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Moscow warns US on Ukraine policy shift

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — The Krem-
lin warned Monday that Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s decision to let
Ukraine strike targets inside
Russia with U.S.-supplied long-
er-range missiles adds “fuel to
the fire” of the war and would
escalate international tensions
even higher.

Biden’s shift in policy added
an uncertain, new factor to the
conflict on the eve of the 1,000-
day milestone since Russia be-
gan its full-scale invasion in
2022.

It also came as a Russian bal-
listic missile with cluster muni-
tions struck a residential area of
Sumy in northern Ukraine, kill-
ing 11 people, including two
children, and injuring 84 others.
Another  missile  barrage
sparked apartment fires in the
southern port of Odesa, killing
at least 10 people and injuring
43, including a child, Ukraine’s
Interior Ministry said.

Washington is easing limits
on what Ukraine can strike with
its American-made Army Tacti-
cal Missile System, or

ATACMs, U.S. officials said
Sunday, after months of ruling
out such amove over fears of es-
calating the conflict and bring-
ing about a direct confrontation
between Russia and NATO.

The Kremlin was swift in its
condemnation.

“It is obvious that the outgo-
ing administration in Washing-
ton intends to take steps and
they have been talking about
this, to continue adding fuel to
the fire and provoking further
escalation of tensions around
this conflict,” spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov told reporters.

The scope of the new firing
guidelines isn’t clear. But the
change came after the U.S,
South Korea and NATO said re-
cently that North Korean troops
are in Russia and apparently are
being deployed to help Moscow
drive Ukrainian troops out of
Russia’s Kursk border region.

Biden’s decision was almost
entirely triggered by the entry
of North Korea into the fight, ac-
cording to a U.S. official who
spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty to discuss internal delibera-

tions, and was made just before
he left for Peru to attend the an-
nual Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit.

Russia also is slowly pushing
Ukraine’s outnumbered army
backward in the eastern Do-
netsk region. It has also con-
ducted a devastating aerial
campaign against civilian areas
in Ukraine.

Peskov referred journalists to
a statement made by President
Vladimir Putin in September in
which he said allowing Ukraine
to target Russia would signifi-
cantly raise the stakes.

It would change “the very na-
ture of the conflict dramatical-
ly,” Putin said at the time. “This
will mean that NATO countries
— the United States and Euro-
pean countries — are at war
with Russia.”

Peskov claimed that Western
countries supplying longer-
range weapons also provide tar-
geting services to Kyiv. “This
fundamentally changes the
modality of their involvement in
the conflict,” he said.

Putin warned in June that

Moscow could provide longer-
range weapons to others to
strike Western targets if NATO
allowed Ukraine to use its allies’
arms to attack Russian territo-
ry. He also reaffirmed Mos-
cow’s readiness to use nuclear
weapons if it sees a threat to its
sovereignty.

President-elect Donald
Trump, who takes office in
about two months, has raised
uncertainty about whether his
administration would continue
vital military support to Uk-
raine. He has also vowed to
quickly end the war.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy gave a muted re-
sponse to the approval that he
and his government have been
requesting of Biden for more
than a year.

“Today, much is being said in
the media about us receiving
permission for the relevant ac-
tions,” Zelenskyy said in his
nightly video address Sunday.

“But strikes are not made
with words. Such things are not
announced. The missiles will
speak for themselves,” he said.

US, Philippines sign pact on military intel, tech

Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines —
The United States and the Phi-
lippines signed an agreement
on Monday to secure the ex-
change of highly confidential
military intelligence and tech-
nology in key weapons the
U.S. would provide to Manila.

Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin and his Philippine
counterpart, Gilberto Teodoro,
signed the legally binding
General Security of Military
Information Agreement in Ma-
nila at a time when the long-

time treaty allies have boosted
their defense and military en-
gagements, including large-
scale joint combat drills, large-
ly in response to China’s in-
creasingly aggressive actions
in Asia.

The outgoing Biden admin-
istration has taken steps to
strengthen an arc of military
alliances across the Indo-Pa-
cific region to better counter
China, including in any future
confrontation over Taiwan or
in the disputed South China
Sea, which Beijing has

claimed almost in its entirety.

That has dovetailed with
Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr.s thrust to
strengthen his country’s exter-
nal defenses given an alarm-
ing escalation of territorial
confrontations between Chi-
nese and Filipino forces in the
South China Sea.

The Department of National
Defense in Manila said the
agreement aims to ensure the
security of classified military
information that would be ex-
changed between the U.S. and

the Philippines.

It will “allow the Philippines
access to higher capabilities
and big-ticket items from the
United States,” the Philippine
defense department said.

Two Philippine security offi-
cials have told The Associated
Press that such an agreement,
similar to ones Washington
has signed with other allied
countries, would allow the U.S.
to provide the Philippines with
higher-level intelligence and
more sophisticated weapons,
including missile systems.
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DOD report: No proof of extraterrestrials yet

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon has not found any verifiable
evidence of extraterrestrial be-
ings among nearly 300 cases of
“unidentified anomalous pheno-
mena,” more commonly known
as UFOs, analyzed this year, but
atleast21 casesneed furtheranal-
ysis, according to an annual re-
portreleased Thursday.

“There are interesting cases
that, with my physics and engi-
neering background and time in
the [intelligence community], I
do not understand. And I don’t
know anybody else who under-
stands either,” Jon Kosloski, di-
rector of the Defense Depart-
ment’s All-domain Anomaly Res-
olution Office, or AARO, said of
the 21 open cases.

The AARO was created in 2022
to investigate sightings of UFOs
and standardize data collection.

To date, the office has received
1,652 reports of unidentified
anomalous phenomena, most of
which occurred in the air, includ-
ing 485 that were reported be-
tween May 2023 to June 2024. An
additional 272 reports dating
back to 2021-22 that were not pre-
viously reported were includedin
this year’s report.

Of the 757 cases detailed in the
report, 292 have been closed or
are scheduled to be closed pend-
ing review. Those cases were
found to be balloons, birds, satel-
lites, aircraft or drones.

