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Dutch fighter jets’ downing of
Russian drones that crossed in-
to Poland marks the first time in
history that NATO planes have
fired on potential threats in al-
lied airspace, the bloc’s military
command said just hours later.

“NATO responded quickly
and decisively to the situation,
demonstrating our capability
and resolve to defend Allied ter-
ritory,” Gen. Alexus Grynkew-
ich, NATO Supreme Allied
Commander Europe, said in a
statement Wednesday, a day af-
ter the incursion.

Besides the scrambling of
Dutch and Polish aircraft, Ger-
man Patriot missile defense
units in Poland also were placed
on alert as the drone incursion
unfolded, Supreme Headquar-
ters Allied Powers Europe said.

An Italian airborne early
warning plane and an aerial re-
fueler from NATO’s multina-
tional aircraft fleet also were
launched. NATO officials said
they were in close consultation

with Poland over the incident.
“This is the first time NATO

planes have engaged potential
threats in Allied airspace,”
SHAPE spokesman Col. Martin
O’Donnell said in the statement.

Western leaders lashed out at
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin and called for a tough re-
sponse to the incursion, which
NATO says involved numerous
drones.

On Wednesday, NATO lead-
ers met at the request of Poland
after invoking the alliance’s Ar-
ticle 4 provision, which allows
for emergency talks in the event
a member believes that its terri-
torial integrity has been violat-
ed.

Although the response to the
incursion proved that NATO
can defend its airspace, allies
must stay “one step ahead” of
the Russians, Secretary Gener-
al Mark Rutte told reporters
Wednesday.

Some European leaders said
they believed the incursion
amounted to an intentional ex-
pansion of Russia’s assault

against Ukraine, according to
The Associated Press.

“Russia’s war is escalating,
not ending,” European Union
foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas
told reporters in Brussels.
“What (Russian President Vla-
dimir) Putin wants to do is to
test us. What happened in Po-
land is a game changer,” and it
should result in stronger sanc-
tions.

Some military observers said
the situation highlights the need
for more action to protect allied
airspace.

Retired Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges,
a former commander of the U.S.
Army in Europe, said using
fighter planes to take down
drones indicated that NATO
could be better prepared.

The alliance and U.S. Euro-
pean Command need to conduct
theaterwide air and missile de-
fense exercises to deter or de-
feat future Russian attacks,
Hodges said in a statement. He
called those exercises “long
overdue.”

The drone flights into Poland

show that the Kremlin was “re-
hearsing now, checking our re-
sponse times and capabilities,”
Hodges said.

Deployment of small drones
and development of tactics to
counter them have been hall-
marks of the war in Ukraine,
where both sides have put relat-
ed technology to effective use.

In response, the U.S. military
and other allies have been play-
ing catch-up when it comes to
equipping units with affordable
and flexible weapons systems
that can be used to take drones
down.

Beyond tactics, Western offi-
cials stretching from Washing-
ton to Brussels are now calling
for tougher sanctions on Russia
and other measures in response
to the incident.

“This is an act of war, and we
are grateful to NATO allies for
their swift response to war
criminal Putin’s continued un-
provoked aggression against
free and productive nations,”
U.S. Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C.,
said in a statement.

NATO downs Russian drones in Poland
BY JOHN VANDIVER
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WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump’s emergency or-
der over the nation’s capital,
which federalized its police
force and launched a surge of
law enforcement into the city,
is set to expire overnight
Wednesday after Congress
failed to extend it. But the clash
between Republicans and the
heavily Democratic district
over its autonomy was only set
to intensify, with a House com-
mittee beginning to debate 13
bills that would wrest away
even more of the city’s control
if approved.

Mayor Muriel Bowser’s of-
fice said the order expires at
midnight. The National Guard
and some other federal agen-
cies will continue their deploy-
ment and it’s not clear when
that might end.

Trump’s takeover of Wash-
ington’s policing and Wednes-
day’s discussions in the House
underscore how interlinked the
capital is with the federal gov-
ernment and how much the
city’s capacity to govern is be-
holden to federal decisions.
Congress, satisfied by steps
that Bowser has taken to ensure
that the cooperation with the

city will continue, decided not
to extend the emergency, re-
turning the police to district
control. But Bowser, who has
walked a tightrope in collabo-
rating with Trump in an effort
to protect the city’s home rule,
must now pivot to a Congress
that has jurisdiction over the
city. The next order of business
is a series of proposals that will
be debated Wednesday by the
House Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

Thirteen of the bills call for
repealing or changing D.C.
laws. Some provisions in play
would remove the district’s

elected attorney general, who
recently asked a judge to inter-
vene in the takeover. Others
would allow the president to ap-
point someone to the position. 

There is also a move to lower
the age of trying juveniles to 14
from 16 for certain crimes, and
one to change the bail system
and remove methods the coun-
cil can use to extend emergen-
cy bills. Even if the bills pass
the committee and House, the
question is whether they can
get through the filibuster-proof
Senate. D.C. activists have al-
ready begun lobbying Senate
Democrats.

DC autonomy in question as emergency order ends
Associated Press
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WASHINGTON — Within a
week of Donald Trump’s elec-
tion, Sen. Lindsey Graham coun-
seled the president-elect to
quickly send a message to the
drug cartels from the White
House.

“Blow up something,” Graham
told Trump.

The brazen military strike on a
suspected drug-smuggling
speedboat carrying 11 people
from Venezuela this month is just
what the South Carolina senator
had in mind. But it has cleaved
fresh divisions within the Repu-
blican Party over Trump’s cam-
paign promise to keep the U.S.
out of foreign entanglements and
the reality of a commander in
chief whose America First agen-
da is pursuing a tougher military
stance.

And it’s raising stark questions
about just how far Trump intends
to wield his presidential power
over the U.S. military without a
robust check on the executive
branch from Congress. 

