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U.S. forces are fighting Ira-
nian-backed proxies in Syria
frequently as they come under
militant attacks that analysts
say have been aided by the Syr-
ian government. 

Dozens of those rocket, mis-
sile and drone attacks have fo-
cused on a strategic American
base at a gas field in northeast-
ern Syria near the Iraq border, a
de facto territorial dividing
point between forces backed by
Iran and the U.S.-led coalition to
defeat Islamic State. 

Mission Support Site Conoco
has been attacked about 40
times since October 2023, U.S.
Central Command said in a
statement this month. 

Many of those attacks have
taken place in recent months,
after U.S. and Iraqi officials an-
nounced the withdrawal of
American forces from Iraq and
in the aftermath of Israel’s cam-
paign against Hezbollah in Le-
banon. 

Conoco, a dusty outpost about
five miles from an airfield con-
trolled by the Syrian regime,

has become the front line for an
Iranian proxy attempt to pres-
sure U.S. forces to leave Syria
altogether, said Charles Lister,
the director of Syria and Coun-
tering Terrorism and Extre-
mism programs at the Middle
East Institute. 

Some of the attacks appear to
be directly facilitated by the
Syrian regime, said Lister, cit-
ing unidentified official U.S.
sources.

The U.S. has repeatedly hit
back with artillery strikes,
mostly targeting Iranian prox-
ies. But it’s also struck Syrian
government positions, Lister
said.

“We’re not just looking at war
in Gaza, we’re not just looking at
war in Lebanon, but the U.S. is
actually fully engaged in a hot
conflict right now, involving
Iranian proxies and the Syrian
regime in eastern Syria,” Lister
said. 

On Friday, the Pentagon said
U.S. forces had been attacked
125 times in Syria and 79 times
in Iraq since October 2023, ac-
cording to Reuters.

CENTCOM did not respond

to earlier Stars and Stripes
questions about how frequently
the U.S. was responding to mil-
itant attacks and whether Syr-
ian government locations were
among those being targeted by
American artillery fire or other
retaliatory strikes.

Although groups linked to
Syrian President Bashar As-
sad’s government attacked U.S.
forces over the past year, the
regime didn’t take a very active
role, said Renad Mansour, a se-
nior research fellow and direc-
tor of the Iraq Initiative at the
London-based think tank
Chatham House. 

But the Syrian government
and other groups could be
changing their thinking “as it
becomes clear that [there] are
just no red lines for Israel from
their perspective, and that they
are also at war, and Israel will
attack the Syrian regime,” Man-
sour said.

A U.S.-led coalition in Iraq
and Syria is working to prevent
a resurgence of ISIS. About 900
U.S. service members and an
undisclosed number of contrac-
tors are operating in Syria,

where they support local Kur-
dish forces. 

An additional 2,500 American
military forces are in Iraq, the
Defense Department said in
September. That same month,
the White House announced an
agreement with Iraq to wrap up
the U.S. military mission there
next year, though it didn’t spec-
ify whether the agreement
would mean a full troop with-
drawal.

Some of those attacks in Iraq
and Syria over the past year
have killed or seriously injured
American military personnel.
Eight U.S. service members
suffered traumatic brain inju-
ries and smoke inhalation from
an Aug. 9 militant drone attack
at Rumalyn Landing Zone in
northeastern Syria. Days ear-
lier, four U.S. troops and a de-
fense contractor were injured in
a rocket attack Aug. 5 at al Asad
Air Base in Iraq. 

And three soldiers were
killed and dozens more injured
in a one-way drone attack at an
American outpost in Jordan just
across the Syrian border on Jan.
28. 

US forces face frequent attacks in Syria
BY ALISON BATH
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Russia’s military captured a
British national fighting with
Ukrainian troops who have oc-
cupied part of Russia’s Kursk
region, according to reports
Monday, as Moscow began day-
light drone attacks on civilian
areas of Ukraine and its ground
forces accelerated gains along
parts of the front line.

The Briton was identified by
state news agency Tass and oth-
er media as James Scott Rhys
Anderson. Tass quoted him as

saying that he had served as a
signalman in the British army
for four years and then joined
the International Legion of Uk-
raine, formed early on in Rus-
sia’s nearly 3-year-old war
against its neighbor. 

On the battlefield, Ukrainian
forces are straining to hold at
bay a push by Russia’s bigger
army at places in the eastern
Donetsk region. Russian forces
recently have gained ground at
“a significantly quicker rate”
than they did in the whole of last

year, according to the Institute
for the Study of War, a Washing-
ton think tank.

The Russians have detected
and are exploiting weaknesses
in the Ukrainian defenses, it
said in an analysis.

The war surpassed 1,000 days
last week, and the milestone co-
incided with a significant esca-
lation in hostilities.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s air
force said Russia is adapting its
drone tactics, as it fired 145
Shahed drones at Ukraine.

The captured Briton report-
edly served as an instructor for
Ukrainian troops and was de-
ployed to the Kursk region
against his will. Tass published
a video of the man saying in
English that he doesn’t want to
be “here.” 

The report couldn’t be inde-
pendently verified, but if con-
firmed it could be one of the first
publicly known case of a West-
ern national captured on Rus-
sian soil while fighting for Uk-
raine.

Russia said to capture Briton fighting for Kyiv
Associated Press
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Philadelphia has hosted a cer-
emonial groundbreaking for
“The Tun” as part of a project to
re-create the historic tavern
known to every Marine as the
service’s birthplace.

Located just a few hundred
feet from the original site, the
project is spearheaded by The
Tun Legacy Foundation, a non-
profit group led by Marine Corps
veteran and Philly native Pa-
trick Dailey.

While the Nov. 10 ground-
breaking didn’t mark the official
start of construction, the founda-
tion used the occasion to cele-
brate the Marine Corps’ birth-
day as a symbolic milestone, af-
firming the project’s commit-
ment to becoming a reality.

