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RAF LAKENHEATH, Eng-
land — An Air Force officer who
became the third woman to be
awarded a Silver Star since
World War II was among 30 ser-
vice members recognized last
week for battling a barrage of
Iranian missiles and drones
during an unprecedented reta-
liatory attack against Israel ear-
lier this year. 

Capt. Lacie Hester, a weap-
ons systems officer, was award-
ed the third-highest military
decoration for valor in combat
at a ceremony Tuesday at RAF
Lakenheath in England. Maj.
Benjamin Coffey, the pilot of the
two-seater F-15E, received the
citation alongside Hester.

More than 150 people attend-
ed the ceremony to honor the
awardees, which included
ground crew members who
kept the pilots in the fight dur-

ing the April 13-14 Iranian at-
tacks.

Hester and Coffey were part
of a coalition air mission that
countered an Iranian launch of
more than 300 ballistic and
cruise missiles, as well as one-
way attack drones.

During their first flight, the
pair intercepted six drones fly-
ing in the dark at low altitude,
the Air Force said.

The fighter was forced to re-
turn to an undisclosed base in
the Middle East because of a
missile that couldn’t fire. Coffey
and Hester took cover in a near-
by bunker in anticipation of a
possible attack on the base.

After learning that a replace-
ment F-15 was ready and as
overhead explosions from mis-
sile intercepts rang out, they left
the bunker for a second flight.

During both flights, the pair
fired all available weapons.
Hester also directed fighter jets

in the area through the end of
the Iranian attack, officials said.

Despite the risks, they re-
mained focused on completing
their mission and returning to
safety, Lt. Col. Timothy “Die-
sel” Causey, commander of the
494th Fighter Squadron, said
Tuesday.

“It was just this beautiful
symphony of execution,” Cau-
sey said.

Causey was one of six people
who received the Distinguished
Flying Cross with valor. In all,
14 officers earned the Distin-
guished Flying Cross in some
form. It acknowledges the reci-
pient’s “heroism or extraordin-
ary achievement” while partici-
pating in a flight.

Six people ranging from air-
man first class to staff sergeant
received the Air and Space
Achievement Medal, while six
others earned commendation
medals.

Maj. Clayton Wicks and Mas-
ter Sgt. Timothy Adams were
awarded Bronze Stars for their
efforts, which included direct-
ing maintenance, refueling and
reloading operations for a dozen
F-15s over seven hours while
under threat from the Iranian
assault.

Gen. James Hecker, U.S. Air
Forces Europe and Africa com-
mander, praised the award reci-
pients and the collective efforts
of the 48th Fighter Wing, known
as the Panthers.

“You never know when your
time is going to come, but when
your time comes, you need to be
ready,” Hecker said. “I’m hap-
py to say the Panthers were
ready.”

In all, seven women have re-
ceived the Silver Star and Hes-
ter is the first in the Air Force.
Three others received the Cita-
tion Star, a predecessor of the
current medal.

2 honored for efforts in Iranian attack
BY LORETTO MORRIS
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President Joe Biden has au-
thorized Ukraine to use a pow-
erful American long-range
weapon for limited strikes in-
side Russia in response to North
Korea’s deployment of thou-
sands of troops to aid Moscow’s
war effort, according to two se-
nior U.S. officials.

The easing of restrictions on
allowing Kyiv to use the Army
Tactical Missile System, or
ATACMS, to hit targets inside
Russia is a significant reversal
in U.S. policy and comes as
some 10,000 elite North Korean
troops have been sent to Kursk,
a region of Russia along Uk-
raine’s northern border, to help
Moscow’s forces retake territo-

ry gained by Ukraine.
The Biden administration

fears that more North Korean
special forces units could follow
in support of this effort.

The move precedes by two
months the return to the White
House of President-elect Do-
nald Trump, who has signaled
he intends to end the war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine,
though without offering details
of how he will do so.

One U.S. official said the
move is in part aimed at deter-
ring Pyongyang from sending
more troops. North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un must un-
derstand that the initial deploy-
ment has been a “costly” mis-
take, said the official, who like

others interviewed for this story
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity.

The initial Ukrainian effort is
expected to focus on and around
the Kursk region, though it
could expand, according to the
official and another person fa-
miliar with the matter.

The White House and Penta-
gon declined to comment. Uk-
raine’s presidential office de-
clined to comment.

Until recently, the Biden ad-
ministration was steadfastly op-
posed to Ukraine firing
ATACMS into Russian territo-
ry, warning that the measure
could lead to escalation by the
Kremlin that was out of propor-
tion to its battlefield benefits.

ATACMS — pronounced “at-
tack-ems” — is a supersonic
guided missile system that can
be fitted with either cluster mu-
nitions or conventional war-
heads, with a maximum range
of about 190 miles. Ukraine for
months has sought permission
to use the powerful missiles
against Russian territory, argu-
ing the weapons would enable
its strapped forces to strike
deep in the country and hit tar-
gets that would degrade the
Kremlin’s war machine.

A second U.S. official said
that Biden’s approval of
ATACMS “is going to have a ve-
ry specific and limited effect”
on the battlefield, designed to
limit concerns about escalation.

Biden OKs ATACMS use inside Russia by Ukraine
The Washington Post 
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FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii —
Navy officials did not effectively
manage operations, mainte-
nance, safety and oversight in ac-
cordance with policy and federal
and state laws at the now-defunct
Red Hill fuel facility in Hawaii,
according to a pair of Department
of Defense reports released re-
cently. 

A fuel leak at the facility in late
2021 contaminated the Navy’s
water distribution used by mili-
tary communities on and near
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hick-
am. The disaster has been an ex-
pensive one, according to a news
release Thursday from the DOD
Inspector General’s Office.

The DOD spent more than $220
million responding to the 2021
contamination incident, the news
release states. The National De-
fense Authorization Acts for fiscal
years 2022 and 2023 included
more than $2.1 billion in funding
related to the water contamina-
tion and the facility’s closure.

