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15 Afghans killed in latest bombing
BY PHILLIP WALTER 
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 KABUL, Afghanistan 
— More than a dozen Afghan 
soldiers were killed Saturday 
when a suicide bomber attacked 
their vehicle outside a train-
ing academy in Kabul, officials 
said. The blast was the latest in 
a surge of deadly attacks across 
the country.

The officers and lower-rank-
ing soldiers were traveling 
home from the Marshal Fahim 
National Defense University 
when the van they were in ex-
ploded, killing 15 and wounding 
four others, said Defense Minis-
try deputy spokesman Gen. Mo-
hammad Radmanesh. 

 U.S. and coalition forces train 
Afghans at the university, which 
houses the West Point-modeled 
National Military Academy of 
Afghanistan.

NATO’s Resolute Support 
mission described the bombing 
as “an attack on the future” of 
Afghanistan and its security 
forces.

It “shows the insurgents 
are desperate and cannot win 
against (Afghan forces) on 
the battlefield,” NATO said on 
Twitter.

The Taliban claimed respon-
sibility for the attack in a state-
ment sent to the media. 

 Earlier on Saturday, two 
Taliban rockets landed near 
NATO’s Resolute Support Head-
quarters in Kabul’s heavily for-
tified Green Zone. No one was 
injured in the attack, but the 
incident adds to growing fears 
over the insurgents’ ability to hit 
foreign targets in the capital. 

Militants on Friday targeted 
two mosques in Afghanistan 
during evening prayers, a Shiite 
mosque in Kabul and a Sunni 
mosque in  Ghor province.

In the Kabul attack, an Islam-
ic State suicide bomber blew 
himself up at the Imam Zaman 
mosque in the city’s west, killing 
at least 56 people and wounding 
more than 50, the Interior Min-
istry said.

 Islamic State ’s Afghanistan 
affiliate claims responsibility 
for most attacks against minor-
ity Shiites in the country. Earli-
er this year, following an attack 
claimed by ISIS on the Iraqi 
Embassy in Kabul, the Sunni 
extremist group effectively de-
clared war on local Shiites, say-
ing they would be the target of 
future violence. 

Shiites have called on the gov-
ernment to provide them with 
better security. 

Kabul Garrison told Stars and 
Stars earlier this month that it 
was creating a new permanent 
force of armed guards to protect 
holy places across the city. 

 The decision was made after 

hundreds of young people were 
given training and weapons to 
protect Shiite mosques in the 
run-up to the holy day of Ashu-
ra, as residents insisted Afghan 
security forces were unable to 
provide adequate protection. 

In the mosque attack in Ghor 
province, also during Friday 
prayers, a suicide bomber killed 
 over 30 people, including a war-
lord, Mohammad Iqbal Nizami, 
who was apparently the target, 
a spokesman for the provincial 
police chief told The Associated 
Press. No group immediately 
claimed responsibility. 

 The weekend violence 
capped a particularly bloody 
week in Afghanistan. On Thurs-
day, a Taliban attack on a base 
in southern Kandahar province 
killed at least 43 people. And on 
Tuesday, at least 41 people were 
killed when Taliban fighters 
stormed a police headquarters 
in eastern Paktia province.  

Los Angeles Times 

KABUL — The Taliban has a new tactic 
in the Afghan War, and the group has used 
it to devastating effect twice in three days.

Taliban insurgents packed two Humvees 
stolen from Afghan security forces with ex-
plosives, detonated the vehicles outside an 
army base in the south and then stormed 
the base in an attack that left nearly all the 
unit’s 60 soldiers dead, injured or missing, 
officials said Thursday.

The death toll at the army camp in Kanda-
har province stood at 43, with nine wounded 
and six unaccounted for hours after the at-
tack began about 3 a.m., said  Defense Min-
istry spokesman Gen. Dawlat Waziri.

The assault didn’t end until U.S. forces 
carried out an airstrike that killed the 10 
attackers, Waziri said. It was the latest U.S. 
strike in an escalating aerial war in Afghan-
istan that saw American warplanes fire 
more than 900 weapons in August and Sep-
tember, the greatest two-month total since 

2012, according to U.S. Air Force statistics.
The Taliban claimed responsibility in a 

text message to journalists, saying it had 
killed 60 people and seized equipment from 
the Chashmo base in Maiwand district.

The insurgent group frequently exagger-
ates its battlefield exploits. But the attack 
was unquestionably severe and came just 
two days after a similar Humvee bombing 
at a police training center in the eastern 
province of Paktia left at least 52 police 
and civilians dead, including the provin-
cial police chief.

As Taliban militants target police and 
army installations across the country, they 
are believed to have stolen dozens of the 
heavy-duty vehicles from Afghan secu-
rity forces, many during the brief period 
in 2015 when they seized control of the 
northern city of Kunduz. In the Paktia at-
tack, the militants were also wearing the 
uniforms of Afghan security forces.

“During the fall of Kunduz and some 
other areas in the country, the Taliban 

could have seized some Humvees,” Waziri 
said.

The vehicle-borne explosive device has 
been one of the deadliest weapons in the 
Afghan War, but the armored vehicles pack 
a much larger payload than the Toyota se-
dans that until now have been the Taliban’s 
car bomb of choice.

Officials in Paktia had reportedly 
warned that stolen Humvees were seen on 
the roads in the province, but said military 
commanders have not taken steps to cap-
ture or destroy the vehicles.

The weapon presents a new challenge to 
the beleaguered security forces, already 
reeling from one of their deadliest months. 
In September, nearly 800 soldiers and po-
lice officers were killed, according to the 
Tolo news website.

In response to the attacks this week, Af-
ghan security forces said Thursday that 
they had launched air and ground opera-
tions in 17 provinces that had killed 102 
insurgents. 

Taliban’s new tactic is Humvee bomb
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BY CLAUDIA GRISALES
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Sen. Lind-
sey Graham said Friday that 
Americans need to be prepared 
for more combat around the 
world as the rules of engage-
ment against terrorist groups 
evolve under President Donald 
Trump’s administration. 

Graham, R-S.C., also said 
there could be more military 
action in Africa and didn’t rule 
out whether the ambush in 
Niger that killed four U.S. sol-
diers was a result of an intelli-
gence failure. 

Graham’s comments came 
Friday afternoon after Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis met with 
him and Sen. John McCain, R-
Ariz., in separate meetings on 
Capitol Hill. 

