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Trump eyes Rubio for secretary of state

The Washington Post

President-elect Donald Trump
is expected to nominate Sen.
Marco Rubio as secretary of state
and has asked Rep. Mike Waltz to
be the White House national se-
curity adviser, people familiar
with the matter said Monday, ele-
vating two Florida Republicans
with more hawkish foreign policy
views than those of the incoming
president, who ran on a platform
of restoring peace to a war-torn
world.

Rubio, the son of Cuban immi-
grants, built his political identity
on support for upending auto-
cratic governments from Latin
America to the Middle East to
Asia, but he has softened his
once-neoconservative world-
views in recent years on econom-
ics, immigration and foreign pol-
icy. He is vice chair of the Senate
Intelligence Committee and had
been among those Trump consi-
dered to be his running mate be-
fore settling on Sen. JD Vance of

Ohio, now the vice president-
elect.

Waltz, a retired Special Forces
officer who used to work for Vice
President Dick Cheney, is one of
the most vocal critics of China in
Congress and previously advo-
cated for an open-ended U.S. mil-
itary commitment in Afghanis-
tan. He has sat on a number of
key national security committees
in the House.

The picks may foreshadow the
kind of clashes between Trump
and his aides that dominated his
first term in office when he
sought to pull U.S. troops out of
Syria and negotiate a nuclear
arms deal with North Korea,
moves that were ardently op-
posed by some of his more haw-
kish aides, such as national secur-
ity adviser John Bolton and De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis. But
Trump has prioritized loyalty as a
prerequisite for joining his ad-
ministration, an attempt to stamp
out challenges to his decisions.

The developments capped a
busy day of personnel news as
Trump moves to fill key roles in
his administration. The Washing-
ton Post reported earlier Monday
that Stephen Miller, an immigra-
tion hard-liner and policy adviser
during Trump’s first term, is ex-
pected to become a deputy chief
of staff. Trump announced that
Lee Zeldin, a former congress-
man from New York, would lead
the Environmental Protection
Agency and Rep. Elise Stefanik,
R-N.Y., who chairs the House Re-
publican Conference, would be-
come U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations.

Despite their long-standing
reputations as hawks, both Ru-
bio, 53, and Waltz, 50, have tried
to align their foreign policy views
to Trump’s in some ways over the
years, particularly on the conflict
in Ukraine, which has become in-
creasingly unpopular among Re-
publicans as it grinds on as a cost-
ly war of attrition.

Rubio also has endorsed
Trump’s wariness of military
spending on Europe’s defense.
“In the 21st century, Europe must
take the lead in Europe. Germa-
ny, France, and the United King-
dom are more than capable of
managing their relationship with
the nuclear-armed belligerent to
their east,” Rubio wrote in the
American Conservative last year.
“But they’ll never take owner-
ship so long as they can rely on
America. If this were a welfare
policy debate, conservatives
would be calling for work re-
quirements.”

If confirmed by the Senate, Ru-
bio would become the face of
Trump’s foreign policy, criss-
crossing the globe on a govern-
ment plane to articulate the pres-
ident-elect’s “America First”
doctrine.

Waltz had widely been seen as
a contender for a senior national
security position in the new
Trump administration.

Congress returns to a new era, unfinished business

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House
Speaker Mike Johnson said Tues-
day that Republicans are “ready
to deliver” President-elect Do-
nald Trump’s agenda after his
election victory, insisting the
GOP won’t make the mistakes of
last time and will be much better
prepared for a second-term
Trump White House.

Standing onthe stepsofthe U.S.
Capitol with the House GOPlead-
ership team, the speaker said
there would be no time wasted be-
fore work begins on Trump’s
“America First” agenda of secur-
ing the southern border, project-
ing strength on the world stage
and ending “wokeness and radi-

cal gender ideology.” He expects
Republicans will lead a unified
government, even though House
control is still too early to call.

“We are ready to deliver on
America’s mandate,” said John-
son.

“We will be ready day one. We
are prepared this time.”

With the Capitol behind his
group, he said, “We’re going to
raise an ‘America First’ banner
above this place.”

Trump will meet with Johnson
at the Capitol on Wednesday
while the president-elect is in
town for his visit to the White
House, and Johnson said he will
be spending the weekend with
Trump at his Mar-a-Lago resi-

dence in Florida as they prepare
for the new year.

Congress returned Tuesday to
a changed Washington as
Trump’s hard-right agenda is
quickly taking shape, buoyed by
eager Republican allies eyeing a
full sweep of power on Capitol
Hill while Democrats are sorting
out what went wrong.

Even as final election results
are still being tallied, the House
and Senate leadership is pushing
ahead toward a second-term
Trump White House and what
he’s called a mandate for govern-
ing, with mass deportations, in-
dustry deregulation and whole-
sale reductions in the federal gov-
ernment.

Trump is already testing the
norms of governance during this
presidential transition period —
telling the Senate to forgo its ad-
vise-and-consent role and simply
accept his Cabinet nominees —
and he is staffing his administra-
tion and finding lawmakers will-
ing to bend those civic traditions.

“Trump’s going to deliver his
deportations, the drilling, the wall
—it’sgoing to take all of us getting
together,” said Rep. Ralph Nor-
man, R-S.C.,aconservative mem-
ber of the House Freedom Cau-
cus.