Thousands were forced to relo-

cate for months and residents re-
ported a host of maladies in the
wake of the spill.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin in March 2022 ordered the
World War II-era underground
storage facility to be permanently
closed. 

The two IG reports stated that
risks inherent at the facility were
well documented and that inci-
dent response plans to mitigate
them existed.

“However, the DoD OIG also
found that Navy officials did not
follow the basic tenets of their in-
cident response plans or meet the
reporting requirements for fuel
incidents,” the news release
states. “Furthermore, the inci-
dent response plans were insuffi-
cient,” the release states.

Navy officials “did not consis-
tently analyze trends in the fuel
inventory to prevent, identify and
respond to potential or actual fuel
incidents.

Among the IG’s 16 recommen-
dations are that the DOD assesses
leak detection systems at all Navy
fueling points.

IG blasts Navy on
Red Hill oversight

BY WYATT OLSON
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Russia
and China have for the first time
started conducting joint oper-
ations in the Arctic, dramatical-
ly stepping up their activity in a
part of the world where the U.S.
and Russia share a maritime
boundary, a Coast Guard com-
mander said Thursday.

Vice Adm. Peter Gautier,
deputy commandant for oper-
ations, told lawmakers that the
Coast Guard recently witnessed
the Russian Border Guard and
Chinese Coast Guard conduct-
ing a joint patrol high in the Ber-
ing Sea in a worrying sign of
growing collaboration.

“That’s a first that just tells us
that their Arctic cooperation is
only expanding,” Gautier said
in testimony to a House Trans-
portation and Infrastructure
Committee panel overseeing
the Coast Guard and maritime
transportation.

Last month, the Coast Guard
said it spotted four Russian and
Chinese vessels moving 440
miles southwest of St. Lawrence
Island, a part of Alaska. The two
Chinese vessels were seen at the
“northernmost” point that the

Coast Guard had ever observed
Chinese ships.

China has declared itself a
“near-Arctic state.” But it is
Russia, with one-fifth of its land-
mass north of the Arctic Circle,
that has aggressively moved to
militarize the Arctic and stake a
claim to shipping routes and
energy reserves expected to
open as climate change melts
the region’s ice.

China is increasingly joining
those efforts as the countries
deepen a partnership aimed at
challenging the geopolitical
dominance of the United States.

Gautier said the Coast Guard
is attempting to boost its own
presence in the Arctic, but a
lack of assets, particularly ice-
breaker ships that can navigate
through ice-covered waters, has
put the U.S. at a significant dis-
advantage. 

The U.S. has just two oper-
ational icebreakers: the medi-
um icebreaker USCGC Healy
and the heavy icebreaker
USCGC Polar Star, which is
long past its service life. A sec-
ond heavy icebreaker, USCGC
Polar Sea, has been out of ser-
vice since 2010 due to engine
failure.

Russia, China conduct
joint Arctic operations
BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — Lt.
Gen. Christopher T. Donahue, an
officer with a long history in the
Army’s most elite special oper-
ations units and known for being
the last service member to step
foot out of Afghanistan, was nomi-
nated Friday to serve as the next
head of the Army in Europe.

If confirmed Donahue, who
now serves as the commander of
the XVIII Airborne Corps at Fort
Liberty, would take command of

U.S. Army Europe and Africa at
its headquarters in Wiesbaden,
Germany.

President Joe Biden nominat-
ed Donahue for the top Army post
in Europe as his tenure in the
White House draws to a close. It’s
not clear how soon the Senate will
move to confirm Donahue. Dona-
hue, who will receive a fourth star
if confirmed, would replace Gen.
Darryl Williams, who has led the
Army in Europe for nearly three
years.

In Army circles, Donahue has

been a major figure since enter-
ing the service in 1992 with roles
as an Army Ranger and in the
elite Delta Force. He deployed 20
times, including numerous stints
in Afghanistan, Iraq and else-
where, according to his Army
biography. In 2021, Donahue,
then a major general, also played
a key role in a crisis response ef-
fort to evacuate American citi-
zens out of Afghanistan as condi-
tions there deteriorated. He was
memorably photographed board-
ing a C-17 at night in Kabul, weap-

on in hand, making him the last
servicemember to leave the coun-
try.

He also has recent experience
in Europe. In 2022, Donahue was
part of an 82nd Airborne contin-
gent that arrived in Germany
shortly before Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine. Donahue’s
team was among the first to arrive
in Europe in connection with a
Pentagon push to bolster NATO’s
eastern flank amid concerns
about potential Russian aggres-
sion.

Special ops veteran tapped to head Army in Europe
BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes 
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LIMA, Peru — China’s lead-
er Xi Jinping met for the last
time with President Joe Biden
on Saturday but was already
looking ahead to President-
elect Donald Trump and his
“America first” policies, say-
ing Beijing “is ready to work
with a new U.S. administra-
tion.”

During their talks on the
sidelines of the annual Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation
summit in Peru, Xi cautioned
that a stable China-U.S. rela-

tionship was critical not only to
the two nations, but to the “fu-
ture and destiny of humanity.”

“Make the wise choice,” he
cautioned. “Keep exploring the
right way for two major coun-
tries to get along well with
each other.” 

Without mentioning Trump’s
name, Xi appeared to signal
his concern that the incoming
president’s protectionist rheto-
ric on the campaign trail could
send the U.S.-China relation-
ship into another valley.

“China is ready to work with

a new U.S. administration to
maintain communication, ex-
pand cooperation and manage
differences so as to strive for a
steady transition of the China-
U.S. relationship for the bene-
fit of the two peoples,” Xi said
through an interpreter.

Xi, who is firmly entrenched
atop China’s political hierar-
chy, spoke forcefully in his
brief remarks before report-
ers. Biden, who is winding
down more than 50 years of
public service, talked in broad-
er brushstrokes about where

the relationship between the
two countries has gone. 

