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Ukraine fires US-made ATACMS at Russia

Associated Press

Ukraine fired six U.S.-made
ATACMS missiles at Russia’s
Bryansk region, Russia’s De-
fense Ministry said Tuesday,
days after U.S. President Joe Bi-
den eased restrictions on Ukrai-
nian use of American-made
weapons in the war that has
reached its 1,000-day milestone.

Ukraine claimed it hit a mili-
tary weapons depot in Bryansk in
the middle of the night, though it
didn’t specify what weapons it
used. The Ukrainian General
Staff said that multiple explosions

and detonation were heard in the
targeted area.

In a statement carried by Rus-
sian news agencies, the Russian
Defense Ministry said the mili-
tary shotdown five Army Tactical
Missile Systems, known as
ATACMS, and damaged one
more.

The fragments fell on the terri-
tory of an unspecified military fa-
cility, the ministry said. The fall-
ing debris sparked a fire, but
didn’t inflict any damage or casu-
alties, it said.

Neither side’s claims could be

independently verified.

The announcement came after
Biden authorized Ukraine to use
U.S.-supplied missiles to strike
deeperinside Russia, easing limi-
tations on the longer range weap-
ons after Russia deployed thou-
sands of North Korean troops in
the conflict.

Earlier on Tuesday, Ukrainian
officials reported a third Russian
strike in three days on a civilian
residential area in Ukraine killed
at least 12 people, including a
child.

The strike by a Shahed drone in

the northern Sumy region late
Monday hitadormitory of anedu-
cational facility in the town of
Hlukhiv and wounded 11 others,
including two children, author-
itiessaid,adding thatmore people
could be trapped under the rub-
ble.

Ukrainian civilians have re-
peatedly been clobbered by Rus-
sian drones and missiles during
the war, while on the battlefield it
is under severe Russian pressure
atplacesonthe 600-mile frontline
where its army is stretched thin
against a bigger adversary.

Defense pick renews debate over women in combat

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President-
elect Donald Trump’s nominee
for defense secretary, Pete Heg-
seth, has reignited a debate that
many thought had been long set-
tled: Should women be allowed to
serve their country by fighting on
the front lines?

The former Fox News com-
mentator has made it clear, in his
book and in interviews, that he be-
lieves men and women should not
serve together in combat units. If
Hegseth is confirmed by the Sen-
ate, he could try to end the Penta-
gon’s nearly decade-old practice
of making all combat jobs open to
women.

“I’m straight up just saying we
should not have women in combat
roles. It hasn’t made us more ef-
fective. Hasn’t made us more le-
thal. Has made fighting more
complicated,” he said in a podcast
hosted by Shawn Ryan on Nov. 7.
Women have a place in the mili-
tary, he said, just not in special op-
erations, artillery, infantry and ar-
mor units.

Hegseth’s remarks generated a
barrage of praise and condemna-
tion. And they raised a question:

“Who’s going to replace them?
Men? And we’re having trouble
recruiting men into the Army
right now,” said Lory Manning, a
retired Navy captain who works
with the Service Women’s Action
Network.

The military services have
struggled for years to meet
recruiting goals, facing stiff com-
petition from companies that pay
more and offer similar or better
benefits. And a growing popula-
tion of young people aren’t inter-
ested in joining or can’t meet the
physical, academic and moral re-
quirements.

Removing women from con-
tention for jobs, said Manning,
could force the services to lower
standards to bring in more men
who have not graduated high
school, have criminal records or
score too low on physical and
mental tests.

Lawmakers are divided on
Hegseth'’s views.

“Where do you think I lost my
legs, in a bar fight? 'm pretty sure
I was in combat when that hap-
pened,” snapped Sen. Tammy
Duckworth, D-I11., in an CNN in-
terview last Wednesday after

Trump’s selection was an-
nounced. Duckworth, who flew
missions in Iraq and lost both legs
when her helicopter was hit, add-
ed, “It just shows how out of touch
he is with the nature of modern
warfare if he thinks that we can
keep women behind that sort of
imaginary line.”

Sen. Lindsay Graham, R-S.C,,
praised Hegseth and said the real-
ity is that certain military jobs
“just need brute strength.” But he
added, “women have served in-
credibly well, honorably in com-
bat roles, and I don’t think that
policy is going to change, but we’ll
leave it up to him.”

Steven Cheung, a spokesman
for the Trump transition, said
Hegseth has dedicated his life to
supporting American troops and
his country, and cited his service
in Iraq and Afghanistan and two
Bronze Stars.

“He is an incredibly tough and
smart candidate that will fight to
put America first. With Pete as
our secretary of defense, Ameri-
ca’s enemies are on notice and our
military will be great again,”
Cheung said.

Others, including a number of

military women, disagree with
Hegseth'’s views on female troops
in combat.

“Pete Hegseth’s views on wom-
en in the military are outdated,
prejudiced, and ignore over 20
years of evidence proving wom-
en’s effectiveness in combat
roles,” said Erin Kirk, a Marine
Corps combat veteran. She said
women have served honorably
and effectively as pilots, logistics
personnel, intelligence operatives
and infantry grunts.

“Hegseth’s stances aren’t just
regressive, they pose a direct
threat to the Department of De-
fense’s readiness, and by exten-
sion, to our national security,”
Kirk said.

Hegseth has said he is not sug-
gesting women should not be
combat pilots, but that they
should not be in jobs such as
SEALs, Army Rangers, infantry,
armor and artillery where
“strength is a differentiator.” He
insists the military lowered stan-
dards to get more women into
combat roles. The services have
said they did not decrease the
standards for any of the combat
jobs.
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USS Bush returns
to fleet on time
after maintenance

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

East Coast aircraft carrier
USS George H.W. Bush has re-
joined the Navy fleet on time fol-
lowing a 10-month stint in a
shipyard for scheduled mainte-
nance.

The Bush left Norfolk Naval
Shipyard in Portsmouth, Va., on
Saturday, sailing upriver to its
homeport of Naval Station Nor-
folk, Va. The Bush entered the
shipyard Jan. 11 for a post-de-
ployment maintenance cycle
following its 2022-23 deploy-
ment.