“There are definitely anoma-
lies. We have not been able to
draw the link to extraterrestrial,”
Kosloski said.

The report was released one
day after the House Oversight
and Accountability Committee
held ahearing to examine reports
of UFOs and the secrecy sur-
rounding them.

“We know that there are ob-
jects or phenomena observed in
our air space and also possibly in
our oceans,” said Rep. Robert
Garciaof California, the top Dem-
ocrat on the committee’s national
security panel. “The American
people have legitimate questions,
and I believe it’s critical that Con-
gress should help address them.”

The AARO’s inability to solve
or identify a swath of reports of
UFOs—approximately 900 cases
—has fueled speculation of a cov-
er-up and fed the public’s grow-
ing interest in aliens.

Luis Elizondo, a former senior
intelligence official who ran a
predecessor agency tothe AARO,
said Wednesday that the govern-
ment possessed alien technology
and was in a secretive “arms
race” to reverse engineer the air-
craft.

“Let me be clear: UAP are re-
al,” Elizondo said. “Advanced

technologies not made by our
government, or any other govern-
ment, are monitoring sensitive
military installations around the
globe.”

On Thursday, Kosloski said he
“absolutely agrees that UAPs are
real” butnoted more than 900 cas-
es have not been resolved.

“Until we know what they are
or who they belong to, we can’t
distribute intent and understand
exactly what the purpose of that
phenomenon is. We, AARO, are
not comfortable saying at this
time whether or not the UAP are
there to collect information or
not,” he said.

To date, Kosloski said, the AA-
RO has no evidence to indicate
foreign enemies are collecting in-
formation on the United States.

The details of the 21 cases that
merit further analysis, he said,
havenotbeenclearedtoreleaseto
the public yet.

USS Washington’s aviation
arm arrives at MCAS Iwakuni

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

MARINE CORPS AIR STA-
TIONIWAKUNI, Japan— Carri-
er Air Wing S, the aviation arm of
the USS George Washington, ar-
rived home Sunday at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
with anew addition,asquadron of
advanced F-35C Lightning II
multirole fighters.

Strike Fighter Squadron 147,
the Argonauts, is the first unit of
F-35C aircraft stationed in Japan,
although other variants of the
Lightning Il are well-known here,
squadron commander Cmdr.
Christopher Case told Stars and
Stripes during a flightline brief-
ing.

“With the F-35B that has oper-
ated in Iwakuni for quite some
time and then with Japan getting
their own F-35A/B, the F-3S pro-
gramisnotnewtoJapan,” hesaid.

The Cvariantofthe fifth-gener-
ation fighter is equipped with
larger, foldable wings and arrest-
ing gear designed for arrested
landings.

Its additional fuel capacity al-
lows it to fly farther and longer
than other variants, according to
its maker, Lockheed Martin.

The 147th replaced Strike
Fighter Squadron 115’s F/A-18E
Super Hornets.

“We are essentially a very simi-
lar overall footprint to the squad-
ron that just left,” Case said.
“What webringiseffectively ave-
ry similar footprint in terms of
both aircraft numbers as well as
folks and the families that are
over here with us.”

An F-35C assigned to the 147th
made history Oct. 2 as the first to
land on the George Washington
while deployed to the U.S. 7th
Fleet, according to the Navy.

Military incinerates last of
toxic foam at Japan bases

By SETH ROoBSoON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
The U.S. military has destroyed
its last supplies of toxic firefight-
ing foam at installations in Japan,
according to the Tokyo-based
command.

The aqueous firefighting foam
stored at Yokota and two installa-
tions on Okinawa was incinerated
at licensed disposal facilities in
Japan, U.S. Forces Japansaidina
statement Thursday.

Congress in the 2020 National
Defense Authorization Act gave
the Department of Defense an
Oct. 1 deadline to stop using the
foam to fight fires. That deadline
was extended to Oct. 1, 2025, ac-
cording to the USFJ statement on
its website.

“The US installations in Japan
have met the deadline for legacy

[aqueous firefighting foam] re-
placement,” the statement said.

The foam contains PFAS, a
class of chemicals linked to an in-
creased risk of certain tumors of
the liver, testicles, breasts and
pancreas, according to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency has
saidthatnolevel of PFASissafein
drinking water.

The synthetic compounds,
sometimes called “forever chem-
icals,” accumulate in the body
over time, according to the EPA.

The U.S. disposed of the re-
maining foam, which wasnolong-
er used for fighting fires, at Yoko-
ta, an airlift hub and USFJ’s head-
quarters in western Tokyo; and
on Okinawa at Kadena Air Base
and an Army petroleum, oil and
lubricants depot, according to
USFJ.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Budget airline Spirit files for bankruptcy

Associated Press

Spirit Airlines said Monday
that it has filed for bankruptcy
protection and will attempt to
reboot as it struggles to recover
from the pandemic-caused
swoon in travel and a failed at-
tempt to sell the airline to Jet-
Blue.

Spirit, the biggest U.S. budget
airline, has lost more than $2.5
billion since the start of 2020
and faces looming debt pay-
ments totaling more than $1 bil-
lion over the next year.

Spirit said it expects to oper-
ate as normal as it works its way

through a prearranged Chapter
11 bankruptcy process and that
customers can continue to book
and fly without interruption. All
tickets, credits and loyalty
points remain valid, the airline
said, as are affiliated credit
cards and other membership

perks.
Shares of Spirit Airlines Inc.,
based in Miramar, Fla,

dropped 25% on Friday, after
The Wall Street Journal report-
ed the airline was discussing
terms of a possible bankruptcy
filing with its bondholders. It
was just the latest in a series of

blows that have sent the stock
crashing down by 97% since late
2018 — when Spirit was still
making money.

Shares rose nearly 4% before
the opening bell Monday.

CEO Ted Christie confirmed
in August that Spirit was talking
to advisers of its bondholders
about the upcoming debt matur-
ities. He called the discussions a
priority, and said the airline was
trying to get the best deal it
could as quickly as possible.

