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Russia issues warning over new missile

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russian
President Vladimir Putin an-
nounced Thursday that Moscow
has tested a new intermediate-
range missile in a Thursday
strike on Ukraine, and he
warned that it could use the
weapon against countries that
have allowed Kyiv to use their
missiles to strike Russia.

The Russian strike on the
central Ukrainian city of Dnipro
came in response to Ukrainian
strikes on the Russian territory
with U.S. and British missiles
this week, Putin said during a
nationwide TV address.

Putin declared that Russia
would issue advance warnings
if it launches more strikes with
such missile against Ukraine to
allow civilians to evacuate to
safety.

He warned that U.S. air de-
fense systems wouldn’t be capa-
ble of intercepting Russian mis-

siles.

Putin said the attack on Dni-
pro struck a missile factory a
new missile called “Oreshnik,”
a Russian word meaning “ha-
zel.”

“We believe that we have the
right to use our weapons against
military facilities of the coun-
tries that allow to use their
weapons against our facilities,”
he said. “And in case of escala-
tion of aggressive actions, we
will respond resolutely in a mir-
ror way.”

Putin’s announcement came
hours after Ukraine claimed
that Russia launched an inter-
continental ballistic missile
overnight at Dnipro. But Amer-
ican officials said an initial U.S.
assessment indicated the strike
was carried out with an inter-
mediate-range ballistic missile.

Two people were wounded in
the attack, and an industrial fa-
cility and a rehabilitation center

for people with disabilities were
damaged, according to local of-
ficials.

The attack comes in a week of
escalating tensions, as the U.S.
eased restrictions on Ukraine’s
use of American-made longer-
range missiles inside Russia
and Putin lowered the threshold
for launching nuclear weapons.

The Ukrainian air force said
in a statement that the attack on
Dnipro was launched from Rus-
sia’s Astrakhan region, on the
Caspian Sea.

“Today, our crazy neighbor
once again showed what he
really is,” Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said.
“And how afraid he is.”

Earlier this week, the Biden
administration authorized Uk-
raine to use U.S.-supplied, long-
er-range missiles to strike deep-
er inside Russia — a move that
drew an angry response from
Moscow.

Days later, Ukraine fired sev-
eral of the missiles into Russia,
according to the Kremlin.

The same day, Putin signed a
new doctrine that allows for a
potential nuclear response even
to a conventional attack on Rus-
sia by any nation that is support-
ed by a nuclear power.

The doctrine is formulated
broadly to avoid a firm commit-
ment to use nuclear weapons. In
response, Western countries,
including the U.S., said Russia
has used irresponsible nuclear
rhetoric and behavior through-
out the war to intimidate Uk-
raine and other nations.

They have also expressed dis-
may at the deployment of thou-
sands of North Korean troops to
Russia to fight against Ukraine.

Also Thursday, Russia struck
Zelenskyy’s home city of Kryvyi
Rih, wounding 26 people, said
the head of regional administra-
tion, Serhii Lysak.

Army rocket system makes its field debut in Finland

By Lypia GOorRDON
Stars and Stripes

ROVANIEMI, Finland — The
U.S. Army’s 1st Battalion, 6th
Field Artillery Regiment is no
stranger to the High North, but
this time its soldiers brought an
attention-getting newcomer
with them.

The M270A2 Multiple Launch
Rocket System madeits debutin
the field over the past couple of
weeks during Dynamic Front,
NATO’s largest artillery exer-
cise, and the 41st Field Artillery
Brigade soldiers in Finland are
having some fun with the oppor-
tunity.

The brigade last trained in
Finlandin May 2023 and isbeing
a more frequent visitor to the
Arctic, with an exercise in Nor-

way scheduled for February.

The regiment’s motto, “swift
and bold,” has jokingly been al-
tered to “swift and cold” amid
the below-freezing temper-
atures.

Thursday marked the bri-
gade’sfinal day of live fire forex-
ercise Dynamic Front, which
stretches across the alliance’s
eastern flank and includes addi-
tional artillery sites in Estonia,
Germany, Poland and Romania.

The approximately 1,300 U.S.
soldiers in Finland are the first
in the Army to field the upgrad-
ed rocket systems, brigade com-
mander Col. Frank Maxwell
said.

“That enables us to deliver
fires more quickly and more ac-
curately in support of what we

need, and (perform tasks) that
the Als just weren’t capable of,”
Maxwell said.
The A2 variantboasts an extend-
ed firing range, upgraded com-
munication systems and alarger
cabthatimproves crew comfort.
It can fire the Army Tactical
Missile System, or ATACMS,
which is now being launched
from a different system by Uk-
raine following the White Hous-
e’srecent authorization for Kyiv
to use the longer-range missile
to strike deeper into Russia.
Training in the Arctic has pre-
sented its challenges. The icy,
rugged terrain of Lapland
forced soldiers to adapt and re-
main vigilant to avoid equip-
ment damage and operational
delays.

“The main difficulty, I would
say, is when we are looking for
(cover),” said Pvt. Bradford
Shepard, an A2 driver. “It’s the
rocks, because we don’t want to
throw a track or damage any-
thing. And then we have how icy
itis.”

They found solutions by re-
moving the rubber pads from
the system’s tracks, improving
traction and maneuverability.

The U.S. has been training
with 27 other nations during the
20-day exercise. Finland shares
an 830-mile-long border with
Russia, whose full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in February
2022 prompted the Finnish gov-
ernment to end decades of offi-
cial neutrality and seek NATO
membership.
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Declassified report details F-35 woes

Bloomberg News

A declassified Pentagon
comprehensive test report of
Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35
warplane, America’s most ex-
pensive weapons system, re-
veals that six years of combat
testing have been marred by
reliability and maintenance de-
lays, guns that don’t shoot
straight and unresolved con-
cerns about cyberdefense capa-
bilities.

“The overall reliability,
maintainability and availability
of the U.S. fleet remains below
service expectations,” the Di-
rector of Operational Test and
Evaluation said in a redacted
version of the February report,
which was obtained by the
Washington-based Project on

Government Oversight through
the Freedom of Information
Act.

