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Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— The USS Nimitz Carrier Strike Group 
became the third carrier group operating 
in the Pacific when it sailed into the region 
on Wednesday.

The 3rd Fleet’s Nimitz group, which in-
cludes Carrier Air Wing 11 and Destroyer 
Squadron 9, recently wrapped up opera-
tions in the Middle East, where it has been 
attacking Islamic State targets as part of 
Operation Inherent Resolve. 

The group will make a port visit to an 
unspecified location before heading to its 
homeport of Bremerton, Wash., a Navy 
statement said.

Some have speculated that the presence 
of three carrier groups in the Pacific is a 
direct response to North Korean aggres-

sion. However, Navy officials told Stars 
and Stripes on Thursday the timing is just 
a coincidence.

“U.S. Navy Carrier Strike Groups rou-
tinely deploy to the Western Pacific and the 
Indian Ocean,” said 7th Fleet spokesman 
Lt. Paul Newell. “These deployments are 
part of a previously planned deployment 
cycle, and it is not uncommon for incoming 
and outgoing carrier strike group transit 
timing to overlap as one begins a deploy-
ment the other concludes.”

The Nimitz’s sister carrier, the USS 
Theodore Roosevelt, arrived in the Pacific 
with its strike group on Monday. The group 
is on a regularly scheduled deployment to 
the Pacific and the Middle East, the Navy 
said.

The Roosevelt, also part of the Navy’s 
3rd Fleet and homeported in San Diego, 
Calif., likely will take over missions previ-

ously conducted by the Nimitz.
“USS Theodore Roosevelt is prepared 

to carry out the full spectrum of possible 
missions, from humanitarian relief to com-
bat operations,” the ship’s commander, 
Capt. Carlos Sardiello, said in a statement. 
“When a carrier leaves on deployment, we 
have to be ready for anything.”

Meanwhile, the 7th Fleet’s USS Ronald 
Reagan Strike Group stopped in Busan, 
South Korea, on Saturday after a week 
of drills in nearby waters. The Yokosuka, 
Japan-based carrier’s port call comes at a 
time of heightened rhetoric between North 
Korea and Washington over the commu-
nist state’s missile tests and nuclear weap-
ons program. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Marcus Fichtl contrib-
uted to this report. 

3 carrier strike groups operating in Pacific

Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The top U.S. general 
in Iraq says the fallout from last month’s 
Kurdish vote for independence is diverting 
resources away from the war on Islamic 
State just as the coalition is on the verge of 
defeating the extremists.

U.S.-backed Iraqi and Kurdish forces, 
who together have driven ISIS out of most 
of the country, are locked in an increasing-
ly tense standoff. Low-level clashes have 
broken out as federal forces have driven 
the Kurds from disputed areas, and on 
Thursday, Iraq’s prime minister rejected a 
Kurdish offer to “freeze” the referendum, 
an apparent attempt by the Kurds to save 
face.

“We don’t need Iraqis killing Iraqis when 
we’ve got Daesh to kill out in the west,” Lt. 
Gen. Paul Funk told The Associated Press, 
using another acronym for ISIS, which still 
controls territory straddling Iraq’s western 
border with Syria.

Clashes broke out earlier this month 
when federal forces retook the disputed 
city of Kirkuk and other areas outside 
the autonomous Kurdish region that the 
Kurds had seized when ISIS swept across 
the country in 2014. Most of the Kurdish 

forces withdrew without a fight, but ten-
sions remain.

On Thursday, Iraqi Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi rejected a Kurdish offer to 
“freeze” the results of the referendum, in 
which 90 percent voted to redraw the map.

Iraq’s government has demanded the 
annulment of the vote and the transfer of 
border control and other infrastructure to 
federal forces.

The dispute has laid bare longstanding 
rifts in the coalition assembled to fight 
ISIS that could complicate efforts to flush 
the extremists out of their last strong-
holds or to create an opening for them to 
re-emerge.

Funk said he would have preferred to 
spend recent weeks focused entirely on 
preparations for an operation launched 
Thursday to drive ISIS from its last pock-
ets in the western Anbar province. But in 
addition to supervising that operation, he 
has been shuttling between the command-
ers of Iraq’s various security forces act-
ing as a mediator in the dispute with the 
Kurds.

The troop movements and low-level 
skirmishes also are stretching the U.S.-led 
coalition’s intelligence and surveillance re-

sources. Drones previously used to monitor 
the fight against ISIS have been diverted 
to watch flash points in the disputed terri-
tories, and the scattered clashes have im-
peded the movement of coalition vehicles 
and equipment.

Both the U.S.-led coalition and Iran 
rushed weapons and trainers to Iraqi and 
Kurdish forces in 2014 to fight ISIS. But 
the various forces involved, including 
state-sanctioned, mostly Shiite militias 
backed by Tehran, were never brought 
under a unified command. Instead of try-
ing to integrate Kurdish forces, known as 
the peshmerga, into Iraq’s military, coali-
tion commanders divided the battlefield 
during the various campaigns.  

“There should have been an equal focus 
on the military goal of defeating ISIS and 
keeping Iraq’s military institutions under 
a unified chain of command,” said Maria 
Fantappie, a senior Iraq analyst at the In-
ternational Crisis Group. “But there was 
less regard (from the international com-
munity) for how this process of arming 
different factions in Iraq could also under-
mine the political stability in the aftermath 
of ISIS.” 

US general: Discord in Iraq diverts from ISIS fight
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BY NIKKI WENTLING
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Ten years 
ago, when journalist David 
Finkel approached Army Staff 
Sgt. Adam Schumann on his 
last day in Iraq, Schumann 
didn’t anticipate his life would 
be chronicled in two books, and 
he couldn’t imagine the story 
would play out in a major mo-
tion picture. But that’s what 
happened.

“Thank You for Your Ser-
vice” — written and directed 
by “American Sniper” screen-
writer Jason Hall — depicts 
Schumann (played by Miles 
Teller) and other, real-life sol-
diers with the 1st Infantry 
Division. The movie, opening 
Friday, portrays their struggles 
with traumatic brain injury, 
post-traumatic stress disor-
der, depression and suicidal 
thoughts following their return 
from Iraq to Fort Riley, Kan. 

At first, Schumann didn’t 
want to speak with Finkel, he 
said. He felt a similar uncer-
tainty when Hall brought him 
the idea of a movie based on 
one of Finkel’s books.