“On-time completion of our
[planned incremental availabil-
ity], and subsequent sea trials,
is a product of both the Aven-
ger’s rock-solid teamwork with
Norfolk Naval Shipyard and the
tireless dedication of our sail-
ors,” said Capt. Robert Bibeau,
commanding officer of the
Bush. “Through full ownership
of the work package, complete
integrity every step of the way
with our successes and chal-
lenges, and forward-leaning
deck plate leadership on both
the ship and at the shipyard, we
were able to get the ship back in
action and return lethality to the
fleet.”

The Bush’s on-time delivery
comes as the sea service strives
to overcome a history of mainte-
nance delays, which can have a
domino effect on shipyards’
tight schedules.

From 2015 to 2019, 38 out of 51
— or 75% — of planned mainte-
nance periods at the Navy’s four
public shipyards were complet-
ed late for carriers, according to
a 2020 report released by

watchdog Government Accoun-
tability Office.

The GAO made three recom-
mendations to the Navy, includ-
ing updating workforce plan-
ning requirements to avoid the
consistent use of overtime; com-
pleting the development of ship-
yard performance metrics; and
developing and implementing
goals, action plans and mile-
stones, and monitoring results.

The last two aircraft carriers
to enter the Virginia-based Na-
vy shipyard — including the
Bush — have rejoined the fleet
on time. The USS Harry Tru-
man departed the shipyard on
time Dec. 17,2023, less than one
month before the Bush’s arriv-
al. But the USS Dwight D. Ei-
senhower was delivered two
months late in 2022, extending a
13-month maintenance period
to 15 months.

The Bush had extensive ad-
vance work done pier-side at
Naval Station Norfolk before the
ship entered the shipyard. This
style of maintenance, dubbed
the “window of opportunity”
maintenance period, was a
modification to the traditional
flow of the schedule.

Modeled after “Tiger
Teams,” where mechanics trav-
el overseas to accomplish work
on ships to prevent a pause in
fleet operations, it was success-
ful at keeping the Bush’s main-
tenance cycle on track, the ship-
yard said.

“We were successful through
our Tiger Team mentality that
was established while working
at Naval Station Norfolk,” Ken-
ny Minnard, Nuclear Assistant
Project Superintendent said.

Navy base in Japan issues
lookout alert for macaque

By SETH RoBSoN
Stars and Stripes

Sailors and civilians at a na-
val base near the Japanese cap-
ital have been told to keep their
distance from a wild monkey
spotted prowling nearby.

A “Monkey Warning” posted
Monday by Naval Air Facility
Atsugi, in Kanagawa prefec-
ture, noted reports from nearby
Ayase city of a primate roaming
off base.

“The city is asking residents
to not approach the monkey and
to avoid unnecessary outdoor
outings,” said a post on NAF At-
sugi’s official Facebook page.
“If you see a wild monkey, keep
your distance, go indoors and
please call NAF Atsugi Secur-
ity.”

Base spokesman Greg Mitch-
ell did not immediately respond
to phone and email queries

about the monkey Tuesday.

Monkey alerts have been is-
sued for other U.S. military
communities in and near Tokyo
in recent years.

Camp Zama, headquarters of
U.S. Army Japan, also in Kana-
gawa prefecture, warned resi-
dents on post and at a nearby
housing area to be on the loo-
kout for wild monkeys patroll-
ing their neighborhoods in Sep-
tember 2021.

The following month, a Japa-
nese macaque gained dual sta-
tus as a celebrity and a fugitive
at Yokota Air Base, home of
U.S. Forces Japan in western
Tokyo.

Spotted atop the roof of the
base dental clinic, the monkey
was soon a star of social media
as base residents posted photos
and videos of their macaque
sightings.

Marine sergeant accidentally
starts fire in Okinawa hotel

By BriaN McELHINEY
AND KEeisur Kosa
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
Police on Okinawa arrested a
Marine last week on suspicion
of setting a hotel room on fire in
an attempt gone wrong to create
a romantic evening.

A sergeant assigned to Camp
Schwab was taken into custody
at the Naha police station at 1:41
p-m. Friday after he “complete-
ly burned” the room the previ-
ous day, a spokesman for Okina-
wa Prefectural Police said
Tuesday.

The Marine lit about 20 can-
dles in the room, then left to pick
up his girlfriend at Naha Air-
port, according to police. The
room caught fire between 10
and 10:30 p.m., the spokesman
said.

The Marine told police he “lit

the candles to prepare a sur-
prise for his partner” and apolo-
gized for “putting the people of
the hotel and surrounding area
at risk,” the spokesman said.

The Marine Corps is “aware
that a U.S. Marine Sergeant as-
signed to Camp Schwab is
charged with setting a fire in a
hotel room,” Maj. Clayton
Groover, spokesman for the 3rd
Marine Division, wrote in an
email said Tuesday. He de-
clined to identify the Marine.

“We are cooperating with the
investigation and will refrain
from releasing more details
about this incident in order to
maintain the integrity of the in-
vestigation process,” he wrote
said.

The fire occurred at the Pros-
tyle Ryokan Naha Kenchomae
hotel in Naha’s Kume district, a
hotel employee confirmed.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Trump defender Duffy picked to lead DOT

Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. —
President-elect Donald Trump
said Monday he isnaming former
Wisconsin Rep. Sean Duffy as his
nominee for transportation sec-
retary, as he continues to roll out
picks for his Cabinet.

Duffy is a former reality TV
starwhowas one of Trump’s most
visible defenders on cable news
—aprime concern for the media-
focused president-elect. Duffy
served in the House for nearly
nine years, was a member of the
Financial Services Committee
and chairman of the subcommit-
tee on insurance and housing. He
left Congress in 2019, and is co-
host of “The Bottom Line” on Fox
Business.

In his announcement, Trump
noted that Duffy is married to a
Fox News host, calling him “the
husband of a wonderful woman,
Rachel Campos-Duffy, a STAR

on Fox News.”