But first, the House and Senate
leaders will hold internal party
elections this week for their own
jobs.
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Weather prompts Sigonella restrictions

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — The Navy’s
only air station in Europe re-
stricted its operations to essen-
tial personnel Tuesday as Italian
authorities issued a weather
alert for parts of Sicily.

The restriction at Naval Air
Station Sigonella also meant that
schools, child care facilities and
other base services were closed
for at least a day because of se-
vere rain and bad road condi-
tions, the base said on its Face-

book page. Nonessential person-
nel were advised to work from
home and avoid driving as much
as possible.

NAS Sigonella had not experi-
enced any flooding or weather
damage, base spokeswoman Lt.
j.g. Andrea Perez said in a state-
ment Tuesday. The restriction
was a safety precaution, she said.

Italian authorities issued ared
alert, a critical-level warning of
potentially severe rainstorms
and flooding Monday and Tues-
day. The alert was for a region

along the east-central Sicilian
coast, including the town of Cata-
nia about 14 miles northeast of
the base.

Much oftheisland also was un-
der an orange (moderate) storm
warning, according to the Italian
Civil Protection Department. Lo-
calized flooding was reported in
some portions of Catania.

In October 2021, a hurricane-
like storm caused widespread
wind damage and flooding in the
Catania area, including to the
family housing complex and oth-

er buildings at NAS Sigonella.
Catastrophic flash floods invad-
ed homes and other base facili-
ties, knocked out power, strand-
ed people in their cars and left
many on the base without cell
service or internet. The floodwa-
ters dislocated 92 residents of
base housing. In total, 68 housing
units were flooded, all but seven
of which were occupied, officials
said at the time.

Rain in Catania was expected
to continue through Wednesday,
according to Weather.com.

Joint drill canceled after
fire sinks Japan vessel

By Hana KusumMmoTO
AND ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — A joint U.S.-Japan
naval drill has been canceled af-
ter a Japanese sailor went mis-
sing following a weekend fire
aboard a minesweeper that
eventually sank.

The U.S. and Japanese navies
were scheduled to conduct
minesweeping training
between Saturday and Tuesday
until the JS Ukushima caught
fire Sunday and sank the follow-
ing day. The ship’s crew was
training en route to the joint ex-
ercise, a Maritime Self-Defense
Force spokesman said Tuesday.

The exercise was canceled
due to the effort to find Petty Of-
ficer 3rd Class Tatsunori Koga,
33, who was working in the
ship’s machine room, the com-
mand said in a news release.

Another sailor working in the
same room was injured; the re-
maining 43 crew members
evacuated safely, the spokes-
man said. It’s customary in Ja-
pan for some government offi-
cials to speak to the media with-
out naming themselves.

The fire began around 9:45
a.m. Sunday in waters 1% miles

north of Oshima in Fukuoka
prefecture, part of Kyushu, the
southernmost of Japan’s four
main islands. It was extin-
guished around midnight Mon-
day, but the ship ultimately sank
around 8:34 a.m., the spokes-
man said.

The Ukushima was built with
a wooden hull, according to the
spokesman.

The Maritime Self-Defense
Force and the Japan -coast
guard were still searching for
Koga on Tuesday afternoon.

The fire is believed to have
begun in the machine room,
where the ship’s diesel engines
are located, Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Yoshimasa Hayashi said
during a Monday news confe-
rence.

“The Government of Japan
will do its best to search for the
missing personnel and take all
possible measures to determine
the cause and conduct preven-
tative measures,” he said.

The U.S. 7th Fleet acknowl-
edged an email from Stars and
Stripes asking whether the U.S.
would assist in the search or
continue the drill. The com-
mand had not responded as of
close of business Tuesday.

Japan: Russian flotilla
with advanced sub seen
in strait between nations

By Kei1sa1 Kosa
Stars and Stripes

Russia’s most advanced sub-
marine was spotted for the first
time in waters near Japan, the
country’s military announced
Monday.

A Yasen-class nuclear-po-
wered submarine accompanied
by a flotilla of Russian vessels
passed through the Soya Strait,

Russian military ships and
planes have ramped up
their activity near Japan

in recent months.

a 27-mile-wide international
waterway that separates Ja-
pan’s northern island of Hok-
kaido and Russia’s Sakhalin Is-
land, according to a Joint Staff
news release. The transit hap-
pened around 8 a.m. Monday.
The submarine and three oth-
er vessels — an Udaloy-class
frigate, a Marshal Nedelin-class
tracking ship and a Baklazhan-
class rescue tug — were seen
about S0 miles northeast of
Cape Soya heading west, the re-

lease said.

The Japan Maritime Self-De-
fense Force dispatched a P-3C
aircraft from Fleet Air Wing 2 to
surveil the group, according to
the release.

“It was the very first time that
the Maritime Self-Defense
Force confirmed a Yasen-class
nuclear-powered submarine,”
the release said.

Russian military ships and
planes have ramped up their ac-
tivity near Japan in recent
months. A Russian IL-38 recon-
naissance plane entered Japa-
nese airspace three times on
Sept. 23, prompting Tokyo to
scramble fighter jets to inter-
cept and ultimately warn off the
aircraft with flares.

