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Envoy: N. Korea’s role in Russia growing

By SETH RoBSoN
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — North Korean
troops in Russia are learning bat-
tlefield lessons that will pose a
challenge for the United States
and its Asian allies, according to
UKkraine’s top diplomat in Japan.

Ambassador Sergiy Korsun-
sky, speaking Tuesday at the For-
eign Correspondents’ Club of Ja-
pan, blamed Moscow for the on-
going conflict. His talk marked
the 1,000th day of hostilities in his
homeland.

The recent arrival of nearly
10,000 North Korean troops in
Russia’s Kursk region bordering
Ukraineisaconcern, hesaid,add-
ing: “We already begin eliminat-
ing them from battlefield.”

Korsunsky spoke the day be-
fore Ukraine for the first time
used along-range, U.S.-made tac-
ticalmissile tostrike targets deep-
erinside Russia, a potentially sig-

nificant escalation of the war.
President Joe Biden on Sunday
lifted restrictions on Ukraine’s
use of the Army Tactical Missile
System to strike Russia.

Ukraine has received massive
quantities of weapons and fund-
ing from the U.S., but President-
elect Donald Trump has promis-
ed to quickly resolve the conflict
once he takes office in January.

What Russia will supply to
North Korea in exchange for the
ground troops is a serious prob-
lem, Korsunsky said.

“It’s about military technolo-
gies ... which enable North Korea
to move forward with their mis-
sile program,” he said.

The Oct. 311aunch by North Ko-
reaof an intercontinental ballistic
missile that flew thousands of
miles was directly related to
cooperation with Russia that will
continue, Korsunsky said.

“North Korea will become

much more sophisticated in
terms of military technologies”
he said.

North Korean officers and ad-
visers are in Russia to study mod-
ern war, not to fight, Korsunsky
said.

“We believe thisis ... one of the
ideas of (North Korean leader)
Kim Jong Un to participate in this
war,” he said.

North Korea, backed by China
for decades, recently signed a de-
fense pact with Russia.

“They (the North) have two se-
curity guarantees from two mili-
tary powers,” Korsunsky said,
adding that the support “will em-
bolden Kim Jong Un to make any
provocations when conditions
will be ripe.”

The ambassador’s words
echoed comments Monday by
U.S. State Department spokes-
man Matthew Miller at a press
briefing in Washington.

“Our concerns are not just be-
cause of the fact that North Korea
hasintroduced its own forces onto
the battlefield with Ukrainian sol-
diers, but what it is that North Ko-
reamightbe gettingin return,” he
said.

It’s unclear what Russia might
provide the North, Miller said.

A modern-day version of the
Soviet Union’s old Warsaw Pact
alliance could reemerge linking
Russia, North Korea and Iran,
Korsunsky said.

Kim, who visited a drone test
site last week, has ordered mass
production of attack drones, ac-
cording to the country’s state
media.

“They saw that this waris awar
of drones,” Korsunsky said.
“Imagine that instead of balloons
with bad things they send to South
Korea, if they have drones flying
to South Korea. Thatisadirectre-
sult.”

INDOPACOM chief warns

By CAITLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
has witnessed in recent months
a historic amount of large mili-
tary exercises conducted by
China, the commander of U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command said
Tuesday as he sounded the
alarm about a potential invasion
of Taiwan.

“Over the summer, I saw the
most rehearsal and the most
joint exercises from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China that I
had ever seen — with the widest
geography, the most joint oper-
ations for air, missile, maritime
power that I had seen over an
entire career of being an ob-
server,” Adm. Samuel Paparo
said during a Brookings Institu-
tion panel.

A fleet of 152 vessels, as well
as 200 combat amphibious veh-
icles, were spotted on a single
day, Paparo said, which was evi-
dence of an upward trajectory
and modernization of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army.

The People’s Republic of Chi-
na has indicated its forces
would be ready for conflict by
2027. The country has a growing
interest in invading Taiwan.
China regards the democrati-
cally governed island as a rene-
gade province that must, at
some point, accede to Beijing’s
control.

China’s military in recent
years has increasingly en-
croached on Taiwan’s air de-
fense identification zone, the ar-
ea just beyond its airspace.

In May, China simulated

China’s sights on Taiwan

bomber attacks and ship-board-
ings during two days of military
exercises around Taiwan. On
Tuesday, Paparo said China
conducted a second military
demonstration near Taiwan in
October that coincided with the
Taiwan National Day holiday.
Additionally, Paparo high-
lighted, China has a growing
partnership with Russia. In Ju-
ly, Russian and Chinese bom-
bers were spotted flying togeth-
er near Alaska for the first time.
Last week, Vice Adm. Peter
Gautier, deputy commandant
for U.S. Coast Guard oper-
ations, told lawmakers the ser-
vice recently witnessed the
Russian border guard and Chi-
nese coast guard conducting a
joint patrol high in the Bering
Sea, marking the first time the

two countries have conducted
joint operations in Arctic.

“This is the military environ-
ment that we find ourselves inin
2024,” Paparo said.

Now, conflicts around the
world — Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and the ongoing con-
flicts between Israel and Iran-
backed proxy groups — are eat-
ing up U.S. inventory of high-
end capabilities, such as Patriot
air defense missiles, Paparo
said.

“Inherently, it imposes costs
on the readiness of America to
respond in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, which is the most stressing
theater for the quantity and
quality of munitions, because
the [People’s Republic of Chi-
na] is the most capable potential
adversary in the world,” he said.
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DOD misstated how Special Ops troops died

The Washington Post

A secretive U.S. Army helicop-
ter unit sent to the Mediterranean
last year in response to Hamas’
surprise attack on Israel was con-
ducting nighttime target practice
when one of its crews crashed into
the sea after a diving attack, Kill-
ing all five on board, according to
a mishap report obtained by The
Washington Post.