“I was so hesitant,” Schumann 
said. “But part of me was like, 
‘If I can get this out there — if I 
can open up — maybe someone 
will go get help. Someone could 
read this or their spouse could 
and maybe they’d get help and 
maybe they wouldn’t commit 
suicide.’ ”

Hall wanted the movie to 
start a conversation about men-
tal health care for veterans, 
but he mostly hopes to give the 
public a better understanding 
of veterans’ experiences, he 
said. 

“As a society I hope we can 
come to understand the impact 
of the experiences these guys 
had and how it continues to re-
verberate through their lives,” 
Hall said. “It’s a heavy load 
we’re asking them to carry. 
They come home and we don’t 
unburden them of it; we just 
thank them for carrying it. And 

it’s time we took some of that 
and carried it alongside them.”

 Schumann was on his third 
deployment in 2007 when he 
was diagnosed with post-trau-
matic stress disorder and sent 
home. At the time, he felt re-
sponsible for the death of Sgt. 
1st Class James Doster, who 
had taken Schumann’s place 
on a mission the day he was 
killed.

The movie follows 
Schumann’s challenges rein-
tegrating into the role of hus-
band of father, and the barriers 
— emotional and bureaucratic 
— that prevented him from get-
ting mental health care.

Other soldiers in the movie 
also struggled. 

Tausolo Aieti, played by actor 
Beulah Koale, experienced 
flashbacks to the day his Hum-
vee was hit by a bomb and was 
depicted in the movie using ec-
stasy to self-medicate.

Scenes set at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs hospital in 
Topeka, Kan., attempted to il-
lustrate past and ongoing is-
sues with mental health care 
access within the VA system. 
Their treatment was delayed 
by red tape, and in one scene, a 
mental health professional saw 
Aieti over her lunch break.

VA officials, including Secre-
tary David Shulkin, screened 
the movie. Shulkin mentioned 
it briefly Tuesday during his 
testimony before the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs in response to a question 
about increasing suicide-pre-
vention efforts for service-
members transitioning out of 
the military.

Shulkin said the movie 
adeptly highlighted the months 
after leaving the military as 
high-risk, and he promised 
new initiatives to reach those 
servicemembers.

“That’s what we’re trying to 
address,” Shulkin said.

Heather Kelly, director of 
military and veterans health 
policy with the American Psy-
chological Association, said 

many people would be able to 
recognize some of the experi-
ences the movie depicts, includ-
ing irritability, aggression and 
feelings of guilt and isolation. 

Like Schumann, she’s hope-
ful it will prompt some to seek 
help.

“My greatest hope is that 
the film does indeed encour-
age veterans and anyone else 
in distress to seek help,” Kelly 
said. “We know that treatment 
exists and is effective in treat-
ing PTSD. We also know that 
military personnel and veter-
ans listen to their buddies and 
their family members, who are 
most often the most important 
factors in encouraging some-
one to get help.”

 Before filming, Teller met 
with Schumann in Minot, N.D., 
where Schumann lives with his 
family, and they talked about 
Schumann’s experiences in 
Iraq and what happened after 
he returned.

“You know the movie is going 
to affect Adam for the rest of his 
life — that’s just how it is — so 
I certainly felt an obligation to 
him,” Teller said. “He allowed 
a director in Hollywood to 
make a movie about his life. It’s 
a vulnerable position. I wanted 
to get it right.”

Schumann agreed to lend 
his life story to print and film 
because he wanted at least one 
person to hear the message and 
seek treatment — and he now 
knows that happened. 

In 2013, Schumann went to 
the Pathway Home in Califor-
nia, where he was treated for 
PTSD. Later, when he was a 
peer counselor at the center, 
one young veteran told him 
“thank you.” The veteran’s wife 
had read the book and urged 
him to get help.

“He said, ‘I wouldn’t have 
been here otherwise, and I 
probably would’ve offed my-
self,’ ” Schumann said. “That’s 
all I needed, right there. That’s 
all I ever needed from any of 
this.”  

Veteran behind ‘Thank You’ 
film opens up to assist others

The Washington Post

Hours after they first learned 
of a deadly ambush on U.S. 
forces in Niger, senior officials 
in the White House believed 
that several American soldiers 
could have been missing, ac-
cording to a senior official fa-
miliar with the operation.

The White House did not of-
ficially receive word that three 
American bodies had been 
recovered and one soldier re-
mained missing until at least 
eight hours after the attack had 
begun on the morning of Oct. 4, 
Washington time.

President Donald Trump 
was given updates throughout 
the day but was not given a full 
brief on the situation by his 
chief of staff, John Kelly, until 
the following morning.

“The initial report was more 
than one person missing and a 
number of people wounded,” 
the official said. “It was very 
confusing.”

The confusion and delays in 
receiving and transmitting in-
formation between field com-
manders, through U.S. Africa 
Command in Germany, to the 
Pentagon and then to the White 
House, underscores the chaotic 
nature of the firefight. More 
broadly, it illustrates the dif-
ficulty of determining facts on 
faraway battlefields. In this 
case, the lack of firm informa-
tion over so long a period was 
especially striking to those on 
the receiving end.

“My whole life, I’ve never 
seen something like that hap-
pen,” the senior official said of 
the scramble to determine how 
many soldiers were missing or 
dead. “I was dumbfounded by 
it.”

Nearly three weeks later, 
Gen. Joseph Dunford Jr., the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, on Monday described the 
deadly Niger attack as a “very 
complex situation.” 

First Niger 
reports had 
several troops 
missing
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BY SCOTT WYLAND
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Aviano’s Air Force 
hospital no longer will deliver babies, while 
the Navy hospitals in Naples and Sigonella 
will continue to handle low-risk births 
after the facilities are converted to outpa-
tient clinics next year. 

The announcements this month come 
as military health leaders look to curb 
medical costs in underused base hospitals, 
spurring concerns among many American 
residents that they will be sent to local Ital-
ian hospitals they distrust for most of their 
care.

Navy officials previously had said 
that the hospitals would be converted to 
outpatient clinics by October 2018 but 
hadn’t announced a decision on maternity 
care, which generally requires inpatient 
services. 

That left some Americans worrying that 
their only option for having children would 
be at Italian hospitals, where language 
barriers, less pain management and differ-
ences in care are common.

