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WASHINGTON — Facing criticism that

mandates for coronavirus vaccinations could

force the Defense Department to fire thou-

sands of civilians, contractors and troops, the

Biden administration is signaling that vac-

cine resisters may get more time to comply.

President Joe Biden and administration of-

ficials have previously said Pentagon em-

ployees and contractors have to be vaccinat-

ed or face termination on a series of upcom-

ing deadlines. This has led to fears that thou-

sands of people responsible for national

defense may soon be forced out of their jobs.

Virtually every day, Republican lawmakers

decry what they describe as a national securi-

ty crisis in the offing.

The deadlines for vaccination vary, de-

pending on the type of employee. And they

have not changed. The first of them arrives

this week, on Nov. 2, for active-duty Air Force

personnel, and official service figures show

that some 4% of the active-duty Air Force is

still not fully vaccinated.

Three administration officials in the last

couple of days have described the deadlines

not as the dates when an ax will fall but rather

as the start of an education process designed

to convince those who are resisting vaccina-

tion to reverse course.

Administration officials seem to be strad-

dling a line — sending a strict signal that the

U.S. government will vaccinate its people on

the one hand, while reassuring Americans

that enforcement will not come so hard and

fast as to harm U.S. military readiness or the

broader economy.

“U.S. military leaders are sending a tough

message to the troops to get it done,” said

Mike Hanzel, a civilian attorney who special-

izes in military law. “However, my sense is

that their goal here is not to punish or separate

large numbers of service members, which

could be counterproductive to overall readin-

ess, but rather to encourage compliance. In

practice, while anyone who failed to get their

vaccine is at risk once the deadline passes, I

believe most will still have an opportunity to

get the vaccine and avoid involuntary separa-

tion.”

Under a variety of directives, federal gov-

ernment civilians, contractors and U.S. mili-

tary personnel must all be vaccinated as a

condition of employment or of receiving con-

tracts, except for those exempted for reli-

gious or medical reasons.

The deadlines for people whose work con-

nects them to the Pentagon to get fully vacci-

nated generally fall in November and De-

cember, though Army reservists have until

June of next year to get their shots.

While it is clear that termination of employ-

ment is a possible consequence for those who

do not comply on schedule, how and when the

policy would be enforced is not yet clear.

On Thursday, Stephen Morani, the Penta-

gon’s acting assistant secretary for sustain-

ment, addressing the Nov. 22 deadline for De-

fense Department civilians to be fully vacci-

nated, described the enforcement process as

more pedagogical than punitive.

“There will be escalation in disciplinary ac-

tions that will go through a process,” Morani

said at a House Armed Services Readiness

Subcommittee hearing. “Nobody is going to

be fired on the 22nd. Education is critical in

this space — to educate people about the safe-

ty of it and the risk of not having it.”

The military services have all said that uni-

formed personnel who are documented as

having refused to be vaccinated by the dead-

line may face what is known as separation.

But the services have sent different and

sometimes unclear signals on whether less

strict punishments might be tried before sep-

aration and whether those who miss the dead-

line but comply later will still be punished.

DOD may give vaccine resisters more time
CQ-Roll Call 

WASHINGTON — The U.S.

government set numerous con-

ditions over the years on bil-

lions of dollars in military aid to

Afghanistan’s security forces

but only “rarely” enforced

them, a recent federal audit

found.

Consequently, U.S. officials

lost considerable control over

spending that totaled nearly $89

billion, and Afghan forces that

ultimately fell to the Taliban

might have been less effective,

as a result, than they could have

been, according to the special

inspector general for Afghanis-

tan reconstruction’s previously

unpublicized Oct. 6 report. 

The Afghan forces wilted in

August in the face of a Taliban

offensive that resulted in the fall

of that country’s government.

Since then, Americans have

wondered how Afghan military

units supported by so much U.S.

training and equipment could

have toppled so easily.

The Oct. 6 inspector general

report may provide one clue.

The U.S. military assistance

office in Afghanistan “did not

hold the Afghan National De-

fense and Security Forces

(ANDSF) to account by enforc-

ing the conditions it established

to create a stronger, more pro-

fessional, and self-reliant

ANDSF,” wrote the inspector

general, John Sopko, in a letter

to Defense Secretary Lloyd

Austin and other military lead-

ers that is included in the re-

port.

“DOD will never know if the

ANDSF could have performed

at a higher level in the wake of

the U.S.’s withdrawal had the

department held the ANDSF

accountable for failures, rather

than performing tasks for them

and providing funding regard-

less of actual progress,” Sopko

wrote.

The Oct. 6 report was com-

pleted and circulated for com-

ment inside the Defense De-

partment prior to the fall of Ka-

bul two months ago.

The department did not pro-

vide a response to Sopko then

and did not reply to a request for

comment on Friday.

Despite the fact that the audit

was done prior to the fall of Ka-

bul, the auditors wrote that

their work “provides important

information about the poor per-

formance of the ANDSF in the

months and years before its col-

lapse in August 2021.”

Audit: Lack of Afghan aid accountability led to collapse
CQ-Roll Call 
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WASHINGTON — CO-

VID-19 was probably not a bi-

ological weapon and most U.S.

analysts believe it wasn’t genet-

ically engineered at all, but a

final conclusion on the virus’s

origins is impossible without

cooperation from China, a de-

classified U.S. report says.

The Office of the Director of

National Intelligence released

its long-awaited public findings

on the virus’s origins Friday, a

declassified version of the se-

cret report submitted to Presi-

dent Joe Biden this summer.

The intelligence community

remains divided on where the

outbreak began, but believes

two causes are plausible — that

it spread through animals to

humans, or that it sprang from

an incident at a lab in the city of

Wuhan.