The report, obtained through a
Freedom of Information Act re-
quest, contradicts how the Penta-
gon described the sensitive inci-
dent after it occurred on Nov. 10,
2023, as the Biden administration
sought to show support for Israel
and discourage adversaries such
as Iran from further fomenting
tensions. Days after the crash, a
Defense Department statement
said the Black Hawk helicopter
was conducting aerial refueling
training when an in-flight emer-
gency caused it to crash.

Intheirreport, Army investiga-
tors said instead that the helicop-
ter had been performing gunnery
training along with two other spe-
cially designed MH-60M Defen-
sive Armed Penetrators, which
are outfitted with more offensive
weaponry than is typical of Black
Hawk designs. The crews flew
out of Akrotiri in southern Cy-
prus, refueled in the air and pro-
ceeded to test their weapons on a
37-gallon barrel afloat below, the
report said. The helicopter that
crashed did not pull up in time af-
ter firing its guns and hit the water
ataspeed of roughly 140 mph. The
aircraft then rolled and sank rap-
idly, the report said.

The MH-60M and its crew
were part of the elite 160th Special
Operations Aviation Regiment,
which rapidly dispatched assets
totheregion for “rotary wing fires
support” early on in the Gaza cri-
sis, the mishap report said. The

Pentagon seldom publicly ac-
knowledges the movement of
such units, known to whisk top
Special Operations forces on and
off battlefields, and any disclo-
sure of their presence practicing
strafing attacks so close to the
fighting between Israel and Ha-
mas probably would have faced
blowback among opponents of
U.S. support for the Jewish state.

In response to questions about
the discrepancy, a spokeswoman
for U.S. Army Special Operations
Command told The Washington
Post that in recent days military
officials had distributed a cor-
rected version of the original
news release and updated the
version appearing on the Defense
Department’s website.

Lt. Col. Allie Scott, the spokes-
woman, explained the error by
saying authorities possessed lim-
ited information about the crew’s
activities in the crash’s immedi-

ate aftermath. “Therefueling was
aportion of the training, one could
not happen without the other,”
Scott told The Post, adding that
“the loss was overwhelming and
there was an immediate need to
communicate.”

Witnesses aboard other air-
craft saw the accident occur, ac-
cording to the mishap report,
which contains substantial redac-
tions. They told investigators
there had not been a Mayday call
by the MH-60M pilots.

The Army identified the five
crew members Killed in the acci-
dent as Chief Warrant Officer 3
Stephen R. Dwyer, 38, of Clarks-
ville, Tenn.; Chief Warrant Offi-
cer 2 Shane M. Barnes, 34, of Sac-
ramento, Calif.; Staff Sgt. Tanner
W. Grone, 26, of Gorham, N.H.;
Sgt. Andrew P. Southard, 27, of
Apache Junction, Ariz.; and Sgt.
Cade M. Wolfe, 24, of Mankato,
Minn.

US OKs $6B sale of F-15K
upgrades to South Korea

By Davip CHo1
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — The
State Department this week ap-
proved the possible sale of a host
of U.S.-made upgrades to South
Korea’s F-15K Slam Eagle fighter
aircraft.

Thepossible $6.2billion sale in-
cludes high-speed mission sys-
tem computers; Active Electron-
ically Scanned Arrays, or AESA,
radars; missile-warning systems
and continued maintenance and
software support, according to a
news release from the Defense
Security Cooperation Agency on
Tuesday.

The agency, an arm of the De-
fense Department, is responsible
for delivering on the Foreign Mil-
itary Sales program. Congres-
sional approval is required for
military equipment sales of more

than $25 million to NATO mem-
bers and five other countries, in-
cluding South Korea.

The agency’s approval comes
roughly two weeks after it signed
off on the possible $4.9 billion sale
of four E-7 Airborne Early Warn-
ing and Control Aircraft, also
known as the Wedgetail. The air-
craft’s reconnaissance capabili-
ties will “meet current and future
threats” to South Korea, the agen-
cy announced Nov. 4.

In 2002, South Korea pur-
chased its first 40 F-15Ks valued
at $4 billion from Boeing, accord-
ing to a news release from the de-
fense firm. An additional 21
F-15Ks were purchased in a $2
billion contract six years later.

The Slam Eagle is South Ko-
rea’s variant of the F-15E Eagle,
the U.S.’s fourth-generation air-
craft that entered service in 1976.

USS Carl Vinson departs
San Diego for Pacific tour

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

The aircraft carrier USS Carl
Vinson has departed from San
Diego without fanfare for a
scheduled deployment to the In-
do-Pacific region, a Navy
spokesperson confirmed Tues-
day.

Ship spotters saw the aircraft
carrier Monday leaving its
homeport of Naval Air Station
North Island, Calif., with sailors
wearing dress blues manning
the rails.

A spokesperson for the Navy
confirmed the warship’s move-
ment, and that it is headed to the
Indo-Pacificregion. The deploy-
ment was “always planned for
around this time this year,” the
spokesperson said.

The USS George Washington
is also in the region as it transits

to its new homeport of Japan.

Meanwhile, the USS Abra-
ham Lincoln is leaving the Mid-
dle East, the U.S. Naval Institute
fleet tracker reported.

The Lincoln’s departure fol-
lows nearly three months in the
Red Seafending off Iran-backed
Houthi rebels attacking mari-
time merchant shipping. The
West Coast-based carrier and its
strike group deployed in July for
what was expected to be a Pacif-
icdeploymentbut were directed
tothe Middle Eastinlate August.

The USS Wasp, embarked
with the 24th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit, was also spotted
heading west through the Strait
of Gibraltar, toward the Atlan-
tic, according to the U.S. Naval
Institute fleet tracker. The am-
phibious group deployedinJune
from Virginia.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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‘Bomb cyclone’ hits
northwest US states

Associated Press

SEATTLE — A major storm
swept across the northwest
United States, battering the re-
gion with strong winds and
rain, causing widespread pow-
er outages and downing trees
that killed at least two people.

The Weather Prediction Cen-
ter issued excessive rainfall
risks through Friday, and hurri-
cane-force wind warnings were
in effect as the strongest atmo-
spheric river — a large plume
of moisture — that California
and the Pacific Northwest has
seen this season overwhelmed
the region. The storm system
that hit starting Tuesday is con-
sidered a “bomb cyclone,”
which occurs when a cyclone
intensifies rapidly.

