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WASHINGTON — Two Navy
destroyers near the Red Sea
fended off more than a dozen
drones and missiles launched at
the ships Monday by Iran-
backed Houthi rebels in Yemen,
Pentagon officials said.

The USS Stockdale and USS
Spruance were attacked by at
least eight drones and eight mis-
siles while transiting the Bab el
Mandeb Strait, a narrow water-
way between the Red Sea and the
Gulf of Aden. The strait is be-
tween Yemen and the Horn of
Africa and ships move roughly $1
trillion in goods through it in a
year.

The one-way attack drones
and anti-ship cruise and ballistic
missiles were “successfully re-
pelled,” Air Force Maj. Gen. Pat
Ryder, the top Pentagon spokes-
man, said Tuesday.

No service members were in-
jured and neither destroyer was
damaged, he said.

“[U.S. Central Command]
forces retain the inherent right of
self-defense, and as I highlighted
earlier, will take appropriate
steps to protect our personnel,”
Ryder said.

Earlier Tuesday, Houthi mili-
tants claimed on social media to
have attacked both destroyers, as
well as the aircraft carrier USS
Abraham Lincoln. The Pentagon

denies the Lincoln was attacked.
“Based on the information I

have, it was not attacked — con-
trary to some of the allegations,
should I say, by the Houthis,”
Ryder said.

The attacks were carried out
about two days after the U.S.
struck multiple Houthi facilities
in Yemen used to store weapons.
The weapons housed at the sites,
Ryder said, were used to target
military and civilian ships navi-
gating international waters in the
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.

The operation, conducted Sat-
urday and Sunday, involved Air
Force and Navy assets, including
F-35C fighter jets.

On Tuesday, U.S. Central

Command, which oversees mili-
tary operations in the Middle
East, shared a video of an F-35C
jet taking off from the Lincoln in
support of an attack against the
Houthis.

The Stockdale and the
Spruance are part of the USS
Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike
Group.

The Lincoln and its strike
group deployed July 11 from its
homeport of Naval Base San Die-
go for what was intended to be a
Pacific tour, but the carrier’s
strike group was directed to the
Middle East in late August.

The strike group is expected to
leave the region in the coming
months.

2 Navy destroyers repel Houthi attacks 
BY CAITLYN BURCHETT
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President-elect Donald
Trump’s selection of Fox News
host Pete Hegseth as his nominee
for defense secretary would
place atop the Pentagon a com-
bat veteran and political ally who
has assailed the military as inef-
fective and “woke,” mused about
firing the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and blasted the
top brass as having failed to safe-
guard American strength.

Hegseth’s nomination sug-
gests a coming battle over social
and personnel issues within the
armed forces, historically one of
the nation’s most diverse institu-
tions. He has been among
Trump’s most high-profile sup-
porters to champion the cause of
rolling back initiatives designed
to promote diversity.

Throughout his campaign,
Trump made a distinction be-
tween fighting generals and
“woke” generals, vowing to fire
the latter. Asked in a podcast in-
terview with the “Shawn Ryan

Show” published last week what
he would do, Hegseth set a tone
that looks ominous for senior
Pentagon officials.

“First of all, you’ve got to fire
the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs,” Hegseth said, referring
to Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr.
“Any general, any admiral, what-
ever,” who was involved in diver-
sity, equity and inclusion pro-
grams or “woke s—” has “got to
go,” Hegseth said.

His nomination represents a
major victory for Donald Trump
Jr., who has lobbied for the inclu-
sion of more unorthodox candi-
dates, such as Vice President-
elect JD Vance and biotech en-
trepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy,
against the wishes of establish-
ment Republicans who favored
filling key administration roles
with those they see as more tradi-
tional choices, such as former
secretary of state Mike Pompeo.

The breakneck speed of the
Hegseth nomination also under-
scores the value Trump places on

TV personalities who have used
their platform to promote his
agenda.

On Thursday, the president-
elect called Hegseth and asked
whether he was interested in be-
coming the next defense secreta-
ry, said a person familiar with the
conversations who, like others,
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity to discuss personnel
meetings. Hegseth immediately
said “yes,” which then triggered
Trump’s team to begin the for-
mal vetting process, this person
said.

In last week’s podcast inter-
view with Ryan, a Navy SEAL
veteran, Hegseth said he was one
of two finalists to lead the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs when
Trump took office in 2017, but the
president found him to be “a little
young” then to do the job.

Nevertheless, during Trump’s
first term, Hegseth proved valu-
able to the president by promot-
ing pieces of legislation he cared
about on his show “Fox & Friends

Weekend,” including the VA-fo-
cused Mission Act and the Ac-
countability Act. The show’s
weekend schedule and four-hour
time slot fit Trump’s viewing
habits, and he appeared on the
show multiple times.

In his statement announcing
the nomination, Trump cited a
book that Hegseth wrote — “War
on Warriors: Behind the Be-
trayal of the Men Who Keep Us
Free” — and its treatment of
what the president-elect said was
a “left-wing betrayal of our war-
riors, and how we must return
our military to meritocracy, le-
thality, accountability, and ex-
cellence.”

The Princeton- and Harvard-
educated Hegseth, who served
as an Army infantryman in Iraq
and Afghanistan as a member of
the Minnesota National Guard,
also played a role in episodes that
roiled the Pentagon and involved
Trump’s defiance of military
norms during his first term in of-
fice.

Trump’s pick for defense to target ‘woke’ Pentagon
The Washington Post
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BOSTON — Jack Teixeira, the
Massachusetts Air National
Guard member responsible for a
sprawling leak of classified infor-
mation, was sentenced Tuesday
to 15 years in prison in a case that
shook the U.S. national security
community and exposed the ease
with which government secrets
can spread online.

Teixeira arrived in U.S. Dis-
trict Court here with a buzz cut
and wearing an orange jumpsuit,
appearing before Judge Indira
Talwani after pleading guilty in
March to six federal charges, in-
cluding the willful retention and
transmission of national defense
information that the U.S. govern-
ment classified as top secret.
Teixeira, who turns 23 next
month, had asked for a prison sen-
tence of 11 years; prosecutors
sought a sentence of nearly 17.