Already, Trump has dropped
30,000-pound bombs on Iran’s

nuclear sites without any new au-
thorizations from Capitol Hill.
He deployed the military to Los
Angeles over the objections of
California’s Democratic gover-
nor and wants the National
Guard in other cities, too.
Trump’s allies pressured sen-
ators to confirm Pete Hegseth as
defense secretary despite objec-
tions to his past behavior and
skepticism of “warrior culture”
at the Pentagon. And last week
Trump rebranded the Depart-
ment of Defense as the Depart-
ment of War. 

“I don’t care whether it’s a Re-
publican president or a Demo-
crat president,” said Republican
Sen. Rand Paul of Kentucky,
once a Trump rival for the White
House. “We can’t just want to kill
people without having some kind
of process.”

The Trump administration,
and the president himself, have
said the lethal strike on the vessel
from Venezuela was intended to
make it clear that the U.S. would
not tolerate drugs being shipped
into this country. 

They said those killed on the

boat in the Caribbean included
members of the Tren de Aragua
gang, which operates from Vene-
zuela, though details have been
scarce.

“Killing cartel members who
poison our fellow citizens is the
highest and best use of our mil-
itary,” Vice President JD Vance
posted on social media.

When a prominent commenter
suggested that killing civilians
without due process would be a
war crime, Vance replied that he
didn’t care “what you call it.”

A bipartisan briefing on the
matter for the Senate’s top na-
tional security staff was abruptly
canceled last week. And Tues-
day’s rescheduled session left
many questions unanswered.

The Trump administration did
not explain its authority for the
strike and would not provide le-
gal opinion, according to a person
familiar with the briefing who in-
sisted on anonymity because it
was closed.

“Where is the legality here?”
said Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., a
former Navy combat pilot and as-
tronaut.

Republicans have been shift-
ing their national security prior-
ities since Trump’s first term
moved the GOP away from its
traditional mooring as a party
with a muscular approach to con-
fronting adversaries and assist-
ing allies abroad.

Trump’s America First ap-
proach initially launched a new
era of U.S. neo-isolationism more
aligned with the libertarian-lean-
ing Paul than traditional defense
hawks like Graham.

But in his second term, Trump
is testing not his national security
vision but his power to enact it.

Sen. Jim Risch of Idaho, the
Republican chairman of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, said he is “extremely confi-
dent” that the target of the boat
bombing was “a group of narco-
terrorists.”

But Sen. Jack Reed of Rhode
Island, the top Democrat on the
Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee, called for lawmakers to re-
ceive a full briefing from the
Trump administration, including
the legal rationale for the mili-
tary strike.

Trump under fire for using military strike
Associated Press 

A Navy sailor who pleaded
guilty this week to charges
stemming from the death of a
fellow military police officer at
a Virginia naval base last year
isn’t solely responsible for the
tragedy, his attorney said this
week. 

On Monday, Petty Officer
2nd Class Jackson Bower
pleaded guilty to dereliction of
duty resulting in death related
to a boating accident at Naval
Weapons Station Yorktown on
April 28, 2024. For his role in
the death of Petty Officer 3rd
Class Lyndon Cosgriff-Flax,
Bower was sentenced to 70

days in the brig by a military
judge at a special court-mar-
tial at Naval Station Norfolk. 

Bower, 24, originally faced
additional charges of negligent
homicide and making a false
statement, which carried a
penalty of up to eight years in
prison. 

In the subsequent plea
agreement, those charges
were dropped. Bower’s guilty
plea and sentencing should not
be the end of the case, his at-
torney, Peter Kageleiry Jr.,
said in a statement on Tues-
day. 

Kageleiry implored the Na-
vy to fulfill its “moral obliga-
tion” to be fully transparent

about what he called the
“shortcomings” that contrib-
uted to Cosgriff-Flax’s death. 

“This is not the first small
boat fatality. If reforms are not
implemented, I fear it will not
be the last,” Kageleiry said in
the statement.

The Navy did not immedi-
ately respond on Wednesday to
a request for comment regard-
ing Kageleiry’s statement. 

The service has shared few
details about what happened,
except to say that the tragedy
occurred during security boat
training and area familiariza-
tion on the York River. 

Cosgriff-Flax, 22, was stand-
ing near the front, or bow, of a

Navy patrol boat piloted by
Bower when he fell overboard
after a sharp turn, suffering fa-
tal injuries, according to
media and official accounts. 

Cosgriff-Flax’s father spoke
during Monday’s hearing, and
his remarks were included in
the statement released by
Bower’s attorney.

“If there are others who
share the burden of wrongdo-
ing, I hope that the Navy will
act righteously and bring them
to accountability and execute
the appropriate measures of
justice,” Corey Flax told the
military judge presiding over
the hearing, according to the
statement.

Attorney: Navy police officer’s death could have been avoided
BY ALISON BATH

Stars and Stripes 
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ASouth Korean charter plane arrived in At-
lanta on Wednesday to take home Korean
workers detained in an immigration raid in
Georgia last week, but even after a high-level
meeting between U.S. and South Korean offi-
cials there was no immediate word on when
the workers would be able to leave.

A total of 475 workers, more than 300 of
them South Koreans, were rounded up in the
Sept. 4 raid at the battery factory under con-
struction at Hyundai’s sprawling auto plant.
U.S. authorities released video showing some
being shackled with chains around their
hands, ankles and waists, causing shock and a
sense of betrayal among many in South Korea,
akey U.S. ally.

South Korea’s government later said it
reached an agreement with the U.S. for the re-
lease of the workers.

South Korean TV footage showed the char-
ter plane, a Boeing 747-8i from Korean Air,
taking off at Incheon International Airport,
just west of Seoul, and it landed in Atlanta on
Wednesday morning. South Korea’s Foreign

Ministry said it was talking with U.S. officials
about letting the plane return home with the
released workers as soon as possible. But it
said the plane cannot depart from the U.S. on
Wednesday due to an unspecified reason in-
volving the U.S. side.

