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Army makes power plan amid German cutbacks

By PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Army
garrisons in Germany will not be bound by
new German government measures to con-
serve energy but will attempt to make cuts
of their own amid concerns of a possible gas
shortage this winter, military officials said.

As of Thursday, public buildings in Ger-
many must not be heated over 66 degrees
Fahrenheit, and heating should be turned
off completely in hallways and foyers. The
measures, approved by the government last
week, will be applied through the winter.

Public buildings and monuments lit up
solely for aesthetic purposes also will re-
main dark, and businesses could be banned
from keeping their stores illuminated at
night.

It’s all part of efforts to trim gas usage in
Germany by 2% after Russia, the country’s
biggest source, raised fears of a potential
shortage by cutting supply.

The Army relies on the local power grid
for most of the electricity it uses to power its
five garrisons in Germany, according to In-

stallation Management Command—Eu-
rope.

But command officials said they’re fol-
lowing their own path to reduction.

They’ve provided garrisons with recom-
mendations but have not advised them to set
specific temperatures, IMCOM-Europe
spokeswoman Anna Morelock said in a
statement.

Those recommendations include turning
off heating in hallways and stairwells, keep-
ing doors and windows closed, reducing wa-
ter consumption and reducing office heat-
ing to an unspecified level.

“Some of our garrisons may also need to
look at additional measures for short-term
efficiencies, for example, taking a closer
look at part of facilities that might not be
used,” IMCOM-Europe spokesman Mark
Heeter said.

IMCOM-Europe didn’t specify whether
the German government has asked the mil-
itary to abide by its rules, which exempt
hospitals and other social institutions.

The Army spent $6.6 million in natural
gas for its garrisons in Germany during the

2021 fiscal year and is expected to spend
$9.7 million this fiscal year, IMCOM-Eu-
rope said.

Air Force officials in Germany were not
available Thursday to comment on their
plans.

U.S. European Command gave assuranc-
es that any gas shortage in Germany would
not affect the military’s mission.

Russia cut flows of gas through the key
Nord Stream 1 pipeline to Germany to 20%
of capacity this summer, a move Moscow
blamed on technical reasons. But Berlin be-
lieves that it is retaliation for European
Union sanctions against Russia for invading
UKraine.

Russia halted all gas delivery through the
pipeline Wednesday for what state provider
Gazprom said was planned maintenance
work, according to a Reuters report.

Before the Kremlin’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine on Feb. 24, Germany got S5% of
its gas from Russia. The German govern-
ment said it has reduced that share to 35%,
and it is vowing to end all Russian gas im-
ports eventually.

Fall virus surge unlikely but new variant may appear

The Washington Post

Cold weather favors the coro-
navirus. But as summer gives
way to fall, infectious-disease
experts are guardedly optimis-
tic that the spread of COVID-19
this autumn and winter won’t
be as brutal as in the previous
two years of the pandemic.

Coronavirus scenarios from
multiple research  teams,
shared in recent weeks with
federal officials, foresee stable
or declining hospitalizations in
early fall. The scenarios show
the possibility of a late-fall
surge. A new variant remains
the biggest wild card. But sev-
eral factors — including the ap-
proval last week of reformulat-
ed boosters and the buildup of
immunity against the latest

strain of the virus — could sup-
press some of the cold-season
spread, experts say.

“There’s sort of even odds
that we would have some sort of
moderate resurgence in the fall.
But nothing appears to be pro-
jecting anything like an omi-
cron wave,” said Justin Lessler,
a University of North Carolina
epidemiologist who helps lead
the collection of COVID-19
planning scenarios from a
group of research organiza-
tions.

The scenarios assume that
reformulated vaccine boosters
will be embraced by the public
at arate similar to that of the an-
nual flu shots — possibly an op-
timistic assumption given that
more than half of Americans el-

igible for boosters have yet to
receive their first dose.

Peter Marks, the top vaccine
official at the Food and Drug
Administration, said in a brief-
ing Wednesday that the approv-
al of reformulated boosters
comes as the agency is “looking
at a possible fall wave, with a
peak around December 1st.”

Predictions about the pan-
demic rarely age well.

In the United States, the pan-
demic appeared to be winding
down in May 2021 amid a vigor-
ous vaccination campaign, only
to get wound up again with the
rise of the new variants.

The emergence of a new vari-
antin September could resultin
a wave of infections and severe
illness in December, according

to Lauren Ancel Meyers, direc-
tor of the University of Texas
Covid-19 Modeling Consorti-
um.

A variant emerging in Octo-
ber would push the peak to Ja-
nuary, she said.

Any new variant that could
change the pandemic’s trajec-
tory would have to be more
transmissible than the omicron
subvariant BA.S currently cir-
culating.

It might emerge from an ob-
scure branch of the virus’ fam-
ily tree — which is exactly what
happened last November, when
omicron, with its stunning
package of mutations, appeared
in southern Africa and immedi-
ately overtook the reigning del-
ta strain.
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4 years after Marine’s death on hase
on Okinawa, his mom seeks answers

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HANSEN, Okinawa —
Four years after his decomposing
body was found in a ditch on this
Marine Corps base in Japan, Pfc.
Ronald Valentin’s death remains
unsolved.

Around 9 p.m. on Aug. 31, 2018,
Valentin, 21, reportedly left a
small party in a barracks room at
Camp Hansen, one of six Marine
installations on the island. A
search party of more than100 Ma-
rines found his body six days lat-
er.
An autopsy found Valentin had
suffered a fatal skull fracture.

His mother, Gloria Ortiz, be-
lieves her son is a homicide vic-
tim, based on what she said naval
criminal investigators told her.
She holds onto hope that her ques-
tions will one day be answered.

“My son was murdered, and so-
mebody knows something and
they’re not talking,” Ortiz told
Stars and Stripes by phone Aug.
19. “I'm hoping that they find it in
their heart, that they talk.”

The Naval Criminal Investiga-
tive Service is offering a reward
of up to $5,000 for information re-
lated to Valentin’s death, spokes-
man Jeff Houston said Aug. 29.