“The chatter in the market
about Spirit is notable, but we
are not distracted,” he told in-

vestors during an earnings call.
“We are focused on refinancing
our debt, improving our overall
liquidity position, deploying our
new reimagined product into
the market and growing our loy-
alty programs.”

Spirit’s costs, especially for
labor, have risen. The biggest
U.S. airlines have snagged some
of Spirit’s budget-conscious
customers by offering their own
brand of bare-bones tickets.
And fares for U.S. leisure travel
— Spirit’s core business — have
sagged because of a glut of new
flights.

Big voter turnout this year
benefited GOP in elections

Associated Press

The 2024 presidential elec-
tion featured sky-high turnout,
approaching the historic levels
of the 2020 contest and contra-
dicting long-held conventional
political wisdom that Republi-
cans struggle to win races in
which many people vote.

According to Associated
Press elections data, more than
153 million ballots were cast in
this year’s race between Repu-
blican Donald Trump, now the
president-elect, and Democrat
Kamala Harris, the vice presi-
dent, with hundreds of thou-
sands of more still being tallied
in states such as California.
When those ballots are fully
tabulated, the number of votes
will come even closer to the 158
million in the 2020 presidential
contest, which was the highest
turnout election since women
were given the right to vote
more than a century ago.

“Trump is great for voter
turnout in both parties,” said
Eitan Hersh, a political scien-
tist at Tufts University.

The former president’s victo-
ry in both the Electoral College
and popular vote — Trump
currently leads Harris by near-
ly 2.5 million votes nationwide

— also contradicts the belief in
politics that Democrats, not
Republicans, benefit from
high-turnout elections.

Trump himself voiced it in
2020 when he warned that a
Democratic bill to expand mail
balloting would lead to “levels
of voting that, if you ever
agreed to it, you’d never have a
Republican elected in this
country again.” That warning
came as Trump began to sow
conspiracy theories about us-
ing mail voting during the coro-
navirus pandemic, which he
then used to falsely claim his
2020 loss was due to fraud.

That claim led to a wave of
new laws adding regulations
and rolling back forms of vot-
ing in GOP-controlled states
and an expansion of mail voting
in Democratic-led ones, as the
battle over turnout became a
central part of political debate.
Such laws usually have a
miniscule impact on voting but
inspired allegations of voter
suppression from Democrats
and cheating from Republi-
cans.

“It’s such an embarrassing
story for proponents on both
sides, because it’s so obviously
wrong,” Hersh said.

Grocery chains compete for
spot on Thanksgiving tables

Associated Press

NEW YORK — With Thanks-
giving less than two weeks away,
Walmart, Target, Aldi and other
grocers are competing for a place
on holiday tables with turkey din-
ner deals and other promotions to
tempt Americans who haven’t re-
covered from recent food price
inflation.

Walmart, the nation’s largest
food retailer, first bundled the
makings of a traditional turkey
feast into a meal deal three years
ago. This year, the 29-item offer,
which includes a frozen turkey
and ingredients for side dishes,
costslessthan $55 andisintended
to serve eight. That calculates to
less than $7 per person.

Target’s version for four people
costs $20, $5 less than the compa-
ny’s 2023 Thanksgiving meal,and
includes a frozen turkey, stuffing
mix and canned green beans and
canned jellied cranberry sauce.
Aldi’s offers a frozen Butterball
turkey with gravy mix as well as
pumpkin ingredients for pump-
kin pie and ingredients for side
dishes like sweet potato casse-
role. The German-owned super-
market chain priced it for $47 and
said that was less than it charged
for the same items in 2019.

Meijer, with more than S00 su-

percenters in the Midwest,
jumped into the fray last week by
offering a frozen turkey for 49
cents per pound or lower and a
$37 Thanksgiving family meal for
agroup of four to six.

Comparing the respective me-
nus to determine which repre-
sents the best value is difficult
since recommended serving siz-
es and contents vary. But the pro-
motions, introduced earlier than
ever and at a time when many
households remain put off by
higher prices, underscore the im-
portance of Thanksgiving to gro-
cers, analysts said.

While consumer perceptions of
grocery pricesisbased on the cost
of staples like eggs and milk, “the
Thanksgiving meal has become
essentially a new benchmark,”
Jason Goldberg, chief commerce
strategy officer at Publicis
Groupe, a global marketing and
communications company.

It’s the occasion for the second-
largest holiday meal for retailers
behind the feasts that accompany
the winter holidays. Compared
with an average, Thanksgiving
meal shopping delivered a $2.4
billion sales lift during the week
before and after the holiday last
year, marketresearch firm Circa-
nasaid.
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Host Brazil focuses G20 on hunger fight

Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazil
pushedforconcerted actiontoal-
leviate hunger Monday asit host-
ed a summit of the Group of 20
leading economies amid global
uncertainty over two major wars
and incoming U.S. President-
elect Donald Trump.

Brazilian President Luiz In-
acio Lula da Silva welcomed for-
eign leaders to Rio de Janeiro’s
modern art museum Monday
morning and delivered an open-
ing addressthat focused on fight-
ing food insecurity.

“It is for those of us here,
around this table, to face the un-
delayable task of ending this
stain that shames humanity,”

Lula told his colleagues. “That
will be our biggest legacy.”

Heightened global tensions
and uncertainty about an incom-
ing Trump administration ahead
of the summit already had tem-
pered expectations for a strongly
worded statement addressing
the conflicts in the Middle East
and between Russia and Uk-
raine. Further dimming pro-
spects, G20 officials told The As-
sociated Press that Argentina’s
negotiators have started chal-
lenging some of the draft lan-
guage.

Thathasleftexperts anticipat-
ing a final document focused on
social issues like the eradication
ofhunger— one of Brazil’s prior-

ities — even if it still aims to in-
clude atleast amention of the on-
going wars.

“Brazilian diplomacy has
been strongly engaged in this
task, but to expect a substantive-
ly strong and consensual decla-
rationinayearlike 2024 with two
serious international conflicts is
to set the bar very high,” said
Cristiane Lucena Carneiro, an
international relations professor
at the University of Sao Paulo.