The Korean workers are being held at an
immigration detention center in Folkston in
southeast Georgia. South Korean media re-
ported they will be freed and driven 285 miles
by bus to Atlanta to take the charter plane.
Three buses were parked at the detention cen-
ter Wednesday morning.

South Korean officials said they’ve been ne-
gotiating with the U.S. to win “voluntary” de-
partures of the workers, rather than deporta-
tions that could result in making them ineligi-
ble to return to the U.S. for up to 10 years.

The workplace raid was its largest yet as it
pursues its mass deportation agenda. The
Georgia battery plant, a joint venture between
Hyundai and LG Energy Solution, is one of
more than 20 major industrial sites that South
Korean companies are currently building in
the United States.

Many South Koreans view the Georgia raid
as a source of national disgrace and remain
stunned over it. Only 10 days earlier, South Ko-
rean President Lee Jae Myung and U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump held their first summit in
Washington on Aug. 25. In late July, South Ko-
rea also promised hundreds of billions of dol-
lars in U.S. investments to reach a tariff deal.

Experts say South Korea won’t likely take
any major retaliatory steps against the U.S.,
but the Georgia raid could become a source of
tensions between the allies as the Trump ad-
ministration intensifies immigration raids.

U.S. authorities said some of the detained
workers had illegally crossed the U.S. border,
while others had entered the country legally
but had expired visas or entered on a visa
waiver that prohibited them from working.
But South Korean experts and officials said
Washington has yet to act on Seoul’s yearslong
demand to ensure a visa system to accommo-
date skilled Korean workers needed to build
facilities, though it has been pressing South
Korea to expand industrial investments in the
U.S.

Seoul sends plane to bring back detainees
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Labor
unions representing millions of
educators and school employees
are suing President Donald
Trump’s administration over its
immigration crackdown, saying
arrests near school campuses
are terrorizing children and their
teachers, leading some students
to drop out.

At the start of Trump’s second
term, his Republican adminis-
tration said it would allow immi-
gration arrests at schools — long
considered off limits. That violat-
ed the law, argues the lawsuit
from the two largest U.S. teacher
unions, the National Education
Association and the American
Federation of Teachers. Also
joining the lawsuit are educators
from an Oregon preschool where
masked agents broke a car win-
dow and dragged a student’s fa-
ther from his car shortly after the
child had been dropped off. 

Teacher Lauren Fong, who

teaches the child whose father
was arrested that day, said she
was troubled by the decision to
confront the father in the school
parking lot, which is private
property. 

“Why a school? Why not some-
place else, any place else?” Fong
said in an interview. “It was in the
parking lot, where it could be wit-
nessed by so many young chil-
dren.”

The educators are joining a
lawsuit filed in April by an Ore-
gon farmworker union and a
group of churches, challenging
the Trump administration’s de-
cision to open houses of worship
to immigration enforcement as
well. The amended lawsuit was
filed Tuesday in federal court in
Eugene, Ore.

The lawsuit describes several
instances of masked agents from
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement making arrests in and
around school and church
grounds.

Teachers sue Trump over
immigration crackdown

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — The Su-

preme Court granted an unusual-
ly quick hearing on President Do-
nald Trump’s sweeping tariffs on
Tuesday, putting a policy at the
center of his economic agenda
squarely before the nation’s high-
est court. 

The justices will hear the case
in November, a lightning-fast ti-
metable by the Supreme Court’s
typical standards, and rule at
some point after that. The tariffs
will stay in place in the meantime. 

The court agreed to take up an
appeal from the Trump adminis-
tration after lower courts found
most of his tariffs illegal. 

The small businesses and
states that challenged them also
agreed to the accelerated timeta-
ble. They say Trump’s import tax-
es on goods from almost every
country in the world have nearly
driven their businesses to bank-
ruptcy. 

“Congress, not the President

alone, has the power to impose
tariffs,” attorney Jeffrey Schwab
with the Liberty Justice Center
said. 

Two lower courts have agreed
that Trump didn’t have the power
to impose all the tariffs under an
emergency powers law, though a
divided appeals court left them in
place. 

The Trump administration
asked the justices to intervene
quickly, arguing the law gives
him the power to regulate imports
and striking down the tariffs
would put the country on “the
brink of economic catastrophe.”

The case will come before a
court that has been reluctant to
check Trump’s extraordinary
flex of executive power. One big
question is whether the justices’
own expansive view of presiden-
tial authority allows for Trump’s
tariffs without the explicit ap-
proval of Congress, which the
Constitution endows with the
power to levy tariffs.

Justices to quickly consider
if Trump can impose tariffs

Associated Press
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STRASBOURG, France —
The European Commission
president said Wednesday she
would seek sanctions and a par-
tial trade suspension against Is-
rael over the war in Gaza, an an-
nouncement that marked a
sharp turnaround for Ursula
von der Leyen, a longtime sup-
porter of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

The 27-nation European
Union is deeply divided in its
approach to Israel and the Pal-
estinians, and it’s unclear
whether a majority will be
found to endorse the sanctions
and trade measures.

Von der Leyen added that the

commission “will set up a Pales-
tine donor group next month,”
part of which will focus on Ga-
za’s future reconstruction. She
said the events in Gaza and the
suffering of children and fam-
ilies “has shaken the conscience
of the world.”

The Gaza Health Ministry
says 126 Palestinians, including
26 children, have died of causes
related to malnutrition since in-
ternational experts announced
famine in Gaza City on Aug. 22.
They are part of the total num-
ber of 404 people, including 141
children, who have died of caus-
es related to malnutrition since
the war began nearly two years
ago.