The original Tun Tavern
served as a mariners’ bar and
meeting place for several nota-

ble organizations, including the
Society of St. George, the Penn-
sylvania Freemasons, St. An-
drew’s Society, the Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick, the Navy and
the Marines. 

While the new tavern will hon-
or its Marine Corps connection,
The Tun will remain true to its
historical roots, paying tribute to
all six organizations, Dailey said.

“This is not a Marine Corps
museum. We have one of those in
Quantico,” he said. “This is a re-
creation of a mariner’s tavern.”

Dailey plans for sections of the
tavern to showcase its storied
history.

Original menus, donated by
the Society of St. Andrew’s, will
guide some of the offerings.
Plans include a microbrewery
and a colonial-style warehouse
attached to the replicated tav-
ern, to be dubbed the Peg Mul-
lan’s Beefsteak Club, which is

what the tavern was known as in
the 1740s.

The target opening date is
Nov. 10, 2025, to coincide with
the Marine Corps’ 250th birth-
day, but financial challenges
could delay the project. 

The foundation has received
two major donations of $1 mil-
lion, along with more from fun-
draising events aided by volun-
teers, Dailey said. But they’ll
need plenty more to fully realize
the vision.

“If we don’t have enough
funds, we’ll probably have to
slow things down, which would
be unfortunate,” Dailey ac-
knowledged. He plans to host a
commemorative event at the site
next year, finished or not.

Amore realistic opening date,
according to Dailey, may be
2030, aligning with the 300th an-
niversary of the Freemasons,
another key group from the orig-

inal tavern’s history.
“People thank me for building

the tavern,” Dailey said. “I’m not
building the tavern — it’s a com-
munity effort.” 

Contributions have come in
many forms, including con-
struction, labor and materials of-
fers from veterans and industry
professionals.

The foundation intends to do-
nate all proceeds upon opening
to veteran and educational orga-
nizations, creating a lasting lega-
cy of service and community.

“I really would like to see it es-
tablished as the place to go to ex-
perience a meal or experience
colonial Philadelphia,” Dailey
said. “It was such an iconic place
in the history of Philadelphia
and America.”

Information on the project
and The Tun Legacy Foundation
can be found at https://the-
tun.org.

Ceremony held for rebuilding of Tun Tavern
BY LYDIA GORDON
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The U.S. Coast Guard plans to
hire a commercial icebreaker to
serve in the Arctic while waiting
for the next generation of its cut-
ters to be built in the next several
years, service officials told law-
makers.

Vice Adm. Thomas Allan, the
deputy commandant for the
Coast Guard’s mission support,
told the House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture’s subpanel on Coast Guard
and maritime transportation on
Nov. 14 that an icebreaking tug,
the Aiviq, would be painted in
Coast Guard colors and trans-
ferred from Pascagoula, Miss., to
Juneau, Alaska. The Aiviq is
scheduled to start icebreaking pa-
trols in 2026.

The Coast Guard has two ice-

breakers. The USCGC Polar Star,
launched in 1976, is usually com-
mitted to clearing sea routes
around Antarctica. The USCGC
Healy was only recently returned
to service following a fire.

The addition of the Aiviq is
meant to give the Coast Guard an-
other option. At the same time, the
U.S. is waiting for the first of 30
icebreaking ships, which were
planned under a cooperative deal
announced in November with
Canada and Finland.

Plans now call for the Coast
Guard to use the Aiviq on a con-
tract basis, with a commercial
crew. The cost of the deal is still
under negotiation, the Coast
Guard said.

The Aiviq will be relinquished
back to the commercial market
after enough new cutters have
been built.

USCG contracts for stopgap
icebreaker amid shortage

BY GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes Cmdr. Charles Diehl has been

relieved of his duties as com-
mander of Airborne Command
and Control Squadron VAW-115
because of a loss of confidence
in his ability to lead, the Navy
said in a news release Friday. 

VAW-115 is an E-2 Hawkeye
squadron attached to Carrier
Air Wing 11 based at Point Mu-
gu, Calif.

Rear Adm. Christopher Alex-
ander replaced Diehl with
Cmdr. Randall Fields, the for-
mer commanding officer of
VAW-116.

The U.S. military routinely
cites only a vague “loss of confi-
dence” when removing com-
manders and other leaders
from authority positions.

“The Navy maintains the
highest standards for com-

manding officers and holds
them accountable when those
standards are not met,” accord-
ing to the statement.

Diehl, who assumed com-
mand of VAW-115 in May, is a
graduate of the University of
Maryland, according to his Na-
vy bio. 

He was commissioned
through Officer Candidate
School in January 2006 and re-
ported to Naval Air Station Pen-
sacola, Fla., for flight training.
He was selected for the E-2
Hawkeye training pipeline and
reported to VAW-120 “Grey-
hawks” for initial qualification
training, earning his Naval
Flight Officer Wings in June
2008.

Diehl has accumulated over
2,500 flight hours in 12 aircraft,
his bio says. 

Navy relieves E-2 Hawkeye
squadron leader from post

Stars and Stripes 



Monday, November 25, 2024 • S T R I P E S L I T E • PAGE 3

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.
— Republican senators pushed
back on Sunday against criti-
cism from Democrats that Tulsi
Gabbard, Donald Trump’s pick
to lead U.S. intelligence services,
is “compromised” by her com-
ments supportive of Russia and
secret meetings, as a congress-
woman, with Syria’s president, a
close ally of the Kremlin and
Iran.

Sen. Tammy Duckworth, an
Illinois Democrat and veteran of
combat missions in Iraq, said she
had concerns about Tulsi Gab-
bard, Trump’s choice to be direc-
tor of national intelligence.

“I think she’s compromised,”
Duckworth said on CNN’s “State
of the Union,” citing Gabbard’s
2017 trip to Syria, where she held
talks with Syrian President
Bashar Assad. Gabbard was a
Democratic House member

from Hawaii at the time.
“The U.S. intelligence com-

munity has identified her as hav-
ing troubling relationships with
America’s foes. And so my worry
is that she couldn’t pass a back-
ground check,” Duckworth said.

