevent bacteria or
other harmful agents from
growing on them. However,
Ghost’s eggs are unfertilized
and will never hatch.

Gov. Kemp swears in
daughter as state trooper

ATLANTA —

Georgia Gov. Brian
Kemp has been protected by
state troopers since he took of-
fice in 2019, and now he has a
trooper in the family.

Lucy Kemp, the middle of the
governor’s three daughters, was
one of 30 new troopers who
joined the ranks of the Georgia
State Patrol this month.

The Republican governor

was present on Sept. S at the
Georgia Public Safety Training
Center in Forsyth to address the
new troopers and administer
their oaths of office. Kemp’s of-
fice didn’t respond to further re-
quests for comment.

Like other cadets, Lucy
Kemp completed 22 weeks of
academy instruction followed
by 12 weeks of field training.
Troopers focus primarily on en-
forcing traffic laws, investigat-
ing crashes and aiding motor-
ists, but take part in other law
enforcement work and respond
to disasters.

Humpty Dumpty caper
sparks police probe

N CAPE MAY — Hump-

ty Dumpty took a big
fall, and now police are hoping
to crack the case.

A playful, colorful statue of
the nursery rhyme icon was for-
cibly removed from a structure
at a miniature golf course in
Cape May last week and
dumped down the street.

Local police say they’re look-
ing for two men who are seen on
video stopping at Ocean Putt
Golf at around 4 a.m. Sept. 7.
Video shows one of them enter-
ing the course by climbing over
a fence, grabbing and rocking
the statue back and forth and
pulling it off its foundation be-
fore walking off with it.

The statue, showing a smiling
Humpty Dumpty with big,
white head, red cheeks, a yellow
bow tie, a blue jacket and gray
pants, was found several prop-
erties away. In a nursery
rhyme, Humpty Dumpty falls
off a wall and all the king’s hors-
es and all the king’s men can’t
put him back together again.

— From wire reports
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Texas A&M TD with 13 seconds
left helps edge out Notre Dame

Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Marcel
Reed escaped pressure to throw
an 1l-yard touchdown pass to
Nate Boerkircher with13 seconds
left, Randy Bond kicked the extra
point and No. 16 Texas A&M beat
No. 8 Notre Dame 41-40 on Satur-
daynight. Texas A&M (3-0) beata
Top 2S5 team on the road for the
first time since knocking off then-
No. 3 Auburn on Nov. 8,2014. The
Aggies had lost 13 straight road
games to ranked opponents.

Notre Dame dropped to 0-2 af-
ter playing in the national title
game last season. The Irish
opened with a 24-27 loss at No. S
Miami on Aug. 31.

Bond made a 45-yard field goal
totie it at 34 with 9:06 left.

Notre Dame pushed ahead 40-
34 with 2:53 to go on Jeremiyah
Love’s 12-yard run. A botched
snap on the extra point kept the
lead at six.

Texas A&M started at its 26 on
the winning drive after a 99-yard

Kickoff return by Terry Bussey
was negated by a holding penalty,
but quickly reached Notre Dame
territory. Mario Craver, who had
an 86-yard TD reception in the
first quarter, gained 34 yards on a
pass from Reed to the 37. Texas
A&M reached the Notre Dame 10
and survived back-to-back penal-
ties before the winning score.

Reed was 17-for-37 for a ca-
reer-high 360 yards and two
touchdowns. Carver caught sev-
en passes for a career-high 207
yards.

Notre Dame’s Jeremiyah Love
gained 94 yards on 23 carries, and
quarterback C.J. Carr was 20
-for-32 with a touchdown and an
interception.

Texas A&M safety Bryce An-
dersonwas carted offthe field and
takentoahospital after sustaining
an injury with S8 seconds left in
the first half. Anderson gave a
thumps-up sign as he was driven
off the field and Texas A&M said
he had all feeling in all his limbs.

Anderson was injured making
a tackle on tight end Eli Raridon,
with fellow Aggies defensive
back Will Lee III making contact
with Anderson and Raridon. He
was motionless on the field for
about 10 minutes as medical staff
attended to him.

Emotions flared several times
during the game, and before it.
The Fighting Irish and Aggies
players got up close for pre-game
jawing and the two teams had to
be separated before they ran to
their respective tunnels. During
the game, an incensed Texas
A&M coach Mike Elko threw a
folding chair on the sideline while
he was talking to his defense after
aNotre Dame touchdown.