“China’s cooperation most

likely would be needed to reach

a conclusive assessment of the

origins of COVID-19,” accord-

ing to the report. “Beijing, how-

ever, continues to hinder the

global investigation, resist

sharing information, and blame

other countries, including the

United States.”

The report sets out key out-

standing questions, including

information about the earliest

cases of COVID-19, Chinese

hospital occupancy rates and

information on animals present

in a series of Wuhan markets.

The U.S. previously released

declassified highlights of the

same report.

China’s resistance to working

more without other nations and

outside groups to investigate

the virus’s origins reflect its

“uncertainty about where an

investigation could lead as well

as its frustration the interna-

tional community is using the

issue to exert political pressure

on China,” according to the re-

port.

Intel report: Virus origins remain unclear
Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court

has rejected an emergency appeal from

health care workers in Maine to block a

vaccine mandate that went into effect Fri-

day.

Three conservative justices noted their

dissents. The state is not offering a reli-

gious exemption to hospital and nursing

home workers who risk losing their jobs if

they are not vaccinated.

Only New York and Rhode Island also

have vaccine mandates for health care

workers that lack religious exemptions.

Both are the subject of court fights. On Fri-

day, a federal appeals court panel upheld

New York state’s vaccine mandate for

health care workers, rejecting arguments

by lawyers for doctors, nurses and other

professionals that it did not adequately pro-

tect those with religious objections.

As is typical in emergency appeals, the

Supreme Court did not explain its action.

But Justice Neil Gorsuch said in a dissent

for himself and two fellow conservatives

that he would have agreed to the health

care workers’ request.

“Where many other States have adopted

religious exemptions, Maine has charted a

different course,” Gorsuch wrote. “There,

healthcare workers who have served on the

front line of a pandemic for the last 18

months are now being fired and their prac-

tices shuttered. All for adhering to their

constitutionally protected religious beliefs.

Their plight is worthy of our attention.” 

He was joined by Justices Clarence Tho-

mas and Samuel Alito.

Justice Amy Coney Barrett noted in a

short statement agreeing with the court’s

decision not to intervene that the justices

were being asked to “grant extraordinary

relief” in a case that is the first of its kind.

She was joined by a fellow conservative,

Justice Brett Kavanaugh.

The legal team that sued to stop the man-

date vowed to return to the Supreme Court

to press for a full review on the merits:

“This case is far from over,” said Mat Stav-

er, founder and chair of the Liberty Coun-

sel.

Court rejects Maine vaccine mandate appeal
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Food

and Drug Administration on Fri-

day paved the way for children

ages 5 to 11 to get Pfizer’s CO-

VID-19 vaccine.

The FDA cleared kid-size dos-

es — just a third of the amount

given to teens and adults — for

emergency use, and up to 28 mil-

lion more American children

could be eligible for vaccinations

as early as this week. 

One more regulatory hurdle

remains: On Tuesday, advisers

to the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention will make

more detailed recommendations

on which youngsters should get

vaccinated, with a final decision

by the agency’s director expect-

ed shortly afterwards.

“The rationale here is protect

your children so that they can get

back towards normal life,” said

FDA vaccine chief Dr. Peter

Marks. “The tremendous cost of

this pandemic has not just been

in physical illness, it’s been in the

psychological, the social devel-

opment of children” too.

A few countries have begun

using other COVID-19 vaccines

in children under 12, including

China, which just began vaccina-

tions for 3-year-olds. But many

that use the vaccine made by

Pfizer and its partner BioNTech

are watching the U.S. decision,

and European regulators just be-

gan considering the companies’

kid-size doses.

With FDA’s action, Pfizer

plans to begin shipping millions

of vials of the pediatric vaccine —

in orange caps to avoid mix-ups

with the purple-capped doses for

everyone else — to doctors’ offic-

es, pharmacies and other vacci-

nation sites. Once the CDC issues

its ruling, eligible kids will get

two shots, three weeks apart.

While children are at lower

risk of severe illness or death

from COVID-19 than older peo-

ple, 5- to 11-year-olds still have

been seriously affected — in-

cluding over 8,300 hospitaliza-

tions, about a third requiring in-

tensive care. The FDA said 146

deaths have been reported in

that age group. And with the del-

ta variant circulating, the gov-

ernment has counted more than

2,000 coronavirus-related school

closings just since the start of the

school year, affecting more than

a million children.

FDA clears kid-size doses of COVID vaccine for emergency use
Associated Press 
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WASHINGTON — It’s big. It’s

messy. And it’s very politically

complicated. That’s President

Joe Biden’s sweeping domestic

policy package as Democratic

leaders in Congress try to muscle

it into law.

Fallout was brutal Friday after

Biden’s announcement of a $1.75

trillion framework, chiseled back

from an initial $3.5 trillion plan,

still failed to produce ironclad

support from two key holdout

senators — West Virginia’s Joe

Manchin and Arizonan Kyrsten

Sinema. 

On Capitol Hill, Congress ad-

journed the night before with fin-

gers pointed, tempers hot and so

much at stake for the president

and his party. 

Yet a formal nod of endorse-

ment of Biden’s plan from the

party’s Congressional Progres-

sive Caucus late Thursday

moved the president one step

closer to the support needed for

passage in the House. Deter-

mined to wrap it up, the House

will try this week to pass Biden’s

big bill, along with a companion

$1 trillion bipartisan infrastruc-

ture package.

“It’s only 90% done,” said Rep.

Joyce Beatty, D-Ohio, the chair

of the Congressional Black Cau-

cus. “So you got to get through the

complicated — the last 10%, as

you know, is always the most dif-

ficult.”

The fast-moving — then slow-

crawling — state-of-play in Con-

gress puts the president and his

party at significant political risk. 

Biden’s slipping approval rat-

ing and the party’s own hold on

Congress are at stake with the

2022 midterm election cam-

paigns soon underway. 