Falling trees struck homes
and littered roads across north-
west Washington. In Lynn-
wood, Wash.,, a woman died
Tuesday night when a large
tree fell on a homeless encamp-
ment, South County Fire said in
a statement. In Bellevue, about
10 miles east of Seattle, a tree
fell onto a home, killing a wom-
an Tuesday night, fire officials
said.

A 70-year-old tree fell on
Wendy Harrington’s home in
Issaquah, Wash., and she told

KOMO-TV that she thought a
whole wall was coming down.

“It felt explosive, like there
was a bomb going off,” Har-
rington said. “Everything was
just very loud.”

The number of power outage
reports in Washington state
fluctuated wildly Tuesday eve-
ning, but steadily declined to
about 530,000 by Wednesday
morning, according to powe-
routage.us.

More than 3,000 were report-
ed to be without power in Ore-
gon and more than 21,000 had
no power in California as of
Wednesday morning.

“Trees are coming down all
over the city & falling onto
homes,” the fire department in
Bellevue posted on X.

“If you can, go to the lowest
floor and stay away from win-
dows. Do not go outside if you
can avoid it.”

As of 8 p.m., the peak wind
speed was in Canadian waters,
where gusts of 101 mph were re-
ported off the coast of Vancouv-
er Island, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service in Seat-
tle. Along the Oregon coast,
there were wind gusts as high at
79 mph Tuesday evening, ac-
cording to the National Weath-
er Service in Medford, Ore.

Pa. recount showecases
messy disputes of rules

Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — The
recount underway in Pennsyl-
vania’s U.S. Senate race marks
the end of a chaotic post-elec-
tion period that has become the
latest example of how disputed
election rules can expose weak
points in a core function of
American democracy.

The ballot-counting process
in the race between incumbent
Democratic Sen. Bob Casey and
Republican David McCormick
has become a spectacle of
hours-long election board meet-
ings, social media outrage, law-
suits and accusations that some
county officials are openly flout-
ing the law.

The Associated Press called
the race for McCormick on Nov.
7, concluding that not enough
ballots remained to be counted
in areas Casey was winning for
him to take the lead.

As the race headed toward a
recount, which must be con-
cluded by next Tuesday, Repu-
blicans have been claiming that
Democrats are trying to steal
McCormick’s seat by counting
“illegal votes.” Casey’s cam-
paign has said Republicans are
trying to block enough votes to
prevent him from pulling ahead
and winning.

A big part of the dispute has
centered around the date re-
quirement on the return enve-

lope that has a mail-in ballot.

Republicans have said state
law and court precedent is clear
and that mail ballots must be
discarded if their envelopes
don’t meet the criteria. Demo-
crats have insisted that ballots
shouldn’t be tossed out because
of what they call technicalities.

Several Democratic-con-
trolled county election boards
have been counting mail-in bal-
lots in which the voter either
wrote the wrong date on the re-
turn envelope or didn’t write
one at all, despite the state Su-
preme Court saying just days
before the election that such
ballots shouldn’t be counted.

On Monday, the Democratic-
majority high court reasserted
its authority, ruling 4-3 to over-
ride active litigation in county
courts and order local election
boards to obey prior rulings that
said such ballots cannot be add-
ed to the tally.

“Only the courts under our
charter may declare a statute,
or provision thereof, unconsti-
tutional,” wrote Justice Kevin
Brobson, a Republican.

The controversy over the de-
cisions by some Democrats to
take actions that appeared to
contradict Pennsylvania law
evoked similar disputes in sev-
eral other states over the role of
local election boards in certify-
ing results.

Speaker signals support for House bathroom measure

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House
Speaker Mike Johnson signaled
support Tuesday for a Republi-
can effort to ban Democrat Sa-
rah McBride — the first trans-
gender person to be elected to
Congress — from using wom-
en’s restrooms in the Capitol
once she’s sworn into office
next year.

“We’re not going to have men
in women’s bathrooms,” John-
son told The Associated Press.

“I’'ve been consistent about that
with anyone I've talked to about
this.”

Johnson earlier in the day
emphasized the need to “treat
all persons with dignity and re-
spect,” adding, “This is an issue
that Congress has never had to
address before, and we’re go-
ing to do that in deliberate fash-
ion with member consensus on
it.”

A resolution proposed Mon-
day by GOP Rep. Nancy Mace

of South Carolina would pro-
hibit any lawmakers and House
employees from “using single-
sex facilities other than those
corresponding to their biologi-
cal sex.”

Mace said the bill is aimed
specifically at McBride, who
was elected to the House this
month from Delaware.

The debate over whether
transgender people should be
allowed to use the bathrooms
that align with their gender

identity has been prevalent
across the United States and
was a focal point of President-
elect Donald Trump’s cam-
paign. At least 11 states have
adopted laws barring transgen-
der girls and women from girls
and women’s bathrooms at
public schools, and in some cas-
es other government facilities.

Democrats, including
McBride, denounced the GOP
effort as “bullying” and a “dis-
traction.”
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Israeli demands Hezbollah strikes in cease-fire

Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli offi-
cials demanded Wednesday
the freedom to strike Leba-
non’s Hezbollah as part of any
cease-fire deal, raising a po-
tential complication as a top
U.S. envoy was in the region
attempting to clinch an agree-
ment.

The development came as an
airstrike hit the historic Syrian
town of Palmyra, Killing 36
people, according to Syrian
state-run media, which blamed
the attack on Israel. The Israeli
military declined to comment.

Israeli Defense Minister Is-
rael Katz and Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar each said Israel
sought to reserve the right to
respond to any violations by
Hezbollah under an emerging

proposal, which would push
the militant group’s fighters
and Israeli ground forces out
of a U.N. buffer zone in south-
ern Lebanon.

There have been signs of
progress on the cease-fire deal,
with Hezbollah’s allies in the
Lebanese government saying
the militant group had respon-
ded positively to the proposal.