“The counterterrorism 
rules under [former] President 
[Barack] Obama, I felt, were 
overly restrictive. They denied 
us the ability to basically en-
gage the enemy effectively and 
aggressively,” Graham said. 
“The war is morphing. You are 
going to see more actions in 
Africa, not less. You are going 
to see more aggressions by the 
United States toward our en-

emies, not less. We are going 
to have decisions made not in 
the White House but out in the 
field.”

The comments come at the 
end of a week of swirling ques-
tions and controversy over the 
Oct. 4 attack in Niger. Penta-
gon and White House officials 
have shared little detail on the 
events that led up to the deadly 
ambush, including how one sol-
dier was apparently separated 
from his unit. 

“I will just tell you, in this 
specific case, contact was con-
sidered unlikely,” Mattis said 
Thursday at the Pentagon as 
he sought to quell speculation 
that Army Sgt. La David John-
son, who was found dead after a 
nearly 48-hour search, was left 
behind by his fellow soldiers.

Graham, who is on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, 
said it’s still not clear whether 
the attack was the result of an 
intelligence failure. 

“It’s too early to say,” he 
said. “But those are exactly the 
questions we should be asking 
ourselves.”

The controversy about the 
ambush thickened when Trump 
faced questions last week on 

why he hadn’t addressed the 
attacks for 12 days, which de-
volved into a debate over how 
the families of fallen soldiers 
are contacted by the president. 

Mattis made an impromptu 
visit to Capitol Hill on Friday 
afternoon, a day after McCain 
threatened to issue a subpoena 
for more information on the 
Niger attack if details from 
the Pentagon were not more 
forthcoming. 

He met with McCain for a 
quick visit, after which the two 
jointly said they would be work-
ing together. Graham and Mat-
tis met for about 30 minutes. 

Following the meeting, Gra-
ham said the military will be 
given more flexibility to track 
the enemy. 

He said the war strategy will 
build on what Obama started in 
some places, such as how the 
previous administration placed 
troops in Niger. But the United 
States will build on that effort 
by giving the military more 
freedom in the field under loos-
ened counterterrorism rules of 
engagement.

“This war is getting hot in 
places where it’s been cool,” 
Graham said. “The American 

public needs to get ready for 
more operations, not less.” 

But Congress must be in-
volved with these military de-
cisions or funding could be cut 
off, Graham warned. 

“So as you expand the places 
we go, as you give more author-
ity to designate terrorist groups 
and more authority outside of 
the White House into the field, 
it will be more important to 
keep Congress more informed. 
Because if we don’t like what 
you are doing, we can cut off 
funding,” Graham said. 

“I will insist as the war ex-
pands and as the rules change 
to be more aggressive that Con-
gress is informed more often 
and in more detail so we can 
exercise our constitutional au-
thority of whether we want to 
authorize this operation,” he 
said.

Also key in this shift, Gra-
ham said, is the war authori-
zations given to the president. 
Some lawmakers have argued 
they are woefully out of date. 
The Senate Foreign Affairs 
Committee is slated to address 
the war authorizations at an 
Oct. 30 hearing

Associated Press

COOPER CITY, Fla. — 
Mourners filled a church in 
Florida on Saturday to honor 
a U.S. soldier whose combat 
death in Africa led to a po-
litical fight between President 
Donald Trump and a Florida 
congresswoman.

The widow of Sgt. La David 
T. Johnson held the arm of an 
Army officer as she led her 
family, dressed in white, into 
the Christ the Rock Commu-
nity Church in suburban Fort 
Lauderdale. The family asked 
that reporters remain outside.

Johnson, 25, was one of four 
U.S. Special Forces troops 
killed Oct. 4 in an ambush in 

Niger in an attack by militants 
linked to Islamic State. Four 
soldiers from Niger also died.

Mourners exiting the 90-min-
ute service told reporters that a 
portrait of La David Johnson 
was joined by photographs of 
Staff Sgt. Bryan C. Black, 35, 
of Puyallup, Wash.; Staff Sgt. 
Jeremiah W. Johnson, 39, of 
Springboro, Ohio; and Staff 
Sgt. Dustin M. Wright, 29, of 
Lyons, Ga.

Debbie Valin and her teenage 
daughter, Michelle Shawn, held 
a U.S. flag outside the church in 
Cooper City more than an hour 
before the service.

“We are here for the mili-
tary. We are grateful for the 

people who serve,” said Valin, 
whose grandson just completed 
Marine boot camp.

Fred Walker, a Marine vet-
eran, planted small flags along 
the driveway into the church.

“It’s about doing the right 
thing for the soldiers. They are 
not acknowledged enough,” 
said Walker, who served from 
1983 to 1989 as a tank gunner 
and substance abuse counselor.

The fight between Trump 
and Rep. Frederica Wilson, a 
Democrat, has taken the focus 
off Johnson, whose widow, My-
eshia, is due to have a daughter 
in January. Johnson told friends 
she will be named La’Shee. The 
couple, who were high school 

sweethearts, already had a 
daughter, Ah’Leeysa, 6, and a 
son, La David Jr., 2. An online 
fundraiser has raised more 
than $600,000 to pay for the 
children’s education.

The Miami Herald reported 
that Johnson’s mother died 
when he was 5 and that he was 
raised by his aunt. His fam-
ily enrolled him in 5000 Role 
Models, a project Wilson began 
in 1993 when she was an edu-
cator to mentor African-Amer-
ican males and prepare them 
for college, vocational school or 
the military. 

He worked at Walmart for 
several years before joining the 
military in 2014.

Lawmaker: US war operations to escalate

Family, friends mourn soldier killed in Niger
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Associated Press

FORT COLLINS, Colo. — A 
Colorado State University stu-
dent was out celebrating her 
22nd birthday in the hours 
before being fatally shot by 
her boyfriend, an Air Force 
staff sergeant stationed in 
Wyoming.

Savannah McNealy’s friend, 
Hannah Foster, told the Colo-
radoan that McNealy and Sgt. 
Michael Zamora had been in a 
romantic relationship. 

Investigators say Zamora 
killed McNealy, Tristian Kemp, 
26, of Destin, Fla., and wound-
ed another woman before kill-
ing himself early Thursday 

outside an apartment complex 
near CSU.

A motive for the shooting 
wasn’t known.