Democrats are struggling in

upcoming governor’s races in

Virginia and New Jersey, where

safe victories might have been

expected.

“It’s sort of stunning to me that

we’re in this place,” exasperated

Stephanie Murphy, D-Fla., told

reporters late Thursday as the

House adjourned.

Lawmakers were expected to

spend the weekend negotiating

final details on text that’s swell-

ing beyond 1,600 pages.

Congress still struggling to pass bill
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When Republican

Rep. Bill Posey of Florida ended an Oct. 21

House floor speech with a fist pump and the

phrase “Let’s go, Brandon!” it may have

seemed cryptic and weird to many who

were listening. But the phrase was already

growing in right-wing circles, and now the

seemingly upbeat sentiment — actually a

stand-in for swearing at Joe Biden — is ev-

erywhere.

South Carolina Republican Jeff Duncan

wore a “Let’s Go Brandon” face mask at the

Capitol earlier this month. Texas Sen. Ted

Cruz posed with a “Let’s Go Brandon” sign

at the World Series. Sen. Mitch McConnell’s

press secretary retweeted a photo of the

phrase on a construction sign in Virginia. 

The line has become conservative code

for something far more vulgar: “F—- Joe Bi-

den.” It’s all the rage among Republicans

wanting to prove their conservative creden-

tials, a not-so-secret handshake that signals

they’re in sync with the party’s base.

Americans are accustomed to their lead-

ers being publicly jeered, and former Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s often-coarse lan-

guage seemed to expand the boundaries of

what counts as normal political speech. 

But how did Republicans settle on the

Brandon phrase as a G-rated substitute for

its more vulgar three-word cousin?

It started at an Oct. 2 NASCAR race at the

Talladega Superspeedway in Alabama.

Brandon Brown, a 28-year-old driver, had

won his first Xfinity Series and was being

interviewed by an NBC Sports reporter.

The crowd behind him was chanting some-

thing at first difficult to make out. The re-

porter suggested they were chanting “Let’s

go, Brandon” to cheer the driver. But it be-

came increasingly clear they were saying:

“F—- Joe Biden.”

NASCAR and NBC have since taken steps

to limit “ambient crowd noise” during inter-

views, but it was too late — the phrase al-

ready had taken off. 

Trump hasn’t missed the moment. His

Save America PAC now sells a $45 T-shirt

featuring “Let’s go Brandon” above an

American flag. One message to supporters

reads, “#FJB or LET’S GO BRANDON? Ei-

ther way, President Trump wants YOU to

have our ICONIC new shirt.”

‘Let’s Go Brandon’ became code for insulting Biden
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Republican Rep.

Adam Kinzinger of Illinois, a critic of Donald

Trump’s who is on the panel investigating

the deadly Jan. 6 Capitol attack by the for-

mer president’s supporters, announced Fri-

day that he will not seek reelection next year.

The military veteran, who has represent-

ed his northern Illinois congressional dis-

trict since 2013, was one of 10 House Repub-

licans who voted to impeach Trump on a

charge of inciting the riot at the Capitol.

Kinzinger joins GOP Rep. Anthony Gonza-

lez of Ohio as one of the 10 who have decided

to bow out of Congress.

The Illinois Republican announced his

decision in a video, saying the “time is now”

to move on. “My disappointment in the lead-

ers that don’t lead is huge,” he said.

Kinzinger, 43, hinted at other political

plans, saying: “I cannot focus on both a re-

election to Congress and a broader fight na-

tionwide. I want to make it clear — this isn’t

the end of my political future, but the begin-

ning.” He also noted that he got married re-

cently and that he and his wife are expecting

a baby boy in January.

The announcement came hours after

Democrats in Illinois approved new con-

gressional district maps that put Kinzinger

in the same district as GOP Rep. Darin La-

Hood, a strong supporter of Trump’s who

said Friday he plans to seek reelection. The

former president’s influence remains

strong on GOP voters, and Kinzinger’s crit-

icisms of Trump would have been difficult to

overcome in a primary for a district drawn to

be heavily Republican.

Trump crowed in response: “2 down, 8 to

go!” 

Kinzinger has been increasingly critical

of his own party since Jan. 6, when a mob of

Trump supporters stormed the Capitol in a

bid to stop Joe Biden from becoming presi-

dent. 

GOP Rep. Kinzinger won’t seek reelection
Associated Press 
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ROME — As Iran’s nuclear program

makes troubling advances, President Joe

Biden huddled Saturday with European al-

lies to talk through strategy as they press

for a diplomatic resolution — and to plan

for the possibility Iran declines to return to

the negotiating table.

The meeting with the leaders of Germa-

ny, France, and Britain — known as the E3

— comes at a pivotal time, as Iran continues

to enrich uranium to near-weapons-grade

levels. Biden is trying to revive the 2015 nu-

clear deal and bring Iran back into compli-

ance with the pact that would have kept the

Islamic republic at least one year away

from the potential to field a nuclear weap-

on.

Biden and Germany’s Angela Merkel,

France’s Emmanuel Macron and Britain’s

Boris Johnson posed for a group photo be-

fore they went behind closed doors for their

consultations. 

U.S. national security adviser Jake Sulli-

van said the meeting would feature the

leaders “all singing from the same song

sheet on this issue.”

He called it a “study in contrast with the

previous administration since Iran was one

of the areas of most profound divergence

between the previous administration and

the Europeans.”

The U.N.’s atomic watchdog has said

Iran is increasingly in violation of the deal,

known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of

Action. President Donald Trump withdrew

the U.S. from the 2015 nuclear deal and the

U.S. has participated indirectly in talks

aimed at bringing both Washington and

Tehran back into compliance. Those Vien-

na talks have been on hiatus since June,

when Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi

took power. 

