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Trump to rebrand DOD as War Department

The Washington Post

President Donald Trump was
expected to rebrand the De-
fense Department as the De-
partment of War through an ex-
ecutive order Friday, a move
that the administration has said
more accurately reflects the
mission of the men and women
serving in uniform today.

“Restoring the name ‘Depart-
ment of War’ will sharpen the
focus of this Department on our
national interest and signal to
adversaries America’s readi-
ness to wage war to secure itsin-
terests,” according to a docu-
ment describing the forthcom-
ing executive order.

The administration had been
teasing the change for weeks,
with Trump telling reporters
during an Oval Office meeting
last month that the renaming
would be coming very soon. On
Thursday, Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth in a commence-
ment speech to new military of-
ficers at Fort Benning in
Georgia said that his job title as
“may be a slightly different title

tomorrow; we’ll see.”

Butit was not clearif the pres-
ident could unilaterally rename
the department, which was cre-
ated by Congress in 1789, as
each iteration of its name has
come about through legislation.

Also unclear is whether the
move is intended as a full-scale
renaming, or if the administra-
tion intends to leave much of the
Defense Department’s signage
intact and unchanged even if
Hegseth decides to call the
agency the Department of War.

Based on the document de-
scribing the change, the admin-
istration may be seeking to cir-
cumvent congressional action
by saying the action would use
the Department of War “as a
secondary title for the Depart-
ment of Defense.” However, it
would authorize Hegseth and
the department to “use second-
ary titles such as ‘Secretary of
War,” ‘Department of War,” and
‘Deputy Secretary of War’ in of-
ficial correspondence, public
communications, ceremonial
contexts, and non-statutory

documents within the executive
branch,” the document says.

Republican and Democratic
leaders of the Senate Armed
Services Committee did not im-
mediately respond to requests
for comment.

Congress established the
agency to be led by a secretary
of war. The bill was signed into
law by President George Wash-
ington. Following World War II,
the War Department was tem-
porarily renamed the National
Military Establishment. A 1949
amendment renamed the agen-
cy once again to its current
name, the Department of De-
fense.

The last major military com-
mand renaming also occurred
under Trump, when then-De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis an-
nounced in 2018 that U.S. Pacif-
ic Command would be renamed
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, to
better reflect the importance of
India’s role in U.S. defense
strategy in the East.

Official name changes, how-
ever, come with a hefty price

tag. The blue seal of the “De-
partment of Defense” is on hun-
dreds of installations and gov-
ernment buildings across the
globe. Official signage, station-
ery and publications across the
services may also need to be
overhauled.

Under the Biden administra-
tion, an effort to rename mili-
tary facilities honoring Civil
War-era Confederates cost
more than $60 million, accord-
ing to the renaming commis-
sion. When Trump returned to
office, Hegseth undid much of
that work, restoring the old
names by identifying service
members with last names simi-
lar to those of the Confederate
honorees.

Hegseth, a former National
Guard officer and Fox News
personality, has been discuss-
ing the issue internally since
March, said a person familiar
with the matter, apparently in-
spired after a White House
meeting at which Trump
quipped, “you look more like a
secretary of war.”

Administration to end European security programs

The Washington Post

The Trump administration
intends to halt longtime security
assistance programs for Eu-
rope, including an initiative to
fortify the continent’s eastern
flank against a potential attack
by Russia, as it endeavors to re-
cast Washington’s role within
NATO, according to six people
familiar with the matter.

The decision would impact
hundreds of millions of dollars
worth of military aid relied
upon by some of the alliance’s
most vulnerable members.

It has alarmed U.S. allies

struggling to comprehend the
administration’s policy toward
Europe and its chief adversary
in the Kremlin after President
Donald Trump, eager for a deal
to end Russia’s war in Ukraine,
rescued its mercurial leader,
Vladimir Putin, from diplomat-
ic isolation.

“The Russians genuinely only
care about American dollars,
American troops and the Amer-
ican flag,” said a European offi-
cial worried what signal a cut in
U.S. aid would send to Moscow.
This person spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss a

sensitive matter.

In a statement, the White
House said its move to slash se-
curity assistance was ‘“coordi-
nated” with the Europeans and
is consistent both with Trump’s
executive order to reevaluate
U.S. foreign aid and his “long-
standing emphasis on ensuring
Europe takes more responsibil-
ity for its own defense.”

Trump has vacillated in his
approach to Europe amid the
long-running Ukraine conflict,
exhibiting both frustration and
warmth toward Putin while en-
dorsing plans to support Kyiv

through American weapons
sales and security guarantees.

The Pentagon under Trump
also has sent mixed signals,
multiple people familiar with
the matter said.

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth in July met with the leaders
of the three Baltic nations that
border Russia — Estonia, Lat-
via and Lithuania — and com-
mended their push to raise de-
fense spending. But behind the
scenes, the Defense Depart-
ment policy office has been ag-
gressive in its efforts to end cer-
tain support programs.
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26 countries pledge troops
for Ukraine reassurance force

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — French
President Emmanuel Macron
said Thursday that 26 of Uk-
raine’s allies have pledged to
deploy troops as a “reassurance
force” for the war-torn country
once fighting ends in the con-
flict with Russia.

Macron spoke after a meeting
in Paris of the so-called “coali-
tion of the willing,” a group of 35
countries who support Ukraine.
He said that 26 of the countries
had committed to deploying
troops in Ukraine — or to main-
taining a presence on land, at
sea, or in the air — to help guar-
antee the country’s security the
day after a ceasefire or peace is
achieved.