Teixeira was an information
technology specialist at Joint
Base Cape Cod in Massachusetts
when he smuggled out images of
hundreds of classified documents
and posted them on Discord, a
chat platform popular with video
gamers. Those materials re-
vealed government assessments
of the war in Ukraine, plotting by
terrorist groups and espionage ef-
forts by China against the United
States and its allies, endangering
American personnel overseas,
prosecutors emphasized, while
rattling Washington’s relation-
ships with several foreign capi-
tals.

Participants in the Discord
group described Teixeira as a
charismatic gun enthusiast who
initially posted detailed informa-
tion about current events before
sharing the classified documents
themselves. From Discord, some

of the materials made their way
onto more mainstream social
media platforms, prompting a
criminal investigation in April
2023 and a separate Air Force re-
view. Teixeira has been in custo-
dy since his arrest that month.

Teixeira enlisted in September
2019 and received his security
clearance in 2021. In January
2022, he began divulging govern-
ment secrets online, authorities
said. Shortly before his arrest in
April 2023, they said, he attempt-
ed to cover up his actions, destroy-
ing electronic devices, deleting
online accounts, and telling on-
line friends to do the same.

Military officials disciplined at
least 15 people after finding that a
“lack of supervision” and a “cul-
ture of complacency” had permit-
ted Teixeira to sneak photo-
graphs of classified information
out of his workplace despite col-

leagues having raised concerns
after he was observed looking up
government secrets to which his
military job did not require ac-
cess.

Teixeira’s civilian lawyers,
along with Teixeira’s family, had
appealed to the judge for lenien-
cy, revealing in documents filed
in federal court in October that
the airman was autistic and alleg-
ing he was the target of bullying
while in high school and within his
military unit, the 102nd Intelli-
gence Wing.

The judge told Teixeira that it
appeared his autism “has affect-
ed your ability to make friend-
ships and to understand other
people’s hurts.” She voiced skep-
ticism about the bullying allega-
tions, noting the Air Force disci-
plined people for not doing more
to take steps “that might have
stopped him from doing this.”

Discord leaker Teixeira get 15 years
The Washington Post

Australia, already in partner-
ship with the Pentagon on several
fronts, would welcome an even
larger U.S. presence under Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump, Aus-
tralian defense experts said
Wednesday.

The U.S. has sent growing
numbers of troops Down Under
since 250 Marines kicked off an-
nual rotations to the country’s
northern port of Darwin in 2012. 

The force, which operates in
Australia from April to October,
has grown to over 2,000.

Australian security research-
ers predict the U.S. under Trump
will accelerate its growing mili-
tary presence in their country as it
seeks to deter China and disperse
its forces to make them less sus-
ceptible to enemy missiles. 

The Trump administration will
seek to ramp up the size of the Ma-
rine rotational force several fold,
Australian defense researcher
Allan Orr said Tuesday.

“Likely at least 10,000 Marines
and likely permanent if they get
their way,” he said.

Mike Green, chief of the United
States Studies Centre in Sydney,
told The Australian in a Nov. 7 re-
port that ramped-up American
deployments to Australia would
be part of a bipartisan plan for a
more distributed military posture
in the region.

“They’re going to come in on
day one and want to accelerate co-
operation with Australia on de-
fence,” he told the newspaper. “If
there is an issue, frankly, it’s that
the (Australian) government is
going to come under pressure to
spend more on defence.”

Experts see more US troops
in Australia under Trump

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes KYIV, Ukraine — The Biden

administration is determined in
its final months to help ensure
that Ukraine can keep fighting
off Russia’s invasion next year,
sending it as much aid as possi-
ble so that it might hold Russian
forces at bay and possess a
strong hand in any potential
peace negotiations, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken said
Wednesday.

“President Biden has com-
mitted to making sure that every
dollar we have at our disposal
will be pushed out the door be-
tween now and Jan. 20,” when
President-elect Donald Trump
is due to be sworn in, Blinken
said.

NATO countries must focus
their efforts on “ensuring that
Ukraine has the money, muni-

tions and mobilized forces to
fight effectively in 2025, or to be
able to negotiate a peace from a
position of strength,” Blinken
said during a visit to Brussels.

The U.S. will “adapt and ad-
just” with the latest equipment it
is sending, Blinken said, without
providing details.

Political uncertainty over how
a U.S. administration under
Trump will change Washing-
ton’s policy on the war is a key
new factor in the conflict. U.S.
military aid is vital for Ukraine,
but Trump has signaled that he
doesn’t want to keep giving tens
of billions of dollars to Kyiv.

Air raid warnings blared for
hours as Russia targeted eight
regions of Ukraine on Wednes-
day, firing six ballistic and
cruise missiles and 90 drones,
the Ukrainian air force said. 

Lame-duck Biden getting
‘every dollar’ to Ukraine

Associated Press
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WASHINGTON — Donald
Trump made a victor’s return to
Washington on Wednesday, vis-
iting the White House for an
Oval Office meeting with Dem-
ocratic President Joe Biden and
committing to a smooth transi-
tion of power as the Republican
president-elect moves quickly
to build out his new administra-
tion.

“Donald, congratulations,”
Biden said, greeting Trump
with a handshake and adding
that he looked “forward to a
smooth transition.”

Trump made a similar pledge
and expressed thanks to Biden
for the invitation — one that
Trump himself had not extend-
ed to Biden after losing the 2020
election. 

“Thank you very much,”
Trump said. “Politics is tough.
And it’s, in many cases, not a ve-
ry nice world. But it is a nice
world today and I appreciate it
very much.”

Trump, flying from Florida,
arrived at a military base near
the Capitol, meeting up with bil-
lionaire Elon Musk for a morn-
ing session with House Republi-
cans as Trump prepares for a
potentially unified Republican
government and sweep of pow-
er.