The organization planned to
release it on Thursday.

The report discloses enough
troubling nuggets that the in-
coming Trump administration
would likely want a total review
of the unredacted report’s out-
line of readiness, maintenance
and logistics headaches, ac-
cording to Greg Williams, PO-
GO’s Center for Defense Infor-
mation director.

“The Trump administration
should bear in mind we’ve been
flying the F-3S for 18 years and
we still can’t maintain it, keep
its stealth skin intact or shoot
its gun straight,” Williams said
in a statement.

The Heritage Foundation’s
Project 2025, which has been
seen as a possible blueprint for
the new administration though
Trump himself disavowed it,
called for increasing the Air
Force’s annual procurement of
the F-35A variant to between 60
and 80, up from a planned 48.

“There were times when the
planned aircraft were not avail-
able because required repairs
had not been completed or be-
cause spare parts were not
available,” the test office said.
At other times, aircraft had fail-
ures after takeoff before
planned tests could even begin,
it said.

Overall, “fewer aircraft were
deployed and fewer sorties
flown than planned due” main-

tenance and reliability short-
falls that affected aircraft suit-
ability, it said.

Despite the issues, the Penta-
gon in March allowed the pro-
gram to proceed a “full-rate
production,” a key statement of
confidence but a largely sym-
bolic move because Lockheed
was already assembling jets at
that pace.

That decision came about a
month after the 382-page re-
port was fully classified, in-
cluding its introductory letter
to Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin. The Defense Depart-
ment estimates the program
will cost more than $1.8 trillion
over the course of its life cycle,
including development, pro-
duction and sustainment.

Republican senators seek
set VA budget briefings

By LinpA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Sixteen
GOP senators urged swift pas-
sage of a bill to require quarter-
ly budget briefings from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs af-
ter the agency secured emer-
gency funds from Congress for
incorrectly claiming a multibil-
lion-dollar shortfall threatened
veterans benefits.

Accusing the VA of “gross
mismanagement,” the senators
wrote in a letter this week to
Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., chair-
man of the Senate Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, that they won’t
support expansion of veterans’
services without the additional
oversight.

The Protecting Regular Or-
der for Veterans Act — spon-
sored by Sen. Dan Sullivan, R-
Alaska — would require VA
leaders to meet with lawmakers
for the next three years to pro-

vide regular updates on the
agency’s finances. The legisla-
tion also would withhold bonus-
es to senior VA leaders when fi-
nancial shortfalls do exist.

Sullivan said the senators are
pushing for the bill or a similar
budget accountability measure
to be included in any end-of-
year veterans legislation that
comes before the Senate.

The legislation was referred
to the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee in September but
has not been scheduled for a
hearing.

In the letter, the senators cas-
tigated the VA for telling Con-
gress that the agency would
close fiscal 2024 with a $3 billion
shortfall unless it received a
last-minute appropriation.

Disability compensation and
pensions for veterans would be
delayed in October without
emergency funds to cover the
shortfall, the VA said.

Marine killed in Okinawa
crash was Texas native

By BriaAN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
The Marine motorcyclist killed
Tuesday in a multivehicle acci-
dent in northern Okinawa was a
Texas native and motor vehicle
operator with multiple service
awards, according to the Ma-
rine Corps.

Lance Cpl. Avery Wayne Lev-
erette, 21, of the III Marine Ex-
peditionary Force Support Bat-
talion at Camp Hansen, died in
the five-vehicle crash, III MEF
spokesman Capt. Pawel Puczko
announced in a news release
Thursday.

Leverette was pronounced
dead at Chubu hospital in Uru-
ma city at approximately 10:50
p.m., the release said.

“Lance Cpl. Leverette has
had a lasting impact on all the
Marines around him over the
past few years,” battalion com-
mander Lt. Col. Kieran O’Neil

said in the release. “His death is
tragic, and the battalion joins
his family in grief. He will al-
ways be loved and remem-
bered.”

Leverette enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps out of Houston in
March 2022 and was promoted
to lance corporal in May 2023,
according to the Corps.

His awards include the Korea
Defense Service Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Service Med-
al, National Defense Service
Medal and two Sea Service De-
ployment Ribbons.

Leverette’s motorcycle col-
lided with the motorcycle of a
fellow III MEF Marine at 8:16
p.m. Tuesday on Highway 329
in the Yaka district of Kin town,
according to an Okinawa Pre-
fectural Police spokesman. His
bike veered into the oncoming
lane, hit the right front of a pas-
senger car and then a kei truck
behind the car.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Report reveals allegations against Hegseth

Associated Press

SANTA CRUZ, Calif. — A
woman told police that she was
sexually assaulted in 2017 by
Pete Hegseth after he took her
phone, blocked the door to a Cali-
fornia hotel room and refused to
let her leave, according to a de-
tailed investigative report made
public late Wednesday.

Hegseth, a former Fox News
personality and President-elect
Donald Trump’s nominee to be
defense secretary, told police at
the time that the encounter had
been consensual and denied any
wrongdoing, the report said.

News of the allegations sur-
faced last week when local offi-
cials released a brief statement
confirming that a woman had ac-
cused Hegseth, 44, of sexual as-
saultin October 2017 after he had
spoken at a Republican women’s
event in Monterey.

Hegseth’s lawyer, Timothy
Palatore, said in a statement that
the police report confirms “what
I have said all along that the inci-
dent was fully investigated and
police found the allegations to be
false, which is why no charges
were filed.”

Thereportdoesnotsay thatpo-
lice found the allegations were
false. Police recommended the
case report be forwarded to the
Monterey County District Attor-
ney’s Office for review.

Hegseth paid the woman in
2023 as part of a confidential set-

tlement to head off the threat of
what he described as a baseless
lawsuit, Palatore has said.