A spokesperson for Fox News
Media wished Duffy “the best of
luck in his return to Washington”
and said he left the company
Monday.

Duffy is so far the second Fox-
affiliated television host that
Trump has named to his Cabinet.
Trump last week announced his
choice of Fox News host Pete
Hegseth to serve as his defense
secretary.

Trump said Duffy would use
his experience and relationships
built over the years in Congress
“to maintain and rebuild our Na-
tion’s Infrastructure, and fulfill
our Mission of ushering in The
Golden Age of Travel, focusing
on Safety, Efficiency, and Inno-
vation. Importantly, he will
greatly elevate the Travel Expe-
rience for all Americans!”

Duffy in 2022 ruled out a run
for Wisconsin governor despite

pleas from Trump to make a bid,
saying he needed to care for his
nine children, including his youn-
gest child who had a heart condi-
tion.

Heis a former lumberjack ath-
lete and frequent Fox News con-
tributor. He was featured on
MTV’s “The Real World: Boston”
in1997. He met his wife on the set
of MTV’s “Road Rules: All Stars”
in 1998. Duffy, after his time on
reality television, worked as a
special prosecutor and Ashland
County district attorney. He won
election to Congress as part of a
tea party wave in 2010.

When he first ran for office,
Duffy was largely considered an
underdog but attracted national
attention for his campaign ads, in
which he donned a red flannel
shirt and chopped trees. He told
voters he came from a “long line
of lumberjacks” and would bring
his ax to Washington.

He resigned in 2019.

The Transportation Depart-
ment oversees the nation’s com-
plex transportation system, in-
cluding pipelines, railroads, cars,
trucks, the airlines and mass
transit systems as well as federal
funding for highways.

The department includes the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, which regulates
automakers. The department
sets fuel economy standards for
cars and trucks and regulates the
airline industry through the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration.

Nicholas Calio, president and
CEO of Airlines for America, said
the association was “thrilled” by
the choice of Duffy.

“Congressman Duffy has a
proven track record for getting
things done, and we are eager to
collaborate with him on key is-
suesimpactingthe U.S. airlinein-
dustry,” Calio said.

Experts: Trump term may
bring an Indo-Pacific shift

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO—President-elect Do-
nald Trump will probably prize
deals with individual Indo-Pacif-
ic countries over multinational
partnerships, a strategy likely to
allow China to drive a wedge be-
tween the U.S. and its allies, two
strategy advisers said this week.

Trump may depart significant-
ly from President Joe Biden’s
agenda for curtailing Beijing’s in-
fluence, although both see China
as the primary U.S. competitor,
Christopher Johnstone, amanag-
ing principal at The Asia Group, a
strategic advisory firm, said
Monday at the Foreign Corre-
spondents’ Club of Japan.

The Biden administration pur-
sued cooperation among its allies
and partners, for example, by in-
creasing cooperation and ties be-
tween the U.S., Japan and South
Korea. Trump is more likely to
pursue individual agreements

and pressure allies into spending
more on defense.

“He brings a deep skepticism
about allies and has tended to
view them as free riders who
have often taken advantage of the
United States,” Johnstone told re-
porters.

Japan this year announced a
plan to increase defense spend-
ing to 2% of gross domestic prod-
uct, but Johnstone expects
Trump to press for at least 3%.

Abraham Denmark, a senior
adviser for the Asia Group, said
Taiwan presents the greatest po-
tential for conflict. Chinese Presi-
dentXiJinpinghasset2027 asthe
year Beijing should “ready to
take Taiwan by force,” Denmark
said.

“It doesn’t mean that they will
try to do that,” he said. “But it
does, I think, signify that the po-
tential for conflict in East Asia, if
not high, is a very real possibility
that we cannot ignore.”

Ga. court cancels arguments
on Trump appeal on Willis

The Washington Post

ATLANTA — The Georgia
Court of Appeals on Monday
abruptly canceled oral argu-
ments on Donald Trump’s appeal
of a state court ruling allowing
Fulton County District Attorney
Fani Willis to continue prosecut-
ing the 2020 election interference
case against the president-elect
and several of his allies.

In a brief notice filed late Mon-
day afternoon, the appellate court
said the arguments, originally
scheduled to take place Dec. S,
are “hereby canceled until fur-
ther order of this Court.”

The abrupt notice comes amid
lingering questions about the fu-
ture of the Georgia case against
Trump as he prepares toreturn to
the White House after his election
victory this month.

While other prosecutions of the
president-elect appear to be
winding down, Willis has strongly
implied in the past that she will
continue to pursue her office’s

caseagainst Trump unlessacourt
blocks her. A spokesman for Wil-
lis declined to comment Monday
on the appellate court notice.

Trump and several co-defen-
dants have sought to overturn a
March ruling allowing Willis to
remain on the case after she was
accused of having an inappro-
priate relationship with an out-
side attorney she hired tolead the
election interference case.

In a March 1S order, Fulton
County Superior Court Judge
Scott McAfee said Trump and the
others had “failed to meet their
burden” of proving that Willis’ ro-
mantic relationship with special
prosecutor Nathan Wade and al-
legations that she was financially
enriched by trips the two took to-
gether were enough of a “conflict
of interest” to disqualify her from
the case. But McAfee did find a
“significant appearance of im-
propriety” and ruled that either
Willis and her office or Wade had
toleave the case. Wade resigned.
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US envoy: Truce ‘within our
grasp’ in Lebanon, not Gaza

Associated Press

BEIRUT — A United States
envoy said an agreement to end
the Israel-Hezbollah war is
“within our grasp” after talks in
Lebanon on Tuesday. There
was no such optimism in the Ga-
za Strip, where the looting of
nearly 100 aid trucks by armed
men worsened an already se-
vere food crisis.

Amos Hochstein, the Biden
administration’s pointman on
Israel and Lebanon, arrived as
Hezbollah’s allies in the Leba-
nese government said it had re-
sponded positively to the pro-
posal, which would entail both
the militants and Israeli ground
forces withdrawing from a U.N.
buffer zone in southern Leba-
non.