Earlier Thursday, Macron
and other European leaders
met with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and the
U.S. envoy for peace talks, Steve
Witkoff, to discuss ways of en-
suring long-term military sup-
port and continued American
backing for Ukraine once the
conflict ends. Zelenskyy also
held a closed-door meeting with
Witkoff.

Macron said at a news confe-
rence alongside Zelenskyy that

the reassurance force “does not
have the will or the objective of
waging war against Russia,” but
will aim “to prevent any new
major aggression and to involve
the 26 states very clearly in the
lasting security of Ukraine.”

Though details of any U.S.
participation in the security
guarantees remain unclear,
both Macron and Zelenskyy
said Washington had expressed
willingness to be part of the
plan, and the Ukrainian presi-
dent said he was grateful about
that. “As for in what format, I
am not yet ready to tell you in
detail,” Zelenskyy added.

“The planning work will be fi-
nalized with the United States,”
Macron said.

Macron and British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer, who
lead the “coalition of the will-
ing,” previously have insisted
that any European ‘“reassu-
rance” force in Ukraine needs
the backing of the United States.

The European leaders —
some of whom joined the meet-
ing virtually — said Russian
President Vladimir Putin must
now work toward ending the
fighting, and the German gov-
ernment suggested European

sanctions on Russia would in-
crease if Moscow drags its feet.
The European leaders also
spoke by phone with President
Donald Trump after their meet-
ing.

Starmer’s office said the Brit-
ish prime minister “empha-
sized that the group had an un-
breakable pledge to Ukraine,
with President Trump’s back-
ing, and it was clear they now
needed to go even further to ap-
ply pressure on Putin to secure
a cessation of hostilities.”

Finnish President Alexander
Stubb told Finnish media that,
in the phone conversation with
European leaders, Trump em-
phasized the need to put eco-
nomic pressure on Russia, and
said Europe must stop buying
Russian oil and gas that he said
was funding the war.

Trump stressed that Russia
received 1.1 billion euros in fuel
sales from the EU in one year,
according to a White House offi-
cial who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Trump also emphasized that
European leaders must place
economic pressure on China for
indirectly funding Russia’s war
efforts, according to the official.

Putin: Foreign
troops could
be ‘targets’

Associated Press

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Friday that any for-
eign troops deployed to Ukraine
before a peace agreement has
been signed would be consi-
dered “legitimate targets” by
Moscow’s forces.

Putin’s comments came
hours after European leaders
repledged their commitment to
a potential peacekeeping force.

“If any troops appear there,
especially now while fighting is
ongoing, we assume that they
will be legitimate targets,” he
said during a panel at the East-
ern Economic Forum in the far
Russian city of Vladivostok.

Putin also dismissed the idea
of peacekeeping forces in Uk-
raine after a final peace deal,
saying ‘“no one should doubt”
that Moscow would comply with
a treaty to halt its 3%.-year war
with its neighbor.

He said that security guaran-
tees would be needed for both
Russia and Ukraine.

The Russian leader’s com-
ments follow remarks from
French President Emmanuel
Macron on Thursday that 26 of
Ukraine’s allies have pledged to
deploy troops as a “reassurance
force” for Ukraine once fighting
ends.

Supplies delivered to disputed South China Sea shoal

Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Fili-
pino forces transported food,
fuel and new personnel Friday
to a Philippine territorial out-
post in a fiercely disputed shoal
in the South China Sea despite
tensions flaring recently at the
atoll after China staged water
cannon drills and deployed ad-
ditional coast guard and sus-
pected militia vessels, two Phi-
lippine officials said.

Two Philippine security offi-
cials said a new Armed Forces
of the Philippines delivery of
supplies and navy and marine
personnel to the Second Tho-
mas Shoal was successfully
“completed without any unto-
ward incident” Friday. The offi-
cials did not elaborate and
spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty because of the issue’s sensi-
tivity.

One of the officials said the

delivery was postponed for a
few weeks to ensure its security
and success.

Chinese officials did not im-
mediately issue a statement.
They have previously claimed
the fishing atoll and virtually
the entire South China Seain the
past and have repeatedly de-
manded the Philippines pull a
grounded warship, the BRP
Sierra Madre, from the Second
Thomas Shoal.

The Philippine military has
carried out atleast nine such de-
liveries of supplies and new
batches of navy and marine per-
sonnel without incident to the
long-grounded ship, the BRP
Sierra Madre.

Confrontations were averted
after Beijing and Manila signing
a temporary nonaggression
deal in July 2024 to prevent new
confrontations at the fishing
atoll.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Panel: DOD-funded research at
Chinese colleges tied to military

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Over a re-
cent two-year period, the Penta-
gon funded hundreds of pro-
jects done in collaboration with
universities in China and insti-
tutes linked to that nation’s de-
fense industry, including many
blacklisted by the U.S. govern-
ment for working with the Chi-
nese military, a congressional
investigation has found.

The report, released Friday
by House Republicans on the
Select Committee on the Chi-
nese Communist Party, argues
the projects have allowed China
to exploit U.S. research partner-
ships for military gains while
the two countries are locked in a
tech and arms rivalry.

“American taxpayer dollars
should be used to defend the na-
tion — not strengthen its fore-
most strategic competitor,” Re-
publicans wrote in the report.

“Failing to safeguard Ameri-
can research from hostile for-

eign exploitation will continue
to erode U.S. technological
dominance and place our na-
tional defense capabilities at
risk,” it said.

The Pentagon didn’t immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment.

The congressional report said
some officials at the Pentagon
argued research should remain
open as long as it is “neither
controlled nor classified.”