On Sept. 12, a pair of Russian
Tu-142 patrol planes circled Ja-
pan’s four main islands for the
first time in five years. They
flew a route that spanned from
Okinawa in the south to Hokkai-
do in the north, the Joint Staff
said at the time. On Sept. 1, two
Russian navy corvettes were
spotted 19 miles north of Cape
Soya heading west, according to
USNI News on Sept. 6.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Record 13 women to be governors in 2025

Associated Press

The election of Republican
Kelly Ayotte as New Hamp-
shire’s governor means 13 wom-
en will serve as a state’s chief
executive next year, breaking
the record of 12 set after the
2022 elections.

Governors hold powerful
sway in American politics,
shaping state policy and often
using the experience and pro-
file gained to launch campaigns
for higher offices.

“It matters to have women in
those roles to normalize the im-
age of women in political lead-
ership and even more specifi-
cally in executive leadership,
where they’re the sole leader,
not just a member of a team,”
said Kelly Dittmar, director of
research at the Rutgers Center
for American Women and Poli-
tics.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer was
floated as a potential Democrat-
ic nominee for president after
President Joe Biden exited the
race.

Republican South Dakota
Gov. Kristi Noem was thought
to be in the running for Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s vice
presidential post.

Ayotte, a former U.S. senator,
defeated the Democratic nomi-
nee Joyce Craig, a former
mayor of Manchester, New
Hampshire’s largest city.

Still, 18 states have never had
a woman in the governor’s of-
fice.

“This is another side of politi-
cal leadership where women
continue to be underrepresent-
ed,” Dittmar said. “Thirteen out
of S0 is still underrepresenta-
tion.”

With two women vying for
governor in New Hampshire, a
new record for female gover-
nors was inevitable. The state
has a long history of electing
women.

As a senator, Ayotte was part
of the nation’s first all-female
congressional delegation. It was
also the first state to have a fe-
male governor, state Senate
president and House speaker at
the same time, and the first to
have a female majority in its
Senate.

Ayotte will be the state’s third
woman to be governor.

“Being a woman isn’t really
that critical to her political per-
sona,” Linda Fowler, professor
emerita of government at Dart-

mouth College, said of Ayotte.

Both Ayotte and Craig said
their gender hasn’t come up on
the campaign trail although re-
productive rights often took
front and center.

In her campaign, Craig at-
tacked Ayotte’s record on abor-
tion, and both candidates re-
leased TV ads detailing their
own miscarriages. Ayotte said
she will veto any bill further re-
stricting abortion in New
Hampshire where itis illegal af-
ter 24 weeks of pregnancy.

When Ayotte is sworn in, five
Republican women will serve
as governor at the same time,
another new high. The other
eight are Democrats.

New Hampshire’s was one of
the few competitive gubernato-
rial races among the 11 this year.
More inroads or setbacks for
women’s representation could
come in 2026 when 36 states will
elect governors.

Most voters tend to cast their
ballots based on party loyalty
and ideology rather than gen-
der, Dittmar said.

However, she noted female
candidates often face layers of
scrutiny that male counterparts
largely avoid, with voters judg-

ing such things as a woman’s in-

telligence, appearance and
even dating history with a shar-
per lens.

The small gain for women in
governor’s offices comes as
Vice President Kamala Harris
failed in her effort to become
the first female president.

Executive roles, especially
the presidency with its associa-
tions like commander in chief,
often carry masculine stereo-
types that women must work
harder to overcome, Dittmar
said.

Experts say women confront
these perceptions more acutely
in executive races, such as for
governor and president, than in
state legislatures, where wom-
en are making historic strides as
leaders, filling roles such as
speaker and committee chairs.

“Sexism, racism, misogyny,
it’s never the silver bullet. It’s
never why one voter acts one
way or another,” said Erin
Vilardi, CEO of Vote Run Lead
Action, a left-leaning
nonpartisan group that
supports women running for
state legislatures. “But we have
so much of that built in to how
we see a leader.”

Trump nominates former

Associated Press

NEW YORK — President-
elect Donald Trump on Monday
named former New York con-
gressman Lee Zeldin to lead the
Environmental Protection
Agency as he continues to build
out his future administration
with loyal supporters.

Zeldin, a Republican who
mounted a failed bid for gover-
nor of New York in 2022, will
“ensure fair and swift deregula-
tory decisions that will be enact-
ed in a way to unleash the power
of American businesses,”
Trump said in a statement. Zel-
din also will maintain “the high-
est environmental standards,
including the cleanest air and

water on the planet,” Trump
said.

Zeldin, who left Congress in
January 2023, was a surprising
pick for the role. His public ap-
pearances both in his own cam-
paigns and on behalf of Trump
often had him speaking about is-
sues such as the military, na-
tional security, antisemitism,
U.S.-Israel relations, immigra-
tion and crime.

He was among the Republi-
cans in Congress who voted
against certifying the 2020 elec-
tion results.

While in Congress, he did not
serve on committees with over-
sight of environmental policy
and had a lifetime score of 14%

from the League of Conserva-
tion Voters during his eight
years in Congress.

In the 2022 governor’s race,
Zeldin vowed to reverse a frack-
ing ban imposed by Democrats.

In an interview Monday on
Fox News Channel, Zeldin, 44,
said that he will seek to ensure
that the United States is able to
“pursue energy dominance ...
bring back American jobs to the
auto industry and so much
more.”