Colorado State University of-
ficials say McNealy had been 
celebrating her birthday.

City police chief Terry Jones 
said the victims were ambushed 
after they were dropped off at 
the apartment complex by a 
ride-sharing service.

“The driver dropped them 
off and drove away before the 
shooting started,” Jones said.

Zamora, who was stationed 
at F.E. Warren Air Force Base 
near Cheyenne, Wyo., was not 
part of the ride-sharing group. 

In a statement, Francis E. 

Warren Air Force Base said 
Zamora was a staff sergeant 
assigned to the base near Chey-
enne, Wyo., about 60 miles 
north of Fort Collins.

Zamora was off duty when 
the shooting happened, the base 
statement said. He had served 
in the Air Force for more than 
8 years.

McNealy, 22, a senior arts 
major at CSU, was set to gradu-
ate in December.

She worked at Rocky Moun-
tain Student Media Corp., 
which operates The Rocky 
Mountain Collegian, an inde-
pendent newspaper at CSU.

The third victim was hospi-
talized and is expected to sur-

vive her wounds, said police 
spokeswoman Kate Kimble. 
Her identity wasn’t immedi-
ately released.

Police found two rifles and a 
handgun registered to Zamora 
at the scene, according to The 
Coloradoan.

Colorado State held a vigil for 
McNealy Friday evening.

“This tragedy, occurring so 
near our campus, brings into 
sharp focus the value of life 
everywhere,” university Presi-
dent Tony Frank said in an 
email to students and employ-
ees. “As we head into the com-
ing weekend, please take care 
of yourselves and one another.”

Suspect in Colo. shootings a USAF officer

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump announced on 
Twitter on Saturday morning 
that he planned to release the 
tens of thousands of never-be-
fore-seen documents left in 
files related to President John 
F. Kennedy’s assassination held 
by the National Archives and 
Records Administration.

Kennedy assassination ex-
perts have been speculating for 
weeks about whether Trump 
would disclose the documents. 
The 1992 Kennedy Assassina-
tion Records Collection Act 
required that the millions of 
pages, many of them contained 
in CIA and FBI documents, be 
published in 25 years, by Oct. 
26. Over the years, the National 
Archives has released most of 
the documents, either in full or 
partially redacted.

But one final batch remains 
and only the president has the 
authority to extend the pa-
pers’ secrecy past the October 
deadline. In his tweet, Trump 
seemed to strongly imply he 
was going to release all the re-
maining documents. 

Bloomberg

The year’s most divisive 
fights in Congress are set to 
converge in a bitter partisan 
clash in December that could 
result in a U.S. government 
shutdown.

The unresolved battles — 
over a wall on the U.S.-Mexico 
border, immigration, health 
care subsidies, Planned Par-
enthood and storm relief — are 
hanging over talks on must-pass 
spending legislation to keep the 
government open after Dec. 
8. The spending measure is at 
risk of collapse because it has 
become so weighted with con-
troversial items.  

Unbridgeable policy differ-
ences might result in a push to 
simply extend current spend-
ing authority through fiscal 
2018. That would limit military 
spending to $549 billion, leav-
ing out the big boost sought by 
Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee Chairman John McCain, 
R-Ariz., and other GOP defense 
hawks.

McCain is among those 
threatening to take his year-end 
priorities to the mat. He said 
Wednesday that he won’t sup-
port any temporary extension 
of government agency spend-
ing unless the defense caps are 
lifted. He said a government 

shutdown — for the first time 
since 2013 — is possible.

“There’s always a risk every 
time we go through this cycle,” 
he said.

Democrats say a shutdown 
can be averted if President 
Donald Trump and congres-
sional Republicans put aside 
unrealistic demands such as a 
ban on funds for Planned Par-
enthood or requiring any added 
hurricane-relief funds to be 
offset with domestic spending 
cuts.

There’s still a chance the two 
parties can agree on a deal. 
Senate Democrats have lever-
age because spending bills re-
quire 60 votes for passage and 
Republicans have a slim 52-48 
majority.

The biggest looming dispute 
is over immigration. Senate Mi-
nority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., and House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
say they want Trump to make 
good on a tentative deal they 
struck last month to allow about 
800,000 people who entered the 
U.S. illegally as children to stay 
with a possible path to citizen-
ship. In exchange, Democrats 
would support stronger border 
security — without the wall 
Trump promised in his 2016 
campaign. 

An effort to bolster “Obam-

acare” insurance exchanges 
also could doom spending leg-
islation. Sens. Lamar Alexan-
der, R-Tenn., and Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., agreed last week on a 
plan to provide two more years 
of subsidies to help low-income 
people buy individual coverage 
on Affordable Care Act insur-
ance exchanges. The accord 
seeks to lure Republican votes 
by also giving states added flex-
ibility in overseeing insurer of-
ferings on the exchanges.

Another sticking point is di-
saster relief. Texas, Florida and 
Puerto Rico could seek tens of 
billions of dollars in rebuild-
ing money once final damage 
assessments are tallied. Con-
servatives are likely to seek 
spending cuts in exchange for 
such funds, which Democrats 
and many Republicans reject.

A dispute over extending 
the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program, which expired 
in September, also could carry 
over into the spending bill. So, 
too, could a perennial push by 
Republican House conserva-
tives to ban funding for Planned 
Parenthood.

On defense, Republicans 
are seeking to increase spend-
ing caps by $54 billion, while 
Democrats insist that must be 
coupled with the same increase 
for nondefense spending. 

Possible government shutdown looms Trump won’t 
block release 
of JFK docs
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 Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A judge 
on Friday tossed out a $417 
million jury award to a woman 
who claimed she developed 
ovarian cancer by using John-
son & Johnson talc-based baby 
powder for feminine hygiene.

Los Angeles County Supe-
rior Court Judge Maren Nelson 
granted the company’s request 
for a new trial, saying there 
were errors and jury miscon-
duct in the previous trial that 
ended with the award two 
months ago.

Nelson also ruled that there 
wasn’t convincing evidence 
that Johnson & Johnson acted 
with malice and the award for 
damages was excessive.

The decision will be appealed 
even though Eva Echeverria 
has died, said her attorney, 
Mark Robinson Jr.

“We will continue to fight on 
behalf of all women who have 
been impacted by this dan-
gerous product,” he said in a 
statement.