He reflected not just on the
past four years, but on the dec-
ades the two have known each
other. 

“We haven’t always agreed,
but our conversations have al-
ways been candid and always
been frank. We’ve never kid-
ded one another,” Biden said.
“These conversations prevent
miscalculations, and they en-
sure the competition between
our two countries will not veer
into conflict.”

China’s Xi meets with Biden while eyeing future
Associated Press

The day after the D.C. National Guard
was deployed to secure a U.S. Capitol dese-
crated by Jan. 6 rioters, a photo of one
Guard member — his tattoos clearly visible
as he emerged shirtless from the Hudson
River after a charity swim — circulated in
an online chat of military and intelligence
officers.

The soldier was well known among the
group as the Fox News host Pete Hegseth.
But in a moment of high national anxiety,
and with the Guard set to protect the Capitol
ahead of Joe Biden’s inauguration, some in
the chat raised concerns about his tattoos.

Travis Akers, then a naval intelligence of-
ficer, told The Washington Post that he
looked further and spotted a close-up image
Hegseth posted of his bicep months earlier
that clearly showed the Latin words “Deus
Vult.” Researching the phrase online, Akers
found that it was a Christian battle cry from
the First Crusade in the Middle Ages: “God

wills it.” Though the phrase remains in use
among some ordinary Christians, especially
Catholics, Akers said his research showed
that it had become popular with the Proud
Boys, Three Percenters and other extre-
mists groups that participated in the siege at
the Capitol.

Akers posted the photos to the app then
known as Twitter, calling the tattoos “white
supremacist symbols” — an interpretation
Hegseth has since forcefully denied. The
tweet was forwarded to the D.C. National
Guard’s head of physical security, Master
Sgt. DeRicko Gaither, who soon warned
commanding general William J. Walker
that the Latin phrase suggested Hegseth
could be an “insider threat.”

As he was about to be deployed, Hegseth
— now President-elect Donald Trump’s
nominee to be defense secretary — received
acall from his superior officer ordering him
to stand down, according to an officer later
briefed on the events as well as Hegseth’s

own accounts in writings and interviews.
Hegseth’s removal from the mission be-

came a seminal moment in his life. He has
cited the episode in asserting that the mil-
itary in which he’d served in two wars
abroad and during riots at home following
the death of George Floyd had become
dangerously “woke.” In his telling, Guard
officials were focused on a cross tattoo on
his chest, not the Latin phrase that records
and interviews show most concerned mili-
tary officials.

Hegseth, who did not respond to messag-
es, wrote in the opening lines of his most re-
cent book, “The War on Warriors,” that he
left the military because of the episode.

“I joined the Army in 2001 because I
wanted to serve my country. Extremists at-
tacked us on 9/11, and we went to war,” Heg-
seth wrote. “Twenty years later, I was
deemed an ‘extremist’ by that very same Ar-
my … the military I loved, I fought for, I re-
vered … spit me out.”

DOD pick left Guard after ‘insider threat’ concerns
The Washington Post

NEW YORK — Health offi-
cials said Saturday that they
have confirmed the first U.S.
case of a new form of mpox first
seen in eastern Congo. 

The person had traveled to
eastern Africa and was treated
in Northern California upon re-
turn, according to the California
Department of Public Health.

Symptoms are improving and
the risk to the public is low. 

The individual was isolating
at home and health workers are
reaching out to close contacts as
a precaution, the state health
department said. 

Mpox is a rare disease caused
by infection with a virus that’s
in the same family as the one
that causes smallpox. It is en-

demic in parts of Africa, where
people have been infected
through bites from rodents or
small animals. Milder symp-
toms can include fever, chills
and body aches. In more serious
cases, people can develop le-
sions on the face, hands, chest
and genitals.

Earlier this year, scientists
reported the emergence of a

new form of mpox in Africa that
was spread through close con-
tact, including through sex. It
was widely transmitted in east-
ern and central Africa. But in
cases that were identified in
travelers outside of the conti-
nent, spread has been very lim-
ited, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

Health officials report first case of new form of mpox
Associated Press 
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BEIRUT — A rare Israeli air-
strike on central Beirut killed
Hezbollah’s chief spokesman on
Sunday, an official with the mili-
tant group said. Earlier, officials
said Israeli strikes killed at least
12 people in the Gaza Strip,
where Israel has been at war
with the Palestinian Hamas for
over a year.

The latest in targeted killings
of senior Hezbollah officials
came as Lebanese officials con-
sidered a United States-led
cease-fire proposal. Israel also
bombed several buildings in Bei-
rut’s southern suburbs, where
Hezbollah has long been head-

quartered, after warning people
to evacuate.

Mohammed Afif, the head of
media relations for Hezbollah,
was killed in a strike on the Arab
socialist Baath Party’s office in
central Beirut, according to a
Hezbollah official who was not
authorized to brief reporters and
spoke on condition of anonymity.

Afif had been especially visi-
ble after all-out war erupted be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah in
September and the killing of
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nas-
rallah in an Israeli airstrike. Last
month, Afif hastily wrapped up a
press conference in Beirut ahead
of Israeli strikes.

There was no Israeli evacua-
tion warning before the strike
near a busy intersection in cen-
tral Beirut. An Associated Press
photographer at the scene saw
four bodies and four wounded
people, but there was no official
word on the toll. People could be
seen fleeing. There was no com-
ment from the Israeli military.

“I was asleep and awoke from
the sound of the strike, and peo-
ple screaming, and cars and gun-
fire,” said Suheil Halabi, a wit-
ness. “I was startled, honestly.
This is the first time I experience
it so close.”

The last Israeli strike in cen-
tral Beirut was on Oct. 10, when

22 people were killed in two loca-
tions.