“Man-made famine can nev-
er be a weapon of war. For the
sake of the children, for the sake
of humanity. This must stop,”
von der Leyen said Wednesday,
to applause in the European
Parliament at its meeting in
Strasbourg, France.

Israeli Foreign Minister Gi-
deon Saar, in a social media
post, said von der Leyen had
succumbed to pressures that
undermine Israel-Europe rela-
tions.

Von der Leyen’s comments
followed Israel’s military warn-
ing on Tuesday to Gaza City res-
idents to evacuate ahead of its
plans to take control of what it
portrays as Hamas’ last remain-

ing stronghold and where hun-
dreds of thousands of people re-
main under conditions of fam-
ine.

An estimated 1 million Pales-
tinians — around half of Gaza’s
overall population — live in the
area of north Gaza around Gaza
City, according to the Israeli
military and the United Nations.
Many are exhausted from mov-
ing multiple times and unsure if
traveling south will be safer.

The warnings directed at Ga-
za City came before an Israeli
strike on Tuesday targeting Ha-
mas’ leaders in Qatar, where ne-
gotiations over ending the war
in Gaza appeared to be at a
standstill.

EU leader seeks sanctions against Israel
Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — Qatari secur-
ity forces and emergency fire
personnel deployed Wednesday
around the site of an Israeli at-
tack on Hamas’ political leaders
who had gathered to consider a
U.S. proposal for a ceasefire in
Gaza.

Tuesday’s strike on a building
in Doha killed at least six people
in a neighborhood that is home
to foreign embassies and
schools. 

The strike on the territory of a
U.S. ally drew widespread con-

demnation from countries in the
Mideast and beyond. It also
marked a dramatic escalation in
the region and risked upending
talks aimed at ending the war
and freeing hostages.

An Israeli official said at least
10 bombs were used in the raid.
Speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, the official said about 10
planes participated and
dropped about 10 missiles.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said Tuesday he
had made the decision on Mon-
day to carry out the strike. 

The official did not know how
long the mission had been
planned but said the timing was
connected to “operational op-
portunity” — with Israel know-
ing that many Hamas officials
would be gathered in an area
relatively easy to hit.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani, Qatar’s
prime minister and foreign min-
ister, called out Netanyahu over
the attack.

“Such hostile behavior re-
flects only the barbarism of Ne-
tanyahu,” the minister said

while consoling the family of a
Qatari security official killed in
Israel’s strike. He added that
Netanyahu “was pushing the re-
gion toward irreparable insta-
bility, undermining internation-
al laws and frameworks.”

Israel hasn’t specified what it
used to carry out the strike, be-
yond saying it employed preci-
sion-guided weapons meant to
minimize collateral damage. 

Hamas said in a statement
Tuesday that its top leaders sur-
vived the strike but that five low-
er-level members were killed.

Qatar digs through rubble of Israeli attack on Hamas
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Apple’s
iPhone 17 lineup is here. The
tech giant on Tuesday unveiled
four new models that mark the
latest editions to its marquee
product.

That includes the introduc-
tion of the iPhone Air, which
Apple says is its thinnest smart-
phone yet. And, as seen in years
past, its newest phones boast
better cameras, longer lasting
batteries and a handful of other

upgrades across the board. The
latest devices come with a new a
A19 chip, which will particular-
ly help power Apple’s artificial
intelligence features.

The iPhone 17 officially hits
stores Sept. 19.

Apple’s going price for the
iPhone 17 begins at about $800
— compared to $1,100 and
$1,200 for its iPhone 17 Pro and
Pro Max models. The iPhone
Air will start at $1,000.

Apple’s latest iPhone lineup

arrives as companies across in-
dustries face rising costs from
Trump’s new tariffs on imports
from around the world. 

In addition to better camera
quality on its front and back fac-
ing lenses, iPhone 17’s front
camera has been upgraded
across its lineup to have a wider
field of view and new sensor, al-
lowing you to take landscape
photos and other selfie orienta-
tions without having to rotate
your phone. 

iPhone’s new Air offering al-
so gives users the option to rec-
ord videos using the front and
back cameras simultaneously.
Meanwhile, the iPhone 17 Pro
and Pro Max added a more pow-
erful telephoto lens, among oth-
er improvements.

Apple also boasted longer
battery life across its iPhone 17
lineup. It said that its new
iPhone Air, in particular, would
be the tech giant’s most power-
efficient iPhone yet.

Apple unveils its new iPhone 17 lineup and features
Associated Press
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Gift-grabbing wedding
crasher suspect arrested

CA GLENDALE — After
a video went viral

last week showing a man crash-
ing a wedding in Glendale and
then taking off with a gift box
containing about $60,000 in
cash and checks, police identi-
fied and arrested two men in
connection to the brazen theft.

Armean Shirehjini was ar-
rested last Thursday at his
home in Sherman Oaks, along
with Andranik Avetisyan, who
resides in Los Angeles, accord-
ing to Glendale police detec-
tives. Shirehjini is suspected of
stealing the gift box, and Aveti-
syan was identified as the al-
leged getaway driver on te night
of the wedding.

The theft took place just after
midnight Aug. 31 at the Renais-
sance Banquet Hall in Glendale. 

The suspected thief, who was
an uninvited guest, went largely
unnoticed until a bridesmaid
saw him grab the donation box
from the banquet hall and dash
out through a side door.

Guided tours resume
at leprosy settlement

HI HONOLULU — A for-
mer leprosy settle-

ment in a remote part of Hawaii
will reopen this month for the
first time since the pandemic,
when it closed to shield the few
remaining patients, all of whom
are over 80, from exposure to
COVID-19, officials said Mon-
day.

Hawaii banished leprosy pa-
tients to Kalaupapa for over a
century, starting in 1866 during
Hawaiian Kingdom rule. The
exile policy was lifted in 1969.