The buffer zone would be po-
liced by thousands of additional
U.N. peacekeepers and Leba-
nese troops. Israel has called for
a stronger enforcement mecha-
nism, potentially including the
ability to operate against any
Hezbollah threats, something
Lebanon is likely to oppose.

Hochstein said he held “very
constructive talks” with Leba-
non’s Parliament Speaker Na-
bih Berri, an ally of Hezbollah
who is mediating on the group’s
behalf.

“Specifically today, we have
continued to significantly nar-
row the gaps,” he told reporters
after the two-hour meeting. “It’s
ultimately the decisions of the
parties to reach a conclusion to
this conflict. ... It is now within
our grasp.”

In Gaza, meanwhile, the theft
of nearly 100 trucks loaded with
food and other humanitarian
aid over the weekend sent pric-
es soaring and caused shortages
in central Gaza, where most of
the population of 2.3 million
people have fled and where
hundreds of thousands are
crammed into squalid tent
camps.

Experts say famine may al-
ready have set in in the north,
where Israel has been waging a
weekslong offensive that has
killed hundreds of people and
driven tens of thousands from

their homes.

On Monday, a crowd of peo-
ple waited outside a shuttered
bakery in the central city of Deir
al-Balah. A woman who had
been displaced from Gaza City,
identifying herself as Umm
Shadi, said the price of flour had
climbed to 400 shekels (over
$100) a bag, if it can even be
found.

The United Nations said
armed men stole food and other
aid from 98 trucks over the
weekend, the largest single inci-
dent of its kind since the start of
the war. It did not say who was
behind the theft.

U.N. spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said the convoy of 109
trucks was instructed by the Is-
raeli military to take an “alter-
native, unfamiliar route” after
the aid was brought through the
Kerem Shalom crossing, and
that the trucks were robbed
near the crossing itself.

Israel has long accused crimi-
nal gangs and Hamas of stealing
aid, allegations denied by the
militant group.

NYC issues rare drought warning

Associated Press

NEW YORK — New York
City on Monday issued its first
drought warning in 22 years af-
ter months of little rain — and
will restart the flow of drinking
water from an out-of-service
aqueduct as supplies run low.

Dry conditions across the
Northeast have been blamed for
hundreds of brush fires. They
had already prompted New
York City and state officials to
implement water-conservation
protocols when Mayor Eric
Adams upgraded the drought
warning and temporarily halted
a $2 billion aqueduct repair pro-
ject that had stopped drinking

water from flowing from some
reservoirs in the Catskill region.
Last week, a park on the
northern tip of Manhattan
caught fire, sending smoke bil-
lowing across the city — less
than a week after a brush fire in
Brooklyn’s Prospect Park.
“New Yorkers should not un-
derestimate the dry weather
and what it means,” Adams said
at anews conference, noting the
recent fires. “The fire risk is
high and the fire risk is real.”
The city may elevate the
warning to an emergency if dry
conditions persist.
A drought emergency in-
volves requiring residents and

city agencies to cut down on wa-
ter usage. Upgrading from a
watch to a warning requires a
range of conservation protocols,
Adams said.

Water-saving measures
planned for the coming weeks
will include washing buses and
subway cars less frequently and
limiting water use for fountains
and golf courses, the mayor
said.

At the same time on Monday,
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul
issued a statewide drought
watch and elevated 15 counties
to drought warning status, ask-
ing residents to conserve water
whenever possible.

Jeflries wins
reelection as
Democrats’

House leader

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Hakeem
Jeffries won reelection Tuesday
as the Democratic House lead-
er, receiving support from his
colleagues despite the party’s
inability to win back majority
control of the chamber in the
November election.

Jeffries, of New York, was
chosen during an internal party
vote of the House Democrats at
the Capitol.

Jeffries remains the highest
ranking Black elected official in
Congress, and the first to hold
the job of party leader.

He fell short of being in place
to win the gavel after Republi-
cans swept to power alongside
President-elect Donald Trump,
winning control of the White
House, the Senate and the
House.

The gavel is expected to go to
Speaker Mike Johnson as Repu-
blicans continue to hold the ma-
jority in the new year.

Jeffries and the House Demo-
cratic leadership works as a
team — a trio of younger gener-
ation leaders that took over
when Speaker Emerita Nancy
Pelosi stepped aside from lead-
ership two years ago. Demo-
cratic Whip Katherine Clark of
Massachusetts and Democratic
Caucus Chairman Pete Aguilar
of California also won their re-
elections on Tuesday.

House Democrats picked up
a few seats in hard-fought re-
gions, including Jeffries’ home
state of New York and in Cali-
fornia. But they also lost seats
elsewhere and failed to topple
many GOP incumbents, and
overall there was little change
in the House.

Republicans under Johnson
are left holding the majority by
a slim margin — and their num-
bers diminishing as Trump has
tapped three GOP lawmakers to
serve in his administration.
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4 monkeys are still on the
loose from compound

S YEMASSEE — Four
monkeys were still
on the loose after 43 escaped
this month from a South Caroli-
na compound that breeds the
primates for medical research,
according to authorities.

Two more rhesus macaques
were trapped Monday outside
the Alpha Genesis facility in Ye-
massee, bringing the total of re-
covered monkeys to 39, Alpha
Genesis CEO Greg Wester-
gaard said in a statement re-
layed by Yemassee Police in a
social media post.

The monkeys caught Monday
were in good health, and the oth-
ers continue to thrive, Wester-
gaard said.

Forty-three monkeys made a
break for it Nov. 6 after an em-
ployee did not fully lock their
enclosure, police said.

3 hurt when small plane
crashes near racing event

c POMONA — Three

people were hurt
aboard a single-engine plane
that crashed Sunday near a
Southern California dragstrip
where fans were gathered for
the finals of a racing event, au-
thorities said.

At least two parked vehicles
on the ground were struck when
the Piper PA-32 crashed near
the dragstrip in Pomona, about
30 miles east of downtown Los
Angeles, the Federal Aviation
Administration said. Nobody on
the ground was hurt.

