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Russia seeks to regain ground in Ukraine

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russia’s troops fought
Thursday to regain lost ground in areas of Uk-
raine that Russian President Vladimir Putin
has illegally annexed while Moscow tried to
pound the invaded country into submission
with more missile and drone attacks on crit-
ical infrastructure.

Russian forces attacked Ukrainian posi-
tions near Bilohorivka, a village in the Lu-
hansk region of eastern Ukraine. In the neigh-
boring Donetsk region, fighting raged near
the city of Bakhmut. Kremlin-backed separa-
tists have controlled parts of both regions for
82 years.

Putin declared martial law in Luhansk, Do-
netsk and southern Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia
and Kherson regions on Wednesday in an at-
tempt to assert Russian authority in the an-
nexed areas following a string of battlefield
setbacks and a troubled troop mobilization.

The unsettled status of the illegally ab-
sorbed territory was especially visible in the
Kherson region’s capital, where Russian mil-
itary officials have replaced Kremlin-in-
stalled civilian leaders amid a mass evacua-
tion and an ongoing Ukrainian counteroffen-

sive.

Kherson city, with a prewar population of
about 284,000, was one of the first urban areas
captured by Russia when it invaded Ukraine,
and it remains a prime target for both sides
because of its key industries and major river
port. Officials said 15,000 of a planned 60,000
residents had left the city as of Thursday in an-
ticipation of intensified assaults.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s office
said Thursday that Ukrainian forces contin-
ued to engage the enemy, mounting 15 attacks
on Russian military strongholds in the Kher-
son region.

Meanwhile, Russia continued its stepped-
up attacks on Ukraine’s energy infrastruc-
ture, dispatching drones and missiles to eight
regions. At least three civilians died and 14
were wounded in overnight attacks across
Ukraine, according to the Ukrainian presi-
dent’s office.

In Kryvyi Rih, Russian strikes damaged a
power plant and another energy facility, cut-
ting electricity to the central Ukraine city of
about 600,000 residents. Apart from being
Zelenskyy’s hometown, Kryvyi Rihis home to
several large metallurgical factories that are

key to Ukraine’s economy. Regional governor
Valentin Reznichenko said the city sustained
serious damage.

Ukrainian authorities said missile and
drone strikesignited several fires in the south-
ern city of MyKkolaiv, with four drones hitting a
school. Another school in Komyshuvakha, a
village in the Zaporizhzhia region, also took
four drone strikes and sustained damage. Au-
thorities reported no casualties.

Russia’s sustained attacks on Ukraine’s in-
frastructure prompted authorities to ask resi-
dents to reduce their energy consumption
from 7 a.m. to11 a.m. starting Thursday and to
dim city street lights. They warned of rolling
blackouts.

The general staff of the Ukrainian army
said there was a heightened chance that Rus-
sian forces could launch an attack from Bela-
rus with the aim of cutting off supply routes
for Western weapons and military equip-
ment.

In another sign of Russia’s wavering mobi-
lization, Ukrainian authorities said more than
3,000 Russians have so far called a dedicated
hotline for soldiers who don’t want to take part
in the war and want to surrender.

US examines wreckage of kamikaze

The Washington Post

The U.S. government has examined the
wreckage of Iranian-made drones shot
down in Ukraine, deepening its insight into
the unmanned craft that Russia has
launched in a spate of kamikaze attacks on
the country’s critical infrastructure, accord-
ing to two U.S. officials.

Information about the drones’ structure
and technology could prove crucial in help-
ing the United States and its Ukrainian allies
better identify and ultimately defeat them
before they can reach their targets. Officials
said the process has been used in the past to
study weaponry deployed by Iran’s proxies
in conflicts in the Middle East. People inter-
viewed for this report spoke on the condition
of anonymity to discuss sensitive intelli-
gence collection.

The Shahed-136 unmanned aerial vehi-
cles used in this week’s attacks on the Ukrai-
nian capital, Kyiv, have targeted power sta-

tions and other utilities, Kkilling at least four,
authorities there have said. Their use by
Russian forces has underscored the growing
ties between Moscow and Tehran, alarming
Western leaders whose sanctions and other
punitive economic measures have drastical-
ly undercut the Kremlin’s ability to regener-
ate its military after eight months of war.

The Iranian-made drones are being
launched from three Russian military bases
in Crimea and another position in Belarus, a
Ukrainian official said. Tehran has dis-
patched advisers to Russian-controlled ar-
eas, where they have provided operators
with technical instruction.

Itis unclear how the United States gained
access to the drone wreckage, though the
Pentagon coordinates closely with Uk-
raine’s military and maintains a small ad-
ministrative presence at the U.S. Embassy
in Kyiv. That team is led by a one-star Army
general.

drones in Ukraine

The Shahed is a large, lumbering aircraft
that flies very low and appears to have few
metallic parts, making it difficult to detect
with radars and other sensors before reach-
ing its target. Examination of the wreckage
may help overcome those challenges.

The drones’ points of origin pose another
challenge, the Ukrainian official said: They
are too far for U.S.-supplied rocket artillery
to strike, blunting options for destroying the
aircraft before they are airborne.

Ukraine, which says it has destroyed
more than 220 Shahed-136 drones since
Sept. 13, appears to be studying the plat-
form, Estonian Defense Minister Hanno
Pevkur told reporters this week. Pevkur
said it was of regional urgency to learn about
the aircraft.

“We all have to understand that we all
have to put our efforts to that. To understand
how it works, and to understand how to take
it down,” he said.
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Afghan couple claim Marine abducted baby

Associated Press

An Afghan couple who arrived in the U.S.
as refugees are suing a U.S. Marine and his
wife in federal court for allegedly abducting
their baby girl.