“We’re going to continue to have 24-hour 
operations for our moms and babies,” said 
Capt. Steve Blivin, commanding officer of 
the Naples base hospital. 

Navy facilities will refer other proce-
dures that require overnight stays to Italian 
hospitals or to larger U.S. military hospi-
tals, such as Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center in Germany. 

In Naples and Sigonella, Italian hospitals 
already perform more complicated surger-

ies and deliveries for Defense Department 
personnel. 

Meanwhile, the Air Force will scrap ma-
ternity care at its Aviano hospital. 

“Once the transition takes place, care 
such as obstetrics, labor-and-delivery and 
inpatient surgery will all move to off-base 
Italian hospitals,” said Larine Barr, spokes-
woman for the Air Force surgeon general. 

Italy’s three military hospitals lack the 
overnight stays to justify the cost of keep-
ing them staffed around the clock, defense 
health officials said after they announced 
plans for the hospitals’ downsizing in 2016. 

The sporadic patient flow also prevents 
doctors from keeping their skills combat-
ready, officials said. 

Blivin said the Naples hospital would re-
tain most of its medical staff and would ex-
pand its team of liaisons, who translate and 
advocate for patients off base, to six from 
the current two. That team is expected to 
grow even more as the Defense Health 
Agency hires liaisons through a pilot pro-
gram, he said. 

“The Navy does not anticipate any cost 
savings” in Naples after the downsizing, 
Blivin said. 

The bulk of care is same-day treatments 
done on base and is not expected to change 
substantially, he said.

Of the 73,000 admissions last year, 1,300 
patients were sent to Italian hospitals, Bliv-
in said. Births were split almost evenly, 
with 148 delivered at Italian hospitals and 
134 handled on base. 

The Euro Health Consumer Index, 

which annually compares health systems 
based on patient rights, accessibility and 
outcomes, ranked health care in northern 
Italy, where Aviano is located, consider-
ably higher in patient satisfaction than in 
southern Italian areas such as Naples and 
Sigonella. 

Blivin said most patients in surveys give 
high ratings to the care they received at 
Naples hospitals. Italian hospitals work 
with the Navy on how to better accommo-
date expecting mothers and other patients, 
he said. 

Kimberly Francis, a sailor’s spouse, said 
she was glad to hear on-base birthing would 
continue in Naples but she still won’t have 
a baby here if there’s a chance a complica-
tion will put her into an Italian hospital.

“The thing about birth is it’s unpredict-
able,” said Francis, who worked in the U.S. 
as a doula guiding and comforting mothers 
during childbirth. “(If) I’m in an emergen-
cy situation … they may not have that kind 
of time to transfer; therefore, they should 
really be equipped to deal with it all.”

Patients with birth complications rou-
tinely have been transferred to Italian 
hospitals for care in recent years, Navy 
medical officials said. 

Lori Ann Deckert Davis, a sailor’s spouse 
stationed in Naples, said most fears about 
Italian hospitals are unfounded. 

“There is nothing wrong with the hospi-
tal service out in town,” she said. “Babies 
are born in Italy every day.”  

Aviano’s AF hospital to stop delivering babies

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

Air National Guard person-
nel and planes are participating 
in New Zealand’s largest mili-
tary exercise amid uncertainty 
about defense ties under a new 
left-wing prime minister.

Eighty U.S. airmen and their 
C-17 Globemaster III and C-
130H Hercules transport are 
taking part in Southern Katipo 
— a biennial amphibious ex-
ercise involving 2,500 troops 
from 13 countries training on 
New Zealand’s rugged South 
Island.

Defense ties have warmed 
between nuclear-free New 
Zealand and its longtime U.S. 
and Australian allies in recent 

years but it’s unclear if the tra-
jectory will remain positive.

Newly sworn-in New Zea-
land Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern, whose Labour Party 
came to power in a coalition 
this month despite getting far 
fewer votes than its conserva-
tive rivals in September’s elec-
tion, is a former president of the 
International Union of Socialist 
Youth who has called capital-
ism a “blatant failure.”

Kiwi troops have participat-
ed in operations in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and are deployed to 
the Middle East as part of Op-
eration Inherent Resolve. The 
New Zealand Defence Force is 
in line to buy billions of dollars 
of American hardware that 
could include C-130J Hercules 

cargo planes and Boeing P-
8A Poseidon maritime patrol 
aircraft. 

  Lt. Col. Ken Radford, 40, a 
C-17 pilot and commander of 
the  Alaska-based 249th Airlift 
Squadron, said New Zealand 
airmen have been flying on the 
American planes to help crews 
get used to operating in local 
conditions.

“It’s fairly similar [to Alas-
ka] with big mountains, windy 
weather and lots of small 
planes,” Radford said in a phone 
interview from Royal New Zea-
land Air Force Base Ohakea.

The U.S. planes were pre-
paring to parachute cargo to 
ground troops operating on the 
South Island this week, he said.

Maj. Gen. Tim Gall, com-

mander of Joint Forces New 
Zealand, said in a statement 
that the New Zealand Defence 
Force has shown it can con-
duct stability, support and hu-
manitarian operations during 
several operations in the South 
Pacific and Southeast Asia.

“But we need to keep on test-
ing and evaluating our expe-
ditionary capability so that we 
are ready to respond before a 
crisis demands it,” he said.

 About 500 troops from Aus-
tralia, Canada, Chile, Fiji, New 
Caledonia, Malaysia, Papua 
New Guinea, Singapore, Tonga, 
Timor Leste, the U.K. and the 
U.S. also are taking part in the 
exercise, which ends Nov. 3, the 
statement said. 

Air National Guard joins exercise in New Zealand
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  The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump  
on Thursday  declared that the opioid crisis — 
which is killing more than 100 people each day 
— is a public health emergency. 

By his doing so, the federal government will 
waive some regulations, give states more flex-
ibility in how they use federal funds and expand 
the use of telemedicine treatment, according to 
senior administration officials who briefed re-
porters  Thursday morning.

But the president  stopped short of another rec-
ommendation from  his commission on the crisis : 
Declare a more sweeping national state of emer-
gency that would have given states access to 
funding from the federal Disaster Relief Fund, 
just as they would be following a tornado or hur-

ricane. Officials who briefed reporters said that 
declaring that sort of emergency is not a good fit 
for a longtime crisis.

