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A Navy appeals court upheld

the conviction of a Marine lance

corporal who filmed female sail-

ors showering aboard the USS

Arlington, then tossed his cam-

era overboard when he was dis-

covered. 

A three-judge panel of the Na-

vy-Marine Corps Court of Crim-

inal Appeals unanimously af-

firmed Lance Cpl. Steven L.

Smith’s conviction of obstruc-

tion of justice earlier this month.

His sentence of four months in

jail, reduction of rank to private

and a bad-conduct discharge

was also upheld. 

The panel rejected his argu-

ment that the judge who accept-

ed his guilty plea had erred be-

cause Smith was only “conceal-

ing his offenses” not obstructing

justice when he disposed of his

property.

Over three months in early

2019, he repeatedly mounted his

GoPro camera on a selfie stick

and inserted it through a hole in

the wall between his barracks

room and the women’s bath-

room. 

He recorded one woman dry-

ing off after a shower and

showed the images to two fellow

Marines.

Eventually, a female Marine

who spotted the camera called it

out, according to court docu-

ments. Smith returned to his

rack, removed the memory card

and snapped it in half, then

threw the GoPro and its accesso-

ries overboard, the documents

said.

Smith said he got rid of the evi-

dence because he thought there

would be a probe, court records

state. An investigation was al-

ready underway when Smith re-

turned to his quarters, and he

confessed, according to court

documents.

But in his appeal, he said he

didn’t have enough reason to

think an investigation would en-

sue because it was anyone’s

guess whether the woman who

had caught the intrusion would

report it. 

Without an impending inves-

tigation, his disposal of the cam-

era and memory card was mere-

ly concealing evidence, he ar-

gued. In the appeal, Smith said

the military judge should have

inquired further into this issue.

The appellate court respon-

ded that whether destruction of

evidence constitutes obstruction

of justice as opposed to mere

concealment of an offense re-

quires case-by-case considera-

tion of the facts and circum-

stances. 

The judges noted a 2008 case

in which flushing marijuana

down the toilet during a bar-

racks inspection was deemed

not to be obstruction but “mere-

ly an effort to avoid detection” of

an offense the government was

unaware of.

Smith’s actions weren’t mere

concealment, the judges wrote,

because when he tossed the

camera and memory card, he

knew his crime had already

been detected.

Moreover, at his court-martial

in 2020, Smith had stated “une-

quivocally and repeatedly” that

the reason for his evidence de-

struction was his belief that

there would be an investigation.

Court upholds conviction of bathroom filmer
BY NANCY MONTGOMERY

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A biparti-

san group of senators criticized

the Defense Department on

Tuesday for moving too slowly

to combat sexual assault in the

ranks.

The group of eight senators,

including three who serve on

the Armed Services Committee,

made their views known in a let-

ter to Defense Secretary Lloyd

Austin that was obtained by CQ

Roll Call.

The senators expressed their

“disappointment and concern”

with the Pentagon’s “vague ap-

proach and lax timeline,” in

particular Austin’s decision to

take up to nine years to imple-

ment key elements of the de-

partment’s response to the

problem.

“The men and women who

serve in our military cannot

continue to operate another day,

let alone another decade, under

a chain of command that is un-

willing or incapable of taking

decisive action to address this

epidemic,” the senators wrote.

“A problem of this magnitude

demands an immediate, pro-

portionate response.”

The letter’s signatories were

four Democrats — Kirsten Gil-

librand, of New York; Richard

Blumenthal, of Connecticut;

Dianne Feinstein, of California;

and Ron Wyden, of Oregon —

plus four Republicans: Chuck

Grassley and Joni Ernst, of Io-

wa; Mike Braun, of Indiana; and

Shelley Moore Capito, of West

Virginia. Gillibrand, Blumen-

thal and Ernst serve on the

Armed Services Committee.

In late June, a Pentagon-

chartered panel called the Inde-

pendent Review Commission

released a report with 82 rec-

ommendations on how the mil-

itary could improve the preven-

tion of and response to the prob-

lem of sexual assault among

service members. The propos-

als included moving the power

to decide whether to prosecute

such crimes away from senior

officers in the chain of com-

mand and giving it to what

would become new offices of

trained prosecutors in each of

the services.

On Sept. 22, Austin an-

nounced the department’s im-

plementation plan. The re-

sponse would roll out in phases,

he said. Some actions are al-

ready underway, but the soon-

est deadlines for completing the

first of four “tiers” of actions

would occur in 2027, and the lat-

est in 2030.

By sharp contrast, the au-

thors of the letter form part of a

66-senator supermajority that

has backed legislation to imple-

ment the core of the recommen-

dations in just six months.

Moreover, that group has advo-

cated professionalizing prose-

cution of not just sexual crimes

in the military but nearly all ma-

jor offenses.

In their letter Tuesday, the

eight senators asked Austin to

brief their offices by Nov. 30 on

how he intends to make chang-

es, such as creating the new

prosecutors’ offices, “in no later

than six months,” as opposed to

years.

The six-month timeline en-

dorsed by the letter’s signato-

ries is part of the Senate Armed

Services Committee’s National

Defense Authorization Act bill;

it has yet to come to the Senate

floor.

Senators hit DOD for ‘lax timeline’ on sexual assaults

CQ Roll Call
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The United States hasn’t reac-

hed any agreements with Cen-

tral Asian states bordering Af-

ghanistan for bases or other fa-

cilities to use in counterterror-

ism operations there against

Islamic State and al-Qaida, se-

nior defense officials said Tues-

day.

“We have had extensive con-

versations” and expect to have

more, with Uzbekistan, Tajikis-

tan and others, Colin Kahl, the

undersecretary of defense for

policy, said at a Senate hearing.

U.S. forces “need to build out

more capability so we’re not just

reliant on facilities we have in

the Arabian Gulf,” Kahl said.