The crash happened while
the plane was apparently at-
tempting to land at nearby
Brackett Field Airport, accord-
ing to a statement posted by the
National Hot Rod Association.

Union workers picket at
casino with F1 event near

LAS VEGAS — Pick-

eting continued out-
side a hotel-casino near the Las
Vegas Strip that remained open
with no talks scheduled be-
tween management and union
members striking for a new
contract.

Workers are seeking a pay
raise and benefits comparable
to pacts reached last year at oth-
er resorts.

The walkout by the Culinary
Workers Union laborers at Vir-
gin Hotels Las Vegas comes a
week before the second annual
Las Vegas Grand Prix is due to
draw hundreds of thousands of
fans for Formula 1 racing on the
Strip and nearby streets. It’s the
first open-ended strike since
2002 for the largest labor union
in Nevada, which has about
60,000 members.

No new negotiations were
scheduled, said union spokes-
person Bethany Khan and Terri
Maruca, media representative
for Virgin Hotels, owner of the
1,500-room property.

A wayward sea turtle has
been released into ocean

GALVESTON — An
endangered sea
turtle that was found about a
year ago some 5,000 miles from
its native waters has been re-
leased into the Gulf of Mexico,
according to the Houston Zoo.
The Kemp’s ridley sea turtle,
named Boeier after the boat that
rescued it, was found off the
coast of the Netherlands after
becoming entangled in the net
of the commerecial fishing boat.
The zoo said the turtle appar-
ently was carried away by cur-
rents until it was found and the

U.S. National Fish and Wildlife
Service secured the turtle’s re-
turn. The turtle was taken to the
Rotterdam Zoo where it was
nursed back to health and even-
tually was flown to Houston,
where it arrived last month, the
700 said.

Chicago crowns lookalike
winner for ‘The Bear’ star

I CHICAGO — More

than SO0 contestants
turned out Saturday in a Chica-
go park to compete in a looka-
like contest vying to portray ac-
tor Jeremy Allen White, star of
the Chicago-based television se-
ries “The Bear.”

Beyond the renown of being
named White’s unofficial body
double, the winner walked away
with $50 and a pack of cigarettes
in recognition of the puff-prone
character White plays in the se-
ries — Carmen “Carmy” Ber-
zatto—ayoung, award-winning
chef from the world of fine din-
ing who returns to the Windy
City to run his family’s dive
sandwich shop.

As hundreds looked on and
cheered, the prize went to 37-
year-old mental health ther-
apist Ben Shabad, the Chicago
Sun-Times reported.

32 US students selected
as 2025 Rhodes scholars

v McLEAN — A group
of 32 students from
the United States have been se-
lected to attend the University
of Oxford as part of the presti-
gious Rhodes scholar program
in the coming year among an in-
ternational class representing
more than 70 nations, scholar-
ship officials announced.
The program provides schol-
arships covering all expenses at
England’s storied university.

The U.S. students include a Co-
lumbia University graduate
who founded a group working to
keep Brazilian youth in school; a
Brown University student born
in Mexico who has interviewed
asylum seekers, and a Stanford
University student and amateur
boxer whose senior honor thesis
focused on political violence in
sub-Saharan Africa.

Nearly 3,000 U.S. students ap-
plied to pursue graduate de-
grees beginning in October
2025, the Office of the American
Secretary of the Rhodes Trust
in McLean, Va., said in a state-
ment.

The 32 recipients include stu-
dents from 19 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia attending 20
U.S. colleges and universities.

Education program now
covers military families

wv CHARLESTON —

A program that in-
centivizes West Virginia fam-
ilies to pull their children out of
K-12 public schools by offering
them government-funded
scholarships to pay for private
school or homeschooling is ex-
panding to cover military fam-
ilies that temporarily relocate.

The Hope Scholarship Board
voted to approve a policy to al-
low children of military service
members who are required to
temporarily relocate to another
state remain Hope Scholarship
eligible when they return to
West Virginia, said State Trea-
surer Riley Moore, the board’s
chairman.

“A temporary relocation pur-
suant to military orders should
not jeopardize a child’s ability to
participate in the Hope Scholar-
ship Program,” Moore said in a
statement.

— From wire reports
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Texans hand Cowboys 5th straight loss

Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — De-
rek Barnett forced the first fum-
ble and returned the second for
a touchdown on the definitive
defensive play of the game for
the Houston Texans.

Joe Mixon did his thing, and
C.J. Stroud didn’t have to do
much to extend the Dallas Cow-
boys’ misery.

Mixon ran for three touch-
downs to extend his TD streak
to six games since coming back
from an ankle injury, Barnett
returned a fumble 28 yards for a
score, and the Texans beat the
Cowboys 34-10 on Monday
night.

Houston (7-4) stopped just
the second two-game losing
streak in Stroud’s two seasons
while maintaining a two-game
lead in the AFC South.

The Texans pulled away in
the second half a week after a
26-23 last-play loss to Detroit at
home when Houston let a 23-7

halftime lead get away and lost
despite intercepting Jared Goff
five times.

“It’s not as bad as it ever
seems, and it’s never as good as
it ever seems,” Stroud said.
“Those type of games, you have
to come out with a win, especial-
ly going up like that the half. But
what are we going to do about
it?”

In a season filled with things
gone wrong for Dallas (3-7), de-
bris fell from its stadium’s re-
tractable roof a few hours be-
fore the game. There was no de-
lay and no injuries were report-
ed, just another mishap to
foreshadow a fifth consecutive
defeat for a team that lost five
games total in each of the past
three playoff seasons.

Cooper Rush threw a 64-yard
touchdown pass to KaVontae
Turpin, but lost his second start
since Dak Prescott’s season-
ending hamstring injury.

The Cowboys’ losing streak is

their longest since a seven-
game skid in 2015, and Dallas
dropped to 0-S at home. The
Cowboys are the first team in
NFL history to trail by at least 20
points in six consecutive home
games, including last season’s
wild-card playoff loss to Green
Bay, according to Sportradar.

