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Commander: Palawan ‘key terrain’ to defend

By SETH RoBSoON
Stars and Stripes

PUERTO PRINCESA, Phi-
lippines — U.S. Marines are
strengthening ties with their
Philippine counterparts on an
island that borders the South
China Sea as the U.S. ally faces
an ever-assertive Beijing.

The strategic importance of
Palawan, a narrow, 280-mile-
long island where Marines have
been training this month with
the Philippine 3rd Marine Bri-
gade, is “obvious,” said 15th Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit com-
mander Col. Sean Dynan.

“It controls the straits into the
Sulu Sea and into the South Chi-
na Sea and West Philippine
Sea,” he told Stars and Stripes
while standing on Palawan’s
western shore Tuesday.

American and Filipino ma-
rines spent that morning on
live-fire coastal defense train-
ing there as part of the annual

Kamandag exercise.

This year’s training involves
more than 1,000 Marines and
sailors of Marine Rotational
Force-Southeast Asia and the
15th MEU from Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif. Kamandag began
Oct. 1S and concludes Friday.

The live-fire training on Pala-
wan took place in Aborlan, a
municipality facing the South
China Sea that’s about 125 miles
east of Sabina Shoal, where Phi-
lippine and Chinese coast guard
vessels collided Aug. 31.

Philippine authorities allege
a Chinese vessel rammed a Phi-
lippine ship three times; China
claims the Philippine ship insti-
gated the clash. It was the latest
in a series of incidents involving
the two nations’ vessels in or
near the Philippines’ exclusive
economic zone.

“It’s key terrain to defend
from and key terrain to operate
from,” Dynan said of Palawan,

noting that the island hosts two
sites approved for use by Amer-
ican forces.

Antonio Bautista Air Base in
Puerto Princesa, the provincial
capital, and Naval Station Nar-
ciso Del Rosario, on Balabac Is-
land in the southern part of the
province, are two of nine sites
identified for U.S. use under the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement.

U.S. Marine units have been
on Palawan often in recent
years, while the 3rd Marine Bri-
gade, based on the island, has
grown in capabilities, Dynan
said.

“The majority of countries
around this area recognize that
amphibious capability is a re-
quirement in this environ-
ment,” he said. “The U.S. has
the longest-standing amphib-
ious force, so this is our time to
shine and help.”

Philippine forces on Palawan

have asked for help building
skills to coordinate fires, coun-
ter-drone training, nonlethal
training and establishing rang-
es, Dynan said. Those forces are
also focused on Palawan, said
Vice Adm. Alfonso Torres, head
of the Western Command at
Puerto Princesa, which over-
sees operations on the island
and in the disputed bits of terri-
tory in South China Sea.

“We are not just monitoring
(the disputed waters),” he said
at the coastal defense training
event. “We are operating also.”

Palawan’s strategic impor-
tance is growing as the Philip-
pine armed forces shift focus
from internal to external secur-
ity, Torres said.

Western Command is at the
forefront of that shift, he added.

“We are slowly shifting our
forces from the south to the west
because of the declining issues
with insurgency,” he said.

South: N. Korean troops in

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — The
12,000 North Korean troops sent
to Russia in support of Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine are
not a legitimate force, only can-
non fodder, South Korea’s na-
tional defense minister said
Thursday.

To refer to the North Koreans
as “deployed troops” is “merely
a phrase,” National Defense
Minister Kim Yang-hyun told
lawmakers during a televised
parliamentary hearing in Seoul.

“Normally when troops are
deployed, they ... proudly per-
form wearing their country’s
military uniforms, insignia and
national flag,” he said.

The North Koreans, Kim said,

are instead disguised in Rus-
sian uniforms, are under Rus-
sian military control and doing
as they are told.

“I believe that, in reality, the
North Korean troops are can-
non fodder mercenaries,” he
said.

Approximately 1,500 North
Korean special forces troops ar-
rived in Russia earlier this
month via Russian navy vessels,
according to the South Korean
National Intelligence Service on
Oct. 18.

They were the first wave of
12,000 troops and were issued
Russian uniforms, weapons and
fake identification cards, ac-
cording to the spy agency.

A North Korean representa-
tive to the U.N. General As-

sembly on Monday said his
country’s cooperation with Rus-
sia is “friendly, legitimate” and
attempts to suggest otherwise
were “groundless, stereotyped
rumors aimed at smearing the
image” of North Korea.

The Korean Central News
Agency, the North’s state-run
media organization, by Thurs-
day had yet to address reports
of the country’s troop deploy-
ment.

Kim Yang-hyun told lawmak-
ers he believed North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un had “sold
out” his forces to Russia and
was “not informing his people to
prevent it from being exposed.”

Russia may have supplied the
North with food and weapon
manufacturing supplies in ex-

Russia are ‘cannon fodder’

change for around 3 million ar-
tillery rounds, Shin Won-sik,
the previous South Korean na-
tional defense minister, said in
February.

In June, Kim Jong Un and
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin pledged mutual support in
the event either country went to
war.

The U.S. State Department
and South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol’s office have al-
leged the North had been ex-
porting ballistic missiles and ar-
tillery shells to Russia for use
against Ukrainian forces since
2023.

The U.S. confirmed the exis-
tence of North Korean forces in
Russia for the first time
Wednesday.
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Ex-Navy supervisor cited for abuse of power

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A super-
vising Navy service member
was cited for abuse of power af-
ter arecommendation to revoke
a subordinate’s security clea-
rance was determined to be an
act of retaliation, a Defense De-
partment inspector general in-
vestigation found.

The report from the Office of
the Inspector General, which
was released Oct. 15, detailed a
series of events dating to Oct.

28, 2020, when an employee of
the Navy Cyber Warfare Devel-
opment Group informed his su-
pervisor of a potential mistake
in a report provided to the U.S.
Fleet Cyber Command, U.S.
10th Fleet.