The closest major U.S. facilities,

in Qatar and Bahrain, are more

than 1,500 flight miles away.

“We have not secured firm

basing agreements” with any of

Afghanistan’s direct neighbors,

he said. He said U.S. intelligence

estimated that the Islamic State-

Khorasan, the Afghanistan fac-

tion of the terrorist group, could

build the capacity to plan and

conduct international oper-

ations within six months if un-

checked.

The Biden administration has

expressed confidence that its

“over-the-horizon” counterter-

rorism operations — primarily

airstrikes launched from out-

side Afghanistan — are suffi-

cient to disrupt ISIS-K, as it is

widely known, and al-Qaida and

ultimately destroy them.

But the testimony, before the

Senate Armed Services Com-

mittee, made public growing

military and administration

concern that without closer

bases from which to launch such

strikes, the distances involved

could undermine that ability.

The hearing was one of a se-

ries the committee is holding to

examine the 20-year war in Af-

ghanistan, the chaotic U.S. troop

exit and evacuation of Ameri-

can, allied and Afghan civilians

in the last two weeks of August,

and national security plans for

the future.

Kahl and Lt. Gen. James J.

Mingus, the Joint Staff director

for operations, who also testi-

fied, expressed support for a bi-

partisan, independent commis-

sion to investigate the past, pre-

sent and future of U.S. efforts in

Afghanistan. The commission

has been proposed in a bill spon-

sored by Sen. Tammy Duck-

worth, D-Ill., a committee mem-

ber.

The acknowledgment of the

extent of the threat comes as

ISIS-K, which Kahl described as

a“mortal enemy” of the Taliban,

has ramped up attacks in Af-

ghanistan following the exit of

U.S. and NATO forces.

Although its operatives ap-

pear focused on “creating ha-

voc” within Taliban-ruled Af-

ghanistan for now, ISIS-K re-

tains the “intent” to strike the

U.S. and its allies, he said. “The

current intelligence assess-

ment” is that ISIS-K could de-

velop the capacity to plan and

carry out global attacks from Af-

ghanistan within six to 12

months, he said. The al-Qaida

branch there, which is allied

with some elements within the

Taliban, could have the same ca-

pability within one to two years.

Kahl and Mingus cautioned

those time estimates assume the

U.S. and its allies cannot suc-

cessfully disrupt terrorist plan-

ning.

ISIS-K threat real, defense officials warn
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Nearly 200 Americans

who want to leave Afghanistan remain in the

country nearly two months after the U.S. mil-

itary’s evacuation mission ended at the Kabul

airport, Pentagon officials told senators Tues-

day.

The State Department is now making ar-

rangements to move the roughly 196 Ameri-

cans from Afghanistan “either via air or over

ground,” Undersecretary of Defense for Pol-

icy Colin Kahl said at a Senate Armed Servic-

es Committee hearing on security in Afghan-

istan. Since Sept. 1, about 240 American citi-

zens and 57 U.S. green card holders have left

the country.

On Aug. 30, Secretary of State Antony Blin-

ken said between 100-200 — “but likely closer

to 100” — Americans who wanted to leave Af-

ghanistan remained there when the last U.S.

troops withdrew from Hamid Karzai Interna-

tional Airport in Kabul. Blinken noted, how-

ever, that his agency was still “trying to deter-

mine exactly how many” Americans re-

mained there.

The State Department also has contacted

another 244 U.S. citizens in Afghanistan who

“are not ready to depart either because they

want to stay or aren’t ready” to leave yet, Kahl

said.

Republican senators such as Jim Inhofe, of

Oklahoma, have questioned the administra-

tion of President Joe Biden over its tallies of

Americans in Afghanistan, claiming “we real-

ly don’t know how many Americans were left

in Afghanistan.”

“The administration by its own account left

600 Americans behind — over 400 of whom

want to leave — not the 100 to 200 that has

been referred to several times,” Inhofe, the

ranking Republican on the committee, said at

the hearing. “At the very least, it’s confusing.”

Inhofe also criticized the military’s decision

to leave Afghanistan before all Americans

were evacuated.

“During the Aug. 18 interview with ABC,

George Stephanopoulos asked President Bi-

den whether US troops would stay beyond

Aug. 31 if there were still Americans to evac-

uate. President Biden responded — and this is

a quote — ‘if there are American citizens left,

we are going to stay to get them out,’ ” Inhofe

said. “Of course, this didn’t happen.”

Defense leaders have said, however, that

staying any longer would have put more lives

at risk as the Taliban pledged to restart its at-

tacks on Americans if troops remained in the

country past the promised Aug. 31 withdrawal

date.

“It was the consensus of civilian and mili-

tary leadership at the Department of Defense

that we should stick to the Aug. 31 deadline

that extended risk to mission enforcement

would make it harder to get American citizens

out beyond that date,” Kahl said.

In addition to the hundreds of Americans,

thousands of vulnerable Afghans also remain

in Afghanistan while they await special immi-

grant visas, which are given to allies who

helped U.S. forces during their time in that

country, Kahl said.

“The total number of SIV’s in the pipeline is

28,000, according to our records, of which

8,555 have come out with their family mem-

bers,” he said. “So that would suggest there’s a

significant number of SIVs still in Afghanis-

tan.”

Thousands seeking US visas still remain in Afghanistan
BY CAITLIN DOORNBOS

Stars and Stripes
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The chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff said China’s test of

a hypersonic weapons system is

“very concerning” — and “very

close” to a Sputnik moment as

Beijing rapidly expands its mil-

itary capabilities.

Gen. Mark A. Milley, the Unit-

ed States’ top military officer,

said in an interview with Bloom-

berg Television that aired

Wednesday that “what we saw

was a very significant event of a

test of a hypersonic weapon sys-

tem.”