Hezbollah began firing rock-
ets, missiles and drones into Is-
rael the day after Hamas’ Oct. 7,
2023, attack ignited the war in
Gaza. Israel launched retaliato-
ry airstrikes in Lebanon and the
conflict steadily escalated,
erupting into war in September.
Israeli forces invaded Lebanon
on Oct. 1.

Hezbollah has fired dozens of
projectiles into Israel daily and
expanded their range to central
Israel. The attacks have killed at
least 76 people, including 31 sol-
diers, and caused some 60,000
people to flee. 

Israeli strike kills Hezbollah spokesman
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russia on
Sunday launched a massive
drone and missile attack on Uk-
raine, described by officials as
the largest in recent months, tar-
geting energy infrastructure
and killing civilians. 

The attack came as fears are
mounting about Moscow’s in-
tentions to devastate Ukraine’s
power generation capacity
ahead of the winter. 

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said that Russia had
launched a total of 120 missiles
and 90 drones in a large-scale at-
tack across Ukraine. Various

types of drones were deployed,
he said, including Iranian-made
Shaheds, as well as cruise, bal-
listic and aircraft-launched bal-
listic missiles. 

Ukrainian defenses shot
down 144 out of a total of 210 air
targets, Ukraine’s air force re-
ported later on Sunday. 

“The enemy’s target was our
energy infrastructure through-
out Ukraine. Unfortunately,
there is damage to objects from
hits and falling debris. In Myko-
laiv, as a result of a drone attack,
two people were killed and six
others were injured, including
two children,” Zelenskyy said. 

Two more people were killed
in the Odesa region, where the
attack damaged energy infras-
tructure and disrupted power
and water supplies, said local
Gov. Oleh Kiper. Both victims
were employees of Ukraine’s
state-owned power grid oper-
ator, Ukrenergo, the company
said hours later. 

The combined drone and mis-
sile attack was the most power-
ful in three months, according to
the head of Kyiv’s City Military
Administration, Serhii Popko.

One person was injured after
the roof of a five-story residen-
tial building caught fire in Kyiv’s

historic center, according to
Popko.

Athermal power plant operat-
ed by private energy company
DTEK was “seriously dam-
aged,” the company said.

Russian strikes have ham-
mered Ukraine’s power infras-
tructure since Moscow’s all-out
invasion of its neighbor in Feb-
ruary 2022, prompting repeated
emergency power shutdowns
and nationwide rolling black-
outs. Ukrainian officials have
routinely urged Western allies
to bolster the country’s air de-
fenses to counter assaults and al-
low for repairs.

Russian attacks target infrastructure in Ukraine
Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — A
powerful typhoon wrecked
houses, caused towering tidal
surges and forced hundreds of
thousands of people to flee to
emergency shelters as it cut
across the northern Philippines
on Sunday in the sixth major
storm to hit the country in less
than a month.

Typhoon Man-yi slammed in-
to the eastern island province of

Catanduanes on Saturday night
with sustained winds of up to 125
milesper hour and gusts of up to
149 mph. The country’s weather
agency warned of a “potentially
catastrophic and life-threaten-
ing situation” in provinces along
its path.

There were no immediate re-
ports of casualties from the ty-
phoon, which was forecast to
blow northwestward on Sunday
across northern Luzon, the ar-

chipelago’s most populous re-
gion. The capital region of met-
ropolitan Manila would likely be
spared from a direct hit but was
placed, along with outlying re-
gions, under storm alerts and
warned of dangerous coastal
storm surges.

“The rain was minimal, but
the wind was very strong and
had this eerie howling sound,”
Roberto Monterola, a disaster-
mitigation officer in Catan-

duanes, told The Associated
Press by telephone. “Along a
main boulevard here, the tidal
surges went up to more than 7
meters (23 feet) near the seaside
houses. It looked really scary.”

The entire province of Catan-
duanes had no power after the
typhoon knocked down trees
and electricity posts, and disas-
ter-response teams were check-
ing how many more houses were
damaged.

Typhoon lashes Philippines, causing big tidal surges
Associated Press
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Bear that damaged cars
was person in costume

CA LOS ANGELES —
California has seen

its share of bears breaking into
cars. But bears caught on cam-
era entering luxury cars tipped
off insurers that something
wasn’t quite right.

In what it has dubbed “Oper-
ation Bear Claw,” the California
Insurance Department said
four Los Angeles residents were
arrested last week, accused of
defrauding three insurance
companies out of nearly
$142,000 by claiming a bear had
caused damage to their vehi-
cles.

The group is accused of pro-
viding video footage from the
San Bernardino Mountains in
January of a bear moving inside
a Rolls-Royce and two Mer-
cedes to the insurance compa-
nies as part of their damage
claims, the department said.
Photos provided by the insur-
ance department show what ap-
peared to be scratches on the
seats and doors.

The company viewing video
of the Rolls-Royce suspected it
was not a bear inside, but some-
one in a bear costume.

Detectives found two addi-
tional claims and with two dif-
ferent insurance companies for
the four with the same date of
loss and at the same location.
Similar video was provided of
the “bear” inside the Mercedes
vehicles.

Ban on gender care 
for minors can remain

IN INDIANAPOLIS — An
Indiana law banning

gender-affirming care for mi-
nors can remain in effect, a fed-

eral appeals court has ruled
months after allowing the ban to
take effect.

A panel of judges on the 7th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled 2-1 last week that the law’s
restrictions are within the pur-
view of the Indiana General As-
sembly and do not infringe on
the constitutional rights of
transgender children, their par-
ents or medical providers, The
Times of Northwest Indiana re-
ported.

The ruling follows a February
decision by the Chicago-based
appeals court that allowed the
law to take effect by removing a
temporary injunction that had
blocked the law. The new ruling
vacates that injunction entirely
and definitively authorizes state
officials to enforce the law.

Bodyless head washes
ashore near Miami

FL KEY BISCAYNE —
Homicide detectives

were investigating how a body-
less head washed ashore on a
South Florida beach.