The 22-page police report was
released in response to a public
records request and offers the
first detailed account of what the
woman alleged to have tran-
spired — one that is at odds with
Hegseth’s version of events. The
report cited police interviews
with the alleged victim, a nurse
who treated her, a hotel staffer,
another woman at the event and
Hegseth.

The woman’s name was not re-
leased, and The Associated Press
does not typically name people
who say they have been sexually
assaulted.

Investigators were first alert-
ed to the alleged assault, the re-
port said, by a nurse who called
them after a patient requested a
sexual assault exam. The patient
told medical personnel she be-
lieved she was assaulted five
days earlier but couldn’t remem-
ber much about what had hap-
pened. She reported something
may have been slipped into her
drink before ending up in the ho-
tel room where she said the as-
sault occurred.

Police collected the unwashed
dress and underwear she had
worn that night, the report said.

The woman’s partner, who
was staying at the hotel with her,
told police that he was worried
about her that night after she

didn’t come back to their room.
At2a.m. he wenttothehotel bar,
but she wasn’t there. She made it
back a few hours later, apologiz-
ing that she “must have fallen
asleep.” Afew dayslater, she told
him she had been sexually as-
saulted.

The woman, who helped orga-
nize the California Federation of
Republican Women gathering at
which Hegseth spoke, told police
thatshe had witnessed the TV an-
chor acting inappropriately
throughout the night and saw
him stroking multiple women’s
thighs. She texted a friend that
Hegseth was giving off a “creep-
er” vibe, according to the report.

After the event, the woman
and others attended an after-par-
ty in a hotel suite where she said
she confronted Hegseth, telling
him that she “did not appreciate
how he treated women,” the re-
port states.

A group of people, including
Hegseth and the woman, de-
camped forthe hotel’sbar. That’s
when “things got fuzzy,” the
woman told police.

She remembered having a
drink atthe bar with Hegseth and
others, the police report states.
She also told police that she ar-
gued with Hegseth near the hotel
pool, anaccountthatis supported
by a hotel staffer who was sent to
handle the disturbance and
spoke to police, according to the
report.

Soon, she told police, she was
inside ahotel room with Hegseth,
who took her phone and blocked
the door with his body so that she
could not leave, according to the
report. She alsotold police shere-
membered “saying ‘no’ alot,” the
report said.

Her next memory was of lying
on a couch or bed with a bare-
chested Hegseth hovering over
her, his dog tags dangling, the re-
portstates. Hegseth servedinthe
National Guard, rising to the
rank of major.

After Hegseth finished, she re-
called he threw atowel ather and
askedif she was “OK,” the report
states. She told police she did not
recall how she got back to her
own hotel room and had since
suffered from nightmares and
memory loss.

Hegseth, whojoined Fox News
as a contributor in 2014 before
becoming co-host of “Fox &
Friends Weekend,” left the net-
work after Trump announced his
intention to nominate him.

Hegseth told investigators that
the sexual encounter that fol-
lowed was consensual.

Hegseth’s attorney said a pay-
ment was made to the woman as
partofaconfidential settlementa
few years after the police investi-
gation because Hegseth was con-
cerned that she was prepared to
file alawsuit that he feared could
have resulted in him being fired
from Fox News.

Gaetz withdraws as Trump pick for attorney general

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Matt Gaetz
withdrew Thursday as President-
elect Donald Trump’s pick for at-
torney general following contin-
ued scrutiny over a federal sex
trafficking investigation that cast
doubt on his ability to be con-
firmed as the nation’s chief feder-
al law enforcement officer.

The Florida Republican’s an-
nouncement came one day after
meeting with senators in an effort
to win their support for his confir-

mation tolead the Justice Depart-
ment.

“While the momentum was
strong, it is clear that my confir-
mation was unfairly becoming a
distraction to the critical work of
the Trump/Vance Transition,”
Gaetz said in a statement. “There
isnotime to waste on aneedlessly
protracted Washington scuffle,
thusI'll be withdrawing my name
from considerationtoserve as At-
torney General. Trump’s DOJ
must be in place and ready on

Day1.”

Trump, in a social media post,
said: “I greatly appreciate the re-
cent efforts of Matt Gaetz in seek-
ing approval to be Attorney Gen-
eral. He was doing very well but,
at the same time, did not want to
be a distraction for the Adminis-
tration, for which he has much re-
spect. Matt has a wonderful fu-
ture, and I look forward to watch-
ing all of the great things he will
do!”

Gaetz’s announcement came

days after an attorney for two
women said that his clients told
House Ethics Committee investi-
gators that Gaetz paid them for
sex on multiple occasions begin-
ning in 2017, when Gaetz was a
Florida congressman. One of the
women testified she saw Gaetz
having sex with a 17-year-old at a
party in Florida in 2017, accord-
ing to the attorney, Joel Leppard.
The age of consentin Floridais18.

Gaetz has vehemently denied
any wrongdoing.
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N. Korea, Russia set to expand economic ties

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea—North
Koreaand Russiareached anew
agreement for expanding eco-
nomic cooperation following
high-level talks in Pyongyang
this week, the North’s state
media said Thursday, as they
continue to align in the face of
their confrontations with Wash-
ington.

North Korea’s official Korean
Central News Agency didn’t
elaborate on the details of the
agreement signed Wednesday
betweenits senior trade officials

and a Russian delegation led by
Alexandr Kozlov, the country’s
minister of natural resources
and ecology. The Russian news
agency Tass on Tuesday said of-
ficialsfollowing anearlierround
of talks agreed to increase the
number of charter flights be-
tween the countries to promote
tourism.

Kozlov, who arrived in North
Korea on Sunday, met with
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un and his top economic official,
Premier Kim Tok Hun, before
returning home Wednesday,

KCNAssaid. During Kozlov’s vis-
it, Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s gifted Pyongyang’s Cen-
tral Zoo with more than 70 ani-
mals, including lions, bears and
several species of birds, accord-
ing to Tass, in another display of
the countries’ growing ties.
KimJong Uninrecentmonths
has prioritized relations with
Moscow as he attempts to break
outof international isolation and
strengthen his footing, actively
supporting Putin’s war on Uk-
raine while portraying the North
as a player in a united front

against Washington.