Britain, France, Germany, Russia, China

and the European Union remain part of the

deal.

The meeting took place while the leaders

are in Rome for the Group of 20 summit,

the first stop on Biden’s five-day foreign

trip. He’s also going to a U.N. climate con-

ference in Scotland. 

Biden, European allies discuss Iran strategy
Associated Press 

Arun-of-the-mill fall storm system was to

bring some not-so-routine flooding to leng-

thy stretches of the Mid-Atlantic on Friday

into the weekend, with moderate to major

coastal flooding forcing some streets to close

and businesses to shutter while threatening

homes and property.

The anticipated flooding could be the

worst since Hurricane Isabel walloped the

Mid-Atlantic in some spots, thanks to the

combination of onshore flow, astronomical-

ly high “king tides” and the gradually ac-

crued effects of rising seas spurred by hu-

man-induced climate change.

Coastal flood warnings span the Virginia

Tidewater region north to central New Jer-

sey, including the Delmarva Peninsula and

the shores of the Chesapeake Bay. The flood-

ing will be notable both for its unusual inten-

sity and particularly long duration, with

concern lasting through at least Sunday

morning before the elevated waters at last

recede.

The instigating storm system was wrap-

ping an arc of intense downpours and em-

bedded thunderstorms up the Eastern Sea-

board as the low pressure center remains to

the west. That places the entire East Coast

on the warm side of the system, which will

bring southerly or southeasterly winds, an

onshore flow and gusts topping 50 mph near

the shoreline, and 30 to 40 mph inland.

Ageneral 1 to 1.5 inches of rainfall is likely

in most spots too, with a few localized totals

closing in on two inches.

The storm system will slowly fade this

weekend as it treks north over the northern

Appalachians, but continued easterly winds

will maintain coastal flood issues through

early Sunday. The storm could even bring

the highest water levels ever observed in

Delaware Bay, beating out any flood events

tied to past hurricanes or winter storms. It’s

an important reminder that storms can be

problematic even if they don’t have a name

or fit neatly into a categorical box.

The National Weather Service was fore-

casting water levels on Delaware Bay at

Reedy Point to crest at 9.5 feet on Friday

evening, corresponding to major flood

stage. The value corresponds to anticipated

water levels above the “mean lower low wa-

ter” datum, or the average lowest low tide

mark over a nineteen-year window.

That would be about three inches above its

previous crest at 9.24 feet on April 16, 2011. 

East Coast storm system brings coastal flooding
The Washington Post 

SAN DIEGO — Endangered California

condors can have “’virgin births,” according

to a study released Thursday.

Researchers with the San Diego Zoo Wild-

life Alliance said genetic testing confirmed

that two male chicks hatched in 2001 and

2009 from unfertilized eggs were related to

their mothers. Neither was related to a male.

The study was published Thursday in the

Journal of Heredity. It’s the first report of

asexual reproduction in California condors,

although parthenogenesis can occur in other

species ranging from sharks to honey bees to

Komodo dragons.

But in birds, it usually only occurs when fe-

males don’t have access to males. In this case,

each mother condor had previously bred

with males, producing 34 chicks, and each

was housed with a fertile male at the time

they produced the eggs through parthenoge-

nesis.

The researchers said they believe it is the

first case of asexual reproduction in any

avian species where the female had access to

a mate. 

“These findings now raise questions about

whether this might occur undetected in other

species,” said Oliver Ryder, the study’s co-

author and director of conservation genetics

for the San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance.

The non-profit alliance runs the San Diego

Zoo and Safari Park and has been involved in

a California condor breeding program that

helped bring the giant vultures back from

near-extinction.

With 10-foot wingspans, California condors

are the largest flying birds in North America.

They once ranged throughout the West

Coast. But only 22 survived in the 1980s when

the U.S. government captured them and

placed them in zoos for captive breeding.

About 160 were bred at the San Diego Zoo and

Safari Park.

There are now more than 500 California

condors, including more than 300 that have

been released into the wild in California, Ari-

zona, Utah and Mexico. 

Study: California condors capable of ‘virgin births’
Associated Press 
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Wife told spouse he had
disease, stole from him

CT
WEST HAVEN — A

Connecticut woman

has been charged with larceny

after police say she stole nearly

$600,000 from her husband and

convinced him he had Alzheim-

er’s disease in an attempt to

hide her actions.

Police said the woman, 63,

forged documents over nearly

20 years in order to steal her

husband’s pension checks, So-

cial Security checks, worker’s

compensation settlements and

other funds and put the money

in a secret bank account. 

She obtained power of attor-

ney for her husband by having a

friend, who is a notary public,

sign the legal document when

her husband was not present,

police said. 

Police said the woman told in-

vestigators she hid the theft for

years in part by convincing her

husband that he had Alzheim-

er’s, believing it would dissuade

him from questioning the finan-

cial irregularities.

The husband, who has filed

for divorce, went to the author-

ities in March 2020 to report the

suspected fraud, police said. 

Women gets $25K in
discrimination case 

NC
WINSTON-SALEM

—A woman who was

fired after asking to bring an ox-

ygen tank to work to help her

breathe will get $25,000 in a fed-

eral settlement.

TriMark Foodcraft also

agreed to train its staff on what

qualifies as a reasonable ac-

commodation under the Amer-

icans with Disabilities Act as

part of a consent decree, the

U.S. Equal Employment Oppor-

tunity Commission said.

Jean S. Perry worked as an

accounting clerk for TriMark’s

distribution facility in Winston-

Salem through a temporary

placement agency, the EEOC’s

lawsuit said. In December 2018,

she was admitted to a hospital

for breathing problems related

to a disability. When she tried to

return to work and asked to

bring a personal oxygen device

with her, she was fired. 