He’s excited to implement
Trump’s economic agenda, Zel-
din said, adding: “I think the
American people are so hungry
for it. It’s one of the big reasons
why they’re sending him back to

congressman to lead EPA

the White House.”

In 2016 Zeldin pushed to
change the designation of about
150 square miles of federal wa-
ters in Long Island Sound to
state jurisdiction for New York
and Rhode Island. He wanted to
open the area to striped bass
fishing.

Zeldin said at the time that he
wanted to restore local control
and common sense to fishery
management.

He later pushed to allow
striped bass fishing in an
amendment to a federal spend-
ing bill. Environmental groups
criticized the amendment,
which they said risked overfish-
ing in the area.
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Bitcoin surge continues, hits new record high

Bloomberg News

Bitcoin continued its relent-
less surge higher, climbing
above $88,000 for the first time,
boosted by President-elect Do-
nald Trump’s embrace of digital
assets and the prospect of a Con-
gress featuring pro-crypto law-
makers.

Trump’s decisive victory in
the presidential election has
prompted celebratory chest-
thumping from the digital-asset
industry, which spent over $100
million backing a range of cryp-
to-friendly candidates. Bitcoin
has surged more than 30% since
last week’s election, setting rec-
ord highs almost daily.

“Bitcoin continues to defy ex-
pectations by setting new highs,”
said Chris Newhouse, director of
research at Cumberland Labs.
“The market is moving like it fi-
nally realizes we’re going tobe in
an undeniable bull market for
the next few years.”

The largest token climbed as
much as 10% to an unpreceden-
ted $88,204 in New York. It’s the
biggest jump since the price in-
creased almost 13% in March
2023. Bullish sentiment lifted
smaller coins too, including Do-
gecoin, a meme-crowd favorite
promoted by Trump supporter
Elon Musk, the world’s richest
man.

Shares of crypto-related com-
panies also surged. Bitcoin
proxy MicroStrategy gained
26% and U.S. crypto exchange
Coinbase jumped 20%. Crypto
miners MARA Holdings and
Riot Platforms climbed 29% and
17%, respectively.

Bitcoin options traders are al-
ready eyeing alandmark price of
$100,000 for the original crypto-
currency. Investors are lining up
bets that Bitcoin will pass the
milestone as soon as the end of
the year, according to data from
crypto options exchange Deri-
bit.

Asof Monday morning in Lon-
don, there was 9,635 Bitcoin —

worth roughly $780 million —in
open interest bet on Bitcoin hit-
ting $100,000 by Dec. 27, Deribit
data shows. That’s the most rid-
ing on any trade for that expiry
date. Deribit puts the chances of
the trade paying off at 18.6%.
Trump vowed on the cam-
paign trail to put the United
States at the center of the digital-
asset industry, including creat-
ing a strategic Bitcoin stockpile
and appointing regulators ena-
mored with digital assets. Jubi-
lant traders for the moment are
paying little heed to questions
such as the speed of likely imple-
mentation or whether a strategic
stockpileisarealistic possibility.

Ten Commandments classroom law blocked by judge

Associated Press

BATON ROUGE, LA. — A new Louisiana
requirement that the Ten Commandments
be displayed in every public classroom by
Jan. 1 was temporarily blocked Tuesday by a
federal judge who said the law is “unconstitu-
tional on its face.”

U.S. District Judge John W. deGravellesin
Baton Rouge said the law had an “overtly reli-
gious” purpose, and rejected state officials’
claims that the government can mandate the
posting of the Ten Commandments because
they hold historical significance to the foun-

dation of U.S. law. His opinion noted that no
other foundational documents — including
the Constitution or the Bill of Rights — must
be posted.

“We strongly disagree with the court’s de-
cision and willimmediately appeal,” Louisia-
naAttorney General Elizabeth Murrill saidin
an emailed statement. Murrill, a Republican,
supported the law, as did Republican Gov.
Jeff Landry.

In granting a preliminary injunction, de-
Gravelles said opponents of the law are likely
to win their ongoing lawsuit against the law.

The lawsuit argues that the law violates the
First Amendment’s provisions forbidding
the government from establishing a religion
or blocking the free exercise of religion. They
had argued that the poster-sized display of
the Ten Commandments would isolate stu-
dents, especially those who are not Christian.
DeGravelles said the law amounts to un-
constitutional religious government coercion
of students: “As Plaintiffs highlight, by law,
parents must send their minor children to
school and ensure attendance during regular
school hours atleast 177 days per year.”

Nazi flags appear outside ‘Diary of Anne Frank’ performance

The Detroit News

DETROIT — A group of
demonstrators carrying Nazi
flags appeared Saturday night
outside a community theater
performance of “The Diary of
Anne Frank” at an American
Legion post in Michigan.

Bobby Brite, past command-
er of the American Legion De-
vereaux Post 141, recorded
video of the demonstrators
who, he said, were present
outside the Howell Township
venue for about 30 minutes
while the play, which docu-
ments the experiences of a
young Jewish girl and her
family during the Holocaust,

was ongoing.

About 10 people were part of
the pro-Nazi group that
showed up in the Legion’s
parking lot at about 7:30 p.m.
and eventually moved across
the street, Brite said. They
were in their 20s and all wear-
ing masks, Brite said.