“In any agreement we will
reach, we will have to maintain
our freedom to act if there will
be violations,” Saar told dozens
of foreign ambassadors in Je-
rusalem. “We will have to be
able to act in time, before the
problem will grow.”

Katz, in a meeting with in-
telligence corps officers, said
“the condition for any political
settlement in Lebanon” was

the right for the Israeli mili-
tary “to act and protect the citi-
zens of Israel from Hezbollah.”

Amos Hochstein, the Biden
administration’s point man on
Israel and Lebanon, has been
working in recent days to push
the sides toward agreement.
He has been meeting this week
with officials in Lebanon and
said Wednesday that he would
travel to Israel in an attempt to
“try to bring this to a close if
we can.”

On Tuesday, Hochstein said
an agreement to end the Israel-
Hezbollah war is “within our
grasp.”

The emerging cease-fire
deal would push Hezbollah
and Israel out of southern Le-
banon.

Hezbollah began firing into

Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, in soli-
darity with Hamas after its at-
tack on southern Israel that
sparked the war in the Gaza
Strip. Israel has been respon-
ding with strikes in Lebanon,
and dramatically escalated its
bombardment in late Septem-
ber by launching a ground in-
vasion just inside the border.

In the more than a year of
exchanges, more than 3,500
people have been killed in Le-
banon, most in the past month,
the Health Ministry reported,
and over 1 million people have
been displaced. It’s unknown
how many of the dead were
Hezbollah fighters.

In Israel, more than 70 peo-
ple have been Kkilled by Hez-
bollah fire, and tens of thou-
sands have fled their homes.

Haitians, police fight
off latest gang attack

Associated Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti —
Gangs launched a new attack on
Haiti’s capital early Tuesday,
targeting an upscale communi-
ty in Port-au-Prince where gun-
men clashed with residents who
fought side by side with police.

The attack on Petionville was
led by the Viv Ansanm group,
whose spokesman, Jimmy Ché-
rizier, a gang leader and former
elite police officer, had an-
nounced the plan in a video
posted on social media.

At least 28 suspected gang
members were killed and hun-
dreds of munitions seized, ac-
cording to Lionel Lazarre, depu-
ty spokesman for Haiti’s Na-
tional Police.

It wasn’t immediately clear if
police had prepared for the at-
tack or tried to preventively
protect Petionville given that
Chérizier, who is also known as
Barbecue, had announced plans
to attack it.

The turmoil in Port-au-

Prince deepened late Tuesday,
when Doctors Without Borders
announced it was suspending
critical care across the capital
as it accused police officers of
violence and threats against its
staff, including rape and death.

The aid group will halt patient
admissions and transfers to its
five medical facilities starting
Wednesday, a blow to a country
with extremely limited medical
care.

“We have been in Haiti for
more than 30 years, and this de-
cision is taken with a heavy
heart. Health care services
have never been so limited for
people in Haiti,” Christophe
Garnier, the mission’s head in
Haiti, said in a statement.

The mission said one of its
ambulances was attacked by
police last week, resulting in the
killing of at least two patients
and physical harm to its staff.
The aid group reported four oth-
er recent violent incidents in
one week alone.

Chinese ship under watch
after cable cut in Baltic Sea

Bloomberg News

The Danishmilitaryis staying
near a Chinese ship that may be
linked to damaged data cablesin
the Baltic Sea.

A high-speed fiber optic cable
connecting Finland and Germa-
ny was cut early Monday by
what was likely an external im-
pact, and a nearby link between
Lithuania and Sweden was dam-
aged Sunday. It was the second
suchincidentin the Baltic Seain
justover ayear.

The bulk carrier, Yi Peng 3,
was in the vicinity of the cables
when they were damaged, data
compiled by Bloomberg show. It
has been anchored in the north-
ern part of the Danish straits
since Tuesday, with Danish Na-
vy diving ship Soloven close by.

“The Danish Defence can
confirm that we are present in
the areanearthe Chinese ship Yi
Peng 3,” the armed forces saidin
apostonX. The military stopped
short oflinking the ship tothe ca-
ble incident, and said they had
no further comments.

Yi Peng 3 had departed Rus-
sian port Ust-Luga on Friday.
While vessels sometimes stop
for refueling, its location in the
Danish waters is not a typical
site for such activity.

The incidents are being
probed by Swedish police as
possible sabotage, and German
Defense Minister Boris Pistori-
us on Tuesday said the events
have to be investigated as such
an act.

Lin Jian, a spokesman for the
Foreign Ministry in Beijing, said
Wednesday that “China always
fully fulfills flag state obliga-
tions and asks Chinese vessels to
strictly abide by relevant laws
and regulations.”

“We also attach great impor-
tance to protecting the safety
and security of infrastructure,”
he said, adding that China works
“with the international com-
munity to vigorously advance
the construction and protection
of globalinformation infrastruc-
ture, including undersea ca-
bles.”
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Riders stuck in midair
over 2 hours on ride

c LOS ANGELES —
More than 20 riders
were suspended in midair for
hours after a Knott’s Berry Farm
ride malfunctioned Monday.
Guests at the Southern Califor-
nia theme park were stuck on the
Sol Spin ride after technical diffi-
culties caused it to stop at about 2
p-m., a park spokesperson said.
The 22 riders were evacuated
from the ride by 4:30 p.m. accord-
ing to the ride manufacturer’s
and park’s emergency proce-
dures, the spokesperson said.
Two female guests were trans-
ported to a hospital “out of an

abundance of caution,” the
spokesperson said.
Aerial TV footage showed rid-

ers suspended in the air in all dif-
ferent orientations, with some
stumbling out of their seats after
being lowered back to the
ground. The Sol Spin brings rid-
ers up over six stories high on six
independently spinning arms,
according to the Knott’s Berry
Farm website.

Academy grad charged
in removal of pride flag

M ANNAPOLIS — A

U.S. Naval Acade-
my graduate ripped down a tattoo
shop’s LGBTQ+ pride flag and
put it in the trash, Annapolis po-
lice said in documents charging
him with a hate crime.

