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TOKYO — Submarines proliferating in

the South China Sea are increasing risks in

already treacherous waters, security ex-

perts said Friday, a day after the Navy an-

nounced an undersea collision in the Indo-

Pacific. 

The USS Connecticut, a Sea Wolf-class

fast-attack submarine, was damaged Oct. 2,

when it collided with something while sub-

merged in international waters in the re-

gion, the Navy said Thursday. 

The statement, which did not describe the

object that was struck, said several sailors

suffered non-life-threatening injuries.

Damage to the Connecticut is still being as-

sessed, but the vessel has been moving on

the surface toward Guam since the incident.

A spokesman for the Hawaii-based Pacif-

ic Fleet, contacted by Stars and Stripes on

Thursday, would not say where the collision

occurred. However, an unnamed defense

official told U.S. Naval Institute News it was

the South China Sea.

Many Chinese submarines are operating

in the region, although they are less capable

than the nuclear-powered U.S. vessels, ac-

cording to Ian Chong, an associate professor

of political science at the National Universi-

ty of Singapore.

Beijing has at least 57 diesel-electric sub-

marines and five nuclear attack versions,

according to a 2015 report by the Office of

Naval Intelligence. The fleet is projected to

add 14 more vessels, including 11 nuclear at-

tack submarines, by 2030.

At least eight nuclear-powered subma-

rines that will be acquired by Australia as

part of the AUKUS pact, formed with the

United States and Britain last month, are ex-

pected to join those operated by the U.S. and

other nations beneath the contested waters.

A sub-on-sub collision is among many

hazards in the South China Sea that include

submerged equipment, fishing nets and

surface ships, Chong said by telephone Fri-

day.

“There is any number of things they could

be colliding with,” he said.

The lack of major damage suggests the

Connecticut likely wasn’t moving fast when

the accident happened, according to Chong.

“Submarines are being asked to perform

fairly risky kinds of operations anyway,” he

said. 

“In the South China Sea, we are talking

about much more shallow waters. The risks

are higher than if they are in the middle of

the Pacific.”

The moderate to minor injuries reported

also indicate slow speed at the time of the

crash, said New Zealand-based U.S. securi-

ty expert Paul Buchanan.

“It could be that [the Connecticut] was

doing some seafloor mapping or surveil-

lance,” he wrote in an email Friday. “The

fact that it did not pick up the underwater

object with its sensors indicates that they

could have been jammed and it was running

slow but blind at the time.”

Only China and Russia have the capabil-

ity of blinding an adversary’s sonar systems

and use it in contested waters such as the

South China Sea, Buchanan said.

“Seawolf-class boats have advanced shal-

low water technologies, so that suggests that

it was running slow, blind and relatively

deep,” he said.

The submarine accident follows a pair of

deadly crashes involving U.S. destroyers in

the Western Pacific four years ago.

The Navy said the incident involving the

Connecticut will be investigated.

Experts: Subs’ moves up South China Sea risks
BY SETH ROBSON
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The Army is a step closer to

fielding its “Dark Eagle” hyper-

sonic missile after equipping

soldiers with ground launchers

that would fire the weapon at

much higher speed and with

greater precision than the ser-

vice’s current artillery systems.

The 5th Battalion, 3rd Field

Artillery Regiment based at

Joint Base Lewis-McChord in

Washington state was issued the

first prototype hypersonic

ground equipment, the Army

announced Thursday.

“Today marks an important

milestone in equipping our na-

tion’s first hypersonic battery.

… Now, Soldiers can begin

training,” Lt. Gen. L. Neil Thur-

good, director of the Army’s hy-

personics program, said in a

statement. 

The hardware included a bat-

tery operations center, four

transporter erector launchers,

and modified trucks and trailers

needed to support the Army’s

Long Range Hypersonic Weap-

on.

Still missing is the missile it-

self. But the Army expects the

weapon to be ready by 2023. The

Dark Eagle is designed to fly

3,800 mph and hit targets 1,700

miles away with precision. 

The U.S. is in a race with Rus-

sia and China to develop hyper-

sonic weapons systems and the

Pentagon has stepped up fund-

ing in hopes of getting the edge.

Still, some security analysts

say the U.S. is trailing its adver-

saries in its development of the

weapons. 

On Monday, the Russian De-

fense Ministry said it test-fired a

hypersonic “Tsirkon” missile

for the first time from a subma-

rine. 

In speeches, President Vladi-

mir Putin has touted Russia’s

advances in various hypersonic

systems as “invincible” weap-

onry.

The Pentagon has been in-

volved in developing hypersonic

weapons since the early 2000s. 

But at the time, the U.S. was

heavily involved in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan and funding for such

programs was relatively limit-

ed. That has changed in recent

years.

“This is due, in part, to ad-

vances in these technologies in

Russia and China, leading to a

heightened focus in the United

States on the strategic threat

posed by hypersonic flight,” a

July Congressional Research

Service report said.

Both China and Russia “have

conducted numerous successful

tests of hypersonic glide vehi-

cles and likely fielded an oper-

ational capability,” the report

said.

Army fields ‘Dark Eagle’ hypersonic prototype launchers 
BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes 



PAGE 2 • S T R I P E S L I T E • Sunday, October 10, 2021

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling

(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.

WASHINGTON — Ray Odier-

no, a retired Army general who

commanded American and coali-

tion forces in Iraq at the height of

the war and capped a 39-year ca-

reer by serving as the Army’s

chief of staff, has died, his family

said Saturday. He was 67.

“The general died after a brave

battle with cancer; his death was

not related to COVID,” a family

statement said. “There are no oth-

er details to share at this time. His

family is grateful for the concern

and asks for privacy.”

Odierno died Friday; the fam-

ily declined to say where. It said

funeral and interment informa-

tion was not yet available.