The report makes several
recommendations to scale back
research collaboration with
China. It also backs legislation
proposed by the committee’s
chairman, Rep. John Moole-
naar, R-Mich. The bill would
prohibit any Defense Depart-
ment funding from going to pro-
jects done in collaboration with
researchers affiliated with Chi-
nese entities that the U.S. gov-
ernment identifies as safety
risks.

Beijing has in the past said

science and technological coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries is mutually beneficial and
helps them cope with global
challenges. The Chinese Em-
bassy did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment
Friday.

Republicans say the joint re-
search could have military ap-
plications.

The 80-page report builds on
the committee’s findings last
year that partnerships between
U.S. and Chinese universities
over the past decade allowed
hundreds of millions of dollars
in federal funding to help Beij-
ing develop critical technology.
Amid pressure from Republi-
cans, several U.S. universities
have ended their joint programs
with Chinese schools in recent
years.

The new report focuses more
narrowly on the Defense De-
partment and its billions of dol-
lars in annual research funding.

Trump hosts

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump hosted a high-
powered group of tech execu-
tives at the White House on
Thursday as he showcased re-
search on artificial intelligence
and boasted of investments that
companies are making around
the United States.

“This is taking our country to
anew level,” he said at the cen-
ter of along table surrounded by
what he described as “high IQ
people.”

It was the latest example of a
delicate two-way courtship be-
tween Trump and tech leaders,
several of whom attended his in-
auguration. Trump has exulted
in the attention from some of the
world’s most successful busi-
nesspeople, while the compa-

nies are eager to remain on the
good side of the mercurial presi-
dent.

While the executives praised
Trump and talked about their
hopes for technological advan-
cement, the Republican presi-
dent was focused on dollar
signs. He went around the table
and asked executives how much
they were investing in the coun-
try.

Meta’s Mark Zuckerberg,
who sat to Trump’s right, said
$600 billion. Apple’s Tim Cook
said the same. Google’s Sundar
Pichai said $250 billion.

“What about Microsoft?”
Trump said. “That’s a big num-
ber.”

CEO Satya Nadella said it was
up to $80 billion per year.

“Good,” Trump responded.

tech titans — but not Musk

“Very good.”

Notably absent from the guest
list was Elon Musk, once a close
ally of Trump who was tasked
with running the Department of
Government Efficiency. Musk
had a public breakup with
Trump earlier this year.

At the table instead was one of
Musk’s rivals in artificial intelli-
gence, Sam Altman of OpenAlL

In another reflection of shift-
ing loyalties in Trump’s world,
the dinner included Jared
Isaacman, who founded the
payment processing company
Shift4.

Isaacman was a Musk ally
chosen by Trump to lead NASA,
only to have his nomination
withdrawn because he was, in
Trump’s words, “totally a Dem-
ocrat.”

Medicaid
spending on
immigrants
investigated

KFF Health News
and Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —The
Trump administration is taking
its immigration crackdown to
the health care safety net,
launching Medicaid spending
probes in at least six Democrat-
ic-led states that provide com-
prehensive health coverage to
poor and disabled immigrants
living in the U.S. without per-
manent legal status.

The Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services is scour-
ing payments covering health
care for immigrants without le-
gal status to ensure there isn’t
any waste, fraud or abuse, ac-
cording to public records.

While acknowledging that
states can bill the federal gov-
ernment for Medicaid emer-
gency and pregnancy care for
immigrants without legal sta-
tus, federal officials have sent
letters notifying state health
agencies in California, Colora-
do, Illinois, Minnesota, Oregon
and Washington that they are
reviewing federal and state pay-
ments for medical services,
such as prescription drugs and
specialty care.

The federal agency told the
states it is reviewing claims as
part of its commitment to main-
tain Medicaid’s fiscal integrity.
California is the biggest target
after the state reported over-
charging the federal govern-
ment for health care services
delivered to immigrants with-
out legal status, determined to
be at least $500 million, spur-
ring the threat of a lawsuit.

The investigations come as
the White House and a Republi-
can-controlled Congress
slashed taxpayer spending on
immigrant health care through
cuts in President Donald
Trump’s spending-and-tax law
passed this summer.
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Crackdown in Chicago could last 6 weeks

Associated Press

CHICAGO — The Trump ad-
ministration has informed Chi-
cago-area officials that its
promised immigration enforce-
ment surge will run for about
six weeks, according to the
mayor of a suburb that houses
an immigration processing cen-
ter.

Broadview Mayor Katrina
Thompson said in a letter to the
village’s roughly 8,000 resi-
dents this week that the Trump
administration told village offi-
cials that a two-story building
used to temporarily hold immi-
grants before they’re detained
or deported will serve as the
“primary processing location”
for the expected operation.

She said local leaders were
told the operation will last ap-
proximately 4S days, but she
didn’t say when it might start.

Officials in the village just
west of Chicago declined to
elaborate, saying they were fo-
cused on the safety of residents,

police and businesses.

“We will defend the constitu-
tionally protected right to
peaceful protest and will accept
no interference with that right,”
said LeTisa Jones, the village
administrator. “Simultaneous-
ly, we will reject any illegal be-
havior that puts Broadview po-
lice officers’ safety or the safety
of local businesses and resi-
dents at risk.”

President Donald Trump has
targeted Chicago and other
Democrat-led cities for expand-
ed federal intervention. His ad-
ministration has said it will step
up immigration enforcement in
the Windy City, as he did in Los
Angeles, and would deploy Na-
tional Guard troops to help fight
crime. In addition to sending
troops to Los Angeles in June,
Trump deployed them last
month in Washington, D.C., as
part of his unprecedented law
enforcement takeover of the na-
tion’s capital.