Both NCIS and Marine Corps
Installations Pacific, to which
Valentin was assigned, declined
comment last month, citing the
ongoing investigation.

Ortiz provided Stars and
Stripes with copies of investiga-
tion reports she was given by
NCIS.

Born in New Jersey but raised
about S0 miles northwest of Bos-
ton in Fitchburg, Mass., Valentin
was family oriented and enjoyed
working and playing basketball
and video games, Ortiz said. He
had dreams of starting his own

fashion brand.

“He was a very sweet young
man,” she said.

Valentin enrolled at the Uni-
versity of Maine after graduating
from Fitchburg High in 2015, his
mother said. In 2017, he enlisted
in the Corps and in June 2018 re-
ported to MCIPAC’s Headquar-
ters and Support Battalion at
Camp Butler, Okinawa, accord-
ing to records Ortiz provided.

Investigators pieced together
Valentin’s disappearance based
on interviews with the Marines
who last saw him. He arrived that
evening at building 2446 and the
second-floor barracks room of a
Marine he’d only recently met,
according to multiple redacted
NCIS witness statements. Valen-
tin brought along a 12-pack of
beer.

Several male Marines and at
least two female Marines were
present, the statements said.
They played video games and lis-
tened to music; the women
danced.

At approximately 9 p.m., Val-
entin unexpectedly left the room,
an unnamed witness told investi-
gators.

The statements did notindicate
how long Valentin was gone be-
fore they started looking for him.
The party’s host, identified only
as Escobar, said he stepped out-
side and called Valentin’s name,
though other witnesses did not re-
call this.

Escobar told investigators he
messaged Valentin via Snapchat
and received an unintelligible re-
ply of random letters, which was
automatically deleted by the ap-
plication after it was read.

Five days after he walked out of
the party, Valentin was still mis-
sing. His roommate reported him
missing to the Provost Marshal’s

Office after Valentin missed work
at the Hansen post office, a re-
dacted statement said. He also
filed a missing person’s report
with Japanese police.

Valentin’s disappearance
didn’tinitially raise red flags with
his command because it hap-
pened on the first day of the four-
day Labor Day holiday weekend
granted to many troops serving
overseas.

Several transactions posted to
Valentin’s bank account after he
disappeared, but it is unclear if
any were charged after his death.
A Navy Federal Credit Union
spokesperson did not respond to
an email Aug. S seeking com-
ment.

On Sept. 6,authorities mounted
abasewide search of Hansen with
tracker dogs, Marine helicopters
and more than 100 Marines on the
ground. They found Valentin’s
body that afternoon inside a
drainage ditch in a remote corner
of the base, adjacent to building
2134, a 9th Engineer Support Bat-
talion warehouse, records show.

The same day, Escobar re-
turned a backpack Valentin left
behind to the post office where he
worked, a redacted NCIS report
said. Inside were his wallet, dog
tags, military paperwork and a
pair of glasses.

Ortiz said her son would not
have left those items behind. She
said his vision was poor and he
would have worn his glasses
when he left the room.

Valentin’s skull had been frac-
tured, according to an autopsy re-
portby Dr. Sherry Jilinski,aNavy
commander and pathologist at
Naval Hospital Okinawa at the
time. She listed the cause of death
as “blunt force head injury.”

“The head injury may have
beensustainedinafall butthereis

not enough evidence to support
this or to exclude a direct impact
to the head,” Jilinski wrote. The
manner of Valentin’s death is offi-
cially “undetermined.”

Escobar told investigators he
and Valentin had been drinking,
but the autopsy report’s toxicolo-
gy screen showed no drugs or al-
cohol in Valentin’s system.

Valentin’s former commander,
Col. Vincent Ciuccoli, now the
head of the Philadelphia Navy
Reserve Officers Training Corps
Consortium, said he is still trou-
bled by the incident and the fact
no one reported him missing for
five days.

After Valentin was flagged for
an unauthorized absence, the
command met with Marine se-
curity forces, looked at the log-
book to his barracks and around
his room to see if anything ap-
peared awry, according to a re-
dacted NCIS statement given by
anunnamed postal director. They
also took pictures from his Insta-
gram page and made flyers. Ciuc-
coli said he also found statements
made by the last people who saw
Valentin alive to be unsettling.

“They didn’t seem as con-
cerned as I would have wanted
them to be,” he told Stars and
Stripes by phone on Aug. 19.
“There was always that weird
feeling that they’re holding stuff
back.”

Ortiz blames the Marine Corps
for failing tokeep her son safe and
NCIS for not pressing harder to
solve the case. She hopes some-
one will come forward and give
“Ronny” justice.

“We knew we had to be pre-
pared that he would go to war and
that anything could happen, but
not this, being murdered by his
own brothers, on base, too,” Ortiz
said.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Drill preps F-35 pilots for dogfighting

By SETH RoBSoN
Stars and Stripes

RAAF TINDAL, Australia —
Precision-guided missiles
mean today’s fighter pilots can
engage targets long before
they’re close enough to see.

During Pitch Black drills in
Australia’s Northern Territory,
U.S. and Australian pilots are
honing the skills they need to
carry out long-range missile
strikes. The 21-day exercise in-
volving 17 nations and hun-
dreds of airmen ends Thurs-
day.

But they’re also using the op-
portunity to sharpen their ship-
to-ship air combat abilities, oth-
erwise known as dogfighting.

That means performing in
real life the kind of aerobatic
maneuvers filmed for “Top
Gun: Maverick,” now playing
at the theater on Royal Austra-
lian Air Force Base Tindal.

Training for dogfights means
the aircraft are relatively close,
Capt. Brandon Howard, an
F-35B Lightning II pilot with

Marine Fighter Attack Squad-
ron 121, told Stars and Stripes
on a dusty road near Tindal’s
runway Thursday.

“Any air-to-air engagement
in the modern arena runs the
risk of collapsing down into a
visual engagement,” said Ho-
ward, who has been flying from
Tindall for the past month.