Back in Washington for the
first time since his election vic-
tory, Trump told the GOP law-
makers, “It’s nice to win.” 

Trump received a standing
ovation from House Republi-
cans, many of whom took cell-
phone videos of him as he ran
through their party’s victories
up and down the ballot, in what
would be, under the constitu-
tional limits, his final presiden-
tial election.

“I suspect I won’t be running
again unless you say he’s good
we got to figure something
else,” Trump said to laughter
from the lawmakers.

It’s a stunning return to the
U.S. seat of government for the
former president, who departed
nearly four years ago a dimin-
ished, politically defeated lead-
er after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack
on the Capitol but is preparing
to come back to power with
what he and his GOP allies see
as a mandate for governance.

“He is the comeback king,”
said House Speaker Mike John-
son, R-La., before Trump’s ar-
rival. “We owe him a great debt
of gratitude.” 

The private meetings, includ-
ing his sit-down with Biden, put
in stark relief the former presi-
dent’s comeback. Trump’s ree-
mergence comes amid Republi-
can congressional leadership
elections, with the potential for
him to place his imprint on the
outcome.

Trump endorsed Johnson’s
return to the speaker’s office
with the president-elect saying
he is with Johnson all the way,
according to a person familiar
with the remarks but not autho-
rized to publicly discuss the pri-
vate meeting.

After his election win in 2016,
Trump met with President Ba-
rack Obama in the Oval Office
and called it “a great honor.” 

But he soon was back to heap-
ing insults on Obama, including
accusing his predecessor —
without evidence — of having
wire-tapped him during the
2016 campaign. 

Four years later, Trump dis-
puted his election loss to Biden,
and he has continued to lie
about widespread voter fraud
that did not occur. 

He didn’t invite Biden, then
the president-elect, to the White
House and he left Washington
without attending Biden’s in-
auguration. 

It was the first time that had
happened since Andrew John-
son skipped Ulysses S. Grant’s
swearing-in 155 years ago. 

Trump visits Biden,
vows easy transition

Associated Press 

In a move that further signals
Donald Trump’s commitment
to enforce stringent controls on
illegal immigration, the presi-
dent-elect confirmed Tuesday
he planned to appoint South Da-
kota Gov. Kristi Noem as secre-
tary of the Department of
Homeland Security.

Trump has already signaled
he will tap Stephen Miller and
Tom Homan, two longtime al-
lies with a track record of push-
ing for mass deportations and
extreme clampdowns on immi-
grants, to serve senior roles as
deputy chief of staff for policy
and “border czar.”

Noem, 52, a Trump loyalist
who has offered firm backing
for the GOP leader’s promise to
carry out mass deportations,
will preside over a vast depart-
ment that oversees multiple
agencies, including the U.S.
Customs and Border Protec-

tion, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, and the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency. The department has
more than 260,000 employees
and a $60 billion budget.

After Trump defeated Vice
President Kamala Harris,
Noem was asked how a Trump
administration would carry out
his plan to deport millions of im-
migrants who entered the coun-
try illegally.

“It is going to be a big oper-
ation,” Noem told NewsNation.
“President Trump has already
indicated that he wants to start
by deporting the most danger-
ous first — those criminals,
murderers, rapists that are
threatening safety in our com-
munities. They’re going to be
the first ones on the list to go.
And from there, yes, it’s a com-
mitment, but it’s a commitment
to our national security inter-
ests.”

Governor of SD picked to
lead Homeland Security

Los Angeles Times 

President-elect Donald
Trump announced Tuesday
that he is appointing business
executives Elon Musk and Vi-
vek Ramaswamy to lead a new
commission on cutting govern-
ment spending and regulation,
handing an enormous portfolio
to the tech billionaire who gave
political and financial support
to his presidential bid.

In a statement, Trump said
that his billionaire ally and his
former Republican primary ri-
val will lead the Department of
Government Efficiency, an idea
championed by Musk. Trump
said the department would op-
erate outside of government to
drive “drastic change,” while
partnering with the White
House and its budget office to
provide recommendations to
slash regulations, cut staff and

overhaul federal operations.
Musk has adopted the nick-
name “DOGE” for the commis-
sion, a reference to a meme-
based cryptocurrency.

It is not clear how the effort
will be funded or whether its
recommendations will be ap-
proved, because federal spend-
ing is controlled by Congress
and the White House. Still, Re-
publicans are poised to control
the House, Senate and White
House, giving the GOP the op-
portunity to implement at least
some of the commission’s pro-
posals — potentially triggering
major repercussions for the
U.S. government and millions of
federal workers.

Some analysts are doubtful
much will materialize from the
effort. Congress must approve
any changes to federal appro-
priations. 

Trump taps Ramaswamy,
Musk to oversee changes

The Washington Post 
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WASHINGTON — Republi-
cans have elected South Dakota
Sen. John Thune as the next
Senate majority leader, com-
pleting a momentous shift in
their leadership that elevates a
top deputy of Mitch McConnell
into a key position as Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump re-
turns to the White House.

Thune, 63, is in his fourth
Senate term and has promised
to work closely with Trump,
despite differences the two
have had over the years, and
will be a crucial part of the in-
coming president’s efforts to
push through his policy agen-
da.

He beat out two other com-
petitors, Sens. John Cornyn and

Rick Scott, by gaining majority
support from GOP senators in a
secret ballot vote. Republicans
are replacing McConnell, the
longest serving Senate party
leader, as they prepare to take
majority control of the Senate
with the 53 seats they won in
last week’s elections.

Like McConnell, Thune hails
from the Republican Party’s
more traditional wing. He has
held the Republican whip posi-
tion — no. 2 in party leadership
— since 2019.

At times, Thune has coun-
tered Trump’s wishes for Con-
gress, and he broke publicly
with Trump over the effort to
overturn the results of the 2020
presidential election, which he
called “inexcusable.” But in re-

cent months, Thune has re-
aligned with Trump, visiting
him in his Florida home, and
the two have been consulting
on how to implement the in-
coming president’s agenda.
Thune told The Associated
Press over the summer that he
views their potential relation-
ship as a professional one. If
they both win their elections,
Thune said, “we’ve got a job to
do.”