Although details about the

promised Chicago operation
have been sparse, local opposi-
tion is already widespread and
is building in the suburbs. State
and city leaders have said they
plan to sue the administration.

Activists, church groups and
schools in the nation’s third-lar-
gest city have been preparing
for the operation, during which
the Department of Homeland
Security intends to use a naval
station north of Chicago for lo-
gistical support.

In Chicago, organizers post-
poned a downtown Mexican In-
dependence Day festival sched-
uled for later this month be-
cause of fears in the community
about the planned immigration
crackdown. They did not set a
new date.

In suburban communities, of-
ficials also tried to quell con-
cerns.

“We understand that these
developments have created
anxiety and uncertainty for
many in our community,” read

a statement from the city of
North Chicago and Lake Coun-
ty. “While these developments
may feel unsettling, please
know this: you are not alone.”

Othersissued reminders of I1-
linois’ sanctuary laws, which
are among the strongest in the
country and generally bar local
police from cooperating with
federal immigration agents.

Democratic Gov. JB Pritzker,
a frequent critic and target of
Trump, visited a school Thurs-
day in Berwyn, a largely Latino
suburb of roughly 55,000 peo-
ple, to assess the impact of the
expected operation.

The Broadview processing
center, which draws frequent
protests, has been under fire re-
cently for allegations that immi-
grants have been held for days
instead of hours and forced to
sleep on floors. The complaints
led four Democratic members
of Illinois’ congressional dele-
gation to attempt an unsched-
uled visit to the site in June.

US employers added just
22,000 jobs last month

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. em-
ployers added just 22,000 jobs
last month as the labor market
continued to cool under uncer-
tainty over President Donald
Trump’s economic policies.

The Labor Department said
Friday that hiring decelerated
from 79,000 in July. The unem-
ployment rate ticked up to 4.3%,
also worse than expected and
the highest level since 2021, the
Labor Department reported
Friday.

When the department put out
a disappointing jobs report a
month ago, an enraged Presi-
dent Donald Trump responded
by firing the economist in
charge of compiling the num-
bers and nominating a loyalist
to replace her.

Talking to reporters Thurs-

day, Trump seemed to shrug off
whatever  hiring numbers
would come out Friday. “The
real numbers that I’'m talking
about are going to be whatever
it is, but will be in a year from
now,” the president said.

The job market has lost mo-
mentum this year, partly be-
cause of the impact of 11 interest
rate hikes by the Federal Re-
servein 2022 and 2023 and part-
ly because Trump’s policies, in-
cluding his trade wars, have
created uncertainty that leaves
managers reluctant to make
hiring decisions.

So far in 2025, the economy
has generated 85,000 new jobs a
month, down from 168,000 last
year and an average 400,000 a
month during the hiring boom
of 2021-2023 as the U.S. roared
back from COVID lockdowns.

Plan to make airlines pay for
flight disruptions dropped

Associated Press

The Trump administration
said Thursday itis abandoning a
Biden-era plan that sought to re-
quire airlines to compensate
stranded passengers with cash,
lodging and meals for flight can-
cellations or changes caused by
a carrier.

The rule was proposed in the
final weeks of then-President
Joe Biden’s administration,
leaving its fate in the hands of
his Republican successor.

In a document posted Thurs-
day, President Donald Trump’s
Transportation Department
said its plan to scrap the pro-
posed rule is “consistent with
Department and administration
priorities.” Trump has sought to
significantly roll back or modify
federal regulations that his ad-
ministration deems are waste-

ful or burdensome.

Industry trade group Airlines
for America, which represents
carriers including United, Delta
and Southwest Airlines, wel-
comed the move by the Trump
administration.

Airlines already offer some
level of customer service when
they cause flight cancellations
or severe delays, but passen-
gers usually have to ask for help
at the airport, and airline prom-
ises don’t carry the weight of
federal rules.

But the proposed rule sought
compensation starting at $200
when a flight is canceled or sig-
nificantly delayed because of a
mechanical problem with the
plane or an airline computer
outage. Compensation as high
as $775 was proposed for delays
of nine hours or more.
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Gaza City high-rise hit while
Israel ramps up for offensive

Associated Press

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza
Strip — Israel struck a high-rise
building in Gaza City on Friday
after an evacuation warning, as
the military stepped up oper-
ations aimed at seizing control
of the famine-stricken city of
some 1 million Palestinians.
Strikes elsewhere in Gaza City
Kkilled at least 27 people, health
officials said.

The military accused Hamas
militants of using other high-
rises in the city for surveillance
and planned ambushes, and
said it would carry out “precise,
targeted strikes” on militant in-
frastructure in the coming days.

Israel has begun mobilizing
tens of thousands of reservists
and is repeating evacuation
warnings as part of its plan to

widen its offensive, which has
sparked opposition domestical-
ly and condemnation abroad.

Palestinians said Friday’s
strike targeted the Mushtaha
tower in Rimal, an upscale
neighborhood before the war.
Gaza City resident Ahmed al-
Boari said people fleeing Israeli
operations elsewhere in the city
had sought shelter in and
around the building. It was not
immediately clear if anyone
was wounded or Killed in the
strike.

Israel has declared Gaza City,
in the north of the territory, to be
a combat zone. Parts of the city
are already considered ‘“red
zones” where Palestinians have
been ordered to evacuate ahead
of expected heavy fighting.