Trump  was to sign a presidential memoran-
dum late Thursday that will order Acting Secre-
tary of Health and Human Services Eric Hargan 
to declare a nationwide public health emergency 
and direct all federal agencies to use any emer-
gency authorities that they have to reduce the 
number of opioid overdose deaths. 

The last time that a national public health 
emergency of this scope was called was in 2009 
in response to the H1N1 influenza virus. The 
emergency will last 90 days but can be renewed 
repeatedly.

Officials said that they plan to roll out even 
more initiatives to address the crisis in the com-
ing days and weeks.  

Trump declares opioid crisis 
is a public health emergency

 Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Premiums 
for the most popular “Obam-
acare” plans are going up an 
average of 34 percent, according 
to a study that confirms dire pre-
dictions about the impact of po-
litical turmoil on consumers.

Window-shopping on Health-
Care.gov went live Wednesday, 
so across the country consumers 
going online can see the conse-
quences themselves ahead of the 
Nov. 1 start of sign-up season for 
2018.

The consulting firm Avalere 
Health crunched newly released 
government data and found that 
the Trump administration’s ac-
tions are contributing to the price 
increases by adding instability to 
the underlying problems of the 
health law’s marketplaces.

President Donald Trump puts 
the blame squarely on “Obam-
acare,” saying the program is 
imploding, while ignoring warn-
ings that his administration’s ac-
tions could make things worse.

The Avalere analysis is for the 
39 states using HealthCare.gov. 
Along with the increase for silver 
plans, premiums also are going 
up by double digits for differ-
ent levels of coverage, including 
bronze (18 percent), gold (16 per-
cent) and platinum (24 percent).

Many states had higher in-
creases. Avalere found that aver-
age plan silver premiums will go 
up by 49 percent in Florida, 43 
percent in Missouri and 65 per-
cent in Wyoming.

Consumers eligible for in-
come-based tax credits will be 
protected from rising premiums 
but those who pay full-cost face a 
second consecutive year of sharp 
premium increases.

Only three states will see de-
clines — Alaska, Arizona and 
North Dakota.

Avalere said market instability 
is driven by Trump’s recent deci-
sion to end subsidy payments to 
insurers, the continued debate 
over “Obamacare” repeal and 
replace, and a presidential ex-
ecutive order that could open a 
path for lower cost plans outside 
of the Obama-era law. 

Study 
confirms big 
hike in ACA 
premiums 

 Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House 
on Thursday gave a signifi-
cant boost to President Donald 
Trump’s promise to cut taxes, 
narrowly passing a GOP bud-
get that shelves long-standing 
concerns over federal deficits in 
favor of a rewrite of the tax code 
that Republicans promise will 
jump-start the economy.

The 216-212 vote permits 
Republicans to begin work on 
a follow-up $1.5 trillion tax cut 
and to move it through Congress 
without fear of blocking tactics 
by Democrats. The tax bill is the 
top item on the GOP agenda and 
would be Trump’s first major 
win in Congress — and, Republi-
cans hope, a much-needed boost 
for the party’s political fortunes 
on the eve of next year’s mid-
term elections.

GOP leaders scrambled in 
recent days to overcome opposi-
tion from House conservatives 
unhappy about deficits and debt, 
and lawmakers from high-tax 
states such as New York and 
New Jersey who are upset about 
plans to curb the state and local 
tax deduction.

The Senate passed the mea-
sure last week and the House 
endorsed it without changes, a 
step designed to allow Republi-
cans to move quickly to the tax 

measure in hopes of passing it 
into law this year.

Republicans view passage of 
the tax measure as a career-
defining dream, and its impor-
tance has only grown in the 
wake of the party’s debacle on 
health care. But the tax plan’s 
popularity is not a given with 
voters, and fissures among Re-
publicans already threaten to 
slow the measure.

Battles over the state and 
local tax deduction and tax-free 
contributions to retirement ac-
counts have already broken 
open, and Republican tax writ-
ers have yet to lock down dozens 
of crucial details on tax rates 
and preferences.

The underlying budget mea-
sure abandons the Republican 
Party’s long-standing prom-
ise to rein in deficits in favor 
of Trump’s boast of “massive 
tax cuts.” The measure drops 
proposed cuts to mandatory 
programs such as food stamps, 
though conservatives promise to 
take on spending cuts later.

“I still feel strongly about ad-
dressing unsustainable manda-
tory spending,” said Rep. Diane 
Black, R-Tenn., who chairs the 
House Budget Committee. “I 
think we will tackle this impor-
tant issue in the future. We don’t 
have a choice.”

Democrats united against the 
plan, arguing its tax cuts will 
pad the bank accounts of the 
wealthy and the balance sheets 
of corporations while delivering 
modest relief — or none at all 
— to middle-income taxpayers.

“These tax cuts will not cre-
ate an economic boom, but will 
instead lead to a higher concen-
tration of wealth among the rich 
while dramatically increasing 
deficits and debt,” said Rep. 
John Yarmuth, D-Ky.

The budget plan calls for $5 
trillion in spending cuts over the 
decade, including cuts to Medi-
care, Medicaid and the Obama-
era health care law, though 
Republicans have no plans to 
actually impose those cuts with 
follow-up legislation .

Ways and Means Commit-
tee Chairman Kevin Brady, 
R-Texas, says he’ll schedule a 
panel debate and vote once the 
budget plan is safely passed. 
Much of the buzz in the Capitol 
concerned a flurry of horse trad-
ing as Republicans struggled to 
find ways to raise revenues to 
help finance cuts to individual 
and corporate tax rates. The 
goal is a full rewrite of the ineffi-
cient, loophole-laden tax code in 
hopes of lower rates for corpora-
tions and other businesses and a 
spurt of economic growth. 

House passes $4T GOP budget
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 Fishing tourney winners 
belatedly receive money

MD OCEAN CITY 
— The organizers 

of a multimillion-dollar fish-
ing tournament held more than 
two months ago say they will 
now pay the winners their prize 
money after an investigation 
that included lie-detector tests.

The Daily Times reported  the 
Ocean City-based White Mar-
lin Open, billed as the world’s 
largest billfish tournament, 
released a statement Tuesday 
confirming winners had been 
validated.

Tournament winners were 
required to undergo polygraph 
tests to safeguard against 
cheating. After the August 
tournament, directors said one 
prizewinner failed a polygraph 
test and further investigation 
was needed.