After Lula thwarted far-right
former President Jair Bolsona-
ro’s reelection bid in 2022, there
was some excitement in the in-
ternational community at the
prospect of the leftist leader and
savvy diplomat hosting the G20.

Bolsonaro had little interest in
international summits, let for-
eignpolicy be guided by ideology
and clashed with several lead-
ers, including French President
Emmanuel Macron. Lula took
office and often quoted a catch-
phrase: “Brazil is back.”

Under Lula, Brazil has revert-
ed to its decades-old principle of
nonalignment to carve out a pol-
icy that best safeguards its inter-
ests in an increasingly multipo-
larworld, even as hisadministra-
tion’s foreign policy has at times
raised eyebrows.

President Joe Biden attended
the summit after a stop in Lima
for the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum.

New Delhi air pollution hits 50 times over safe limit

Associated Press

NEW DELHI — Authorities
in India’s capital shut schools,
halted construction and banned
non-essential trucks from enter-
ing the city on Monday after air
pollution shot up to its worst lev-
el this season.

Residents of New Delhi woke
up to thick, toxic smog envelop-
ing the city of some 33 million as
the air quality became increas-
ingly hazardous. It rose further
intothe severe category, accord-
ing to SAFAR, the country’s
main environmental agency,
which measures tiny particulate

matter in the air that can enter
deep into the lungs.

The deadly haze covered
monuments and high-rise build-
ings in the capital, with visibility
solowthatairlines warned of de-
lays.

In several areas of the city,
pollution levels were more than
S0 times higher than the World
Health Organization’s recom-
mended safe limit. Forecasts
say the poor air quality will con-
tinue into the week.

Air pollution in northern In-
dia rises every year, particular-
ly in winter, as farmers burn

crop residue in agricultural ar-
eas. The burning coincides with
colder temperatures, which
trap the smoke in the air. The
smoke is then blown into cities,
where auto emissions add to the
pollution.

Emissions from industries
and the burning of coal to pro-
duce electricity are also linked
to the pollution, which has been
steadily ticking up in recent
weeks.

Starting Monday, authorities
began enforcing stage 4 of a
graded response action plan, or
GRAP4,based on the severity of

the air pollution. Earlier stages
ofthe plan were already in place,
and stage 4 includes stricter
curbs.

Classes for all grades except
10 and 12 will be held online and
notrucks willbe allowed toenter
the city except for those carry-
ing essential items. Some older,
diesel guzzling vehicles have
been banned inside the city, and
all construction activities have
been halted. Authorities also
urged children, the elderly and
others with chronic diseases or
respiratory issues to avoid going
outside as much as possible.

Typhoon worsens northern Philippines

Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Ty-
phoon Man-yi left at least sev-
en people dead in a landslide,
destroyed houses and dis-
placed large numbers of villag-
ers before blowing away from
the northern Philippines, wors-
ening the crisis wreaked by
multiple back-to-back storms,
officials said Monday.

Man-yi was one of the stron-
gest of the six major storms to

hit the northern Philippines in
less than a month and had sus-
tained winds of up to 125 miles
per hour when it slammed into
the eastern island province of

Catanduanes on Saturday
night.
U.S. Defense Secretary

Lloyd Austin met President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. In Ma-
nila and offered his prayers,
announcing an additional $1
million in humanitarian aid for

9

typhoon victims. He told Mar-
cos he has authorized U.S.
troops to help Filipino forces
provide lifesaving aid.
Torrential rains and fierce
wind unleashed by Man-yi set
off a landslide early Monday in
the northern town of Ambaguio
in Nueva Vizcaya province that
buried a house and killed seven
people, including children, and
injured three others inside, re-
gional police chief Brig. Gen.

storm cCrisis

Antonio P. Marallag Jr. said.

Army troops, police and vil-
lagers were scrambling to
search for three other people
who were believed to have
been entombed in the ava-
lanche of mud, boulders and
uprooted trees, Marallag said.

More than a million people
were affected by the typhoon
and two previous storms, ac-
cording to the Official of Civil
Defense.
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Bullet strikes Southwest
plane without injuries

DALLAS — A bullet

struck the body of a
Southwest Airlines airplane
preparing for departure from a
Dallas airport, forcing the can-
cellation of the flight, the airline
said.

No injuries were reported
and law enforcement was con-
tacted after the bullet struck the
right side of the aircraft just un-
der the flight deck. At the time,
the crew of Flight 2494 was pre-
paring the plane for departure
from Dallas Love Field Airport,
Southwest said in a statement.

The Boeing 737-800 aircraft
was “struck by gunfire near the
cockpit” while taxiing before
the flight to Indianapolis Inter-
national Airport. The plane re-
turned to the gate and the pas-
sengers exited, the Federal
Aviation Administration said in
a statement.

Cops accused of searching
for nudes on phones

M ST. LOUIS — Two

Missouri police of-
ficers were indicted separately
and accused of similar crimes
— pulling over women and
searching their phones to find
nude photos.

The indictments of former
Missouri State Highway Patrol
officer David McKnight and
former Florissant, Mo., officer
Julian Alcala were unrelated,
but the indictments spelled out
similar allegations. Both men
face federal charges accusing
them of depriving the rights of
several women, and destroying
evidence.

McKnight, 39, victimized
nine women between Septem-
ber 2023 and Aug. 19, his indict-
ment said. Typically, according

to the indictment, he would pull
over a woman for a traffic vio-
lation and tell her he needed to
look at her phone to either verify
identity or confirm insurance
coverage.

McKnight searched the
phones and used his own phone
to photograph nude pictures he
found, the indictment said.

Alcala, 29, was accused of
crimes involving 20 women be-
tween Feb. 6 and May 18.

Alcala confiscated phones
from women under the auspices
of confirming insurance cover-
age and vehicle registration, the
indictment said. Like
McKnight, he was accused of
searching the phones for nude
photos, then using his own
phone to take pictures.