Well-liked and a respected
communicator, Thune has been
perceived as a front-runner for
much of the year. As the No. 2
Republican, he took over for
McConnell for several weeks
last year when he was on a
medical leave. He is also a for-
mer chair of the Senate Com-

merce Committee.
Thune’s win is all the more

extraordinary because of his
2004 election to the Senate —
defeating then-Senate Majority
Leader Tom Daschle after ar-
guing during the campaign that
Daschle had lost his South Da-
kota roots during his years in
Democratic leadership. Twen-
ty years later, Thune will be-
come majority leader himself.

As he geared up to run for
leader, Thune spent much of
the year campaigning for his
colleagues. According to his
aides, he raised more than $31
million to elect Senate Republi-
cans this cycle, including a $4
million transfer from his own
campaign accounts to the Sen-
ate’s main campaign arm.

GOP elects Thune next Senate majority leader
Associated Press 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — A U.S.
jury on Tuesday awarded $42
million to three former detai-
nees of Iraq’s notorious Abu
Ghraib prison, holding a Virgi-
nia-based military contractor
responsible for contributing to
their torture and mistreatment
two decades ago.

The decision from the eight-
person jury came after a differ-
ent jury earlier this year
couldn’t agree on whether Res-
ton, Va.-based CACI should be
held liable for the work of its ci-
vilian interrogators who worked
alongside the U.S. Army at Abu
Ghraib in 2003 and 2004.

The jury awarded plaintiffs
Suhail Al Shimari, Salah Al-
Ejaili and Asa’ad Al-Zubae $3
million each in compensatory
damages and $11 million each in
punitive damages.

The three testified they were
subjected to beatings, sexual
abuse, forced nudity and other
cruel treatment at the prison. 

They did not allege that CA-
CI’s interrogators explicitly in-
flicted the abuse themselves,

but argued CACI was complicit
because its interrogators con-
spired with military police to
“soften up” detainees for ques-
tioning with harsh treatment.

CACI issued a statement ex-
pressing its disappointment in
the verdict and its intention to
appeal.

“For nearly two decades, CA-
CI has been wrongly subjected
to long-term, negative affiliation
with the unfortunate and reck-
less actions of a group of military
police at Abu Ghraib prison
from 2003 through 2004,” the
company said. “To be clear: no
CACI employee has ever been
charged — criminally, civilly, or
administratively — in this mat-
ter. CACI employees did not
take part in nor were any of our
employees responsible for these
disturbing events.”

Baher Azmy, a lawyer for the
Center for Constitutional
Rights, which filed the lawsuit
on the plaintiffs’ behalf, called
the verdict “an important mea-
sure of Justice and accountabil-
ity” and praised the three plain-
tiffs for their resilience.

Federal jury awards $42M to 3
Abu Ghraib prison detainees

Associated Press
ROCHESTER, N.Y. — My Lit-

tle Pony finally made it to the
winner’s circle. 

After years as an also-ran, the
pastel-colored ponies were en-
shrined in the National Toy Hall
of Fame on Tuesday, along with
Transformers action figures and
the Phase 10 card game.

The honorees rose to the top in
voting by a panel of experts and
the public from among 12 final-
ists. This year’s field included:
the party game Apples to Apples,
balloons, “Choose Your Own Ad-
venture” gamebooks, Hess Toy
Trucks, Pokémon Trading Card
Game, remote-controlled vehi-
cles, Sequence, the stick horse
and trampoline. 

“These are three very deserv-
ing toys that showcase the wide
range of how people play,” Chris-
topher Bensch, vice president for
collections and chief curator,
said in a statement. “But for My
Little Pony in particular, this
year is extra validating. The be-
loved toy was a finalist seven
times before finally crossing the
finish line!”

Hasbro’s mini-horses, distin-
guishable by different “cutie
marks” on their haunches, were
introduced in the 1980s and rein-
troduced in 2003, outselling even
Barbie for several years. 

The collectibles were recog-
nized for encouraging fantasy
and storytelling — the kind of
creative play the Hall of Fame
demands of inductees — along
with popularity over time.

“The My Little Pony line has
endured for decades because it
combines several traditional
forms of doll play with children’s
fascination with horses,” said
Michelle Parnett-Dwyer, cura-
tor of dolls and toys. “The variety
of figures promotes collecting as
apastime.”

Phase 10 was introduced by in-
ventor and entrepreneur Ken
Johnson in 1982. Today, Mattel
sells 2 million decks of the card
game annually in 30 countries
and more than 20 languages. That
makes it one of the bestselling
card games in the world, accord-
ing to the Strong National Mu-
seum of Play in Rochester, where
the Toy Hall of Fame is housed.

My Little Pony among newest
inductees to Toy Hall of Fame

Associated Press 
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Saks Fifth Avenue to
change holiday display

NY NEW YORK — Daz-
zling displays of syn-

chronized lights on the facade of
Saks Fifth Avenue’s flagship
store in midtown Manhattan
across from Rockefeller Plaza
have thrilled holiday visitors for
years.

But the store’s holiday dis-
play will look a bit different this
year, a spokesperson confirmed
Monday.

“In our 100th year, which also
marks the anniversary of the
flagship, we are celebrating the
season by honoring the archi-
tectural significance of this
iconic building, elegantly illum-
inating the facade and framing
the holiday windows, as well as
highlighting the fashion for
which Saks Fifth Avenue is
known,” the spokesperson said
in an emailed statement.

The holiday windows will be
on display later this month.

Harriet Tubman named a
general in National Guard

MD CHURCH CREEK
— Revered aboli-

tionist Harriet Tubman, who
was the first woman to oversee
an American military action
during a time of war, was post-
humously awarded the rank of
general on Monday.