Gabbard, who said last month
she is joining the Republican
Party, has served in the Army
National Guard for more than
two decades. She was deployed
to Iraq and Kuwait and, accord-
ing to the Hawaii National
Guard, received a Combat Med-
ical Badge in 2005 for “participa-
tion in combat operations under
enemy hostile fire in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom III.”

Duckworth’s comments drew
immediate backlash from Repu-
blicans.

“For her to say ridiculous and
outright dangerous words like
that is wrong,” Sen. Markwayne
Mullin, a Republican from Okla-

homa, said on CNN, challenging
Duckworth to retract her words.
“That’s the most dangerous
thing she could say — is that a
United States lieutenant colonel
in the United States Army is
compromised and is an asset of
Russia.” 

In recent days, other Demo-
crats have accused Gabbard
without evidence of being a
“Russian asset.” Sen. Elizabeth
Warren, a Massachusetts Demo-
crat, has claimed, without offer-
ing details, that Gabbard is in
Russian President Vladimir
“Putin’s pocket.” 

Mullin and others have said
the criticism from Democrats is
rooted in the fact that Gabbard
left their party and has become a
Trump ally. 

Rep. Adam Schiff, a California
Democrat just elected to the Sen-
ate, said he would not describe
Gabbard as a Russian asset, but

said she had “very questionable
judgment.”

Gabbard in 2022 endorsed one
of Russia’s justifications for in-
vading Ukraine: the existence of
dozens of U.S.-funded biolabs
working on some of the world’s
nastiest pathogens. The labs are
part of an international effort to
control outbreaks and stop bio-
weapons, but Moscow claimed
Ukraine was using them to cre-
ate deadly bioweapons. Gabbard
said she just voiced concerns
about protecting the labs.

Gabbard has also suggested
that Russia had legitimate secur-
ity concerns in deciding to in-
vade Ukraine, given its desire to
join NATO.

Sen. James Lankford, R-Okla.,
acknowledged having “lots of
questions” for Gabbard as the
Senate considers her nomina-
tion to lead the intelligence ser-
vices. 

GOP says Gabbard isn’t ‘compromised’ 
Associated Press 

The United States is arming
the Philippines with advanced
sea drones as part of an effort to
bolster an ally threatened by
China’s territorial claims and
growing maritime power.

The state-run Philippine
News Agency published a pho-
tograph Wednesday of Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin check-
ing out a T-12 Mantas un-
manned surface vessel a day
earlier in Puerto Princesa on
the country’s western island of
Palawan.

Manila has been in a standoff
with Beijing’s coast guard and
maritime militia over disputed
South China Sea territory west
of Palawan.

The Philippine navy has four
T-12s along with another type of
sea drone — the T-38 Devil Ray
— Marine Capt. Joshua Estra-

da, a liaison officer at the U.S.
Embassy in Manila, said by
email Friday.

More unmanned vessels will
be provided to the Philippines,
Austin said at the Western Com-
mand headquarters on Pala-
wan, according to the news
agency.

Austin didn’t say how many
additional sea drones the U.S.
will provide or how much each
of the vessels cost.

The United Kingdom in Janu-
ary 2020 agreed to buy five
T-12s, along with sensors,
equipment, spare parts, train-
ing and technical support for
about $2.3 million, Naval News
reported at the time.

The electric-powered T-12 is
12 feet long and can carry a 140-
pound payload and launch from
ship or shore, according to Flor-
ida-based manufacturer Mar-
tac.

DOD to arm Philippines
with more sea drones

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — U.S. forces plan to
dig in on Japan’s southernmost
islands and in the Philippines if
China invades Taiwan, accord-
ing to a Japanese news agency. 

The deployments would hap-
pen under a plan being prepared
by the United States and Japan,
Kyodo News reported Monday,
citing anonymous sources famil-
iar with U.S.-Japan relations.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
has stated his intent to reunite the
self-governing and democratic
island with mainland China, by
force if necessary.

A Marine littoral regiment
armed with HIMARS — High
Mobility Artillery Rocket Sys-
tems — would be sent to Japan’s
southwestern Nansei islands,
between Okinawa and Taiwan,
according to Kyodo’s sources.
Japanese forces would provide

logistical support.
Littoral regiments typically

consist of about 2,000 Marines
and are intended to be able to
rapidly deploy to islands, coast-
lines and observation posts along
chokepoints.

In November, the Okinawa-
based 12th Marine Regiment
was transformed into the 12th
Marine Littoral Regiment. The
3rd Marine Littoral Regiment
was launched in Hawaii in
March 2022. The service plans to
establish another littoral regi-
ment on Guam.

Meanwhile, a U.S. Army mul-
tidomain task force would deploy
to the Philippines under the plan
reported by Kyodo. They operate
in the air, land, sea, space, cyber
and information domains.

Japan’s Ministry of Defense
and U.S. Army Japan did not im-
mediately respond to questions
about Kyodo’s report.

Report: US may deploy
nearby if Taiwan invaded

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes 
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FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii —
The Navy has determined that
leasing out land for construction
and operation of a pair of biofuel
and solar energy plants at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
would pose no significant envi-
ronmental impact.

The Navy’s issuance on Fri-
day of a final environmental as-
sessment that found no signifi-
cant impact clears the way for a
project that will “improve ener-
gy security, strategic flexibility
and energy resiliency at
JBPHH and the island of Oa-
hu,” the service said in a news
release that day.

The finding means the Navy
will not be required to prepare a
much more comprehensive en-
vironmental impact statement
for the project, according to the
release. 

The plants are expected to be
operational by 2027.

One 10-acre site would house
a biofuel-powered generation
plant. A separate 15 acres would
hold a photovoltaic solar gener-
ating system. Both sites would
house lithium-ion battery stor-
age systems. 