President Joe Biden lauded

Odierno as a “hero of great integ-

rity and honor.” In a joint state-

ment, the president and first lady

Jill Biden recalled that Odierno

spoke at the funeral of their son

Beau, who served under Odierno

in Iraq and died of brain cancer in

2015.

“Ray was a giant in military cir-

cles — dedicated first and always

to the service members he com-

manded and served alongside,”

the Bidens said, adding that

Odierno and his wife, Linda, were

advocates for military children

and families.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-

tin, who succeeded Odierno as the

top overall commander in Iraq in

2010, called him a confidant, a

friend and a powerful example.

“Ray was known for his loyalty

— to mission and to his people,”

Austin said in a statement. “He

cared deeply about the troops

who knew him as ‘General O,’ and

he and Linda looked after the

families of those troops as if they

were their own.”

Odierno served three tours in

Iraq. After his first, in 2003-04 as

commander of the 4th Infantry

Division, he was criticized by

some for overly aggressive tactics

that some believed fed an insur-

gency. At an early high water

mark, in December 2003, his sol-

diers were involved in the capture

of Iraq’s deposed president, Sad-

dam Hussein. That success gave

hope to quashing an emerging in-

surgency, but in 2004, the insur-

gency gained greater momentum

and led to the deadly rise of al-

Qaida in Iraq.

Odierno returned to Iraq in

2006 and served for two years as

commander of Multi-National

Corps-Iraq. In 2008, he took over

as the top overall American and

coalition commander in Bagh-

dad, leaving in 2010 as combat

was winding down and as Presi-

dent Barack Obama was adding

troops in Afghanistan.

General who led in Iraq dies of cancer at 67
Associated Press

A Navy nuclear engineer and

his wife have been charged with

repeatedly trying to pass se-

crets about U.S. nuclear subma-

rines to a foreign country, in an

alleged espionage plot discov-

ered by the FBI, according to

court documents. 

Authorities said Jonathan

Toebbe, who has a top-secret

clearance, “has passed, and

continues to pass, Restricted

Data as defined by the Atomic

Energy Act ... to a foreign gov-

ernment ... with the witting as-

sistance of his spouse, Diana

Toebbe,” according to a crimi-

nal complaint filed in West Vir-

ginia and unsealed Sunday.

The court papers say that in

December 2020, an FBI official

received a package that had

been sent to the foreign country

containing U.S. Navy docu-

ments, a letter and instructions

for how to conduct encrypted

communications with the per-

son offering the information.

The FBI then posed as spies

for the foreign country and be-

gan communicating with the

person, suggesting a meeting,

but the person said both options

were too risky, noting that they

were risking their life in offer-

ing the information to the for-

eign government.

Eventually, the undercover

FBI agent convinced Toebbe to

conduct a “dead drop” of infor-

mation in late June in West Vir-

ginia’s Jefferson County, ac-

cording to the charging papers.

His wife appeared to be “act-

ing as a lookout” when he drop-

ped off the material, according

to the court filing.

The FBI later recovered the

package Toebbe left behind,

and inside found a 16-gigabyte

data card containing details of

the design, operations and per-

formance of Virginia-class nu-

clear submarine reactors.

Toebbe and his wife were

charged with conspiracy to

communicate restricted data

and communication of restrict-

ed data.

Navy engineer, wife charged
in submarine espionage plot

The Washington Post

TOKYO — Hovering an F-35B

Lightning II over the JS Izumo in

the Pacific Ocean, a Marine

Corps test pilot pushed his control

stick forward and lowered the

stealth fighter onto the warship’s

deck. 

The Oct. 3 landing — the first

aboard a Japanese carrier by a

fixed-wing aircraft since World

War II — “felt identical” to those

on U.S. vessels, Lt. Col. Robert

Guyette told Stars and Stripes in a

phone interview Wednesday.

It’s a familiar feeling for

Guyette, 41, the executive officer

for Marine Fighter Attack Squad-

ron 242 at Marine Corps Air Sta-

tion Iwakuni. The Phoenix native

has flown all three variants of the

F-35 since transitioning from F/

A-18 Hornets in 2012.

“I did a lot of testing for the U.S.

ships,” he said of the short takeoff,

vertical landing F-35B. Pilots typ-

ically hover 40-70 feet above a

ship before touching down, ac-

cording to Guyette.

“It is surprisingly easy,” he said

of the steps needed to execute a

carrier landing in an F-35B.

Sailors from the USS America

amphibious assault ship were on

the Izumo’s deck helping guide

Guyette and his wingman, Maj.

Nicholas Dylan, as they landed

and launched their fighters once

each.

Conditions off the southeast

coast of the Japan on Sunday we-

ren’t particularly challenging,

Guyette said. There were no high

winds or sea swells.

“I’ve worked with the America

crew before in much more ag-

gressive environments, such as

rough sea and at night,” he said.

The focus of Sunday’s test was

on capturing data for the Japa-

nese, including the amount of

heat generated by the jet’s en-

gines on the Izumo’s deck.

There wasn’t a chance to go out

to tour the ship, Guyette added.

“My focus was on just execut-

ing my checklist and taxiing the

aircraft into the launch position,”

he said.

Pilot: Japan carrier landing
‘felt identical’ to US ships

BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes 
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ISLAMABAD — The Taliban

on Saturday ruled out coopera-

tion with the United States to con-

tain extremist groups in Afghan-

istan, staking out an uncompro-

mising position on a key issue

ahead of the first direct talks be-

tween the former foes since

America withdrew from the

country in August.

Senior Taliban officials and

U.S. representatives are meeting

this weekend in Doha, the capital

of Qatar. Officials from both sides

have said issues include reining

in extremist groups and the evac-

uation of foreign citizens and Af-

ghans from the country. The Tali-

ban have signaled flexibility on

evacuations.