The baby had been pulled from the rubble
two years earlier after her parents and five
siblings were killed during a joint U.S. Spe-
cial Forces raid. After months of treatment
in a U.S. military hospital in Afghanistan,
she had gone tolive with a newlywed Afghan
couple, identified by the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross and Afghan author-
ities as her relatives.

But unbeknownst to the couple, court rec-
ords say, a U.S. Marine Corps attorney on
temporary assignment in Afghanistan
learned of the baby while she was still in the
hospital. With his wife back home in Virgi-
nia, he felt compelled to adopt the Afghan
baby and praised it as an act of Christian
faith.

This little girl, now 3Y2 years old, finds
herself at the center of a high-stakes tangle
of at least four court cases. The ordeal has
drawn in the U.S. departments of Defense,
Justice and State, which have previously ar-
gued that the attempt to spirit away a citizen
of another country could significantly harm
military and foreign relations. The U.S. Ma-
rines and federal officials did not comment
on the record.

The Afghan family has asked the court to
shield their identity out of concerns for their
family back in Afghanistan, and they agreed
to communicate with the AP on condition of
anonymity.

While authorities were looking for her Af-
ghan relatives, attorney Joshua Mast, repre-
sented by his brother Richard Mast, told a

Virginia state circuit court judge that the ba-
by was a “stateless war orphan,” records
show: They assured the judge that Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani himself was plan-
ning to sign a waiver of jurisdiction within
days. The state judge agreed, and granted
Joshua and his wife Stephanie Mast custody,
naming them as guardians on a birth certif-
icate.

That waiver never arrived, and Ghani’s
aide told AP earlier this month that there
was no record of any discussion about this.
Further, he said such a request would have
to go through the courts, which did not hap-
pen. Finally, Islamic law prohibits non-Mus-
lims from adopting Afghan babies.

Nonetheless, with documents naming
them as her guardians, the Masts turned toa
federal judge in Virginia to stop the U.S. gov-
ernment from handing over the baby, court
records show. Justice Department attor-
neys stepped in and said the state adoption
was “invalid.” The judge refused to inter-
vene and the baby was given to her relatives.

The Afghan couple — who say they had no
idea what had been happening in U.S. courts
— wept with joy when they met the 7-month-
old baby.

“We didn’t think she would come back to
her family alive,” said the young Afghan
man. “It was the best day of our lives.”

Though the baby remained in Afghanis-
tan, Joshua and Stephanie Mast had given
the growing toddler a Western name in a
U.S. state court, according to court records.
They finalized the adoption, enrolled her in
the Defense Department’s health care sys-
tem, and even scheduled an appointment
with a pediatrician.

Mast — through an interlocutor — kept in

touch with the Afghan couple, offering to
bring their child to the U.S. for medical care,
court records say. But the couple say they
told Mast that journey was too the arduous.

Everything changed last summer when
the U.S. began its chaotic withdrawal from
Afghanistan. Amid erupting violence and in-
stability, Mast offered to get the couple, and
their little girl, evacuated to the U.S., rec-
ords show. They took him up on his offer.

When the exhausted Afghans arrived at
the airport in Washington D.C., they allege
in court filings that Mast pulled them out of
the international arrivals line and led them
to an inspecting officer. They were sur-
prised when Mast presented an Afghan
passport for the child, the couple said. But it
was the last name printed on the document
that stopped them cold: Mast.

They didn’t know it, but they would soon
lose their baby. Just a few days later as the
Afghan couple began their resettlement
process at Fort Pickett Army National
Guard base, they allege Mast confronted
them, took the little girl —then 2 %2 years old
— and drove off.

The Masts insist in court documents that
they are her legal parents and “acted admir-
ably” to protect her. They’ve asked a judge
to dismiss the lawsuit, claiming the Afghan
couple are “not her lawful parents.” Mast’s
attorney cast doubt on whether the Afghans
were even related to the baby.

The Afghan couple is not giving up.

“After they took her, our tears never
stop,” the woman told The Associated Press.
“Right now, we are just dead bodies. Our
hearts are broken. We have no plans for a fu-
ture without her. Food has no taste and sleep
gives us no rest.”

Green Berets, SEALSs transfer to Baumholder may need waiver

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
U.S. special operations units
poised for a move to a rural part
of western Germany could need
a special Pentagon waiver that
explains why those forces
wouldn’t be more useful in

countries nearer to Russia.
For years, U.S. Special Oper-
ations Command Europe has

wanted to send SEALs and
Green Berets to an Army base
in Baumholder, Germany.

And those plans are coming to
fruition, with various construc-
tion projects in the works and
hundreds of troops expected to
relocate from their current base
of operations in Stuttgart.

But House lawmakers want
to block funding for construc-
tion projects to support the

move, saying that Defense Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin must first
justify the effort.

Specifically, the House’s ver-
sion of the 2023 National De-
fense Authorization Act calls for
Austin to explain why U.S. spe-
cial operators wouldn’t be bet-
ter positioned in Latvia, Lithua-
nia, Estonia, Romania or Po-
land, all of which are on the
front lines when it comes to de-

terring Russian aggression.

The waiver would need to de-
tail how “hosting such forces in
Germany would provide grea-
ter deterrence or greater oper-
ational utility” than the other
nations, the NDAA states. It
would also need to describe how
taking up a position in Baum-
holder “is in the national secur-
ity interests of the United
States.”

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Truss resigns after brief stint leading UK

Associated Press

LONDON — British Prime
Minister Liz Truss resigned
Thursday —bowing to the inevi-
table after a tumultuous, short-
lived term in which her policies
triggered turmoil in financial
markets and a rebellion in her
party that obliterated her au-
thority.

Making a hastily scheduled
statement outside her 10 Down-
ing Street office, Truss acknowl-
edged that “I cannot deliver the
mandate on which I was elected
by the Conservative Party.”