The supervisor later recom-
mended the subordinate’s se-
curity clearance be revoked fol-
lowing months of initiating pu-
nitive action, which the report
said “demonstrated animosity”
toward the subordinate.

“Individuals must be free to

come forward to make protect-
ed disclosures without fear of
reprisal,” DOD Inspector Gen-
eral Robert Storch said in a
statement. “A culture in which a
[Defense Department] official
uses a security clearance action
as aweapon to silence those who
report alleged wrongdoing is
antithetical to this core princi-
ple. Whistleblowers should be
commended for coming for-
ward, not punished.”

The subordinate was a pro-
gram manager from 2018-21 for

the cyber command based at
Fort George G. Meade, Md. The
supervisor and subordinate
were involved in a weekly pro-
ject called Commander’s Up-
date Brief, according to the re-
port. The updates would indi-
cate if a “mission area” was ca-
pable, partially capable or not
capable.

The subordinate voiced con-
cerns during an October 2020
meeting about misreporting
signal intelligence missions as
capable when they were not.

Turkey strikes Kurdish
targets for second day

Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey
struck suspected Kurdish mili-
tant targets in Syria and Iraq for
a second day on Thursday fol-
lowing an attack on the prem-
ises of a key defense company
that killed at least five people,
the state-run news agency re-
ported.

The National Intelligence Or-
ganization targeted “strategic
locations” used by the Kurdis-
tan Workers’ Party, PKK, or by
Syrian Kurdish militia that are
affiliated with the militants, the
Anadolu Agency reported. The
targets included military, intel-
ligence, energy and infrastruc-
ture facilities and ammunition
depots, the report said. A secur-
ity official said armed drones
were used in Thursday’s
strikes.

On Wednesday, Turkey’s air
force carried out airstrikes
against similar targets in north-
ern Syria and northern Iragq,
hours after government offi-
cials blamed the deadly attack
at the headquarters of the aero-
space and defense company
TUSAS, on the PKK.

Defense Minister Yasar Gul-

er said Thursday that 47 alleged
PKK targets were destroyed in
Wednesday’s airstrikes — 29 in
Iraq and 18 in Syria.

The assailants — a man and a
woman — arrived at the TUSAS
premises on the outskirts of An-
kara in a taxi they comman-
deered after Killing its driver,
reports said. Armed with as-
sault rifles, they set off explo-
sives and opened fire, killing
four people at TUSAS, includ-
ing a security guard and a me-
chanical engineer. Security
teams were dispatched as soon
as the attack started at around
3:30 pm, the interior minister
said. The two assailants were al-
so killed and more than 20 peo-
ple were injured in the attack.

There was no immediate
statement from the PKK on the
attack or the Turkish airstrikes.

In Syria, the main U.S.-
backed force said Turkish
strikes in the north of the coun-
try Kkilled 12 civilians and
wounded 2S. The Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces said
Turkish warplanes and drones
struck bakeries, power stations,
oil facilities and police check-
points.

(aza shelter hit by Israel;
cease-fire talks to resume

Associated Press

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip
— An Israeli strike on a school
where displaced people were
sheltering in the central Gaza
Strip Killed at least 17 people on
Thursday, nearly all women and
children, Palestinian medical of-
ficials said.

The strike came as U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken said
Israel had accomplished its ob-
jective of “effectively disman-
tling” Hamas, and that negotia-
tions overacease-fire and there-
lease of dozens of Israeli host-
ages would resume in the
coming days.

Another 42 people were
wounded in the strike in the
built-up Nuseirat refugee camp,
according to the Awda Hospital,
which received the casualties.
Among the dead were 13 chil-
dren under the age of 18 and
three women, according to the
hospital’s records.

The Israeli military said it tar-
geted Hamas militants inside
the school, without providing
evidence. Israel has carried out
several strikes on schools-
turned-shelters in  recent
months, saying it precisely tar-

gets militants hiding out among
civilians. The strikes often Kkill
women and children.

Blinken, speaking toreporters
in Qatar, which has served as a
key mediator between Israel
and Hamas, said negotiators
would reconvene “in the coming
days.”

“What we really have to deter-
mine is whether Hamas is pre-
pared to engage,” he said on his
11th visit to the region since the
start of the war.

The United States hopes to re-
new the negotiations after Israe-
li forces killed top Hamas leader
Yahya Sinwar in Gaza last week,
but neither side has shown any
sign of moderating its demands
from months of negotiations that
sputtered to a halt over the sum-
mer.

Blinken alsoannounced anad-
ditional $135 millionin U.S.aid to
the Palestinians, while again
urging Israel to allow more as-
sistance to enter the territory.

Health workers in besieged
northern Gaza meanwhile
warned of a catastrophic situa-
tion there, where Israel has been
waging an air and ground offen-
sive for more than two weeks.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Harris at town hall: Trump is a ‘fascist’

Associated Press

ASTON, Pa. — Vice President
Kamala Harris said Wednesday
that she believes that Donald
Trump “is a fascist” after his
longest-serving chief of staff
said the former president
praised Adolf Hitler while in of-
fice and put personal loyalty
above the Constitution.

Harris seized on comments by
former chief of staff John Kelly,
a retired Marine Corps general,
about his former boss in inter-
views with The New York Times
and The Atlantic published
Tuesday warning that the Repu-
blican nominee meets the defini-
tion of a fascist and that while in
office he suggested that the Nazi
leader “did some good things.”

Speaking at a CNN town hall,
Harris said they offer a window
into who the former president
“really is” and the kind of com-
mander in chief he would be.

When asked if she believed
that Trump is a fascist, Harris
replied twice, “Yes, I do.” Later,
she brought it up herself, saying
Trump would, if elected again,

be “a president who admires
dictators and is a fascist.”

The Democratic presidential
nominee said Kelly’s comments,
less than two weeks before vot-
ers will decide whether to send
Trump back to the Oval Office,
were a “911 call to the American
people” by the former chief of
staff. They were quickly seized
by Harris as part of her closing
message to voters as she works
to sharpen the choice at the bal-
lot box for Americans.