Taliban political spokesman

Suhail Shaheen told The Associ-

ated Press, however, that there

would be no cooperation with

Washington on containing the in-

creasingly active Islamic State

group in Afghanistan. The ISIS

group operating in the country,

also known as ISIS-K, has taken

responsibility for a number of re-

cent attacks, including a suicide

bombing Friday that killed 46 mi-

nority Shiite Muslims and

wounded dozens as they prayed

in a mosque in the northern city of

Kunduz.

“We are able to tackle Daesh

independently,” Shaheen said,

when asked whether the Taliban

would work with the U.S. to con-

tain the Islamic State affiliate. He

used an Arabic acronym for

ISIS-K.

ISIS has carried out relentless

assaults on the country’s Shiites

since emerging in eastern Af-

ghanistan in 2014. It is also seen as

the terror group that poses the

greatest threat to the U.S. for its

potential to stage attacks on

American targets.

The weekend meetings in Do-

ha are the first since U.S. forces

withdrew from Afghanistan in

late August, ending a 20-year mil-

itary presence as the Taliban

overran the country. The U.S. has

made it clear the talks are not a

preamble to recognition.

The talks also come on the heels

of two days of difficult discussions

between Pakistani officials and

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State

Wendy Sherman in Islamabad

that focused on Afghanistan. Pa-

kistani officials urged the U.S. to

engage with Afghanistan’s new

rulers and release billions of dol-

lars in international funds to stave

off an economic meltdown. Pakis-

tan also had a message for the Ta-

liban, urging them to become

more inclusive and pay attention

to human rights and minority eth-

nic and religious groups.

Later on Saturday, Doha-based

Al-Jazeera English reported the

talks had kicked off. The news

outlet cited Ameer Khan Muttaqi,

the Taliban-appointed foreign

minister for Afghanistan, as say-

ing the Taliban had asked the U.S.

to lift its ban on the reserves of the

Afghan central bank.

Following Friday’s attack, Af-

ghanistan’s Shiite clerics assailed

the Taliban, demanding greater

protection at their places of wor-

ship. The ISIS-Kaffiliate claimed

responsibility and identified the

bomber as a Uyghur Muslim. The

claim said the attack targeted Shi-

ites and the Taliban for their pur-

ported willingness to expel Uygh-

urs to meet demands from China.

It was the deadliest attack since

U.S. and NATO troops left Af-

ghanistan on Aug. 30.

Michael Kugelman, deputy di-

rector of the Asia Program at the

U.S.-based Wilson Center, said

Friday’s attack could be a harbin-

ger of more violence. Most of the

Uyghur militants belong to the

East Turkestan Islamic Move-

ment, which has found a safe

haven in the border regions of Pa-

kistan and Afghanistan for dec-

ades.

“If the (ISIS-K) claim is true,

China’s concerns about terrorism

in (Afghanistan) — to which the

Taliban claims to be receptive —

will increase,” he tweeted follow-

ing the attack. 

Taliban: We won’t work with US on ISIS-K
Associated Press

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-

many — Hundreds of Afghans

left Ramstein Air Base late Satur-

day as flights to the U.S. resumed

following a three-week pause im-

posed after measles cases were

confirmed among evacuees.

“We really are excited to be fin-

ishing up this herculean effort,”

Ramstein installation command-

er Brig. Gen. Josh Olson told Stars

and Stripes. “It’s taken much

longer than expected but it’s an

awesome ending to what’s been

quite an effort, quite an opportu-

nity — the world’s largest airlift

for 124,000 people.”

Around 300 evacuees were on

board the specially chartered

Omni Air International flight that

left Ramstein, bound for Phila-

delphia. 

The plane and personnel who

loaded the evacuees’ luggage,

much of it packed in reusable

shopping bags, were provided by

the 521st Air Mobility Operations

wing, led by Col. Adrienne Wil-

liams. The 86th Airlift Wing, led

by Olson, fed, clothed and shel-

tered the evacuees for the weeks

they were in Germany.

“It’s awesome that we are able

to provide a pathway to a new life

of freedom and opportunity,”

Williams said as she and Olson

waited on the tarmac to say good-

bye to the first group of Afghans to

head to the U.S. again.

Officials at Ramstein expect to

fly around 1,000 evacuees a day to

the U.S. in the coming days,

meaning the roughly 9,000 Af-

ghans who have been housed in

hastily erected camps at Ram-

stein and nearby Rhine Ordnance

Barracks should all have left Ger-

many in a little over a week.

Flights carrying Afghans from
base in Germany to US resume

BY KARIN ZEITVOGEL

Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Twenty pal-

lets of extra donations originally

intended for Afghan refugees

went to two Catholic charities

instead in a giveaway by Naval

Air Station Sigonella and Italian

air force officials.

The donations were made

Thursday to an aid organization

and a soup kitchen in Acireale, a

commune of Catania, an NAS

Sigonella statement said.

Items donated included cloth-

ing, personal hygiene products

and toiletries for babies, said Lt.

Drake Greer, an NAS Sigonella

spokesman. 

Working with the Italian air

force and the Italian govern-

ment, NAS Sigonella served as a

transit site for evacuees prior to

their relocation as part of the

U.S. State Department’s Oper-

ation Allies Refuge.

“Today’s solidarity initiative

shows the full partnership be-

tween NAS Sigonella and the

Italian Air Force to reciprocate

the great generosity of the Sici-

lian community,” said Alberto

Lunetta, the external relations

director for NAS Sigonella. 

During the evacuations, NAS

Sigonella hosted 4,283 travelers

on 21 flights and provided lodg-

ing for 3,187 people at one time,

the base statement said. 

As of Sept. 16, 100 evacuees

remained at the base. Flights to

the United States from overseas

bases, which were halted for

weeks because of small num-

bers of measles cases found

among evacuees, were expect-

ed to resume over the Columbus

Day weekend.