National security officials

were alarmed by the suspected

test in August of a nuclear-capa-

ble hypersonic vehicle that par-

tially orbited the globe before

hurtling toward Earth. As China

is in the midst of a rapid expan-

sion of its strategic and nuclear

weapons systems, its demon-

stration of hypersonic and orbi-

tal capabilities was less notewor-

thy to analysts for the technolo-

gy, which its military has been

developing for years, than for the

fact that Beijing decided to test it.

Milley, noting that the term

“Sputnik moment” has been

used in some news reports since

the test, stopped just short of that

assessment.

“I don’t know if it’s quite a

Sputnik moment, but I think it’s

very close to that,” Milley said in

an interview for “The David Ru-

benstein Show: Peer-to-Peer

Conversations.”

The test represents a “very

significant technological event

that occurred,” Milley said, add-

ing that “it has all of our atten-

tion.”

Some analysts had likened the

test to the Soviet Union’s 1957

launch of a satellite called Sput-

nik that provided an early edge

in the space race.

Milley wary of China’s hypersonic test
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Pushing past skeptics,

Senate Democrats on Wednesday unveiled

a new billionaires’ tax proposal, an entirely

new entry in the tax code designed to help

pay for President Joe Biden’s sweeping do-

mestic policy package and edge his party

closer to an overall agreement.

The proposed tax would hit the gains of

those with more than $1 billion in assets or

incomes of more than $100 million a year,

and it could begin to shore up the big social

services and climate change plan Biden is

racing to finish before departing this week

for global summits.

The new billionaires’ proposal, coupled

with a new 15% corporate minimum tax,

would provide alternative revenue sources

that Biden needs to win over one key Demo-

crat, Sen. Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona, who

had rejected the party’s earlier idea of re-

versing the Trump-era tax breaks on corpo-

rations and the wealthy to raise revenue. Bi-

den met late Tuesday evening with Sinema

and another Democratic holdout, Sen. Joe

Manchin of West Virginia, at the White

House.

“No senator wants to stand up and say,

‘Gee, I think it’s just fine for billionaires to

pay little or no taxes for years on end,’ ” said

Democratic Sen. Ron Wyden of Oregon,

chairman of the Senate Finance Committee,

helming the new effort.

Biden and his party are zeroing in on at

least $1.75 trillion in health care, child care

and climate change programs, scaling back

what had been a $3.5 trillion plan, as they try

to wrap up negotiations this week.

Taken together, the new tax on billio-

naires and the 15% corporate minimum tax

are designed to fulfill Biden’s desire for the

wealthy and big business to pay their “fair

share.” They also fit his promise that no new

taxes hit those earning less than $400,000 a

year, or $450,000 for couples. Biden insists

all the new spending will be fully paid for

and not piled onto the national debt.

While the new tax proposals have ap-

peared agreeable to Manchin and could win

over Sinema, whose support is needed in the

50-50 split Senate where Biden has no votes

to spare, the idea of the billionaires’ tax has

run into criticism from other Democrats as

cumbersome or worse.

Rep. Richard Neal, D-Mass., the chair-

man of the Ways and Means Committee,

said he told Wyden the billionaires’ tax may

be more difficult to implement than the

route his panel took in simply raising rates

on corporations and the wealthy. 

Under Wyden’s emerging plan, the billio-

naires’ tax would hit the wealthiest of Amer-

icans, fewer than 800 people, starting in the

2022 tax year. 

It would require those with assets of more

than $1 billion, or three consecutive years of

income of $100 million, to pay taxes on the

gains of stocks and other tradeable assets,

rather than waiting until holdings are sold.

Republicans have derided the billio-

naires’ tax as “harebrained,” and some have

suggested it would face a legal challenge.

Senate Democrats unveil billionaires’ tax proposal
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Law enforcement offi-

cials in the United Statesand Europe have ar-

rested 150 people and seized more than $31

million in an international drug trafficking in-

vestigation stemming from sales on the dark-

net, the Justice Department said Tuesday.

The arrests are connected to a 10-month in-

vestigation between federal law enforcement

officials in the U.S. and Europol in Europe.

Prosecutors alleged those charges are respon-

sible for tens of thousands of illegal sales in the

U.S., the United Kingdom, Australia, Bulga-

ria, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands

and Switzerland.

The Justice Department said investigators

have seized over $31.6 million in cash and vir-

tual currency, as well as 45 guns.

The darknet is a part of the internet hosted

within an encrypted network and accessible

only through specialized anonymity-provid-

ing tools, most notably the Tor Browser.

Investigators also recovered a slew of illegal

drugs, including counterfeit medication and

opioid pills, along with more than 152 kilo-

grams of amphetamine, 21 kilograms of co-

caine and 32.5 kilograms of MDMA, accord-

ing to prosecutors.

Those arrested include 65 people in the U.S.,

47 in Germany, 24 people in the United King-

dom, four in Italy, four in the Netherlands,

three in France, two in Switzerland and one

person in Bulgaria. 

The Justice Department said its investiga-

tion was ongoing and that they were still work-

ing to identify others behind darknet accounts.

150 people arrested in US-Europe darknet drug probe
Associated Press 
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WASHINGTON — The Unit-

ed States moved a step closer to

expanding COVID-19 vaccina-

tions for millions more children

as government advisers on

Tuesday endorsed kid-size dos-

es of Pfizer’s shots for 5- to 11-

year-olds.

AFood and Drug Administra-

tion advisory panel voted unani-

mously, with one abstention,

that the vaccine’s benefits in

preventing COVID-19 in that

age group outweigh any poten-

tial risks. That includes ques-

tions about a heart-related side

effect that’s been very rare in

teens and young adults despite

their use of a much higher vac-

cine dose. 

While children are far less

likely than older people to get

severe COVID-19, ultimately

many panelists decided it’s im-

portant to give parents the

choice to protect their young-

sters — especially those at high

risk of illness or who live in plac-

es where other precautions, like

masks in schools, aren’t being

used.