Dozens gathered on Veterans
Day at the Harriet Tubman Un-
derground Railroad State Park
in Maryland’s Dorcester Coun-
ty for a formal ceremony mak-
ing Tubman a one-star briga-
dier general in the state’s Na-
tional Guard.

Tubman escaped slavery in
1849 and settled in Philadel-
phia. Intent on helping others
achieve freedom, she establish-

ed the Underground Railroad
network and led other enslaved
Black women and men to free-
dom. She then channeled those
experiences as a scout, spy and
nurse for the Union Army dur-
ing the Civil War, helping guide
150 Black soldiers on a gunboat
raid in South Carolina.

The reading of the official or-
der was followed by a symbolic
pinning ceremony with Tub-
man’s great-great-great-grand-
niece, Tina Wyatt.

Teachers in 3 towns strike
over pay and leave policies

MA BOSTON — Teach-
ers in three Massa-

chusetts communities fighting
for new contracts pushed for-
ward with their demands Mon-
day as parents braced for more
canceled classes on Tuesday.

Teachers in Beverly and
Gloucester voted last Thursday
to authorize a strike, and
schools were closed Friday as
teachers in both districts hit the
picket line over pay, paid paren-
tal leave and other issues.

In a third community, Mar-
blehead, teachers voted to take
to the picket lines on Tuesday. 

In Gloucester, the union in
the 2,800-student district is ask-
ing for eight weeks of fully paid
parental leave, two weeks at
75% and two weeks at 50%. It al-
so wants significant pay in-
creases for paraprofessionals,
safer conditions for students
and more prep time for elemen-
tary school teachers.

The Beverly Teachers Asso-
ciation in a statement said last
week that they were pushing for
smaller class sizes, 12 weeks of
paid parental leave and a “living
wage” for paraprofessionals or
teacher assistants whose start-
ing salary is $20,000.

Historic penthouse with a
gold dome on market

NY NEW YORK — Greg
Carr says he knew he

had to buy the penthouse at 170
Fifth Ave. when it first came up
for sale in 2001. The midrise
prewar building had been con-
verted into condos for the first
time, and he liked the downtown
location across from the Flati-
ron Building.

“I love architecture, and I
love New York City, and I
thought to myself, ‘OK, there’s a
building with a 40-foot gold
dome on Fifth Avenue — is it go-
ing to get any better than that?’ ”
Carr said.

Carr, the co-founder of Bos-
ton Technology and chair of
early internet service provider
Prodigy, bought the apartment
for $7 million. Now he’s listed
the penthouse for $25 million.
For that, a buyer gets 5,000
square feet in a duplex loft, with
four bedrooms, three bath-
rooms and exclusive roof access
with 360-degree views of Man-
hattan.

Yale to offer a course
on Beyoncé, her legacy

CT NEW HAVEN —
With a record 99

Grammy nominations and ac-
claim as one of the most influen-
tial artists in music history, pop
superstar Beyoncé and her ex-
pansive cultural legacy will be
the subject of a new course at
Yale University next year.

Titled “Beyoncé Makes His-
tory: Black Radical Tradition,
Culture, Theory & Politics
Through Music,” the one-credit
class will focus on the period
from her 2013 self-titled album
through this year’s genre-defy-
ing “Cowboy Carter” and how

the singer, songwriter and en-
trepreneur has generated
awareness and engagement in
social and political ideologies.

Yale University’s African
American Studies Professor
Daphne Brooks intends to use
the performer’s wide-ranging
repertoire, including footage of
her live performances, as a
“portal” for students to learn
about Black intellectuals, from
Frederick Douglass to Toni
Morrison.

Frat expels students
accused of hate crimes 

MD BALTIMORE —
Sigma Alpha Epsi-

lon expelled the students in
their organization who are ac-
cused of being involved in a hate
crime incident in October at Sa-
lisbury University in Wicomico
County, a spokesperson for the
national organization said Mon-
day.

“Sigma Alpha Epsilon was
disappointed to learn about the
events described in Salisbury
University’s recent communi-
cations, in which former mem-
bers of our organization were
involved in an incident on cam-
pus. These individuals’ actions
do not align with the values of
our organization or reflect the
principles of our Fraternity’s
creed, The True Gentleman,”
David Pascarella, director of
communications for the organi-
zation, said in a statement.

The action comes after 12 Sa-
lisbury students were arrested
and charged last week. Police
said the incident took place in an
off-campus apartment, where
the group used the LGBTQ+
dating app Grindr to lure the
victim “under false pretenses”
and then filmed the assault.

— From wire reports
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Undefeated Oregon stayed on
top in the second batch of Col-
lege Football Playoff rankings,
while Tuesday’s poll shoved
Georgia completely out of the
bracket after its lopsided loss to
Mississippi.

Led by the Ducks, then Ohio
State, the Big Ten captured four
of the top five spots — a string
interrupted only by Texas of the
Southeastern Conference,
which was slotted in at No. 3 and
would receive a first-round bye.

Georgia’s 28-10 loss to Ole
Miss dropped the Bulldogs from
third to all the way to 12th, but
they would be the first team out
because No. 13 Boise State of the
Mountain West would receive
an automatic bid and the final
spot in the 12-team bracket as
the fifth-best conference cham-
pion.

BYU was ranked sixth, but
would receive a first-round bye
as the Big 12’s champion if it

wins out.
Those byes go to the four

highest-ranked conference
champions, meaning Miami of
the Atlantic Coast Conference
would get a pass into the quar-
terfinals per this week’s version
of the bracket despite a loss to
Georgia Tech that dropped the
Hurricanes five spots to No. 9.

The other ranked teams are
No. 4 Penn State, No. 5 Indiana,
No. 7 Tennessee, No. 8 Notre
Dame, No. 10 Alabama and No.
11 Ole Miss.

The CFP committee releases
rankings every week, closing
Dec. 8 with the final poll that
will determine the official pair-
ings. College football’s first 12-
team playoff begins with first-
round games Dec. 20-21 and
concludes with the title game
Jan. 20.