“I believe Donald Trump is a
danger to the well-being and se-
curity of the United States of
America,” she said, saying the
American people deserve a
president who maintains “cer-
tain standards,” which include
“certainly not comparing one-
self, in a clearly admiring way, to
Hitler.”

She added that if reelected,
Trump would no longer be tem-
pered by people who would “re-
strain him” from his worst im-
pulses.

Earlier Wednesday, Harris
repeated her increasingly dire

warnings about Trump’s mental
fitness and his intentions for the
presidency.

The comments from Kelly,
the retired Marine general who
worked for Trump in the White
House from 2017 to 2019, built on
past warnings from former top
Trump officials as the election
enters its final two weeks.

Kelly has long been critical of
Trump and previously accused
him of calling veterans killed in
combat “suckers” and “losers.”
His new warnings emerged as
Trump seeks a second term
vowing to dramatically expand
his use of the military at home
and suggesting he would use
force to go after Americans he
considers “enemies from with-
in.”

“He commented more than
once that, “You know, Hitler did
some good things, too,”” Kelly
recalled to the Times. Kelly said
he would usually quash the con-
versation by saying “nothing
(Hitler) did, you could argue,
was good,” but Trump would oc-
casionally bring up the topic

again.

In his interview with The At-
lantic, Kelly recalled that when
Trump raised the idea of needi-
ng “German generals,” Kelly
would ask if he meant “Bis-
marck’s generals,” referring to
Otto von Bismarck, the chancel-
lor who oversaw the unification
of Germany. “Surely you can’t
mean Hitler’s generals,” Kelly
recalled asking Trump. To
which the former president re-
sponded, “Yeah, yeah, Hitler’s
generals.”

Trump said on his Truth So-
cial media platform that Kelly
had “made up a story” and went
on to heap insults on his former
chief of staff, including that Kel-
ly’s “toughness morphed into
weakness.”

Trump’s campaign also de-
nied the accounts. Campaign
spokesman Steven Cheung said
Kelly had “beclowned himself
with these debunked stories he
has fabricated” and, after Har-
ris’ statement, accused the Dem-
ocratic candidate of sharing
“outright lies and falsehoods.”

Trump tells supporters to

Associated Press

DULUTH, Ga. — Donald
Trump pushed supporters at a
rollicking rally Wednesday in
Georgia to vote for him — with
an early ballot or in-person on
Election Day — in a state that
will be crucial in the presiden-
tial election.

“Just vote — whichever way
you want to do it,” Trump told
the capacity crowd at an event
organized by conservative pro-
vocateur Charlie Kirk and the
group he founded.

But the rest of former presi-
dent’s speech and the hours-
long lineup that preceded him
framed the 2024 presidential
election in the starkest terms:
Trump, the Republican nomi-
nee, lobbed hyperbolic insults
at his rival, Vice President Ka-
mala Harris, while a parade of

other speakers, Kirk included,
invoked unapologetically reli-
gious tones and described Har-
ris and her Democratic Party as
evil.

Democrats “stand for every-
thing God hates,” Kirk said,
calling the Trump vs. Harris
choice “a spiritual battle.”

“This is a Christian state. I'd
like to see it stay that way,”
Kirk told the 10,000 or so
Georgians, who at one point
joined Kirk in a deafening
chant of “Christ is King! Christ
is King!”

Meanwhile, Harris, who is a
Baptist, used a CNN town hall
in Philadelphia to describe
Trump as fascistic, further
crystallizing the nation’s polar-
ized posture with less than two
weeks until Election Day.

The Trump campaign strate-

gy of encouraging supporters to
consider every voting method is
a turn from when the former
president blamed his 2020 elec-
tion loss on mail ballots; the
number of people voting early
has surged this year.

Over 1.9 million voters have
cast early ballots in Georgia,
where Trump lost by a mere
11,779 votes four years ago to
Democrat Joe Biden. Voters
nationwide have returned a to-
tal of over 23 million advance
ballots in the 2024 general elec-
tion. That’s broken records in
multiple states, partly driven by
Republicans embracing early
voting at Trump’s direction.

Yet as the contest enters its
final days, allies like Kirk are
searching for people who lean
toward Trump but may still sit
the election out when it comes

just vote’ at Georgia rally

to casting a ballot.

“You need to go to every sin-
gle person you know and say,
‘Are you voting for Trump?’”
Kirk told the crowd.

The 31-year-old Kirk has an
outsize role in this year’s elec-
tion, using his online presence
and the organization he found-
ed, Turning Point Action, to
make himself one of the na-
tion’s most recognizable con-
servatives and a central part of
Trump’s operation. The former
president has put a particular
emphasis on courting younger
men, the “bro vote,” trying to
reach them through podcasts,
social media and influencers
such as Kirk.

The rally, at the Gas South
Arena in Duluth, was filled with
Turning Point’s signature pyro-
technics.
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Researchers: Russia worsened US storm crisis

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Russia has
helped amplify and spread false
and misleading internet claims
about recent hurricanes in the
United States and the federal gov-
ernment’s response, part of awid-
er effort by the Kremlin to manip-
ulate America’s political dis-
course before the presidential
election, new research shows.

The content, spread by Russian
state media and networks of so-
cial mediaaccounts and websites,
criticizes the federal response to
hurricanes Helene and Milton,
exploiting legitimate concerns
about the recovery effort in an at-
tempt to paint U.S. leaders as in-
competent and corrupt, accord-
ing to research from the London-
based Institute for Strategic Dia-
logue, which tracks disinforma-
tion and online extremism.

Insome cases, the claims about
the storms include fake images
created using artificial intelli-

gence, such as a photo depicting
scenes of devastating flooding at
Disney World that never hap-
pened, researchers say.