Patients are free to leave the
settlement but many have cho-

sen to stay because it has be-
come their home. Six patients,
all cured, live there now, rang-
ing in age from 84 to 101. Three
live there full-time and three
visit intermittently.

The state has promised to
keep the settlement open and
care for patients until the last
one dies. Their privacy means
guided tours are the only way
visitors may travel to Kalaupa-
pa.

Death of man restrained
in jail ruled homicide

KS MISSION — The
death of a Kansas in-

mate following a struggle with
jail staff has been ruled a hom-
icide and the case referred to
prosecutors to determine
whether to file charges, author-
ities say.

Charles Adair, 50, died at the
Wyandotte County Detention
Center in Kansas City, Kan., on
July 5, one day after he was ar-
rested on misdemeanor war-
rants for failure to appear on
multiple traffic violations.

The Kansas Bureau of Inves-
tigation announced Friday that
an autopsy report listed his
manner of death as homicide
and his cause of death as “me-
chanical asphyxia,” a condition
where breathing is obstructed. 

Disease-carrying tick
found farther north

ME PORTLAND — Re-
searchers have con-

firmed the presence of an inva-
sive species of tick in Maine for
the first time, marking the far-
thest northeast in the United
States the pest has been discov-
ered.

The University of Maine and
state conservation officials said

Monday they confirmed the
presence of the Asian long-
horned tick in the state in July.
The tick is native to east Asia,
where it is capable of spreading
tickborne infections such as
spotted fever.

The tick was first confirmed
in the United States in New Jer-
sey in 2017 and it has since
spread to more than 20 states,
clustering mostly around the
eastern third of the country.
Public health officials have said
possible routes of entry includ-
ing on pets and livestock.

Agency to use funding 
to avoid transit cuts

PA HARRISBURG —
Gov. Josh Shapiro’s

administration on Monday ap-
proved the use of hundreds of
millions of dollars in capital pro-
ject funding for Philadelphia’s
public transit agency to help it
restore bus, trolley and rail ser-
vices that it had eliminated to
shore up its deficit-riddled fi-
nances.

SEPTA said that shifting $394
million in state-provided capital
funds could restore services
and avoid other planned cuts for
the next two years.

That’s about a year’s worth of
funding it gets from the state for
capital projects. The authority
will still impose fare increases
of 21.5% that it estimated will
bring in $31 million a year.

Thieves ram vehicle into
shop, grab jewelry

CA SAN JOSE — An el-
derly California je-

welry shop owner was violently
shoved to the floor after a veh-
icle was used to crash into the
store, and more than a dozen
hooded and masked robbers

smashed glass display cases
and made off with merchandise.

Store surveillance video
shows the owner standing be-
hind a glass display case when
the rear of an SUV bursts
through the shop’s glass win-
dows and door.

About 16, mostly black-clad
robbers, then rush through the
busted storefront. One uses a
clawlike hammer to smash the
case directly in front of the shop
owner.

Another member of the group
can be seen pushing the man
down as he attempts to stop
them from taking merchandise.

The entire group quickly
flees once a vehicle horn outside
is heard blaring.

Judge OKs settlement 
in voter registration suit

NC RALEIGH — A fed-
eral judge on Mon-

day approved a plan to settle a
lawsuit filed by President Do-
nald Trump’s Justice Depart-
ment that demanded North Car-
olina election officials accumu-
late identification numbers
lacking on the records of more
than 100,000 registered voters.

The May 27 lawsuit accused
the state board of violating the
Help America Vote Act by fail-
ing to ensure registration rec-
ords were accurate for federal
elections. 

Federal and North Carolina
laws have directed that since
2004 election officials request
registrants provide a voter’s
driver’s license number or the
last four digits of their Social Se-
curity number. For about a dec-
ade, however, the state’s regis-
tration form failed to make clear
voters were supposed to pro-
vide a number if they had one.

— From wire reports
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Jalen Carter’s penalty for
spitting on Cowboys quarter-
back Dak Prescott sends a mes-
sage to the rest of the league.

Carter is losing $57,222 for
the infraction, the equivalent of
his game check for Week 1 be-
cause the NFL considers the
punishment a one-game sus-
pension with time served. The
Pro Bowl defensive tackle didn’t
play a snap after he was ejected
from Philadelphia’s 24-20 victo-
ry over Dallas on Thursday.

Carter is expected to be on the
field when the Eagles face the
Kansas City Chiefs in a Super
Bowl rematch Sunday. The
team could impose its own dis-
cipline such as benching him for
the first play, the first series or
longer.

The NFL’s distinction of a
one-game suspension sets a

precedent and makes it clear to
players that spitting on an oppo-
nent will result in similar disci-
pline. The NFL Players Associa-
tion could view the discipline as
a fine for future arguments.

Carter isn’t appealing his pen-
alty.

“I’m going to keep everything
that I do with him private, re-
gardless of if you see it on Sun-
day or not,” Eagles coach Nick
Sirianni said Monday about his
best defensive player. “Every-
thing, every conversation,
whether it’s a personal conver-
sation, a disciplinary thing, all
those things will always be han-
dled privately. I just think that’s
the way to go about doing team
business and when you’re doing
things with a football team.”

Carter apologized for being
disqualified from the game.
Players have been fined for spit-

ting on opponents in the past,
but there wasn’t a case where
anyone was suspended for do-
ing it.

Until now — technically.
Carter’s infraction came mo-

ments after the franchise’s sec-
ond Super Bowl banner was
raised. He was penalized for un-
sportsmanlike conduct before
the first snap from scrimmage
while trainers were attending to
an injury on the kickoff.

Carter approached Prescott
after the quarterback had
stepped up in the huddle, stood
between two of his linemen and
spit on the ground in the direc-
tion of Carter, who was several
yards away.

The two players exchanged
words before Carter spit on
Prescott’s jersey and then
backed away. Prescott quickly
motioned to a nearby official,

who threw the flag.
It was an easy call after the

league made it clear that enforc-
ing sportsmanship would be a
point of emphasis this season.