 Glen Frost, the top prize win-
ner , received $1.6 million after 
catching a 96-pound  marlin, 
tournament officials said    

Scout leader accused
of smashing boys’ heads 

PA PINE GROVE — A 
Pennsylvania Boy 

Scout leader accused of smash-
ing two Scouts’ heads together 
at a camp meeting has been 
criminally charged.

State police  on Tuesday an-
nounced charges of harass-
ment, simple assault and child 
endangerment against  Mat-
thew McKeon. The charges 
stem from an Oct. 14 meeting 
at Hawk Mountain Boy Scout 
Camp in Schuylkill  County.

Police said McKeon, 28, dis-
cussed two boys’ involvement 
in a Cub Scout Halloween cos-
tume contest, then knocked 
their heads together. The boys 
complained of concussion-like 
symptoms afterward.

The Hawk Mountain Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America 

 removed McKeon as a Scout 
leader. 

 450-pound seal removed 
from airport’s runway

AK ANCHORAGE — An 
airport at the north-

ernmost point of Alaska had a 
surprise hurdle on its runway 
Monday.

A seal estimated to weigh 450 
pounds  was removed from the 
Utqiagvik Airport runway by 
way of sled, KTVA reported.

 Meadow Bailey, the depart-
ment’s communications direc-
tor, said Utqiagvik experienced 
heavy storms Monday. Staff 
found the seal while clearing 
the runway.

 The seal was removed by 
North Slope Animal Control. 

Candidate trips over 
Chihuahua, breaks foot

NY NEW YORK — New 
York City’s Republi-

can candidate for mayor is cam-
paigning on a broken foot after 
tripping over her Chihuahua.

State Assemblywoman Ni-
cole Malliotakis   told the Daily 
News that she ran into a table 
leg while trying to avoid step-
ping on the little dog, named 
Peanut.

Malliotakis said she calls 
Peanut  “a little rascal” and that 
she doesn’t hold a grudge.

Malliotakis is hobbling 
around with a medical boot 
but vows that it won’t slow her 
down. 

 Man hiding from police 
gets stuck, calls for help

UT SALT LAKE CITY 
— Authorities said a 

Utah man who was hiding from 
police and fled arrest had to 
call 911 to be rescued after get-
ting stuck in his hiding spot.

Salt Lake City police said  
Shane Paul Owen, 46, called 

dispatchers for help Tuesday, 
more than six hours after he 
accidentally locked himself in a 
church’s boiler room.

Officers were looking for 
Owens on Monday because he 
is a suspect in a string of bur-
glaries and had warrants out 
for his arrest.

Police said an officer spotted 
him and attempted to pull his 
vehicle over, but Owen fled, got 
out of his car and ran into the 
church.

A SWAT team staged a stand-
off at the church until Owens 
called to be rescued.  
Woman slips on ‘hoagie 
guts,’ sues store chain

DE DOVER — A Dela-
ware judge said a 

woman who said she slipped on 
the remnants of a sandwich can 
continue her lawsuit against 
a popular convenience store 
chain.

Lisa Donovan said she 
slipped on “hoagie guts,” or 
discarded sandwich pieces, in 
the parking lot of a Wawa store 
in 2014. 

Defense attorneys  argued 
that Donovan had failed to 
identify a liability expert on the 
issue of whether the store was 
negligent. Donovan argued that 
an expert was unnecessary 
because the need to sweep up 
trash in a parking lot is some-
thing the average person can 
understand. The judge agreed 
with Donovan . 

Getaway foiled when 
suspect drops car keys

AK ANCHORAGE — A 
man suspected of rob-

bing an eastside Anchorage 
hardware store was foiled in his 
getaway when he dropped the 
keys to his sport utility vehicle.

Police say the man instead 
had to run off. They  impounded 
the SUV and were looking for 
the driver.

 An employee witnessed the 
man trying to steal home con-
struction items and confronted 
him. The suspect pulled out a 
knife, threatened the employee 
and fled to the parking lot and 
his SUV  but found himself with-
out keys . 

Venomous snake bites 
child at day care center

FL EGLIN AIR FORCE 
BASE — Officials said 

a child was bitten by a venom-
ous snake at a Florida day care 
center. The Northwest Florida 
Daily News reported that the 
bite occurred Monday morning 
on Eglin Air Force Base.

Eglin spokesman Andy Bour-
land said the boy, whose name 
and age weren’t released, was 
bitten after picking up the juve-
nile water moccasin .  

The boy was  taken to the 
base hospital and then airlifted 
to a Pensacola trauma center, 
where he was recovering. 

School’s hot sauces
benefit scholarship fund

NJ GLASSBORO — The 
president of a New Jer-

sey university is using his culi-
nary skills and his hot sauces 
to help raise money for student 
scholarships.

Rowan University president 
Ali Houshmand  began making 
hot sauces  in his free time, pro-
viding the sauces to family and 
friends. In recent years he’s 
been selling his sauces online 
and on campus.

He’s been working with  the 
Rutgers Food Innovation Cen-
ter and turning the various 
peppers he grows  at Rowan’s 
South Jersey Technology Park 
into three types of hot sauce. 
All proceeds from the sauce 
sales go to Rowan’s Student 
Scholarship Fund.   
From wire reports
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LOS ANGELES — George 
Springer screamed with joy as 
he circled the bases after hit-
ting a two-run homer in the 
11th inning.

Would it be enough? Was this 
the final plot twist on one of the 
wildest nights in postseason 
history?

Yes, it was — barely — and 
the Houston Astros won a 
World Series game for the first 
time in their 56 seasons.

Charlie Culberson hit a two-
out homer in the bottom half 
off Chris Devenski, who then 
struck out Yasiel Puig in a 
tense, nine-pitch at-bat for the 
win. The Astros outlasted the 
Los Angeles Dodgers 7-6 in a 
Hollywood thriller Wednesday 
to tie the Series at one game 
apiece.

“Wasn’t that the best game 
ever!?” Alex Bregman pro-
claimed to no one in particular 
in the Astros clubhouse.

On a night of dramatic swings 
and a World Series-record eight 
home runs, Marwin Gonzalez 
stunned the Dodger Stadium 
crowd with a solo shot off domi-
nant Los Angeles closer Kenley 
Jansen on an 0-2 pitch in the 
ninth that made it 3-all.