The approach is consistent
with the Kremlin’s long-standing
practice of identifying legitimate
debates and contentious issues in
the U.S. and then exploiting them.
Previous disinformation cam-
paigns have harnessed debates
about immigration, racism,
crime and the economy in an ef-
fort to portray the U.S. as corrupt,
violent and unjust.

U.S. intelligence officials and
private tech companies say Rus-
sian activity has increased sharp-
ly before the Nov. S election as
Moscow tries to capitalize on an
opportunity to undermine its
chief global adversary.

By seizing on real concerns
about disaster recovery, Russia’s
disinformation agencies can
worm their way into U.S. dis-
course, using hot-button issues to

undermine Americans’ trust in
their government and each other.

“These are not situations that
foreign actors are creating,” said
Melanie Smith, director of re-
search at ISD. “They’re simply
pouring gasoline on fires that al-
ready exist.”

The content identified by ISD
included English-language posts
obviously meant for Americans,
as well as Russian-language
propaganda intended for domes-
tic audiences. Much of the disin-
formation took aim at the Federal
Emergency Management Agen-
cy and the Democratic adminis-
tration of President Joe Bidenand
Vice President Kamala Harris.
She is her party’s nominee in the
White House race against former
President Donald Trump.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
remains the Kremlin’s prime mo-
tivation for spreading lies about
the hurricane response. If Russia
can persuade enough Americans

to oppose U.S. support for Uk-
raine, thatcould ease the way fora
Moscow victory, officials and
analysts have said.

U.S. intelligence officials have
said Russia’s disinformation
seems designed to support
Trump, who has praised Russian
President Vladimir Putin and dis-
paraged the NATO alliance and
Ukraine’s leaders. Posts linked to
Russia routinely denigrate Har-
ris, saying she is ignoring storm
victims. By contrast, arecent post
from Russian state media compa-
ny RT called Trump “a mystical
figure of historic proportions.”

Intelligence officials con-
firmed Tuesday that Russia cre-
ated a manipulated video to
smear Harris’ running mate,
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.

The Russian Embassy hasn’t
responded to messages this week
seeking comment aboutrecental-
legations by researchers and in-
telligence officials.

No end for Boeing strike as
workers reject latest otfer

Associated Press

SEATTLE — Boeing factory
workers voted against the compa-
ny’s latest contract offer and re-
main on the picket lines six weeks
into a strike that has stopped pro-
duction of the aerospace giant’s
bestselling jetliners.

Local union leaders in Seattle
said 64% of members of the Inter-
national Association of Machi-
nists and Aerospace Workers
who cast ballots Wednesday vot-
ed against accepting the offer.

“After10years of sacrifices, we
still have ground to make up, and
we’re hopeful to do so by resum-
ing negotiations promptly,” Jon
Holden, the head of the IAM Dis-
trict 751 union, said in a statement
Wednesday evening. “This is
workplace democracy —and also
clear evidence that there are con-
sequences when a company mis-
treats its workers year after
year.”

A spokesperson for Boeing said
officials didn’t have a comment
on the vote.

The labor standoff comes dur-
ing an already challenging year
for Boeing, which became the fo-
cus of multiple federal investiga-
tions after a door panel blew off a
737 Max plane during an Alaska
Airlines flight in January.

The strike has deprived the
company of much-needed cash
that it gets from delivering new
planestoairlines. On Wednesday,
the company reported a third-
quarter loss of more than $6 bil-
lion.

Unionmachinists assemble the
737 Max, Boeing’s best-selling
airliner, along with the 777 or “tri-
ple-seven” jet and the 767 cargo
plane at factories in Renton and
Everett, Wash.

Thelatestrejected offerinclud-
ed pay raises of 35% over four
years.

NC: Helene caused at least
$53B in damage to state

Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — The cata-
strophic flooding and destruc-
tion caused by Hurricane He-
lene in western North Carolina
likely caused atleast arecord $53
billion in damages and recovery
needs, Gov. Roy Cooper’s admin-
istration said Wednesday.

The state budget office gener-
ated the preliminary figure for
direct or indirect damages and
potential investments to prevent
similar destruction in future
storms.

Cooper told reporters the
state’s previous record for storm
damage was $17 billion from
Hurricane Florence, which
struck eastern North Carolina in
2018.

“It is no exaggeration to de-
scribe Helene as the deadliest
and most damaging stormeverto
hit North Carolina,” Cooper said
while unveiling his request to the

General Assembly for $3.9 bil-
liontohelp pay forrepairs andre-
vitalization. He called it a “down
payment on western North Car-
olina’s future.”

North Carolina state officials
have reported 96 deaths from
Helene, which brought historic
levels of rain and flooding to the
mountains in late September.

The storm and its aftermath
caused1,4001andslides and dam-
aged over 160 water and sewer
systems, at least 6,000 miles of
roads, more than 1,000 bridges
and culverts and an estimated
126,000 homes, the budget office
said. Some 220,000 households
are expected to apply for federal
assistance.

The report with Cooper’s
spending request was released
the day before the legislature
planned to meet for a one-day
session to advance additional
Helene recovery legislation.
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No arrests yet in rampage
at haunted hayride

N COLLINGSWOOD —

Police said they made
no arrests after hundreds of
teenagers went on a rampage
last weekend, disrupting a
haunted hayride fundraiser,
taking over and stealing from a
convenience store and brawling
through residential neighbor-
hoods in a suburb of Philadel-
phia.

Collingswood, a western New
Jersey town, said it “will be re-
viewing and revising plans for
public events given this new rio-
tous trend.”

Although no arrests were
made immediately following
the violence in and around
Knight Park and the thefts from
the Wawa convenience store, an
investigation is continuing, the
borough’s mayor and police
chief said in a statement.

Officials said more than 200
teenagers were involved, in-
cluding many dropped off by
the carloads after 8 p.m. Satur-
day at the park where the bor-
ough’s parent-teacher associa-
tion was sponsoring the Hallo-
ween-season event.