“This is an age group that de-

serves and should have the

same opportunity to be vacci-

nated as every other age,” said

panel member Dr. Amanda

Cohn of the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention.

The FDA isn’t bound by the

panel’s recommendation and is

expected to make its own deci-

sion within days. If the FDA

concurs, there’s still another

step: Next week, the CDC will

have to decide whether to rec-

ommend the shots and which

youngsters should get them.

Full-strength shots made by

Pfizer and its partner BioNTech

already are recommended for

everyone 12 and older, but pedi-

atricians and many parents are

clamoring for protection for

younger children. The extra-

contagious delta variant has

caused an alarming rise in pedi-

atric infections — and families

are frustrated with school quar-

antines and having to say no to

sleepovers and other rites of

childhood to keep the virus at

bay.

In the 5- to 11-year-old age

group, there have been over

8,300 hospitalizations reported,

about a third requiring inten-

sive care, and nearly 100 deaths.

FDA panel backs vaccine for children
Associated Press

BOSTON — A nor’easter that battered the

U.S. coast with hurricane-force wind gusts

has left 425,000 people without power in

Massachusetts and forced the closure of

bridges, ferries and schools in the region on

Wednesday.

The Massachusetts Emergency Manage-

ment Agency reported the widespread pow-

er outages Wednesday morning as areas

along the coast experienced wind gusts of

80-90 mph. About 90,000 people lost power

in Rhode Island, according to National Grid.

The National Weather Service in Boston

reported that travel was not recommended

Wednesday morning in southeast Massa-

chusetts because of the hurricane-force

wind gusts, numerous downed trees and

power outages. The highest wind gust of the

storm was recorded at 94 mph at a ferry

dock on Martha’s Vineyard, it said. Winds

are slowly diminishing throughout the day.

The body of a kayaker who went missing

off New York’s Long Island was recovered

near the Bronx after being spotted in the

water by a helicopter search crew, Coast

Guard officials said Tuesday. Laurence

Broderick, 45, reportedly left Hempstead at

about 9 p.m. Monday, a few hours before

heavy rain started falling in the region, and

was headed to Mamaroneck. He was report-

ed missing early Tuesday morning.

In Connecticut, power lines came down

on a school bus headed to Middletown High

School on Wednesday morning. No injuries

were reported. Six students were on the bus,

which continued its route after emergency

responders removed the power lines. About

15,000 homes and businesses were without

power Wednesday morning.

The Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge

Authority closed the Newport Pell and Jam-

estown Verrazzano Bridges due to wind

gusts of 70 mph early Wednesday morning,

then reopened them shortly after to most

vehicles. School buses were still not permit-

ted to cross. Ferry service to Martha’s Vine-

yard and Nantucket was suspended

Wednesday. Dozens of schools canceled

classes.

Power outages were scattered around

Maine, where wind continued to whip on

Wednesday morning. Central Maine Power

said it was addressing about 17,000 outages.

Nor’easter batters coast with hurricane-force gusts
Associated Press

LONDON — U.S. authorities

launched a new battle on

Wednesday to make Julian As-

sange face American justice,

telling British judges that if they

agree to extradite the Wiki-

Leaks founder on espionage

charges, he could serve any U.S.

prison sentence he receives in

his native Australia.

In January, a lower U.K.

court refused a U.S. request to

extradite Assange over Wiki-

Leaks’ publication of secret

American military documents a

decade ago. District Judge Va-

nessa Baraitser ruled that As-

sange, who has spent years in

hiding and in British prisons as

he fights extradition, was likely

to kill himself if held under

harsh U.S. prison conditions.

Appealing against the Janu-

ary decision, an attorney for the

U.S. government on Wednesday

denied that Assange’s mental

health was too fragile to with-

stand the U.S. judicial system.

Lawyer James Lewis said As-

sange “has no history of serious

and enduring mental illness”

and does not meet the threshold

of being so ill that he cannot re-

sist harming himself.

U.S. prosecutors have indict-

ed Assange on 17 espionage

charges and one charge of com-

puter misuse over WikiLeaks’

publication of thousands of

leaked military and diplomatic

documents. The charges carry a

maximum sentence of 175 years

in prison, although Lewis said

“the longest sentence ever im-

posed for this offense is 63

months.”

Assange’s lawyer, Edward

Fitzgerald, accused U.S. law-

yers of seeking to “minimize the

severity of Mr. Assange’s men-

tal disorder and suicide risk.”

Assange, 50, has been in pris-

on since he was arrested in

April 2019 for skipping bail dur-

ing a separate legal battle. 

US: Assange could go to Australian prison if convicted
Associated Press 
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Police: Man facing DUI
blames 4-year-old son

WY
GILLETTE — A

man in Wyoming al-

legedly tried getting out of a

drunken driving charge by claim-

ing his 4-year-old son was behind

the wheel.

Campbell County sheriff’s dep-

uties pulled the 39-year-old man

over after responding to a report

he’d been fighting with a woman,

sheriff’s Lt. Paul Pownall said.

When the deputies caught up

with the man and his two sons,

aged 4 and 15, the man said his 4-

year-old son was sitting on his lap

and was the one driving, sheriff’s

officials said. They said the man

refused sobriety and breath tests. 

Deputies arrested him on sus-

picion of driving under the influ-

ence, violating probation and

driving without a required device

on his vehicle used to detect alco-

hol, Pownall said.

Woman accused of
stealing from gyms

WA
EVERETT — A Ma-

rysville woman ac-

cused of stealing and using credit

cards from dozens of gyms in

Western Washington was arrest-

ed.

The 23-year-old woman was

booked into the Snohomish Coun-

ty Jail in Everett for investigation

of over 55 felony counts, The Dai-

ly Herald reported.