Charlie Garrett, co-owner of
the Dapper Dog Tattoo Shop, told
police Friday that the store had
been vandalized. He said it was
the third time someone had re-
moved the flag. In response, Gar-
rett said he installed a security
camera.

Closed-circuit video showed a

man walking toward the store at
about 1 a.m. Friday, police said,
before he “forcefully ripped” the
flag from above the shop’s awn-
ing. Hethen putitintoatrash can.

The tattoo shop posted a photo
of the man on social media and
asked for help identifying him. A
woman who worked at a nearby
restaurant told police she had
served the man in the video the
night before, according to the
charging documents. Police
identified the suspect as Benja-
min Michael of Dallas, the Capi-
tal Gazette reported.

He graduated from the acade-
my and served in the Marine
Corps, The Baltimore Sunreport-
ed. According to a Marine Corps
spokesperson, he served from
2004 to 2013.

He was also charged with mali-
cious destruction of property.
Bothitand the hate crime charge,
which in this case relates to prop-
erty crimes, are misdemeanors.

Public schools may be
able to use Bible lessons

AUSTIN — Texas

public schools could
use teachings from the Bible in
lessons as an option for students
from kindergarten through fifth
grade under a proposal that drew
hours of testimony Monday and
follows Republican-led efforts in
other states to incorporate more
religious teaching into class-
rooms.

Teachers and parents gave im-
passioned testimony for and
against the curriculum plan at a
meeting of the Texas State Board
of Education, which is expected
tohold afinal vote on the measure
later this week.

The curriculum—designed by
the state’s public education agen-
cy —would allow teachings from

the Bible such as the Golden Rule
and lessons from books such as
Genesis into classrooms. Under
the plan, it would be optional for
schools to adopt the curriculum,
though they would receive addi-
tional funding if they did so.

Judge nixes abortion ban,
prohibition on medication

WY CHEYENNE — A

state judge Monday
struck down Wyoming’s overall
ban on abortion and its first-in-
the-nation explicit prohibition on
the use of medication toend preg-
nancy.

Since 2022, Teton County Dis-
trict Judge Melissa Owens has
ruled consistently three times to
block the laws while they were
disputed in court.

One Wyoming law that Owens
said violated women’s rights un-
der the state constitution bans
abortion except to protect a preg-
nant woman’s life or in cases in-
volving rape and incest. The oth-
er made Wyoming the only state
to explicitly ban abortion pills,
though other states have institut-
ed de facto bans on the medica-
tion by broadly prohibiting abor-
tion.

Eatery owner sentenced
for mislabeling seafood

M GULFPORT — A

Mississippi ~ Gulf
Coast restaurant and its co-own-
er were sentenced Monday on
federal charges of mislabelingin-
expensive imported seafood as
local premium fish.

The restaurant admitted that
between December 2013 and No-
vember 2019, the company and
its co-conspirators at a Biloxi sea-
food wholesaler fraudulently
sold as local premium species

about 58,750 pounds of seafood
that was frozen and imported
from Africa, India and South
America.

Mary Mahoney’s Old French
House was sentenced to five
years of probation and ordered to
pay nearly $1.5 million.

That included a $149,000 crim-
inal fine and $1.35 million in for-
feiture for some of the money it
received from fraudulent sales of
seafood, the Justice Department
said.

Mahoney’s co-owner/manag-
er, Anthony Charles Cvitanovich,
SS, was sentenced to three years
of probation and four months of
home detention and ordered to
pay a $10,000 fine.

City to pay nearly $1M to
woman bit by police dog

c A BRENTWOOD — A

Northern California
city has agreed to pay nearly $1
million to settle alawsuit alleging
police used excessive force after
aK-9 dogbitintoa woman’s scalp
during her arrest, requiring her
to get more than 200 stitches and
other treatment.

Talmika Bates will receive
$967,000 from the city of Brent-
wood, her attorneys announced
Friday. Bates, who was wanted
on suspicion of shoplifting items
from a makeup store, was hiding
in bushes when the German
Shepherd bit her head during the
arrestin February 2020.

The woman required more
than 200 stitches in her head, tis-
sue rearrangement and lacera-
tion repair. She’s been diagnosed
with mild diffuse traumatic brain
injury, mild post-traumatic brain
syndrome and post-traumatic
stress disorder, her attorneys
said.

— From wire reports
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Boise St., not BYU, gets bye in CFP rankings

Associated Press

Boise State received the
fourth and final bye in Tuesday
night’s College Football Playoff
rankings, leaving BYU out of
that mix and placing the Big 12
alongside the SEC on the list of
power conferences with a gripe.

Undefeated Oregon received
top billing once again, delivered
by the committee a few hours
after Big Ten number crunch-
ers ran through tiebreaker sce-
narios and realized the Ducks
had clinched a spot in the confe-
rence title game no matter what
happens between now and De-
cember.

Ohio State stayed at No. 2, one
spot ahead of Southeastern Con-
ference co-leader Texas. Miami
of the Atlantic Coast Confe-
rence was ranked eighth, but
gets the third seed and a bye
that goes to the top four ranked
conference leaders. And like-
wise, the Broncos of the Moun-
tain West were ranked 12th by

the committee but were slotted
into that fourth and final bye.

The Cougars were ranked
14th, but get the last spot in the
12-team bracket as the fifth-
best conference leader. That
bumps out No. 11 Tennessee,
which lost to Georgia last week
and now takes the spot the
SEC’s Bulldogs held last week:
first team out.

There are three more weeks
of rankings to go, culminating
with the Dec. 8 reveal that sets
the bracket for college football’s
first 12-team playoff.

Boise State’s rise into the bye
wasn’t all that unexpected after
BYU suffered its first loss of the
season, which caused its eight-
spot tumble down the rankings.
It’s a bit of a comedown for Big
12 backers, who would point out
that every team in their league
has a stronger strength of
schedule than the Broncos. But
the Cougars’ season has been
full of close calls — four wins by

six points or less — and that fac-
tored into its ranking this week.