Much of the hand-wringing
this week had to do with
Georgia’s nine-spot drop in the
rankings and its ouster from the

bracket. Yes, the Bulldogs have
two losses, but they also have
what is widely regarded as the
toughest schedule in the coun-
try. It wouldn’t seem right,
though, if they were ranked
ahead of Ole Miss after last Sat-
urday’s beatdown.

“Both Alabama and Ole Miss
beat them head-to-head,” said
Michigan athletic director
Warde Manuel, who chairs the
selection committee. “As we
went through the rankings and
looked at everyone, they ob-
viously fell to 12, but it’s based
on who won in front of them,
head-to-head and everything
we look at in terms of body of
work.”

Both the SEC and Big Ten
placed four teams in the pro-
jected Week 2 bracket.

Undefeated Army of the
American Athletic Conference
moved up one spot to No. 24 —
still behind three teams with
three losses — while Colorado

came in at No. 17. Coach Deion
Sanders’ Buffaloes can earn a
spot in the Big 12 title game by
winning their next two games.

First-round games will take
place on the campus of the bet-
ter-seeded team. Here’s what
the matchups would look like
based on this week’s rankings
(teams listed by seed, not rank-
ing):

No. 12 Boise State at No. 5
Ohio State:The Buckeyes could
still get a chance to avenge their
one-point loss to Oregon in the
Big Ten title game.

No. 11 Ole Miss at No. 6
Penn State: Rivalry brewing?
The Rebels beat the Nittany Li-
ons 38-25 in the 2023 Peach
Bowl.

No. 10 Alabama at No. 7 Indi-
ana: Alabama has 77 bowl ap-
pearances; Indiana has 13.

No. 9 Notre Dame at No. 8
Tennessee: The programs
have split eight meetings. Notre
Dame won the last one in 2005.

Oregon tops CFP rankings; Georgia off bracket
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Jayden Daniels’
nascent NFL career is all of 10 games old,
yet the Washington quarterback responsi-
ble for the instant reshaping of the Com-
manders into a respectable franchise, and,
finally, winners, already knows when a big
game is on the schedule.

“I think people just know it’s Philly
week,” Daniels said.

Oh yes, Commanders-Eagles, as serious as
it gets this time of the NFL season. As a bonus,
for the first time in nearly three decades, the
outcome truly matters for either team.

Daniels has the Commanders (7-3) on the
precipice of their biggest regular-season
game in the series against the NFC East ri-
val Eagles (7-2) in decades.

Hyperbole?
Not a chance. Washington and Philadel-

phia meet — not only with the division lead
at stake — but with both teams at least four
games over .500 entering the game for the
first time since 1996.

Terry Allen and Ricky Watters. Koy
Detmer and Gus Frerotte. Norv Turner and
Ray Rhodes.

Names forgotten to the history books until
this week when every piece of the series ri-
valry has been resurrected as part of the an-
ticipation for the primetime showdown at
Lincoln Financial Field. The only drawback
to the game is the short week — the Eagles
won at Dallas and the Commanders lost to
the Steelers on Sunday — has robbed the ri-
valry of a few extra days of hype.

Behind QB Jalen Hurts and running back
Saquon Barkley — who ranks second in the
NFL with an average of 110.1 yards per con-
test while Washington is 28th in the league
defensively against the run, allowing 142.7
yards per contest — the Eagles are riding a
five-game winning streak; the Command-
ers have won three of four games.

The Eagles are 3½-point favorites, per
BetMGM Sportsbook.

“I’m excited just to go to Philly and that
type of atmosphere,” Daniels said. “Heard
they got very passionate fans, so man, I can’t
wait. I can’t wait to go out there and see that
fan base, and just experience that. And I
know it’s going to be a great venue, a great
site, and we’ll just go out there and see what
happens.”

Led by Daniels, the offense keeps putting
up points, week in, week out, even against
stingy opponents like Pittsburgh, which en-
tered Sunday allowing just 14.9 per game.
The QB is building a strong connection with
receiver Terry McLaurin, who topped 100
yards receiving for the fourth time in the
past eight games, accumulating 113 on five
catches.

The Eagles, who have won by 20-plus
points in three of their last four games, un-
derstand the challenge Daniels presents.

“A really good player who started off on
fire, so we’ll have a challenge here this
week,” Eagles coach Nick Sirianni said.
“You know how he’s going to the right
place with the football, being accurate, the
things he can do when things do break
down.”

With a win, Washington would move to
8-3, its best record through 11 games also
since 1996.

“Taking our show on the road to go up and
have another division battle, Thursday
night in November, like come on, what are
we talking about?” Washington coach Dan
Quinn said.

Eagles-Commanders game more important this time
Associated Press
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ATLANTA — Hunter Dickin-
son scored 28 points and Bill
Self became the winningest
coach in Kansas history as the
No. 1 Jayhawks pulled away
from Michigan State for a 77-69
victory in the Champions Clas-
sic on Tuesday night.

Spartans forward Jaxon Koh-
ler hit a 3-pointer to tie the game
at 52 with just under nine min-
utes remaining. KJ Adams Jr.
hit a pair of free throws to put
Kansas (3-0) ahead to stay.

Self improved to 591-143 in
his 22nd season coaching the
Jayhawks, pushing him past
Phog Allen’s mark of 590-129 in
36 seasons on the Kansas side-
line.

Frankie Fidler led Michigan
State (2-1) with 15 points.

The Jayhawks posted their
second straight win over one of
the nation’s prominent pro-
grams, following up a 92-89 win
over No. 10 North Carolina.

No. 19 Kentucky 77, No. 6

Duke 72: At Atlanta, Otega
Oweh knocked down four free
throws in the final 10.3 seconds
and the Wildcats claimed the
first big win of Mark Pope’s
coaching tenure, knocking off
the Blue Devils in the Cham-
pions Classic.

In the frenetic closing sec-
onds, Duke (2-1) tied the game
at 72 on Cooper Flagg’s layup
with 1:14 remaining but never
got off another shot.