Australia’s F-35As can fly 1.6
times the speed of sound and
pull 9 Gs in a turn, which
makes the pilot feel like they
weigh nine times their normal
weight, according to David, a
28-year-old RAAF flight lieute-
nant from Brisbane, Australia.

Australian F-35A pilots are
only authorized to provide first
names to the media, he said by
phone Friday from RAAF Dar-
win.

“The F-35A has a long-range
stealth game plan but we still
train dogfighting,” he said.
“That’s some of my favorite
training.”

The stealth jets carry only
four missiles, but their cockpits

have much larger display
screens in the cockpit than ol-
der fighters, giving their pilots
a wider view and allow them to
pinpoint  their adversaries
more easily, David said.

“Yesterday we flew a mis-
sion where the Australians
were flying with (South) Ko-
rean F-16s,” he said. “The F-35s
would stay at the back and allo-
cate targets to the F-16s.”

The Marine Corps deployed
12 F-35Bs — capable of short
landings and vertical takeoffs
— to Pitch Black from Marine
Fighter Attack Squadrons 242
and 121, both based at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Ja-
pan.

They spent two weeks train-
ing with Australian F-35As
from the Tindal-based No. 75
Squadron ahead of Pitch Black,
Howard said.

The Australian jets are oper-
ating out of RAAF Darwin dur-
ing the exercise, he said.

It’s the first time Howard,
whose been flying F-35Bs for

four years, has been to Austra-
lia.

Since he reported to MCAS
Iwakuni in 2020, he has mostly
trained in Japan, sometimes
with F-35As from the Japan Air
Self-Defense Force at Misawa
Air Base in northeast Japan, he
said.

There’s more space to fly in
Australia than there is in Japan,
Howard said.

“It’s nice to be able to take off
and make a left or right turn
and be in the (training) air-
space,” he said. “In Japan,
there is more civilian air traffic
and we have to transit to air-
space where we train.”

The F-35Bs can operate from
amphibious ships with shorter
decks than conventional air-
craft carriers, unlike the Aus-
tralians’ F-35As, which can op-
erate only from conventional
airfields.

However, the Australian jets
can go farther and faster and
“pull more Gs” when they turn,
Howard said.

‘Dirt det” marks 1st time jets operated from an Australian base

By SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

RAAF TINDAL, Australia —
A dozen Marine Corps F-35B
Lightning IIs flying from this
Outback base are the first of the
U.S. military’s latest stealth jets
to operate from Australian soil.

The fifth-generation aircraft
belongs to Marine Fighter At-
tack Squadrons 121 and 242,
both deployed from their home
base, Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, for Pitch Black
2022, an airpower exercise that
ends Thursday after 21 days.

The Marines’ F-35Bs flew
over Australia during the bien-
nial Talisman Sabre drills in
2019 and 2021 but those jets op-
erated from amphibious ships
offshore, Capt. Michael Dona-
hue, 28, of Philadelphia, an in-
telligence officer with the
242nd, said Thursday at Royal

Australian Air Force Base Tin-
dal. The Marines call the Aus-
tralian mission a “dirt det,” or
dirt detachment, since it’s on
dry land rather than at sea,
where the short takeoff, vertical
landing F-35Bs operate from
amphibious assault ships with
shorter flight decks than air-
craft carriers.

RAAF Tindal, just over 200
miles’ drive south of Darwin in
an expanse of red soil and gum
trees, is home to the F-35As of
No. 75 Squadron and is one of
only two bases with a unit of
Australia’s newest fighters.

The other is RAAF Base Wil-
liamtown in New South Wales,
home to stealth jets from No. 3
and No. 77 Squadrons as well as
2 Operational Conversion Unit,
which trains pilots to fly the con-
ventional takeoff and landing
F-35As.

Australia has, so far, accepted
S0 of 72 F-35As from Fort
Worth, Texas-based manufac-
turer Lockheed Martin, accord-
ing to the RAAF.

Three hundred Marines from
the two squadrons in Japan
have been at Tindal for a month,
Donahue said. They operate day
and night shifts; the day crew
sleeps in tents and the night
crew rests in air-conditioned
bunkers during daylight hours,
he said. The base has a well-wa-
tered Australian Rules football
pitch and alarge, shaded and re-
frigerated swimming pool
where the Marines can cool off.

Marine F-35B mechanics
work on the jets in open hangars
while others guard a small oper-
ations center surrounded by
gum trees and razor wire where
pilots plan missions.

One of the Marines helping

guard the F-35Bs, Sgt. Connor
Ballard, 26, of Atlanta, said he’s
helping translate local accents.
His childhood involved fre-
quent trips to Perth in Western
Australia, to visit his Australian
mother’s relatives, he said
Thursday during a break near
the RAAF Tindal flightline.
Another Marine with the
F-35Bs, Gunnery Sgt. Terrence
Hubbard, 35, of New Albany,
Ind., said he’s seen wallabies,
snakes, spiders, colorful birds
and bats during the mission.
“I’'m into marine biology and
hope to see crocodiles and
sharks,” he said Thursday as
jets screamed overhead nearby.
The Marine said he enjoys
working with the Australians.
“Ifthings go bad, we are going
to be working side by side to de-
feat our nations’ enemies,” he
said.
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Fire-stricken Calif. town learns to live on edge

Associated Press

WEED, Calif. — The fire-stricken North-
ern California town of Weed has long been
seen by passersby as a whimsical spot to
stop along Interstate S and buy an ironic T-
shirt, but residents say they’ve grown edgy
in recent years due to a new danger: Dark
skies, swirling ash and flames that race so
quickly they leave little time for escape.

Their fears exploded to life again in re-
cent days as California’s latest inferno
burned homes and buildings and forced
evacuations in the small community about
280 miles northeast of San Francisco.

Among the thousands of people displaced
was Naomi Vogelsang. Her home de-
stroyed, dog missing, and 10-year relation-
ship with her boyfriend recently ended —
all she could do on Saturday was sit outside
a wildfire evacuation center with $20 in her
pocket, waiting for a ride to the casino.