State races to revive tolls
intended to fight traffic

NEW YORK — Rath-
er than alienate sub-
urban commuters in an election
year, New York’s governor
slammed the brakes last spring
on a plan to launch America’s
first “congestion pricing” toll-
ing system to discourage people
from driving into the most traf-
fic-choked parts of Manhattan.
Back then, Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul said it was the wrong time
to hit commuters and business-
es with a $15 toll. Now, with
President-elect Donald Trump
headed for the White House, the
Democrat is hurriedly restart-
ing the tolling plan — hoping to
get it in place before the Repu-
blican follows through on a
promise to kill it for good during
his first week in office.
Hochul’s new plan calls for a
$9 fee on most vehicles, which
would help fund the city’s cash-
strapped public transit system
but at a lower price tag for driv-

ers. Itis scheduled to begin Jan.
S

Lawmaker proposes
new gun safety policies
ATLANTA — A

Georgia state Senate
Democrat wants to make it a
crime for people to give chil-
dren access to guns and require
a 10-day waiting period for as-
sault rifle purchases unless
someone is licensed to carry
weapons, two proposals highly
unlikely to gain Republican
support.

But some of the policies Sen.
Emanuel Jones of Decatur pro-
posed, including tax credits for
safe gun storage devices, could
advance when the state legisla-
ture reconvenes in January.
Jones hopes that by straying
away from other stricter pro-
posals favored by Democrats
and focusing on measures that
have already gained traction,
he’ll be able to turn most of his
recommendations into policies.

“My message today is we all
need to join forces and we all
need to stop working on the
fringes and move something
forward,” Jones said.

Salmon return to historic
habitat after dam removal

c KLAMATH FALLS

— A giant female
Chinook salmon flips on her
side in the shallow water and
wriggles wildly, using her tail to
carve out a nest in the riverbed
as her body glistens in the sun-
light. In another moment, males
butt into each other as they jock-
ey for a good position to fertilize
eggs.

These are scenes local tribes
dreamed of seeing for decades
as they fought to bring down
four hydroelectric dams block-

ing passage for struggling salm-
on along over 400 miles of the
Klamath River and its tributar-
ies along the Oregon-California
border.

Now, less than a month after
those dams came down in the
largest dam removal project in
U.S. history, salmon are once
more returning to spawn in cool
creeks that have been cut off to
them for generations. Video
shot by the Yurok Tribe showed
that hundreds of salmon have
made it to tributaries between
the former Iron Gate and Copco
dams.

Nursing home operator
settles neglect claims

NEW YORK — The

operators of four
nursing homes in New York will
pay $45 million to settle claims
that they neglected and mis-
treated residents, including
some who were forced to sit in
their own urine and feces for
hours, state Attorney General
Letitia James announced.

The Democrat filed a civil
lawsuit last year that accused
the owners and operators of
Centers Health Care of using
Medicaid and Medicare funds
to enrich themselves, their rela-
tives and associates instead of
using funds for resident care.
James claimed understaffing at
the homes contributed to ne-
glectful care. She said residents
lived in squalor and were left
unsupervised, leading to inju-
ries.

Under the settlement, Cen-
ters and its owners will direct
$3S million for improved resi-
dent care and staffing. Medi-
caid and Medicare programs
will receive $8.75 million in res-
titution.

— From wire reports

STARSK #STRIPES

Single source convenience, reliably independent. Visit www.stripes.com.

Reporting
World, National

and Military News




PAaGE 6

e STRIPES LITE °

Monday, November 18, 2024

Allen TD seals Bills win, KC’s first loss

Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. —
After watching quarterback
Josh Allen bounce off two Kan-
sas City Chiefs defenders before
crossing the goal line on a 26-
yard run, Bills receiver Khalil
Shakir joined the packed Buffa-
lo stadium by screaming at the
top of his lungs.

Allen’s touchdown on fourth-
and-2 with 2:17 left sealed the
Bills’ 30-21 victory, kept Buffalo
(9-2) in contention for the AFC’s
top seed and spoiled the two-
time defending Super Bowl
champion Chiefs’ bid for a per-
fect season.

“When Josh takes off, I find
myself just watching, like,
‘Wow, he’s different,’” Shakir
said. “When he took off today, I
just started yelling. I couldn’t
stop yelling. I was blanking in
the head.”

Bills fans chimed in by chant-
ing “MVP! MVP!” while watch-
ing the replay of their quarter-
back bursting up the middle to
secure a victory in the latest
matchup against Patrick Ma-
homes-led Kansas City (9-1),

which has ended Buffalo’s
playoff runs in three of the past
four seasons.

Allen evened his record to 4-4
(including playoffs) against the
Chiefs. He said he knew what
was on the line when coach Sean
McDermott elected to go for it
on fourth down rather than set-
tle for a field goal.

“Iappreciated coach for trust-
ing us,” said Allen, who took off
up the right hash mark,
shrugged off being shouldered
by linebacker Nick Bolton and
had enough momentum toreach
the end zone while wrapped up
by safety Bryan Cook.

“Any time you give the ball
back to Pat (Mahomes), that of-
fense, down six with the game on
the line, I like their odds in that
situation,” Allen added. “So
wanting six or seven (points) to
try tomake it atwo-score game.”

The Bills’ defense ended Kan-
sas City’s desperate final drive
when linebacker Terrel Ber-
nard intercepted Mahomes.

James Cook rushed for two
first-half touchdowns and Allen
threw a 12-yard TD pass to Cur-

tis Samuel early in the fourth
quarter. Buffalo never relin-
quished the lead after going
ahead 16-14 on Tyler Bass’ 33-
yard field goal on the final play of
the first half.

The Chiefs were the NFL’s
last undefeated team and finally
ran out ways to eke out one-
score victories and overcome
second-half deficits. Kansas
City had won 1S5 straight, includ-
ingthe playoffs, sinceitfell 20-14
tothe Las Vegas Raiders on Dec.
17,2023.