The man’s head was found
last week by a beach worker in
Key Biscayne, the barrier is-
land just off Miami.

“There was no body attached
to the head,” Miami-Dade Po-
lice Department Detective
Andre Martin said.

Detectives were awaiting re-
sults from the medical examin-
er, hoping that would lead to the
identification of the man.

Remains from bombing
found at museum

PA PHILADELPHIA —
Additional human

remains from a 1985 police
bombing on the headquarters of

a Black liberation group in Phi-
ladelphia have been found at the
University of Pennsylvania.

The remains are believed to
be those of 12-year-old Delisha
Africa, one of five children and
six adults killed when police
bombed the MOVE organiza-
tion’s headquarters, causing a
fire that spread to dozens of row
homes. The violent confronta-
tion, a rare bombing of Ameri-
can citizens by U.S. civilian au-
thorities, led to lawsuits but no
criminal charges against police
or city officials.

The remains were discovered
during a comprehensive inven-
tory that the Penn Museum con-
ducted to prepare thousands of
artifacts, some dating back
more than a century, to be
moved into upgraded storage
facilities.

MOVE members, led by foun-
der John Africa, practiced a
lifestyle that shunned modern
conveniences, preached equal
rights for animals and rejected
government authority. The
group clashed with police and
many of their practices drew
complaints from neighbors.

Euthanized star squirrel
did not have rabies

NY PINE CITY — Pea-
nut, the social media

star squirrel at the center of a
national furor after it was seized
from its owner in upstate New
York and euthanized, has tested
negative for rabies, a county of-
ficial said.

The state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation took
the squirrel and a raccoon
named Fred on Oct. 30 from
Mark Longo’s home and animal
sanctuary in rural Pine City,
near the Pennsylvania border.

The agency said it had received
complaints that wildlife was be-
ing kept illegally and potentially
unsafely, but officials have
faced a barrage of criticism for
the seizure. Government work-
ers said they have since faced
violent threats.

The DEC and the Chemung
County officials have said the
squirrel and raccoon were eu-
thanized so they could be tested
for rabies after Peanut bit a
DEC worker involved in the in-
vestigation. 

Chemung County Executive
Chris Moss said tests on the two
animals came back negative
during a news conference de-
tailing the county’s role in the
incident. 

Longo has said he was in the
process of filing paperwork to
get Peanut certified as an edu-
cational animal when he was
seized.

Seattle man charged 
in sidewalk stabbings

WA SEATTLE — A 37-
year-old Seattle

man was charged Thursday
with five counts of assault in the
random stabbings of five people
in broad daylight last week, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

Roland Jerome Lee is ac-
cused of stabbing five people as
they stood on the sidewalk in
Seattle’s Chinatown-Interna-
tional District. He faces four
first-degree assault charges and
one count of fourth-degree as-
sault. Lee is being held on a $2
million bail.

Four of the victims were tak-
en to Harborview Medical Cen-
ter in critical condition, and one
victim was treated at the scene
and released.

— From wire reports
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PROVO, Utah — Jalon Da-
niels threw for 169 yards, Dylan
Neal ran for two touchdowns
and Kansas upset No. 7 BYU 17-
13 on Saturday night to hand the
Cougars their first loss of the
season.

The Jayhawks (4-6, 3-4 Big
12) beat ranked opponents in
back-to-back weeks for the first
time in school history and im-
proved to 3-0 against the Cou-
gars. Neal surpassed 4,000
yards rushing in his career, fin-
ishing with 52 yards on the
ground. 

The victory kept alive hopes
of Kansas qualifying for a bowl
game for a third consecutive
season following a 1-5 start.

“I feel like our team has al-
ways done a great job being able
to stay the course,” Daniels said.
“I feel like a big staple within
our program is being able to
trust the process.”

Jake Retzlaff threw for 192
yards for BYU (9-1, 6-1, No. 6
College Football Playoffs). LJ
Martin ran for 76 yards for the
Cougars, who were held to a
field goal in the second half.

BYU totaled 354 yards but
went 2-for-4 in the red zone and
came away with no touchdowns
on its four drives inside the 20.

“They had a really good game
plan,” BYU coach Kalani Sitake
said. “Looking at the stats, we
just didn’t make enough plays
and (made) way too many mis-
takes to come out with the victo-
ry.” 

Trailing 13-10 entering the fi-
nal quarter, Kansas went ahead
on Neal’s 3-yard run.

Daniels quick-kicked on
fourth-and-14 when the drive
stalled at BYU’s 36. His kick de-
flected off Evan Johnson’s hel-
met and when Jakob Robinson
dove to secure it, the ball squirt-
ed out of his arms. Quentin Skin-
ner pounced on the loose ball at
the 3 to set up the go-ahead
score.

“We found a way this time,”
Kansas coach Lance Leipold

said.
BYU drove to the Kansas 15

with two minutes left. The Cou-
gars stalled on offense coming
out of the two-minute timeout.
They gained four total yards on
three straight runs and a false
start penalty backed them up to
the 16. BYU turned it over on
downs with 46 seconds left
when Chase Roberts was tack-
led 3 yards short of a first down.

“We had all the confidence in
the world in our defense to be
able to go out there and make a
stop,” Daniels said.

Kansas took a 7-0 lead on its
opening drive following Neal’s
7-yard burst up the middle.
BYU went ahead 10-7 in the sec-
ond quarter on a 30-yard strike
along the sideline from Retzlaff
to Hinckley Ropati. 

The Cougars had a chance at
another go-ahead score before
halftime when they drove 70
yards over a minute down to
Kansas 5. Mello Dotson inter-
cepted Retzlaff in the end zone
on a fade route to keep BYU
from putting another touch-
down on the board.

“We can’t score in the red
zone,” Roberts said. “I feel like
we struggled a little bit in prac-
tice this week in the red zone,
and it carries over. You got to
lock in. You got to be prepared
when you come out and play a
good team like Kansas.”