Jose Altuve and Carlos Cor-
rea hit consecutive home runs 
against Josh Fields in the 10th 
to build a 5-3 Astros lead, 
with Correa flipping his bat to 
celebrate.

But there was more. Much, 
much more.

“This is an instant classic 
and to be part of it is pretty 
special,” Astros starter Justin 
Verlander said.

Puig homered off Ken Giles 
starting the bottom of the 10th 
and Enrique Hernandez knot-
ted the score 5-5 with a two-out 
RBI single .

Devenski entered and, with 
Hernandez at second, made 
a wild pickoff throw that ap-
peared headed toward left-cen-
ter field before it struck second 
base umpire Laz Diaz. An in-
credulous Hernandez put both 
hands on his helmet, unable 
to advance, and was stranded 
when Chris Taylor flied out.

“We were pretty unlucky 
at the beginning of the game 
when Taylor dove in center field 
and (the ball) hit him in the 
face or head,” Astros manager 
A.J. Hinch said. “I felt like the 
baseball gods were returning 
the favor, by having an umpire 
standing in the way there.”

Cameron Maybin, who had 
entered in the 10th, singled 
leading off the 11th against los-
ing pitcher Brandon McCar-
thy, a surprise addition to the 
Dodgers’ World Series roster 
who was pitching for the first 
time since Oct. 1. Maybin stole 
second and Springer hit a drive 
to right-center for a 7-5 lead, 
just the third 11th-inning home 
run in the Series after shots 
by Kirby Puckett in 1991 and 
David Freese in 2011.

Springer, an All-Star leadoff 
man, broke out of his slump 
with three hits and a walk after 
going 0-for-4 with four strike-
outs in the Series opener Tues-
day. His decisive drive made 
the Astros the first team to hit 
three extra-inning home runs 
in a postseason game.

Devenski retired Corey Sea-
ger and Justin Turner on lin-
eouts in the bottom half. Puig 
checked his swing on a 2-2 pitch 
— the Astros jumped when 
first base umpire Gerry Davis 
signaled no swing — and Puig 
fouled off two more. Devenski 
threw his fifth straight chan-
geup, and Puig swung over it as 
the Astros ran onto the field to 
celebrate after finally closing 
out a back-and-forth game that 

lasted 4 hours, 19 minutes.
“It was an emotional roller 

coaster,” said Dodgers manag-
er Dave Roberts, who removed 
starter Rich Hill after he threw 
only 60 pitches in four solid in-
nings and struck out seven.

After another steamy night 
in a Santa Ana heat wave, the 
series shifts to Texas and re-
sumes Friday night at Houston’s 
Minute Maid Park, where the 
retractable roof has not been 
open for a game since June 9. 
Lance McCullers Jr. starts for 
the Astros and Yu Darvish for 
the Dodgers, who acquired him 
from Texas at the July 31 trade 
deadline.

Houston is 2-5 on the road in 
the postseason but 6-0 at home, 
where the Astros have out-
scored the Red Sox and Yan-
kees by a combined 31-7.

“We didn’t expect these guys 
to lay down. It’s a very good 
ballclub over there,” Roberts 
said. “We’ll be ready to go.”

Before Gonzalez’s home run, 
the Dodgers had an 85 percent 
chance of winning, according 
to Fangraphs. After Correa’s 
long ball, the Astros were a 93 
percent favorite. 

Yankees fire manager Girardi after 10-year tenure
Associated Press

Joe Girardi’s tenure as New 
York Yankees manager ended 
Thursday after a decade that 
produced just one World Series 
title for a team that expects to 
win every year.

Yankees general manager 
Brian Cashman made the an-
nouncement five days after 
the Yankees lost to Houston in 
Game 7 of the AL Champion-
ship Series.

“Everything this organiza-
tion does is done with careful 
and thorough consideration, 
and we’ve decided to pursue 
alternatives for the managerial 
position,” Cashman said in a 
statement.

New York does not have an 

obvious candidate to replace 
him. The Yankees are the third 
of the 10 postseason teams to 
remove managers, joining Bos-
ton and Washington.

A former All-Star catcher 
for the Yankees, Girardi was at 
the end of his contract and said 
last weekend he had to speak 
with his family before deciding 
whether he wanted to return. 
New York made the decision 
for him.

“He has a tireless work ethic, 
and put his heart into every 
game he managed over the last 
decade,” Cashman said. “He 
should take great pride in our 
accomplishments during his 
tenure.”

A three-time World Series 
champion as a player with the 

Yankees, Girardi succeeded 
Joe Torre as manager after the 
2007 season and led New York 
to its 27th World Series title in 
2009 but has fallen short each 
year since.

The 53-year-old Girardi led 
a young squad on a surprising 
run to an AL wild-card berth 
this year with a 91-71 record, 
the team’s best since 2012. 
New York beat Minnesota in 
the wild-card game, then fell 
behind Cleveland 2-0 in the 
Division Series. Girardi admit-
ted he made a mistake not ask-
ing for a video replay review in 
Game 2.

“I screwed up. And it’s hard. 
It’s a hard day for me,” he said 
then. “But I got to move for-
ward and we’ll be ready to go 

tomorrow.”
New York won the next three 

games to advance, lost the 
first two games of the ALCS 
at Houston, then won three in 
a row to move within a victory 
of reaching the World Series 
for the first time in eight years. 
But the Astros swept the final 
two games.

Cashman said he and owner 
Hal Steinbrenner had spo-
ken directly with Girardi this 
week.

Girardi’s 910-710 regular-
season record with the Yankees 
is sixth in victories managing 
the team behind Joe McCarthy 
(1,460), Torre (1,173), Casey 
Stengel (1,149), Miller Huggins 
(1,067) and Ralph Houk (944).

Astros even World Series with Dodgers
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TEMPE, Ariz. — Drew Stan-
ton has been here before. Car-
son Palmer goes down with 
a serious injury and Stanton 
steps in as his backup.

Stanton’s career statistics are 
unspectacular. His win-loss re-
cord, not so bad.

In his four seasons with the 
Cardinals, Stanton is 6-3 as a 
starter.

“That’s the only one that 
matters to me,” Stanton said. 
“I know my career stats are 
probably horrible ... but I think 
that (the win-loss record) is the 
ultimate measure of a quarter-
back, especially as a backup. 
That’s something I take pride 
in is to come in and try to win 
football games.”