Donation surplus at NAS
Sigonella goes to good use

BY ALISON BATH

Stars and Stripes
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German police confirmed Friday an in-

vestigation into an “alleged sonic attack”

targeting U.S. Embassy staff in Berlin, who

are among the roughly 200 cases of a myste-

rious illness reported by U.S. diplomats and

intelligence officers stationed around the

world.

As of August, at least two U.S. govern-

ment employees based in Germany have

logged symptoms like dizziness, nausea and

severe headaches, according to numerous

media reports. These are among the signs

of “Havana Syndrome,” an affliction

named after the Cuban capital where such

cases were first reported.

The U.S. Embassy in Berlin could not im-

mediately be reached for comment early

Saturday. A State Department spokesman

declined to discuss specific cases, but said

that various government agencies were

“actively working to identify the cause of

these incidents and whether they may be at-

tributed to a foreign actor” and that the De-

partment “is focused on providing care for

those affected.”

Berlin police did not release further in-

formation about their probe.

Cases of Havana Syndrome have been re-

ported everywhere from Russia to China to

Colombia to Uzbekistan and even the Unit-

ed States itself. Two cases were reported in

the Washington area, and in July, Austrian

authorities said they were working with

American officials to investigate around 20

cases among U.S. Embassy staff in Vienna,

reportedly the largest hotbed outside Cuba.

Havana Syndrome encompasses a wide

range of physical and cognitive symptoms,

some as severe as extensive memory laps-

es. In the brain scans of some embassy staff

in Cuba, tissue damage resembled those

seen after bomb explosions or car acci-

dents.

Since its emergence five years ago, the

condition has confounded medical experts.

Government officials refer to potential

cases as “anomalous health incidents.”

Germany probing a possible
sonic attack on US Embassy

The Washington Post 

TAIPEI, Taiwan — Taiwan’s president

on Sunday vowed to defend the island from

China’s rising pressure for reunification, af-

ter a week of unprecedented tensions with

Beijing.

Speaking at the island’s National Day cel-

ebrations, a rare show of Taiwanese de-

fense capabilities in the annual parade un-

derlined Tsai Ing-wen’s promise to resist

Chinese military threats.

“We will do our utmost to prevent the sta-

tus quo from being unilaterally altered,”

President Tsai said.

“We will continue to bolster our national

defense and demonstrate our determina-

tion to defend ourselves in order to ensure

that nobody can force Taiwan to take the

path China has laid out for us,” the Taiwa-

nese leader added.

China has claimed Taiwan as part of its

national territory, although the island has

been self-ruled since it split from the com-

munist-ruled mainland in 1949 after a long

civil war.

Tsai emphasized the island’s vibrant de-

mocracy in contrast with Beijing’s deeply

authoritarian, single-party Communist

state.

“The path that China has laid out offers

neither a free and democratic way of life for

Taiwan, nor sovereignty for our 23 million

people,” Tsai said.

Surveys have showed that the Taiwanese

overwhelmingly favor their current de fac-

to independent state and strongly reject uni-

fication with China, which has vowed to

bring the island under its control, by mili-

tary force if necessary.

Tsai rarely singles out China in her public

speeches, but in this speech acknowledged

the increasing tensions that Taiwan faces as

Chinese military harassment intensified in

the past year. Since September of last year,

China has flown fighter jets more than 800

times toward Taiwan.

Since last Friday, China has sent a record-

breaking number of fighter jets toward in-

ternational airspace close to Taiwan.

The island has strengthened its unofficial

ties with countries like Japan, Australia and

the United States in the face of these per-

ceived threats.

“But the more we achieve, the greater the

pressure we face from China,” Tsai said in

her speech.

Taiwan rejects
China’s call for
reunification

Associated Press

Monday’s federal holiday dedicated to

Christopher Columbus is highlighting the

ongoing divide between those who view the

explorer as a representative of Italian

American history and others horrified by an

annual tribute that ignores native people

whose lives and culture were forever

changed by colonialism.

Spurred by national calls for racial equi-

ty, communities across the United States

took a deeper look at Columbus’ legacy in

recent years — pairing or replacing it with

Indigenous Peoples Day.

On Friday, President Joe Biden issued

the first presidential proclamation of “In-

digenous Peoples’ Day,” the most signifi-

cant boost yet to efforts to refocus the feder-

al holiday celebrating Columbus.

But activists, including members of Na-

tive American tribes, said ending the formal

holiday in Columbus’ name has been sty-

mied by politicians and organizations focus-

ing on Italian American heritage.

“The opposition has tried to paint Colum-

bus as a benevolent man, similar to how

white supremacists have painted Robert E.

Lee,” Les Begay, Diné Nation member and

co-founder of the Indigenous Peoples’ Day

Coalition of Illinois, said, referring to the

Civil War general who led the Confederate

Army. 

Columbus’ arrival began centuries of ex-

ploration and colonization by European na-

tions, bringing violence, disease and other

suffering to native people already living in

the Western Hemisphere.

Some feel a split day causes further harm.

Activists plan a small protest outside the

Robert V. Denney Federal Building, calling

for an outright end to the holiday in Colum-

bus’ name at all levels of government.

“It’s patently absurd to honor Indigenous

people and the man who tortured and mur-

dered their ancestors,” said Jackson Mere-

dith, an organizer. “As far as we’re con-

cerned, we’re going to keep protesting it un-

til Columbus Day is abolished.”

Legacies of Columbus and
native people still at odds

Associated Press
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Agents seize disguised

gold at airport

FL
FORT LAUDER-

DALE — U.S. Cus-

toms and Border Protection

found nearly six pounds of gold

that was painted black being

smuggled into a Florida airport.

The undeclared gold was dis-

guised as belt buckles, bracelets

and keychains and is valued at

about $170,000, officials said. It

was found at Fort Lauderdale-

Hollywood International Air-

port.