Hers is the third resignation
by a Conservative prime minis-
terinas many years and leaves a
divided party seeking a leader
who can unify its warring fac-

tions. Truss, who said she will
remain in office for a few more
days while that process unfolds,
has been prime minister for just
over six weeks.

Just a day earlier she had
vowed to stay in power, saying
she was “a fighter and not a quit-
ter.” But Truss couldn’t hold on
any longer after a senior minis-
ter quit her government with a
barrage of criticism and a vote
in the House of Commons de-
scended into chaos and acrimo-
ny just days after she was forced
to abandon many of her eco-
nomic policies.

A growing number of law-
makers had called for Truss to
resign after weeks of turmoil
sparked by her economic plan.

When it was unveiled by the
government last month, the plan
triggered financial turmoil and
a political crisis that has seen
the replacement of Truss’ Trea-
sury chief, multiple policy U-
turns and a breakdown of disci-
pline in the governing Conser-
vative Party.

Earlier, Conservative law-
maker Simon Hoare said the
government was in disarray.

“Nobody has a route plan. It’s
all sort of hand-to-hand fighting
on a day-to-day basis,” he told
the BBC on Thursday.

Truss quit after a meeting
with Graham Brady, a senior
Conservative lawmaker who
oversees leadership challenges.
Brady was tasked with assess-

ing whether the prime minister
still has the support of Tory
members of Parliament — and
it seemed she did not.

“It’s time for the prime minis-
ter to go,” Conservative law-
maker Miriam Cates said ear-
lier Thursday. Another, Steve
Double, said of Truss: “She isn’t
up to the job, sadly.” Legislator
Ruth Edwards said, “itis not re-
sponsible for the party to allow
her to remain in power.”

With opinion polls giving the
Labour Party a large and grow-
ing lead, the Conservative Party
decided its only hope of avoid-
ing electoral oblivion was to re-
place Truss. But they remain di-
vided over who exactly should
do that.

‘Positive energy’ from Native
American woman in space

Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —
The first Native American wom-
anin space said Wednesday sheis
overwhelmed by the beauty and
delicacy of Mother Earth, and is
channeling “positive energy” as
her five-month mission gets un-
derway.

NASA astronaut Nicole Mann
said from the International Space
Station that she’s received lots of
prayers and blessings from her
family and tribal community. She
isamember of the Wailacki of the
Round Valley Indian Tribes in
Northern California.

Mann showed off the dream
catcher she took up with her, a
childhood gift from her mother
that she’s always held dear. The
small traditional webbed hoop
with feathers is used to offer pro-
tection, and she said it’s given her
strength during challenging
times. Yearsbeforejoining NASA
in 2013, she flew combat missions
in Iraq for the Marines.

“It’s the strength to know that I
have the support of my family and
community back home and that
when things are difficult or things
are getting hard or I'm getting

burned-out or frustrated, that
strength is something that I will
draw on to continue toward a suc-
cessful mission,” Mann told The
Associated Press, which gath-
ered questions from U.S. mem-
bers and tribal news outlets.

Mann said she’s always heeded
hermother’s advice on the impor-
tance of positive energy, especial-
ly on launch day.

“It’s difficult for some people
maybe to understand because it’s
notreallytangible,” she said. “But
that positive energy is so impor-
tant, and you can control that
energy, and it helps to control
your attitude.”

Mann, 45, a Marine colonel and
test pilot who was born in Petal-
uma, Calif., said it’s important to
recognize there are all types of
people aboard the space station.
I's currently home to three
Americans, three Russians and
one Japanese astronaut.

“What that does is it just high-
lights our diversity and how in-
credible it is when we come to-
gether as a human species, the
wonderful things that we can do
and that we can accomplish,” she
said.

CENTCOM chief visits ballistic
missile sub in the Arabian Sea

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The top
U.S. military commander for the
Middle Eastboardeda U.S. ballis-
tic missile submarine in the Ara-
bian Sea on Wednesday, a rare
move that highlighted U.S. nucle-
ar undersea capabilities during
tense times with Iran and Russia.

Gen. Erik Kurilla was shuttled
out to the USS West Virginia and
went aboard for about eight hours
as the submarine rose to the sur-
face in an undisclosed location in
international waters in the sea.

The West Virginia is one of the
Navy’s Ohio Class, long-range
submarines, known as boomers.
They are stealthy and, as one leg
of America’s nuclear triad, can
launch nuclear missile strikes
andare considered akey strategic
deterrent. The U.S. seldom ad-
vertises the location of its nucle-
ar-powered submarines, and
doesn’t often have them patroll-
ing in the Middle East.

In a statement Wednesday,
U.S. Central Command said Ku-
rilla met with Vice Adm. Brad
Cooper, the commander of the
U.S. Navy’s Sth Fleet, on the sub-
marine. It said Kurilla also got a

“hands-on demonstration of the
capabilities of the vessel.”

“These submarines are the
crown jewel of the nuclear triad,
and the West Virginia demon-
strates the flexibility, survivabili-
ty, readiness, and capability” of
the U.S. forces at sea, Kurilla said
in the statement.

The unusual submarine visitby
a CENTCOM leader comes as
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin has threatened to use nuclear
weapons with his forces losing
ground in the war in UKkraine.

And Iran — which is in the
CENTCOM region—hasbecome
more involved in the war, supply-
ing waves of drones that Russia
has been using to strike targets in
UKkraine, including power plants,
residential buildings and other
key infrastructure.

CENTCOM leaders have often
visited U.S. Navy ships in the wa-
ters around the Middle East, in-
cluding massive aircraft carriers
that were routinely sent to the re-
gion as a deterrent to Iran. Since
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
have ended, the Navy has not had
afrequent carrier presence in the
region.
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Arizona refuses US demand to
remove containers along border

Associated Press

PHOENIX — Arizona has refused the federal
government’s demand to take down double-
stacked shipping containers it placed to fill gaps
in the wall along the U.S.-Mexico border, saying it
won’t do so until the U.S. moves to construct a per-
manent barrier instead.