Notre Dame: The dream of a
return to the College Football
Playoff'is in serious jeopardy.

Texas A&M: The Aggies un-
leashed a prolific passing attack
after only managing 100 yards
againstNotre Dameina23-131oss
last season.

Georgia answers Tennessee’s field goal
in OT with 1-yd TD run to defeat Vols

Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — When
No. 6 Georgiaclawed its way back
from three deficits against No. 15
Tennessee on Saturday, coach
Kirby Smart got the answer he
was looking for.

“We feel our team has a certain
identity,” Smart said after the
Bulldogs’ 44-41 overtime victory.
“We’re not going to go down with-
out a fight.”

Josh McCray scored on a 1-
yard run in overtime to cap the
win. Georgia (3-0, 1-0 SEC) beat
Tennessee (2-1, 1-0) for the ninth
straight time with Nate Frazier
setting up the winning score with
a 2l-yard run on Georgia’s first
snap in overtime.

Max Gilbert kicked a 42-yard

field goal to give Tennessee a 41-
38 edge in overtime. Tennessee
had a chance to win in regulation,
but Gilbert pushed a 43-yard
field-goal attempt wide right just
before the final whistle.

Joey Aguilar threw for 371
yards and four touchdowns and
ran for a TD to lead Tennessee.
The Volunteers came from be-
hind twice in the second half after
jumping out to a 14-point lead in
the first quarter.

Chris Brazzell III caught scor-
ing passes of 72, 14 and 66 yards.
Braylon Staley’s 32-yard TD re-
ception early in the fourth quarter
put Tennessee on top 35-30 with
11:01 left.

Georgia quarterback Gunner
Stockton threw for 304 yards and

two touchdowns and alsoran fora
TD. Trailing 38-30 with 2:32leftin
the game, Stockton hit London
Humphreys on fourth down with
a 28-yard fade in the end zone.
The two-point conversion tied it
for the third time.

“We needed to convert and we
ended up scoring,” said Stockton.
“London ran a great route and
made the catch.”

Tennessee dominated the first
quarter,jumpingtoa21-7lead but
Georgia pulled within 21-17 at
halftime.

Tennessee became the third
team to score on its first three
drives against Georgia since
Smart took over in 2016. Aguilar
completed his first 14 passes for
213 yards and 2 TDs.

Navy, Horvath
overcome 3
early turnovers

Associated Press

TULSA, Okla. — Blake Hor-
vath rushed for 159 yards and
a touchdown to lead a 369-
yard rushing performance
from Navy, en route to a 42-23
win over Tulsa on Saturday
night.

Horvath opened the game
with three consecutive turn-
overs, leading to a 14-point
first quarter deficit.

He was intercepted on the
third offensive play of the
game, leading to an opening
rushing touchdown for Do-
minic Richardson. He lost a
fumble on the next drive and
was intercepted again two
drives later, leading to a Bay-
lor Hayes rushing touchdown.

At that point, Horvath was
1-for-3 with two interceptions
and a lost fumble. He went
S-for-7 with a touchdown and
84 yards from that point on.

Alex Tecza and Eli Heiden-
reich both rushed for 72 yards
for Navy (3-0, 2-0 American
Athletic Conference). Tecza
had two touchdowns. Heiden-
reich and Brandon Chatman
had one apiece.

Tulsa (1-2, 0-1) linebacker
Ray Coney had a game-high
14 tackles.

MarcAnthony Parker had 11
tackles and two for a loss,
along with a half sack for the
Midshipmen. Justin Ross the
second interception of his ca-
reer.

Utah State 49, Air Force
30: Bryson Barnes accounted
for five touchdowns to help
the host Aggies beat the Fal-
cons in the Mountain West
Conference opener for both
teams.

Barnes was 17-for-22 pass-
ing for 287 yards and three
touchdowns and ran TDs of 7,
11 and 7 yards.

Quarterback Liam Szarka
ran for touchdowns of 1, 1 and
11 yards for Air Force (1-1),
and Owen Allen added a 1-
yard TD run.
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Jefferson-Wooden, Seville win at track worlds

Associated Press

TOKYO — Melissa Jeffer-
son-Wooden of the United
States and Oblique Seville of
Jamaica won the 100-meter fi-
nals at world championships
Sunday in a changing of the
guard in track.