Hundreds flee airport
after gun report 

CA
LOS ANGELES — A

report of a person

with a gun led to the evacuation

of a terminal at Los Angeles In-

ternational Airport and flight

delays as authorities grounded

all air traffic, authorities con-

firmed.

Police did not find weapons

and no shots were fired, officials

said. Airport police detained

two people “for further investi-

gation,” officials said.

Two people suffered “minor

to moderate injuries” while

fleeing, officials said. One of the

people was taken to a hospital

for further treatment.

No charges after money
returned with apology

MI
PONTIAC — A wom-

an whose purse was

stolen at a grocery store has opt-

ed not to press charges after the

culprit returned money swiped

from the purse and apologized,

police said.

The 80-year-old woman’s

purse was recently stolen from

a Kroger in Oakland County’s

Independence Township, after

she left it on a window ledge

while waiting for her daughter,

who she was visiting.

Surveillance footage showed

a woman entering the store’s

bathroom with the purse and

leaving without it. Store em-

ployees found it in the bath-

room, but $100 was missing, the

Detroit Free Press reported. 

After several tips from the

public were called into police

identifying the thief, police said

the woman, 63, who had taken

the money returned the cash

and wrote an apology.

Stolen Elvis Presley
bust returned to bar

IL
WEST PEORIA — The

King of Rock ’n’ Roll is

back in the building. An Elvis

Presley bust that was swiped

from a central Illinois bar has

been returned after the story of

its theft attracted international

attention.

Employees at Jimmy’s Bar

found the missing bust sitting on

a porch outside the West Peoria

saloon less than a week after the

theft was discovered, the Peoria

Journal Star reported. 

“He’s back!” pub owner Jim-

my Spears said, attributing the

bust’s return to the widespread

attention its theft had attracted.

The bar’s Facebook page had

made an appeal for its return:

“No questions asked.”

Spears, the bar’s owner for 39

years, said his niece bought the

bust about 15 years ago at a ga-

rage sale for $20, and it soon be-

came the business’ mascot.

Grand jury indicts 16
for biker club crimes

IN
HAMMOND — A fed-

eral grand jury has in-

dicted 16 men mostly from

Northwest Indiana on charges

they committed murder, rob-

bery and drug dealing for Ga-

ry’s Sin City Deciples motorcy-

cle club.

The 57-page indictment al-

leges Sin City members and as-

sociates have operated a racke-

teering conspiracy since 2009 to

traffic drugs and illegal fire-

arms and terrorize rival motor-

cycle organizations.

Their crimes include a mur-

der-for-hire, trafficking of co-

caine, heroin and marijuana

and extorting money from car

and motorcycle club members

in northern Indiana, The

(Northwest Indiana) Times re-

ported. The members allegedly

made money with drug and fire-

arms sales and by forcing other

clubs to pay them dues.

More than 14K cards
mistakenly deactivated 

MS
JACKSON — More

than 14,000 low-in-

come children in Mississippi

had their pandemic food cards

mistakenly deactivated,

prompting an apology from

state officials and a promise that

new cards would be mailed to

their families within days.

Children with an apostrophe

in their first or last names all

had their cards deactivated by a

processing partner, the Missis-

sippi Department of Human

Services said in a news release.

It said that department and the

Mississippi Department of Edu-

cation were notified of the error.

The cards provide federal as-

sistance to families of children

who qualify for free or reduced-

price meals at school.

The agency said replacement

cards have been issued . 

— From Associated Press
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ATLANTA — Ian Anderson

had pitched five no-hit innings

when Brian Snitker walked up

to the 23-year-old and said,

“That’s it.”

“Are you sure? Are you

sure?” the rookie right-hander

asked.

“I’m going with my gut right

here,” the manager said. 

On a night that showed how

much baseball has evolved in

the Analytics Age, Anderson

and the Braves’ bullpen took a

no-hit bid into the eighth inning,

Austin Riley and Travis d’Ar-

naud drove in runs and Atlanta

beat the Houston Astros 2-0 on

Friday to grab a 2-1 World Se-

ries lead.

Pinch-hitter Aledmys Díaz

blooped a single leading off the

eighth against Tyler Matzek

that dropped in front of Eddie

Rosario, just 232 feet from

home plate, for Houston’s first

hit as the left fielder pulled up

to avoid colliding with shortstop

Dansby Swanson.

Alex Bregman grounded a

single through the wide-open

right side of a shifted infield

leading off the ninth against

Will Smith, who remained per-

fect in five save chances this

postseason.

Anderson threw 76 pitches,

and A.J. Minter, Luke Jackson,

Matzek and Smith combined

for the last 57 of the 18th two-hit

shutout in Series history.

“Obviously you want the

chance to compete, especially

on the biggest stage like this is,”

Anderson said. “But, yeah, I

knew he wasn’t going to

budge.”

Snitker didn’t consider giving

Anderson a chance to join the

Yankees’ Don Larsen, whose

perfect game in 1956 is the only

Series no-hitter.

“He wasn’t going to pitch a

nine-inning no-hitter,” Snitker

said. “He wasn’t going to have

pitches to do that.”

Anderson struck out four and

walked three, throwing just 39

of 76 pitches for strikes.

“He was effectively wild,”

Astros manager Dusty Baker

said. “Our guys never could ze-

ro in on the strikes.”

Anderson is 4-0 in his post-

season career with a 1.26 ERA.

“He’s turned into an absolute

animal, a beast in the playoffs,”

Matzek said.

Complete games are near ex-

tinction. The closest Anderson

came to a no-hitter in the mi-

nors was on June 28, 2019, when

he was pulled after seven in-

nings and 102 pitches for Dou-

ble-A Mississippi against Jack-

son, and teammate Jeremy

Walker finished with hitless re-

lief.