“Gold is one of the top ten

items smuggled globally, either

to evade import duties or to

launder the illicit profits of

Transnational Criminal Organi-

zations,” Stephen Balog, the

agency’s acting Fort Lauder-

dale port director, said in a news

release.

The passenger with the black

painted gold was arriving from

Colombia.

Push to drop creek’s

racist name progresses

IL
DEPUE — Efforts to

change the roughly 200-

year-old racist name of a creek

in northern Illinois have gained

traction. 

An 11-mile waterway in the

DePue area was named Negro

Creek after the DePue area’s

first Black settler built a cabin

at the mouth of the creek in

1829, according to the The (Peo-

ria) Journal Star.

Former resident Amy Urban-

owski is among those pushing

for the name change. She has re-

ceived support from the Bureau

County Board and a local

NAACP branch. She sent the de-

tails to the U.S. Board on Geo-

graphic Names, which ap-

proves such changes. In the

coming weeks, the agency will

consider changing the name to

Adams, the surname of the

Black pioneer. Records of a first

name haven’t been located. 

“Changing the name of the

creek is important,” she said,

“because it’s good to reflect on

how the names of towns and vil-

lages are all historically and re-

spectively named after people,

not their race.”

State police helicopter

crash-lands, pilot hurt

LA
GONZALES — A

Louisiana State Po-

lice pilot suffered minor inju-

ries when his helicopter crash-

landed near Baton Rouge, the

agency said.

A mechanical failure appar-

ently forced an emergency pro-

cedure to get the 1986 Bell 206

B-3 helicopter to the ground, Lt.

Melissa Matey said in a news re-

lease.

She said the helicopter was

significantly damaged in the ac-

cident at the South Louisiana

Regional Airport, which is

about 15 miles southeast of Ba-

ton Rouge in Gonzales. 

State will streamline

assisted death law

CA
SACRAMENTO —

California will

streamline and extend its assist-

ed death law under a bill signed

by Gov. Gavin Newsom that re-

duces the time until terminal

patients can choose to be given

fatal drugs.

Starting Jan. 1, the waiting pe-

riod required between the time

a patient makes separate oral

requests for medication will

drop to 48 hours, down from the

current minimum 15 days. Ear-

lier this year, New Mexico also

reduced its waiting period to 48

hours.

The California legislation also

eliminates the requirement that

patients make a final written at-

testation within 48 hours of tak-

ing the medication. 

Woman sent to prison

for Social Security fraud

NC
NEW BERN — A

federal judge has

sentenced a North Carolina

woman to more than five years

in prison for using her Social Se-

curity Administration position

to direct benefits into nine sep-

arate bank accounts that she

had access to. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Office in

New Bern said Stephanie Cha-

vis, 45, of Saint Pauls, was also

ordered to pay almost $761,000

in restitution.

Prosecutors said Chavis used

her credentials as an operations

supervisor at the Fayetteville

office of the Social Security Ad-

ministration to access the ac-

counts of more than 60 people

and used the information to gen-

erate fraudulent payment re-

quests.

3 convicted in woman’s

death cleared on DNA

WV
HUNTINGTON —

Three men who

were convicted of killing a wom-

an in West Virginia 19 years ago

were cleared of charges in the

case after new DNA evidence

was presented.

Special Prosecutor Thomas

Plymale dismissed all charges

against brothers Philip and

Nathaniel Barnett and Justin

Black, The Herald-Dispatch of

Huntington reported.

Deanna Crawford, 21, was

found beaten and strangled

Aug. 8, 2002, in a secluded area

of Cabell County, but her death

went unsolved. Five years later,

Brian Dement gave police con-

flicting statements implicating

himself and the other three men

during an interrogation in an-

other case.

Black went to court in 2016 to

ask for additional DNA testing.

That testing indicated another

man was at the scene, as his

DNA was found on a cigarette

butt and in semen, but the man

denied ever being to the area

where Crawford was found.

Plymale said the man, who

has not been charged in Craw-

ford’s death, will likely not face

prosecution.

City residents are urged

to use bottled water

MI
DETROIT — Michi-

gan urged residents

of Benton Harbor to use only

bottled water for cooking and

drinking, a major shift in re-

sponse to the city’s elevated lev-

els of lead.

The state recently said it

would distribute free water and

filters in the southwestern Mi-

chigan city. But federal regula-

tors now are reviewing how ef-

fective the filters are in remov-

ing lead from water at certain

levels, according to the health

department.

The state said more than

15,000 cases of water will be de-

livered in coming days to the

predominantly Black and most-

ly low income community.

She didn’t know how long it

would take. Filters so far have

been given to more than 2,600

homes, the department said. 

— From wire services
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The last time the No. 1 team in the country

lost to an unranked team was 2008.

The last time Alabama lost to an unranked

team was 2007.

Texas A&M snapped both those streaks

and brought true chaos to this college foot-

ball season.

The Aggies dragged a two-game losing

streak into Kyle Field on Saturday night,

looking like one of the most disappointing

teams in the country.

Then Texas A&M beat the mighty Crim-

son Tide, scoring almost as many points in a

walk-off victory (41) as the Aggies had in

three previous games (42) against Power

Five opponents.

“We knew the last two weeks that we

didn’t play to the best of our ability,” A&M

defensive back Antonio Johnson told report-

ers. “We knew this week was an opportuni-

ty.”

A&M’s upset, the biggest victory of Jimbo

Fisher’s tenure in College Station and the

first over Nick Saban by one of his former as-

sistants in 25 tries, capped yet another thrill-

ing Saturday in a season that is trying hard to

make up for the pandemic-plagued mess of

2020.