“Well, they better be frustrat-
ed,” coach Mike McCarthy said.
“I mean, we’re all frustrated. I
think there’d be something
wrong if they weren’t frustrat-
ed. So just very honest with ev-
erything and stay in tune with
what’s right in front of us. And
that’s the only way I've ever
done it.”

Dallas was down down 10
early in the fourth quarter when
Barnett knocked the ball out of
Rush’s hand as he was throw-
ing. Cowboys rookie left tackle
Tyler Guyton caught it and was
trying to run when Jalen Pitre
knocked the ball loose again.

Barnett scooped it and

scored, although he almost
stepped out of bounds running
free toward a pylon.

“The play he made really
changed for game for us,” Tex-
ans coach DeMeco Ryans said.
“It flipped the momentum. It
got everybody juiced up on the
sideline. It was just a huge
play.”

Earlier, Dallas appeared to
have pulled within a touchdown
on a 64-yard field goal from
Brandon Aubrey, but Barnett
was penalized for slapping Te-
rence Steele on the rush.

The Cowboys erased the
points by taking the penalty, but
Rush’s fourth-down pass from
the Houston 8 was incomplete
on the only good scoring chance
of the second half for Dallas.

“The defense played with
elite energy,” Ryans said. “One
big play that we gave up. Like to
have that one back, but overall I
think our guys played really
well.”

Makar lifts Avs over Flyers; referee stretchered off ice

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Cale
Makar scored two goals, Casey
Mittelstadt scored one and Jus-
tus Annunen had 24 savestolead
the Colorado Avalanche to a 3-2
win over the Philadelphia
Flyers on Monday night in a
game where a referee was
stretchered off the ice.

Makar is off to a sensational
scoring start for a defenseman.
He beat Aleksei Kolosov for his
seventh and eighth goals of the
season and now has 27 points in
19 games.

Leading 2-0 in the third, Mit-
telstadt scored his seventh goal
of the season.

Owen Tippett and Tyson
Foerster scored for the Flyersin
the third to bring it to 3-2.

Mitch Dunning was fully com-
municative, and could move his
extremities, the NHL said, fol-
lowing the referee’s violent col-
lision with Colorado defense-

man Josh Manson.

The game was delayed for
several minutes while trainers
and medical stafftended to Dun-
ning. Play resumed with one ref-
eree and two linespersons.

Dunning is a former profes-
sional hockey defenseman who
played parts of three seasons in
the OHL. Helater shifted into of-
ficiating and was promoted to
full-time NHL status in 2022.

Capitals 6, Utah 2: Alex
Ovechkin scored twice before
leaving with an apparent leg in-
jury as visiting Washington de-
feated Utah.

Ovechkin scored on Connor
Ingram, making Ingram the
178th goaltender he’s scored on
in his 20-year NHL career and
tying aleague record held by Ja-
romir Jagr.

Charlie Lindgren had 24
saves for the Capitals. Dylan
Strome and Brandon Duhaime
each tallied a goal and an assist.

Jack McBain and Nick Bjug-
stad scored for Utah. Karel Vej-
melka replaced Ingram in the
net during the second period.
They combined for 18 saves.

Blue Jackets 5, Bruins 1:
Mathieu Olivier scored short-
handed in a three-goal first peri-
od for Columbus thatended with
Boston fans booing the home
team off the ice.

Justin Danforth also scored a
short-handed goal, making it 4-1
midway through the third peri-
od. Yegor Chinakhov made it 5-1
with about six minutes left,
bringing out more boos and
sending most of the remaining
fans to the exits.

Canadiens 3, Oilers 0: Sam
Montembeault stopped 30 shots
as Montreal blanked visiting
Edmonton.

Montembeault earned his
second shutout of the season af-
ter a 48-save showing against
Toronto in the season opener.

The Oilers lost their second in
a row after falling 4-3 in over-
time to the Maple Leafs on Sat-
urday.

Ducks 4, Stars 2: Brett Lea-
son had a goal and two assists for
a career-high three points, Lu-
kas Dostal stopped 34 shots and
Anaheim won at Dallas.

Olen Zellweger, Cutter
Gauthier and Jackson LaCombe
also scored for the Ducks, who
saw a 3-0 lead in the third period
shrink to one goal before getting
consecutive wins for the first
time this season.

Sharks 5, Red Wings 4 (OT):
Rookie sensation Macklin Ce-
lebrini scored 46 seconds into
overtime as host San Jose beat
slumping Detroit.

William Ecklund had two
goals,and Luke Kunin and Tyler
Toffoli also scored for the
Sharks, who have won two
straight and are 3-1-2 in their
past six games.
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Pitchers Skenes, Gil named top MLB rookies

Associated Press

Paul Skenes of the Pittsburgh
Pirates was the heralded fire-
baller who equaled the hype, to
the point he started the All-Star
Gamejusttwomonths aftermak-
ing his big league debut.

Luis Gil was an afterthought
for the New York Yankees, earn-
ing a spot in their rotation only
when ace Gerrit Cole got hurt in
spring training.

Skenes capped a remarkable
season Monday by winning Na-
tional League Rookie of the Year
by awide margin over San Diego
center fielder Jackson Merrill
and Milwaukee outfielder Jack-
son Chourio. Gil edged Balti-
more outfielder Colton Cowser
to take the AL honor, with Yan-
kees catcher Austin Wells finish-
ing third.

It’s the first time the rookie
awards went to two pitchers
since 2011, when Tampa Bay
starter Jeremy Hellickson and
Atlanta closer Craig Kimbrel
won.

“l was super pleased with
what happened this year in
terms of going out there and
competing, but there’s more

work to be done for sure,” said
Skenes, who planned to cele-
brate with his girlfriend, LSU
gymnast and influencer Livvy
Dunne.

The Pirates and their fans
were excited from the moment
the team selected Skenes with
the top pick in the 2023 amateur
draft. He didn’t make his major
league debut until May 11 this
year but the right-hander was
such an immediate sensation
that he was selected to start the
All-Star Game for the NL on July
16.