No. 1 Oregon 16, Wisconsin
13: Atticus Sappington broke a
tie with a 24-yard field goal with
2:36 remaining and the visiting
Ducks rallied in the fourth quar-
ter to beat the Badgers.

Jordan James rushed for 115
yards and a tying touchdown on
22 carries to help Oregon (11-0,
8-0 Big Ten) win its first 11
games for the second time in
school history. The Ducks also
won their first 11 games in 2010
and went on to reach the BCS
championship game before los-
ing to Cam Newton-led Auburn.

Tawee Walker rushed for 97
yards on 20 carries for Wiscon-
sin (5-5, 3-4) in its third straight

loss. The Badgers fell to 2-15 in
their last 17 games against Top
25 teams, going 0-6 in Luke
Fickell’s two-year coaching ten-
ure.

Oregon won by outscoring
Wisconsin 10-0 in the fourth
quarter. The Ducks also erased
fourth-quarter deficits in victo-
ries over Boise State and Ohio
State this season.

No. 11 Georgia 31, No. 6
Tennessee 17: Carson Beck si-
lenced his critics by throwing
for two touchdowns and run-
ning for another on a raucous
Saturday night between the
hedges, leading the host Bulldo-
ga a victory that gave a huge
boost to their College Football
Playoff hopes.

Georgia (8-2, 6-2 Southeas-
tern Conference, No. 12 CFP)
bounced back from a 28-10 loss
at Ole Miss that left the Bulldogs
just outside the provisional 12-
team postseason field.

Now, they are positioned for a
likely playoff berth — and a shot
at winning their third national
title in four years — if they can
close out the regular season
with wins over UMass and
Georgia Tech.

Tennessee (8-2, 5-2, No. 7
CFP) could have moved a big
step closer to a berth in the SEC
championship game, but the
Vols’ postseason prospects are
now a whole lot murkier after
what had all the makings of a
playoff elimination game.

No. 13 Boise St. 42, San
Jose St. 21: Ashton Jeanty ran
for 159 yards and three touch-
downs to set a school record for
yards rushing in a season, and
the visiting Broncos beat the
Spartans for their eighth
straight win.

Boise State (9-1, 6-0 Mountain
West Conference) had a chance
to clinch a spot in the Mountain
West Conference championship
game if UNLV lost to San Diego
State, but the Rebels beat the
Aztecs 41-20 later Saturday.

The Broncos, whose only loss

was to top-ranked Oregon, re-
main on track for a spot in the
College Football Playoff if they
win the conference title.

Jeanty’s 36-yard touchdown
run gave the Broncos their first
lead early in the fourth quarter
at 28-21. After forcing a punt,
Boise State took over with under
nine minutes left and drained
more than six minutes off the
clock before Jeanty capped a 12-
play, 89-yard drive with his
third score.

On the next possession, Da-
von Banks returned an inter-
ception 70 yards for a touch-
down that sealed it.

No. 14 SMU 38, Boston Col-
lege 28: Kevin Jennings threw
for 298 yards and three touch-
downs, Brashard Smith ran for
120 yards with a score and the
host Mustangs moved closer to
making the Atlantic Coast Con-
ference championship game in
their league debut with a victory
over the Eagles.

Jennings was 24-for-35 pass-
ing and his 38-yard TD to Jor-
dan Hudson, who caught the
ball in stride behind the second-
ary inside the 5, put SMU (9-1,
6-0 ACC) ahead to stay with 8:52
left in the third quarter as it won
its seventh game in a row.
Smith’s run for the 2-point con-
version made it 28-21.

SMU is the only ACC team
without a league loss. The ACC
champion is guaranteed a spot
in the expanded 12-team Col-
lege Football Playoff.

No. 18 Colorado 49, Utah
24: Shedeur Sanders overcame
a shaky start to throw three
touchdown passes, LaJohntay
Wester returned a punt 76 yards
for a score and the host Buffa-
loes pulled away late to beat the
Utes.

Winners of four straight, Col-
orado (8-2, 6-1 Big 12, No. 17
CFP ) remains in the driver’s
seat for an appearance in the
conference title game and pos-
sibly a spot in the College Foot-
ball Playoff.

Kansas hands No. 7 BYU first defeat
Associated Press
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NEW YORK — Jon Jones had
just knocked the breath out of
the heavyweight challenger he
pummeled into retirement
when UFC’s greatest fighter
broke out a herky-jerky dance
inside the cage and dedicated
the groove to President-elect
Donald Trump. 

As a defeated Stipe Miocic
tried to recover on all fours,
Jones played to the packed
crowd on top of the cage, and
even had a gift for his favorite
fan in the front row — Trump
for a few moments clutched the
UFC heavyweight title.

Jones and Trump shook
hands and capped a fight night
charged with politics as much
as punches inside a raucous Ma-
dison Square Garden where
“USA!” chants echoed through
the arena.

“I’m proud to be a great
American champion,” Jones
said inside the cage.

Jones finished Miocic in the
fight — and for good — with a
stunning spinning back kick to

the ribs and used a series of
blows to the head in the third
round to get the TKO win and
retain the UFC heavyweight
championship in front of Trump
and a slew of potential adminis-
tration members that helped fill
the Garden.

Jones dominated at UFC’s
fourth-highest grossing event of
all time — topping $16.6 million
— with Elon Musk, picked by
Trump to lead a new Depart-
ment of Government Efficien-
cy, and Robert Kennedy Jr.,
Trump’s choice to lead the De-
partment of Health and Human
Services in his incoming admin-
istration, also in the house.

“I want to say a big, big thank
you to President Donald Trump
for being here tonight,” Jones
said to a roaring ovation that
bled into a “USA! USA!” chant.