“The undefeated thing was
cool. But that’s not our ultimate
goal. So we’ll keep building to-
ward that,” Mahomes said.

“That’s a good football team.
Nothing to hang your head on
losing to them,” he added. “We
feel like we can play better. So
we’ll get back to work and try to
use this as a spark sowe canbe a
better football team in the end.”

There’s a chance these teams
will meet again in the playoffs,
where the Chiefs have dominat-
ed the rivalry. Though the Bills
have won four straight regular-
season meetings dating to 2021,

Kansas City has won three
straight playoff matchups, in-
cluding a 27-24 win at Buffalo in
the divisional round in January.

“It’s a great game to learn
from for some of our young guys.
Two good teams play each other,
the margin between winning
and losing is small,” Chiefs
coach Andy Reid said. “We can
all learn from it and take some-
thing out of it to make us better
down the road there. And we’ll
do that.”

Mahomes finished 23-for-33
for 196 yards with three touch-
down passes — two to tight end
Noah Gray and another to Xa-
vier Worthy —and twointercep-
tions.

Kansas City had shown re-
solve in winning its first nine
games, with four decided on the
final play.

This time, there were no late
dramatics from a Chiefs offense
that finished with a season-low
259 yards.

The Bills have won six
straight and moved closer to
their fifth straight AFC East ti-
tle.

Steelers contain Jackson, use 6 FGs to

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts-
burgh Steelers insist they have
no secret formula when it comes
to stopping Lamar Jackson.
That there is nothing mystical
about their approach to the oth-
erworldly Baltimore Ravens
quarterback.

They study film. Just like ev-
erybody else. They read their
cues. Just like everybody else.
They fight. Just like everybody
else.

And they win. Like just about
no one else.

“Forget the minutiae of what
itisyoudo,” Steelers coach Mike
Tomlin said. “You better play
hard, fast and together or you
have no shot.”

They almost always do when
Jackson is on the other side of
the line of scrimmage.

Thelatest proof came in an 18-
16 victory over the Ravens on
Sunday that included another
60-minute clinic on slowing per-
haps the most dynamic playerin
the league.

Pittsburgh (8-2) held Jackson
and the rest of the NFL’s top-
ranked offense to season lows in
points and yards (329) and sea-
son highs in mistakes, some self-
inflicted, some not.

Baltimore (7-4) turned it over
three times — each leading to
one of Chris Boswell’s six field
goals — and committed 12 pe-
nalties while never really estab-
lishing the kind of rhythm that
comes so easily when they play
someone otherthanthe Steelers.

“I can’t call it,” Jackson said
after falling to 1-4 against Pitts-
burgh. “I feel like we (were)
making strides in the right di-

rection and then something
would happen.”

The two-time MVP complet-
ed just 16 of 33 passes for 207
yards with a touchdown and an
interception. He hit Zay Flowers
for a16-yard score with 1:06 left
to get the Ravens within two, but
the 2-point attempt was a mess.

The Steelers — with backup
quarterback Justin Fields sub-
bing for Russell Wilson on a cou-
ple of snaps — picked up a first
down on the ensuing drive as
Pittsburgh ran out the clock to
take a 1v2-game lead over Balti-
more.

“To come away with a win, it
took everybody, not one guy,”
Steelers defensive tackle Cam
Heyward said. “And we under-
stand how critical these AFC
North games are.”

The list of contributors to the

edge Ravens

Steelers’ eighth victory initslast
nine meetings against the Rav-
ens included rookie linebacker
Payton Wilson — who literally
stole the ball from Baltimore
running back Justice Hill for a
crucial fourth-quarter pick —
and newcomers Patrick Queen
and DeShon Elliott, former Rav-
ens who have quickly found
their footing on the other side of
the rivalry.

Elliott pounced on a Derrick
Henry fumble on Baltimore’s
first possession and Queen —
wholeftthe Ravensin free agen-
cy after Baltimore opted not to
make him an offer — stripped
former teammate Isaiah Likely
at the end of the first half and
scooped up the loose ball thatled
to a Boswell field goal and a 9-7
halftime lead Pittsburgh never
relinquished.
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Lions extend dominance in rout of Jaguars

Associated Press

DETROIT — Jared Goff stood
on the sideline wearing a baseball
cap in the fourth quarter while his
teammates finished off another
rout.

Goff threw two of his four
touchdown passesto Amon-RaSt.
Brown, David Montgomery and
Jahmyr Gibbs combined for
three rushing TDs and the Detroit
Lions beat the Jacksonville Jag-
uars 52-6 on Sunday.

Just like Goff did when Detroit
had lopsided wins over Tennes-
see (52-14) and Dallas (47-9) last
month, he watched Hendon
Hooker take snaps to gain experi-
ence.

The NFC-leading Lions (9-1)
have won eight straight and nine
of their first 10 games in a season
for the first time since 1934.

The Jaguars (2-9) havelostfour
consecutive games for the second
time this season and 14 of 17 since
last year, a series of slumps that
may cost coach Doug Pederson
his job.

Seahawks 20, 49ers 17: Ge-
no Smith scored on a 13-yard
scramble with 12 seconds re-
maining, and visiting Seattle
snapped a six-game losing streak
against San Francisco with a vic-
tory.

Smith completed seven of eight
passes for 6S yards to get the Sea-
hawks (5-5) in position to score af-

ter taking over at their 20 with
2:38 remaining. He then ran it in
against a depleted defense for the
49ers (5-S) that sorely missed in-
jured edge rusher Nick Bosa on
the final drive.

Packers 20, Bears 19: Jordan
Love ran for a go-ahead touch-
down in the closing minutes, and
visiting Green Bay hung on to
beat Chicago when Karl Brooks
blocked Cairo Santos’ 46-yard
field goal attempt astime expired.

The Packers (7-3) made just
enough plays to avoid falling far-
ther behind Detroit and Minneso-
ta in the NFC North and beat the
last-place Bears (4-6) for the 11th
straight time, the longest streak
by either teamin the storied rival-

ry.