At one point, they were
chanting “Anne Frank was a
whore,” Brite said. Frank died
at age 1S at the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp in 194S.

“They are some of the most
cowardly people I've ever
met,” said Brite, who was part
of a contingent from the Le-
gion that interacted with the

demonstrators.

Brite, 57, who’s a veteran of
the U.S. Army, said the dem-
onstrators’ actions were “ab-
solutely disgusting.”

The Livingston County
Sheriff’s Office came to the
scene as the demonstration
was taking place, Brite said. A
statement from the sheriff’s
office said the pro-Nazi group
had been asked to leave the
Legion parking lot and did.

“The demonstrators then
went across the street and
waved flags adorned with Nazi
insignia,” the statement from
the sheriff’s office said. “A
subject then approached them,

and an argument ensued.

“Nothing physical tran-
spired and ultimately the par-
ties involved separated.”

There was another perfor-
mance on Sunday, and it oc-
curred “without further inci-
dent,” the sheriff’s office state-
ment said.

The Fowlerville Community
Theatre was the organization
that put on “The Diary of Anne
Frank” productions at the Ho-
well American Legion post.

“I’m not going to lie,” said
Fowlerville president Chuck
Firman. “It was a scary mo-
ment. But really, the show
must go on.”
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13 monkeys still at
large after lab escape

s COLUMBIA — Em-

ployees at a South
Carolina compound that breeds
monkeys for medical research
have recaptured five more ani-
mals that escaped last week
from an enclosure that wasn’t
fully locked.

As of Monday afternoon, 30 of
the 43 monkeys that made it out-
side the Alpha Genesis facility
in Yemassee are back in the
company’s custody unharmed,
police said in a statement.

Most if not all of the Rhesus
macaques — all females about
the size of a cat —appeared to
stay close to the compound after
their escape Wednesday and Al-
pha Genesis employees have
been watching them and luring
them back with food, officials
said.

The Alpha Genesis com-
pound is about a mile from
downtown Yemassee and about
S50 miles northeast of Savannah,
Ga.

If people encounter the mon-
keys, they are advised to stay
away from them — and to not fly
drones in the area.

‘Wicked’ misprint on doll
box links to porn site

NEW YORK — Toy

giant Mattel says it
“deeply” regrets an error on the
packaging of its “Wicked” mo-
vie-themed dolls, which mistak-
enly links toy buyers to a porno-
graphic website.

The error gained attention on
social media over the weekend,
where numerous users shared
photos of the URL printed on
the back of the boxes for the spe-
cial edition dolls, which feature

characters from the movie ad-
aptation of “Wicked” set to hit
theaters later this month. In-
stead of linking to Universal
Pictures’ official WickedMo-
vie.com page, the website listed
leads to an adult film site that re-
quires consumers to be over 18
to enter.

In a statement sent to The As-
sociated Press, Mattel said it
was “made aware of a misprint
on the packaging of the Mattel
Wicked collection dolls,” which
it said are primarily sold in the
United States. “We deeply re-
gret this unfortunate error and
are taking immediate action to
remedy this,” the company add-
ed.

Updated US-Mexico water
accord may bring relief

McALLEN — The

US. and Mexico
agreed to amend a 1944 water
treaty, which might bring some
relief to South Texas farmers
struggling with scarce water.

The International Water and
Boundary Commission, a feder-
al agency that oversees interna-
tional water treaties between
the U.S. and Mexico, announced
Saturday that the two countries
had signed a highly-anticipated
agreement that will give Mexico
more options to meet its water
deliveries to the U.S. Mexico
still needs to give the U.S. more
than a million acre-feet of wa-
ter.

South Texas farmers and
ranchers have been devastated
lately by low rainfall and Mex-
ico falling behind on its deliver-
ies to the region.

Under the 1944 international
treaty, Mexico must deliver
1,750,000 acre-feet of water to
the U.S. from six tributaries ev-

ery five years, or an average of
350,000 every year.

Fugitive caught, accused
in slaying to steal identity

T NASHVILLE — A
fugitive accused of
killing a man in Tennessee and
trying to pass off the body as
someone else’s by calling 911,
identifying himself as that per-
son and saying he had fallen off
a cliff while being chased by a
bear has been captured in South
Carolina, authorities said.

In asocial media post Sunday,
the Columbia Police Depart-
ment said Nicholas Wayne
Hamlett, 45, was recognized by
an employee at a hospital in the
South Carolina city. Authorities
confirmed his identity with a
fingerprint scanner and he’s in
the temporary custody of the
U.S. Marshals Service while
awaiting extradition to Tennes-
see.

On Nov. 4, the Tennessee
sheriff’s office identified the
dead man as 34-year-old Steven
Douglas Lloyd, of Knoxville. It
said Hamlett had befriended
Lloyd, then lured him into the
woods to kill him and take his
identity.

Newsom fined over delays
in reporting donations

CA LOS ANGELES —

California Gov. Gavin
Newsom has agreed to pay a fine
for not reporting on time charit-
able donations that companies
made on his behalf.

The Los Angeles Times re-
ported Friday that the Demo-
cratic governor agreed to pay
$13,000 in a settlement with the
Fair Political Practices Com-
mission.