Hours earlier, Trump walked
out to a rousing ovation in front
of 20,200 fans just before the
start of the pay-per-view card
and seemed to bask in the thrill
of the fighters who throughout
the night gave him props — in-

cluding Jones.
Widely considered the best

fighter in the world, Jones (28-
1-0; 1 NC) was the aggressor
from the start and landed a se-
ries of shots to Miocic’s head in
the first round. Jones bloodied
Miocic under his right eye and
showed he had plenty of fight
left in the tank.

British heavyweight Tom As-
pinall looms as the next challen-
ger for Jones. Aspinall won a
fight for the interim heavy-
weight title last November in
the Garden. UFC CEO Dana
White had promised Aspinall,
who chatted with Arizona Car-
dinals quarterback Kyler Mur-
ray, would challenge the winner
of the main event in a unifica-
tion bout.

“As far as my future in the oc-
tagon, I decided that maybe I
will not retire,” Jones said. “I
know that we have options.”

The 42-year-old Miocic (20-5)
failed in his bid to win the
heavyweight crown for a third
time, and the Ohio firefighter
who fought for the first time

since March 2021 immediately
announced his retirement.

“I’m done,” Miocic said. “I’m
hanging ‘em up. I’m retiring.
Thank God.”

In a lightweight bout that
made every fan from Kid Rock
to Jordan Knight to Anthony
Kiedis go wild at the finish in the
fifth round, Charles Oliveira
beat Michael Chandler via
unanimous decision. The fight
was a rematch of their May 2021
fight when Oliveira topped
Chandler to win the lightweight
title. Oliveira staked his claim to
another title fight with the win.

The fifth round was about as
good as it gets inside the octa-
gon, highlighted by Chandler
dropping Oliveira twice on his
back. The 38-year-old Chandler
stepped inside the cage for the
first time in two years, in large
part because he waited for a
fight with Conor McGregor that
never materialized.

McGregor has been sued by a
woman who accused him of sex-
ually assaulting her in a Dublin
hotel in 2018.

Jones TKOs Miocic, keeps UFC title
Associated Press

BOSTON — Jayson Tatum hit
a3-pointer at the buzzer in over-
time as the Boston Celtics ral-
lied to beat the Toronto Raptors
126-123 on Saturday night. 

Tatum finished with 24 points
and 11 rebounds. Jaylen Brown
added 27 points. Al Horford and
Derrick White scored 18 points
apiece for Boston.  

Toronto has lost seven
straight and failed to register its
first road win of the season de-
spite getting a career-high 35
points from Jakob Poeltl, who
also had 12 rebounds. RJ Bar-
rett added 25 points and 10 re-
bounds. 

Hornets 115, Bucks 114:La-
Melo Ball scored 19 of his 26
points in the second half, and
host Charlotte overcame Gian-

nis Antetokounmpo’s first tri-
ple-double of the season to beat
Milwaukee.

Antetokounmpo had a chance
to win it at the buzzer, but his
foul-line jumper rimmed out.

Miles Bridges returned from
a three-game absence and
scored 19 points, while Moussa
Diabate added 12 points and 14
rebounds off the bench for the
Hornets.

Taurean Price scored 23 for
the Bucks, while Antetokounm-
po finished with 22, 15 rebounds
and 12 assists. Bobby Portis had
21 points.

Lakers 104, Pelicans 99:
Anthony Davis had 31 points
and 14 rebounds and Los An-
geles extended its winning
streak to five games with a vic-
tory at New Orleans.

LeBron James highlighted a
21-point performance with a
pair of pivotal 3-pointers in the
final minutes, but his career-
long four-game triple-double
streak came to an end.

Rookie Dalton Knecht hit five
3s and scored a career-high 27
in a spot start for the Lakers.

Brandon Ingram scored 32
points, and reserve Jaylen No-
well scored 16 for the Pelicans,
who’ve lost 10 of their last 12
games.

Mavericks 110, Spurs 93:
Kyrie Irving and Daniel Gaf-
ford scored 22 points apiece as
Dallas snapped a four-game los-
ing streak with a win over visit-
ing San Antonio, which played
without star center Victor
Wembanyama.

The 7-foot-3 Wembanyama,

last season’s unanimous selec-
tion as NBA Rookie of the Year,
was sidelined with a bruised
right knee and is day to day. He
got hurt during a home loss to
the Los Angeles Lakers on Fri-
day night.

Kings 121, Jazz 117: After
scoring 60 points in a losing ef-
fort the night before, De’Aaron
Fox scored 49 points to lead Sac-
ramento to a win over visiting
Utah.

Fox went 16 of 30 from the
field and made 14 of 19 from the
free-throw line, and he also add-
ed nine assists and two steals.
Fox now has the most points
over a two-game span in fran-
chise history, surpassing De-
Marcus Cousins.

Lauri Markkanen had 25
points for Utah.

Tatum’s 3 at OT buzzer lifts Celtics over Raptors 
Associated Press 
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BOSTON — Brayden Schenn
scored 2:53 into overtime and
the St. Louis Blues beat the Bos-
ton Bruins 3-2 on Saturday to
halt a four-game losing streak.

St. Louis native Trent Freder-
ic had both goals for Boston,
which is 2-1-2 in its past five
games.

With the Bruins clinging to a
2-1 lead, Nathan Walker con-
verted a feed in front to tie it mid-
way in the third period.

The Blues had grabbed a 1-0
edge on Radek Faksa’s goal 6:25
into the game before the 26-
year-old Frederic scored twice
in under three minutes.

Kraken 3, Islanders 2: Jamie
Oleksiak scored the tiebreaking
goal with 3:13 left, and host Seat-
tle beat New York for their
fourth straight win.

Yanni Gourde and Jared
McCann also scored for the Kra-
ken, and Brandon Tanev had
two assists. Joey Daccord
stopped 22 shots.

Maple Leafs 4, Oilers 3 (OT):
Mitch Marner scored 40 sec-
onds into overtime to give host
Toronto a victory over Edmon-
ton.