Echeverria alleged Johnson 
& Johnson failed to adequately 
warn consumers about tal-
cum powder’s potential cancer 
risks. She used the company’s 
baby powder on a daily basis 
beginning in the 1950s until 
2016 and was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer in 2007, accord-
ing to court papers.

Echeverria developed ovar-
ian cancer as a “proximate 

result of the unreasonably dan-
gerous and defective nature of 
talcum powder,” she said in her 
lawsuit.

Her attorney contended that 
documents showed that John-
son & Johnson knew about the 
risks of talc and ovarian cancer 
for three decades.

The company said it was 
pleased with the ruling.

“Ovarian cancer is a devas-
tating disease — but it is not 
caused by the cosmetic-grade 
talc we have used in Johnson’s 
Baby Powder for decades. The 
science is clear and we will 
continue to defend the safety of 
Johnson’s Baby Powder as we 
prepare for additional trials in 
the U.S.,” spokeswoman Carol 

Goodrich said in a statement.
Similar allegations have led 

to hundreds of lawsuits against 
the New Jersey-based com-
pany. Jury awards have totaled 
hundreds of millions of dollars.

However, on Tuesday a Mis-
souri appellate court threw out 
a $72 million award to the fam-
ily of an Alabama woman who 
has died, ruling that the state 
wasn’t the proper jurisdiction 
for such a case.

The court cited a U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling in June that 
placed limits on where injury 
lawsuits could be filed, saying 
state courts cannot hear claims 
against companies not based in 
the state where alleged injuries 
occurred. 

 The Washington Post

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — 
Three men were charged with 
attempted homicide after they 
argued with a group of people 
protesting a white nationalist’s 
speech and fired a shot at them, 
police said Friday.

About 90 minutes after Rich-
ard Spencer’s speech Thursday 
at the University of Florida 
— which generated so much 
controversy that the governor 
declared a state of emergency 
days before the event — a silver 
Jeep pulled up to six to eight 
protesters near a bus stop and 
confronted them, according to 
Gainesville Police Department 
spokesman Sgt. Ben Tobias.

The men, whom police iden-
tified as white nationalists, 
threatened the group, mak-
ing Nazi salutes and shouting 
chants about Hitler, police said.

One of the people in the group, 
who were in their 20s and head-
ing home after protesting, hit 
the Jeep with a baton. It pulled 
over.

Tyler Tenbrink, 28, of Rich-

mond, Texas, jumped out with a 
gun, authorities said. According 
to the Alachua County sheriff’s 
arrest report, Colton Fears, 28, 
and William Fears, 30, of Pasa-
dena, Texas, encouraged Ten-
brink to shoot .

Tenbrink fired a single shot 
that missed the people, police 
said, and hit a nearby building.

 The men then fled in the Jeep, 
but one of the people who had 
been targeted got the license 
plate number and reported it to 
police.  

 Tobias said all three admit-
ted to having been involved in 
the shooting when they were 
stopped by police on Inter-
state 75 about 15 miles north of 
Gainesville. Tenbrink admitted 
he was the shooter, according 
to the Alachua County sheriff’s 
arrest report.

Spencer’s speech was re-
peatedly disrupted by people 
shouting at him, but the pro-
tests outside remained largely 
peaceful, despite tensions be-
tween his supporters and the 
thousands of counterprotesters. 

Judge tosses $417M talcum trial award

3 charged in shooting 
after controversial 
speech at Fla. college Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— A spacewalking astronaut 
successfully replaced a blurry 
camera outside the Internation-
al Space Station on Friday but 
had to contend with a balky jet-
pack and a frayed safety tether.

Both jetpacks and safety ties 
are crucial for saving a flyaway 
astronaut.

NASA said Joe Acaba always 
was securely attached to the or-
biting outpost and never in any 
danger during the nearly seven-
hour spacewalk.

But one of his tethers had to 
be replaced shortly after he 
and station Commander Randy 
Bresnik floated outside. Mission 
Control noticed the red lifeline 
was frayed and worn. Bresnik 
went back to the air lock to get 
Acaba a spare.

Then, five hours into the 
spacewalk, Mission Control saw 
that the right handle on Acaba’s 
emergency jetpack was popped 
open — again. Bresnik once 
more went to his crewmate’s 
assistance, even offering some 
tape to keep it down.

After consulting for several 
minutes in Houston, flight con-
trollers declared the jetpack 

unreliable and ordered Acaba 
back inside once he was done 
greasing the new robot arm . 
He finished the lube job, then 
headed in.

Bresnik acknowledged things 
didn’t go as planned, “with all 
the stuff that happened today 
and the challenges we had.” But 
he thanked everyone for their 
hard work and diligence.

In the end, only a couple 
minor chores were left undone.

“Great work today,” Mission 
Control radioed as the space-
walk came to a close.

It was the third spacewalk in 
two weeks for U.S. astronauts. 
Bresnik went out on all three; 
he was accompanied by Mark 
Vande Hei to install the new ro-
botic hand on Oct. 5 and lubri-
cate it on Oct. 10. 

Earlier, Acaba provided nec-
essary focus to the space sta-
tion’s robot arm.

He unbolted a blurry camera 
from the new robotic hand  and 
then popped in a spare, which 
flight controllers quickly tested 
from Houston. The replacement 
provided crisp, clear views.

Sharp focus is essential when 
the space station’s robot hand 
grabs an arriving supply ship 
and anchors it.  

Astronaut must deal with 
bad jetpack on spacewalk
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Unpaid $7 restaurant 
bill leads to theft ring 

LA PEARL RIVER  — 
Louisiana police  said 

an unpaid $7 Waffle House bill 
has led them to make two ar-
rests and break a Los Angeles-
based identity theft ring.

Pearl River police  said in-
vestigators were told two men 
drove off in a U-Haul van after 
stiffing the restaurant  on Oct. 
14.  Patrol officers reportedly 
spotted the van at a hotel, and a 
passenger ran into some woods 
as they approached.

A police statement Thurs-
day  said officers arrested both 
the driver and passenger, and 
a search of the van turned up 
fake identification and credit 
cards, credit card skimming 
devices — and a Waffle House 
receipt for $7.41.  Police said 
investigators are working with 
the Secret Service, and more 
arrests are possible.

Chief J.J. Jennings  said 
there’s an etiquette lesson: 
“Pay your bill and tip your 
waitress.” 