The 24-year-old Jefferson-
Wooden blew away the field,
finishing in 10.61 seconds to
break Sha’Carri Richardson’s
two-year-old world-champion-
ship record. Richardson barely
squeezed into the final and fin-
ished fifth despite running a
season-best 10.94.

Seville, also 24 and who
works with Usain Bolt’s old
coach, Glen Mills, reeled in
countryman Kishane Thomp-
son for a win in 9.77. Defending
world and Olympic champion
Noah Lyles finished third.

Bolt watched this one from a
luxury box — his first return to
a big race since he exited the
sport in 2017 — and was high-
fiving and hugging friends
when he watched a Jamaican
win the men’s title for the first
time since he left.

There were some who ar-
gued Seville, not Thompson —
who adds this silver to his sil-
ver from Paris last year — was
the best young sprinter on the
island. Seville has a winning
record against Lyles, but has
not been able to put it together
in the biggest races.

This time, he did — getting
the best start, but then falling
behind by about two steps half-
way through the race, and then,
step-by-step, closing the gap on
Thompson.

“I knew I could show my
dominance this year,” Seville
said. “I just said to myself, ‘OK,
it’s my year and I’'m going to
take this moment and nobody’s
going to take it away from
me.””

The women’s race was pretty
much over as soon as it started.

Jefferson-Wooden got about
a step ahead of Julien Alfred in
the lane next to her, then kept
expanding her lead and ran
hard through the line when she
could have coasted. She ended
with a .15-second margin over
Jamaica’s Tina Clayton — the

same gap Alfred, the Olympic
champion who finished third
this time, beat Richardson by
in Paris last year.

“This year was about accept-
ing that I wanted to be a better
athlete, and putting in the work
to do so,” Jefferson-Wooden
said.

Richardson, who trains
alongside Jefferson-Wooden,
wasn’t the same runner as last
year or the year before when
she won worlds.

After finishing third in her
semifinal heat, she had to wait
to see if she’d get one of the last
two spots. She did and started
on the inside in Lane 2, but was
never a factor. While Jeffer-
son-Wooden  jumped and
shouted into the stands, Ri-
chardson slowly paced the in-
side of the track with her hands
on hips.

The second-place finish for
Clayton kept Jamaica on the
podium on the night its best fe-
male sprinter, Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce, said goodbye
with a sixth-place finish.

Now the question becomes

whether this is a one-off —
sometimes these things are in
the year after the Olympics —
or if Jefferson-Wooden and Se-
ville are the sprinters to watch
with three years and counting
until the LA Games.

Jefferson-Wooden certainly
looks like a force. A tenor sax
player in high school, her col-
lege coach once said she sprint-
ed with a form of a kid running
on the street. She moved to
Florida to train with Dennis
Mitchell and alongside Ri-
chardson, whose trials and tra-
vails have overshadowed all of
women’s track for the past four
years.

But Jefferson-Wooden won
the U.S. title in 2022 — a year
when Richardson was strug-
gling — and took the bronze
medal at last year’s Olympics,
after which she declared she
was still a baby in the sport
with plenty of time to learn.
Now she’s got a piece of history
— the championship record —
and is .12 off the 1988 mark
held by Florence Griffith-Joyn-
er.

Bell wraps JGR sweep in 1st round of NASCAR playoffs

Associated Press

BRISTOL, Tenn.—Joe Gibbs
Racing completed aclean sweep
ofthe firstround inthe NASCAR
Cup Series playoffs as Chris-
topher Bell charged to a victory
Saturday at Bristol Motor
Speedway.

Bell went from fourth to first
on the final restart and led the
last four laps at the 0.533-mile
oval, ending a 24-race winless
streak with his fourth victory of
the season.

“It wasn’t pretty there at the
end, but we got her done,” said
Bell, who led only 12 laps in his
13th career victory. “We just
know that any given week, it
couldbe us,andithasn’tbeen for
along time. But Bristol, baby, to-
nightit’s us.”

He joined JGR teammates

Denny Hamlin and Chase Bris-
coe as playoff winners with the
firstround concluding at Bristol.
Alex Bowman, Austin Dillon,
Shane van Gisbergen and Josh
Berry were eliminated from the
10-race championship run.

“Just so excited about the
start to the playoffs,” team own-
er Joe Gibbs said.

Bell finished 0.343 seconds
ahead of Brad Keselowski, who
was trying to end a S1-race win-
less streak.