Saturday afternoon featured back-and-

forth offensive outburst between ranked

teams in the Big 12 (Oklahoma-Texas) and

Southeastern Conference (Arkansas-Missis-

sippi), and a top-five slugest (Penn State-Io-

wa) in the Big Ten.

At night, No. 14 Notre Dame and No. 9 Mi-

chigan needed late field goals to win from be-

hind before Texas A&M topped them all with

a stunning upset.

Over the last two weeks, 10 teams ranked

in the top 15 have lost, including seven in the

top 10.

A 2021 season that so many fans feared

would be long march to the same old, same

old, with super teams turning the College

Football Playoff race into a foregone conclu-

sion, has now gone full tilt.

Defending national champion Alabama

succumbed to a shaky defense and an of-

fense that misfired at the most inopportune

times. And the Tide was taken down by a

backup quarterback. 

A&M’s Zach Calzada came in to the game

with five touchdown passes and four inter-

ceptions since taking over for the injured

Haynes King in Week 2, and then threw

three TDs with one pick against ’Bama.

All shook up

Toss the Tide on the pile of title contenders

whose championship hopes have already

taken a hit. A playoff without Alabama, Ohio

State and Clemson is a very real possibility.

When the new AP college football poll

comes out on Sunday, the top three could ve-

ry well look like this: 

No. 1 Georgia

No. 2 Iowa

No. 3 Cincinnati.

Depth charge

At a time when quarterback depth has

never been harder to accumulate in college

football, several of the biggest games of

Week 6 were decided by backup signal-call-

ers.

No. 6 Oklahoma remained unbeaten be-

hind freshman Caleb Williams, who rallied

the Sooners from three scores down in the

second half against No. 21 Texas.

The highest-scoring game between the

Red River rivals might have birthed a new

star and relegated preseason Heisman Tro-

phy hopeful Spencer Rattler to second

string.

In Iowa City, No. 4 Penn State controlled

the first half against the third-ranked Haw-

keyes, but lost quarterback Sean Clifford to

an undisclosed injury for the entire second

half and couldn’t hold on without him.

Notre Dame started Jack Coan, switched

to Tyler Buchner, and then went back to

Coan after Buchner was hurt to rally for a

win at Virginia Tech.

And, of course, Calzada, who led two late

scoring drives against Alabama.

Oklahoma’s saga seems like something we

have never seen before in college football.

Rattler came into the season as the pre-

sumptive Heisman favorite, a prospective

first-round NFL draft pick and one of the

most marketable players in the country in

this first season that college athletes can be

paid endorsers.

Top teams taking a big tumble early
Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The

last thing No. 24 SMU needed

was to fall too far behind

against a methodical Navy

team.

The moment the Mustangs

seemed like they might be in

trouble, Bryan Massey turned

the game around with a kickoff

return for a touchdown.

“I thought that gave us a little

bit of momentum back,” SMU

coach Sonny Dykes said. “The

thing I was most proud of our

guys about doing, they just kept

their head down, never looked

at the scoreboard. We talk to

them all the time about doing

that.”

Tanner Mordecai threw for

324 yards and two touchdowns,

and the Mustangs rallied from

a 14-point second-quarter def-

icit to beat the Midshipmen 31-

24 on Saturday. Massey’s re-

turn began the comeback, and

SMU’s defense held firm for

most of the second half.

The Mustangs (6-0, 2-0 AAC)

had the game tied by halftime

and went up 31-24 on a 22-yard

TD pass from Mordecai to Jor-

dan Kerley with 8:19 remain-

ing. Navy then turned the ball

over on downs twice.

“That was heartbreaking for

our young men and the pro-

gram to play the 24th-ranked

team here and be up 21-7,”

Midshipmen coach Ken Niu-

matalolo said. “We were feel-

ing pretty good about where we

were.”

Mordecai threw a 66-yarder

to Reggie Roberson on fourth-

and-1 to open the scoring, but

Navy (1-4, 1-2) answered with

the next 21 points.

Chance Warren tied the

game with a 23-yard scoring

run, then Tai Lavatai threw the

first touchdown pass of the sea-

son for the Midshipmen, 37

yards to Kai Puailoa-Rojas on a

flea-flicker.

Two turnovers in the second

quarter helped Navy. Morde-

cai was intercepted in the end

zone to stop a scoring threat,

and Diego Fagot returned a

fumble 20 yards for a touch-

down and a 21-7 lead.

The Midshipmen never had

a chance to get comfortable,

though. After Massey’s return,

Tre Siggers scored on a 2-yard

run to tie it with 1:54 left in the

half.

Air Force 24, Wyoming 14:

Brad Roberts had 33 carries

for 140 yards and a touchdown

to lead the host Falcons.

Haaziq Daniels finished 7-

for-10 passing for 110 yards, in-

cluding a 13-yard touchdown to

Micah Davis that gave Air

Force (5-1, 2-1 Mountain West)

the lead for good at 21-14 with

5:46 left in the third quarter.

Navy stalls, can’t finish upset of No. 24 SMU
Associated Press
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LAS VEGAS — After three fights featur-

ing nine combined knockdowns and a wealth

of unforgettable moments, Tyson Fury final-

ly ended his epic heavyweight rivalry with

Deontay Wilder with one last valedictory

punch.

Fury got up from the canvas twice in the

fourth round and eventually stopped Wilder

with a devastating right hand in the 11th

round, retaining his WBC title Saturday

night in the thrilling conclusion to a super-

lative boxing trilogy.

Fury (31-0-1, 22 KOs) finished Wilder for

the second straight time in their three bouts,

but only after a back-and-forth event featur-

ing five combined knockdowns and several

apparent moments of imminent defeat for

both men. Wilder ultimately ended up face-

down on the canvas at 1:10 of the 11th round

after a chopping right hook fired from high

in the air by the 6-foot-9 Fury.