Police video shows bear 
peering in windows  

CA KINGS BEACH  — A 
very large bear-about-

town was spotted peering into 
shop windows in a California 
tourist community on Lake 
Tahoe.

The Placer  County Sheriff’s 
Office posted video on its Face-
book page of the four-pawed 
prowler early Wednesday.

In it, Deputy Don Nevins 
shines his car’s spotlight on the 
animal and shouts, “Hey, big 
boy!” before warning the bear 
against breaking into any of the 
shops .

Shortly after, the bear darts 
in front of his patrol car and off 
into a park.

 Sheriff’s spokeswoman Dena 

Erwin  said deputies respond to 
bear calls every day because 
they break into cars, homes 
and businesses. She said right 
now, they are preparing for 
hibernation, so they’re upping 
their calorie intake.    

Students say they’re 
punished for walkout 

NJ CLIFFSIDE PARK  
— Some New Jersey 

high school students  said they 
are being punished for staging 
a walkout after a teacher told a 
class to “speak American.”

Dozens of students walked 
out of Cliffside Park High 
School on Monday. Some of 
the students told The (Ber-
gen County) Record they have 
been given punishments rang-
ing from detention to multiday 
suspensions.

The school district told the 
newspaper on Thursday that a 
freshman and a junior  received 
suspensions  last week.   

The protest stemmed from a 
video  in which a teacher in the 
heavily Hispanic district  told a 
student to “speak American.” 

Man charged with using 
fake ID hid in trash can 

DE WILMINGTON  — A 
Pennsylvania man 

who allegedly tried to rent a car 
in Delaware using fake identi-
fication was found hiding in a 
trash can.

Delaware State Police said 
when  Davontae Williams, 23, 
 went to  Enterprise  Rent-A-Car 
in Wilmington on Wednesday, 
 employees realized Williams 
matched the description of 
someone who tried to use fake 
ID  to make a transaction at an-
other area branch that day.

Police said Williams fled 
when a trooper told him to stop. 
After a foot chase, police found 
him hiding in a trash can.

Williams  was charged with 
theft by false pretense of over 

$1,500, resisting arrest and 
other charges.  

Postal worker admits 
stealing meth package 

WV CHARLESTON  — A 
former West Virginia 

postal worker has pleaded guilty 
to stealing a mailed package 
containing methamphetamine.

 Turner Connolly, 25,  en-
tered the plea to theft of mail 
by a postal employee  in federal 
court .

Federal prosecutors  said 
Connolly worked as a mail 
processing clerk at the South 
Charleston Post Office and was 
able to identify packages in-
tended for a state police foren-
sic laboratory.

Prosecutors  said he stole a 
package from the Marshall 
County Drug Task Force that 
was to be delivered to the labo-
ratory in November 2016. 

KFC Twitter follows 
11 Herbs and Spices 

KY LOUISVILLE  — A 
Twitter user  earned 

kudos online for discovering a 
subtle message on Kentucky 
Fried Chicken’s account.

The KFC account follows 
just 11 users; five of them are 
former members of the Spice 
Girls and the other six are men 
named Herb, including Green 
Bay Packers cornerback Herb 
Waters and music legend Herb 
Alpert. It adds up to 11 herbs 
and spices, part of the famous 
secret recipe KFC founder Col-
onel Harland Sanders touted 
for his fried chicken.

The connection was noticed 
on Twitter by a user who goes 
by “Edge.” His tweet  has been 
shared hundreds of thousands 
of times .

KFC  told The Associated 
Press it has been following the 
11 Herbs and Spices for about 
a month.   

Jambalayah sickens 
more than 100 at event

LA COLUMBIA — Loui-
siana’s health depart-

ment said salmonella from the 
chicken and sausage jambalaya 
at a softball team’s fundraiser 
may have killed one person and 
apparently  made more than 100 
people ill.

A news release Friday from 
the Louisiana Department of 
Health said at least 125 people 
have been identified with gastro-
intestinal illness after eating the 
rice and meat dish sold Monday, 
with 37 people hospitalized. 

One death was reported, 
but officials are conducting an 
autopsy to determine wheth-
er it can be attributed to the 
outbreak. 

Police: Newborn’s dad 
sold heroin in hospital 

PA GREENSBURG  — A 
Pennsylvania man has 

been jailed on charges he sold 
heroin in the hospital maternity 
ward room where people were 
visiting his newborn daughter.

 Cody Hulse, 25, was ar-
raigned Friday on charges 
including heroin delivery and 
endangering the welfare of 
children. 

Authorities  said Hulse got 
busted after  police stopped a 
vehicle Thursday and found 
heroin and paraphernalia. The 
occupants told police they had 
just bought the drugs from 
Hulse at Excela Health West-
moreland Hospital.

Police  said they went to the 
maternity room and confront-
ed Hulse, who  said he sold the 
drugs and who had heroin in 
his pocket.

Police  said Hulse’s girl-
friend, the baby’s mother, told 
them she didn’t know about the 
drug deals. 
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Associated Press

HOUSTON — Justin Ver-
lander stayed perfect with the 
Houston Astros when they 
couldn’t afford anything else.

The ace right-hander pitched 
seven shutout innings and Jose 
Altuve homered and drove in 
three runs during a 7-1 victory 
over the New York Yankees on 
Friday night that extended the 
AL Championship Series to a 
decisive Game 7.

Acquired in an Aug. 31 trade, 
Verlander has won all nine of 
his outings for the Astros. And 
with his new club facing playoff 
elimination in Game 6 against 
the Yankees, he delivered 
again.

Game 7 is Saturday night 
in Houston, with the winner 
advancing to the World Series 
against the NL champion Los 
Angeles Dodgers.

CC Sabathia is scheduled 
to start for New York against 
Charlie Morton in a rematch 
of Game 3, won 8-1 by the Yan-
kees. The home team has taken 
every game in the series.

“It’s going to be a crazy 
night,” Altuve said. “I know 
both teams are going to go out 
there and leave everything 

they have.”
After striking out 13 for 

a complete-game victory in 
Game 2, Verlander threw an-
other gem. The 2011 AL MVP 
and Cy Young Award winner 
scattered five hits and struck 
out eight to improve to 9-0 with 
67 strikeouts since agreeing to 
a trade from Detroit that was 
completed only seconds before 
the midnight deadline for post-
season eligibility.

For the Astros, it was Just-in 
time.