The 22-year-old Skenes fin-
ished 11-3 with a 1.96 ERA in 23
starts. He struck out 170 and
walked 32 in 133 innings.

He said he’slooking forward to
pitching a full season next year.

“I think it starts now. The post-
season is flying by and I can’t
wait for spring training to start
already,” Skenes said. “I think
the biggest thing is going to be
proving it over a full season next
year also. If nothing else, it’s go-
ing to be a challenge and an op-
portunity to prove it again next
year.”

Skenes received 23 first-place

votes and finished with 136
points in balloting by the Base-
ball Writers’ Association of
America, while Merrill had sev-
en firsts and 104 points. They
were listed on all entries. Chou-
rio garnered 26 points.

Skenes is also a finalist for the
NL Cy Young Award.

“On top of having a dominant
first season, he handled the spot-
light that came with it extraordi-
narily well,” Pittsburgh general
manager Ben Cherington said.
“He is constantly searching for
ways to continue to get better,
learns very fast, and wants noth-
ing more than to win. He is a big
part of the future of the Pirates,
and we’re excited for what’s to
come from him and our team.”

Skenes became the second
Pittsburgh player to win the
award after Jason Bay in 2004.

Because he finished among
the top two in voting, Skenes will
be credited with a full year of ma-
jor league service instead of 142
days, under the collective bar-
gaining agreement. If he isn’t
sent back to the minor leagues,
hewouldbecomeeligible forfree
agency after the 2029 season.

Gil received 1S first-place
votes and 106 points. Cowser got
13 firsts and 101 points, while
Wells received 17 points.

The only closer election since
1980 was when Royals shortstop
Angel Berroa beat Yankees out-
fielder Hideki Matsui 88-84 in
2003.

Gil went 15-7 with a 3.50 ERA
in29 startsforthe ALchampions.
The right-hander had 171 strike-
outs in 151% innings.

“It means so much to me. 'm
so happy about being able to win
this award,” Gil said through an
interpreter. “Everybody in my
corner, they’re so happy for me
and so proud. I'm also proud of
the opportunity that was given to
me by the team. It turned out to
be a good season for me, a great
experience.”

New York manager Aaron
Boone said Gil “worked so hard
toput himselfin a strong position
heading into spring training af-
ter coming back from Tommy
John surgery. Without a guaran-
tee of a major league spot, he ab-
solutely kicked in the door this
spring and went on to have a phe-
nomenal rookie season.”

Suzuki, Sabathia among 14 newcomers on HOF ballot

Associated Press

COOPERSTOWN, N.Y. — Outfielder
Ichiro Suzuki and pitcher CC Sabathia are
among 14 new candidates on the Hall of
Fame ballot released Monday, joining 14
holdovers, led by reliever Billy Wagner.

Pitcher Félix Hernandez, outfielder Car-
los Gonzalez and infielders Dustin Pedroia
and Hanley Ramirez are also among the new-
comers with reliever Fernando Rodney, sec-
ond baseman Ian Kinsler, second baseman/
outfielder Ben Zobrist, shortstop Troy Tulo-
witzki, catchers Russell Martin and Brian
McCann, and outfielders Curtis Granderson
and Adam Jones.

Wagner received 284 votes and 73.8% in
the 2024 balloting, five votes shy of the 75%
needed when third baseman Adrian Beltré,
catcher/first baseman Joe Mauer and first
baseman Todd Helton were elected. Wagn-
er will be on the ballot for the 10th and final
time.

Other holdovers include steroids-tainted
stars Alex Rodriguez (134 votes, 34.8%) and
Manny Ramirez (125, 32.5%) along with An-
druw Jones (237, 61.6%), Carlos Beltran
(220,57.1%), Chase Utley (111, 28.8%), Omar
Vizquel (68, 17.7%), Jimmy Rollins (57,
14.8%), Bobby Abreu (57,14.8%), Andy Pet-
titte (52, 13.5%), Mark Buehrle (32, 8.3%),
Francisco Rodriguez (30, 7.8%), Torii Hun-
ter (28, 7.3%) and David Wright (24, 6.2%).

Gary Sheffield was dropped after receiv-
ing 246 votes and 63.9% in his 10th and final
year on the ballot. He will be eligible for con-
sideration when the ballot is selected for the
committee that considers contemporary era
players in December 2025.

The results will be announced Jan. 23.
Anyone elected will be inducted July 27
along with anyone chosen Dec. 8 by the hall’s
classic baseball committee considering
eight players and managers whose greatest
contributions to the sport were before 1980.

Suzukiin 2001 joined Fred Lynnin1975 as
the only playersto win AL Rookie of the Year
and AL MVP in the same season. Suzuki was
atwo-time AL batting champion and 10-time
Gold Glove winner, hitting .311 with 117
homers, 780 RBIs and S09 stolen bases with
Seattle (2001-12, 2018-19), the New York
Yankees (2012-14) and Miami (2015-17). He
had a record 262 hits in 2004.

Sabathia was a six-time All-Star, won the
2007 AL Cy Young Award and a World Se-
ries title in 2009. He was 251-161 with a 3.74
ERA and 3,093 strikeouts, third among left-
handers behind Randy Johnson and Steve
Carlton, during 19 seasons with Cleveland
(2001-08), Milwaukee (2008) and the Yan-
kees (2009-19).

Dick Allen, Dave Parker and Luis Tiant
are being considered by the the classic era
committee along with Tommy John, Steve
Garvey, Ken Boyer and former Negro
Leaguers John Donaldson and Vic Harris.
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Lillard hits winner for Bucks in return

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Damian
Lillard has dealt with all kinds of
injuries through his 13 seasons
in the NBA, but he’d never had
to worry about recovering from
a concussion before.

His return from concussion
protocol put the Milwaukee
guard in a much more familiar
situation.

Lillard came back after mis-
sing three games and made a
game-winning layup with 3.9
seconds left in the Bucks’ 101-
100 victory over Houston that
snapped the Rockets’ five-game
winning streak Monday.

“That was actually my first
time in my life just getting a con-
cussion,” Lillard said after the
game. “I've played football. I
box all the time. I’ve been in
some situations where you
would expect I’d have had a con-
cussion before, but first time.