Kim has yet to directly ac-
knowledge that he has been pro-
viding military equipment and
troops to Russia to support its
fighting against Ukraine.

South Korea’s National Intel-
ligence Service told lawmakers
in a closed-door briefing
Wednesday that an estimated
11,000 North Korean soldiers in
late October were moved to Rus-
sia’sKurskregion, where Ukrai-
niantroops seized parts ofits ter-
ritory this year, following their
training in Russia’s northeast.

ICC issues arrest warrants
for leaders of Israel, Hamas

Associated Press

THE HAGUE — The world’s
top war-crimes court issued ar-
rest warrants Thursday for the
leaders of Israel and Hamas, in-
cluding Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, accusing
them of crimes against humani-
ty in connection with their war
that began more than ayear ago.

The warrants against Neta-
nyahu and former Defense Min-
ister Yoav Gallant focus on alle-
gations Israel has used food as a
weapon in its campaign against
Hamas in Gaza, a charge Israeli
officials have denied. Experts
have warned that hunger hasbe-
come widespread across Gaza
and may have reached famine
levels in the north of the territo-
ry,whichisundersiege by Israe-
li troops.

The action by the Internation-
al Criminal Court came as the
death toll from Israel’s cam-
paignin Gazapassed 44,000 peo-
ple, according to local health au-
thorities, who have said more
than half of those Kkilled were
women and children. Their
count does not differentiate be-
tween civilians and combatants.

Netanyahu condemned the
arrest warrant against him, say-
ing Israel “rejects with disgust
the absurd and false actions” by

the court. In a statement re-
leased by his office, he said:
“There is nothing more just than
the warthat Israel hasbeen wag-
ingin Gaza.”

The decision turns Netanyahu
and the others into internation-
ally wanted suspects and could
further isolate them, as well as
complicate efforts to negotiate a
cease-fire. But its practical im-
plications could be limited since
Israel and its major ally, the
United States, are not members
of the court.

Israelileaders, politicians and
officials across the spectrum de-
nounced the warrants and the
ICC. The new defense minister,
Israel Katz, who replaced Gal-
lant earlier this month, said
Thursday’s decision is “a moral
disgrace, entirely tainted by
antisemitism, and drags the in-
ternational judicial system to an
unprecedented low.”

The courtissued a warrant for
Mohammed Deif, head of Ha-
mas’ armed wing, over the Oct.
7,2023, attacks that triggered Is-
rael’s offensive in Gaza. It said it
found reasonable grounds to be-
lieve Deif was involved in mur-
der, rape, torture and the taking
of hostages amounting to war
crimes and crimes against hu-
manity.

Stapleton wins four CMAs as
Wallen named top entertainer

Associated Press

Chris Stapleton took home
four Country Music Association
Awards and hardly left the stage
Wednesday night, while an ab-
sent Morgan Wallen was shut out
all evening until taking the
night’s biggest prize, entertainer
of the year.

Stapleton’s winsincluded song
of the year and single of the year
for “White Horse,” and he took
the stage at the Bridgestone Are-
na in Nashville three times to
perform during the ABC tele-
cast, including a show-opening
duet with Post Malone.

“I'm really honored for this,
thank you very much,” the al-
ways subdued country tradition-
alist Stapleton said as he accept-
ed the male vocalist of the year
award for a record-extending
eighth time.

For much of the night it
seemed the leading nominee
Wallen, up for seven, would be
shut out, until presenter Jeff
Bridges gave a botched render-
ing of his name as “Morgan Way-
lon” when he announced enter-
tainer of the year.

Four of Wallen’s nominations
came for his hit collaboration
with Malone, “I Had Some
Help,” though the song, and the
first-time nominee Malone, went
winless.

But the rapper-singer Malone
was all smiles all night at the
CMAs after releasing his first
country album earlier in the
year. With Stapleton, he sang his
song “California Sober” in full
cowboy regalia, including a bolo
tieasbigasabeltbuckle. Helater
took the stage solo to sing the
emotional “Yours,” which he
dedicated to his young daughter.

Stapleton later performed his
own “What Am I Gonna Do” with
his wife Morgane, and per-
formed yet again as part of an all-
star tribute to George Strait, who
received the Willie Nelson Life-
time Achievement Award.

Last year’s entertainer of the
year, Lainey Wilson, hosted the
show along with Luke Bryan and
NFL great Peyton Manning, and
wontwo CMAs—female vocalist
of the year, and best music video
for “Wildflowers and Wild Hors-
es.”

For a while it seemed Staple-
ton would get a sweep, but he lost
out on album of the year to a sur-
prised Cody Johnson, who took
the trophy for “Leather.”

“I thought Chris Stapleton or
Jelly Roll was going to win,”
Johnson said.

Old Dominion won vocal
group of the year forarecord sev-
enth straight time, surpassing
the six won by Little Big Town.
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Home explosion kills 2,
injures 1, shakes houses

0 BETHEL — An ex-

plosion at a south-
western Ohio home Tuesday
killed two people, injured one
and sent debris flying through-
out a neighborhood, authorities
said.

It’s not yet known what
caused the blast in Bethel,
which happened shortly before
9 a.m. and set the home on fire.
Several residents said the ex-
plosion shook their homes and
caused minor damage.

A man and a woman were
killed in the blast, Bethel Tate
Fire Chief Christopher Cooper
said. Another man suffered
burns and was being treated at
the University of Cincinnati
Medical Center, he said.