The Oilers lost defenseman

Darnell Nurse in the second pe-
riod after he was bloodied on a
hit to the head from Ryan
Reaves.

Canadiens 5, Blue Jackets 1:
Nick Suzuki’s second-period
goal held up as the winner in host
Montreal’s victory over Colum-
bus.

Mike Matheson, Lucas Con-
dotta, Jake Evans and Josh An-
derson also scored as the Cana-
diens won the second of their last
three games after a six-game
losing skid.

Lightning 4, Devils 0: Andrei
Vasilevskiy made 29 saves for
his 36th career shutout to help
host Tampa Bay beat New Jer-
sey.

Vasilevskiy had his second
shutout of the season. He was at
his best midway through the
second period, robbing Jesper
Bratt and Nico Hischier after
each was left alone in front of the
net.

Panthers 5, Jets 0:Sergei Bo-
brovsky stopped 27 shots for his
45th career shutout, Aleksander
Barkov had a short-handed goal
and two assists, and host Florida
beat NHL-leading Winnipeg.

Sam Reinhart had three as-
sists for the Panthers, who

snapped a two-game slide.
Mackie Samoskevich, Evan Ro-
drigues, Nate Schmidt and Dmi-
try Kulikov also scored for the
Atlantic Division leaders.

Flyers 5, Sabres 2: Travis
Konecny had two goals and an
assist, heralded rookie Matvei
Michkov added a pair of assists
and host Philadelphia defeated
Buffalo.

Travis Sanheim and Egor
Zamula each had a goal and an
assist and Tyson Foerster also
scored for the Flyers, who have
won three in a row and four of
five.

Penguins 4, Sharks 3 (SO):
Evgeni Malkin scored the decid-
ing goal in the shootout and host
Pittsburgh beat San Jose.

Sidney Crosby and Anthony
Beauvillier also scored for the
Penguins in the shootout.

Hurricanes 4, Senators 0:
Carolina’s Spencer Martin rec-
orded his first career shutout
and made 24 saves as the host
Hurricanes beat Ottawa.

Martin, in just his second start
of the season and his first home
appearance, made 11 of his saves
in the third period.

Stars 2, Wild 1: Mason
Marchment scored twice, Ilya

Lyubushkin had two assists, and
visiting Dallas continued its re-
cent domination of Minnesota
with a win.

Jake Oettinger made 22 saves
for the Stars, who are 8-0-3 in
their last 11 regular season
games against the Wild. In the
past seven meetings between
the division foes, Dallas is 6-0-1,
outscoring Minnesota 30-9.

Kings 4, Red Wings 1: Mikey
Anderson and Tanner Jeannot
scored 22 seconds apart in the
first period, Adrian Kempe
scored twice in the third, and
host Los Angeles beat Detroit.

Anderson got his third goal of
the season with 1:55 left in the
first, and Jeannot followed it up
by scoring in his return from a
three-game suspension for an il-
legal check to Canucks forward
Brock Boeser on Nov. 7.

Canucks 4, Blackhawks 1:
Erik Brannstrom scored the go-
ahead goal early in the third pe-
riod and host Vancouver added a
pair of late empty-netters in a
victory over Chicago.

Elias Pettersson scored in the
second period and J.T. Miller
and Quinn Hughes both put the
puck into an empty net. Arturs
Silovs made 28 saves.

Schenn, Blues top Bruins to stop 4-game skid
Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Tyrese
Proctor scored 15 points and
No. 6 Duke bounced back from
its first loss of the season with
an 86-35 victory over Wofford
on Saturday, when the Blue
Devils allowed their fewest
points since 1960.

Duke (3-1), which was com-
ing off a 77-72 loss to No. 19
Kentucky in the Champions
Classic, led by as many as 51
points in their most lopsided
victory of the season.

Isaiah Evans contributed 14
points, Caleb Foster had 13 and
Khaman Maluach added 11.

The Blue Devils opened a
39-point lead in the first half

and held the Terriers to 24.6%
shooting for the game. Wofford
(1-3) went more than six min-
utes without scoring in the first
half as Duke rolled into the
break up 51-14.

Kyler Filewich and Corey
Tripp scored 12 apiece for the
Terriers.

No. 1 Kansas 78, Oakland
57: AJ Storr had a season-high
16 points off the bench and
three starters also reached
double figures as the No. 1 Jay-
hawks easily handled visiting
Oakland.

KJ Adams scored 10 of his 12
points in the first half, Rylan
Griffen added 11 and Hunter
Dickinson finished with 10.

Dickinson led Kansas with
nine rebounds.

No. 14 Creighton 79, Kan-
sas City 56: Freshman Jack-
son McAndrew scored 15
points off the bench and Ryan
Kalkbrenner had 14 points and
12 rebounds to lead the No. 14
Bluejays past the Kangaroos.

Isaac Traudt scored 13
points, Steven Ashworth added
11 and Arizona State transfer
Jamiya Neal had his first dou-
ble-double for Creighton with
11 points and 11 rebounds.

No. 16 Indiana 87, South
Carolina 71: Myles Rice
scored 17 of his 23 points in the
first half and the No. 16 Hoo-
siers defeated the visiting

Gamecocks.
Rice, a Washington State

transfer, hit 7 of 10 shots in-
cluding 3 of 4 from 3-point
range and all six foul shots. In-
diana (3-0) was never seriously
threatened in the second half,
its smallest lead being eight
points with 1:19 remaining.

No. 25 Mississippi 84, Col-
orado State 69: Jaylen Mur-
ray scored 16 points and the
No. 25 Rebels beat the Rams in
a neutral site game at Landers
Center just northwest of Ole
Miss.

Mikeal Brown-Jones scored
14 points for the Rebels (4-0),
while Malik Dia and Dre Davis
added 11 points apiece.

No. 6 Duke obliterates Wofford, rebounds after first loss
Associated Press
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