The city’s Shifa Hospital said

27 people were Killed in Israeli
strikes overnight into Friday,
including six members of a sin-
gle family. Israel says it only
targets militants and blames
Hamas for civilian deaths be-
cause the militants operate in
densely-populated areas.

The offensive has also
sparked widespread protests
among Israelis who fear it will
endanger hostages still held in
Gaza, some of whom are be-
lieved to be in Gaza City. There
are 48 such hostages, 20 of them
believed by Israel to be alive.

The protesters accuse Benja-
min Netanyahu of prolonging
the war in order to satisfy his
far-right governing partners in-
stead of reaching a ceasefire
with Hamas to bring the host-
ages home.

US considers banning Iranians from
shopping at Costco during UN meeting

Associated Press

HOUSTON — The Trump ad-
ministration already has denied
visas for Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas and his large
delegation to attend a high-level
U.N. meeting this month and is
now considering ramping up re-
strictions on several other dele-
gations that would severely lim-
it their ability to travel outside
New York City.

Potential travel and other re-
strictions could soon be im-
posed on the delegations from
Iran, Sudan, Zimbabwe and,
perhaps surprisingly, Brazil,
which has held a traditional

place of honor during the high-
level leaders gathering at the
U.N. General Assembly that be-
gins Sept. 22, according to an in-
ternal State Department memo
seen by The Associated Press.

While the potential restric-
tions are still under considera-
tion and the circumstances
could change, the proposals
would be another step in the
Trump administration’s crack-
down on visas, including a wide-
ranging review of those already
holding legal permissions to
come to the U.S. and those seek-
ing entry to head to the U.N.
meeting.

The movements of Iranian
diplomats are severely limited
in New York, but one proposal
being floated would bar them
from shopping at big, members-
only wholesale stores like Cost-
co and Sam’s Club without first
receiving the express permis-
sion of the State Department.

Such stores have been a favo-
rite of Iranian diplomats posted
to and visiting New York be-
cause they are able to buy large
quantities of products not avail-
able in their economically iso-
lated country for relatively
cheap prices and send them
home.

US labels 2
more gangs
as terrorist

gToupSs

Associated Press

QUITO, Ecuador— The Unit-
ed States is designating two
Ecuadorian gangs as foreign
terrorist organizations, mark-
ing the Trump administration’s
latest step to target criminal
cartels in Latin America.

Los Lobos and Los Choneros
are gangs blamed for much of
the violence that began during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio made the announcement
Thursday while in Ecuador as
part of a trip to Latin America
overshadowed by an American
military strike against a similar-
ly designated gang, Venezuela’s
Tren de Aragua. That attack has
raised concerns in the region
about what may follow as Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s govern-
ment pledges to step up military
activity to combat drug traffick-
ing and illegal migration.

“This time, we’re not just go-
ing to hunt for drug dealers in
the little fast boats and say,
‘Let’s try to arrest them,”” Rubio
told reporters in Quito, Ecua-
dor’s capital. “No, the president
has said he wants to wage war
on these groups because they’ve
been waging war on us for 30
years and no one has respon-
ded.”

The Defense Department
said late Thursday that two Ve-
nezuelan military aircraft flew
near a U.S. Navy vessel in inter-
national waters, calling it “a
highly provocative move” and
warning President Nicolds Ma-
duro’s government against fur-
ther actions.
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Defending champion Eagles
edge Cowboys in NFL opener

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Jalen
Hurts shrugged on a TD cele-
bration and did his best to be
like Mike.

Through spit and rain, a cere-
mony and a setback, Hurts and
the Super Bowl champion Phi-
ladelphia Eagles weathered the
storm and showed why they’re a
favorite to hoist a second con-
secutive Lombardi Trophy.

Hurts rushed for two touch-
downs for the Eagles, who lost
hot-tempered star defender Ja-
len Carter early for spitting on
Dak Prescott, then withstood a
rare weather delay and needed
a late stop to beat the Dallas
Cowboys 24-20 early Friday in a
wild start to the NFL season.

With one last chance at a
comeback, Prescott threw an in-
complete pass on fourth-and-3
with 1:54 left to send what was
left of a thinned-out Eagles
crowd into a frenzy.

The game ended at 12:18 a.m.

It was delayed 65 minutes be-
cause of lightning in the area.
The Eagles led 24-20 with 4:44
left in the third quarter when
the game was stopped — and
that’s the way it ended.

“Some weird circumstances
tonight,” Eagles coach Nick Sir-
ianni said.

It was business as usual for
the offense.

Hurts wore out a defense
playing without Micah Parsons
for the first time since he was
traded to Green Bay on TD runs
of 4 and 8 yards — no tush push
needed. Saquon Barkley also
ran for a 10-yard score, even if
his final rushing total of 60
yards was minuscule compared
to last season when he topped
2,000 yards.

Hurts punctuated one score
by chucking the ball into the
stands and shrugging his shoul-
ders much like his friend and
mentor, Michael Jordan, who

received a nice ovation when he
was shown on the big screen.

“Yeah, you have a special
guest, a special friend in atten-
dance, there’s only one thing
you can do and that’s win,”
Hurts said.

Hurts, Barkley and the rest of
the Eagles spent a pregame cer-
emony inside the locker room
when the team revealed their
2024 championship banner, per
Sirianni’s wishes.

Though the victory came with
a major headache. Carter head-
edright back inside to the locker
room when he was tossed only
moments after the banner was
unveiled.

Prescott and Carter ex-
changed words after the open-
ing kickoff, and Carter spit on
Prescott’s jersey before backing
away. Prescott quickly mo-
tioned to a nearby official who
threw the flag and sent Carter
packing. Fans booed as Carter
walked off slowly, the standout
defensive tackle holding his hel-
met in his hands behind his
back.