That certainly didn’t happen 
last Sunday in Arizona’s 33-0 
blowout loss to the Los Angeles 
Rams in London.

When Palmer went down 
with a broken left arm, Stan-
ton came in and completed just 
four of 15 passes for 62 yards 
with an interception.

“I was disappointed from a 

personal standpoint of what 
happened last week because I 
wasn’t able to go out there and 
get in a rhythm,” he said after 
the team went through a light 
workout Tuesday.

Coach Bruce Arians expects 
Stanton to improve with more 
time with the starters.

“I know Drew will bounce 
back and play a whole lot better 
when he gets all the practice 
time,” Arians said. “It’s nice to 
have an extra day’s work. He 
got literally no reps last week 
in our offense, so we’ll get that 
straightened out.”

Stanton’s most recent start 
was on Oct. 6, 2016, in San 
Francisco when Palmer was 
sidelined with a concussion. 
Stanton completed only 11 of 28 
passes but two went for touch-
downs and he had no intercep-
tions in a 33-21 victory.

Coincidentally, Stanton’s first 
start this year will be a week 
from Sunday at San Francisco. 
And, as was the case last year, 
Arizona will be coming off a 
bye week.

Arians did not hesitate nam-
ing Stanton the starter over 

Blaine Gabbert, who has been 
inactive every game as the 
team’s third quarterback but 
now will suit up as the backup.

Stanton is no youngster. He 
is 33 years old and in his 11th 
NFL season, the last five with 
Arizona. Stanton is a favorite 
of Arians, serving as backup in 
Indianapolis in 2012 when Ari-
ans was there as offensive co-
ordinator and, later, as interim 
head coach.

Stanton followed Arians to 
the Cardinals and, before the 
deal that brought Palmer to 
Arizona, the coach was insist-
ing he’d be comfortable with 
Stanton as his starter.

Stanton spent his first five 
seasons with Detroit, missing 
his rookie year due to injury. He 
was mostly a backup with the 
Lions but started five games.

For his career, Stanton has 
completed 53 percent of his 
passes for 3,165 yards and 14 
touchdowns with 19 intercep-
tions. Dating to 2015, he has 
thrown for two touchdowns and 
been intercepted six times.

Stanton went 3-2 as a starter 
in 2014 after Palmer went down 

with a season-ending knee inju-
ry only to have his own season-
ending knee issue, missing the 
final two regular-season games 
and a playoff loss to Carolina.

Gabbert, who has 40 career 
NFL starts, said he has no 
problem with Stanton moving 
into the starting role.

“Drew’s going to do a great 
job,” Gabbert said. “I’m going 
to be there to support him just 
like I was there to support him 
and Carson. We have a great 
quarterback room. We’re very 
fortunate to have a very vet-
eran quarterback room. We’ve 
played a lot of games with 
the NFL. Nothing’s going to 
change.”

Just how long Palmer will 
be out remains a major ques-
tion. Initially, Arians said eight 
weeks but Palmer has seen spe-
cialists in hopes of a diagnosis 
that might reduce his absence 
to four to six weeks.

To add another throwing arm 
to their workouts, the Cardinals 
signed former Arizona State 
quarterback Mike Bercovici to 
the practice squad.

Stanton steps in as Cards’ starting QB

No. 2 Penn State gets boost from physical offensive line
Associated Press

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — A 
plate of snacks is prepared and 
sent over to each Penn State 
offensive linemen, along with 
a reminder, the night before 
games.

It’s an appreciated gesture 
by Trace McSorley’s mom, An-
drea, who includes a friendly 
note for Penn State’s big men 
to protect her son. On Friday, 
doughnuts did the trick.

“Victory doughnuts,” right 
guard Brendan Mahon said.

Although Mahon couldn’t 
confirm whether the baked 
goods gave No. 2 Penn State 
the boost it needed to over-
power Michigan’s feared front 
seven in a 42-13 victory Satur-
day night, he could point at the 
unit’s physicality as proof it’s 
improving.

A grittier performance was 

what Penn State coach James 
Franklin wanted to see against 
the hard-hitting Wolverines 
and what he wants moving for-
ward. The Nittany Lions’ tough-
est stretch continues with trips 
to No. 6 Ohio State and No. 16 
Michigan State, where they’ll 
face two more top-20 defenses.

While they didn’t amass 
pancake blocks against the 
Wolverines, the Nittany Lions 
sustained blocks longer and set 
up more in the second level to 
create additional space for star 
tailback Saquon Barkley and 
McSorley.

“I think together as an offen-
sive line, that was the best game 
we’ve played so far,” Mahon 
said. “To put up those numbers 
against a defense like that and 
come out successful and put up 
points like that is amazing.”

The Wolverines entered hav-

ing allowed an FBS-lowest 223 
total yards per game. But Penn 
State’s front five blew open 
holes and sealed off cutback 
lanes to generate 224 rushing 
yards and five touchdowns.

With a wall of blue jerseys in 
front of him, Barkley took a di-
rect snap up the middle for an 
untouched, 69-yard touchdown 
on his first carry. The Heisman 
Trophy candidate was gone as 
soon as he cut back to his left 
as left guard Steven Gonzalez 
and center Connor McGov-
ern drove Maurice Hurst and 
Chase Winovich off the ball and 
right tackle Will Fries burst 
into the second level to tie up 
linebacker Devin Bush.

Meanwhile, left tackle Ryan 
Bates had Michigan star 
Rashan Gary handled, tracking 
Gary’s wide pursuit and plac-
ing a few well-timed shoves to 

eliminate him from the play.
“It starts up front, and those 

guys owned it today and re-
ally took ownership of that and 
played amazing for us,” Bark-
ley said.

Penn State piled on an ad-
ditional 282 passing yards and 
McSorley had time to throw 
multiple deep passes.

He was sacked twice and took 
a violent, late hit in the lower 
back from Winovich, but was 
able to stand in the pocket and 
wait for deep plays to develop.

“When you’re able to com-
plete long balls, shots down the 
field against a team that is try-
ing to sack your quarterback 
and trying to play man cover-
age, you’re going to be difficult 
to deal with,” Franklin said.

Penn State was waiting for 
this type of cohesion to develop 
up front. 
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ST. LOUIS — Alexander 
Steen did not panic.

The St. Louis winger knew 
that his return to form was 
right around the corner.