“It can’t be any worse,” she said.

The day before, flames raced from Rose-

burg Forest Products, which makes wood
products, into Weed’s Lincoln Heights
neighborhood where a significant number
of homes burned and residents had to flee
for their lives. The blaze known as the Mill
Fire had spread to more than 6.6 square
miles by Saturday evening and was 25%
contained.

After fleeing the fire, 63-year-old Judy
Christenson remembered a similar escape
40 years ago when, as a young parent, she
had to rush her children out of a burning
home.

Last summer, a wildfire forced her to
evacuate and leave her pets behind. Now,
Christenson says she leaves harnesses on
her pets all the time so she can grab them at
a moment’s notice and leave.

“Whenever this happens, I get really
bad,” Christenson said from the front seat of
acar atan evacuation center in Yreka as Fe-
lix, her orange cat, napped in the backseat.
“I can’t think straight.”

Nestled in the shadow of Mt. Shasta — a
14,000-foot volcano that is the second-high-
est peak in the Cascade Range — Weed isno
stranger to wildfires.

Strong winds in the area that fan flames
drew the town’s founder for a very different
reason. Abner Weed, a Civil War soldier
who is said to have witnessed the Confeder-
ate Gen. Robert E. Lee’s surrender before
moving to California, chose to put a sawmill
there because the wind would dry out the
timber, according to Bob West, a lifelong
resident who co-owns Ellie’s Espresso and
Bakery, a coffee and sandwich shop that
contains some historical items of the town’s
past.

The winds make Weed and the surround-
ing area a perilous place for wildfires, whip-
ping small flames into a frenzy. Weed has
seen three major fires since 2014, a period of
extreme drought that has prompted the lar-
gest and most destructive fires in California
history.

Search inventory reveals new info from FBI seizure

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Along
with highly classified govern-
ment documents, the FBI
agents who searched former
President Donald Trump’s
Florida estate found dozens of
empty folders marked classi-
fied but with nothing inside
and no explanation of what
might have been there, ac-
cording to a more detailed in-
ventory of the seized material
made public on Friday.

The agents also found more
than 10,000 other government
documents kept by Trump
with no classification marked.

The inventory compiled by
the Justice Department re-
veals in general terms the con-
tents of 33 boxes and contain-
ers taken from Trump’s office
and a storage room at Mar-a-
Lago during the Aug. 8 search.
Though the inventory does not
describe the content of the
documents, it shows the extent

to which classified informa-
tion — including material at
the top-secret level — was
stashed in boxes at the home
and mixed among newspa-
pers, magazines, clothing and
other personal items.

And the empty folders raise
the question of whether the go-
vernment has recovered all of
the classified papers that
Trump kept after leaving the
White House.

The inventory makes clear

for the first time the volume of
unclassified government doc-
uments at the home even
though presidential records
were to have been turned over
to the National Archives and
Records Administration.

The Archives had tried un-
successfully for months to se-
cure their return from Trump
and then contacted the FBI af-
ter locating classified infor-
mation in a batch of 15 boxes it
received in January.

China, Japan ground flights as typhoon approaches

Associated Press

BEIJING — Cities in eastern China sus-
pended ferry services and classes and
flights were canceled in Japan on Sunday as
Typhoon Hinnamnor, the strongest global
storm this year, blew its way past Taiwan
and the Koreas with fierce winds and heavy
rains.

Shanghai grounded ferry services and
deployed more than 50,000 police officers to
aid with rescues and guide traffic away
from danger areas. The eastern business
hub of Wenzhou ordered all classes sus-

pended on Monday.

Hinnamnor is forecasted to move gradu-
ally northward into the East China Sea with
maximum sustained winds of 109 miles per
hour, according to the Hong Kong Observ-
atory.

Evacuations and flight cancellations have
been ordered in Japan’s southern Okinawa
Island. The typhoon is also expected to
bring intense rainfall to the Korean Penin-
sula, bringing the possibility of flooding.

China’s National Meteorological Center
issued a yellow typhoon warning at 10 a.m.

Sunday, and warned of heavy rains in north-
eastern Zhejiang, Shanghai and self-go-
verning Taiwan.

Ships were told to return to port to take
shelter from the wind, and the center also
urged people against large gatherings both
indoors and outdoors.

In Japan, the typhoon lashed Okinawa
and nearby islands with heavy rain and
fierce winds, threatening flooding and
grounding more than 100 flights connecting
the islands and parts of the main southern
island of Kyushu.
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Man 3D prints device to
alter semi-automatics

M JACKSON — A

Mississippi  man
has pleaded guilty to three
countsin a case that involved us-
ing a 3D printer to create de-
vices that turn semi-automatic
weapons into machine guns,
federal officials said.

Kent Edward Newhouse, 41,
of Jackson, pleaded guilty to one
count of engaging in business as
a firearm manufacturer and two
of possessing a firearm after a
felony conviction, according to a
news release from the U.S. At-
torney’s Office and the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives.

Federal law classifies the con-
version devices — called “auto-
sears” — as machine guns, the
statement said.

“The use of 3-D printers to un-
lawfully manufacture firearms,
and to make devices to convert
semiautomatic firearms into
machine guns, poses a real and
current threat to our communi-
ties,” said Kurt Thielhorn, ATF
special agent in charge.

Man sentenced for Brady

Super Bowl ring fraud
c SANTA ANA — A
New Jersey man who

posed as a former New England
Patriots player in order to buy
and sell Super Bowl rings that he
claimed were gifts to Tom Bra-
dy’s family was sentenced to
three years in federal prison.

Scott V. Spina Jr., 25, of Rose-
land, was sentenced by a judge
in Southern California’s Orange
County.

In 2017, Spina bought a Patri-
ots’ 2016 Super Bowl champion-
ship ring from a Patriots player
who then left the team. Prosecu-

tors said Spina paid the player —
identified only as T.J. — with at
least one bad check and sold the
ring for $63,000 to an Orange
County broker of championship
rings.