The locations would be con-
nected to the existing distribu-
tion system operated by Hawai-
ian Electric Co., which provides

roughly 95% of the state’s elec-
tricity. 

Ameresco Inc., a publicly
traded renewable energy firm
headquartered in Massachu-
setts, was selected in December
2023 to develop the project. 

The land lease could last up to
37 years, at which time the Navy
and the plants’ operator could
agree on a new lease of up to 13
years, according to the news re-
lease.

Under normal operating con-
ditions, the electricity produced
by the two plants would supply
power to Hawaiian Electric for
customers across Oahu, the as-
sessment states.

“During power outages, out-
put would be provided to [the
joint base] to meet mission re-
quirements and would addition-
ally support the grid up to its full
capacity,” the assessment states.
“This would eliminate the use of
emergency generators, thereby
improving efficiency and reduc-
ing equipment emissions.”

The naval base was designat-
ed a National Historic Land-
mark district in 1964, and the
projects will affect structures
that “contribute” to that district,
according to the final assess-
ment.

The plans call for demolish-
ing three historic buildings and
altering the use of six others.

Navy: Planned Hawaii plants
pose no environmental risks

BY WYATT OLSON
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Food
and Drug Administration has au-
thorized a not-for-profit compa-
ny in California to proceed with
clinical trials to study the effec-
tiveness of smoking cannabis to
treat post-traumatic stress disor-
der in veterans.

MAPS — the Multidisciplinary
Association for Psychedelic
Studies — will initiate the short-
term study of veterans who will
smoke marijuana and report
their reactions to the drug by us-
ing a mobile app, according to a
letter from the FDA approving
the clinical trials. 

The five-week study will follow
320 participants diagnosed with
moderate to severe PTSD who
will smoke cannabis at home and
then rate their PTSD symptoms
by using an app, according to
MAPS.

“This study is extremely im-
portant to me as a veteran be-
cause other medications I use do
not work on my symptoms,” said
Hether Zeckser, a 36-year-old
former corporal who served in
the Marines from 2007-11. 

Zeckser, of Virginia, an advo-
cate for cannabis research, said
her own personal use of marijua-
na helps relieve her symptoms
from service-connected PTSD,

while the drugs that she is pre-
scribed by her doctors at the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
have not worked. 

“I look forward to the outcome
of this research,” she said. “I
would like to see cannabis ap-
proved as a PTSD treatment and
get health care coverage for the
costs.”

The FDA has the authority to
regulate and approve new drugs.
Clinical trials with human test
subjects are a step in that process. 

For this study, veterans will re-
ceive active cannabis or a place-
bo. The study is double-blind,
meaning the veterans and their
clinicians will not know which
dose they are receiving, said Alli-
son Coker, director of cannabis
research at MAPS.

A veteran’s PTSD symptoms
will be assessed at the start and
end of the treatment. Former ser-
vice members selected for the
clinical trials must have prior ex-
perience smoking cannabis.
They also must agree to limit
their cannabis use to the doses
provided for the study, according
to MAPS.

“This breakthrough decision
opens the door to future cannabis
research, mirroring real-world
consumption and generating
safety data to guide medical pro-
fessionals,” Coker said.

FDA OKs clinical trials on
pot use for vets with PTSD

BY LINDA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Federal
prosecutors moved Monday to
dismiss the criminal charges
against President-elect Donald
Trump that accused him of plot-
ting to overturn the 2020 election
and to abandon the classified doc-
uments case against him, citing
long-standing Justice Depart-
ment policy that says sitting presi-
dents cannot face criminal prose-
cution.

The decision by special counsel
Jack Smith, who had fiercely

sought to hold Trump criminally
accountable for his efforts to sub-
vert the 2020 election, represent-
ed the end of the federal effort
against the former president fol-
lowing his election victory this
month despite the election-relat-
ed cases and multiple other unre-
lated criminal charges against
him.

The decision, revealed in court
filings, also amounts to a predict-
able but nonetheless stunning
conclusion to criminal cases that
had been seen as the most peril-

ous of the multiple legal threats
Trump has faced. It reflects the
practical consequences of
Trump’s victory, ensuring he en-
ters office free from scrutiny over
his hoarding of top secret docu-
ments and his efforts to overturn
the 2020 presidential election he
lost to Democrat Joe Biden.

Smith’s team emphasized that
the move to abandon the prosecu-
tions, in federal courts in Wash-
ington and Florida, was not a re-
flection of their view on the merits
of the cases but rather a reflection

of their commitment to long-
standing department policy.

“That prohibition is categorical
and does not turn on the gravity of
the crimes charged, the strength
of the Government’s proof, or the
merits of the prosecution, which
the Government stands fully be-
hind,” the prosecutors wrote in
Monday’s court filing in the elec-
tion interference case.

Trump has cast both cases as
politically motivated, and had
vowed to fire Smith as soon as he
takes office in January.

Election, docs cases against Trump dropped
Associated Press
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Police fatally shot man
who called cops for help

NV LAS VEGAS — A Las
Vegas man called for

police help during a home inva-
sion before an officer fatally
shot him, according to author-
ities and 911 calls.

Brandon Durham called 911
saying he was hiding with his 15-
year-old daughter after some-
one broke into his home, Assis-
tant Sheriff Dori Koren said.

Koren identified the officer
who shot Durham, 43, as Alex-
ander Bookman, 26.

Bookman was one of the first
officers to arrive and kicked in
the front door. Koren said the
officer found Durham in a hall-
way struggling over a knife with
the intruder.

In a short clip of body camera
video released by police, the of-
ficer yells for them to drop the
knife, then fires one round. Dur-
ham and the intruder both fall to
the floor, then the officer moves
closer and fires five more
rounds while standing over
them, the video showed.

Sorority, 2 frat brothers
charged in student death

NH HANOVER — A so-
rority at Dartmouth

College and two members of a
fraternity are facing charges re-
lated to the death of a student
who drowned after attending an
off-campus party this summer.