Official resigns, will plead
guilty in funds probe

c SANTA ANA — A

high-ranking elected
official in Orange County, Calif.,
has agreed to plead guilty to
conspiracy to commit bribery
as part of a scheme involving a
charity and the misuse of CO-
VID-19 relief funds, prosecu-
tors said Tuesday.

Orange County Supervisor
Andrew Do took hundreds of
thousands of dollars in bribes as
he helped ensure that money
went to an organization that

claimed to be feeding elderly
and disabled people, federal au-
thorities said. The group instead
used much of the funds to buy
real estate, officials said.

Do, a Republican, resigned
his position on the board for the
county of 3 million people, ef-
fective immediately.

The case comes after a long-
running investigation into the
Viet America Society, where
Do’s daughter, Rhiannon Do,
was listed as an officer.

U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada
said Andrew Do signed an
agreement to plead guilty to
conspiracy to commit bribery in
connection with the scheme.

Family’s dog is rescued 6
days after home explodes

v HAYMARKET —
The Prince William
County rescuers moved cau-
tiously Monday morning, slowly
removing Sheetrock, lumber
and roof shingles from the
wreckage of what six days be-
fore had been a home in the
Haymarket, Va., area.

From under the rubble, a con-
stant stream of noise confirmed
that a live rescue was their pur-
pose.

“Once we heard the barking,
and we knew she was alive,”
said Gavin Morrison, a fire-
fighter with the Prince William
County fire department. “The
way she was barking at us and
her owners, she was just a
scared dog.”

Six days after a gas explosion
toppled the home, residents and
neighbors led firefighters from
Truck 504 in Gainesville to free
Brandy, a pit bull mix who
somehow survived under a pile
of what appeared to be an interi-
or wall, fire officials said.

The explosion happened

more than an hour after fire-
fighters responded to an out-
door gas leak, officials said.
Nearby homes were evacuated
before the explosion, and no hu-
man injuries were reported.

Investigators said a private
contractor ruptured the gas line
while replacing a water line to
the home.

Police: ‘Suspicious’ blast

at apartment injured 2
U LEHI — An early
morning explosion in

a Utah apartment injured two
people and led to the temporary
relocation of 90 families in the
building because the sprinkler
system was damaged, officials
in Lehi said Tuesday.

The explosion, which police
called “suspicious,” happened
just after 4 a.m., spokesperson
Jeanteil Livingston said. The
couple in the apartment suf-
fered minor injuries and were
treated at the scene.

The explosion caused dam-
age inside the apartment and to
the building’s fire sprinkler sys-
tem, leading to water damage in
the apartment and some apart-
ments below it, Livingston said.

The cause of the explosion is
under investigation.

Exterminators: NY leads
with 5 rat-infested cities

NEW YORK — New

York State leads the
nation in rat-infested cities with
five, including third-ranked
New York City.

Orkin released its annual run-
down of S0 cities where it treat-
ed the most places for rodents in
the year ending Sept. 1. They in-
cluded Albany, which was 31st
nationally, followed by Buffalo
at number 41, Rochester at 43
and Syracuse, which narrowly

made the cut by landing the 48th
spot on the list.

Earning the top-spot among
ratty cities for the 10th year in a
row was Chicago. Los Angeles
finished second to The Windy
City.

Ex-Bosnian prison guard
lied to get US citizenship

MA BOSTON — A Bos-

nian man living in
Massachusetts has been con-
victed of lying to get refugee sta-
tus and U.S. citizenship by cov-
ering up his role as a supervisor
of guards at a notoriously harsh
and violent wartime prison
camp where Serbians were

killed, sexually assaulted,
tortured and starved three dec-
ades ago.

Kemal Mrndzic, 52, had been
living in the seaside town of
Swampscott, north of Boston,
before survivors of the Celebici
prison camp identified him as
being involved in the beatings
and other abuses committed
there in 1992, federal author-
ities said.

He was convicted in federal
court on Friday of scheming to
conceal his involvement in the
persecution of those prisoners;
making a false statement to
Homeland Security agents
about his role at the camp; pos-
sessing a fraudulently obtained
naturalization certificate and
Social Security card; and using
a fraudulently obtained pass-
port and certificate of naturali-
zation. His sentencing is sched-
uled for Jan. 22.

The United Nations Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia found that
guards at the camp killed, sex-
ually assaulted and tortured
Serbian prisoners.

— From wire reports
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World Series could be decided by role players

Associated Press

Aaron Judge, Juan Soto and
Gerrit Cole.

Shohei Ohtani, Mookie Betts
and Yoshinobu Yamamoto.

No doubt, many of baseball’s
biggest names will be center
stage when the New York Yan-
kees and Los Angeles Dodgers
square off in a dream World Se-
ries matchup between two of the
sport’s most successful and sto-
ried franchises.

Huge payrolls, massive media
markets, enormous fan bases.
New York with the best regular-
season record in the American
League at 94-68, and Los Angeles
tops in the National League at 98-
64.

But even with all that star pow-
er on the field, this Fall Classic
could be decided by the less-cele-
brated players batting in front of
Soto and Judge, and the grind-it-
out guys hitting behind Ohtani
and Betts.

Leading off

Yankees: Second baseman
Gleyber Torres, who can become
afree agent this fall, is playing in-
spired ball in October after look-
inglackadaisical at times the past
few years. His .400 on-base per-

centage from the leadoff spot in
nine postseason games has been
critical to New York’s offensive
production, forcing opposing
pitchers to face the likes of Soto,
Judge and ALCS MVP Giancarlo
Stanton with runners aboard.
That leaves less margin for error
and means fewer opportunities to
work around any of the big slug-
gers.