“When Spina obtained the
player ring, he also received the
information that allowed the for-
mer player to purchase Super
Bowl rings for family and
friends that are slightly smaller
than the player rings,” the U.S.
attorney’s office said in a state-
ment.

Spina then called the compa-
ny that made the rings, claimed
to be the former player and or-
dered three family-and-friend
rings with “Brady” engraved on
them, claiming they were gifts
for Brady’s baby, prosecutors
said.

Spina sold the rings to an auc-
tion house for $100,000 — much
more than he’d paid for them,
prosecutors said.

At a February 2018 auction,
one of them sold for more than
$337,000, authorities said.

Man in custody after
stolen truck strikes train

c NUNN — After a

brief standoff, police
have taken into custody a man
who sideswiped a freight train
with a truck reported stolen in
rural northern Colorado.

Aerial footage broadcast by a
news station helicopter showed
Weld County sheriff’s deputies
and local police taking the man
into custody alongside a rail line
near the town of Nunn, about 65
miles north of Denver.

The man, whose identity
wasn’t immediately released,
refused to leave the truck after
the collision. That prompted a
standoff with officers bearing fi-
rearms and shields, said Joe

Moylan, a spokesman with the
Weld County Sheriff’s Office.

Officers tried firing one round
of tear gas to force him out, then
smashed a window on the pas-
senger’s side of the vehicle to
distract him and grabbed him
from the driver’s side, Moylan
said.

Funds taken from city
electronically recovered

LEXINGTON —

More than $3.9 mil-
lion in housing funds that was
taken electronically has beenre-
covered, a Kentucky mayor
said.

The funds were seized from a
private account and refunded to
the city of Lexington, a news re-
lease from the city said.

The federal rent assistance
and transitional housing funds
were meant to be transferred to
the Community Action Council.
But someone managed to divert
the funds into a private account,
the release said.

Investigators have no evi-
dence of criminal activity by
employees of the city or Com-
munity Action Council, the re-
lease said. The investigation is
continuing.

Police: Arrest made in
jogger’s disappearance

T MEMPHIS — Police
in Tennessee said
Sunday that an arrest has been
made in connection with the ab-
duction of a jogger last week.
The Memphis Police Depart-
ment said Cleotha Abston, 38,
has been charged with especial-
ly aggravated kidnapping and
tampering with evidence in the
disappearance of Eliza Fletcher,
of Memphis. A second person
was also arrested, but police

said that suspect was “currently
not believed to be connected” to
Fletcher’s abduction early Fri-
day.

Authorities say Fletcher, 34,
was forced into a vehicle near
the University of Memphis cam-
pus. She was jogging when a
man approached her and forced
her into a dark-colored GMC
Terrain after a brief struggle.
Fletcher was reported missing
when she did not return home.

Fletcher is the granddaughter
of the late Joseph “Joe” Orgill
III, a Memphis hardware busi-
nessman and philanthropist, ac-
cording to news outlets.

Police said Fletcher is still
missing.

3 teens cause $100K in
damages at school

F PALATKA— A trio of

teens broke windows,
damaged toilets and backed-up
sinks in acts of vandalism that
caused $100,000 in damages to a
Florida middle school, author-
ities said.

The three 14-year-olds caused
extensive damage to most build-
ings at Jenkins Middle School in
Palatka, Fla., according to the
Putnam County Sheriff’s Office.
Palatka is about 65 miles south
of Jacksonville.

The school closed for repairs.

The teens discharged 17 fire
extinguishers and broke securi-
ty cameras, but not before the
cameras recorded the destruc-
tion, including an image of one
of the suspects who was identi-
fied later by a school resource
deputy at Palatka Junior-Senior
High School.

The juveniles were charged,
the sheriff’s office said in a state-
ment.

— From wire reports
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No. 2 Ohio

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio— With its vaunted of-
fense bogged down, No. 2 Ohio State leaned
onitsrevamped defense in a top-five opener
against a former Buckeye that tested its
toughness.

C.J. Stroud threw two touchdown passes
and Ohio State shut out No. S Notre Dame
over the final 42 minutes in a gritty 21-10
victory on Saturday night.

“The story of the night was the defense, to
turn around and play the way they did after
what’s been said about them in the offsea-
son, questioning their toughness, and play
the way they did against the No. S team in
the country ... I thought the energy was off
the charts for the defense tonight,” Ohio
State coach Ryan Day said.

The first regular season meeting of the
storied programs since 1996 was a home-
coming for first-year Notre Dame coach
Marcus Freeman. The former Buckeyes li-
nebacker has made a meteoric rise to lead
the Fighting Irish at the age of 36.

Freeman is 0-2 as a head coach after los-
ing a bowl game just weeks after being
named Brian Kelly’s successor.

The Irish hung with the high-scoring
Buckeyes for most of three quarters, frus-
trating Heisman Trophy finalist Stroud and
putting together a couple of first-half scor-

ing drives.

“We battled for two-and-a-half quarters,
but then they scored with 17 seconds left in
the third and we didn’t respond,” Freeman
said.

Ohio State’s defense, too generous against
the run last season, put the clamps on the
Irish and new starting quarterback Tyler
Buchner in the second half.

“We were called soft all last year and we
had to sit there and just eat,” Ohio State de-
fensive back Lathan Ransom said.

Day turned over his defensive staff in the
offseason, bringing in Jim Knowles from
Oklahoma State to be coordinator.

How quickly the Buckeyes would pick up
a scheme that is considered more compli-
cated than the one they have been running
was an open question.

They looked good in game one, as the
Irish managed just 253 yards and punted on
their last six possessions. Tommy Eichen-
berg had two of Ohio State’s three sacks.

“We got a lot to prove. And everyone just
played extremely confident, too,” Eichen-
berg said.

The Irish D could only hold up for so long.

On a third-and-long, Notre Dame brought
multiple blitzers and Ohio State gave Stroud
plenty of time to find Xavier Johnson open
down the vacated deep middle for a 24-yard

State wears down Irish

score. That put the Buckeyes up 14-10 with
17 seconds left in the third quarter.