A Snohomish County Sheriff’s

Office investigation revealed she

stole credit cards, car keys and

bags from lockers. She was ar-

rested earlier this month and told

police there was a gun inside one

bag she stole, according to the

charges. She was charged with

theft of a firearm, unlawful pos-

session of a firearm and two

counts of second-degree identity

theft. She was booked into jail and

released after posting bond.

But she allegedly used stolen

bank cards Wednesday to make

purchases at a Fred Meyer in

Lynnwood and was arrested

again, the charges say.

Sled dogs hit on trail,
likely ending racing days 

MN
GRAND RAPIDS

— Authorities are

looking for a hit-and-run driver

who struck several sled dogs on a

recreational trail in Itasca Coun-

ty, putting a likely end to their rac-

ing days. 

The dogs were hit by a vehicle

on the Circle T Snowmobile Trail

while training. The dog team be-

longs to longtime Beargrease

mushers and veterinarians John

and Robin Fisher.

Two of the dogs, Chevy and

Lincoln, suffered fractures and

were the lead dogs on the team.

Robin Fisher says it’s unlikely ei-

ther dog will be able to run again

because both have a broken pel-

vis. Another dog suffered lacera-

tions, WDIO-TV reported. 

According to the Itasca County

Sheriff’s Office, the driver who hit

the dogs left the scene. The inci-

dent remains under investiga-

tion.

Teen sentenced in fatal
Lamborghini car crash

CA
LOS ANGELES — A

teen driver was sen-

tenced last week to seven to nine

months in a juvenile camp after

crashing his father’s Lamborghi-

ni and killing another motorist.

Monique Munoz, 32, died at the

scene of the collision Feb. 17 near

the Westwood area of Los An-

geles.

Prosecutors said the Lam-

borghini’s driver, who was 17 at

the time of the crash, had hit

speeds ofmore than 100 mphpri-

or to colliding with Munoz’s car.

The teen driver pleaded guilty to

one count of vehicular man-

slaughter in April, the Los An-

geles Times reported.

Ashe mural defaced with
white nationalist designs

VA
RICHMOND — A mu-

ral of Black tennis leg-

end and Richmondnative Arthur

Ashe was defaced with insignias

associated with a white national-

ist group, police said.

It was the second time in a

week that a mural in Richmond

was defaced with such markings,

police said. Police will monitor

monuments and murals citywide.

If damage from vandalism is

$1,000 or more, the person or per-

sons responsible can be charged

with a felony, police said.

Crews painted over the vandal-

ism and the city contacted Sir

James Thornhill, one of the art-

ists who had worked on the mural

in 2017, WRIC-TV reported. Offi-

cialshope that the mural could be

repainted in coming months.

Owner of marina fined
$45K for scuttling boats

CT
BRIDGEPORT —

The former owner of a

Connecticut marina was sen-

tenced to two years of probation

and fined $45,000 for intentional-

ly sinking abandoned boats in

Long Island Sound.

John Magness, 72, of Bristol,

Maine, pleaded guilty last No-

vember to a federal charge of ob-

structing navigable waters by

sinking a vessel. 

Magness was in the process of

selling the Bluefish Cove Marina

in Bridgeport in 2018 when he

made a deal with an employee

and another man to scuttle sever-

al sailboats and motorboats that

had been abandoned at the mari-

na, prosecutors said.

3 injured when house
explodes into flame

GA
SAVANNAH — A

home exploded and

burned near Savannah, with

three critically injured people

hospitalized at a burn center.

The fire began with a blast in

the Pin Point community, Chath-

am Emergency Services said. 

Officials said a 45-year-old, a

14-year-old and an infant were

taken to a burn center in Augusta.

The cause of the blast is under

investigation.

College receives record
$200 million gift

NC
SALISBURY — An

anonymous donor

gave a North Carolina college

$200 million for its endowment,

the largest gift in its history, offi-

cials announced.

Catawba College, with an en-

rollment of 1,200, is located in Sa-

lisbury, about 45 miles northeast

of Charlotte.

According to the school’s web

page, one-third of the gift will pro-

vide recurring funding to support

and enhance Catawba’s pro-

grams in environment and sus-

tainability. Two-thirds of the gift

is dedicated to supporting strate-

gic initiatives, strengthening stu-

dent scholarships, enhancing stu-

dent success programming, pro-

moting a thriving workplace and

investing in faculty excellence,

the school said.

— From wire reports
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HOUSTON  —  A  healthy

swing by Jorge Soler powered

the Atlanta Braves to a smash

ing start in the World Series.

In the lineup for the first time

since a positive COVID19 test,

Soler became the first player to

begin  a  World  Series  with  a

home run and the Braves, de

spite the loss of pitcher Charlie

Morton to a broken leg, hushed

the Houston Astros 62 Tuesday

night in Game 1.

Boosted by a strong bullpen

effort,  Adam  Duvall’s  tworun

homer  and  a  late  sacrifice  fly

from Freddie Freeman, Atlanta

coasted  in  its  first  Series  ap

pearance  since  Chipper  Jones

and  their  Big  Three  aces  as

cended in 1999.

“So  much  happened  really

quick,” Braves manager Brian

Snitker said.

Every Atlanta starter wound

up getting a hit and more than

four  hours  later,  this  was  the

scene in their dugout: outland

ish outfielder Joc Pederson sip

ping  a  glass  of  red  wine  and

smoking cigars with closer Will

Smith.

That  victory  party  lasted  a

couple of minutes until a securi

ty guard ambled over and told

them it was a smokefree build

ing.

Jose  Altuve,  Carlos  Correa

and  the  Astros,  meanwhile,

mostly looked lost at the plate.

This is their third World Series

in five seasons — and first since

their  2017  illegal  signstealing

scheme was revealed.