The Arizona Department of Emergency and
Military Affairs dug in its heels in an Oct. 18 letter
to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, saying “the
containers will remain in place until specific de-
tails regarding construction are provided.” It was
signed by Allen Clark, the department’s director.

A regional spokeswoman for the Bureau of Rec-
lamation did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment on Arizona’s refusal in the
most recent flap between the Biden administra-
tion and Republican-led border states over immi-
gration policies.

The federal agency told Arizona officials in a
letter last week that the containers were unautho-
rized and violated U.S. law. The bureau also de-
manded that no new containers be placed, saying
it wanted to prevent conflicts with two federal
contracts already awarded and two more still
pending to fill border wall gaps near the Morelos
Dam in the Yuma, Ariz., area.

Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey ordered installation

of more than 100 double-stacked containers that
were placed over the summer, saying he couldn’t
wait for the U.S. Customs and Border Protection
to award the contracts it had announced for the
work. Migrants have continued to avoid the re-
cently erected barriers by going around them, in-
cluding through the Cocopah Indian Reservation.
The Cocopah Indian Tribe has complained that
Arizona acted against its wishes by placing 42 of
the double stacks on its land.

The border wall promoted by former President
Donald Trump continues to be a potent issue for
Republican politicians hoping to show their sup-
port for border security.

President Joe Biden halted wall construction
his first day in office, leaving billions of dollars of
work unfinished but still under contract. The Bi-
den administration has made a few exceptions for
small projects at areas deemed unsafe for people
to cross, including the gaps near Yuma.

The Center for Biological Diversity raised a dif-
ferent objection to the shipping containers on
Wednesday, filing a notice of intent to sue Ducey’s
administration over what the environmental
group said are plans to erect more shipping con-
tainers along the border. The group said the move
will obstruct a critical jaguar and ocelot migration
corridor.

Fewer Americans apply for jobless aid

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The num-
ber of Americans applying for
unemployment benefits fell last
week and remains historically
low even as the U.S. economy
slows in the midst of decades-
high inflation.

Jobless claims for the week
ending Oct. 15 declined by
12,000 to 214,000 from 226,000
last week, the Labor Depart-
ment reported Thursday.

The four-week moving aver-
age rose by 1,250 to 212,250.

Considered a proxy for
layoffs, applications for jobless
aid have remained historically
low since the initial purge of
more than 20 million jobs at the
start of the coronavirus pan-
demic in the spring of 2020.

Some recent employment da-
ta suggests the job market may
be cooling slightly, but overall,
it remains the healthiest part of
an economy that’s been shaky
all year due to high inflation and
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

The government reported
last week that inflation in the
United States accelerated in
September, with the cost of
housing and other necessities
intensifying pressure on fam-
ilies and businesses.

Four-decade-high inflation
has prompted the Federal Re-
serve to keep raising its key in-
terest rate, which is currently in
a range of 3% to 3.25%. A little
more than six months ago, that
rate was near zero. The sharp
rate hikes have pushed mort-

gage rates up to 15-year highs,
and made other borrowing cos-
tlier. The Fed hopes that higher
interest rates will slow borrow-
ing and spending and push in-
flation closer to its traditional
2% target.

Fed officials have warned
that the unemployment rate will
likely have torise as part of their
fight against rising prices, and
the most recent government
jobs report likely snuffed out
any hope that the Fed would
pause rate increases when it
meets in early November.

American employers slowed
their hiring in September but
still added 263,000 jobs and the
unemployment rate dropped
from 3.7% to 3.5%, matching a
half-century low.

Heating
worries
mount
across US

Associated Press

JAY, Maine — Across the
U.S., families are looking to the
winter with dread as energy
costs soar and fuel supplies
tighten.

The Department of Energy is
projecting sharp price increas-
es for home heating compared
with last winter and some worry
whether heating assistance pro-
grams will be able to make up
the difference for struggling
families. The situation is even
bleaker in Europe, with Rus-
sia’s continued curtailment of
natural gas pushing prices up-
ward and causing painful shor-
tages.

In Maine, Aaron Raymo saw
the writing on the wall and be-
gan stocking up on heating oil in
S-gallon increments over the
summer as costs crept upward.
He filled a container with heat-
ing oil as he could afford it,
usually on paydays, and used a
heating assistance program to
top off his 275-gallon oil tank
with the arrival of colder weath-
er. His family is trying to avoid
being forced into a difficult de-
cision — choosing between food
or heating their home.

“It’s a hard one,” he said.
“What are you going to choose
for food, or what amount of fuel
oil are you going to choose to
stay warm?”

A number of factors are con-
verging to create a bleak situa-
tion: Global energy consump-
tion has rebounded from the
start of the pandemic, and sup-
ply was barely keeping pace be-
fore the war in Ukraine further
reduced supplies.

The National Energy Assis-
tance Directors Association
says energy costs will be the
highest in more than a decade
this winter.
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2 killed when small plane
crashes at car dealership

0 MARIETTA — A

small plane crashed
into a car dealership parking lot
near the border of Ohio and
West Virginia early Tuesday,
killing two people on board and
sparking a large fire.

The crash of the 1974 Beech-
craft Air King E90 in Marietta,
Ohio, was reported at about 7:15
a.m., according to the Ohio State
Highway Patrol. The pilot and
another person on board were
killed. The crash damaged sev-
eral vehicles at the dealership
and sparked a fire that sent dark
plumes of smoke spewing into
the air, but no one on the ground
was injured. It wasn’t known if
anyone was in the dealership at
the time of the crash.

The plane had apparently de-
parted about 30 minutes earlier
from John Glenn International
Airport in Ohio, but it was not
immediately clear where it was
headed.