“Luke Jackson didn’t know.

Minter didn’t know,” Matzek

said of the no-hit bid. “After I

got done with my inning, they

went up and said: ‘Hey, did you

know you gave up the first hit?’

And I said, ‘Yeah, I did know. I

paid attention.’ ”

Of the 60 previous times the

Series was tied 1-1, the Game 3

winner went on to win 39 times

— including six of the last nine.

Riley hit an RBI double in the

third on a cutter from rookie

Luis Garcia after Freddie Free-

man singled, and d’Arnaud add-

ed his second Series homer in

the eighth, a 437-foot drive off

Kendall Graveman that was

d’Arnaud’s first long ball at

home since September 2020.

Atlanta, which stranded nine

runners, improved to 6-0 this

postseason at Truist Park,

which opened in 2017 and

where it has won 11 of its last 12

games. The Braves stopped a

five-game home World Series

losing streak.

Houston, the top-hitting team

in the majors during the season

with a .267 average, was limited

to seven baserunners.

Díaz’s hit ended the longest

no-hit bid in the Series since

Game 2 in 1967. Boston ace Jim

Lonborg pitched a one-hitter

and allowed a two-out double in

the eighth to St. Louis’ Julian

Javier.

Pinch-runner Jose Siri stole

second with two outs in the

eighth and went to third when

d’Arnaud’s throw skipped into

center field for an error, but Siri

was stranded when Michael

Brantley popped out against

Matzek.

Home cooking
In the Series for the first time

since 1999, the Braves won at

home for the first time since the

sixth and final game of the 1995

World Series against Cleveland.

Hammerin’ Hank
Major League Baseball held a

pregame tribute to Hank Aa-

ron, the former Braves star and

executive who died in January.

Hank Aaron Jr. threw the cere-

monial first pitch, accompanied

by mother Billye Aaron and sib-

lings Gaile and Dorinda.

Braves blank Astros, take 2-1 Series lead
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — The loudest

noise when Jose Altuve, Carlos

Correa and Alex Bregman

stepped to the plate came from

the crowd, not their bats.

Greeted by chants of “Chea-

ter!” all night, the Astros stars

went almost silent in Game 3 of

the World Series.

Forget any worries that

Houston’s lineup would be de-

pleted without a designated hit-

ter in the National League park.

The greater concern for the As-

tros: When will their big hitters

break loose?

Because the sight of Altuve

flipping his bat after yet anoth-

er strikeout clearly wasn’t part

of this postseason plan.

Held hitless until the eighth

inning, Houston finished with

two mere singles Friday night

in a 2-0 loss to the Atlanta

Braves and fell behind two

games to one.

“I think we didn’t swing it for

one game. I think we flush it

and move on to the next day

and have a short memory. You

have to in this game,” Bregman

said.

Through much of the lumber

slumber, the most skill Houston

showed with a bat was a bizarre

yet heads-up bunt by Bregman.

Bregman was standing on the

top step of the dugout in the

sixth when Altuve grounded a

foul that was about to hop into

the bench. As some Astros be-

gan to duck out of the way,

Bregman alertly bunted the

eye-high ball harmlessly back

onto the dirt.

As for the lack of hits that

counted, maybe the weather

was to blame — temperatures

in the 40s, misty and windy,

causing frosty breaths on the

field.

More likely, it was the

matchup — not a single Hous-

ton hitter in the lineup had ever

faced Braves starter Ian An-

derson.

“Like I told you a couple days

ago, when you haven’t faced a

guy, the nod goes to him for a

while. He was effectively wild,”

Astros manager Dusty Baker

said.

Good enough to shut down

the top-hitting team in the ma-

jors this year.

Altuve, whose home run and

double sparked a 7-2 win in

Game 2, dropped to 2-for-13 in

the series with six strikeouts.

Correa is stuck at 1-for-10, and

Bregman is mired at 1-for-9.

Yordan Alvarez, who pound-

ed Boston pitching in becoming

MVP of the AL Championship

Series, is struggling at 1-for-8.

Falling stars: Astros’ big hitters stuck in neutral
Associated Press 
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LOS ANGELES — Just a handful of

games into their first NBA season as team-

mates, LeBron James and Carmelo Anthony

sometimes already look like they’ve been

playing together for their entire careers.

These 19-year veterans still have plenty to

give to each other and to the Los Angeles

Lakers, who rolled to their first comfortable

win of the season behind their veteran lead-

ers.

James scored 26 points, Anthony added

24 while hitting six 3-pointers, and the Lak-

ers snapped the Cleveland Cavaliers’ three-

game winning streak with a 113-101 victory

Friday night.

James and Anthony took control down the

stretch of the Lakers’ third win in four

games, with Anthony hitting three 3-point-

ers to the increasingly raucous cheers of his

new fans at Staples Center. James missed

nine of his 10 three-point attempts, but had

eight assists against his former team in his

return from a two-game absence with a sore

right ankle.

Anthony is “a threat,” according to James,

who improved to 16-1 in his career against

the Cavaliers.

“He’s a sniper,” James added. “One of

those guys that doesn’t need much air space

to get it off because it’s a quick trigger. He

creates so much space for Russ and myself

and A.D. to work our pick-and-roll magic.”

Anthony has led the Lakers’ bench in scor-

ing in five of his six games with his new

team.

Russell Westbrook had 19 points and An-

thony Davis added 15 for the Lakers, who

showed signs of emerging from their rocky

start to the season. Their markedly im-

proved defensive effort in the second half

led to the offense’s success.

“I think we’ve been doing a solid job,”

Westbrook said. “Everybody on the outside

looking in wants things to click immediately,

but that’s not realistic. ... We’ll keep our swag

up, keep our spirits high regardless of what’s

happening.”