State law requires elected of-
ficials to report donations made

on their behalf within 30 days.
Elected officials often ask com-
panies to make these charitable
donations, and the payments
aren’t subject to campaign con-
tribution limits but are required
to be reported out.

Newsom’s campaign said
some filings were late because it
had to depend on third parties to
track filing information. Nathan
Click, a spokesperson for the
governor, said Newsom has
filed a thousand other such re-
ports on time.

Regulators probe engines
on 1.4M Hondas, Acuras

M DETROIT — The
U.S. government’s
highway safety agency is inves-
tigating complaints that engines
can fail on as many as 1.4 million
Honda and Acura vehicles.

The probe by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration covers the 2016
through 2020 Honda Pilot and
Acura MDX, as well as the 2018
through 2020 Honda Odyssey
and Acura TLX. Also included
is the 2017 through 2019 Honda
Ridgeline.

The agency says in docu-
ments posted on its website
Monday that connecting rod
bearings on vehicles with 3.5-1i-
ter V6 engines can fail, leading
to complete engine failure. Con-
necting rods link the pistons to
the crankshaft and convert ver-
tical motion to move the wheels.

Honda recalled about 250,000
vehicles in November 2023 to
fix the same problem. But the
agency says it has 173 com-
plaints from owners who re-
ported connecting rod bearing
failures, yet their vehicles
weren’t included in the recall.

— From wire reports
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Wembanyama already in elite company

Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO —San Antonio Spurs cen-
ter Victor Wembanyama had another mon-
strousouting that puthimin the record books
among some impressive company.

Wembanyama had 34 points, 14 rebounds,
six assists and three blocks as the San Anto-
nio Spurs defeated the Sacramento Kings
116-96 on Monday night.

It was Wembanyama’s 82nd career game,
giving the 7-foot-3 No. 1 pick in 2023 from
France a full season of games played.

And with his outstanding performance,
Wembanyama joined Oscar Robertson, Ka-
reem Abdul-Jabbar, Larry Bird, Blake Grif-
fin and Sidney Wicks as the only players in
league history with 1,700 points, 800 re-
boundsand 300assistsintheirfirst 82 games.

Veteran point guard Chris Paul believes

the league has not yet seen the best from
Wembanyama.

“I wish you guys could see the work that
goes in day and day out,” Paul said. “You
know how talented he is, but his will to want
to get better. His will to want to work on
things. The more games we play, I think we
all will get more and more familiar with each
other.”

Wembanyama was named Rookie of the
Year and was second to fellow countryman
Rudy Gobert for Defensive Player of the
Year last season. He averaged 21.4 points,
10.6 rebounds, 3.9 assists and led the league
at 3.6 blocks in 71 games.

Aside from averaging 4.0 blocks, his num-
bers are slightly down this season, but he is
feeling better after a long summer spent
helping France win the silver medal in the

Paris Olympics.

Wembanyama set a career-high for 3-
pointers by shooting 6-for-9 in a 111-110 loss
to Utah on Saturday.

It was Wembanyama'’s third career game
with 20 points, 10 rebounds, five blocks and
five 3-pointers. It’s the most in league histo-
ry, surpassing two such games by Boston
center Kristaps Porzingis.

Wembanyama was 6-for-12 on 3-pointers
against the Kings to match his career-high.

After a sluggish start that saw his 3-point
shooting dip to 25%, Wembanyama is 14-
for-27 on 3-pointers in his last three games.

“I'm just taking better 3s,” Wembanyama
said. “ Yeah, of course it’s feeling better. I'm
20, I'm hoping for some years it’s going to
keep feeling better and better. There is no
reason for it to feel worse.”

Mitchell, Cavs improve to 12-0, just 8th team to do so

Associated Press

Domantas

Sabonis finished

CHICAGO — Donovan
Mitchell scored a season-high
36 points, and the Cleveland
Cavaliers beat the Chicago
Bulls 119-113 on Monday night
to become the eighth NBA team
to begin a season with 12
straight wins.

Darius Garland scored 17
points for Cleveland, and Evan
Mobley had 15 points and 11 re-
bounds. The Cavaliers scored at
least 110 points for the 11th time.
Garland rolled in a layup with
24 seconds left, and Mitchell
made two free throws to help
close it out.

Zach LaVine scored 26 points
for Chicago, which lost for the
fifth time in six games. Coby
White and Nicola Vucevic each
had 20 points.

The Bulls opened a nine-point
lead with 4:26 left in the third

quarter before Cleveland
bounced back late for a second
straight game.

Spurs 116, Kings 96: Victor
Wembanyama had 34 points
and 14 rebounds, Chris Paul
added 12 points and 11 rebounds
and host San Antonio rolled to a
victory over Sacramento.

De’Aron Fox had 24 points,

with 23 points and 12 rebounds
and DeMar DeRozan added 21
points for Sacramento. San An-
tonio snapped a four-game skid
against Sacramento.

Harrison Barnes had 10
points in his first game against
Sacramento since being traded
to San Antonio in the offseason.

Rockets 107, Wizards 92:
Alperen Sengun scored 27
points for a second straight
game and added 17 rebounds,
leading host Houston to a win
over Washington.