Won Jang, 20, of Middletown,
Del., had been reported missing
in July after the party. State and
local emergency responders
searched the Connecticut River
and found his body.

Police in Hanover, where
Dartmouth is located, an-
nounced that Alpha Phi has
been charged with one count of

facilitating an underage alcohol
house. Two members of the Be-
ta Alpha Omega were charged
with providing alcohol to a per-
son under 21.

At the end of the party, police
said several attendees decided
to swim in the river. While at the
river, a heavy rainstorm hit and
most people left. Jang, whose
family told authorities he could
not swim, was left behind.

Supreme Court OKs class
action suit against Meta

DC WASHINGTON —
The Supreme Court

is allowing a multibillion-dollar
class action investors’ lawsuit to
proceed against Facebook par-
ent Meta, stemming from the
privacy scandal involving the
Cambridge Analytica political
consulting firm.

The justices heard arguments
in Meta’s bid to shut down the
lawsuit. They decided that they
were wrong to take up the case
in the first place.

The high court dismissed the
company’s appeal, leaving in
place an appellate ruling allow-
ing the case to go forward.

Investors allege that Meta did
not fully disclose the risks that
Facebook users’ personal infor-
mation would be misused by
Cambridge Analytica, a firm
that supported Donald Trump’s
first successful Republican
presidential campaign in 2016.

At least 19 sick from
ground beef with E. coli

MN MINNEAPOLIS —
At least 19 people

in Minnesota have been sick-
ened by E. coli poisoning tied to
a national recall of more than
167,000 pounds of potentially
tainted ground beef, federal
health officials said. 

Detroit-based Wolverine
Packing Co. recalled the meat
after Minnesota state agricul-
ture officials reported multiple
illnesses and found that a sam-
ple of the product tested posi-
tive for E. coli O157:H7, which
can cause life-threatening in-
fections. The ground beef was
sent to restaurants nationwide. 

Four of those who fell ill were
hospitalized, including two peo-
ple who developed a serious
complication that can cause kid-
ney failure, an official with the
Minnesota health department
said. 

The infections occurred in
people who had eaten hamburg-
ers at Red Cow restaurants in
the Minneapolis and Rochester
areas, as well as the Hen House
Eatery in Minneapolis. 

Funeral home owners
plead guilty to abuse

CO COLORADO
SPRINGS — The

owners of a Colorado funeral
home who let nearly 190 bodies
decay in a room-temperature
building and gave grieving fam-
ilies fake ashes pleaded guilty to
corpse abuse.

Jon and Carie Hallford, who
own the Return to Nature Fu-
neral Home, began storing bod-
ies in a decrepit building near
Colorado Springs as far back as
2019 and gave families dry con-
crete in place of cremated re-
mains, according to the charges.
The grim discovery last year
upended families’ grieving
processes. 

Plea deals reached between
the defendants and prosecutors
call for Jon Hallford to receive a
20-year prison sentence and Ca-
rie Hallford to receive 15 to 20
years in prison. 

Over the years, the Hallfords

spent extravagantly, prosecu-
tors say. They used customers’
money and nearly $900,000 in
pandemic relief funds to buy la-
ser body sculpting, fancy cars,
trips, $31,000 in cryptocurrency
and other luxury items, accord-
ing to court records.

Last month, the Hallfords
pleaded guilty to federal fraud
charges in an agreement in
which they acknowledged de-
frauding customers and the fed-
eral government. 

National monument
proposed for Badlands

ND BISMARCK — A
coalition of conser-

vation groups and Native Amer-
ican tribal citizens called on
President Joe Biden to desig-
nate nearly 140,000 acres of rug-
ged, scenic Badlands as North
Dakota’s first national monu-
ment, a proposal several tribal
nations said would preserve the
area’s indigenous and cultural
heritage.

The proposed Maah Daah
Hey National Monument would
encompass 11 noncontiguous,
newly designated units totaling
139,729 acres in the Little Mis-
souri National Grassland. The
proposed units would hug the
recreation trail of the same
name and neighbor Theodore
Roosevelt National Park; the
26th president ranched and
roamed in the Badlands as a
young man in the 1880s.

The U.S. Forest Service
would manage the proposed
monument. The National Park
Service oversees many national
monuments, which are similar
to national parks and usually
designated by the president to
protect the landscape’s fea-
tures.

— From wire reports
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INGLEWOOD, Calif. — When
Saquon Barkley glanced up at a
SoFi Stadium replay of his latest
huge run for the Philadelphia
Eagles on Sunday night, he hap-
pened to see a graphic indicating
he had 173 yards rushing — 16
shy of what he knew to be his ca-
reer high.

“I said, ‘Aw, I wish I never saw
that,’ ” Barkley said with a grin.
“That’s just the devil talking,
that’s how I look at it. ... I’m a big
believer that if it happens, it hap-
pens. Just let it come to you.”

Barkley decided to continue to
run for his teammates, not for
records. A few carries later, both
his personal best and several ad-
ditional superlatives fell right to
him with his second massive
touchdown run on a historic
night.

Barkley ran for scores of 70
and 72 yards in the second half
and finished with an Eagles-rec-
ord 255 yards rushing in Phila-
delphia’s seventh consecutive
victory, 37-20 over the Los An-
geles Rams.

Barkley racked up the ninth-
most yards rushing in a game in

NFL history largely thanks to his
huge TD runs bookending the
second half. He sprinted for a 70-
yard score on the opening snap
of the third quarter, and he add-
ed another huge run up the mid-
dle with 2:44 to play.

“Saquon has that ability to hit
home runs, and so sometimes
that’s how it goes,” Eagles coach
Nick Sirianni said. “You get
some short gain, short gain,
short gain — boom, home run.
Saquon is that type of player, and
our offensive line did a good job
of handling the variations of the
front.” 

Barkley had 302 total yards —
becoming the 12th player in NFL
history to top 300, and the first
Eagles player — while also be-
coming the first NFL player with
two 70-yard TD runs in a game
since Maurice Jones-Drew in
2009.