“Given some of the games
they played and close games
they had, it was an indicator
that some of the teams below
them should move ahead,” said
Michigan athletic director
Warde Manuel, who serves as
the chair of the selection com-
mittee.

Of course, nobody cries foul
louder than the SEC, which was
generally appalled at seeing
Georgia left out last week after
its lopsided loss to Mississippi.
Now, the Bulldogs are back at
No. 10. Alabama is No. 7 and Ole
Miss is No. 9. All three teams,
along with Tennessee, have two
losses. But nobody can argue
with that conference’s strength
of schedule.

“One, they just had a loss to
Georgia. It’s really splitting
hairs,” Manuel said on the com-
mittee’s choice to leave Tennes-
see out and put the other three

SEC teams in. “They have great
offense, great defense, they
play hard. The committee had a
hard time. You're talking about
four really good teams.”

Other rankings: No. 4 Penn
State, No. S Indiana and No. 6
Notre Dame.

And, in this week’s biggest
quirk, SMU is undefeated and
alone in first place in the ACC,
but still got ranked 13th.

Projected first round

First-round games will take
place on the campus of the bet-
ter-seeded team Dec. 20-21.
Here’s what the matchups
would look like based on this
week’s rankings (teams listed
by seed, not ranking):

No.12BYU atNo. S Ohio State

No. 11 Georgia at No. 6 Penn
State

No. 10 Mississippi at No. 7 In-
diana

No. 9 Alabama at No. 8 Notre
Dame

Guardians’ Vogt, Brewers’ Murphy named top managers

Associated Press

Milwaukee’s Pat Murphy and Cleve-
land’s Stephen Vogt had the unenviable task
of taking over for successful and well-liked
predecessors when they were named man-
agers of their respective teams during the
offseason.

Both proved to be naturals.

Murphy won National League Manager
of the Year on Tuesday after a stellar debut
season with the Brewers, while Vogt took
AL honors after leading the Guardians to 92
wins and a division title in his first year as a
skipper at any level.

Vogt, 40, is the first to go from a major
league player to Manager of the Year in just
two years. The previous fastest was Joe Gi-
rardi from 2003 to 2006, when he won NL
Manager of the Year with the Florida Mar-
lins.

“I got way more excited when any one of
our guys hit a home run then I ever did my-
self or abig play or a strikeout,” Vogt said. “I
think that’s the beauty of this role and this
job — it’s not about you. It’s about your
players and it’s about their successes.”

Murphy, 65, led the Brewers to a 93-69

record and an NL Central title and became
the first manager in franchise history to win
the award since it was introduced in 1983. In
the playoffs, Milwaukee lost to the New
York Mets in a Wild Card Series.

Murphy had an unusual career path to big
league success — he was a longtime college
coach at Notre Dame and Arizona State be-
fore moving to the professional ranks in
2010. He worked in the Padres’ minor
league system until 201S when he was hired
to be Milwaukee’s bench coach under Craig
Counsell, who played for Murphy at Notre
Dame.

After Counsell surprisingly left for the
Cubs during the offseason, the Brewers
quickly turned to Murphy. The transition
was nearly seamless.

“I just didn’t want to let the Brewers
down,” Murphy said. “From the ownership,
to the front office, to the players and the
coaching staff. I didn’t want to let them
down. I wanted to be prepared. I wanted to
do something to advance the needle a little
bit.”

Murphy received 27 of 30 first-place
votes in balloting by the Baseball Writers’

Association of America to beat out San Die-
go’s Mike Shildt and New York’s Carlos
Mendoza. Shildt, Mendoza and Philadel-
phia’s Rob Thomson each received one
first-place vote.

Vogt topped Kansas City’s Matt Quatraro
and Detroit’s A.J. Hinch, both AL Central ri-
vals. He’s the first AL manager to win the
award in his debut season since Minnesota’s
Rocco Baldelli in 2019.

Vogt received 27 of 30 first-place votes.
Quatraro got two and Hinch had one.

Vogt led the Guardians to a 92-69 record
after replacing three-time Manager of the
Year winner Terry Francona. The former
big league catcher took Cleveland to the AL
Championship Series before losing to the
New York Yankees in five games.

“I knew I had to come in and be myself,”
Vogt said. “I knew I would never replace Ti-
to or fill his shoes. I just wanted to come in
and be me and help our players be as good
as they could be, and that was the goal from
day one.”

Vogt is the third Cleveland skipper to win
the honor, joining Francona (2013, 2016,
2022) and Eric Wedge (2007).
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Tatum, Celtics hand CGavs first defeat

Associated Press

BOSTON — The defending
NBA champions held off the
league’s hottest team on Tuesday
night, with Jayson Tatum scor-
ing 33 points and adding 12 re-
bounds to lead the Boston Celtics
to a 120-117 victory over Cleve-
land and hand the Cavaliers their
first loss after 15 straight wins to
open the season.

Cleveland cut a 21-point deficit
to two in the third quarter, and
Donovan Mitchell hit a rainbow
3-pointer with 24 seconds left to
makeitafour-pointgame. Tatum
sank one of two free throws, and
then clobbered Mitchell at the
other end, leaving the Cavaliers
guard on the floorin need of med-
ical attention.

Mitchell eventually stepped to
the line and sank both free
throws, but Boston inbounded
the ball without trouble and
passed it downcourt for an easy
Al Horford dunk to clinch it.

Tatum sank six of Boston’s 22
3-pointers, and added seven as-
sists for Boston’s third straight
victory.

Mitchell scored 35S points, and
EvanMobleyhad 22 pointsand 11
rebounds for the Cavaliers, who
were the fourth team in NBA his-
tory to open the season with 15
wins in a row. The 15-game win-
ning streak was longest in Cava-
liers franchise history.

Nets 116, Hornets 115: Cam
Johnson scored 34 points, Den-
nis Schroder had 14 points and 12
assists and Brooklyn beat visit-
ing Charlotte.

Charlotte’s Brandon Miller
missed a 3 that would have tied
the game with 1.1 seconds left.
Grant Williams then tipped the
ball as time expired.