Saints 35, Browns 14: Tay-
som Hill capped a 138-yard,
three-touchdown performance
onthe ground with a 75-yard scor-
ing run,and hostNew Orleansim-
proved to2-0underinterim coach
Darren Rizzi with a victory over
Cleveland.

Hill’s two other touchdowns
went for 10 and 33 yards to more
than balance out his interception
and fumble. The 34-year-old also
completed an 18-yard pass and
returned a kickoff 42 yards.

Rams 28, Patriots 22: Mat-
thew Stafford threw for 29S yards
and four touchdowns, including a
69-yard score to Cooper Kupp on

the second play of the second half
to help visiting Los Angeles pull
away and beat New England.

The Patriots trailed just14-10 at
halftime. Los Angeles received
the Kkick to start the second half,
and on second down Stafford
found Kupp near midfield. New
England cornerback Jonathan
Jones dove for the pass and
missed, leaving no one between
Kupp and the end zone.

Dolphins 34, Raiders 19: Tua
Tagovailoa threw three touch-
down passes, De’Von Achane ran
for a score, and host Miami beat
Las Vegas.

It was another strong victory
for the Dolphins (4-6), who have
not matched their offensive fire-
works from last season but were
coming off a gritty Monday night
win over the Rams. The Raiders
(2-8) lost their sixth straight
game.

Colts 28, Jets 27: Quarter-
back Anthony Richardson ran for
a4-yard touchdown, his second of
the game, with 46 seconds left in
hisreturn to the starting role tolift
visiting Indianapolis to a victory
over Aaron Rodgers and New
York after three straight losses.

With the Jets leading 27-22
with 2:41 remaining, Richardson
—benched fortwo gamesin favor
of Joe Flacco — marched the
Colts down the field to the win.

Vikings 23, Titans 13: Sam

Darnold overcame an early fum-
ble by throwing for 246 yards and
two touchdowns and running for
a score and visiting Minnesota
beat Tennessee.

Darnold answered right back
after the fumble to help the Vik-
ings (8-2) win their third straight
and improve to 5-0 against AFC
teams this season. He found Jor-
dan Addison for a 47-yard catch-
and-run touchdown as Minnesota
didn’t trail again, scoring 16
straight for a 16-3 halftime lead.

Broncos 38, Falcons 6: BoNix
threw for 307 yards and a season-
best four touchdowns, Javonte
Williams got a push across the
goal line from a half-dozen of his
teammates and host Denver
rolled past Atlanta.

Nix, who was 28-for-33, joined
Hall of Famer Peyton Manning as
the only rookie QBs in NFL histo-
ry to throw for 200-plus yards
with two or more touchdowns in
four consecutive home games.

Chargers 34,Bengals 27:J K.
Dobbins rushed for a 29-yard
touchdown with 18 seconds re-
maining, and host Los Angeles
beat Cincinnati after squander-
ing a 21-point third-quarter lead.

Justin Herbert passed for 297
yards and two touchdowns, and
rushed for 65 yards as the Char-
gers (7-3) won their fourth
straight. Dobbins ran for two
TDs.

Ovechkin’s hat trick lifts Capitals over Golden Knights

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Alex Ovechkin scored
three goals Sunday night to continue his
pursuit of Wayne Gretzky’s career record,
and former Golden Knight Logan Thomp-
son saved 40 shots in his first game back at
T-Mobile Arena as the Washington Capitals
beat Vegas 5-2.

It was his first hat trick since Dec. 31,
2022, against the Montreal Canadiens and
31stof his career, the sixth-most in NHL his-
tory. Vegas became the 19th team in which
Ovechkin scored at least three goals against
in a game.

Jakob Chychrun and Jakub Vrana also
scored for Washington, and Dylan Strome

and Aliaksei Protas each had two assists.

Brett Howden and Keegan Kolesar
scored for the Golden Knights, and Ilya
Samsonov stopped 20 shots.

Ovechkin now has 866 goals, 29 from sur-
passing The Great One as the NHL career
leader. It was his 176th career multigoal
game, behind only Gretzky’s 189. Ovechkin
also extended his record to 315 power-play
goals.

Hurricanes 4, Blues 1: Martin Necas had
two goals and two assists as host Carolina
beat St. Louis.

Andrei Svechnikov and Eric Robinson al-
so scored for the Hurricanes, who have won
two straight following a 1-2 road trip. Rob-

inson added two assists. Pyotr Kochetkov
made 29 saves.

Rangers 2, Kraken 0: Alexis Lafreniere
and Zac Jones scored as visiting New York
beat Seattle.

Jonathan Quick stopped 24 shots for his
second straight shutout and 62nd of his ca-
reer. Quick has won all five of his starts as
the backup to Igor Shesterkin.

Predators 5, Canucks 3: Steven Stamkos
scored two power-play goals to help visiting
Nashville beat Vancouver.

The Predators improved to 5-10-3, win-
ning for the first time in four games and for
only the second time on the road at this sea-
son.
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-wolves hit 3 at buzzer to top Suns

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Julius
Randle hit a buzzer-beating 3-
pointer to cap his 35-point night
and lift the Minnesota Timber-
wolves to a 120-117 victory over
the Phoenix Suns on Sunday af-
ternoon.

Randle and the Timber-
wolves got the ball back with
just 2.1 seconds remaining and
called a timeout to advance the
ball. The ball found Randle, who
hit a 24-footer as time expired.

With veteran Joe Ingles com-
ing into the game solely to in-
bound the ball, he found Randle
at the top of the key. Randle took
two dribbles, shook defender
Josh Okogie, stepped back and
fired from 3. The buzzer sound-
ed just after the ball left Ran-
dle’s hands. When the shot
dropped through the net, the
Target Center crowd erupted,
and Randle’s teammates
mobbed him on the court.

“Really the fun part was just
seeing how my teammates cele-
brate,” Randle said. “We’re a
very connected group, and
we’re going to celebrate each
others’ success. So for me, that
was the coolest part.”

Minnesota overcame a sea-
son-high 44 points from Devin
Booker, whoneeded to carry the
offensive load for a Suns team
still missing Kevin Durant and
Bradley Beal with injuries.