Wrestler saves teammate
from grizzly bear mauling

MT BILLINGS — A col-

lege wrestler from a
small Wyoming school helped
his teammate survive a grizzly
mauling over the weekend by
trying to wrestle the massive
bear off his friend, eventually
drawing a more brutal attack to
himself.

The men are crediting their
bonds as wrestling teammates
at Northwest College in Cody,
Wyo., with helping them survive
the attack Saturday evening
southeast of Yellowstone Na-
tional Park.

Brady Lowry of Cedar City,
Utah, suffered a broken arm and
puncture wounds in the initial

attack after they surprised the
bear while searching for antlers
shed by elk and deer in the
Shoshone National Forest.

“It shook me around and I
didn’t know what to do,” Lowry
told KSL-TV Monday from a
hospital in Billings, Mont. “I
curled upin aball and it got me a
few more times.”

His teammate — Kendell
Cummings of Evanston, Wyo. —
tried to stop the attack on Lowry
by yelling, kicking and hitting
the bear and pulling on its fur.

The bear quickly turned its fu-
ry onto Cummings. After the
bear attacked him twice and left,
Cummings pulled himself up
and began looking for his team-
mates. In the meantime, Lowry
walked to an area with cell ser-
vice and called 911.

$275M verdict for toxic
exposures at school

w MONROE — A jury

in King County has
awarded $275 million to 10 stu-
dents and parents who say they
suffered serious neurological
injuries from chemical expo-
sure at a school northeast of
Seattle.

The lawsuit against Bayer
Pharmaceuticals is the fourth to
result in a multimillion-dollar
verdict, The Seattle Times
reported. The company owns
chemical giant Monsanto, the
manufacturer of polychlorinat-
ed biphenyls, or PCBs.

The first three lawsuits result-
ed in jury verdicts of $268 mil-
lion distributed to 14 plaintiffs.
One lawsuit is ongoing and 16
more await trial.

More than 200 students, par-
ents and teachers from the Sky
Valley Education Center, an al-
ternative school in Snohomish
County, have sued Monsanto

over environmental contamina-
tion. They say Monroe School
District knew PCBs were found
on the campus, but, despite clea-
nup efforts, toxins were still be-
ing found into 2019.

Police say 9 hurt when
commuter train hits semi

c WATERBURY — A
commuter train hit a
tractor-trailer Monday whose
operator had driven to a rail
crossing after leaving the scene
of an earlier crash, transit au-
thorities said. Nine train passen-
gers suffered minor injuries.

The tractor-trailer was in-
volved in a crash with another
vehicle near Metro-North Rail-
road property in Waterbury,
Conn., shortly before 11 a.m., of-
ficials with the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority said.

The tractor-trailer then drove
a short distance to a railroad
crossing and stopped in the path
of the 10:45 a.m. train from Wa-
terbury to Bridgeport, MTA po-
lice said in a news release. The
semi driver noticed crossing
gates lowering and tried to move
out of the way but was unable to
clear the crossing before the
train hit the truck, MTA police
said.

About 30 passengers were
aboard the train, and nine re-
ported minor injuries that were
evaluated at the scene, police
said.

The driver of the tractor-trail-
er was ticketed for stopping on a
railroad crossing, police said.

Worker admits dumping
waste into water system
M JACKSON — An

employee of a Mis-
sissippi wastewater hauling

company pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court Tuesday for his partin

illegally discharging industrial
waste into the capital city’s sew-
er system.

William Roberts, an em-
ployee of Partridge-Sibley In-
dustrial Services, admitted to
supervising the improper dis-
posal of industrial waste at a
commercial entity in Jackson.
As a result of Roberts’ negli-
gence, the waste was trucked
and hauled to a facility that was
not a legal discharge point des-
ignated to receive the waste,
federal prosecutors said.

“The defendant’s negligent
conduct contributed to the dis-
charge of millions of gallons of
untreated industrial waste into
the Jackson water system,” said
Chuck Carfagno, a special agent
for the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s criminal investi-
gations division.

Police: 20 cars stolen
from lot for use in crimes

NEW YORK —

Thieves stole 20 cars
from a New York City dealer-
ship and will likely use the veh-
icles to commit other crimes, a
top police official said.

The car thieves hit a Mistub-
ishi dealership over the week-
end, broke open a lock box that
held keys and drove off with
late-model cars, NYPD Chief of
Detectives James Essig said
Monday.

While some stolen cars are
sold overseas, Essig said investi-
gators believe the cars stolen
from the Mitsubishi lot will be
used to carry out other crimes.

“Our feeling is just based on
the way crime is going, people
taking these cars, they will use
these 20 cars in multiple robber-
ies and burglaries throughout
the city,” Essig told reporters.

— From wire reports
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Astros, Verlander win ALCS opener over Yankees

Associated Press

HOUSTON — When Justin
Verlander was laboring and
needed 45 pitches to get through
two innings, Astros manager
Dusty Baker was worried he’d
have to go to his bullpen early.

Instead, the veteran ace buck-
led down and found a groove,
striking out 11 in six strong in-
nings to lead Houston over the
New York Yankees 4-2 in their
AL Championship Series opener
Wednesday night.

“This guy, he has mental
toughness,” Baker said. “When
he’s down and out and it looks
like you got him in trouble, this
guy, he can dial it up.”

Yuli Gurriel launched a tie-
breaking homer for Houston in
the sixth. Chas McCormick and
Jeremy Pefa also went deep as
the AL West champions im-
proved to 4-0 in the playoffs after
going 106-S6 during the regular
season.

The Astros are in their sixth
consecutive ALCS, looking to
reach the World Series for the
fourth time in that span, against a
New York team in the LCS for the

first time since being eliminated
by Houston in 2019.