Woman faces hate crime
charges after incident

IL DOWNERS GROVE —
A suburban Chicago
woman faces hate crime
charges for allegedly confront-
ing a Palestinian American man
wearing a sweatshirt with “Pal-
estine” written on it and trying
to knock a cellphone out of his
pregnant wife’s hands as she
recorded the encounter, author-
ities and the man said.
Alexandra Szustakiewicz, 64,
appeared in court Monday for
her arraignment on two felony
hate crime counts and a misde-
meanor disorderly conduct
charge. A DuPage County judge
ordered the Darien woman to
have no contact with the victims
and to stay away from the res-
taurant where police said the
confrontation occurred Satur-
day. Szustakiewicz’s next court
hearing is set for Dec. 16.
Szustakiewicz was at a Pane-

ra Bread restaurant in the Chi-
cago suburb of Downers Grove
on Saturday “when she con-
fronted and yelled expletives at
aman regarding a sweatshirt he
was wearing with the word Pal-
estine written on it,” the DuP-
age County State’s Attorney’s
Office and Downers Grove po-
lice said Monday in a statement.

She also allegedly “attempted
to hit a cell phone out of the
hands of a woman who was with
the man when the woman began
videotaping the incident,” it
added.

Prosecutors: Keep school
shooter’s plea, sentence

M DETROIT — Prose-
cutors urged a judge
Tuesday to reject a Michigan
school shooter’s request to with-
draw his guilty plea in the
deaths of four students in 2021.
Ethan Crumbley, 18, is serv-
ing a life sentence for the Ox-
ford High School shooting. But
his new appellate lawyers want
to start over, arguing that he had
poor mental health when he
waived his right to trial and
pleaded guilty to multiple

charges at age 16.
The Oakland County prosecu-
tor’s office, however, said

Crumbley falls far short of the
Michigan legal threshold to
withdraw a guilty plea.

Crumbley “cannot withdraw
his plea merely because he has
changed his mind,” assistant
prosecutor Joseph Shada said in
a court filing. Shada noted that
Crumbley signed a document
acknowledging that he had dis-
cussed the guilty plea with his
lawyers and that any questions
were answered.

In a separate filing, prosecu-
tors said Crumbley’s life
sentence should stand, too. His

appellate lawyers want Judge
Kwame Rowe to hear new evi-
dence of a turbulent childhood
and exposure to alcohol during
pregnancy. It’s not known when
Rowe will make a ruling.

City will blow up an old,
vacant hotel to greet 2025

MACON — One

Georgia city will
welcome 2025 with a larger-
than-average bang.

The Macon-Bibb County
Commission on Tuesday ap-
proved a plan to implode a va-
cant 16-story hotel at midnight
on New Year’s Eve.

Macon-Bibb County spent
$4.5 million last year to buy the
hotel in a federal bankruptcy
proceeding. The city-county
agreed on Tuesday to hire a
demolition firm to blow up the
building at a cost of up to $2.6
million, local news outlets re-
port.

“We acquired this property to
blow it up,” Macon Mayor Les-
ter Miller told WMAZ-TV.

The building was designed by
noted architect Morris Lapidus,
famous for Miami Beach hotels
including the Fontainebleau.
But Miller said it isn’t structu-
rally sound and can’t be reno-
vated.

The mayor said the city hasn’t
decided on how the land will be
used, but that the site could con-
tribute to a larger redevelop-
ment of Macon’s riverfront.

Campbell’s new, soupless

name gets green light
NEW YORK —
Campbell’s is ditch-

ing the soup — at least in name.
And the change has now re-

ceived shareholders’ green
light.
Campbell Soup Co. an-

nounced its intention to change
its name just over two months
ago, saying it wanted to instead
be known as the (slightly shor-
ter) Campbell’s Co. Share-
holders overwhelmingly ap-
proved the change on Tuesday.

New Jersey-based Camp-
bell’s hasn’t been exclusive to
the soup business for some time.
The company also owns brands
like Prego sauce and Goldfish
crackers — and completed a
$2.7 billion acquisition of Sovos
Brands, the maker of Rao’s pas-
ta sauces, earlier this year.

Smith is denied parole 30
years after killing 2 sons

s COLUMBIA — A pa-
role board decided
unanimously Wednesday that
Susan Smith should remain in
prison, despite her plea that
God has forgiven her for killing
her two young sons 30 years ago
by rolling her car into a South
Carolina lake while they were
strapped in their car seats.

It was the first parole hearing
for Smith, 53, who is serving a
life sentence after a jury con-
victed her of murder but decid-
ed to spare her of the death pen-
alty. Under state law at the time,
she is eligible for a parole hear-
ing every two years now that she
has spent 30 years behind bars.

Smith made international
headlines in October 1994 when
she said she was carjacked late
at night near the city of Union
and that a Black man drove
away with her sons inside. For
nine days, Smith, who is white,
made pleas asking that Michael
and Alex be returned safely.
The whole time, the boys were
in Smith’s car at the bottom of
nearby John D. Long Lake, au-
thorities said.

— From wire reports
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Lefties Sale, Skubal take Cy Young Awards

Associated Press

Chris Sale was one of the ace
left-handers Tarik Skubal idol-
ized as a teenager. Now the two
will be linked forever after win-
ning their first Cy Young Awards
on Wednesday.

Skubal was a unanimous pick
for the American League honor
following a brilliant season with
the Detroit Tigers. Sale’s selec-
tion in the National League
capped an incredible comeback
with the Atlanta Braves after the
35-year-old had been derailed by
injuries since helping Boston win
the 2018 World Series.

“It means a lot. It’s a special
night,” Sale said. “I just can’t ex-
press how thankful I am for ev-
erybody that stuck by me. It
would have been easy to jump
ship and write me off.”

Skubal and Sale shared the
MILBIlead with18 wins this season
and dominated their respective
leagues.

Sale went 18-3 and topped the
NL with 225 strikeouts, while his
2.38 ERA in 29 starts was the best
among all major league quali-
fiers. It was his first season in the
National League during a big
league career that began in 2010
with the Chicago White Sox.

Skubal, who turned 28 on
Wednesday, was 18-4 with a 2.39

ERA and a big league-best 228
strikeouts in 31 starts. The left-
hander got all 30 first-place votes
in AL balloting by the Baseball
Writers’ Association of America
that was completed before the
playoffs.

Sale received 26 firsts, with NL.
runner-up Zack Wheeler from
Philadelphia getting the other
four.