Barkley leads the NFL with a
career-best 1,392 yards rushing,
including a league-best seven
100-yard games in his seismic
first season with Philadelphia
after six frustrating years with
the Giants.

“To be honest, I’m not sur-

prised,” said Barkley, a two-
time Pro Bowl selection. “I
didn’t know I would have this
much success, (but) I’m thank-
ful to be here. I’m thankful for
the fresh start. A big reason why
I wanted to come here (is) I felt
like this is a spot where I could
rewrite my story and show ev-
eryone the type of player that I
feel like I can be and was meant
to be, and it’s working out right
now.”

While averaging 9.8 yards per
carry, Barkley topped the Ea-
gles franchise records of 217
yards rushing by LeSean McCoy
in 2013 and 296 total yards by
Duce Staley in 2000. He had the
biggest rushing performance
ever against the Rams, exceed-
ing DeMarco Murray’s 253
yards for Dallas in 2011.

A.J. Brown caught six passes
for 109 yards and a TD from Ja-
len Hurts, who threw for 179
yards while NFC East-leading
Philadelphia (9-2) surged in a
24-point second half.

Kyren Williams rushed for a
score and Demarcus Robinson
caught a TD pass for the Rams
(5-6).

Matthew Stafford passed for
243 yards while getting sacked
five times by Philadelphia’s top-
ranked defense, and Los An-
geles couldn’t keep up with a Su-
per Bowl contender in the sec-
ond half of  only its second loss in
six games. Puka Nacua had nine
catches for 117 yards, and Coop-
er Kupp caught a 27-yard touch-
down pass with 1:07 to play.

The Rams defense gave up
480 yards, undoing several
weeks of progress for a unit that
also looked overmatched early
in the season.

“(Barkley) is getting tough,
hard-earned yards, and then you
give him a vertical seam like he
got a couple of times,” Rams
coach Sean McVay said. 

“He has the explosiveness
and long speed and the ability to
finish. That is what opened and
blew the game up for him. He
was outstanding.”

The Eagles improved to 4-0
against the Rams in the Los An-
geles area since the franchise re-
turned home, but they led just
13-7 at halftime despite dom-
inating both sides of the ball in
the second quarter.

Barkley, Eagles run over Rams in LA
Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — The
Green Bay Packers earned a
measure of revenge against the
team that ended their season
last year.

It hardly mattered to them
that the San Francisco 49ers
squad they beat 38-10 on Sun-
day bore only a passing resem-
blance to the group that beat the
Packers in last season’s NFC di-
visional playoffs.

Josh Jacobs rushed for 106
yards and matched a career
high with three touchdowns for
the Packers. The 49ers were
playing without injured quar-
terback Brock Purdy, three-
time All-Pro left tackle Trent
Williams and four-time Pro

Bowl edge rusher Nick Bosa,
among others.

“It’s the NFL,” said Packers
quarterback Jordan Love, who
went 13 of 23 for 163 yards and
two touchdowns. “They’ve got
other good players. We’ve had
injuries. Guys are banged up.
You’ve got to go find a way to
win, no matter who’s out there.
It’s tough for them, but we’ll
take the win.” 

The short-handed 49ers (5-6)
turned the ball over three times,
committed nine penalties and
missed numerous tackles.

“To have those three turn-
overs, and all three led to touch-
downs with 21 points,” 49ers
coach Kyle Shanahan said.
“You top that with the penalties

and stuff, that’s how you get em-
barrassed like that.”

A couple of Packers who
weren’t with Green Bay last
season played major roles.

Jacobs became the first
player in the past 55 regular-
season games to rush for 100
yards against the 49ers. It was
the longest a team had gone
without allowing a 100-yard
rusher since 1955.

Justin Fields rushed for 103
yards for the Chicago Bears
against the 49ers on Oct. 31,
2021. Aaron Jones rushed for
108 yards in the Packers’ 24-21
NFC divisional playoff loss to
San Francisco last season.

All three of Jacobs’ touch-
downs came from 1 yard out.

“I came here because I’d seen
them winning,” said Jacobs,
who spent his first five seasons
with the Raiders. “And I haven’t
won a lot in my career, and that
was a big thing for me when I’m
making a decision. But not only
that, man, being around these
guys and seeing how hungry
they are, seeing how much of
pros they are on a day-to-day
basis and how much it means to
them, man, it makes me want to
play harder, it makes me want
to give everything I have.”

Xavier McKinney broke up a
fourth-down pass to end one
49ers scoring threat and had a
48-yard interception return to
set up Jacobs’ second touch-
down. 

Jacobs runs for 3 TDs as Packers rout 49ers
Associated Press
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LOS ANGELES — The top-ranked South
Carolina women’s basketball team felt
something it hasn’t known in over 2½ years. 

The sting of defeat after being thoroughly
dominated in a 77-62 loss to No. 5 UCLA on
Sunday. 

Gone was the overall 43-game winning
streak. Done was the run of 33 consecutive
road victories. And the No. 1 ranking it’s
held for 23 consecutive polls was sure to dis-
appear Monday. 

“This is what we usually do to teams,”
South Carolina coach Dawn Staley said.

“We were on the receiving end of it.”
South Carolina hadn’t lost since April

2023, when Caitlin Clark and Iowa beat the
Gamecocks in the national semifinals of the
NCAA Tournament.

The Bruins (5-0) shot 47% from the floor
and 3-point range, hit 11 of 14 free throws
and had five players in double figures.

“They actually executed our game plan to
a T,” Staley said.

The Gamecocks (5-1) were held to 36%
shooting, had just two players in double fig-
ures and neither was leading scorer Chloe
Kitts, who was held to two points on 1 of 7

shooting.
They never led, got outrebounded 41-34,

and were outscored 26-18 in the paint and
8-1 in fast break points. They only made
eight trips to the free throw line.

“Our kids fought,” Staley said, “but we
ran into a buzzsaw.”