“It was a mistake that hap-
pened on my side. It won’t hap-
pen again,” Carter said after the
game. “I feel bad for just my
teammates and fans out there.
I’m doing it for them. I’m doing
it for my family, also. But the
fans, they showed the most
love.”

Prescott said he simply spit
straight ahead, explaining he
does so often during games. His
saliva landed near Carter,
which raised his ire.

Prescott said Carter asked:
“You trying to spit on me?”

“I wouldn’t spit on somebody.
I’m definitely not trying to spit
on you. We’re about to play a
game,” Prescott said.

Eagles’ Carter fined $57K for spitting incident
Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — Deion Sanders
wants nothing more than stability at quar-
terback — like he had for years with his son
— and confirmed that Ryan Staub is indeed
taking the majority of snaps in practice.

That’s as far as the Colorado coach would
go, though. He declined to confirm a report
from ESPN that Staub is expected to go
from third-stringer to starter for Colorado’s
Big 12 opener Friday night at Houston.

“I haven’t made that assessment and de-
cision yet,” Sanders said Tuesday.

One thing is clear: Sanders prefers not to
do a rotation again. He gave each of his QBs
two series apiece last weekend against De-
laware to see what they could do.

Staub, the third QB to enter, made the
most of his chance when he took over late in
the first half. He threw a TD pass just be-
fore halftime and another right after the
break. He finished 7-for-10 for 157 yards to
help the Buffaloes improve to 1-1.

That may have been just enough to land
him the QB1 gig over transfer Kaidon Salt-
er, the starter the past two weeks, and
freshman Julian “JuJu” Lewis. Sanders
didn’t have this type of QB quandary the
past two seasons with his son, Shedeur, in
Boulder.

“I don’t want to play musical chairs at
quarterback,” Sanders said. “Why would I
want to come to the game and do that? It’s
like spinning the darn wheel ... I wasn’t
good at roulette.”

To keep things light, Sanders quickly
added: “But I would put everything on 21
black,” a reference to the No. 21 he famous-
ly wore during his Hall of Fame career.

In Colorado’s 31-7 win over Delaware,
Salter did his part by staking the Buffaloes
to a 10-0 lead in his two series. The Liberty
transfer handed the offensive controls over
to Lewis, the 17-year-old who’s considered
the future of the program. Lewis didn’t
produce any points while directing the of-
fense.

Staub came in with 45 seconds left in the
first half and shined. He ended up playing
four straight series. His teammates con-
gratulated him and the student section
chanted his name.

This won’t be a popularity contest,
though.

“Oftentimes, what the team thinks may
not be correct. Oftentimes, what the fans
think or the media ...” Sanders said. “It’s got
to be what we as coaches have come to the
conclusion of what best fits us, for where
we’re headed.”

Any concerns over not having a solidified
No. 1 quarterback?

“A solidified quarterback? Who has one
of those?” Sanders asked. “What does that
look like? What is a solidified quarterback
look like? What does that look like? I want to
know. We play a quarterback every week.
What does a solidified quarterback look
like?”

His son, Shedeur, someone suggested.
“That’s what I thought, too,” Deion San-

ders said as he clapped his hands. “Thank
you, Lord. Thank you for that setup.”

Staub spent the past two seasons as the
backup to Shedeur Sanders. They still have
a tight bond even with Sanders now in Cle-
veland. He has been reaching out Staub,
which comes as no surprise to the Colorado
coach given that Staub “is a lovable dude,
man,” Deion Sanders said.

“Everybody who played here previously
had reached out to him and congratulated
him,” Sanders said. “He’s always been a
standup guy. No matter who’s starting, he’s
always been there in support. He’s not go-
ing to be one of those guys who, somebody
else is starting, he’s sitting on the bench
mad, sulking. He’s not built like that. He’s
going be there in support and make sure
you’re prepared.”

Colorado’s Staub not starting QB yet despite upping reps
Associated Press
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PHILADELPHIA — Kyle
Schwarber hit his 50th home
run of the season and Ranger
Suárez struck out a career-high
12 over six shutout innings to
lead the Philadelphia Phillies to
a 9-3 win over the New York
Mets on Tuesday night.

The Phillies have won the
first two games of the four-
game series and lead the NL
East by nine games over the
Mets.

The left-hander Suárez (12-6)
tossed one-hit ball as he lo-
wered his ERA to 2.77.

Schwarber’s three-run shot
off reliever Justin Hagenman in
the seventh gave Philadelphia a
7-1 lead and made him the first
National League player to reach
50 homers this season. Seattle
Mariners catcher Cal Raleigh
leads the majors with 53.

The fan-favorite designated
hitter came out of the dugout for
a curtain call for a crowd roar-
ing “MVP! MVP!” as “50
Schwarbombs” flashed on the
big screen.

Suárez struck out Juan Soto
and Pete Alonso in the first in-
ning and threw 60 strikes out of
his 99 total pitches. Suárez has
allowed just one earned run and
struck out 29 in his last 24 in-
nings over four starts.

Cubs 6, Braves 1: Rookie
Cade Horton threw 61⁄�3 strong
innings, Pete Crow-Armstrong
drove in two runs and visiting
Chicago pulled away from At-
lanta late for a win.

Horton (10-4) allowed one
run on four hits with no walks.
His 2.70 ERA leads all rookies
and 10 wins lead National
League rookies. He pitched into
the seventh inning for the third
time this season.

Crow-Armstrong had a sacri-
fice fly in the first inning that
drove in Michael Busch and an
RBI single in the third that
scored Happ. Dansby Swanson
walked with the bases loaded in
the eighth before Shaw’s single.