On its next drive, Ohio State went 95
yards on 14 plays, taking seven minutes off
the clock and making it 21-10 on a 1-yard
surge by Miyan Williams.

Williams ran for 84 yards on 14 carries
and TreVeyon Henderson had 91 on 15 at-
tempts.

Ohio State led the nation in scoring and
yards per play last season, but for much of
the night it was a slog for Stroud. And Day
seemed thrilled to see his team endure.

“We wanted to be known as something
other than talented,” Day said.

Playing mostly without star receiver Jax-
on Smith-Njigba, who took a hard hit on the
first series, Stroud threw for 223 yards, in-
cluding a 31-yard TD to Emeka Egbuka to
make it 7-3 in the first quarter.

But that was it for the Buckeyes in the
first half.

Buchner and the Irish responded with a
long drive capped by Audric Etime’s 1-yard
touchdown leap in the second quarter to put
the Irish up 10-7.

That’s how it went to the half. Things
could not have gone much better for Free-
man to that point in his return to Ohio Stadi-
um, but it turned out that was as good as it
would get.

Air Force rushes

Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — Haaziq
Daniels completed three passes for 109
yards and carried it 12 times for 107 as Air
Force opened the season with a 48-17 victo-
ry over Northern Iowa on Saturday.

Daniels’ first pass of the game went for an
80-yard touchdown as he scrambled and
found Dane Kinamon wide open along the
left sideline. It was the eighth longest pass
play in program history. Kinamon also
broke loose for a 71-yard touchdown run
late in the first quarter.

Air Force led 27-3 at halftime. Daniels
had 102 yards passing with a touchdown and
107 yards rushing, including a 12-yard
touchdown. Kinamon had two rushes for 77
yards in the first half and one reception for
80 yards.

Air Force gained 582 yards on 62 carries
and the Falcons’ defense held UNI to 40S to-
tal yards. Brad Roberts, Jalen Johnson, Ki-
namon and Jensen Jones each had a rush-

ing touchdown. Roberts rushed for a team-
high 114 yards, including his 71-yard touch-
down.

Theo Day threw for 286 yards with two
touchdowns and one interception for North-
ern Iowa.

Coastal Carolina 38, Army 28: Grayson
McCall threw for three touchdowns and
added a rushing score with 3:01 remaining
as the host Chanticleers held off the Black
Knights in an opener for both teams.

Army used a 53-second drive to pull with-
in 31-28 after Cade Ballard found Braheam
Murphy wide open for a 73-yard score. But
McCall led a 10-play, 75-yard scoring drive,
capped by his S-yard sneak up the middle.

CCU forced a four-and-out and took over
with 1:36 left in front of 21,165, setting a pro-
gram attendance record at Brooks Stadium.

McCall was 12 of 17 for 174 yards. Reese
White led the Chanticleers on the ground
with 21 carries for 133 yards and a touch-
down. CJ Beasley added 91 yards on 19 car-

for 582 yards, 5 TDs in opening win

ries.

McCall led back-to-back scoring drives
spanning the first-quarter break to give
Coastal Carolina a 14-7 lead. McCall found
White coming out of the backfield for a 6-
yard score and Sam Pinckney later made a
diving catch in the end zone from 26-yards
out.

Tyrell Robinson opened the scoring for
Amy with a 70-yard touchdown run up the
middle. Army’s second big scoring play of
the game came on a play action as Ay’Jaun
Marshall was left wide open and Tyhier Tyl-
er found him for a 54-yard connection.

Delaware 14, Navy 7: Nolan Henderson
threw a pair of touchdown passes and FCS-
member Delaware beat the host Midship-
men to give Ryan Carty a win in his debut as
the Fightin’ Blue Hens’ coach.

It was Delaware’s first win over an FBS
team and Navy’s first loss to an FCS team
since the Blue Hens beat the Midshipmen in
2007.
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Cease, White Sox fall short of no-hitting Twins

Associated Press

CHICAGO—Dylan Cease had
fans on their feet, hoping he
would get that final out and com-
plete the no-hitter.

The White Sox’s ace would
have loved nothing more than to
deliver. Instead, his bid ended
just a little short.

Cease came within one out of
his first career no-hitter, and the
streaking Chicago White Sox
pounded the Minnesota Twins
13-0 on Saturday night.

Cease got a huge ovation when
he came out to start the ninth.
With fans standing, he struck out
Caleb Hamilton swinging on a1-2
slider and retired Gilberto Celes-
tino on a fly to center.

Luis Arraez, who leads the
American League with a .318 av-
erage, then dumped a line-drive
single into right-center on a 1-1
pitch, ending Cease’s bid for Chi-
cago’s third no-hitter in as many
years. Lucas Giolito tossed one
against Pittsburgh in 2020, and
Carlos Rodon did it against Cle-
veland on April 14, 2021.

“Obviously, it’s disappoint-
ing,” Cease said. “But that’s the
game.”

After a meeting on the mound,
Cease struck out Kyle Garlick to
finish his first career nine-inning
complete game. He threw a sev-
en-inning shutout against Detroit
in 2021.

Teammates lined up outside
the dugout and high-fived Cease
as he walked off. Fans chanted
“Cease! Cease!” during a TV in-
terview and showered him with
more cheers as he left.

“It would have meant a lot,”
Cease said. “It’s obviously an in-
credibly difficult feat to achieve.
It definitely would have meant a
lot.”

Rays 2, Yankees 1: Corey
Kluber limited the Yankees to a
pair of singles over seven shutout
innings and host Tampa Bay
withstood Aaron Judge’s S2nd
home run to cut its deficit in the
AL East to four games.

The first-place Yankees, who
have seen their 15 1/2-game ad-
vantage slip away, have lost six of

seven. This was the second of six
games between the teams in a 10-
day stretch. Yandy Diaz hit a two-
run single in the third inning and
the Rays made it stand up.

Judge boosted his major
league homer lead with a leadoff
drive in the ninth inning off Jason
Adam. But Adam retired the next
three batters for his eighth save.