“It was a great fight,” said Fury, the sport’s

lineal heavyweight champion and a former

unified world champ. “It was worthy of any

trilogy in the history of the sport. He’s a top

fighter, and he gave me a real (test) tonight.”

Wilder (42-2-1) was knocked down in the

third round and appeared to be on his way

out, but he improbably rallied to knock down

Fury twice in the final minutes of the fourth.

The British champion was profoundly shak-

en, but he also gathered himself and fought

on.

“He caught me twice in the fourth round,

but I was never thinking, ‘Oh, this is over,’ ”

Fury said. “He shook me, put me down, but

that’s boxing, and that’s life as well. It’s not

how many times you get knocked down.

You’ve got to keep fighting and keep moving

forward.”

Fury knocked down Wilder again with a

concussive right hand midway through the

10th, but Wilder recovered and even stunned

Fury in the final seconds of the round.

Fury persevered — and after the referee

jumped in to wave it off in the 11th, Fury

climbed onto the ropes in weary celebration

before a frenzied crowd of 15,820 at T-Mo-

bile Arena on the south end of the Las Vegas

Strip.

Fury then broke into a rendition of “Walk-

ing in Memphis,” in keeping with his post-

fight tradition of serenading his crowds.

“I haven’t seen the actual knockout to-

night, but I felt it,” Fury said. “I hit him with a

solid, crunching right hook to the temple,

and shots like that, they end careers. He defi-

nitely took some punishment, so we’ll see

what he can do in the future.”

Wilder absorbed enormous punishment

and appeared to be physically drained for

much of the bout, but the veteran American

champ showed his toughness while still

throwing power shots on weary legs. Fury

landed 150 total punches to Wilder’s 72, with

Fury connecting 52 times in the final three

rounds alone.

The fight likely concluded one of the most

memorable rivalries in recent boxing histo-

ry — a trilogy defined by two remarkable

displays of pugilistic tenacity. Fury said the

rivalry is “done now, done for good.”

Any three-fight series is a rarity in the

fractured modern sport, but Fury and Wil-

der brought out the best in each other

through a rivalry spanning nearly three cal-

endar years.

They met first in late 2018 in downtown

Los Angeles, where Wilder knocked down

Fury twice in the late rounds of an excellent

fight otherwise controlled by Fury. The sec-

ond knockdown in the 12th round left Fury

flat on his back and motionless while Wilder

celebrated, but Fury improbably rose and

reached the bell in a bout judged a split draw.

The second fight was in Las Vegas in Feb-

ruary 2020, and Fury’s dominance was

much clearer. The British champ battered

Wilder until the seventh round, when Wil-

der’s corner threw in the towel on a one-sid-

ed victory and Fury claimed Wilder’s WBC

belt.

Fury stops Wilder in 11th in thriller
Associated Press

LONDON — Matt Ryan

threw for 342 yards and two

touchdowns and the Atlanta

Falcons held on and closed out

the New York Jets in a 27-20

victory Sunday in the NFL’s re-

turn to London.

The Falcons (2-3) built a 20-3

halftime lead and eventually

grounded out the victory de-

spite allowing the Jets to stick

around by losing two fumbles.

But Zach Wilson and New

York had trouble moving the

ball, which has been the story

of the season for the rookie

quarterback. He finished 19-

for-32 for 192 yards and no

touchdowns with one intercep-

tion.

Atlanta rookie tight end Kyle

Pitts, taken two spots after Wil-

son at No. 4 overall in the draft,

had his best game with nine re-

ceptions for 119 yards and his

first touchdown.

Ryan completed 33 of 45 pas-

ses with no interceptions.

The Jets (1-4) battled back in

the second half with rushing

TDs from Ty Johnson and Mi-

chael Carter, but couldn’t pull

off the comeback.

Carter’s 2-yard run and Ja-

mison Crowder’s catch on the

2-point conversion trimmed

the Falcons’ lead to 20-17 with

6:55 remaining.

The team then finally found

the dagger drive it has been

missing, driving 75 yards on

nine plays, ending with Mike

Davis’ 3-yard run. On second-

and-goal, Davis took the hand-

off, spun and got a collective

push from his offensive line-

men to get into the end zone to

extend the lead to 27-17 with

2:19 to play.

The scoring drive included a

39-yard reception by Pitts, fol-

lowed by Olamide Zaccheaus’

15-yard catch and dive for a

first down to New York 24 on

third-and-13.

Matt Ammendola’s 49-yard

field goal made it 27-20, but the

Jets’ onside kick was reco-

vered by receiver Olamide

Zaccheaus — sealing Atlanta’s

victory.

Cordarrelle Patterson con-

tinued doing a little of every-

thing for the Falcons. The run-

ning back/wide receiver/kick

returner had seven receptions

for 60 yards and ran for 54

yards on 14 carries.

After Patterson’s 17-yard re-

ception to the Jets 2 in the first

quarter, Atlanta got a mis-

match with defensive end John

Franklin-Myers covering Pitts

on first-and-goal. Ryan hit Pitts

near the back right corner of

the end zone to make it 10-0.

London stalling
London hasn’t been kind to

rookie quarterbacks. With Wil-

son’s loss, they are 0-5 in the

English capital since the NFL

started staging regular-season

games here in 2007.

It was the second London

game for both teams, but their

first at Tottenham. 

The NFL will hold another

game at Tottenham next Sun-

day when the Jacksonville Jag-

uars face the Miami Dolphins.

Ryan, Pitts lead Falcons past Jets in London
Associated Press
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SAN FRANCISCO — With

some mighty swings, solid

pitching and defensive gems

that have defined the Dodgers’

success the past decade, the de-

fending World Series cham-

pions are headed home in prime

playoff position having grabbed

momentum away from the divi-

sion-winning Giants.

Fittingly, this NL Division Se-

ries between rivals has become

a back-and-forth fight.