“Usually when something is
wrong with me, I feel I can will
myself through it and I'm all
right. This was probably one of
the first times in my life and def-
initely in my NBA career where
I was like, ‘Something is off.” It
was a little frustrating because I
didn’t have a choice but to go
through the process. Ijusthad to
acknowledge the way I was feel-
ing, and I knew I wasn’t all the
way right.”

Lillard had an up-and-down
performance in his return. He
compiled 18 points and 10 as-

sists, but missed all six of his 3-
point attempts and couldn’t con-
vert some contested layups he
normally hits.

The Bucks trailed 100-99
when Lillard had the ball in his
hands in the closing seconds. He
drove into the lane, split two de-
fenders and made the driving
layup that put Milwaukee ahead
for good.

“I think he’s one of the best to
ever do it — like finishing the
game,” Bucks star Giannis An-
tetokounmpo said.

Heat 106. 76ers 89: Jimmy
Butler scored a season-high 30
points in his return from a
sprained ankle, Tyler Herro
added 18 and host Miami erased
an early 19-point deficit to beat
Philadelphia.

Duncan Robinson scored 13
and Dru Smith added 10 for
Miami, which played its first
home game in two weeks. The
Heat — who were outscored
137-71 in third quarters in their
first four home games — out-
scored Philadelphia 35-16 in
that period.

Joel Embiid played for just
the third time this season. The
Olympic gold medalist from this
past summer scored 11 points in
31 minutes for the 76ers.

Bulls 122, Pistons 112: Zach
LaVine scored 16 of his 25 points
in the fourth quarter and visit-
ing Chicago pulled away for a
win against Detroit.

The game was tied at 95 with

8:46 left, but LaVine had nine
points in a 13-2 run that put the
Bulls up by 11 with 5:4S to go. He
hit six 3-pointers in the quarter
after a slow start.

Knicks 134, Wizards 106:
Jalen Brunson had 26 points and
11 assists, and host New York
rolled to a victory that extended
Washington’s losing streak to
nine games.

Karl-Anthony Towns added
24 points and 12 rebounds in just
25 minutes for the Knicks, who
were off and running right from
the start even while playing for
the second straight night. They
rang up 40 points in the first
quarter and put up 36 more in
the third, building the lead to
109-75 at the end of the period.

Raptors 130, Pacers 119:
RJ Barrett scored a season-high
39 points, Jakob Poeltl had 30
points and 15 rebounds for his
third straight double-double
and host Toronto snapped a sev-
en-game losing streak by beat-
ing Indiana.

Toronto came in with the
NBA'’s worst record at 2-12 and
won for the first time since beat-
ing Sacramento in overtime on
Nov. 2.

Barrett shot 13-for-21, going
4-for-8 from 3-point range and
making 9 of 12 at the free throw
line. He finished with nine re-
bounds.

Magic 109, Suns 99: Franz
Wagner scored 32 points, An-
thony Black added 20 and visit-

ing Orlando beat struggling
Phoenix.

Tyus Jones had 18 points for
Phoenix. Devin Booker — com-
ing off a season-high 44 points —
had17.

The Suns had three starters
out due to injury, including Ke-
vin Durant, Bradley Beal and
Jusuf Nurkic. It was Durant’s
sixth straight game out of the li-
neup. Phoenix is 1-S over that
stretch, including losing four
straight.

Hawks 109, Kings 108:
De’Andre Hunter scored 24
points and Dyson Daniels had
four blocks, including one in the
final seconds, as visiting Atlanta
beat short-handed Sacramento.

Daniels’ clutch defensive
play on Kings star De’Aaron
Fox finished off a late back-and-
forth affair. Trae Young had 19
assists for Atlanta. Clint Capela,
who had 14 points and 14 re-
bounds, scored the final three
points for the Hawks to put them
up 109-106 with under two min-
utes to play.

Clippers 102, Warriors 99:
Norman Powell scored 23 points
and Los Angeles held off Golden
State to win its fifth in a row at
home.

James Harden added 12
points and 16 assists for the Clip-
pers, who had lost their first four
games at their new arena. Ivica
Zubac had 17 rebounds.

Stephen Curry led the War-
riors with 26 points.

Ike, Nembhard lead Gonzaga to win over San Diego St.

Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Graham Ike
bounced back from early foul
trouble to score 20 of his 23
points in the second half, and
Ryan Nembhard added 19
points and 10 assists as No. 3
Gonzaga ran past San Diego
State 80-67 on Monday nightin a
showdown of future Pac-12 op-
ponents.

Sixth man Braden Nuff had 10
points for the Bulldogs (4-0),
who were playing away from

Spokane for the first time this
season. The Zags avenged an
84-74 loss to SDSU last year,
which snapped its 59-game non-
conference winning streak.

Nick Boyd scored 23 points
for the Aztecs (2-1), while BJ
Davis had 15 and Wayne
McKinney 11.

Gonzaga outscored SDSU 8-2
in the opening 1:32 of the second
half to push a nine-point half-
time lead to 48-33. Ike scored
the first five points, on a three-

point play and a layup. Michael
Ajai added a 3-pointer.

No. 4 Auburn 102, North Ala-
bama 69: Johni Broome had 30
points and 17 rebounds as the
Tigers beat the visiting Lions.

Denver Jones added 13 points
and a career-high nine assists
for Auburn (4-0).

No. 5 lowa State 87, IU Indi-
anapolis 52: Curtis Jones
scored 20 points and Tamin Lip-
sey added 17 to lead the Cy-
clones past the visiting Jaguars.

It was Jones’ second straight
20-point game off the bench.

No. 19 Wisconsin 87, UT Rio
Grande Valley 84: John Black-
well scored a career-high 30
points and John Tonje added 19
as the Badgers rallied to beat
the visiting Vaqueros.

No. 20 Arkansas 91, Pacific
72: Adou Thiero scored 23
points, and the Razorbacks
pulled away.

Thiero was 8-for-10 from the
field for Arkansas (3-1).
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