South Carolina limited 6-foot-7 UCLA
star Lauren Betts, who had 11 points and 14
rebounds, despite no longer having a dom-
inant center. The Bruins instead got the ball
to others; eight of their 10 players scored.

“We did an excellent job on Betts and we
got killed by everyone else,” Staley said.

No. 1 South Carolina’s 43-game streak ends at UCLA
Associated Press

LANDOVER, Md. — Austin
Seibert missed his second extra
point of the game with 21 sec-
onds left after Jayden Daniels
and Terry McLaurin connected
on an 86-yard touchdown, Jua-
nyeh Thomas returned the en-
suing onside kick attempt for a
touchdown and the Dallas Cow-
boys pulled out a 34-26 victory
Sunday that extended the
Washington Commanders’ skid
to three games.

Seibert, who missed the pre-
vious two games with a right
hip injury, was wide left on the
point-after attempt following a
low snap. Thomas then took the
kick back 43 yards as the Cow-
boys (4-7) ended their losing
streak at five in improbable
fashion.

Part of that was the play of
backup Cooper Rush, who
threw for 247 yards and two
TDs in his third start in place of
starter Dak Prescott. Part was
also the defense forcing two
turnovers.

KaVonte Turpin provided the
fireworks with a spinning, 99-
yard kickoff return TD seconds
after Daniels found Zach Ertz
in the end zone and scored on a
2-point conversion to cut the
deficit to three with 3:02 left. In
the final three minutes alone,
the Commanders (7-5) scored
10 points and allowed Thomas’
TD.

All that after the score was
10-9 through three quarters be-
fore madness ensued.

Lions 24, Colts 6: Jahmyr
Gibbs rushed for two scores
and David Montgomery added
a third touchdown run, leading
visiting Detroit over Indianapo-
lis.

Gibbs finished with 21 car-
ries for 90 yards as the Lions
(10-1) extended their league-
high winning streak to nine
straight.

The Colts (5-7) lost for the
fourth time in their past five
games. Anthony Richardson
was 11-for-28 for 172 yards.

Buccaneers 30, Giants 7:
Baker Mayfield catapulted into
the end zone on a spectacular
10-yard scramble for one of
Tampa Bay’s four rushing
touchdowns, and the visiting
Bucs extended New York’s skid
to six.

Tommy DeVito didn’t help
the NFL’s lowest-scoring of-
fense, throwing for 189 yards,
mostly in the second half.

Meanwhile, the Buccaneers
dominated in every phase in a
near-perfect perfect perfor-
mance to snap a four-game los-
ing streak. Tampa Bay (5-6)
moved within one game of idle
Atlanta in the NFC South.

Dolphins 34, Patriots 15:
Tua Tagovailoa threw for 317
yards and four touchdowns, in-
cluding two scores to running

back De’Von Achane, and host
Miami routed New England.

The Dolphins (5-6) have a
thin margin for error the rest of
the season but have kept them-
selves afloat with a three-game
winning streak. With their win
at New England (3-9) in Week
5, the Dolphins have swept
their division rivals in consec-
utive seasons for the first time
since 1999-2000.

Titans 32, Texans 27: Will
Levis threw for 278 yards and
his 70-yard touchdown pass to
Chig Okonkwo put Tennessee
on top in the fourth quarter in a
win over host Houston.

The Texans (7-5) had a
chance to tie it with less than
two minutes remaining, but
Ka’imi Fairbairn’s 28-yard
field-goal attempt sailed wide
left.

Vikings 30, Bears 27 (OT):
Sam Darnold threw for 90 of his
330 yards in overtime to set up
Parker Romo’s game-ending
29-yard field goal, and visiting
Minnesota outlasted Chicago
after giving up 11 points in the
final 22 seconds of regulation.

Jordan Addison caught eight
passes for a career-high 162
yards and a touchdown, and
T.J. Hockenson had 114 yards
receiving for the Vikings (9-2),
who remained one game be-
hind Detroit in the rugged NFC
North.

Caleb Williams threw for 340

yards and two touchdowns for
the Bears (4-7), who lost their
fifth straight.

Broncos 29, Raiders 19: Bo
Nix passed for 273 yards and
had two touchdown passes to
break the team’s rookie record,
and Denver finally won in Las
Vegas.

The Broncos (7-5) took an-
other step toward an unexpect-
ed playoff spot with their sec-
ond victory in a row.

Seahawks 16, Cardinals 6:
Coby Bryant returned an inter-
ception 69 yards for a touch-
down and Leonard Williams
had 2½ sacks as host Seattle
tormented Arizona quarter-
back Kyler Murray and moved
into a tie for the NFC West lead.

Jaxon Smith-Njigba had six
catches for 77 yards and the
first offensive touchdown
against the Cardinals (6-5) in
three weeks.

Chiefs 30, Panthers 27: Pa-
trick Mahomes threw for 269
yards and three touchdowns,
Spencer Shrader kicked a 31-
yard field goal as time expired
and visiting Kansas City beat
Carolina to reach double-digit
wins for the 10th straight sea-
son.

Noah Gray caught two TD
passes as the Chiefs (10-1)
bounced back from last week’s
30-21 loss at Buffalo and won at
the buzzer yet again in a season
of narrow escapes.

Commanders suffer third-straight loss
Associated Press
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BOSTON — Jaylen Brown
scored the Celtics’ first 15 points
on five consecutive 3-pointers
and finished with 29 points, be-
fore Boston withstood a late
charge to beat the Minnesota
Timberwolves 107-105 on Sun-
day.

Jayson Tatum added 26
points and eight rebounds to
help the Celtics post a season-
high fifth straight victory.

Anthony Edwards had 28
points and nine rebounds for
Minnesota, which has lost five
of its last seven.

Julius Randle added 23
points, and Rudy Gobert fin-
ished with 10 points and 20 re-
bounds, his eighth double-dou-
ble of the season.