Kluber (10-7) struck out four
without a walk as the Rays im-
proved their AL-best record
since Aug. 3 to 20-9. It was the
first time the 36-year old has
thrown a pitch in the seventh in-
ning since his no-hitter for the
Yankees on May 19, 2021, at Tex-
as.
Braves 2, Marlins 1: Robbie
Grossman drew a tiebreaking
bases-loaded walk against Steven
OKert in the ninth inning, bailing
out closer Kenley Jansen and giv-
ing host Atlanta the win.

Matt Olson singled to begin the
ninth to break an 0-for-22 skid
and advanced to third on Michael
Harris II’'s double. After Okert
(5-2) intentionally  walked
Vaughn Grissom to load the bas-
es and pinch-hitter Travis d’Ar-
naud lined out against a five-man
infield, Grossman took drew the
walk to win it.

Austin Riley homered in his
fourth straight game and Bryce
Elder pitched six strong innings
in a spot start for Atlanta. The
Braves have won four in a row
and 19 of 24 to move within two
games of the first-place New
York Mets in the NL East.

Angels 2, Astros 1 (12): Matt
Duffy’s bloop single in the 12th in-
ning drove in Taylor Ward with
the winning run to lead host Los
Angeles on a night Shohei Ohtani
reached 400 major league strike-
outs.

With Ward as the automatic
runner in the 12th, Max Stassi
drew a walk from Will Smith with
two outs. Seth Martinez (0-2)
came on and Astros center fielder
Mauricio Dubon appeared to
make a diving catch on Duffy’s
ball, but first-base umpire Jordan
Baker said Dubon didn’t come up
with it in time.

Instant replay upheld the call
as the ball hit the ground before
Dubon was able to get his glove
onit.

Ohtani threw a a season-high
111 pitches over eight innings, al-
lowing six hits and striking out
five. It was the fourth time in the
majors — and second this year —
he has gone eight innings.

Giants 5, Phillies 4: Joc Peder-
son drove in three runs, drawing
a bases-loaded walk that broke a
sixth-inning tie and sending host
San Francisco past Philadelphia.

The Giants won their second in
arow following a seven-game los-
ing streak. The Phillies have lost
five of six, but still hold the third
NL wild card spot.

Red Sox 5, Rangers 3: Brayan
Bello pitched six scoreless in-
nings in his first major league win
and John Schreiber escaped a
jam in the ninth, helping host
Boston beat Texas.

Bello (1-4) allowed three hits,
struck out five and walked one in
the longest of his eight big league
appearances. Rafael Devers
drove in two runs in Boston’s
fourth straight victory. Devers,
Xander Bogaerts and Trevor Sto-
ry each had two hits.

Brewers 8, Diamondbacks 6
(10): Tyrone Taylor hit a two-run
homer in the 10th inning after
pinch-hitter Rowdy Tellez’s tying
solo shot in the ninth, lifting vis-
iting Milwaukee past Arizona.

Andrew McCutchen pulled the
Brewers within 6-5 with a run-
scoring single in the eighth inning
after an out call at the plate was
overturned on review. Tellez
then tied it with his 28th homer of
the season in the ninth, a solo shot
off Ian Kennedy.

Taylor, who also hit a solo hom-
er in the fifth inning, put the
Brewers up 8-6 with his homer
off Joe Mantiply (2-5) in the top of
the 10th.

Blue Jays 4, Pirates 1: Bo Bi-
chette hit a tiebreaking three-run
doublein the seventh inning to lift
visiting Toronto over Pittsburgh.

George Springer and Bichette
each had two hits for the Blue
Jays, who won for the fourth time

in five games and maintained
their lead for the third and final
wild card in the American
League. Toronto drew within six
games of the division-leading
New York Yankees in the AL
East.

Mariners 4, Guardians O: Rob-
bie Ray started September the
way he finished August with six
solid innings as visiting Seattle
beat Cleveland for its sixth
straight win.

The AL  Central-leading
Guardians lost their fourth in a
row and have been shut out in
three of them.

Cardinals 8, Cubs 4: Paul
Goldschmidt hit his 34th homer,
and host St. Louis won its third
straight.

Tommy Edman and Tyler
O’Neill also went deep for the NL
Central-leading Cardinals, who
improved to 27-8 in their last 35
games. Yadier Molina had two
hits and three RBIs, and Adam
Wainwright (10-9) pitched five
innings of four-run ball for the
win.

Nationals 7, Mets 1: Mets ace
Max Scherzer exited with left
side fatigue after five sharp in-
nings and 67 pitches and NL
East-leading New York lost to
visiting Washington.

Scherzer, who missed almost
seven weeks earlier this season
with a left oblique strain, had his
fastball clocked as high as 96
mph. He retired his final seven
batters before heading straight to
the tunnel leading to the Mets’
clubhouse following the fifth.

Orioles 8, Athletics 1: Ryan
Mountcastle hit two of host Balti-
more’s five homers and drove in
four runs in a win over Oakland.

Royals 12, Tigers 2: Kyle Is-
bel hit his first grand slam, Bobby
Witt Jr. added a three-run home
run and visiting Kansas City rout-
ed Detroit.

Dodgers 12, Padres 1: Julio
Urias continued to solidify his
spot atop the Dodgers’ rotation
while Mookie Betts hit one of host
Los Angeles’ four home runs in a
win that ended its three-game
losing streak.
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Kvitova, Pegula set US Open rematch

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Much like for
so many other folks, Serena Wil-
liams’last match atthe U.S. Open
was must-see TV for players who
were still in the tournament, so
Jessica Pegula and Petra Kvito-
va tuned in from their hotel
rooms the night before their vic-
tories led off Saturday’s schedule
and set up a fourth-round show-
down.

“Of course I watched Serena.
I'mlike everyone else,” said Peg-
ula, a 28-year-old American who
is seeded No. 8 at Flushing Mead-
ows and beat qualifier Yuan Yue
6-2,6-7 (6), 6-0. “You feel kind of
sad that’s how it ends. But, I don’t
know, like I got a little, like, senti-
mental, too, watching her, how
emotional she was getting.”