Jalen Wilson had 17 points and
Dorian Finney-Smith 1S as
Brooklyn snapped a three-game
skid.

Miller had 29 points, Miles
Bridges 21 and reserve Tre Mann
19 as the Hornets lost for the
fourth time in five games.

Nuggets 122, Grizzlies 110:
Jamal Murray scored 27 points,
Michael Porter Jr. added 24
points and 10 rebounds and Den-
ver snapped a two-game losing

streak by defeating host Mem-
phis.

Christian Braun finished with
19 points, while Russell West-
brook added 12 points, 14 assists
and 10 rebounds.

Santi Aldama led Memphis
with 28 points, matching his ca-
reer high. Jaren Jackson Jr. had
19 points, eightrebounds and five
blocks. Scotty Pippen Jr. scored
16 points.

Mavericks 132, Pelicans 91:
Luka Doncic returned to the li-
neup and scored a game-high 26
points, Klay Thompson added 19
and Kyrie Irving had 18 as host
Dallas beat undermanned New
Orleans.

Doncic, who missed his first
game of the season in Dallas’ win
at Oklahoma City on Sunday due
to a knee injury, shot 10-for-16
overall and 3-for-8 from 3-point
distance. He hit two step-back 3s
midway through the fourth quar-
ter, giving Dallas a111-75 lead.

Trey Murphy III, playing only
his fourth game this season be-
cause of hamstring issues,
scored a season-high 19 points to

lead the Pelicans. New Orleans
was missing five of its rotation
players.

Spurs 110, Thunder 104:
Keldon Johnson scored 22
points, Harrison Barnes added
20 and San Antonio beat visiting
Oklahoma City without Victor
Wembanyama.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had
32 points and Jalen Williams
added 27 points for Oklahoma
City.

The Thunder closed the game
on a 27-12 run but were unable to
score in the final minute.

Lakers 124, Jazz 118: Dalton
Knecht tied the NBA’s single-
game rookie record with nine 3-
pointers while scoring a career-
high 37 points, and host Los An-
geles beat Utah for its sixth con-
secutive win.

LeBron James had 26 points
and 12 assists, and Anthony Da-
vishad 26 points and 14 rebounds
as the Lakers improved to 7-0 at
home. Austin Reaves added 17
points for the defending NBA
Cup champions, who improved
to 2-0in group play this season.

No. 1 Kansas tops UNC Wilmington; Self wins 800th

Associated Press

Hunter Dickinson had 15
points and 15 rebounds, Dajuan
Harris Jr. scored 16 points, and
No. 1 Kansas shrugged off a
sluggish start to beat UNC Wil-
mington 84-66 on Tuesday night
and give coach Bill Self his
800th career win.

David Coit added 13 points
and Zeke Mayo had 10 for Kan-
sas (5-0), which led 43-38 at
halftime before going on a 12-2
run to start the second half. It
stretched the lead to 20 and
coasted to its 18th straight non-
conference home win.

“We can play better,” Self
said afterward, “but I thought
tonight was a step in the right di-
rection.”

The milestone victory, which
comes ahead of a showdown
against No. 12 Duke on Tuesday

night, moved Self into elite com-
pany. Among those with at least
800 wins are the likes of long-
time Blue Devils coach Mike
Krzyzewski, the all-time win-
ningest, and luminaries such as
retired Syracuse coach Jim
Boeheim and former Jayhawks
and North Carolina coach Roy
Williams.

Khamari McGriff had 18
points and Noah Ross had 10
with nine rebounds for the Sea-
hawks (4-1), who were picked to
finish third in the Colonial Ath-
letic Association after winning
21 games last season.

No. 2 UConn 81, East Texas
A&M 46: Solo Ball scored 10 of
his 12 points in the first half to
lead the Huskies past the visit-
ing Lions.

Alex Karaban and Liam
McNeeley added 11 points

apiece, and Aidan Mahaney fin-
ished with 10 for UConn (4-0).
Tarris Reed Jr. had nine points,
10 rebounds and three blocks off
the bench.

No. 9 Kentucky 97, Lip-
scomb 68: Jaxson Robinson
scored 20 points and the Wild-
cats shot 55% to roll past the vis-
iting Bisons.

Lamont Butler added 16
points, Otega Oweh had 14 and
Koby Brea scored 12 off the
bench for Kentucky (4-0),
which led 20-6 after eight min-
utes and didn’t let up.

No. 15 Marquette 76, No. 6
Purdue 58: Kam Jones had 17
points, 13 rebounds and 10 as-
sists as the Golden Eagles
snapped the Boilermakers’ 39-
game regular-season nonconfe-
rence winning streak.

Purdue (4-1) hadn’t lost a reg-

ular-season nonconference
game since falling 58-54 at Mia-
mi on Dec. 8, 2020.

No. 18 Cincinnati 76, North-
ern Kentucky 60: Simas Luko-
sius scored 18 points on six
made 3-pointers and the Bear-
cats held off the host Norse.

Dillon Mitchell had 12 points
for Cincinnati (4-0) and Jizzle
James scored 11 with six assists.

Northern Kentucky (0-4) was
led by Sam Vinson, who scored
16 points, and Trey Robinson,
who had 12.

No. 21 Florida 84, Florida
A&M 60: Will Richard scored
20 points, Walter Clayton Jr.
added 17 and the Gators led the
entire way against the visiting
Rattlers.

Alijah Martin chipped in 14
points, nine rebounds and four
assists for Florida (5-0).



PaGe8 e STRIPES LITE °

Wednesday, November 20, 2024

Bruins fire coach amid sluggish start

Associated Press

BOSTON — Boston coach
Jim Montgomery, who led the
Bruins to the greatest regular
season in NHL history but never
got them past the second round
of the playoffs, was fired Tues-
day, a day after the below-.500
team lost to last-place Colum-
bus to extend its losing streak to
three games.