Carter could be headed to-
ward a hefty fine, or worse, in
the first major test of the NFL’s
increased emphasis this season
on sportsmanship.

Carter apologized after the
game — Hurts said he spoke to
the tackle about his conduct —
and said, “It won’t happen
again.”

Prescott said he spit straight
ahead as he usually would, only
for the saliva to land in the area
near Carter, which raised the
ire of the defenseman.

“l wouldn’t spit on some-
body.” Prescott said.

Still one of the NFL’s nastiest
division rivalries, the game was
full of skirmishes and a near-
costly unnecessary roughness
penalty late in the third against
the Eagles that put the Cowboys
in position to take the lead.

Dallas running back Miles
Sanders, though, fumbled the
ball at the 10 and the Super Bowl
champions recovered. Prescott
made a touchdown-saving div-
ing tackle on cornerback Qui-
nyon Mitchell on the play.

The scores by Hurts and Bar-
kley made the Eagles the first
defending Super Bowl cham-
pions to score touchdowns on
the first three drives of the sea-
son since Green Bay in 2011.
Jake Elliott put the finishing
touches on the scoring with a 58-
yard field goal.

Javonte Williams had two 1-
yard touchdown runs — the first
on the opening driveafter Car-
ter was ejected — and Brandon
Aubrey kicked field goals of 41
and 53 yards.

Injuries

Eagles offensive lineman
Landon Dickerson left with a
back injury.

Debut loss

Cowboys coach Brian Schot-
tenheimer lost his head coach-
ing debut. He was promoted
from offensive coordinator to be
the 10th coach in the storied
franchise’s history.

“I still think we can win a Su-
per Bowl,” he said. “It’s not go-
ing to change. I mean, we’ve got
the right type of guys. We’ve got
good players.”

Catch it if you can

Cowboys receiver CeeDee
Lamb had seven catches for 110
yards but failed to reel in a piv-
otal catch in the second half. Ea-
gles star receiver A.J. Brown
was only targeted once and had
one catch for eight yards. De-
Vonta Smith, a two-time 1,000-
yard receiver, had three catch-
es for 16 yards for the Eagles.

“AJ. Brown and Devonta
Smith,” Sirianni said, “are self-
less.”

Caitlin Clark
to miss rest
of season

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Caitlin
Clark will miss the rest of the In-
diana Fever’s season because of
a right groin injury.

“I had hoped to share a better
update, but I will not be return-
ing to play this season,” Clark
said in a statement. “I spent
hours in the gym every day with
the singular goal of getting back
out there; disappointed isn’t a
big enough word to describe
how I am feeling. I want to thank
everyone who had my back
through all the uncertainty.

“This has been incredibly
frustrating, but even in the bad,
there is good. The way the fans
continued to show up for me,
and for the Fever, brought me so
much joy and important per-
spective. I am so proud of how
this team has only gotten stron-
ger through adversity this year.
Now it’s time to close out the
season and claim our spot in the
playoffs.”

Clark was injured in a July 1S
game against the Connecticut
Sun, and later suffered a bone
bruise. The former Iowa star av-
eraged 16.5 points, 8.8 assists
and 5.0 rebounds in 13 games in
her second WNBA season.

The 2024 Rookie of the Year
had been trying to get back to
help her team reach the playoffs
for a second straight year.

Indiana is currently in eighth
place in the standings, 12
games in front of Los Angeles
with three games to play.

It has been a rough season for
Clark, who also dealt with inju-
ries to her left quad and left
groin. This was the first time
she’s had injury issues. She nev-
er missed a game in her colle-
giate career at Iowa or her first
year in the WNBA.

The Fever have lost five
players for the season. Sydney
Colson (knee), Aari McDonald
(foot), Sophie Cunningham
(knee) and Chloe Bibby (knee)
are also out.
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Phillies beat Brewers 2-0 behind Suarez

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Ranger
Suérez pitched six shutout in-
nings, Trea Turner singled
home the go-ahead run with two
outs in the seventh and the Phi-
ladelphia Phillies beat the Mil-
waukee Brewers 2-0 on Thurs-
day.

The Phillies won two of three
games in the matchup between
NL division leaders.

Milwaukee’s Freddy Peralta
extended his scoreless innings
streak to 29, three shy of the
team record Teddy Higuera set
in 1987. Peralta struck out eight
and allowed three walks and
two hits while throwing 92
pitches over five innings.

The game was scoreless when
Alec Bohm hit a one-out triple
into the right-field corner off
Tobias Myers (1-2). Turner
brought Bohm home with a two-
out single to left on an 0-2 pitch.

The Brewers had two runners
on with nobody out in the fourth
and sixth innings, but Suarez
(11-6) worked his way out of the
jams.

Matt Strahm stranded the po-
tential tying run at third in the
eighth by retiring Caleb Durbin
on a fly to center. Bryson Stott
provided an insurance run
when he doubled home Harri-
son Bader with two outs in the
ninth.

Jhoan Duran retired the side
in order in the ninth for his 26th
save in 29 opportunities.

Bader robbed Andruw Mon-
asterio of an extra base hit —
and perhaps a homer — with a
leaping catch at the wall for the
second out.

Milwaukee was 0 for 10 with
runners in scoring position.

Pirates 5, Dodgers 3: Paul
Skenes pitched six scoreless in-
nings and earned his 10th win of
the season as Pittsburgh beat
NL West-leading Los Angeles to
complete a three-game series
sweep.