“Just the story of our season,”
Keselowski said. “Just a S0-50
shot on the restart, and I got the
lane that couldn’t launch. Just
frustrating. We had a great car,
great strategy and on the last re-
start, we just rolled the dice and
didn’t get anything good.”

Zane Smith finished third, fol-

lowed by Ryan Blaney and Joey
Logano.

There were a season-high 14
caution flags for137 laps as driv-
ers and teams struggled to get a
handle on a new right-side tire
with excessive wear that re-
quired more pit stops.

The playoff drama spiked
with 40 laps remaining when a
fire erupted under Austin Cin-
dric’s No. 2 Ford. His team was
able to extinguish the flames,
but Cindric lost several laps in
the pits and re-emerged outside
the top 30.

His 30th-place finish still was
good enough for the final trans-
fer spot into the second round.

“Moving on,” Cindric said af-
ter finishing 30th. “I believe in
this team. I believe in myself. I
havenotbeendrivingaswellasI

am now in the Cup Series.”

Bowman ran as high as sec-
ond after rebounding from a
spin on the 100th lap. He would
have bumped Cindric with a vic-
tory, but finished eighth and
came up 10 points short of ad-
vancing.

“I don’t think you can really
point at something that cost us,”
said Bowman, who benefited
from a pit crew overhaul after
suffering through some disas-
trous stops in the past two races.
“Our back was against the wall
coming in here. We knew it was
going to be a tough thing to do.”

Seeking his first Cup victory,
Ty Gibbs led a race-high 201 of
500 laps but bungled while try-
ing to reach the pits for his final
green-flag stop, losing major
time in his No. 54 Toyota.
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Rangers’ win streak at 6, Mets’ slide at 8

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Wyatt Lang-
ford hit a tiebreaking single off
All-Star closer Edwin Diaz with
two outs in the ninth inning, and
the Texas Rangers rallied past
the plummeting New York
Mets 3-2 on Saturday.

Juan Soto launched his 40th
home run, but the Mets lost
their eighth straight — their
longest skid since 2018. New
York remained a half-game
ahead of San Francisco in the
race for the last National
League wild card.

“We’re here to achieve our
ultimate goal,” manager Carlos
Mendoza said. “We’ve got to get
going here fast. That’s the bot-
tom line. We’ve got to get the job
done, period. It’s been too long.”

The Rangers, who equaled a
season high with their sixth
straight win, were two games
out of a playoff spot in the
American League going into
Sunday. They trailed 2-0 in the
eighth before Joc Pederson hit
a sacrifice fly and pinch-hitter
Rowdy Tellez laced an RBI
double off Diaz (6-3), handed
his third blown save of the year.

Guardians 3, White Sox 1:
C.J. Kayfus and Jhonkensy No-
el homered, helping host Cleve-
land beat Chicago.

Kayfus connected for a two-
run shot in the second against
Davis Martin (6-10). The rookie
also hit a two-run during a 3-2
victory over Kansas City on
Thursday night.

The Guardians (77-71) won
for the ninth time in 11 games
and are 3%2 games out of the fi-
nal AL wild-card spot.

Astros 6, Braves 2: Hunter
Brown (12-7) gave up two runs
in 6% innings and visiting Hous-
ton jumped on Bryce Elder
early to beat Atlanta.

The Astros kept pace with
Seattle for a tie atop first place
in the AL West.

Christian Walker hit a two-
run homer 431 feet to center
field in Houston’s three-run
third. Yainer Diaz had three
hits for the Astros, who led 6-0

after three innings.

Padres 11, Rockies 3: Fer-
nando Tatis Jr., Manny Macha-
do, Jackson Merrill and Bryce
Johnson homered to back Dy-
lan Cease and lead host San
Diego to a win against Colorado.

The Padres went into Sunday
trailing the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers by 2% games in the NL
West. San Diego had a five-
game lead in holding the second
of three NL wild cards.

Cease (8-11) held the Rockies
to one run and five hits in six
innings. He struck out six to
reach 201 for the season. It’s his
fifth straight season with more
than 200 strikeouts.

Brewers 9, Cardinals 8 (10):
Caleb Durbin hit a tying double
in the 10th inning, Andruw
Monasterio followed with the
winning single and host Mil-
waukee rallied from five runs
down to defeat St. Louis.

The Brewers took the field
aware they were already en-
sured at least an NL wild card
after the Mets lost earlier. But
the NL Central leaders hardly
let up.