“Jim Montgomery is a very
good NHL coach and an even
better person,” general manag-
er Don Sweeney said in a news
release. “Our team’s inconsis-
tency and performance in the
first 20 games of the 2024-25
season has been concerning and
below how the Bruins want to
reward our fans.”

Assistant coach Joe Sacco,
who led the Colorado Avalanche
to a 130-134-40 record from
2009-2014 and was a finalist for
coach of the year in his first sea-
son, will lead the Bruins on an
interim basis.

“I believe Joe Sacco has the

coaching experience to bring
the players and the team back to
focusing on the consistent effort
the NHL requires to have suc-
cess,” Sweeney said. “We will
continue to work to make the
necessary adjustments to meet
the standard and performance
our supportive fans expect.”

Montgomery, S5, was fired 20
games into his third season in
Boston and a day after a 5-1loss
to Columbus in which the
Bruins allowed two short-hand-
ed goals. He leaves with a 8-9-3
record this season and a 180-84-
33 mark in his career, which al-
so included one-plus season in
Dallas.

The Bruins finished with
more than 100 points in each of
Montgomery'’s first two seasons
—including arecord-setting de-
but, when their 65 wins and 135
points were both the most in
NHL history. But the team lost
in the first round of the playoffs
that year and advanced to only
the second round last season.

The struggles carried over in-
to the new season, with an open-
ing-night loss to Florida in
which they fell behind S5-1 and
an 8-2 loss to Carolina on Hallo-
ween. After the Monday night
loss in which the team was
booed off the ice at home after
falling behind 3-0 in the first pe-
riod, Montgomery grew philo-
sophical.

“Everyone goes through
struggles. Whether in life, or
your team,” he said. “That’s
what life’s about. How do you
pick yourself up? It’s not how
hard you fall. It’s how quickly
you pick yourself up.”

The Bruins’ best hope is thata
coaching change Kkick-starts a
roster with high-end talent that
hasn’t been performing.

Boston has given up 21 more
goals than it has allowed —
third-worst in the NHL. All-Star
David Pastrnak took no shots on
Monday and his minus-4 is the
lowest plus-minus of his career;
Brad Marchand is minus-3, the

lowest since he became a full-
time NHLer.

But the biggest problem has
been the goaltending. A year af-
ter alternating two No. 1 goalies
for the entire regular season —
and finishing with more than
100 points for the sixth full sea-
son in a row — the Bruins came
out of training camp with none.
Sweeney traded 2023 Vezina
Trophy winner Linus Ullmark
over the summer — before
agreeing to a new contract with
Jeremy Swayman.

The timing emboldened
Swayman’s holdout, and the 25-
year-old from Alaska didn’t
agree to a new deal — eight
years and $66 million — until
the eve of the regular season.
His numbers (5-7 record, .884
save percentage, 3.47 goals-
against average) may be the
hangover from missing camp;
Jonas Korpisalo (3-2,.901, 2.74),
acquired from Ottawa over the
summer, hasn’t been the an-
swer either.

Scheifele has

Associated Press

WINNIPEG, Manitoba —
Mark Scheifele had his ninth ca-
reer hat trick, Morgan Barron
added two empty-net goals and
the Winnipeg Jets beat the Flor-
ida Panthers 6-3 on Tuesday
night to end a two-game skid.

Kyle Connor had a goal and
assist, Josh Morrissey and Niko-
laj Ehlers each added two as-
sists and Connor Hellebuyck
made 20 saves for the NHL-
leading Jets.

Matthew Tkachuk had a goal
and assist for the Stanley Cup
champion Panthers and A.J.
Greer and Sam Reinhart also
scored. Sergei Bobrovsky made
21 saves.

Lightning 3, Penguins 2 (OT):
Brayden Point scored at 3:58 of
overtime as Tampa rallied to
beat host Pittsburgh.

Point’s overtime winner was

hat trick as NHL-best Jets top Panthers

his 10th goal of the season.
Point, who missed the previous
two weeks with a lower-body in-
jury, started the comeback in
his return game with a goal at
S5:41 of the third. Anthony Cirelli
scored his fifth goal of the sea-
son.

Sidney Crosby had an assist
and surpassed Hall of Famer
Joe Sakic for 13th-most assists
in NHL history and sixth-most
by a player with a single fran-
chise. He now has 1,017 assists.
Mario Lemieux ranks 12th with
1,033.

Oilers 5, Senators 2: Connor
McDavid had two goals and an
assist to lead visiting Edmonton
past Ottawa.

Evan Bouchard, Leon Drai-
saitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins
also scored for the Oilers, who
were coming off a 3-0 loss in
Montreal on Monday.

Tim Stutzle and Josh Norris
scored for the Senators, who
dropped their third straight (0-
2-1) and are now 3-5-1 in No-
vember.

Wild 4, Blues 2: Kirill Kapri-
zov scored two third-period
goals, and Jonas Brodin and
Ryan Hartman also scored to
help Minnesota beat host St.
Louis.

Filip Gustavsson made 22
saves for the Wild, who im-
proved to 12-3-3.

Ducks 3, Blackhawks: Alex
Killorn had a goal and an assist
in the third period, and visiting
Anaheim beat Chicago for its
season-high third straight victo-
ry.
Killorn tied it at 2 on a well-
placed backhanded shot at 5:10.
Then he made a perfect pass to
Leo Carlsson for a backdoor
tap-in with 10:22 left.

Flames 2, Islanders 1 (SO):
Dustin Wolf made 28 saves in
regulation and was perfect on
two shots faced in the shootout
as host Calgary rallied to a victo-
ry over New York.

Rasmus Andersson had the
lone goal in regulation for Cal-
gary. Andrei Kuzmenko and
Justin Kirkland scored in the
shootout.

Pierre Engvall, with his third
goal of the season and third in as
many games, scored the lone
goal for New York.

Rangers 4, Canucks 3: Mika
Zibanejad scored and added an
assist as visiting New York
edged Vancouver.

Will Cuylle and Kaapo Kakko
also posted a goal and an assist
apiece for the Rangers, while
Chris Kreider scored the game
winner midway through the
third period.
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