Sengun hit 12 of 19 shots and
added three blocks. Jalen Green
scored 18 points, Amen Thomp-
son had 13, and Jabari Smith Jr.
and Aaron Holiday each added
11. With Fred VanVleet out due
to a hamstring injury that coach
Ime Udoka said was a day-to-
day issue, rookie Reed Shep-
pard and Holiday saw increased
minutes. Sheppard matched his
early career high with seven
points.

Washington forward Kyle
Kuzma returned from a five-
game absence due to a right
groin strain and led Washington
with 18 points on 7-for-18 shoot-
ing in 24 minutes. Jordan Poole

had 11 points and eight turn-
overs.

Houston led 55-40 at halftime
and never trailed.

Thunder 134, Clippers 128:
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
scored a career-high 45 points,
and host Oklahoma City beat
Los Angeles in its first game this
season without Chet Holmgren.
Holmgren will miss at least
eight weeks with a pelvic frac-
ture after a hard fall during Sun-
day’s loss to Golden State. The
7-foot-1 forward/center had
been one of the league’s most ef-
ficient scorers and top shot
blockers.

Gilgeous-Alexander picked
up the slack by making 13 of 21
field goals and 1S of 16 free
throws. He also had nine assists.
Jalen Williams scored 28 points
and Lu Dort added 19 for Okla-
homa City. With their tallest
starter at 6-foot-6, the Thunder
ran relentlessly, yet committed
just 11 turnovers. They were ou-
trebounded 47-29.

Norman Powell scored 31
points, but he fouled out with the
Clippers down four with 1:32 re-
maining. Ivica Zubac had 22
points and 14 rebounds and Der-
rick Jones Jr. added 20 points

for Los Angeles. James Harden
had 17 points, 11 rebounds and
nine assists, but he shot S-for-15
and had five fouls.

Nets 107, Pelicans 105:
Cam Thomas scored 10 of his 17
points in the fourth quarter, in-
cluding a 3-pointer for the lead
in the final minute, and visiting
Brooklyn defeated New Orleans
to extend its losing streak to five
games.

Cameron Johnson and Noah
Clowney each scored 15 points
and Dennis Schroder scored 14
for the Nets, who snapped a two-
game skid.

Brandon Ingram led New Or-
leans with 24 points, but scored
just 2 points on a pair of free
throws in the second half. Roo-
kie center Yves Missi had 17
points and 11 rebounds — both
career highs — and Jeremiah
Robinson-Earl had 15 points for
the Pelicans, who did not score
during the final 3:3S.

Brandon Boston Jr., who had
10 assists, made a 27-foot 3-
pointer and followed that up
with a dunk after a steal by Mis-
si to give New Orleans a 105-101
lead. But the Pelicans missed
their final eight shots as the Nets
pulled back in front.
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Hill, Dolphins beat Rams to end 3-game skid

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Midway
through a season of heartbreak-
ing losses, major injuries and
maddeningly inconsistent play,
the Miami Dolphins mostly put
it all together Monday night.

While their preseason Super
Bowl aspirations are still in
grave danger of slipping away,
the Dolphins’ gritty 23-15 victo-
ry over the Los Angeles Rams
demonstrated to Miami’s key
players that they still might
have a shot to make something
out of this very trying year.

Tyreek Hill caught a short
touchdown pass from Tua Tago-
vailoain the third quarter to end
the longest scoring drought of
his career, and the Dolphins
(3-6) kept Los Angeles out of the
end zone while snapping their
three-game losing streak with
just their second victory in eight
games.

“When we’re playing our best
ball, we can still beat anybody,”

defensive tackle Calais Camp-
bell said. “We’ve just got to con-
tinue to believe, continue to
fight. And obviously the margin
for error is zero. So it’s one
game, but we’ve got to keep it
going. For us to go where we
want to go, we've got to keep
fighting and believe.”

Rookie receiver Malik Wash-
ington rushed 18 yards for his
first NFL. touchdown on the
opening possession of a much-
needed turnaround night for be-
leaguered Miami, which had
lost three games by a combined
10 points since their last victory
Oct. 6.

The Dolphins’ solid defense
stepped up impressively at SoFi
Stadium, forcing two turnovers
and keeping the Rams touch-
down-less despite yielding 327
yards.

Tagovailoa passed for only
207 yards, but he made a series
of big throws while Miami con-
verted six third downs, most of

them at key moments. Tagovai-
loa was 9-for-12 for 137 yards on
third downs alone.

“We’ve come a long way
through however many losses in
a row,” Tagovailoa said. “The
resilience of this team with the
external noise, everyone count-
ing us out, hopefully this is an
opportunity to not waste. Hope-
fully we can go on a run with this
win and find our rhythm.”

Hill had three receptions —
including his first TD catch
since the season opener — while
playing through a wrist injury,
and Jason Sanders kicked three
field goals.

“This is the kind of game that
can spark a run,” Campbell
said. “But it doesn’t mean any-
thing if we don’t win the next
one. ... The hard part is, how do
you continue this? But like we
said in the (pregame) meetings,
to create a wildfire, all it takes is
one spark. So we keep believing,
keep fighting and make a run

forit.”

Los Angeles’ run was stopped
in its tracks.