Tigers 12, Yankees 2: Park-

er Meadows hit a go-ahead sin-
gle to spark a nine-run seventh
inning and Kerry Carpenter
added a two-run triple as visit-
ing Detroit took advantage of
wild relievers Fernando Cruz
and Mark Leiter Jr. in a victory
over New York.

The Tigers sent 14 batters to
the plate in the seventh and the
first nine reached against Cruz
(2-4) and Leiter, who combined
to allow four walks, four hits
and a hit batsman.

Carpenter lined a triple to
deep left field to make it 10-2.
That came after Trey Sweeney
scored on Leiter’s wild pitch to
the backstop.

Rays 5, White Sox 4: Tristan
Gray, Josh Lowe and Richie Pa-
lacios homered to help visiting
Tampa Bay beat Chicago.

Gray hit a tiebreaking solo
drive off Tyler Alexander (5-14)
in the seventh inning. 

The Rays returned to .500
with their 11th win in 16 games.
They had dropped three in a
row since a seven-game win
streak.

Guardians 2, Royals 0: Joey
Cantillo allowed four hits in a
career-best eight-plus innings,
José Ramírez homered, dou-
bled and scored twice, and host
Cleveland beat Kansas City for
its fifth straight victory.

Cantillo (5-3) struck out five
and didn’t issue a walk. Cade
Smith pitched a scoreless ninth
for his 12th save for the Guardi-
ans, who have won six of seven
and entered Wednesday 2½
games behind Seattle for the fi-
nal wild-card spot.

Orioles 3, Pirates 2 (11): Sa-
muel Basallo hit an RBI single
in the 11th inning that was ini-
tially ruled a foul ball to give
Baltimore a walk-off win over
Pittsburgh.

Basallo’s popup to left grazed
off the glove of left fielder Tom-
my Pham, landed on the chalk
in the outfield grass, and was
ruled foul. After a review, it was
ruled a hit to drive in Gunnar
Henderson for the Orioles’

third straight walk-off win.
Nationals 7, Marlins 5: Josh

Bell homered for the fourth
time in three games, Mitchell
Parker threw 72⁄�3 innings of two-
run ball and visiting Washing-
ton beat Miami.

After losing five of their first
six against the Marlins this sea-
son, the Nationals have won five
straight against their NL East
opponent.

Blue Jays 4, Astros 3 (10):
Tyler Heineman drove in the
winning run in the 10th inning
and host Toronto rallied to beat
Houston.

Vladimir Guerrero Jr.
reached on an infield single
against Craig Kimbrel (0-1) to
begin the 10th, advancing auto-
matic runner Myles Straw to
third base.

Rangers 5, Brewers 4: Mi-
chael Helman hit a two-run
home run during a four-run
fifth inning minutes after mak-
ing a leaping backhand catch
over the fence in left center that
prevented a two-run homer as
host Texas beat Milwaukee.

The Rangers have won 13 of
their last 17 games to cut a 7½-
game deficit behind first-place
Houston in the AL West to 2½
games.

Giants 5, Diamondbacks 3:
Willy Adames hit a three-run
homer in the first inning, Rob-
bie Ray remained unbeaten
pitching against his former
team and host San Francisco
beat Arizona to gain ground in
the NL wild-card race.

San Francisco pulled within
two games of the Mets for the fi-
nal NL wild-card spot after New
York lost at Philadelphia, but
the Mets own the tiebreaker.

Reds 4, Padres 2: Tyler Ste-
phenson hit a two-run homer to
left field with two outs in the
ninth — five innings after being
robbed of one by Fernando Ta-
tis Jr. in right — and visiting
Cincinnati beat San Diego.

Stephenson homered into the
lower balcony of the brick
warehouse in the left-field cor-

ner of Petco Park on a 2-1 pitch
from All-Star closer Robert
Suarez (4-6) to give the Reds a
4-2 lead.

Angels 12, Twins 2: Kyle
Hendricks threw seven shutout
innings, Chris Taylor and Yoán
Moncada hit three-run homers,
and host Los Angeles scored all
of its runs with two outs in a vic-
tory over Minnesota.

Hendricks (7-9) gave up four
hits, struck out six and walked
one in his best start of the sea-
son, throwing 58 of 80 pitches
for strikes. Right-hander Zabby
Matthews (4-5) took the loss,
giving up five runs and seven
hits in 42⁄�3 innings.

Mariners 5, Cardinals 3:
Randy Arozarena hit a go-
ahead, three-run home run in
the third inning as part of a
four-RBI night as host Seattle
beat St. Louis to maintain a 1½-
game lead for the final AL wild
card.

Arozarena hit his 27th homer,
four more than his previous ca-
reer high. He turned on a fast-
ball down the middle from Mat-
thew Liberatore (7-12), a no-
doubt drive that prompted Aro-
zarena to stunt a pose in the di-
rection of the Mariners’ dugout.

Dodgers 7, Rockies 2: Teos-
car Hernández hit two home
runs and Emmet Sheehan (6-3)
pitched seven one-run innings
to lead host Los Angeles past
Colorado.

Freddie Freeman and Moo-
kie Betts also went deep for the
Dodgers, who increased their
lead in the NL West to two
games over San Diego. 

Red Sox 6, Athletics 0: Con-
nelly Early struck out 11 to tie
the Boston record for a major
league debut, and the visiting
Red Sox beat the Athletics to
close on the New York Yankees
for the top AL wild card.

Early (1-0) matched Don Aas-
e’s 11 strikeouts against Mil-
waukee on July 26, 1977. That
was the career high for Aase,
who pitched 447 more games in
a 13-season career.

Phils blast Mets, up division lead to 9
Associated Press 
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COLUMBUS, Ohio — Alejan-
dro Zendejas scored in the 30th
minute, Folarin Balogun added
a goal in the 64th and the United
States stopped a seven-game
winless streak against top 25 op-
ponents by beating a Japan
team of mostly second-string
players 2-0 in a friendly Tues-
day night.