Rookie Evan Mobley scored 23 points and

Darius Garland had 18 points and 11 assists

in the third stop on Cleveland’s five-game

road trip.

Nets 105,  Pacers  98: LaMarcus Al-

dridge scored 17 of his 21 points in the sec-

ond half, reaching 20,000 for his career, in

host Brooklyn’s victory over Indiana.

James Harden broke out of an early sea-

son slump with 29 points, and Kevin Durant

added 22 to help the Nets improve to 3-3.

Aldridge became the 48th player in NBA

history and the seventh active player to

score 20,000 points.

Indiana dropped to 1-5 overall and 0-4 on

the road despite 28 points from Torrey

Craig. Chris Duarte added 19, and Doman-

tas Sabonis had 16.

Heat 114, Hornets 99: Jimmy Butler

scored 32 points, Bam Adebayo had 26

points and 19 rebounds on the night his

Olympic gold-medalist banner was un-

veiled and host Miami held off Charlotte.

Tyler Herro scored 26 points off the bench

for Miami, which wasted most of a 26-point

first-half lead. The Heat were 19-for-19 from

the foul line for the second time this season

and outrebounded Charlotte 60-37.

Gordon Hayward scored 23 points for

Charlotte, and Miles Bridges had 22.

Kings 113, Pelicans 109: De’Aaron Fox

scored 23 points, Richaun Holmes added 21

and Sacramento beat New Orleans to im-

prove to 3-0 on the road.

Harrison Barnes had 18 points and 12 re-

bounds, and Buddy Hield scored 20 points

for Sacramento. The Kings are 0-2 at home.

Jonas Valanciunas had 24 points and 13

rebounds for the Pelicans.

Trail Blazers 111, Clippers 92: Damian

Lillard scored 25 points and host Portland

snapped a seven-game losing streak against

Los Angeles.

Jusuf Nurkic added 14 points and 17 re-

bounds for the Blazers.

Los Angeles’ Paul George had 42 points,

six shy of his career high.

Nuggets 106, Mavericks 75: Nikola

Jokic had 11 points and 16 rebounds on a

bruised right knee, Will Barton added 17

points and host Denver routed Dallas.

Jokic was a game-time decision after

hurting his knee Tuesday night in Utah. 

Luka Doncic scored 16 points for Dallas.

The Mavericks beat San Antonio at home

Thursday night.

Raptors 110, Magic 109: Fred VanV-

leet scored 16 of his 19 points in the fourth

quarter, Scottie Barnes had 21 points and

host Toronto beat Orlando.

Gary Trent Jr. added 19 points and made a

crucial defensive play on the final posses-

sion.

Cole Anthony shot 5-for-6 from three-

point range and scored 24 points for Orlan-

do. Jalen Suggs added 21.

James, Anthony power
Lakers past Cavaliers

Associated Press 

TULSA, Okla. — Tai Lavatai scored a

game-winning touchdown from the 1-yard

line in the fourth quarter and Navy defeat-

ed Tulsa 20-17 on Friday night.

Lavatai was 0-for-3 passing but gained a

career-high 64 yards on the ground, giving

him 242 rushing yards and five touch-

downs in six starts. The Midshipmen

gained 302 yards rushing, zero passing.

The 15-play, eight-minute drive in Na-

vy’s (2-6, 2-4 American Athletic Confer-

ence) come-from-behind win foiled a big

night by Tulsa’s Anthony Watkins, who

scored the Golden Hurricanes’ first kick-

off return for a touchdown in nearly a

decade and compiled 178 yards in total

offense.

The win was Navy’s first on the road

this season and broke a three-game losing

streak. 

Watkins scored a 97-yard kickoff return

to open the second half as Tulsa (3-5, 2-2)

took a 10-3 lead. The last Golden Hurri-

cane with a kickoff return for a TD was

Trey Watts, 95-yards against Marshall on

Oct. 6, 2012.

Late in the first half, Zack Long kicked a

26-yard field goal for a 3-0 lead as Tulsa

salvaged points from a five-play drive that

began with a Watkins season-long 78-yard

rush to the Navy 7-yard line.

Watkins spun away from a tackler at the

line of scrimmage and bolted straight

downfield before he was caught. Watkins

had 81 yards rushing on five carries.

Bijan Nichols evened the score with a

29-yard field goal for Navy with three sec-

onds left in the first half.

After the Watkins kickoff return, Navy

scored after two long drives to tie and take

the lead. Nichols added a 46-yard field

goal for insurance.

Davis Brin, who completed 13 of 23 pas-

ses for 165 yards, connected with Ezra

Naylor II on a 2-yard touchdown pass,

pulling Tulsa to within 20-17 with 2:21 to

play.

Navy recovered the onside kick and ran

out the clock.

Navy ends
skid, holds
off Tulsa

Associated Press
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DETROIT — Aleksander

Barkov scored in overtime and

the Florida Panthers — playing

a day after coach Joe Quenne-

ville resigned amid a sex scan-

dal — beat Detroit 3-2 on Friday

to run their season-opening

winning streak to eight. 

Quenneville, the second-win-

ningest coach in NHL history,

resigned Thursday, two days af-

ter being among those implicat-

ed for not responding swiftly to

allegations by former Chicago

player Kyle Beach of being sex-

ually assaulted by then-Black-

hawks assistant Brad Aldrich

during the 2010 Stanley Cup

playoffs.

Andrew Brunette, an assist-

ant under Quenneville, directed

the Panthers as interim coach.

Barkov scored twice, Eetu

Luostarinen had a goal and Ser-

gei Bobrovsky made 28 saves to

help the Panthers move within

two of the NHL record for con-

secutive victories to start a sea-

son, set by Toronto in 1993-94

and matched by Buffalo in 2006-

07.