Anthony Edwards added 24
points for the Wolves, most of
that coming in the second half.
He also picked up a technical
foul on the same day he was
fined by the league for an ob-
scene gesture he made in Fri-
day’s victory over Sacramento.

Grayson Allen scored 18
points off the bench for Phoe-
nix, including a few 3-pointers

in the fourth quarter.
Cavaliers 128, Hornets 114:
Darius Garland scored 25

points, Ty Jerome matched his
career-high with 24 in place of
Donovan Mitchell and host Cle-
veland stayed unbeaten with a
win over Charlotte.

The Cavaliers are the fourth
team to start 15-0, joining the
Golden State Warriors (2016),
Houston Rockets (1994) and
Washington Capitols (1949).
The Warriors set the league rec-
ord by winning their first 24
games on the way to a 73-9 sea-
son.

Evan Mobley had 23 points
and 11 rebounds and Jarrett Al-
len had 21 and 1S rebounds for
Cleveland, which will play at
defending champion Boston on
Tuesday.

LaMelo Ball had 31 points and
12 assists, and Miles Bridges
scored 19 for the Hornets.

Pacers 119, Heat 110: Myles
Turner scored a season-high 34
points, and Bennedict Mathurin
added 21 points and 12 rebounds
to lead host Indiana to a victory
over Miami.

Pascal Siakam added 23
points for the Pacers, who shot
52% from the field, and Tyrese
Haliburton finished with 16
points and 13 assists.

Tyler Herro scored 28 points,
and Bam Adebayo had 24 for the
Heat, who were without six-
time All-Star Jimmy Butler be-
cause of a sprained ankle. Mia-
mi was outscored 62-28 in the
paint.

The Pacers bounced back
from Friday’s debacle, a 124-111
loss to the Butler-less Heat that
coach Rick Carlisle said left him
“ashamed.” Indiana never
trailed in the rematch.

Pistons 124, Wizards 104:
Cade Cunningham had 21
points, 10 assists and 10 re-
bounds to lead visiting Detroit
over Washington.

Jaden Ivey scored 28 points
and Malik Beasley added 26 for
the Pistons. Cunningham has
four triple-doubles this season,
two behind league leader Nikola
Jokic.

Wizards center Alex Sarr, the
No. 2 pick in this year’s draft,
had four points on 1-for-7 shoot-
ing.

Grizzlies 105, Nuggets 90:
Jaren Jackson scored 20 points,
and host Memphis built a 24-

point lead in the fourth quarter
in a victory over short-handed
Denver in the opener of a two-
game set.

Nuggets star center Nikola
Jokic missed the game for per-
sonal reasons, while forward
Aaron Gordon is recovering
from a strained right calf. The
Nuggets have lost two straight.

Rookie Jaylen Wells added 15
points to help the Grizzlies win
their fourth straight home
game. Desmond Bane had 11
points, 11 rebounds and seven
assists.

Trail Blazers 114, Hawks
110: Shaedon Sharpe had 32
points, including a key 3-pointer
down the stretch, and host Port-
land withstood a late rally by At-
lanta for a victory.

The Trail Blazers led 94-81
heading into the last period, but
the Hawks went on a 10-0 run to
get within 99-96 before Trae
Young’s 3-pointer tied it at 99.
Young made another 3 that gave
Atlanta a 102-101 lead.

Sharpe’s shot-clock beating
3-pointer with 1:03 left put Port-
land ahead 109-108, and the
Blazers hung on the rest of the
way. Sharpe had Portland’s last
11 points.

Knicks 114, Nets 104: Karl-
Anthony Towns returned from
a one-game absence with 26
points, 15 rebounds and six as-
sists, and host New York com-
pleted a two-game weekend
sweep of Brooklyn with a victo-
ry.
OG Anunoby had 24 points
and eight rebounds for the
Knicks. Mikal Bridges added 21
points and Josh Hart had 20
points, eight rebounds and eight
assists. Jalen Brunson finished
with just 12 points, shooting 3-
for-14, but had 10 assists.

Cam Johnson scored 22
points for the Nets, who
dropped their third straight.

Rockets 143, Bulls 107:
Fred VanVleet scored a season-
high 28 points, Alperen Sengun
scored 20 while pulling down 11
rebounds and posting 11 assists

for his second triple-double this
season, and visiting Houston
routed Chicago for its fifth
straight win.

Jalen Green scored 18 points
as all five Rockets starters
reached double-figures and
Houston topped its previous
season-high in points (128).
Rockets bench ace Amen
Thompson played despite right
quad soreness and added 16
points and 11 rebounds.

Zach LaVine led the Bulls
with 15 points and was the only
starter to reach double figures.
Talen Horton-Tucker scored 12
off the bench as Chicago
dropped its second straight and
third in four.

Mavericks 121, Thunder
119: P.J. Washington had 27
points and a career-high 17 re-
bounds, and visiting Dallas held
off Oklahoma City without star
guard Luka Doncic.

Washington averaged just
over eight points and seven re-
bounds per game entering Sun-
day’s game but stepped up in
the absence of Doncic, who was
out with a bruised right knee.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 36 points and Jalen Wil-
liams added 27 for the Thunder,
who entered the night with a
Western Conference-best 11-2
record. Oklahoma City is now
3-1 without Chet Holmgren.

Clippers 116, Jazz 105:
James Harden moved into sec-
ond place on the NBA’s career
3-point list and had 20 points
and 11 assists to help host Los
Angeles beat Utah to end a
three-game losing streak.

Harden moved past Ray Al-
len with No. 2,874 with 6:08 left
in the first quarter as the Clip-
pers jumped out to a 35-25 lead.
The only player ahead of Har-
den — who was 2 of 8 from 3-
point range — is Golden State’s
Stephen Curry at 3,782.

Jordan Clarkson scored 21
points for the Jazz, and Lauri
Markkanen had 18 points and 10
rebounds. They are 0-2 on a
four-game trip.
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