The game was tied 1-all when
Gurriel connected off reliever
Clarke Schmidt for a solo shot in-
to the left-field seats to put Hous-
ton on top. Two batters later,
McCormick sent a sinker from
Schmidt into right field to make it
3-1.

“I didn’t do my job today,”
Schmidt said.

Verlander set a major league
record with his eighth double-di-
git strikeout game in the postsea-
son. He passed Clayton Kershaw
(213) tobecome the careerleader
in postseason strikeouts with 219.

“As the game’s going along,
you just gain more confidence as
you start making better pitches,”
Verlander said. “Once I started
being able to execute my pitches
the way I wanted, I feel like my
confidence just kind of built upon
that.”

New York whiffed 17 times in
all to only two for the Astros —
the largest difference ever in a
postseason game.

“They’re obviously really dy-
namic,” Yankees manager Aa-

ron Boone said. “Outstanding
starting pitching, but can shorten
the game with the best of ’em. So
we’ve got to find a way to break
through against them.”

Pefia, whose 18th-inning home
run completed a sweep of the
Mariners in the ALDS, belted a
homer off Frankie Montas to
start the seventh and extend the
lead to 4-1. Montas was pitching
for the first time since Sept. 16 be-
cause of a shoulder injury that
kept him off the Division Series
roster.

Anthony Rizzo homered off
Rafael Montero with two outs in
the eighth to get the Yankees
within two. Giancarlo Stanton
singled before Josh Donaldson
walked, spurring Baker to bring
in closer Ryan Pressly.

He struck out Matt Carpenter
to end the inning and pitched a 1-
2-3 ninth to get the four-out save.

Carpenter, back recently from
a broken foot, fanned all four
times up.

“The way (Verlander) threw
the ball tonight, I could have
played for the last two months
and it would have been a tough

day,” he said.

After struggling in Game 1 of
the ALDS against Seattle, Ver-
lander looked shaky early in this
one, giving up a second-inning
homer to Harrison Bader that
put the Yankees up 1-0. It was
Bader’s fourth home run in six
playoff games — his first four
long balls with New York.

But the Astros tied it in the bot-
tom half on an RBI double by
Martin Maldonado.

The Astros had a few days off
after eliminating Seattle on Sat-
urday. The Yankees dealt with a
quick turnaround after winning a
rain-postponed Game S over the
Guardians at home Tuesday be-
fore heading to Houston.

They had runners at second
and third with one out in the third
after a double by Stanton, but
Verlander struck out Donaldson
and Carpenter to escape the jam.

“I thought early we had our
chances. I don’t think he was real
sharp early, but then he kind of
dialed it in,” Boone said. “He
started really executing, staying
away from trouble. I thought he
spun the ball really well.”

Drury, Padres rally to beat Phillies, even NLCS 1-1

Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — The scrappy San Diego
Padres, largely rebuilt at the trade dead-
line, are finding their identity at just the
right time.

In danger of heading to Philadelphia
down 0-2 in the NL Championship Series,
the Padres produced another huge rally in
front of their rowdy fans to put some
punch into the all-wild card matchup.

Brandon Drury hit a go-ahead, two-run
single during a five-run outburst in the
fifth inning and San Diego stunned Aaron
Nola and the Phillies 8-S on Wednesday to
tie the NLCS at one game apiece.

“You go into their place, which is prob-
ably going to be as spirited as ours is,
down 2-0 and that’s an uphill battle,” said
veteran manager Bob Melvin, who has
brought a calming presence in his first
year as San Diego’s skipper.

The Padres weren’t rattled when they
fell behind 4-0 in the second inning after

getting just one hit during a 2-0 loss in the
series opener Tuesday.

“We go into Philly for three and it’s a
big game,” Drury said. “We’ve got to fight
and we did. It’s huge.”

The fifth-inning surge started with Pa-
dres catcher Austin Nola hitting an RBI
single off his younger brother that brought
the sellout, towel-twirling crowd of 44,607
to life. Three innings earlier, the Phillies
took a 4-0 lead with a rally that included
bloop hits, a sun-aided double on a gor-
geous, 92-degree afternoon and some
shoddy Padres defense.

On Saturday night, spurred by the bot-
tom of the order, the Padres broke loose
for five runs in the seventh inning of a S-3
win that eliminated the 111-win Los An-
geles Dodgers.

Wednesday’s rally was similar.

“We need to continue to build that confi-
dence,” said Austin Nola, the No. 9 batter.
“That’s what we talked about all year.

That identity is never giving up, never
giving in. Every inning we’re putting pres-
sure on the other team to score and it’s
paying off.”

Drury and Josh Bell hit back-to-back
homers for the Padres, and Manny Ma-
chado went deep late.

The series shifts to Philadelphia for
three games beginning Friday night. The
Phillies, trying to reach their first World
Series since 2009, outscored Atlanta 17-4
in two home Division Series games last
weekend to dispatch the defending World
Series champion Braves.

Manager Rob Thomson said the Phillies
need to approach this situation like they
did the NLDS.

“We went into Atlanta, won the first one,
lost the second one. Disappointing game.
We had a day off and came back home in
front of 46,000 raucous people and played
really well. I expect to do the same thing,”
he said.
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Jets top Avalanche on Pionk’s 2nd goal

Associated Press

DENVER — Neal Pionk
scored his second goal of the
game 31 seconds into overtime
and the Winnipeg Jets re-
grouped after squandering a
two-goal lead to beat the Col-
orado Avalanche 4-3 on
Wednesday night.

Pionk’s slap shot from the
right side momentarily froze
goaltender Alexandar Georgiev
and nicked off the post to go in.
It was Pionk’s first career over-
time goal.

“Shoot hard in case you hit
the puck,” the defenseman
cracked. “I was going far side. I
got a little lucky, but it was a
good shot.”