Hurricanes 6, Blackhawks 3:

Antti Raanta made 23 saves and

was a winner in his Carolina de-

but as his team scored four goals

in the first period and added to

the best start in franchise histo-

ry by beating visiting Chicago.

Tony DeAngelo, Jordan Staal,

Derek Stepan, Jesperi Kotka-

niemi, Sebastian Aho and An-

drei Svechnikov scored as Car-

olina scored four goals on 18

shots in the first period and im-

proved to 7-0-0. DeAngelo and

Vincent Trocheck each had two

assists.

Brandon Hagel, Adam Gau-

dette and Alex DeBrincat

scored for the Blackhawks (0-

6-2). Kevin Lankinen stopped

29 shots.

Rangers 4, Blue Jackets 0:

Chris Kreider scored two pow-

er-play goals, Igor Shesterkin

stopped 31 shots for his third ca-

reer shutout and first this sea-

son, and New York beat Colum-

bus for its first home win of the

season.

Ryan Strome and Alexis La-

frenière also scored, and Adam

Fox and Artemi Panarin each

had three assists to help New

York get its fifth win in six

games. Shesterkin had 12 saves

in the first period, seven in the

second and 12 in the third to im-

prove to 4-1-1 with a 1.81 goals-

against average.

Elvis Merzlikins made 33

saves for Columbus, which lost

for the third time in five games

and fell to 0-2-0 on the road.

Capitals 2, Coyotes 0: John

Carlson scored a long-awaited

power-play goal, Alex Ovechkin

added an empty-netter and host

Washington handed Arizona its

eighth consecutive loss to start

the season.

Carlson’s goal with 7:58 left in

the third period was Washing-

ton’s third in 25 opportunities on

the power play dating to open-

ing night. The Capitals came up

empty on their first five power-

play chances against Arizona

before breaking through.

Arizona’s Karel Vejmelka fin-

ished with 30 saves, including a

few notable stops at even

strength to give Arizona a

puncher’s chance at its first vic-

tory of the season.

Golden Knights 5, Ducks 4

(SO): Nic Roy and Evgenii Da-

donov scored in the shootout

and host Vegas beat Anaheim.

The Golden Knights survived

a scare after Anaheim erased a

three-goal deficit in the second

half of the third period to force

overtime. It was Vegas’ third

straight win.

Reilly Smith, Nic Hague,

Chandler Stephenson and Wil-

liam Carrier scored in regula-

tion for the Golden Knights,

who have won 18 of their 21 all-

time meetings against Ana-

heim. The 18 victories are the

most the Golden Knights have

against any opponent. 

Senators 4, Stars 1: Josh

Norris score two goals in his

U.S. NHL debut, and visiting Ot-

tawa snapped a three-game skid

with a win over Dallas.

Brady Tkachuk and Connor

Brown also scored for Ottawa.

Filip Gustavsson made 35 saves

in his 12th NHL game.

Joe Pavelski scored in the

second period for Dallas. Bra-

den Holtby had 20 saves for the

Stars.

Panthers top Flames, extend winning streak to 8
Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Chicago Black-

hawks owner Rocky Wirtz

wants the Hockey Hall of Fame

to cover the name of an assistant

coach engraved on the Stanley

Cup after the assistant was ac-

cused of sexually assaulting a

player during the team’s run to

the 2010 championship.

In a letter addressed to Hall of

Fame chairman Lanny McDo-

nald, dated Thursday, Wirtz

writes that Brad Aldrich’s con-

duct disqualifies him from be-

ing included on the Cup, and the

team made a mistake by sub-

mitting his name.

“I am humbly requesting that

the Hockey Hall of Fame con-

sider ‘x-ing’ out his name on the

Stanley Cup,” Wirtz wrote.

“While nothing can undo what

he did, leaving his name on the

most prestigious trophy in

sports seems profoundly

wrong.”

The Hall of Fame cannot re-

move a name from the Stanley

Cup, but it can decide to en-

grave a series of X’s to cover it

up. In his letter, Wirtz pointed to

the case of Basil Pocklington,

the father of the former Edmon-

ton owner who had his name en-

graved on the trophy after the

Oilers won the 1984 title, but

then was covered at the NHL’s

request because Basil Pockling-

ton had nothing to do with the

team.

“That decision, among others,

reflects the Cup’s storied histo-

ry of engraving mistakes, mis-

spellings and errors that have

ended up enshrined in silver, or

been corrected after the fact,”

Wirtz writes.

McDonald spoke with NHL

Commissioner Gary Bettman

and Deputy Commissioner Bill

Daly on Friday about Wirtz’s

letter, according to a statement

from the Hall.

“The parties agree that this

request is appropriate and that

they will have further dialogue,

including with the Stanley Cup

trustees, on how best to effectu-

ate this request,” the statement

read.

Wirtz and the Blackhawks are

picking up the pieces of the

franchise’s shattered reputa-

tion after it released a report

Tuesday detailing how the

team’s senior leaders badly

mishandled the allegations

against Aldrich more than a

decade ago.

The independent review by a

law firm was commissioned by

the team in response to two law-

suits filed against the franchise:

one by former first-round pick

Kyle Beach alleging sexual as-

sault by Aldrich in 2010, and an-

other filed by a former high

school student whom Aldrich

was convicted of assaulting in

Michigan.

Florida Panthers coach Joel

Quenneville met with Bettman

on Thursday and then resigned.

Winnipeg Jets general manager

Kevin Cheveldayoff talked to

Bettman on Friday, and the

league announced that Chevel-

dayoff would not be disciplined.

Quenneville and Chevel-

dayoff were with the Black-

hawks when Beach’s accusa-

tions were first reported to team

leadership. Aldrich has told in-

vestigators the encounter was

consensual.

Blackhawks: Cover assistant’s name on Cup
Associated Press 
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