Flagg ruined a 26-point night
by turning it over twice in the fi-
nal minute to hand the victory to
Kentucky (3-0).

Oweh had a steal that led to a
pair of free throws, then
snatched away an offensive re-
bound off a missed free throw
by Lamont Butler, drawing an-
other foul that set up two more
free throws with 0.5 seconds
left.

Andrew Carr paced the Wild-
cats with 17 points, while Oweh
added 15.

It was a huge win for Pope, a

former Kentucky player who
returned to his alma mater after
the departure of long-time
coach John Calipari.

No. 12 Baylor 104, Sam
Houston 67: Jayden Nunn had
19 points with five 3-pointers to
lead six teammates in double
figures, and the Bears won their
home opener over the Bearkats.

Baylor (2-1) got double-dou-
bles from Miami transfer Nor-
chad Omier (18 points and 10 re-
bounds) and freshman VJ Ed-
gecombe (13 points and 10 re-
bounds). They haven’t trailed in
their two games since a 38-point
loss in a top-10 matchup at Gon-
zaga, including a win over then-
No. 16 Arkansas.

Duke transfer Jeremy Roach
had 12 points and eight assists
while Josh Ojianwuna’s 11
points included a dunk only 10
seconds into the game that put
Baylor ahead to stay. Robert
Wright III and Jalen Celestine
both had 10 points.

Lamar Wilkerson had 19

points for reigning Conference
USA champion Sam Houston
(1-2). Josiah Hammons had 14
points, and Dorian Finister had
13.

No. 24 Mississippi 64,
South Alabama 54: Sean Padil-
la scored 19 of his 27 points in
the first half and the Rebels
used a 9-0 surge in the final two
minutes to beat the visiting Jag-
uars.

Jaemyn Brakefield scored 14
points for Ole Miss (3-0) while
Malik Dia added a game-high 13
rebounds. The Rebels led 38-26
at halftime.

Judah Brown led South Ala-
bama (1-2) with 16 points while
Myles Corey added 14.

The Jaguars pulled within 55-
52 in the final four minutes, but
consecutive 3-point shots by
Jaylen Murray, Brakefield and
Pedulla put the game away.

Ole Miss played without Mat-
thew Murrell, a three-year
starter at shooting guard, due to
lower back concerns.

No. 1 Kansas holds off Michigan State
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — OG
Anunoby scored 24 points and
the New York Knicks spoiled
76ers star Joel Embiid’s season
debut, beating Philadelphia 111-
99 on Tuesday night in the open-
er of NBA Cup group play for
both teams.

Embiid finished with 13
points and 26 minutes and was
unable to lift the struggling Six-
ers, who fell to 2-8. He shot 2-
for-11 and had only three re-
bounds. Paul George led the Six-
ers with 29 points and 10 re-
bounds.

Josh Hart added 14 points, 12
rebounds and 10 assists for the
Knicks. Karl-Anthony Towns
had 21 points and 13 rebounds,
while Jalen Brunson scored 18
points.

New York started the fourth
quarter on an 13-2 run that broke

open a three-point game. Anu-
noby had three dunks during the
run, often taking dead aim at a
vacancy caused by Embiid, who
was slow to defend the rim.

Hawks 117, Celtics 116:
Onyeka Okongwu tipped in a
missed shot with 6.1 seconds
left, and Jaylen Brown missed a
jumper at the buzzer as visiting
Atlanta overcame a 15-point,
second-half deficit to beat Bos-
ton.

Brown scored a season-high
37 points and Derrick White
added 31 for the Celtics.

Magic 114, Hornets 89:
Franz Wagner scored 32 points
and Jalen Suggs hit his first sev-
en shots, including three 3-
pointers, to lead host Orlando to
a win over Charlotte.

LaMelo Ball scored 16 of his
35 points in the first quarter for
the Hornets. Coming off a ca-

reer-high 38 points in Sunday’s
overtime loss at Philadelphia,
Ball added six rebounds and
seven assists.

Pistons 123, Heat 121 (OT):
Malik Beasley made a tiebreak-
ing free throw with 1.1 seconds
left in overtime for host Detroit
after Miami was given a techni-
cal foul for calling a timeout
when it had none left.

Beasley and Cunningham
each scored 21 for the Pistons,
who went 0-4 in last year’s NBA
Cup. Herro had 40, including 20
in the fourth quarter and over-
time.

Bucks 99, Raptors 85:Gian-
nis Antetokounmpo scored 23
points to lead host Milwaukee
past Toronto in a game between
teams that entered with the two
worst records in the league.

Gradey Dick paced the Rap-
tors with 32 points, a career high

for the second-year player.
Suns 120, Jazz 112: Devin

Booker scored 31 points and
Bradley Beal added 24 to help
visiting Phoenix to a victory
over Utah.

John Collins led the Jazz with
29 points and 10 rebounds.

Trail Blazers 122, Timber-
wolves 108: Robert Williams
and Jerami Grant each scored
19 points to lead host Portland to
a win over Minnesota.

Naz Reid led the Timber-
wolves with 28 points in the loss
while star guard Anthony Ed-
wards pitched in 26 points.

Warriors 120, Mavericks
117: Stephen Curry scored 37
points, including his team’s final
12, to rally Golden State past
Klay Thompson and visiting
Dallas.

Luka Doncic had 31 points,
eight rebounds and six assists.

Anunoby, Knicks down 76ers in Embiid’s return
Associated Press
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NEW YORK — Mark Schei-
fele and Kyle Connor each
scored twice, Connor Helle-
buyck made 33 saves, and the
Winnipeg Jets won their sev-
enth straight, 6-3 over the New
York Rangers on Tuesday
night.

Gabriel Vilardi and Vladislav
Namestnikov also scored for
the Jets, who have now won 15
of their first 16 games.

Will Cuylle, Alexis Lafre-
niere and Kaapo Kakko scored
for the Rangers, who dropped
their second straight home
game following last Thursday’s
6-1 loss to the Buffalo Sabres.