“Ifyou look at his career, it’s no
surprise that he’s winning this
award,” Skubal said about Sale.
“To be able to share this award
and win it the same year, and win
the same triple crown award in
the AL and NL, that’s something
that’s really special to me, and it’s
awesome. I'll be able to live with
that the rest of my life.”

Pittsburgh Pirates righty Paul
Skenes finished third, two days
after being selected as NL Rookie
of the Year. Kansas City starter
Seth Lugo was the AL runner-up,
with Cleveland closer Emmanuel
Clase (47 saves) coming in third.

It was the first time since 2011
that someone won the pitching tri-
ple crown in both leagues. There
have been 2S occasions when a
pitcher led his league in wins, stri-
keouts and ERA among qualifiers
—anda Cy Young Award followed
all16 times it’s happened since the
prize was first presented in 1956.

Atlantaacquired Saleinatrade
last December after he made only
31 starts for the Red Sox from
2021-23. He missed the 2020 sea-
sonand most of 2021 after Tommy
John surgery. He made only two
starts in 2022 after he fractured a
rib and then broke his left pinkie.
He broke his right wrist riding a
bicyclein August 2023, ending his
final season with Boston.

Sale was named the NL Come-
back Player of the Year last week
at MLB’s All-MLB Awards Show.

“Talk about motivation, right?
To be able to show my sons hard
work, dedication and not giving up.
My wife had my back the whole
time. I’'m sure I was areal peach at
times during some of those inju-
ries,” he said. “And just with my
parents, my family, I was talking to
my dad the other day about this
and whether it did or didn’t hap-
pen, he was proud of me.”

Sale won the eighth Cy Young
Award for the Braves organiza-
tion. Most of those came in the
1990s, when Greg Maddux won
three in a row with Atlanta from
1993-95 — after being the 1992
winner with the Chicago Cubs.
Tom Glavine won twice (1991 and
1998), and John Smoltz was the
1996 winner. Warren Spahn was
the first in 1957 when the Braves
played in Milwaukee.

Detroit now has six Cy Young
Awards. Denny McLain won
back-to-back in 1968 and 1969,
and reliever Willie Hernandez
was the 1984 winner. Justin Ver-
lander’s Cy Young Award with
the Tigers came two years before
Max Scherzer won in 2013.

Skubal had Tommy John sur-
gery at Seattle University before
the Tigers drafted him in the
ninth round in 2018. His made his
big league debut in 2020, and this
season went at least six innings in
25 of his 31 outings. He was 6-0 in
his first nine starts and finished
the season the same way — 6-0in
his last nine starts while the Ti-
gers made their surprising push
to the playoffs.

He made his postseason debut
with 17 consecutive scoreless in-
nings before a five-run fifth that
included a grand slam by Cleve-
land’s Lane Thomas in the decid-
ing Game S of their AL Division
Series. That 7-3 loss ended the Ti-
gers’ season.

“Iwas able to kind of get over it
relatively quickly just because I
was so proud of our team and
what we were able to accom-
plish,” Skubal said. “Andif I’'m go-
ing to be the one to fail, I love that,
because, you know, it’s only going
to set our team up to have success
in the future.”

UConn’s Auriemma breaks NCAA basketball wins mark

Associated Press

STORRS, Conn. — Geno Auriemma
soaked in the moment. UConn’s Hall of
Fame coach now stands alone atop the
NCAA basketball wins list.

Auriemma broke a tie with former Stan-
ford women’s coach Tara VanDerveer,
earning his1,217th career victory with an 85-
41 win over Fairleigh Dickinson on Wednes-
day night.

“We never sat down and said hey, let’s
make a 40-year plan and see if we can make
this happen,” Auriemma said. “It’s about
coming here every day and trying to be bet-
ter than we were yesterday.”

He has spent four decades building
UConn into the standard for women’s col-
lege basketball. The school celebrated those

40 years Wednesday night.

“Iknowitmeansalottoalotofpeoplehere
at UConn that worked really, really hard to
make it possible,” Auriemma said. “You saw
all the players here, means a lot to them. Ev-
ery single person that had a hand in all this,
means a lot to them to be a part of it, want to
share in it. I'm sure when the season’s over
I’ll be able to look back on it and think about
it.”

Surrounded by the greatest players in
UConn history, including Diana Taurasi,
Sue Bird, Maya Moore and Rebecca Lobo,
Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris
Dailey took in the achievement in a post-
game ceremony.

“It’s not very often in life you get to experi-
ence something that’s never been done be-

fore and that you get to experience something
that will never be done again,” Lobo said.

More than 60 alums of the program were
in attendance. Nearly two dozen of them
played in the WNBA. The former players
were part of the record 11 national cham-
pionships the school has won. UConn has
reachedthe Final Four 23 times, includingin
15 of the past 16 seasons.

Before the game, the school presented Au-
riemma and Dailey with ruby colored glass
basketballs in honor of their 40 years at
UConn. It was a day of celebrations. There
was a petting zoo with, fittingly, goats across
from the arena as well as ice cream from the
famous UConn Dairy Barn. They created a
flavor “Legend-Berry Legacy” in honor of
the two coaches.
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Associated Press

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Army
quarterback Bryson Daily’s
chat with former Black Knights
star and Heisman Trophy-win-
ner Pete Dawkins was short but
moving.

Meeting during pregame
warmups before facing Navy in
2022, Dawkins shared what
playing for the Black Knights
and being part of the academy’s
last undefeated team in 1958
still meant to him. Daily, a soph-
omore biding his time behind
three senior quarterbacks, held
onto Dawkins’ insight in being
told to take nothing for granted
and leave everything on the
field.

Toughness has always been a
pillar of Army’s program. Daily
has personified that grit during
a 9-0 start that has helped Army
climb to a No. 18 ranking in the
AP Top 25 ahead of Saturday’s
game against No. 6 Notre Dame
at Yankee Stadium.

“That’s the only way I know
how to play and that’s what the
team needs from me — to run
the ball and run it hard,” Daily
said.