Dodgers: Ohtani has struck
out 17 times in his first postsea-
son, but the $700 million super-
star has scored 12 runs in 11
games. He’s batting .286 with
three homers, 10 RBIs and a .934
OPS.He homered on consecutive
swings at Citi Field in the NLCS,
including a leadoff shot in Game
4. What he hasn’t done yet is steal
abase, after swiping 59 bags dur-
ing the regular season to go with
his 54 homers, making him the
first major leaguer with a S0-S0
season. The Yankees have a few
left-handers they can use to try to
neutralize Ohtani, including
starter Carlos Rodon, relievers
Tim Hill and Tim Mayza — and
Nestor Cortes if he returns from
an elbow injury as anticipated.

Who's on first?

Yankees: After missing the Di-

vision Series against Kansas City
because of two fractured fingers
on his right hand, first baseman
Anthony Rizzoreturnedinthe AL
Championship Series versus Cle-
veland and batted .429 (6-for-14)
with a double and two walks. The
35-year-old Rizzo has played in
54 postseason games and won a
World Series ring with the 2016
Chicago Cubs.

Dodgers: It’s hard to know
what Freddie Freeman can pro-
vide even after six days off going
into Game 1. The popular first ba-
seman has been playing with a
badly sprained right ankle that
caused him to miss three NL
playoff games, including two of
the final three in the NLCS
against the Mets. Los Angeles is
averaging 9.3 runs per game
without him in October. Can that
possibly continue? Freeman, an
eight-time All-Star and the 2020
NL MVP, is batting .219 with one
RBI and no extra-base hits dur-
ing the postseason. If he sits, the
flexible Dodgers could again
move Max Muncy from third
basetofirstand put Kiké Hernan-
dez at third.

Short story

Yankees: Gold Glove short-

stop Anthony Volpe had nine hits
and eight walks for a .459 on-base
percentage during the AL
playoffs — a huge improvement
over his .288 career mark in two
major league seasons. Volpe’s
newfound patience at the plate to-
ward the bottom of the order has
helped turn the lineup over and
provide RBI chances for the hit-
ters at the top.

Dodgers: Tommy Edman was
acquired from St. Louisinlate Ju-
ly and played in only 37 games
this season because of wrist sur-
gery and a sprained ankle. Filling
in at shortstop for injured Miguel
Rojas, the switch-hitter found
himself in the cleanup spot a cou-
ple of times during the NLCS —
anunusual choice at S-foot-10 and
193 pounds with 59 regular-sea-
son homers in six big league sea-
sons. But boy did he deliver. Ed-
man batted .407 with a home run,
11 RBIs and a 1.022 OPS to earn
NLCS MVP honors. All-Star
catcher Will Smith and slugging
outfielder Teoscar Hernandez
didn’t get going against the Mets
until Game 6. And with Freeman
struggling or sidelined through-
out the series, Edman’s at-bats
behind Ohtani and Betts were
pivotal. Maybe they will be again.

Pearsall has chance to shine for 49ers with Aiyuk out

Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — The plan to ease
rookiereceiver Ricky Pearsall backintoform
as he worked his way back from being shotin
the chest didn’tlastlong forthe San Francisco
49ers.

With Brandon Aiyuk out for the season af-
ter tearing ligaments in his right knee Sun-
day, Pearsall quickly goes from a luxury
depth option on San Francisco’s offense to
one of the key pieces.

“There are definitely a lot of opportunities
for us,” Pearsall said Wednesday about him
and fellow rookie receiver Jacob Cowing.
“Obviously, it sucks seeing a guy like B.A. go
down — one of our leaders on the team, big
playmakers and one of my close buddies who
I’ve known for a really long time. It hurt my
heartto see him go down. ... Now we have alot
of rookies who need to step up like myself.”

The Niners are short-handed when it
comes to playmakers on offense with Aiyuk
out for the season and All-Pro running back
Christian McCaffrey being sidelined by
Achilles tendinitis that has kept him out since
August.

The status of two of the team’s other top re-
ceiversisalsoin question this week with Dee-
bo Samuel missing practice Wednesday, a
day after being released from the hospital af-
ter spending two nights there with pneumo-
nia, and Jauan Jennings out with a hip injury
that could force him to miss a second straight
game.

Pearsall had three catches for 21 yards in
his debut, while playing 48 snapsonoffensein
a loss to the Kansas City Chiefs. There were
also some mix-ups, including a bad route he
ranon hisfirst target of the game that went for
an incompletion late in the first half.

“It wasjusta communication error,” Pear-
sall said. “Obviously, we haven’t had many
repsatthattogether, mebeingout.Iwasjusta
few yards too deep. I can cut that a little shor-
ter, and the ball would’ve been right on my
chest.”

After getting most of his practice time at
the “X” receiver spot that lines up on the line
of scrimmage, Pearsall got opportunities to
play out of the slot and off the line Sunday be-
cause of all the injuries.

Coach Kyle Shanahan said he was pleased
with how Pearsall performed in that role and
hopes to build on it this week when San Fran-
cisco plays Dallas.

“I think he’s wired to run every route as a
receiver,” Shanahan said. “Ricky is a plug-
and-play with all routes. It’s not like he has a
small route tree and can only do certain
things, so he can run the whole tree.”
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Unbeaten Navy faces test vs. Notre Dame

Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J.
— It took Navy five years, five
wins to start the season and a
second-year coach to get back
into the AP Top 25S.

That No. 24 ranking could be
on the line Saturday when the
Midshipmen (6-0) face No. 12
Notre Dame (6-1) at MetLife
Stadium in the New Jersey
Meadowlands sports complex.

“It’s a great opportunity for
our team and our program,”
Navy coach Brian Newberry
said. “These are the kind of
games you want to play in. It’s
a great thing about coming to
school here at Navy is you get
to play a team like Notre Dame
every year: a big game on na-
tional stage like that. That’s
what you want.”

Beating Notre Dame will be
a big ask for Navy, which lost
42-3 to the Irish in Dublin in
August 2023. BetMGM Sports-
book has made Notre Dame a
12'2-point favorite in this 97th
meeting in a series that dates to
1927.