The winning goal was set up
by Mason Appleton in the other
end, when he kept Nathan

MacKinnon away from the
puck along the boards. Apple-
ton then fed the puck ahead to
Pionk.

“It doesn’t go unnoticed,”
Pionk said about Appleton’s
play. “He used his big body,
made a nice little play to me,
and I put it in the net.”

Sam Gagner and Cole Perfet-
ti also had goals for the Jets,
who finished a difficult back-to-
back with a game at Vegas on
Thursday night. Connor Helle-
buyck made 30 saves.

Leading 3-1 in the second pe-
riod, Winnipeg saw Mikko Ran-
tanen and Valeri Nichushkin
score 2:01 apart to tie it. Ranta-
nen led the comeback for Col-
orado with two goals and an as-
sist in the second.

“They’re the defending Stan-

ley Cup champions, so they’re
going to push back, right?”
Pionk said. “They scored a cou-
ple goals, we broke down a few
times, but overall in the third I
thought we responded well.”

Blues 4, Kraken 3 (OT): Jus-
tin Faulk scored his second goal
of the game at 2:50 of overtime
and visiting St. Louis beat Seat-
tle.

Vladimir Tarasenko took ad-
vantage of a defensive miscue
behind the net and found Faulk
in front of the net for his third
assist of the game. Faulk put the
shot past Martin Johnson from
the crease.

Brayden Schenn had a goal
and an assist to help St. Louis
improve to 2-0, Jordan Kyrou
also scored and Jordan Bin-
nington made 32 saves.

Will Borgen, Ryan Donato
and Alex Larsson scored for
Seattle in its third straight loss
at home to start the season.

Panthers 4, Flyers 3: Carter
Verhaeghe scored twice and
Rudolfs Balcers and Josh Mah-
ura had third-period goals to
help host Florida beat Philadel-
phia.

Balcers’ goal, his first with
Florida after signing in the off-
season, put the Panthers on top
for good. Sergei Bobrovsky
stopped 31 shots for the Pan-
thers, who have won three of
four to open the season.

Travis Konency, James van
Riemsdyk and Nick Seeler
scored for Philadelphia. Kevin
Hayes had two assists for the
Flyers, and Felix Sandstrom
made 31 saves.

Avs captain Landeskog out after knee surgery

Associated Press

DENVER — Colorado Avalanche captain
Gabriel Landeskog will be sidelined about 12
weeks after undergoing arthroscopic knee
surgery.

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said after
morning skate Wednesday that Landeskog
had the procedure performed in Minneapolis
the day before. Landeskog missed the open-
ing three games of this season with what the

team described as a lower-body injury.
“Started bugging him when he started
training and getting back on the ice,” said
Bednar, whose team hosted Winnipeg on
Wednesday night. “So they had it looked at,
images taken. Decided on surgery.”
Landeskog sat out the final 23 regular-sea-
son games last season after undergoing knee
surgery. He returned in time for the playoffs,
where he had 11 goals and 11 assists to help the

Avalanche win the franchise’s third Stanley
Cup title.

The 29-year-old Landeskog is in his 12th
NHL season and his 11th as captain of the Ava-
lanche. He was the youngest captain in NHL
history atthe time he earned the role (19 years,
286 days) on Sept. 4,2012. He held that distinc-
tion until Connor McDavid was named cap-
tain by the Edmonton Oilers on Oct. 5, 2016, at
19 years, 266 days.

Source: Panthers would be open to trading McCalffrey

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The
Carolina Panthers are consider-
ingtrading 2019 All-Prorunning
back Christian McCaffrey if
they get something significant
in return, according to a person
familiar with the situation.

The person spoke to The Asso-
ciated Press on condition of ano-
nymity Wednesday because no
trade is imminent.

It’s unclear how many other
NFL teams have inquired about
McCaffrey, who has been pro-
ductive this season after mis-
sing 23 games over the previous

two seasons with various inju-
ries.

The Panthers are 1-S this sea-
son and have struggled to find
stability at the quarterback posi-
tion.

The Panthers traded Robbie
Anderson to the Arizona Cardi-
nals this week for two late-round
draft picks after he wasinvolved
in a sideline argument with an
assistant coach and sent to the
locker room.

The Panthers are not expect-
ed to have a fire sale, despite
having lost 12 of their past 13
games.

McCaffrey is one of the few
bright spots on the league’s
32nd-ranked offense.

He has 670 yards from scrim-
mage, which ranks fourth in the
NFL behind only Saquon Bar-
kley, Tyreek Hill and Nick
Chubb. McCaffrey and Chubb
are the only players in the
league with five games with at
least100yards from scrimmage.

McCaffrey said Wednesday
that he’s trying to stay focused
on Sunday’s game even as trade
rumors swirl around the 2017
first-round draft pick.

“That’s out of my control,”

McCaffrey said. “I’'m trying to
control everything I can control.
Right now I’'m a Carolina Pan-
ther and giving it all to this
place.”

When asked if he would like to
be kept in the loop regarding
trade talks, McCaffrey respon-
ded, “if they keep me in the loop,
great. Ifnot, it doesn’t matter. To
me, I am focused on playing
against the Bucs this weekend
and doing everything I can to
prepare for them.”

McCaffrey did not practice
Wednesday as that is his normal
rest day.
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Williamson

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Zion Williamson re-
sumed his assault on backboards and bas-
ketball players, leaving both at the mercy of
his skills and strength.

“It’s like he didn’t miss a beat,” New Or-
leans coach Willie Green said. “You just
throw the ball to him and watch what he
does.”

Williamson returned from a one-year ab-
sence with 25 points and nine rebounds, po-
wering the Pelicans to a season-opening
130-108 rout of the Brooklyn Nets on
Wednesday night.

The No. 1 pick in the 2019 draft looked
fully recovered and explosive after being
sidelined with a broken right foot, and his
addition to a roster that made the playoffs
without him could make the Pelicans a ris-
ing team in the Western Conference.