“I literally love Justin Ver-
lander,” Altuve said. “The way 
he goes out there makes me 
feel like I have to go out there 
and play the same way he’s 
doing it.”

George Springer helped Ver-
lander out of a jam in the sev-
enth, leaping to make a catch 
at the center-field wall that 
robbed  Todd Frazier of extra 
bases with two on and the As-
tros up 3-0.

“I thought homer,” Verlander 
said. “That was obviously one 
of the big turning moments in 
the game.”

Brian McCann’s RBI ground-
rule double in the fifth ended 
an 0-for-20 slump before Al-

tuve snapped an 0-for-12 skid 
with a two-run single later in 
the inning. Altuve hit his fourth 
homer of the postseason when 
he connected on a solo shot off 
David Robertson with no outs 
in the eighth.

“I love the way we played 
today,” Altuve said.

Houston improved to 5-0 
at home this postseason after 
dropping three straight in New 
York as the Astros chase their 
second trip to the World Series. 
Saturday will be just their sec-
ond Game 7 in franchise histo-
ry after losing the final game of 
the 2004 NLCS at St. Louis 5-2.

The last Game 7 for the Yan-
kees also was a loss in 2004, 
when they capped an unprec-
edented collapse against rival 
Boston after leading 3-0 in the 
ALCS.

But this year, the Yankees 
are 4-0 in postseason elimina-
tion games as they try to ad-
vance to the World Series for 
the first time since 2009. New 
York is 1-5 on the road in these 
playoffs, however.

“I think you have to keep 
tonight’s game in perspective,” 
manager Joe Girardi said. “We 
still have a shot to do what we 

want to try to do tomorrow. 
And put tonight behind you, 
move on, and let’s be ready to 
go tomorrow.”

Yankees rookie slugger 
Aaron Judge cut the lead to 3-1 
with a homer off Brad Peacock 
in the eighth. But that came 
after Judge struck out in two 
of his first three at-bats to give 
him 26 this postseason, tying 
him with Alfonso Soriano for 
the most strikeouts in one post-
season in major league history.

Peacock settled down after 
the homer by Judge, retiring 
the next two batters, capped 
by a strikeout of Gary Sanchez 
to end the inning. Ken Giles 
finished it off with a scoreless 
ninth.

Houston led the majors in 
scoring during the regular 
season, but had struggled in 
this series, managing just nine 
runs combined in the first five 
games. Alex Bregman, who 
changed his walk-up music 
to Tom Petty’s “I Won’t Back 
Down” on Friday, belted a two-
run double in the eighth inning 
to make it 6-1, giving the Astros 
more runs than they’d man-
aged in their last three games 
combined. 

Verlander, Astros force Game 7 in ALCS

Michigan State packs arena for Midnight Madness
Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. 
— Michigan State’s basketball 
team drew so many fans to 
Midnight Madness that some 
of them had to settle for seats 
without much of a view for part 
of the show.

The Breslin Center has 
14,759 seats and each seemed 
to be filled with fired-up fans, 
some of whom had an obstruct-
ed view because of a video 
screen that was set up behind a 
baseline.

“My whole dream was to 
someday fill this place,” Izzo 
said Friday night, standing on 
a stage with his team. “And, 
we’ve got an overflow crowd.”

Izzo looked as if he was 
dressed for a practice, wearing 
a green pullover and athletic 

pants. In the past, he has got-
ten into costumes for the event 
and dressed up as characters 
such as Dracula or has done 
a stunt such as repelling from 
the rafters.

“For 22 years, most of the 
time I’m doing something in-
sane,” he said.

This time, Izzo let his play-
ers become the feature during 
a high-flying scrimmage that 
all in attendance could see be-
cause the screen was lowered. 
Bridges made the first shot in a 
spirted scrimmage on a dunk.

The Hall of Fame coach 
repeated a message Bridges 
delivered last spring when he 
made a relatively stunning de-
cision to return for his sopho-
more season instead of being a 
top pick in the NBA Draft. 

Arizona: Coach Sean Miller 

told a sold-out crowd at the 
McKale Center his team “can 
do some special things,” in his 
first appearance in front of 
fans since a scandal shook his 
and other programs in college 
basketball. Wildcats assistant 
Emanuel Richardson was ar-
rested for allegedly accepting 
a bribe and paying at least one 
player to attend the school.

Several recruits attended Ar-
izona’s Red-Blue Game, includ-
ing the school’s two committed 
players for the 2018 class, Bran-
don Williams and Shareef 
O’Neal, whose father, Shaquille 
O’Neal, sat courtside.

Coveted recruit Jahvon Quin-
erly recently retracted his com-
mitment less than a month after 
Arizona’s basketball program 
became entangled in a fed-
eral probe. FBI documents say 

Richardson accepted $20,000 in 
bribes and used money to influ-
ence an unnamed recruit who 
committed to the school “on or 
about Aug. 9, 2017.” Quinerly, a 
five-star point guard from New 
Jersey, announced his commit-
ment to the school on Aug. 8.

Duke: The Blue Devils’ 
“Countdown to Craziness ,” 
featured perhaps the nation’s 
top freshman class led by Trev-
on Duval, Gary Trent Jr., Wen-
dell Carter and Marvin Bagley. 
Duke will need them to replace 
Jayson Tatum, Frank Jackson 
and Harry Giles, who jumped 
to the NBA after their lone col-
lege season.

Syracuse: The Orange at-
tracted a modest crowd of per-
haps 1,000 fans at the Carrier 
Dome that has nearly 50,000 
seats.
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Associated Press

RENO, Nev. — Timothy 
McVey led three Air Force 
rushers with 100-plus yards 
and Luke Strebel kicked a 30-
yard field goal as time expired 
to help Air Force beat Nevada 
45-42 on Friday night.

McVey rushed for 139 yards, 
Ronald Cleveland had 118 
yards on eight carries and 
Taven Birdow added 100 yards 
for Air Force (3-4, 2-2 Moun-
tain West). Each player scored 
a rushing touchdown and Arion 
Worthman added 92 yards and 

two TDs. The Falcons gained 
550 yards on 91 carries.

“We were moving the ball 
and if it came down to a last-
second score, (we knew) it was 
going to be us, and we weren’t 
going to let them score,” Cleve-
land said.

Air Force’s dominant rush-
ing game helped hold the ball 
for 41 minutes, 20 seconds, 
including a 20-play drive that 
lasted nearly 10 minutes in the 
second half.