Skenes (10-9) allowed two
hits, struck out eight and walked
one. The right-hander finally
got his record above .S00 for the

first time this season and lo-
wered his ERA to a major
league-best 1.98.

Skenes, last season’s NL Roo-
kie of the Year who was 4-8 this
season for the last-place Pi-
rates, has won six of his last sev-
en decisions.

The Dodgers were held to five
hits and had their division lead
cut to two games over idle San
Diego.

Mookie Betts broke up the Pi-
rates’ shutout bid with a leadoff
home run in the ninth inning,
and RBI singles by Pedro Pagés
and Miguel Rojas cut the deficit
to 5-3. However, Colin Holder-
man struck out Ben Rortvedt to
end it for his first save of the sea-
son.

Dodgers starter Blake Snell
(3-4) was tagged for five runs
and nine hits in five innings.

Tommy Pham’s single in the
third inning opened the scoring,
and Nick Yorke’s two-run dou-
ble highlighted a four-run fifth
that pushed the Pirates’ lead to
5-0.

The Dodgers lost for the fifth
time in six games, and the Pi-
rates won for the 12th time in 16
games.

The Dodgers had runners on
first and second in a scoreless
game in the second, but Skenes
coaxed Betts into hitting into an
inning-ending force play.

Royals 4, Angels 3: Bobby
Witt Jr. hit a two-out solo home
run in the eighth inning and the
Kansas City Royals beat the Los
Angeles Angels 4-3 on Thurs-
day night to avoid a sweep in a
three-game series.

The Royals hit four solo hom-
ers in a game where all seven
runs came on home runs.

Lucas Erceg (7-4) struck out
two in one inning and Carlos Es-
tévez picked up his major
league-best 37th save.

Angels starter Kyle Hen-
dricks allowed two runs on
three hits in six innings, while
Kansas City starter Noah Came-
ron allowed three runs on five
hits in five innings.

The Angels got on the board

in the first on a three-run homer
by Luis Rengifo. With two outs,
Taylor Ward singled, Jo Adell
walked and Rengifo hit a slider
384 feet down the left-field line.

The Royals answered in the
second on Adam Frazier’s home
run, the 1,000th hit of his MLB
career. Vinnie Pasquantino
connected on his 29th home run
of the season leading off the
fourth inning to trim the deficit
to 3-2.

The Royals tied it when Sal-
vador Perez hit his 24th home
run of the season, leading off the
seventh inning.

After the Royals tied the
score in the bottom of the sev-
enth, Erceg retired the Angels
in order in the eighth.

Ryan Zeferjahn (6-5) took the
loss.

Rays 4, Guardians 2: Ryan
Pepiot struck out six in five hit-
less innings and Christopher
Morel had three hits and an RBI
as Tampa Bay defeated Cleve-
land.

Carson Williams also drove in
two runs for Tampa Bay, which
won its season-high seventh
straight game and for the 10th
time in 12 games.

With the victory, the Rays
move within two games of idle
Seattle in the race for the final
AL wild-card spot — the closest
they have been to a playoff spot
since July 26, when they were
1> games back.

Pepiot (11-10) walked two in
the victory and a combined no-
hit bid was spoiled after 5% in-
nings when José Ramirez sin-
gled off Bryan Baker.

Pete Fairbanks allowed con-
secutive homers by Ramirez
and Kyle Manzardo in the top of
the ninth before getting the next
three outs to close out the victo-

ry.

Logan Allen (7-11) allowed six
hits and four runs with four stri-
keouts in the loss for the Guardi-
ans, who have lost four of their
last five games and slipped 3%
games back in the wild-card
race.

Pepiot allowed one or fewer

hits in his third straight start of
five or more innings, joining Dy-
lan Cease as the only pitchers in
MLB history to accomplish the
feat.

Yankees 8, Astros 4: Carlos
Rodoén pitched six strong in-
nings to tie for the major league
victory lead with 16 and Trent
Grisham hit his career-high
30th homer of the season and
100th of his career to help New
York beat Houston.

Ryan McMahon also ho-
mered for the Yankees.

New York led by a run in the
eighth when McMahon hit an
RBI single before Grisham’s
three-run shot made it 8-3.

The Yankees took two of three
in this series for their first series
win against a team with a win-
ning record since they swept
Seattle from July 8-10.

Rodén (16-7) yielded three
hits and two runs — one earned
—to tie Milwaukee’s Peralta for
the victory lead.

Houston starter Cristian Ja-
vier (1-2) allowed six hits and
four runs in 4% innings.

White Sox 11, Twins 8: Kyle
Teel hit a three-run home run,
Colson Montgomery homered
and drove in three, and Chicago
beat Minnesota.

Chase Meidroth had four hits,
as the White Sox came back
from three runs down for the
second consecutive  night
against Minnesota to win their
season-high fifth straight game.

Teel and Edgar Quero each
had three hits.

Wikelman Gonzalez (1-0)
struck out two and allowed no
hits in 1% innings to earn his first
career win in relief. Fraser El-
lard was the opener for Chicago,
throwing 1/ innings with two
hits and two strikeouts.

Luke Keaschall had four hits
and two runs scored for the
Twins. Mickey Gasper had
three RBIs, and Matt Wallner
and Kody Clemens homered.
Travis Adams (1-3) allowed
three hits and four runs in one
inning of relief for Minnesota,
which is 3-7 in its last 10 games.
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Sabalenka facing Anisimova in US Open final

Associated Press

NEW YORK — On Aryna Sa-
balenka’s first chance toend her
U.S. Open semifinal against Jes-
sica Pegula and earn the chance
to play for a second consecutive
trophy at Flushing Meadows,
the defending champion
dumped what should have been
an easy overhead into the net,
then stared at the ground.