Hellebuyck improved to 12-
1-0 this season. 

Scheifele scored 57 seconds
into the contest before Cuylle
tied it at 13:07 of the first.

Vilardi put the visitors ahead
on the power play at 8:58 before
Lafreniere tied the game again
at 12:51 of the second.

Connor put the Jets ahead for
good at 16:03 of the second.
Scheifele scored again 1:08 into
the third — his ninth of the sea-
son — before Kakko narrowed
the deficit to 4-3 just 32 seconds
later. Namestnikov scored his

fifth at 13:08 and Connor com-
pleted the scoring into an emp-
ty net with 20 seconds to play.

Senators 3, Maple Leafs 0:
Linus Ullmark made 27 saves
for his first shutout of the sea-
son as visiting Ottawa blanked
Toronto.

Josh Norris, Tim Stutzle and
Michael Amadio scored for Ot-
tawa. Artem Zub added two as-
sists. 

Anthony Stolarz stopped 38
shots for Toronto, which saw its
three-game winning streak
come to an end.

Devils 4, Panthers 1: Timo
Meier scored the go-ahead goal
late in the second period, Jacob
Markstrom made 34 saves and
visiting New Jersey snapped
Florida’s seven-game winning
streak.

Jack Hughes scored in the
first period for the Devils, Paul
Cotter put New Jersey up 3-1
with 15:07 left and Dougie Ha-
milton and Jesper Bratt each
had a pair of assists. Ondrej Pa-
lat had an empty-netter to cap
the win.

Sam Reinhart got his 12th
goal for Florida, and Spencer
Knight made 20 saves for the
Panthers. 

Bruins 3, Blues 2: David
Pastrnak scored with 1:47 to
play as visiting Boston scored
three third-period goals to
come back for a win over St.
Louis.

Morgan Geekie and Charlie
McAvoy also scored for the
Bruins, who trailed 2-0 after
two periods. Geekie returned to
the lineup after sitting the last
three games as a healthy
scratch.

Jeremy Swayman made 20
saves as Boston won for the
fourth time in its last six games.

Oilers 4, Islanders 3 (OT):
Leon Draisaitl had two goals,
including the overtime winner,
and Connor McDavid had a
goal and three assists to move
one point shy of 1,000 for his ca-
reer as host Edmonton beat
New York.

Evan Bouchard had a goal
and two assists for the Oilers.

Anders Lee had two goals
and Kyle Palmieri also scored
for the Islanders.

Kraken 5, Blue Jackets 2:
Seattle scored twice in 10 sec-
onds as part of a four-goal sec-
ond period, coming back from a
two-goal deficit to defeat visit-
ing Columbus.

Brandon Tanev scored on a
breakaway 7:13 into the second
period, and Eeli Tolvanen fol-
lowed with a power-play goal at
7:23 to give the Kraken the lead.
Tye Kartye and Will Borgen al-
so scored for Seattle in the sec-
ond period. Jared McCann add-
ed a late empty-net goal and
Joey Daccord had 38 saves.

Columbus took an early lead
with its own pair of quick goals,
as Sean Kuraly and Zachary As-
ton-Reese scored 22 seconds
apart with about six minutes
left in the first period.

Canucks 3, Flames 1: Elias
Pettersson tied the game on the
power play early in the second
period and assisted on Erik
Brannstrom’s goal in the third
as host Vancouver beat Cal-
gary.

Pius Suter also scored for the
Canucks while J.T. Miller had
two assists. Vancouver goalten-
der Kevin Lankinen stopped 28
shots.

Justin Kirkland scored for
Calgary and Flames goalie Dan
Vladar made 29 saves.

Brannstrom’s goal was his
first as a Canuck since he was
obtained in an Oct. 6 deal with
Colorado.

Jets add to win streak, improve to 15-1
Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — A detailed as-
sessment of the hurricane damage to Trop-
icana Field concludes that the home of the
Tampa Bay Rays is structurally sound and
can be repaired for about $55.7 million in
time for the 2026 season.

The 412-page report released Tuesday by
the City of St. Petersburg, which owns the
building, found that the basic structure of
the domed stadium “does not appear to have
been adversely affected” by Hurricane Mil-
ton’s winds, which shredded most of its fab-
ric roof.

“The primary structure is serviceable
and capable of supporting a replacement
tension membrane fabric roof,” said the re-
port by Hennessy Construction Services.

Eighteen of the ballpark’s 24 fabric pan-
els failed when Milton roared ashore Oct. 9,

the report found. There was also damage to
interior parts of the Trop, as it’s known for
short, from rainwater and other storm-re-
lated causes. The ballpark opened in 1990
and has been the Rays’ home since their in-
ception in 1998.

Tropicana Field is already scheduled to
be demolished when a new, $1.3 billion ball-
park is finished in time for the 2028 season.
With unforeseen costs to the city and Pinel-
las County from two hurricanes — vast
amounts of debris removal, damage to
parks and infrastructure — two of the main
financial sources for the new ballpark could
reconsider those plans or decide not to re-
pair the Trop at all.

The St. Petersburg City Council will dis-
cuss the report at its Nov. 21 meeting.

The city does have an insurance claim for
the damage and repairs, but it includes a

$22 million deductible and probably would
only cover part of the overall costs. That
means taxpayer dollars could have to be
used.

St. Petersburg Mayor Ken Welch said the
city anticipates that insurance and Federal
Emergency Management Agency funds
will cover the bulk of repair expenses.

“We believe having our hometown team
play in St. Petersburg as soon as possible is
important for our community,” Welch said
in a statement.

Matt Silverman, co-president of the Rays,
said in a statement that the team “will con-
tinue to have discussions with the city about
how to move forward.”

Since the ballpark under this damage and
repair assessment would not be ready until
the 2026 season, the Rays must find another
place to play next year.

Repairs to Rays’ stadium expected to cost $55.7 million
Associated Press
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