“For us, being able to move 
the sticks helps us stay on the 
field,” Air Force coach Troy 

Calhoun said. “We got to ex-
ecute better. We had a number 
of balls on the ground and our 
perimeter execution has to be 
better. But we found a way.”

Ty Gangi went 17-for-33 for 
239 passing yards and Kelton 
Moore rushed for 101 yards and 
a touchdown for Nevada (1-7, 1-
3). Gangi has totaled 925 yards 
in his last three games.

“They executed well,” Ne-
vada coach Jay Norvell said. 
“It’s a very unique style of of-
fense that you don’t play very 
often. They did a great job of 
executing it without throwing 

the ball very much.”
The takeaway: Nevada hasn’t 

surrendered more than 500 
rushing yards in a game in two 
decades.

Up next: Air Force plays at 
Colorado State next Saturday 
for its fourth road match in 
five games. The Falcons play 
three of their last four games 
at home.

Following a bye week, Ne-
vada plays at Boise State on 
Nov. 4. Since beating then-No. 
3 Boise State in 2010, Nevada 
has lost four straight against 
the Broncos.

Strebel’s FG lifts Air Force over Nevada

Rookie QB Watson gives Texans optimism
Associated Press

HOUSTON — Without J.J. 
Watt for the second straight 
season, a new star has emerged 
for the Houston Texans. Rookie 
Deshaun Watson has this team 
long known for its defense roll-
ing on offense.

Though the Texans are 3-3 
entering their bye, the devel-
opment of Watson has them 
encouraged that they’ve finally 
found the player to end their 
years of quarterback woes and 
help the franchise take the next 
step.

Romeo Crennel, Houston’s 
70-year-old assistant head 
coach who has worked in the 
NFL since 1981, says Watson 
has the “it factor.”

“You can’t describe the ‘it 
factor.’ Guys who have it, they 
have it, and you just know it 
when you see it,” Crennel said. 
“But it’s hard to tell what it is. 
You take a guy like J.J. — J.J. 
has the ‘it factor’ and his it fac-
tor is different than Watson’s ‘it 
factor.’ But you know it when 
they got it and you see it.”

Watson is emerging as the 
new face of this team that is 
looking to move on after Watt, a 
three-time Defensive Player of 
the Year, broke his leg on Oct. 
8. The Texans also spent most 
of last season without Watt; he 
missed the last 13 games after 
having a second back surgery.

They won their second 

straight AFC South title last 
season, but were eliminated by 
New England in the divisional 
round of the playoffs after 
a three-interception perfor-
mance by Brock Osweiler. The 
Texans dealt Osweiler to Cleve-
land in March and traded up to 
take Watson with the 12th over-
all pick in this year’s draft after 
he led Clemson to a national 
championship. He started the 
year as Tom Savage’s backup, 
but took over at halftime of a 
season-opening loss to Jackson-
ville after Savage struggled.

Since then, Watson has 
thrown for 1,297 yards and 15 
touchdowns to give him the 
most touchdown passes by a 
rookie in the first six games in 
NFL history. Under his guid-
ance the Texans have scored 30 
or more points in four straight 
games for the first time in fran-
chise history, highlighted by a 
57-14 win over the Titans where 
they set a franchise mark for 
points.

His performance is a wel-
come change for a team search-
ing for a solution at quarterback 
for years, and has had nine 
players start behind center 
since 2013. The 22-year-old is 
well aware of Houston’s long-
time quarterback problems, but 
is set on looking ahead and not 
concerning himself about what 
happened before he joined the 
team.

“I just try to stay focused on 

my job and operation of this of-
fense and do what I can really 
do, kind of control what I can 
control ... and learn as I grow 
each and every week,” he said. 
“But, as far as my impact, I 
know I have a lot of it, but hon-
estly, I just try to do what I have 
to do to do my job.”

Watson’s numbers are cer-
tainly impressive, but if you 
talk to coaches and players 
they’ll tell you his statistics 
only tell part of the story. The 
Texans love his attitude and the 
confidence he’s brought to this 
offense.

“He has his own swag to 
him. He just keeps everything 
fun,” receiver Will Fuller said. 
“That’s the biggest thing with 
football is just if you’re having 
fun I feel like you can play free. 
I feel like that’s what he does, 
too. He plays free and he makes 
plays.”

Watson’s all about the fun, 
for sure.

“The energy and the vibe 
that we bring on the field and 
the fun that we have,” he said. 
“I believe that it’s easy to kind 
of get in that place where it’s all 
about business and everyone’s 
kind of uptight and not having 
fun. But with this offense, we 
love to have fun and go out there 
and put up points and every 
time we step on the field.”

He also has a knack for ex-
tending plays with his legs and 
making ones that could lead a 

highlight reel. One such play 
came in Week 3 against the 
Patriots when he evaded four 
tackles before launching a 31-
yard pass to D’Onta Foreman 
in the fourth quarter.

Then there was the play he 
made against the Chiefs when 
Rakeem Nunez-Roches tried to 
strip the ball out of his hands 
as he scrambled away from the 
pass rush. Watson smoothly 
moved the ball from his right to 
left hand to keep it away from 
Nunez-Roches before switching 
it back to his right and launch-
ing it 48 yards for a touchdown 
to Fuller.

Coach Bill O’Brien is im-
pressed by these plays, too. But 
he knows that Watson will have 
to continue to improve if the 
Texans hope to make their third 
straight playoff appearance.

“He’s got a great instinct, he’s 
got good eyes, good vision, good 
feel,” O’Brien said. “He’s done 
a really good job for a 22-year 
old guy, but ... it gets harder 
and harder. The more you put 
things on film, the more you 
have to adjust. If anybody can 
adjust and anybody can adapt, 
it’s him. Being around him for 
the time that I’ve been around 
him ... he’s very smart, very 
poised and he’s got a good in-
stinct for the game.”

In other words, the it factor.
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Ovechkin’s OT goal lifts Caps over Wings
Associated Press

DETROIT — Alex Ovech-
kin’s first significant play of 
the night led to a goal for the 
other team. His pass was in-
tercepted, and Detroit scored 
short-handed.

Ovechkin and the Washing-
ton power play eventually made 
up for that mistake.

Ovechkin scored at 1:56 of 
overtime to give the Capitals a 
4-3 victory over the Red Wings 
on Friday night. The winner 
came on the power play, and so 
did T.J. Oshie’s goal for Wash-
ington that tied it with 1:01 left 
in regulation.