“That’s what it takes to win
here. I’'m happy to do that,” he

unbeaten Army to meet Irish

added, before referencing his
father and former coach, Dar-
rell Daily. “You do tough things
over time, it gets easier to do
tough things. You eventually be-
come a tough person. That’s

something that my dad
preached the whole time I was
growing up.”

It’s a mindset that has Daily
entering what could be the
Black Knights’ biggest non-ser-
vice academy game since Daw-
kins and the Cadets beat the
Irish 14-2 in 1958.

Daily leads FBS quarter-
backs in rushing yards (1,062)
and is tied for second among all
players with 21 touchdowns
rushing, shattering Army’s sin-
gle-season record of 17 in just
seven games. In a 48-28 win
over East Carolina, Daily ran
for five TDs and added another
passing, making him the Black
Knights’ first player to account
for six TDs since Elmer Oli-
phant in 1916.

The 6-foot, 221-pound senior
runs toward contact and not
away from it, an approach his
father saw early in his son’s
youth football days playing line-
backer, and before coaching
him in high school in Aber-

nathy, Texas.

“He loves contact,” Darrell
Daily said. “Never shied away
from it. In fifth and sixth grade,
he’d get penalties because he
was hitting harder than every-
body. It wasn’t anything cheap.
It wasjust that he was physical.”

It’s much the same with Ar-
my. In his last outing, a 14-3 win
over North Texas, Daily gained
a team-leading 153 yards on a
career-high-tying 36 carries.
And he did so with limited prac-
tice time after missing the Air
Force game with an undisclosed
injury/illness.

“He’s one of one,” Black
Knights offensive coordinator
Cody Worley said.

“I’'ve never coached a kid as
violent and as physical as he is
at the position. It’s hard to repli-
cate his type of physicality and
the things he can do as a ball
carrier,” Worley added. “What
he doesn’t get credit for is short-
area quickness. He can make
guys miss, but he can also run
through you and he can jump
over you.”

Army was the first FBS
school to offer Daily a scholar-
ship. Several Texas FCS schools
thought they could land him to

play on the defensive side, while
Harvard, Princeton and Yale al-
so heavily recruited him.

Daily chose the Black
Knights, committing to the pro-
gram after visiting West Point
in October of his senior year. He
quickly began making signifi-
cant impressions on veteran
players his freshman season.

Signs of his potential became
apparentin his sophomore year,
when Daily broke off lengthy
fourth-quarter touchdown runs
against Louisiana-Monroe and
UMass as a fourth-string quar-
terback. In his first season as
starter in 2023, he led Army to
four straight wins, including Air
Force and Navy.

Now Daily has the Black
Knights enjoying a nation-best
13-game winning streak dating
to last year, with much to still
accomplish. There’s facing
Notre Dame, followed by Tu-
lane in the American Athletic
Conference title game and the
annual showdown against Navy.

With his college career wind-
ing down, Daily is taking noth-
ing for granted, every meeting,
practice and game, hoping he’ll
have more to share with Daw-
kins next time they meet.

Ohio State’s big game is this week against Indiana

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Look-
ing at Ohio State’s schedule at
the start of the season, the game
against Indiana in late Novem-
ber didn’t stand out.

The Hoosiers haven’t been a
contender in the Big Ten for
decades and were terrible last
year, so it was logical to think
about this game as athrowaway,
one that wouldn’t require alot of
heavy lifting for the Buckeyes
as they schemed for revenge
against Michigan the following
week.

Instead, the college football
world will get a treat instead of a
dud Saturday when undefeated
No. S Indiana plays No. 2 Ohio

State at the Horseshoe, a place
where the Hoosiers haven’t won
a game since Ronald Reagan
was president.

Indiana (10-0, 7-0 Big Ten,
No. S CFP) is one the most
uplifting stories of the season.
Behind Ohio University trans-
fer quarterback Kurtis Rourke,
the Hoosiers are enjoying their
best season since 1967 when
they finished 9-2 and shared the
Big Ten title with Purdue and
Minnesota.

They haven’t even sniffed a
conference crown since.

The Buckeyes (9-1, 6-1, No. 2
CFP) are doing what they were
expected to do. Their only stum-
ble this season was a nail-biter

of a 32-31 loss to now-No. 1 Ore-
gon. Ohio State hasn’t dropped
below No. 4 in the AP Top 25 all
season.

“We saw Indiana becoming a
big game, now a Top S match-
up,” Buckeyes coach Ryan Day
said this week. “Our guys are
fired up for this one and know
this is a must-win for us. We’ve
got to go win this game to play in
Indianapolis (in the Big Ten
championship). I know the
team, the coaches, everybody in
this building, the fans know
what kind of game this is, and
we’ve got to bring it on Satur-
day.”

The Ducks have already
clinched one of the spots in the

conference title game.

If Indiana beats Ohio State —
the only nationally ranked team
on its schedule this year — and
closes out the season with a win
over Purdue, the Hoosiers will
be in the Big Ten championship
for the first time since the incep-
tion of the game in 2011.

If the Buckeyes win out, they
will return to the conference ti-
tle game for the first time since
the pandemic-shortened 2020
season — and get a rematch
with Oregon.

Ohio State has a 28-game win-
ning streak against Indiana, dat-
ing to1991. That’s the longest ac-
tive streak of one team over an-
other in Division I football.
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Cavs never trail in rout of Pelicans

Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Ty Jerome scored 27
points in the first half and finished with a ca-
reer-high 29 as the Cleveland Cavaliers
never trailed in a 128-100 win over the New
Orleans Pelicans on Wednesday night.

Jerome, starting in place of injured point
guard Darius Garland, had 20 points in the
second quarter and buried seven 3-pointers
before halftime. Cleveland is off to the best
start in franchise history at 16-1.

Georges Niang added 20 points and first-
round pick Jaylon Tyson had 16 points, 11
rebounds and seven assists in his first pro
start for the Cavaliers. Jarrett Allen had 16
points and 11 rebounds.