“We know who we are and
what we’re able to do, and we
have to control that,” Navy
quarterback Blake Horvath
said. “There’s nothing that
Notre Dame can do that will

change who we are. We can
beat ourselves and that’s for
sure and that’s something we
haven’t done so far this year.”

Notre Dame coach Marcus
Freeman said the Irish are
playing an opponent that vastly
improved from last season. The
Midshipmen are averaging
448 points and 435.8 total
yards, including 274.8 rushing.

“I love it,” said Freeman,
whose team beat Georgia Tech
31-13 last weekend. “We're
looking forward to a great chal-
lenge. To play a 6-0 team, as
the head coach you’d much
rather do that than play a team
that’s 0-6, because it doesn’t
take much to motivate your
guys.”

Navy is just about as motivat-
ed.

“We can’t treat this like it’s
the Super Bowl,” senior line-
backer Kyle Jacob said. “It’s
the next game.”

Everyone knows the Super
Bowl for Navy will be Dec. 14
against Army at the Washing-
ton Commanders’ home stadi-
um in Landover, Md.. The
teams, each 6-0 for the first
time since 1926, could also
meet in the American Athletic
Conference title game eight
days earlier in either Annapolis

or West Point.

Notre Dame knows it is the
biggest game on essentially ev-
ery opponent’s schedule. And
while the list of longtime Irish
rivals includes matchups with
schools such as Michigan, Pur-
due, Southern California and
Stanford, the one with Navy
carries a different feel.

That’s not because these
teams have met on the football
field every year since 1927, ex-
cept the pandemic 2020 season.
This one has been played in a
variety of locations, including
Washington, Baltimore, Phila-
delphia, San Diego, Cleveland
and South Bend, Ind.

Heisman Horvath?

Charlotte coach Biff Poggi
said after his team’s S51-17 loss
at Navy that Horvath deserved
Heisman Trophy considera-
tion. There is still a long way to
go before that’s a possibility,
but Horvath and Alabama’s Ja-
len Milroe are the only players
in Football Bowl Subdivision
with 10 touchdowns each rush-
ing and passing.

“There’s a lot of great guys
out there with with Travis
Hunter and Ashton Jeanty,”
said Horvath, who has amassed
1,509 yards combined on the

ground and through the air
through six games. “All I can
do is just play my game and
control what I can control.”
Horvath, a sophomore who
ran something similar to offen-
sive coordinator Drew Cronic’s
system in high school, has been
the key to a complete turn-
around on that side of the ball.
Navy is tied for the best red
zone offense in the country, re-
lying far more on the pass than
the typical service academy.

New Navy look

Getting ready to face Navy's
offense has been an adjustment
for teams.

“I think we’ve been prepar-
ing for it since fall camp,”
Freeman said of Navy’s triple-
option system. “You’re inten-
tional about having certain pe-
riods on certain days in fall
camp. We attacked it again
during the bye week so we
have a good foundation for
what we’ve planned on doing
and we’ve enhanced it.”

There is one new change.
With Horvath having an excel-
lent season throwing, Navy us-
es a shotgun formation about
45% of the time. In years past,
it was mostly on passing
downs.

Playoff hopes on line when Boise State visits UNLV

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — If Friday
night’s game between No. 17
Boise State and UNLV had been
played even a year ago, it
would’ve been a notable region-
al matchup.

But because the College Foot-
ball Playofftripledinsizetoal2-
team field, the game now carries
national implications.

The winner takes a major step
toward securing a spot in the
playoff, which takes the five
highest-ranked conference
champions, guaranteeing space
for a Group of Five program.

“We know it’s a big game,”

Rebels coach Barry Odom said.
“Don’trun fromit. Don’t make it
bigger than it needs to be, but
understand the moment that
they’ve earned, they’ve created
for not only our program but our
conference. Youlook around the
world of college football this
week and in the top five games
it’s UNLV and Boise.”

The Broncos (5-1, 2-0 Moun-
tain West) have a little more
margin for error for making the
playoffs. Their only defeat was
37-34 to top-ranked Oregon on a
last-second field goal, and a loss
to UNLV could be made up by
winning the league title game.

UNLV (6-1, 2-0) will have a
nearly impossible task of trying
to make the playoffs if the Re-
bels lose. Their loss was 44-41 in
overtime to Syracuse on Oct. 4.

“’'m shocked they’re not
ranked inthe Top 25,” said Boise
State coach Spencer Danielson,
pointing out UNLV won at Hous-
ton, Kansas and Oregon State.
“They deserve that for sure.”

This game is not only an op-
portunity for the Broncos to
make an impression on a nation-
allevel, butalso continue to push
the Heisman Trophy case for
Ashton Jeanty. He leads the na-
tion with 1,248 yards rushing

and averages 9.9 per carry.

BetMGM lists Jeanty as the
2-1 favorite to become the first
player from outside a power
conference since BYU quarter-
back Ty Detmer in 1990 to hold
college football’s most coveted
individual trophy.

Odom used several words to
describe Jeanty, who averages
208 yards rushing per game, but
found he couldn’t come up with
adequate words “to give him the
respect of how great of a player
he is. I don’t know if there are
any comparisons. People have
asked me to compare him to
someone. I can’t. He’s unique.”
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Bucks roll past 76ers in season opener

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Damian
Lillard scored 30 points, Giannis
Antetokounmpo added 25 and
the Milwaukee Bucks defeated
the Philadelphia 76ers 124-109
in the season opener for both
teams Wednesday night.

Lillard scored 15 points in the
third quarter and finished with
six 3-pointers, nine rebounds
and five assists.

Tyrese Maxey scored 25
points and Andre Drummond
had13 pointsand 11 rebounds for
Philadelphia, which was with-
out injured stars Joel Embiid
and Paul George, who are side-
lined due to knee injuries.