After trailing 6-1 in the sixth,
they scratched across five runs
in the eighth and ninth to tie it
7-all on RBI infield singles by
Jackson Chourio and William
Contreras.

Blue Jays 5, Orioles 4: Ale-
jandro Kirk hit a game-winning
sacrifice fly in the bottom of the
ninth inning and host Toronto
rallied to beat Baltimore.

The AL-leading Blue Jays
trailed 4-2 heading to the bot-
tom of the ninth before battling
back for their major league-
leading 45th comeback win.

Rays 5, Cubs 4: Nick Fortes
hit a tiebreaking homer in the
ninth inning, and visiting Tam-
pa Bay held off Chicago.

The Rays trailed 4-3 before
Junior Caminero hit a leadoff
drive against Porter Hodge in
the eighth. It was Caminero’s
43rd homer, extending his ca-
reer high.

Pirates 5, Nationals 1: Bub-
ba Chandler took a perfect

game into the sixth inning, An-
drew McCutchen and Nick
Yorke had two-run singles in
the eighth inning and visiting
Pittsburgh beat Washington to
snap a seven-game losing
streak.

Chandler was making his
second major league start after
two relief appearances. He was
perfect until Dylan Crews sin-
gled leading off the sixth and
ended up allowing a run and
two hits over six innings, strik-
ing out seven and walking none
while throwing 81 pitches.

Yankees 5, Red Sox 3: Max
Fried earned his major league-
leading 17th win and Jazz
Chisholm Jr. had three hits —
including a solo homer that
moved him one away from the
30-30 club — leading visiting
New York to a victory over Bos-
ton.

Fried (17-S) permitted two
runs and nine hits in 5% innings.
He was working on a shutout
before Alex Bregman went
deep with two down in the fifth.

Marlins 6, Tigers 4 (11):
Rookie Troy Johnston homered
twice, including a game-win-
ning two-run drive in the 11th
inning, and host Miami beat De-
troit.

After Wenceel Pérez’s RBI
double put the Tigers ahead in
the top of the 11th, Lépez started
the bottom half with an infield
single that advanced automatic
runner Joey Wiemer. Heriberto
Hernandez’s RBI fielder’s
choice scored Wiemer before
Johnston drove a slider from
Rafael Montero (1-2) over the
wall in right-center to give the
Marlins their fourth straight
win.

Phillies 8, Royals 6: Kyle
Schwarber hit his Slst home
run, Brandon Marsh also went
deep and host Philadelphia won
its sixth straight game with a
victory over Kansas City.

Harrison Bader contributed
three hits for the Phillies, who
had a chance to clinch their sec-
ond straight NL East title by
completing a three-game sweep

of the Royals in the series finale
on Sunday afternoon.

Diamondbacks 5, Twins 2
(10): Gabriel Moreno’s infield
single drove in the go-ahead
run in the 10th inning and vis-
iting Arizona defeated Minne-
sota.

With two outs and runners on
second and third, Moreno hit a
chopper against reliever Cole
Sands (4-5) deep into the short-
stop hole. Brooks Lee fielded
the ball but Moreno beat his
throw to first by a half-step, giv-
ing the Diamondbacks a 3-2
lead.

Mariners 5, Angels 3: Bryan
Woo struck out a career-high
13, J.P. Crawford hit a go-ahead
homer in the fourth inning and
host Seattle beat Los Angeles to
stay tied with Houston atop the
AL West with its eighth straight
win.

Woo (14-7) pitched six in-
nings, allowing two runs on
three hits while walking one.
He has pitched five innings or
more in 31 consecutive games,
the longest active streak in the
AL.

Dodgers 13, Giants 7: Sho-
hei Ohtani hit his 49th homer,
Teoscar Hernandez delivered a
go-ahead two-run double in a
six-run fifth inning after visit-
ing Los Angeles chased starter
Logan Webb, and the NL West-
leading Dodgers rallied past
San Francisco.

Ohtani connected for a 454-
foot drive to center leading off
the third and is closing in on a
second straight SO-homer sea-
son.

Athletics 11, Reds 5: Nick
Kurtz launched a 493-foot
grand slam — the longest home
run in the majors this season —
and the host Athletics ham-
mered Hunter Greene early in
a victory over Cincinnati.

With a chance to gain ground
in a crowded wild-card race,
the Reds (74-74) lost their sec-
ond consecutive game to the A’s
(69-80) and remained 12 games
behind the skidding Mets for
the final NL playoff spot.
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