Steen, who missed the first 
six games of the season with 
a broken thumb, busted out 
with a goal and three assists on 
Wednesday to help the Blues 
to a 5-2 win over the Calgary 
Flames.

Jaden Schwartz and Alex 
Pietrangelo scored second-pe-
riod power-play goals and Jake 
Allen made 23 saves for St. 
Louis, which has won three of 
its last four, losing only to red-
hot Vegas in overtime.

Calgary had won its first four 
road games this season. Mikael 
Backlund scored twice for the 
Flames.

Steen, in his fourth game 
back, got the Blues started with 
a goal late in the first period to 
tie the game 1-all. He convert-

ed from close range off a pass 
from Vladimir Sobotka.

“Tonight, I just happened to 
be on the right side of the goals,” 
Steen said. “It was nice.”

Steen went without a point in 
his first three games back, but 
he saw plenty of progress.

“I’ve been happy with the 
way I’ve been playing,” Steen 
said. “It’s a little bit frustrating 
that I haven’t been able to con-
tribute offensively.”

Steen went through a rigor-
ous off-season training regi-
men and was looking forward 
to the start of the season.

But he broke his thumb in the 
first preseason game against 
Dallas and had to miss four 
weeks.

“I feel he’s a step quicker this 
year,” St. Louis coach Mike Yeo 
said. “You could tell that the 
focus over the summer made 
him a more motivated hockey 
player. Every game he’s gotten 
better and that’s what’s going to 
continue to happen.”

Pietrangelo was overjoyed to 
see Steen get back on the score 
sheet.

“A lot of the stuff he does 
goes unnoticed,” Pietrangelo 
said. “Guys who play with him 
every day appreciated what he 
does.”

Schwartz and Pietrangelo 
scored in a span of 2:46 to break 
a 1-1 tie. The Blues had come 
up empty on their previous 18 
power-play chances.

“I think we went out with 
more of a purpose of shooting,” 
Yeo said of the man-advantage 
success.

Paul Stastny scored with 3:32 
left to push the lead to 4-2. Joel 
Edmundson added an empty-
net goal with 43.9 seconds left.

Schwartz, who has a five-
game point streak, convert-
ed off a pass from Vladimir 
Tarasenko to give the Blues the 
lead for good, 2-1. Tarasenko’s 
initial shot hit the post, but the 
rebound bounced right back to 
him. He found Schwartz open 

at the side of the net.
Calgary goalie Eddie Lack 

made 24 saves in his first start 
of the season. He came into the 
game with a 6-0 career mark 
against the Blues. 

Blue Jackets 5, Sabres 1: 
Seth Jones had a goal and an 
assist to help host Columbus 
beat Buffalo.

Serge Bobrovsky stopped 34 
of 35 shots to lead Columbus 
(6-3-0) to its fifth win in its last 
seven games.

Buffalo dropped to 3-6-2 in 
front of goalie Chad Johnson, 
who stopped 33 of 38 shots.

The Jackets’ power play had 
been an anemic 2-for-20, but 
got a goal at 12:00 of the first 
period after Zach Redmond’s 
hooking call. Oliver Bjork-
strand whipped his second goal 
of the season past Johnson off 
an around-the-horn pass from 
Jones to Sonny Milano, and 
a picture perfect screen by 
Boone Jenner.

NHL roundup

Steen returns to form, helps Blues roll over Flames

Lakers hand Wizards their first loss
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Ken-
tavious Caldwell-Pope hit a 
three-pointer with 58 seconds 
remaining and the Los Angeles 
Lakers handed the Washington 
Wizards their first loss of the 
season, 102-99 in overtime on 
Wednesday night.

Brandon Ingram scored 19 
points for the Lakers, who had 
dropped their first two home 
games. Lonzo Ball had six 
points, eight rebounds and 10 
assists in an anticipated match-
up against Washington’s John 
Wall. Larry Nance Jr. added 18 
points and 10 rebounds.

Bradley Beal had 28 points 
for the Wizards, who were look-
ing to match their best start 
since the 1978-79 season by 
winning four in a row.

Wall was stuffed by Julius 

Randle driving to the basket 
with less than 15 seconds left. 
After officials initially ruled 
the ball hit Randle last, a video 
review gave the Lakers posses-
sion, and they broke through 
pressure to set up a dunk by 
Randle.

Wall missed an off-balance 
three-pointer while being de-
fended by Ball as time expired.

Wall finished with 18 points 
and nine rebounds.

Caldwell-Pope had 14 points.
 Nets 112, Cavaliers 107: 

Spencer Dinwiddie made the 
go-ahead three-pointer with 43 
seconds left while starting for 
the injured D’Angelo Russell, 
and host Brooklyn overcame 
LeBron James’ first triple-
double of the season to beat 
Cleveland.

 Rockets 105, 76ers 104: 

Eric Gordon hit a three-
pointer at the buzzer to lift 
visiting Houston to a win over 
Philadelphia. 

Warriors 117, Raptors 112: 
Stephen Curry hit a go-ahead 
three-pointer from the top with 
31.9 seconds left on the way to 
30 points, and host Golden State 
held off Toronto.

 Spurs 117, Heat 100: La-
Marcus Aldridge continued his 
hot start by scoring 31 points, 
Rudy Gay added a season-high 
22 off the bench and visiting 
San Antonio stayed unbeaten 
by topping Miami.

 Thunder 114, Pacers 96: 
Paul George was held to 10 
points against his former team, 
but Russell Westbrook’s triple-
double picked up the slack and 
helped host Oklahoma City beat 
Indiana.

 Hornets 110, Nuggets 93: 
Frank Kaminsky scored 20 
points off the bench, Dwight 
Howard had 15 points and 19 
rebounds, and Charlotte beat 
visiting Denver.

 Pistons 122, Timberwolves 
101: Tobias Harris scored 34 
points, Avery Bradley added 
20 and host Detroit overcame 
another slow start to beat 
Minnesota.

 Mavericks 103, Grizzlies 
94: Dennis Smith Jr. had 19 
points and five assists and host 
Dallas got its first win of the 
season, over Memphis.

 Suns 97, Jazz 88: T.J. War-
ren scored 20 of his 27 points in 
the second half and energetic 
Phoenix improved to 2-0 under 
new interim coach Jay Triano 
with a victory over visiting 
Utah. 

NBA roundup
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