Before  the  game,  Major

League Baseball Commissioner

Rob  Manfred  said  there  were

plenty of sleuths monitoring the

dugouts, clubhouses and stands

to  guard  against  any  possible

shenanigans.

“There’s  a  lot  more  people

watching what goes on as a re

sult  of  the  issues  that  we’ve

had,” he said.

Game  2  was  Wednesday

night.

“You’ve just got to, like, blow

this  game  off  and  then  come

back  and  realize  that  tomor

row’s  —  that’s  the  beauty  of

baseball,”  72yearold  Astros

manager  Dusty  Baker  said.

“Tomorrow’s another day, and

who  knows?  That’s  the  way  I

look at it. Ball’s going to bounce

our way tomorrow.”

Soler’s nodoubt jolt into the

leftfield seats on Framber Val

dez’s  third  pitch  quickly

drained all the juice out of Min

ute Maid Park, quieting a bois

terous, sellout crowd.

“The  energy  was  amazing

and electric, especially after we

took a 10 lead after that home

run,” Soler said through a trans

lator.

As for his feat?

“I  didn’t  know  that  was  a

thing until I was told a little later

on in the game,” he said.

Fresh off dispatching the de

fending World Series champion

Dodgers  in  the  playoffs,  the

Braves  weren’t  done,  either.

Aggressive in every way, they

kept teeing off against their for

mer, longtime National League

rivals.

Moments later, Ozzie Albies

stole a base and Austin Riley hit

an  RBI  double,  taking  a  rare

swing at a 30 pitch.

Soler, who missed five playoff

games after testing positive for

the coronavirus, added an RBI

grounder  in  the  second.  And

when  Duvall  launched  a  two

run homer, it was 50 and Atlan

ta had made even more October

history — the only team to score

in each of the first three innings

in a World Series opener.

“I think we obviously swung

the bats there early pretty well,

and doing that on the road, kind

of getting them first atbat jit

ters out of the way, it’s big,” Du

vall said.

Altuve and Houston did little

all  night.  The  AllStar  second

baseman struck out three times

—he’d never done that in 73 pri

or postseason games.

Alex Bregman, Yordan Alva

rez and the Astros never seri

ously threatened in the later in

nings. Their only runs, in fact,

came  on  shortstop  Dansby

Swanson’s fielding error in the

fourth and Correa’s groundout

in the eighth.

Braves pull away in Game 1 of Series
Associated Press 

HOUSTON  —  Charlie  Mor

ton spun a curveball past Jose

Altuve for a called third strike,

his 16th pitch after taking a 102

mph  comebacker  off  his  right

leg. Morton stumbled and start

ed to fall. Turns out the leg was

broken.

“I  wouldn’t  think  it’s  possi

ble,”  catcher  Travis  d’Arnaud

said.  “It’s  incredible  that  he

even, like, thought of going out

there.”

Morton’s  right  fibula  was

fractured by Yuli Gurriel’s one

hop  screamer  leading  off  the

second  inning  of  Tuesday

night’s World Series opener, a

ball hit so hard it ricocheted to

first baseman Freddie Freeman

for an out. 

By the time Morton faced Al

tuve leading off the third with a

50 lead, the leg had started to

swell. Four relievers combined

to pitch 62⁄�3 innings and finish a

62 victory over the Houston As

tros.

Morton’s  World  Series  was

over soon after it started.

“You don’t wish bad on any

body,”  Astros  manager  Dusty

Baker said. “Charlie Morton is

one  of  the  best  guys  around,

too.”

After Gurriel, Morton struck

out  Chas  McCormick  on  four

pitches,  then  retired  Martín

Maldonado  on  a  liner  to  first

base.

“When the  inning was over,

we meet and talk about what’s

going  on,”  d’Arnaud  recalled.

“He said, ‘Oh, that one got me

good.’ He was kind of walking a

little funny. I didn’t think it was

broken.”

Braves manager Brian Snitk

er said an initial Xray after the

second failed to show a break.

“He wanted to keep going, be

cause he was down in the tunnel

and he was throwing against the

wall,”  Snitker  explained.  “He

said, ‘It kind of hurts more when

I run.  I  feel  good  when  I

throw.’ ”

Morton went back out for the

third. Still reaching up to 95.9

mph, he struck out Altuve. The

37yearold  righthander

braced himself with both arms

after the pitch and grimaced as

he popped back up, then rubbed

his right ankle.

“To go out there and strike out

the next guy with a broken leg, it

blows my mind,” d’Arnaud said,

repeating  for  emphasis.  “It

blows my mind.” 

Head athletic trainer George

Poulis  and  manager  Snitker

came to the mound, and Morton

walked back to the dugout, fa

voring the leg. By the fifth in

ning, Atlanta said Morton’s next

mound appearance was expect

ed to be during spring training. 

Asked what was  the  longest

he  could  envision  someone

throwing  with  a  broken  leg,

d’Arnaud  responded:  “Maybe

one pitch, and it probably went

to the backstop.”

Morton  threw  44  pitches  —

Hank  Aaron’s  old  number

keeps  popping  up  —  and  al

lowed  one  hit,  Michael  Bran

tley’s oneout single in the first.

Morton  struck  out  three  and

walked two.

Atlanta loses Morton for Series to broken right leg
Associated Press 
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NEW YORK — Kemba Walker scored 19

points in his best game with his hometown

team and the New York Knicks snapped a

15-game losing streak against the Philadel-

phia 76ers with a 112-99 victory Tuesday

night.

Evan Fournier added 18 points in the

Knicks’ first victory over the Sixers since

April 12, 2017. Julius Randle had 16 points,

11 rebounds and seven assists.

Joel Embiid didn’t have a field goal in

the first half of his first career loss to New

York, which seized control by outscoring

Philadelphia 39-16 in the second quarter.