The Timberwolves got within
55-54 early in the third quarter,
before a 14-0 run by Boston. The
spurt featured four 3s by the
Celtics, including two by Ta-
tum. The lead grew to 79-60
with 4:26 to play in the period.

But Minnesota chipped it all
the way down in the fourth, get-
ting within 107-105 with 34 sec-
onds left on a driving layup by
Randle.

Pacers 115, Wizards 103:
Pascal Siakam scored 22 points,

Tyrese Haliburton had 21 points
and nine assists, and host Indi-
ana snapped a three-game los-
ing streak with a victory over
Washington.

Rookie Alexandre Sarr and
Bilal Coulibaly each had 17 for
the Wizards, who have now lost
11 in a row and have the NBA’s
worst record at 2-13. Sarr also
had a game-high 14 rebounds.

Bennedict Mathurin had 16
points, Moses Brown 15 and T.J.
McConnell 12 for the Pacers.

Indiana went on a 7-2 run in a
span of about four minutes to
build a 105-98 lead with 4:53 re-
maining. Washington missed
six shots during the stretch.

Clippers 125, 76ers 99:
James Harden had 23 points
and eight assists, Ivica Zubac
had 16 points and 12 rebounds
and visiting Los Angeles coast-
ed to a win over Philadelphia.

The 76ers fell to 3-13, an im-
probable record for a team that
opened the season as a strong
betting favorite to win the East-
ern Conference. The Sixers
played again without injured
All-Stars Joel Embiid and Paul
George, both out with knee inju-
ries.

Harden was booed every time
he touched the ball by Philadel-

phia fans who have not forgot-
ten how he left the team in a
lurch when he demanded a
trade ahead of the 2023 season.

Jared McCain scored 18
points and Tyrese Maxey had 17
for the 76ers.

Heat 123, Mavericks 118
(OT): Jimmy Butler scored a
season-high 33 points, leading
host Miami past Dallas in over-
time.

Bam Adebayo had 19 points
and 11 rebounds, Tyler Herro
had 18 points and 10 rebounds,
Alec Burks scored 15 and Pelle
Larsson added 14 for the Heat.

Kyrie Irving had 14 of his 27
points in the fourth quarter for
the Mavericks, who had their
four-game winning streak
snapped. P.J. Washington
scored 21, Naji Marshall had 20,
Klay Thompson scored 15 and
Dereck Lively II had 14 points
and 13 rebounds for Dallas.

The Mavericks played with-
out Luka Doncic, still sidelined
with a sprained right wrist. Mia-
mi was without Terry Rozier,
who was expected to play but
wound up being scratched with
a recurrence of right foot dis-
comfort.

Cavaliers 122, Raptors 108:
Donovan Mitchell and Ty Je-

rome scored 26 points apiece as
host Cleveland improved to 17-1
and stayed perfect at home with
a win over Toronto.

The Cavaliers, who opened
the season 15-0 before losing at
Boston last week, are 10-0 on
their home floor for the first
since the 2017-18 season, when
they won their first 13 games at
Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse.

Jarrett Allen had 23 points
and 13 rebounds for Cleveland.
Evan Mobley added 14 and 11.

Scottie Barnes and Gradey
Dick had 18 points apiece for the
Raptors, now 0-8 on the road.

Nets 108, Kings 103: Cam
Thomas scored 34 points and
visiting Brooklyn beat the Kings
in Nets coach Jordi Fernandez’s
return to Sacramento.

Fernandez served as the
Kings’ associate coach the last
two seasons under his mentor,
Sacramento coach Mike Brown.

Brooklyn’s 19-point first-half
lead evaporated, but with the
score tied at 88-all after three
quarters, they held the Kings to
15 points in the fourth.

With the Nets up 107-102, nei-
ther team made a field goal in
the last two minutes, with Sac-
ramento missing its last five at-
tempts.

Celtics top Wolves with late defensive push
Associated Press

Drew Bannister is out as coach of the St.
Louis Blues after less than a full calendar
year on the job. Jim Montgomery is back be-
hind the bench of an NHL team five days af-
ter he was fired by the Boston Bruins.

The Blues fired Bannister on Sunday and
hired Montgomery as his replacement, a
stunning move a quarter of the way through
the NHL season that puts a seasoned coach in
charge of shepherding St. Louis through a re-
tooling period and into the potential re-open-
ing of the organization’s Stanley Cup-con-
tending window.

President and general manager Doug
Armstrong said he did not anticipate making
a change until Montgomery became a free
agent.

“This was more of an opportunity to get

someone of Jim’s caliber than anything
else,” Armstrong said on a video call with re-
porters. “When I talked to Drew today, I told
him this was more of a decision based on the
availability of someone I think is a top NHL
coach, someone that we have experience
with, someone I really do believe can coach
this team and also coach the team when it
reaches its ultimate level of competitive-
ness.”

Armstrong showed no hesitation in cutting
ties with Bannister, who had the interim tag
removed from his title and became the full-
time coach in May. Bannister was promoted
from Springfield of the American Hockey
League to replace 2019 Cup-winning coach
Craig Berube last December, and the Blues
missed the playoffs despite winning 30 of
their final 54 games.

St. Louis lost 13 of its first 22 games this sea-
son. Only two teams have scored fewer than
its 2.36 goals a game, and it ranks in the bot-
tom third of the league on the power play and
penalty kill while being ravaged by injuries.

“It wasn’t an easy situation for him to walk
into,” Armstrong said, adding he felt Bannis-
ter was learning on the fly as a first-time NHL
head coach. “He was making mistakes. We
were all making mistakes. ... I was more than
willing to go through the peaks and valleys
with Drew until Monty became available.”

The Bruins opted to move on from Mont-
gomery, 55, after their rough start, going 8-
9-3, with the final defeat being a 5-1 home loss
to Columbus. Boston won 120 of 184 regular-
season games with Montgomery running the
show, including setting the league records
for victories and points in 2021-22.

Blues fire head coach Bannister, hire Montgomery
Associated Press
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