Rookie forward Antonio Reeves, who av-
eraged 2.9 points per game, scored 34
points, and Brandon Boston Jr. had 14
points for the injury-riddled Pelicans.

Bucks 122, Bulls 106: Giannis Anteto-
kounmpo had 41 points, nine rebounds and
eight assists as host Milwaukee beat Chica-
go.

Brook Lopez scored 21 points, Damian
Lillard had 20 points and 10 assists, and AJ
Green added 18 points to help the Bucks win
for the fourth time in five games following a
2-8 start.

Zach Lavine scored 27 points to lead Chi-
cago. Torrey Craig added 15, while Nikola
Vucevic and Coby White had 14 each.

Rockets 130, Pacers 113: Alperen Sen-
gun had a season-high 31 points with 12 re-
bounds to lead host Houston to a win over
Indiana.

The Rockets used a big run in the third
quarter to push the lead to 21 entering the
fourth and cruised to their sixth victory in
seven games.

Jabari Smith Jr. added 23 points for the
Rockets for his second 20-point game in the
last four, and Fred VanVleet had 18 points
and six assists.

Grizzlies 117, 76ers 111: Jaren Jackson
Jr. had 25 points, Desmond Bane added 21
points and 10 rebounds and host Memphis
set a season-high with 19 3-pointers in a win
over Philadelphia.

Jaylen Wells added 14 points for Mem-
phis as Grizzlies head coach Taylor Jenkins
became the winningest coach in franchise
history.

Joel Embiid led the Sixers with 35 points
and 11 rebounds, but Philadelphia lost its
fifth straight.

Thunder 109, Trail Blazers 99: Jalen
Williams scored 30 points, Isaiah Harten-
stein had a double-double in his season de-
but, and host Oklahoma City beat Portland.

Hartenstein, a free agent pickup who
played for the New York Knicks last season,
had been out with a broken bone in his left
hand. He had 13 points, 14 rebounds and

four blocks in 29 minutes and provided rim
protection and bulk for a team that has
struggled with injuries in the frontcourt.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander added 28 points
for the Thunder. He made just 7 of 19 field
goals, but he made all 14 of his free throws to
help Oklahoma City snap a two-game losing
streak.

Knicks 138, Suns 122: Jalen Brunson
scored 36 points, Karl-Anthony Towns add-
ed 34 and visiting New York beat Phoenix
for their fourth straight win.

All five Knicks starters scored in double
figures. Josh Hart had 19 points, 11 re-
bounds and six assists.

Devin Booker scored 33 points on 12-
for-23 shooting for the injury-depleted
Suns, who have lost five straight.

Warriors 120, Hawks 97: Andrew Wig-
gins scored 27 points, Stephen Curry added
23 points and eight assists and host Golden
State beat Atlanta.

Jalen Johnson led the Hawks with 1S
points and 14 rebounds, and Trae Young al-
so had a double-double with 12 points and 11
assists.

Clippers 104, Magic 93: James Harden
scored 24 points and host Los Angeles won
their sixth game in a row at their new arena,
beating Orlando.

Harden made 11 of 12 free throws to go
with seven rebounds and five assists.

Hurricanes knock off Flyers with strong third period

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Sebas-
tian Aho had a goal and an assist
and the Carolina Hurricanes
scored three times in the open-
ing minutes of the third period
to break it open and defeat the
Philadelphia Flyers 4-1 on
Wednesday night.

Aho’s wrist shot squeezed
through Philadelphia goalie
Ivan Fedotov at 1:03 into the
third period. Jordan Staal
scored at 6:02 and Jack Roslovic
scored SS seconds after that,
leading Carolina to their third
consecutive victory.

Pyotr Kochetkov made 18
saves to become the first East-
ern Conference goalie, and sec-
ond in the NHL, to win 10 games
this season. Jalen Chatfield

scored his first goal of the sea-
son, 30 seconds into the game.

Ryan Poehling scored the
lone goal for the Flyers. Ivan Fe-
dotov finished with 33 saves for
Philadelphia.

Maple Leafs 3, Golden
Knights 0: Fraser Minten
scored his first NHL goal as in-
jury-ravaged Toronto blanked
visiting Vegas.

William Nylander scored his
13th of the season at 3:01 of the
third on the power play. Pontus
Holmberg added an empty-net
goal.

Toronto has won six of its last
seven. Vegas has lost two
straight as coach Bruce Cassidy
seeks his 400th career victory.

Stars 5, Sharks 2: Jason Ro-
bertson scored for the first time

in 10 games and had his first
multipoint game since Oct. 19 as
host Dallas beat San Jose.
Roope Hintz also had a goal
and assist, and Wyatt Johnston,
Jamie Benn and Evgenii Dado-
nov also scored for the Stars.
Jake Oettinger made 20 saves,
improving to 7-0-0 at home
while allowing 10 total goals.
Mikael Granlund had a short-
handed goal and added an assist
for the Sharks. Jake Walman al-
so scored, and Mackenzie
Blackwood stopped 26 shots.
Kraken 3, Predators 0: Joey
Daccord stopped 24 shots for
host Seattle’s first shutout of the
season as they beat Nashville.
Daniel Sprong, Brandon
Montour and Yanni Gourde
scored for Seattle, which has

won five of its last six games.

Daccord had six saves in the
first period, eight in the second
and 10 in the third for his fourth
career shutout — first since
March 26 against Anaheim.

Juuse Saros finished with 33
saves for Nashville, which has
lost four of five (1-2-2).

Sabres 1, Kings 0: Ukko-
Pekka Luukkonen stopped 24
shots, Jason Zucker scored the
game’s only goal, and visiting
Buffalo beat Los Angeles.

Luukkonen had six saves in
the first period, six in the second
and 12 in the third to get his first
shutout of the season in his re-
turn after being sidelined for
two games because of a lower-
body injury. The Sabres have
won five of seven.



	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_01_211124
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_02_211124
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_03_211124
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_04_211124
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_05_211124
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_06_211124
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_07_211124
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_08_211124