On  Sabalenka’s second
chance, she missed a clumsy
volley — and later acknowl-
edged she shouldn’t have ven-
tured forward, because she
went just 15 for 27 when up at
the net. Uh, oh.

So good at important mo-
ments in the high-stakes, high-
tension final set, Sabalenka held
it together there and held on,
converting her third match
point Thursday night for a 4-6,
6-3, 6-4 victory over Pegula in a
rematch of last year’s final.

“I was super emotional. I was

just like, ‘Oh, my gosh, no way
it’s happening. Please, just close
this match,”” Sabalenka ex-
plained afterward. “The whole
match, I just keep telling my-
self: (Onto) the next one, just
one step at a time, don’t worry
about the past. Just try better in
the next point.”

When it was over, Sabalenka
rocked back on her heels,
spread her arms and screamed.

On Saturday, when she faces
No. 8 Amanda Anisimova in the
final, the No. 1-seeded Sabalen-
ka will be trying to become the
first woman to claim consecu-
tive championships at Flushing
Meadows since Serena Wil-
liams got three in a row from
2012 to 2014.

Anisimova eliminated No. 23
Naomi Osaka 6-7 (4),7-6 (3), 6-3
in a match that ended at nearly 1
am. to reach her second
straight major final. At Wimble-
don in July, Anisimova was the

runner-up to Iga Swiatek, who
beat her 6-0, 6-0.

But Anisimova recovered
from that well enough, and
quickly enough, to get past
Swiatek in two sets in the U.S.
Open quarterfinals.

Now Anisimova, a 24-year-
old who was born in New Jersey
and grew up in Florida, gets an-
other shot at winning her first
Grand Slam trophy.

She is the first opponent to
beat Osaka this late in a Grand
Slam tournament. Before this
loss, Osaka had been a com-
bined 13-0 over her career in
major quarterfinals, semifinals
and finals.

Like Osaka vs. Anisimova,
Thursday’s first semifinal was
quite close — closer than the
straight-set triumph for Saba-
lenka over Pegula 12 months
ago that gave the 27-year-old
from Belarus her third Grand
Slam title, all on hard courts.

Since then, Sabalenka was the
runner-up to Madison Keys at
the Australian Open in January
and to Coco Gauff at the French
Open in June, then was elimi-
nated in the Wimbledon semifi-
nals by Anisimova in July.

Arthur Ashe Stadium’s re-
tractable roof was shut before
the semifinals began, which
prevented disruption from the
wind outside gusting at up to 30
mph and the rain that arrived
during play.

In the good, indoor condi-
tions, No. 4 Pegula played about
as cleanly as possible in the first
set and the third, making just
three unforced errors in each.
But in the second, that count
was nine.

By the end, Sabalenka had ac-
cumulated more than twice as
many winners as Pegula, 43-21.

“We were pushing each oth-
er,” Pegula said, “every single
game.”

NCAA panel urges end of
spring transfer window

Associated Press

The NCAA’s FBS Oversight
Committee has recommended
eliminating the spring transfer
window and having just a10-day
window starting on Jan. 2.

The committee is also propos-
ing that December be a recruit-
ing dead period. Coaches would
still be able to call, write, text or
email prospects, but visits on or
off campus, would not be al-
lowed.

The Division I Administra-
tive Committee must approve
the legislative changes. The
vote is expected to occur before
Oct. 1.

FBS coaches voted unani-
mously to support the January
portal proposal during their
American Football Coaches As-
sociation convention earlier this
year.

The changes, if implemented,
would allow coaches to focus

their attention more on coach-
ing during bowl season, and it
would prevent most teams from
losing active players as they
prepare for important postsea-
son games.

The spring portal period,
which was April 16-25 this past
offseason, had many players
and coaches juggling transfers
and spring practice.

Nico Iamaleava, a quarter-
back who led Tennessee to the
College Football Playoff last
season, left the Volunteers for
UCLA in the spring, leaving
Tennessee scrambling.

The issue might have been
avoided without a spring win-
dow.

The NCAA’s FBS and FCS
oversight committees recom-
mended eliminating the spring
window last August, but other
concerns, such as revenue shar-
ing, took precedence.

NHL to implement playoff
salary cap this season

Associated Press

The NHL will implement a
playoff salary cap and remove
team dress code requirements
beginning this season, a person
with knowledge of the situation
said.

The person spoke to The As-
sociated Press on condition of
anonymity Wednesday because
the decisions had not been an-
nounced.

Theleague and Players’ Asso-
ciation agreed to those changes
as part of a new collective bar-
gaining agreement that begins
in September 2026.

The sides opted to make the
playoff cap and dress code pol-
icy adjustments immediately
rather than waiting another
year.

Teams will be required to
submit a cap-compliant 20-
player roster for each playoff
game.

Several teams over the past
decade have used the lack of a
postseason cap to win the Stan-
ley Cup or make a deep run,
with players on long-term in-
jured reserve not returning un-
til the first round.

Chicago did so with Patrick
Kane in 2015, Tampa Bay with
Nikita Kucherov in 2021, Vegas
with Mark Stone in 2023 and
Florida with Matthew Tkachuk
this past year, going on to be-
come champions, and it was all
allowed under the current CBA.

Extending the regular season
to 84 games from 82, reducing
the maximum length of con-
tracts and other changes will go
into effect in 2026-27.

Until Sept. 15, 2026, players
can re-sign with their own
teams for up to eight years or
join another for up to seven —
and that will go to seven and six,
respectively.
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