Warriors  106,  Thunder  98:  Stephen

Curry scored 23 points and Golden State

remained unbeaten, rallying in the second

half to win at Oklahoma City.

Andrew Wiggins had 21 points and Da-

mion Lee scored 20 for the Warriors, who

have opened the season with four straight

wins.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 30

points on 11-for-19 shooting for the winless

Thunder.

Oklahoma City led by 11 points at half-

time and by 12 midway through the third

quarter before Golden State began chip-

ping away.

Jazz 122, Nuggets 110: Rudy Gobert

had 23 points and 16 rebounds and Dono-

van Mitchell added 22 points to lead host

Utah to a win over Denver in a game

where Nikola Jokic left with a knee injury.

Jokic, the reigning NBA MVP, had 24

points in just 15 first-half minutes before

he got hurt.

Mike Conley and Bojan Bogdanovic each

contributed 15 for the Jazz, who moved to

3-0 on the season.

Two minutes before halftime, Jokic

banged knees with Gobert and stayed

down holding his right leg. He eventually

got up with assistance and limped to the

locker room. He will be examined again,

but initial injury report was a knee contu-

sion.

Mavericks  116,  Rockets  106: Luka

Doncic had 26 points and 14 rebounds,

Reggie Bullock had his best game with his

new team by scoring 16 points and Dallas

beat the Houston in coach Jason Kidd’s

first home game.

Kristaps Porzingis had another rough

shooting night, starting 1-for-9 before final-

ly making his three-pointer and leaving a

short time later. The oft-injured Porzingis

didn’t return because of lower back tight-

ness. He came into the game with a black

eye.

Eric Gordon scored 22 points, and Chris-

tian Wood had 16 points and 17 rebounds

for the Rockets, who lost in the Mavs’

home opener for the first time after win-

ning the previous three times.

Tim Hardaway Jr. scored 16 points, in-

cluding the first bucket of the second half

to start a 13-0 Dallas run for a 70-60 lead.

Lakers 125, Spurs 121 (OT): Anthony

Davis had 35 points and 17 rebounds, Rus-

sell Westbrook added 33 points and 10 re-

bounds, and Los Angeles rallied without

LeBron James to win at San Antonio.

Dejounte Murray had 21 points, 15 as-

sists and 12 rebounds for his fifth career

triple-double, and he missed a jumper in

the closing seconds that would have won it

for the Spurs. Jakob Poeltl added 27 points

and 14 rebounds for San Antonio, and Lon-

nie Walker IV had a season-high 21 points.

Knicks beat 76ers for first time since 2017
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The NFL is

not going to issue a report on

its 10-month investigation into

allegations the Washington

Football Team engaged in ha-

rassment and abuse because of

its promise to protect the iden-

tities of those who testified,

Commissioner Roger Goodell

said on Tuesday.

Speaking after the first day

of meetings for the 32 owners,

Goodell said the league wanted

to protect the roughly 150 for-

mer employees who spoke to

outside counsel Beth Wilkin-

son, who conducted the NFL

investigation and amassed six

million pages of evidence.

“When you make a promise

to protect the anonymity, to

make sure that we get the right

information, you need to stay

with it,” Goodell said. “And so

we’re very conscious of mak-

ing sure that we’re protecting

those who came forward. They

were incredibly brave.”

Goodell sidestepped a ques-

tion about releasing a redacted

report, saying he felt what the

league did was appropriate. He

said the league looked forward

to responding to inquiries from

Congress.

Goodell said the NFL did re-

lease a summary of its investi-

gation and that Washington

owner Daniel Snyder has not

been allowed to handle any of

the day-to-day operations of

the franchise since July.

“I do think he has been held

accountable and the organiza-

tion has been held account-

able,” Goodell said.

Goodell said the most impor-

tant thing for the league was

that the situation not happen

again with any team.

“So we think protecting the

people that helped us get to

that place, the people that un-

fortunately have to live

through that experience, if we

respect them and make sure

we protect them,” the commis-

sioner said.

The league has released re-

ports in other high-profile in-

vestigations into Tom Brady

for deflating footballs in an

AFC title game, offensive line-

man Richie Incognito for an al-

leged racial slur and Ray Rice

for domestic violence.

Earlier in the day, members

of the NFL’s Social Justice

Working Group and the own-

ers were given a copy of a let-

ter by two former employees

of the Washington Football

Team asking them to make a

report public.

“I love for this to be a learn-

ing point, not just for the NFL,

but for leagues and teams all

across that this shouldn’t be

hidden,” said Ana Nunez, who

worked in the team’s business

department until 2019. “There

shouldn’t be, no workplace is

perfect which is understanda-

ble, but there has to be a level

of accountability when it

comes to toxic culture and sex-

ual harassment.”

Addressing other topics, the

commissioner said there has

been progress made on getting

a new stadium for the Buffalo

Bills. He believes the current

location in Orchard Park, N.Y.,

is the likely one but the final

decision is up to local officials.

The commissioner said the

league has not made a decision

on the future of quarterback

Deshaun Watson because of

pending legal issues from civil

cases still being considered.

The league is waiting to see all

the information gathered in the

suits.

The three-time Pro Bowler

is facing allegations of sexual

assault and inappropriate be-

havior in 22 active lawsuits

and has been inactive for

Houston’s first seven games

this season.

Goodell: League won’t release its report on WFT
Associated Press 
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CHICAGO — The Chicago Blackhawks

mishandled allegations that an assistant

coach sexually assaulted a player during

the team’s Stanley Cup run in 2010, accord-

ing to an investigation commissioned by the

franchise that cast a shadow over the NHL

on Tuesday.

Stan Bowman, Chicago’s general manag-

er and president of hockey operations, re-

signed in the wake of the findings by an out-

side law firm, and the NHL fined the team

$2 million for “the organization’s inade-

quate internal procedures and insufficient

and untimely response.” Al MacIsaac, one

of the team’s top hockey executives, also is

out.