Ben Simmons also returned to action af-
ter a missed season but had the misfortune
of having to cover Williamson for much of
the brief time he was in the game. He
fouled out early in the fourth quarter with
four points, five rebounds and five assists,
taking three shots.

Suns 107, Mavericks 105: Devin Book-
er scored 28 points, Damion Lee made a go-
ahead baseline jumper with 9.7 seconds left
and host Phoenix overcame a 22-point def-
icit to beat Dallas in the season opener for
both teams.

Lee — who signed with the Suns in the
offseason after four seasons with Golden
State — hit the contested 10-foot jumper,
capping a big fourth quarter that included a
pair of three-pointers.

Bulls 116, Heat 108: DeMar DeRozan

scored 28 of his 37 points in the second half,
Ayo Dosunmu added 17 and short-handed
Chicago beat host Miami.

Nikola Vucevic had 15 points and 17 re-
bounds for the Bulls, and Goran Dragic
added 12 off the Chicago bench.

Hawks 117, Rockets 107: Dejounte
Murray had 20 points and five steals to lead
host Atlanta past Houston.

Murray, acquired from San Antonio in
the Hawks’ biggest move of the offseason,
also dished out 11 assists. Trae Young had
23 points and 13 assists, teaming with Mur-
ray to give a glimpse of how a pair of star
point guards can co-exist.

Grizzlies 115, Knicks 112 (OT): Ja Mo-
rant had 34 points and nine assists, and host
Memphis beat New York in overtime.

Santi Aldama had 18 points and 11 re-
bounds for Memphis, and Desmond Bane
finished with 16 points.

Timberwolves 115, Thunder 108: Rudy
Gobert had 23 points and 16 rebounds in his
debut with host Minnesota in a victory over
Oklahoma City.

D’Angelo Russell had 20 points and Ja-
den McDaniels added 19 points for the Tim-
berwolves, who turned a 16-point lead into
a six-point deficit during the third quarter.

Raptors 108, Cavaliers 105: Pascal Sia-
kam had 23 points and 11 rebounds before
fouling out, O.G. Anunoby scored 10 of his
18 points in the fourth quarter and host To-
ronto beat Cleveland.

Gary Trent Jr. scored 19 points, and Scot-
tie Barnes and Fred Van Vleet each had 15
as Toronto outscored Cleveland 32-21 in the
final period.

Pistons 113, Magic 109: Bojan Bogda-

back, Pelicans top Nets

novic scored 24 points in his debut with
host Detroit in a victory over Orlando.

Orlando’s Paolo Banchero, the No. 1
overall pick last summer, had 27 points,
nine rebounds and five assists in his NBA
debut.

Jazz 123, Nuggets 102: Colin Sexton
scored 20 points, Lauri Markkanen added
17 and new-look Utah beat visiting Denver.

New Jazz coach Will Hardy won his first
game with a team that is rebuilding after
trading cornerstones Donovan Mitchell
and Rudy Gobert.

Hornets 129, Spurs 102: Terry Rozier
had 24 points and six teammates scored in
double figures in visiting Charlotte’s win
over San Antonio.

The Spurs opened their SOth season in
San Antonio inauspiciously, losing a season
opener for only the third time under Gregg
Popovich.

Trail Blazers 113, Kings 108: Jerami
Grant converted a three-point play with
50.4 seconds to play to give his team the
lead as visiting Portland spoiled Mike
Brown’s coaching debut in Sacramento.

Grant scored 23 points to lead Portland
and Anfernee Simons added 22. Damian
Lillard scored 20 in his first game back
from an abdominal injury that had side-
lined him since January.

Wizards 114, Pacers 107: Bradley Beal
scored 23 points and Kyle Kuzma added 20
as visiting Washington led wire to wire and
beat rebuilding Indiana.

Kristaps Porzingis had 15 points and 10
rebounds as the Wizards won their second
straight season opener for the first time
since 2004-0S.

Pro Football Hall of Famer, Heisman runner-up Trippi dies

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Pro and Col-
lege Football Hall of Famer
Charley Trippi, a runner-up for
the Heisman Trophy at Georgia
who went on to lead the Cardi-
nals to their most recent NFL
championship in 1947, died
Wednesday. He was 100.

The University of Georgia an-
nounced that Trippi died peace-
fully at his Athens, Ga., home.

Trippi was one of football’s
most versatile players, lining up
at multiple positions on offense,
defense and special teams. He

is the only member of the Pro
Football Hall of Fame to have
1,000 yards rushing, receiving
and passing in his career.

The son of a Pennsylvania
coal miner, Trippi had a simple
explanation for his dazzling ar-
ray of skills.

“In those days, the more
things a player did, the more
pay he could demand,” Trippi
said, according to his bio at the
Pro Football Hall of Fame. “I
could run, kick, pass and catch,
and that made me a valuable

property.”

Trippi played his college foot-
ball at Georgia in the 1940s, his
career interrupted by a stint in
the military during World War
IL

Trippi led the Bulldogs to a
Rose Bowl victory, finished sec-
ond to Glenn Davis for the 1946
Heisman Trophy, and was a No.
1 overall draft pick by the Cardi-
nals, who then called Chicago
home.

He went on to star in the
“Dream Backfield” for the Car-
dinals, leading the franchise to
the 1947 NFL championship.

The team, which moved to St.
Louis in 1960 and then to its cur-
rent home in Arizona in 1988,
has yet to win another title.

“Charley Trippi was one of
the greatest Bulldogs of all
time!” Georgia athletic director
Josh Brooks wrote on Twitter.
“It was an honor to get to know
him! God Bless the Trippi fam-
ily.”

Charles Louis Trippi was
born in Pittston, Pa., just as
America was embarking on a
golden era of sports in the
1920s.
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