Julio Urías shut down San

Francisco and contributed an

RBI single for his cause, Cody

Bellinger and AJ Pollock deliv-

ered two-run doubles to break it

open in the sixth, and Los An-

geles pounded the Giants 9-2 on

Saturday night to even the se-

ries between baseball’s two win-

ningest teams at one game

apiece.

Dodgers manager Dave Ro-

berts declared earlier in the day,

“We’re going to play this game

essentially like a do or die,” and

the reigning champs did just

that by continuing to add on all

game, including Will Smith’s

leadoff homer in the eighth.

Now, NL West runner-up Los

Angeles — second place despite

106 wins to San Francisco’s 107

— is going to Chavez Ravine

with a chance to ride this win

and hand ace Max Scherzer the

ball next.

“It’s a good feeling,” Roberts

said. “It’s interesting how the

narrative changes from game to

game. Right now, it’s a three-

game series, we have home-

field advantage and we have

Max on the mound. I like where

we’re at.”

The best-of-five set shifts to

Dodger Stadium for Game 3 on

Monday night all square, hardly

a surprise considering how

close these clubs played for

months. The Giants edged Los

Angeles for the division on the

final day and took the season se-

ries 10-9 but were outscored

overall 80-78.

“It’s great to win one on the

road,” Dodgers star Mookie

Betts said. “Julio pitched a great

game. Any type of atmosphere

like this, he’s going to come

ready to pitch.”

Urías hit an RBI single in the

second to give Los Angeles the

lead, and Betts followed with a

run-scoring single. 

And those “Let’s go, Giants!”

chants were suddenly compet-

ing against the fired-up Los An-

geles faithful’s “Let’s go, Dodg-

ers!” in a boisterous, largely or-

ange sellout crowd of 42,275.

“It was exciting to get the

team going, I think they fed off

that,” Urías said through an in-

terpreter.

San Francisco answered right

back in the bottom half when

Urías walked Wilmer Flores

leading off and gave up Brandon

Crawford’s single. Flores ad-

vanced on Evan Longoria’s deep

flyball to center and scored on a

sacrifice fly by Donovan Solano.

Urías hardly looked rattled.

Leading up to his start, the 25-

year-old lefty stressed how fac-

ing these Giants would take an

immense focus — and the 20-

game winner sure looked the

part from first pitch in outduel-

ing San Francisco All-Star right-

hander Kevin Gausman.

Urías went unbeaten in his fi-

nal 17 regular-season starts

since June 21, going 11-0 during

that stretch that included a Sept.

4 victory here at raucous Oracle

Park. He struck out five and

walked one over five innings

Saturday, giving up one run on

three hits.

“I’ve never seen him not hav-

ing his stuff. He always has it,”

Giants infielder Wilmer Flores

said.

Gausman, furiously chomp-

ing his bubble gum, had a tough

act to follow after a gem by Lo-

gan Webb in his postseason de-

but a night earlier, when the

right-hander and a pair of re-

lievers held the slugging Dodg-

ers to five hits in a 4-0 victory.

Artful Dodger: Urías hits, pitches team past Giants
Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Max Fried says his

strategy in pressure situations is to avoid

making too much of the moment.

The approach that worked so well for the

Atlanta Braves left-hander in the regular

season also is paying dividends in the play-

offs.

Fried pitched six sharp innings and Atlan-

ta’s bullpen held on after manager Brian

Snitker’s quick hook, sending the Braves

over the Milwaukee Brewers 3-0 Saturday to

tie their NL Division Series at a game apiece.

The best-of-five series heads to Atlanta for

Game 3 on Monday.

“He was phenomenal — all you could ask

for,” said the Braves’ Austin Riley, who

homered in the sixth inning. “He came out,

pounded the zone. He’s been doing that since

the All-Star break.”

Once Fried was pulled, it got more dicey

for Atlanta.

The Brewers brought the tying run to the

plate against the Braves bullpen in each of

the last three innings but couldn’t get a key

hit. They couldn’t do much of anything

against Fried, who has allowed just one

earned run over 29 innings in his last four

starts.

Fried struck out nine, gave up three hits

and didn’t walk anybody. Milwaukee didn’t

get a runner in scoring position until Willy

Adames hit a two-out double in the sixth, and

Fried responded by striking out Eduardo Es-

cobar.

“He’s just a really good pitcher, executing

a lot of pitches,” Brewers manager Craig

Counsell said. “It spells a tough night for the

offense.”

Fried went 7-0 with a 1.46 ERA over his

last 11 regular-season starts while pitching

his best down the stretch.

He produced arguably Atlanta’s biggest

pitching performance of the regular season

Sept. 25. The Braves had lost to San Diego

earlier that day in the resumption of a sus-

pended game. Hours later, Fried threw a

three-hit shutout to stabilize the team’s divi-

sion lead.

Fried delivered again Saturday as Atlanta

bounced back from a 2-1 loss in Game 1.

“You just try to focus and realize that this

is the same game we’ve been playing all

year,” Fried said. “The stakes might be a lit-

tle bit higher, but you go out there and make

the pitch that you’re supposed to make,

that’s going to trump all.”

This was the second straight exceptional

outing by a Braves starter in a series that has

been dominated by pitching.

Atlanta’s Charlie Morton held Milwaukee

scoreless through six innings Friday, but al-

lowed a two-run homer to Rowdy Tellez in

the seventh inning on his 85th and final pitch.

Snitker made sure Fried didn’t get that far.

Fried had thrown 81 pitches when he was

pulled for a pinch-hitter in the top of the sev-

enth.

“He bled it out there in the sixth,” Snitker

said. “He went through the meat of their li-

neup and expended what I felt was a lot of en-

ergy right there, in a real big moment in play-

off baseball. Charlie’s been through this 100

times. Max is just cutting his teeth with all

this.”

Braves blank Brewers, even series
Associated Press 
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