Kvitova, a two-time Wimble-
don champion from the Czech
Republic, credited Williams’ last
stand — the owner of 23 Grand
Slam titles fended off five match
points before bowing out in three
sets against Ajla Tomljanovic on
Friday night in what is expected
to be her final contest — with of-
fering inspiration.

“It was very special. She didn’t
want to leave the court, for sure.

That was the same case with me
today, actually. I didn’t want to go
out of this tournament, so I was
just there hanging (in), some-
how,” said Kvitova, who erased
deficit after deficit, including a
pair of match points, to edge Gar-
bife Muguruza S-7, 6-3, 7-6 (12-
10).

“That’s what Serena showed
last night,” said Kvitova, who
dropped her racket and covered
her face with her ends when
what she called a “nightmare” of
a tiebreaker was over. “It was
nice to see her yesterday, fight-
ing until the end.”

Yes, Williams is gone, leaving
the year’s last major tournament
—and, in some ways, the sport as
awhole —without its biggest star
and storyline. Still, the show
must go on.

So there was Kvitova, un-
daunted as ever, despite drop-
ping the first set, despite trailing
5-2 in the third, despite being a
point from defeat twice at 6-S.

Here’s how close this one was:
Kvitova won 109 total points, and
Muguruza had 108.

“Left everything on the court
today,” said No. 9 Muguruza, a
two-time Slam winner whose de-

parture means the bracket is
without six of the top 10 women
entering the fourth round.

No. 1 Iga Swiatek advanced by
beating Lauren Davis 6-3, 6-4,
and No. 6 Aryna Sabalenka de-
feated Clara Burel 6-0, 6-2.

During the night session in
Ashe, 22-time major champ Ra-
fael Nadal improved his career
mark against Richard Gasquet to
18-0 with a 6-0, 6-1, 7-S victory.
Nadal won the opening nine
games and was on his way to im-
proving to 22-0 in Grand Slam
matches in 2022.

Nadal did not have stitchesora
bandage on his nose, two days af-
ter accidentally cutting it with his
racket during his previous victo-
ry.
“A little bit bigger than usual,
butit’s OK,” he said with a smile.
“The nose is still there.”

Nadal’s win was followed by
Australian Open runner-up Da-
nielle Collins’ 6-4, 7-6 (11-9) win
over Alizé Cornet.

On Monday, Nadal will take on
No. 22 Frances Tiafoe, the first
American man since Mardy Fish
in 2010-12 to get to the U.S.
Open’s fourth round in three con-
secutive years. Tiafoe eliminated

No. 14 Diego Schwartzman 7-6
(7), 6-4, 6-4.

It was going to be tough for any
of the day’s matches to live up to
the sort of attention Williams
drew, or the atmosphere she
helped create, during her three-
match run in Ashe.

“I just can’t believe the ‘era of
Serena’ on the tennis court is
over,” Pegula said. “I mean, it’s
just hard to picture tennis with-
out her.”

Pegula started her Grand
Slam career by going 3-8. She’s
gone 22-7 since, including runs to
quarterfinals at the Australian
Open each of the past two years
and the French Open this year.

Pegula came into Saturday
with an 0-2 record in third-round
matches at Flushing Meadows,
including a loss to Kvitova in
2020. Pegula gets another shot at
Kvitova on Monday.

“Petra is so hard to play. I feel
like when she’s on, she blows you
off the court. And then some-
times she can be off. .. She’s a
fighter. When it clicks, it’s really
difficult,” Pegula said, then was
sure to add: “I think I’'m a much
better player now than I was
when I played her last time.”

Cavs add All-Star guard Mitchell, jump into East title hunt

Associated Press

CLEVELAND — With one bold, unexpect-
edmove, the Cleveland Cavaliers raised their
profile in the Eastern Conference considera-
bly.

They’re back in the title hunt.

The Cavs made official Saturday their ac-
quisition of three-time All-Star guard Dono-
van Mitchell in a trade with Utah, and can
start figuring out ways to best integrate his
talents into their young core.

Considered outsiders to land the dynamic
player for much of this offseason, the Cavs
swooped in and put together a package that
the Jazz, which had offers from several other
teams, couldn’t resist.

Cleveland sent guard Collin Sexton, for-
ward Lauri Markkanen and rookie guard
Ochai Agbaji to Utah along with unprotected
first-round draft picksin 2025, 2027 and 2029.

The teams will also swap their first-round
drafting rights in 2026 and 2028.

Sexton, who was a restricted free agent,
signed a four-year, $72 million deal as part of
the package, his agent Rich Paul of Klutch
Sports told the Associated Press on Thurs-
day.

Inadding Mitchell, the Cavs have, at the ve-
ry least, entered the conversation to contend
in the overloaded East, where Boston, Brook-
lyn, Miami, Milwaukee and Philadelphia are
all considered championship-worthy.

“The acquisition of Donovan Mitchell pre-
sented us with an incredible opportunity to
bring one of the NBA’s most dynamic young
All-Stars to Cleveland,” said Koby Altman,
the Cavaliers’ president of basketball oper-
ations. “Already a special and proven talent
atjust 25 years old, Donovan brings acompet-
itive mentality that organically fits with the

core group of this team.

“We are excited to see the impact that so-
meone of Donovan’s caliber can bring to the
Cavaliers with his ability to score the basket-
ball, but also make plays for his teammates.”

In Cleveland, which had a 22-win team two
years ago, the rebuild appears to be complete
for a franchise that got accustomed to win-
ning when LeBron James was around.

The 25-year-old gives Cleveland the type of
megastar it takes to win it all. A fearless driv-
er, explosive scorer and creator, Mitchell is a
give-me-the-ball-in-crunch-time player who
raises his game and his teammates’ game.

Cleveland hasn’t made the playoffs since
James left for a second time in 2018, ending
the Cavs’ four-year run to the Finals. They’ve
been patient in putting things in place to take
another shot at a title, and Mitchell gets them
closer to one.
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