The U.S. was coming off a 2-0
loss to South Korea on Saturday
in the first of eight friendlies be-
fore coach Mauricio Pochettino
calls in players for training
ahead of the World Cup.

“Super important for us,” star
Christian Pulisic said after as-
sisting on the second goal as the
15th-ranked Americans beat

No. 17 Japan 2-0 on Tuesday
night. “It’s been a tough go re-
cently and we wanted to walk
away with some confidence,
with a good feeling going into
the next camps, obviously lead-
ing into a World Cup year.”

No. 17 Japan used essentially
a B team, changing all 11 start-
ers from Saturday’s 0-0 draw
against Mexico and starting
eight players who entered with
10 or fewer international ap-
pearances. There were no start-
ers from the group that began
the March match against Bah-
rain when Samurai Blue
clinched their eighth straight
World Cup berth, though some
regulars entered in the 62nd
minute.

The U.S. had not beaten a top
25 team since the CONCACAF
Nations League final against
Mexico in March 2024, includ-
ing five straight defeats. The
Americans dominated through-
out with a 19-11 in advantage in
shots before a pro-American
sellout crowd of 20,192 at Low-
er.com Field, winning 2-0 for
the sixth time in Columbus.

Zendejas took a long cross
from left back Max Arfsten and
volleyed with his left foot from
near the penalty spot for his sec-
ond goal in 13 international ap-
pearances.

Balogun scored his sixth in-
ternational goal after Pulisic’s
through pass, beating goalkeep-

er Keisuke Osako with an an-
gled shot inside the far post.

Chris Richards, Alex Free-
man, Cristian Roldan, Zendejas
and Balogun joined the starting
lineup in place of Sergiño Dest,
Diego Luna, Sebastian Berhal-
ter, Tim Weah and Josh Sar-
gent.

Richards, Tim Ream and
Tristan Blackmon started as a
three-man back line, with Arf-
sten and Freeman as wing-
backs, a formation coach Po-
chettino switched to in the sec-
ond half Saturday.

Adams and Roldan had not
started together since 2018 and
Roldan made his first start in 26
months.

US men top Japan, end winless streak vs. top 25 teams
Associated Press

NAPA, Calif. — Justin Tho-
mas is in northern California’s
wine country for a final tune-up
before the Ryder Cup, just like
he was two years ago. Only now
he has plenty of company.

The U.S. team, determined
not to repeat the mistakes of two
years ago, has 10 of its 12 players
in the Procore Championship at
Silverado Resort as they try to
stay sharp with the Ryder Cup
matches in two weeks at Be-
thpage Black.

“The rust some guys had in
Rome was a bit of a learning ex-
perience,” Thomas said Tues-
day after nine holes of practice
with three teammates.

Two years ago, Thomas and
Max Homa played the Napa
tournament, the only competi-
tion in the four weeks between
the Tour Championship and the
Ryder Cup in Rome. Europe
overwhelmed the Americans
from the start at Marco Simone
and cruised to another win.

Scottie Scheffler and Xander
Schauffele were among the
players pushing for everyone to
be in Napa, and U.S. captain

Keegan Bradley organized a
week of practice, a team dinner
scheduled for Tuesday night
and then a chance for players to
compete and stay sharp.

Schauffele was the only PGA
Tour member who wound up
not coming. He said in a text to
the AP on Tuesday morning he
was at home in Florida with his
newborn son.

Bryson DeChambeau is with
LIV Golf, and thus suspended
by the PGA Tour and ineligible
to play. DeChambeau was at the
Walker Cup at Cypress Point
over the weekend and said he
would be at the dinner — but not
at the tournament to avoid be-
coming a distraction.

Bradley also is at the Procore
Championship even though he’s
not playing. He was in a cart
bouncing between two groups
of his players.

Bradley also has an influence
on the tee times, not uncommon
in a Ryder Cup year at tourna-
ments throughout the year.

The Ryder Cup players are
stacked together in four groups
that play Thursday afternoon
and Friday morning — Schef-

fler with Russell Henley and
J.J. Spaun; Harris English with
Collin Morikawa and Webb
Simpson (who is not in the Ryd-
er Cup); Sam Burns with Pa-
trick Cantlay and vice captain
Gary Woodland; and Thomas
with Cameron Young and Ben
Griffin.

It gives the Procore Cham-
pionship the best field it has ev-
er had, and also created an in-
teresting dynamic Tuesday on
the practice range of what
looked to be two tours — Ryder
Cup players, all of them among
the top 25 in the world, right
alongside players who are
scrambling to finish in the top
100 in the FedEx Cup to keep
their jobs for next year.

Most of them — that includes
Homa, who is not part of the
team this year — have not
played in more than a month be-
cause they weren’t eligible for
the FedEx Cup postseason.

“The guys that need to play
well, it’s huge,” defending
champion Patton Kizzire said.
“Everybody wants to get off to a
good start this fall. We’ve got a
good slate of tournaments but

everybody’s looking forward to
Napa through that break. Ev-
erybody’s preparing and really
resetting and getting ready for
this week.”

Why so few Americans
played last year remains a mys-
tery, but this was clearly a cor-
rection.

Thomas, at age 32, is the vet-
eran of this U.S. team playing in
his fourth Ryder Cup. He said
one difficulty was the cups —
Ryder or Presidents — not be-
ing in the same part of the calen-
dar.

His first Presidents Cup was
in 2017 and Thomas went from
the Tour Championship to Li-
berty National. 

The next year, the U.S. team
went straight from the Tour
Championship in Atlanta to
France for the Ryder Cup.

And then last time for the
Ryder Cup, there was a four-
week break.

“It’s a chance for us to come
here and stay a lot sharper so we
don’t feel like we’re starting the
week from scratch at Be-
thpage,” Thomas said.

US gathers to start Ryder Cup prep
Associated Press 
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