Pacers 115, Pistons 109:
Myles Turner scored 20 points,
Pascal Siakam and Bennedict
Mathurin had 19 each and visit-
ing Indiana rallied to beat De-
troit, spoiling coach J.B. Bicker-
staff’s debut.

Detroit led by 12 points and
was ahead after each of the first
three quarters in a closely con-
tested game with 13 lead chang-
es and four ties, but couldn’t
hang on for the win.

Cade Cunningham scored 22
ofhis 28 points in the second half
for the Pistons, whose trio of vet-
eran newcomers had solid per-
formances.

Cavaliers 136, Raptors 106:
Evan Mobley scored 25 points,
Donovan Mitchell had 21 and
visiting Cleveland routed To-
ronto.

Raptors forward Scottie
Barnes shot 3-for-14 and scored
nine points in a disappointing
season debut.

Toronto’s Chris Boucher
scored 18 points off the bench,
Gradey Dick added 16 and
guard Immanuel Quickley
scored 13 points in 14 minutes
before exiting because of an in-
jury.

Magic 116, Heat 97: Paolo
Banchero scored 33 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds, Franz
Wagner scored 23 and visiting
Orlandorolled past Miamiin the
opener for both teams.

Gary Harris added 18 for Or-
lando, all on 3-pointers. The
Magic were 18-for-49 from 3-
point range.

Terry Rozier scored 19 for
Miami.

Hawks 120, Nets 116: Trae
Young had 30 points, Onyeka
Okongwu added a career-high
28 and host Atlanta opened the
season with a victory over
Brooklyn.

Cam Thomasled the Nets with
36 points, butit wasn’t enough to
prevent a loss for Jordi Fernan-
dez in his NBA head coaching
debut.

Atlanta’s Jalen Johnson, com-
ing off a $150 million contract
extension, had 11 points and 10
rebounds.

Pelicans 123, Bulls 111:
Brandon Ingram scored 33
points, icing the game with a
baseline turnaround jumper

with 1:46 to go, and host New Or-
leans overcame Zion William-
son’s absence to defeat Chicago
in both clubs’ season opener.

Williamson was ruled out
shortly before the game because
of an illness, marking his 207th
missed regular-season game
since he was drafted No. 1 over-
allin 2019.

Zach LaVine scored 27 points,
and Nikola Vucevic had 21
points and 11 rebounds for the
Bulls, who trailed for most of the
second halfand by as many as 16
points in the fourth quarter.

Hornets 110, Rockets 105:
LaMelo Ball had 34 points and 11
assists in his return from an an-
kle injury and Grant Williams
made a go-ahead 3-pointer with
40 seconds left to give visiting
Charlotte a win over Houston.

Jalen Green scored five quick
points to tie it before Williams
put the Hornets on top with his
step-back 3 to make it 106-103.
Ball, who was playing in his first
regular-season game since Jan.
26, added two free throws after
that to secure the victory.

Green led Houston with 28
points and Alperen Sengun add-
ed 25 points and 18 rebounds in
his return after missing the last
19 games of last season with a se-
verely sprained ankle.

Grizzlies 126, Jazz 124: Ja
Morant had 22 points, 10 assists
and five rebounds in his return
to action to lead visiting Mem-
phis to a victory over Utah.

Morant appeared in just nine
gameslast season afterservinga
25-game league suspension be-
fore suffering a season-ending
shoulder injury. Santi Aldama
scored 27 points and Desmond
Bane added 24 more for the
Grizzlies.

Lauri Markkanen had 35
points and nine rebounds for
Utah.

Warriors 139, Trail Blazers
104: Stephen Curry had 17
points, 10 assists and nine re-
bounds before sitting for the
fourth quarter, and visiting
Golden State opened the season
with a rout of Portland.

Buddy Hield had 22 points off
the bench for the Warriors, who
missed out on the playoffs last
year.

Portland was led by Scoot
Henderson with 22 points off the
bench. Shaedon Sharpe didn’t
play because of a shoulder inju-

ry.

Suns 116, Clippers 113 (OT):
Kevin Durant scored 25 points,
Bradley Beal added 24 and visit-
ing Phoenix spoiled Los An-
geles’ Intuit Dome debut in the
opener for both teams.

James Harden had 29 points
and 12 rebounds for the Clip-
pers. He had a chance to send it
to double overtime, but missed
the second of two free throws
with 4.8 seconds remaining.

Ivica Zubac had 21 points for
the Clippers, but fouled out with
2:1S remaining in overtime.

Caps win 5th in a row, hand Flyers 6th straight loss

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Connor McMichael
scored twice, Alex Ovechkin got an empty-
netter for the 855th goal of his NHL career
and the Washington Capitals beat the Phila-
delphia Flyers 6-3 Wednesday night for
their fifth consecutive victory.

The Flyers clawed back from a four-goal
deficit to make things interesting, but they
still lost their sixth in a row since winning
their season opener. They have been out-
scored 29-14 during this skid that has con-
tinued to snowball thanks to a mix of turn-

overs, bad goaltending and not enough of-
fense to compensate.

Washington was undisciplined in almost
blowing a big lead but kept rolling after get-
ting 26 saves from Logan Thompson and
production from up and down the lineup. In
addition to McMichael's second and third
goals of the season, fourth-line forwards
Taylor Raddysh and Nic Dowd also scored
for the Capitals, and Pierre-Luc Dubois also
had an empty-net goal.

Philadelphia's Ivan Fedotov allowed four
goals on 24 shots in his fourth NHL start and

still has yet to win a game. Travis Konecny,
Owen Tippett and Matvei Michkov had the
Flyers' goals.

Ovechkin, who has two goals this season,
is now 40 from breaking Wayne Gretzky's
career record.

Thompson denied Morgan Frost on a
breakaway late in the second period, then
made a series of saves the following shift be-
fore intermission to maintain a two-goal
lead when the Flyers were pressing.

The Flyers have been outscored 13-S in
second periods this season.
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