“I had some chances in the 
second period, but I missed the 
net a couple times and he made 
some nice saves,” Ovechkin 
said. “It felt great to get that 
last one. We’ve been getting 
scoring chances, but we just 
needed to put some away.”

Ovechkin drew a tripping 
penalty on Trevor Daley in 
overtime, then won it with his 
NHL-leading 10th goal of the 
season — a familiar slap shot 
from the left circle that beat 
Petr Mrazek to the glove side.

“There’s a reason he’s scored 
a gazillion goals in this league,” 
Capitals coach Barry Trotz 
said. “He shoots it better than 
anybody out there. If you give 
him enough opportunities, 
they’re going to go in.”

Tomas Tatar scored twice 
in the third period for Detroit. 
His second goal came on the 
power play after John Carlson 
was called for delay of game, 
but Dylan Larkin was whistled 
for the same penalty toward 
the end of the period, and Oshie 
was able to tie it at 3 with Caps 
goalie Braden Holtby pulled.

Darren Helm scored a short-
handed goal for the Red Wings 
in the second. Andre Bura-
kovsky tied it for the Capitals in 
the final minute of that period, 
and Jay Beagle added a short-
handed goal of his own in the 
third for Washington.

“Overall, we did a lot of good 
things, but we’ve got to stay 
the course,” Detroit’s Henrik 
Zetterberg said. “We’ve lost 
three in a row but we can’t say 
we’re playing badly.”

Helm opened the scoring 
when he intercepted Ovech-
kin’s pass and skated back the 

other way. His shot from the top 
of the left circle beat Holtby for 
the third short-handed goal al-
lowed by the Caps this season. 

Penguins 4, Panthers 3: 
Conor Sheary backhanded a 
power-play goal past James Re-
imer with 2:53 left to help visit-
ing Pittsburgh beat Florida.

Evgeni Malkin had a goal and 
an assist, and Sidney Crosby 
and Carter Rowney also scored 
for the Penguins. Matthew 
Murray stopped 28 shots, and 
Phil Kessell had two assists. 

Ducks 6, Canadiens 2: 
Derek Grant scored the first 
two goals of his NHL career, 
getting the second while host 
Anaheim scored three goals in 
a 97-second span of the third 
period against Montreal.

Brandon Montour, Antoine 
Vermette and Chris Wagner 
had a goal and an assist apiece 
for the Ducks, who scored just 
two goals in their previous two 
games before shredding Mon-
treal goalie Carey Price. Den-
nis Rasmussen also scored his 
first goal for the Ducks dur-
ing Anaheim’s three-goal first 
period. 

Jets 4, Wild 3: Blake Wheel-

er scored the 200th goal of his 
NHL career with 6:46 left and 
host Winnipeg held off Minne-
sota for coach Paul Maurice’s 
600th victory.

The Wild turned the puck 
over just outside their blue line 
and Kyle Connor fed a pass to 
Wheeler, who used a deke to 
beat goalie Devin Dubnyk at 
13:14. The former University of 
Minnesota star’s score made up 
for a disallowed Winnipeg goal 
midway through the period. 

Sharks 3, Devils 0: Martin 
Jones made 28 saves for his 
first shutout of the season and 
16th overall to lead visiting San 
Jose past New Jersey.

Melker Karlsson, Joe Pavel-
ski and Joonas Donskoi scored 
and Justin Braun had two as-
sists to help the Sharks open a 
five-game East Coast trip. 

Canucks 4, Sabres 2: Derek 
Dorsett had two goals and an 
assist in visiting Vancouver’s 
victory over Buffalo.

Daniel Sedin, Markus Gran-
lund also scored to help the 
Canucks improve to 2-1-0 on a 
five-game trip. Brandon Sut-
ter had two assists, and Jacob 
Markstrom made 15 saves. 

NHL roundup

Ball nearly scores triple-double in win over Phoenix
NBA roundup

 Associated Press

PHOENIX — Lonzo Ball 
barely missed a triple-double 
with 29 points, 11 rebounds and 
nine assists in his second NBA 
game and the Los Angeles Lak-
ers held on to beat the Phoenix 
Suns 132-130 on Friday night.

The Suns had a chance to tie it 
with 1.2 seconds to play, but T.J. 
Warren missed the first of two 
free throws. That meant he had 
to miss the second intentionally 
and hope for a rebound, but the 
Suns couldn’t get a decent shot 
off before the buzzer.

 Warriors 128, Pelicans 
120: Klay Thompson scored 31 

points, Stephen Curry added 28 
and Golden State easily erased 
a 15-point first-half deficit to 
beat host New Orleans.

 Anthony Davis had 35 points 
and 17 rebounds for the Peli-
cans, while fellow big man De-
Marcus Cousins also had 35 
points.

 Cavaliers 116, Bucks 97: 
LeBron James had 24 points 
and eight assists, Kyle Korver 
hit three straight threes in a big 
third-quarter run and visiting 
Cleveland beat Milwaukee. 

Celtics 102, 76ers 92: 
Kyrie Irving scored 21 points, 
Al Horford had 15 and Boston 
won for the first time since los-

ing Gordon Hayward, topping 
host Philadelphia.

 Timberwolves 100, Jazz 
97: Jamal Crawford scored all 
17 of his points in the fourth 
quarter and hit a three with 
27.5 seconds to go that helped 
Minnesota hold off Utah in its 
home opener.

 Nets 126, Magic 121: 
D’Angelo Russell, Trevor 
Booker and DeMarre Carroll 
all scored 17 points and Brook-
lyn beat Orlando in its home 
opener.

 Hornets 109, Hawks 91:
Kemba Walker scored 26 
points, Dwight Howard had 20 
points and 15 rebounds in his 

first home game with his new 
team, and host Charlotte ral-
lied to beat Atlanta.

 Trail Blazers 114, Pac-
ers 96: CJ McCollum scored 
28 points on 12-of-18 shoot-
ing to lead Portland past host 
Indiana.

 Wizards 115, Pistons 111: 
John Wall scored 20 of his 27 
points in the second half and 
added 10 assists to help Wash-
ington beat visiting Detroit. 

Kings 93, Mavericks 88: 
George Hill scored 21 points 
and Sacramento beat host Dal-
las for its first victory of the 
season. 
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