Florida Panthers coach Joel Quenneville

and Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin

Cheveldayoff, who were with the Black-

hawks when the sexual assault allegations

were first reported, were named in the

damning report as well.

The Panthers declined to comment, cit-

ing NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman’s

plans to meet with Quenneville.

Quenneville was on the ice with the Pan-

thers for their game-day morning skate

Wednesday. He said afterward he would

meet with Bettman on Thursday.

Cheveldayoff said he shared everything

he knows with Jenner & Block for its report.

“Further, I look forward to my discussion

with Commissioner Bettman at the soonest

possible date to continue to cooperate fully

with the National Hockey League,” Chevel-

dayoff said in a statement provided by the

Jets to The Associated Press. “I will reserve

any further comment until after that con-

versation has been conducted.”

The Blackhawks hired Jenner & Block to

conduct what they called an independent

review in response to two lawsuits filed

against the franchise: one by a player iden-

tified as John Doe alleging sexual assault by

then-assistant coach Brad Aldrich in 2010

and another filed by a former student whom

Aldrich was convicted of assaulting in Mi-

chigan.

The report, which team CEO Danny

Wirtz called “both disturbing and difficult

to read,” was released by the franchise.

Former federal prosecutor Reid Schar, who

led the investigation, said the firm found no

evidence that Wirtz or his father, Rocky,

who owns the team, were aware of the alle-

gations before the former player’s lawsuit

was brought to their attention ahead of its

filing.

“It is clear that in 2010 the executives of

this organization put team performance

above all else,” Danny Wirtz said. “John

Doe deserved better from the Blackhawks.”

According to the report, the encounter

between John Doe, then 20, and Aldrich,

then 27, occurred on May 8 or 9 in 2010. Doe

told investigators that Aldrich threatened

him with a souvenir baseball bat before for-

cibly performing oral sex on him and mas-

turbating on the player’s back, allegations

that he also detailed in a lawsuit.

Bettman said he would “reserve judg-

ment” on Quenneville and Cheveldayoff,

and he plans to meet with them to discuss

their roles in the situation.

Blackhawks GM resigns after assault probe
Associated Press

SEATTLE — Brandon Tanev

had two goals and Jordan Eber-

le added one to give the Seattle

Kraken their first home win in

franchise history, beating the

Montreal Canadiens 5-1 on

Tuesday night.

Mike Hoffman scored for a

second straight game for Mon-

treal and Jake Allen had 21

saves, but it was an ugly start to

the Canadiens’ West Coast trip.

Montreal is last in the Eastern

Conference with just two points

in six games and being out-

scored 24-11.

Eberle got Seattle started by

scoring 62 seconds into the

game with his first of the season.

Yanni Gourde scored his first

of the season as well, in the sec-

ond period, and Ryan Donato

scored the fifth for Seattle on a

breakaway early in the third pe-

riod.

Philipp Grubauer made 23

saves in the Kraken’s most com-

plete performance of season.

Seattle’s five goals on Tuesday

were a season high and came on

just 26 shots.

Tanev is the Kraken’s goal-

scoring leader with five in seven

games.

Jets 4, Ducks 3: Nikolaj Eh-

lers scored twice 19 seconds

apart in the third period as vis-

iting Winnipeg rallied over Ana-

heim.

The Jets trailed 3-2 late in the

third period before Ehlers tied it

with 1:20 remaining after a

scramble following a faceoff

deep in the offensive zone. He

then scored the winner with 1:01

with a shot from the right faceoff

circle.

Ehlers also had an assist,

while Andrew Copp had a goal

and two assists for the Jets, who

have won three straight.

Trevor Zegras and Sonny Mi-

lano had a goal and an assist, and

Josh Manson also scored for

Anaheim. John Gibson stopped

21 shots for the Ducks, who have

dropped five of their last six.

Wild 3, Canucks 2: Minneso-

ta’s Matt Dumba scored his first

goal of the season midway

through the third period to spoil

Vancouver’s home opener.

Mats Zuccarello and Jonas

Brodin also scored for the Wild,

and Cam Talbot made 22 saves.

Alex Chiasson scored on a

power play, and Bo Horvat add-

ed a goal for the Canucks.

Flames 5, Devils 3: Andrew

Mangiapane had two of Cal-

gary’s four goals in the first peri-

od as the team extended its win-

ning streak to four games, all on

the road, with a victory over

New Jersey.

Milan Lucic, Elias Lindholm

and Matthew Tkachuk also

scored for the Flames. Calgary

backup goalie Dan Vladar made

27 saves.

Pavel Zacha had two goals for

the Devils.

Lightning 5, Penguins 1: On-

drej Palat and Ryan McDonagh

scored 10 seconds apart in the

second period and visiting Tam-

pa Bay picked up its first regu-

lation victory of the season by

beating Pittsburgh.

Brayden Point’s backhand 31

seconds into the second gave the

Lightning their first lead in reg-

ulation this season. It was the

Penguins’ first regulation loss of

the season. Jason Zucker scored

in the third period to spoil An-

drei Vasilevskiy’s bid for a shut-

out.

Golden Knights 3, Avalanche

1: Reilly Smith scored a short-

handed goal, Robin Lehner

stopped 26 shots and injury-

plagued Las Vegas snapped a

four-game slide with a win at

Colorado.

Chandler Stephenson also

scored and Evgenii Dadonov

added an empty-netter with 29.9

seconds left to seal the win in the

matchup between two of the top

teams in the West who haven’t

been playing their best.

Predators 3, Sharks 1:Juuse

Saros made 28 saves to lead host

Nashville over San Jose. Matt

Duchene, Filip Forsberg and

Mikael Granlund scored for the

Predators, winners of two

straight.

Tanev, Kraken roll to their first home victory
Associated Press
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