Matthew Stafford passed for
293 yards and rookie Joshua
Karty kicked five field goals for
the Rams (4-5), whose three-
game winning streak ended
with a major offensive regres-
sion. Los Angeles failed to score
a touchdown for only the eighth
time in coach Sean McVay’s
eight seasons, and it couldn’t
score an offensive touchdown
for only the second time in four
years when Stafford was in uni-
form.

“Defensively, I was pleased
with the way we played,”
McVay said. “Ultimately we
weren’t able to capitalize on of-
fense. There wasn’t any sem-
blance of complementary foot-
ball. ... There have been instanc-
es where we haven’t been con-
sistent enough. Sloppy? Yeah.
We have to be able to play better
and be more consistent.”

Finalists for major MLB awards announced

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Los Angeles Dodgers star
Shohei Ohtani is a finalist for his first National
League MVP award after winning the AL
honor twice, joined among the top three in NL,
votingby New York Mets shortstop Francisco
Lindor and Arizona second baseman Ketel
Marte.

New York Yankees outfielder Aaron Judge
is a finalist for his second American League
MVP in three seasons, joined by teammate
Juan Soto and Kansas City shortstop Bobby
Witt Jr.

Ohtani was unanimously voted the AL
MVP in 2021 and 2023 as a two-way star for
the Los Angeles Angels and finished second
to Judge in 2022 voting. He didn’t pitch in
2024 following elbow surgery and signed a
record $700 million, 10-year contract with the
Dodgers.

Ohtani would join Frank Robinson for Cin-
cinnati in 1961 and Baltimore in 1966 as the
only players to win the MVP award in both
leagues.

Pittsburgh’s Paul Skenes is a finalist in bal-
loting for the NL Cy Young Award and NL
Rookie of the Year. The 22-year-old right-

hander becomes the fifth rookie to finish
among the top three in Cy Young Award vot-
ing, after Mark Fidrych (1976), Fernando Va-
lenzuela (1981), Dwight Gooden (1984) and
José Fernandez (2013). The only one to win
both in the same year was Valenzuela in the
National League.

Ohtanihit.310, stole S9basesandled the NL
with 54 homers and 130 RBIs exclusively as a
designated hitter, becoming the first player
with S0 or more homers and SO or more stolen
bases in a season. He helped the Dodgers to
the World Series title, playing the final three
games with a torn labrum in his left shoulder.

The top three finishers in voting for each of
the major individual awards presented an-
nually by the Baseball Writers’ Association of
America were announced Monday night on
MLB Network. Winners will be revealed next
week.

Lindor batted .273 with 33 homers, 91 RBIs
and 29 steals, while Marte hit .292 with 36
homers and 95 RBIs.

Judge led the major leagues with S8 hom-
ers,144 RBIs and 133 walks while hitting .322.
Witt topped the big leagues with a .332 aver-
age, hitting 32 homers with 109 RBIs. Soto

batted .288 with 41 homers and 109 RBIs.

Atlanta’s Chris Sale and Philadelphia’s
Zack Wheeler are NL Cy Young Award final-
ists along with Skenes, who made his big
league debut May 11 and went 11-3 with a1.96
ERA in 23 starts, striking out 170 in 133 in-
nings.

Detroit’s Tarik Skubal, Kansas City’s Seth
Lugo and Cleveland closer Emmanuel Clase
are the finalists for the AL honor. Clase be-
comes the first reliever to finish among the
top three in voting since San Diego’s Trevor
Hoffman came in second in 2006 NL ballot-
ing.

Padres outfielder Jackson Merrill and Mil-
waukee Brewers outfielder Jackson Chourio
joined Skenes as finalists for NL. Rookie of the
Year. Yankees right-hander Luis Gil and
catcher Austin Wells are AL finalists along
with Baltimore outfielder Colton Cowser.

Cleveland’s Stephen Vogt, Kansas City’s
Matt Quatraro and Detroit’s A.J. Hinch are fi-
nalists for ALL Manager of the Year. The three
NL finalists were all first-year managers with
their teams: the Mets’ Carlos Mendoza, Mil-
waukee’s Pat Murphy and San Diego’s Mike
Shildt.
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Nelson helps No. 2 Tide top McNeese St.

Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Grant
Nelson scored 22 points and had
seven rebounds to lead No. 2
Alabama over McNeese State
72-64 on Monday night.

Latrell Wrightsell Jr. went S-
for-9 from 3-point range, scor-
ing 1S points for the Crimson
Tide (3-0), and Mark Sears add-
ed 1S points, three rebounds
and five assists.

The Cowboys (1-2) struggled
with foul trouble, committing
22 fouls. Javohn Garcia, who
has averaged 18 points per
game this season, was limited to
11 minutes due to foul trouble,
scoring only four points.

Sincere Parker led McNeese
State with 19 points off the
bench, and Alyn Breed scored
17 points.

No. 7 lowa State 82, Kansas
City 56: Curtis Jones came off
the bench to score 20 points and
Milan Momcilovic added 16 to
lead the Cyclones in a rout over
the visiting Kangaroos.

Jones, who played a key role
as Iowa State’s sixth man last
season, has scored 20 or more
points three times in his 32
games with the Cyclones. He
had 26 in a Sweet 16 loss to Illi-

nois.

Charlotte transfer Dishon
Jackson added 13 points and six
rebounds in his second game
for Iowa State (2-0).

No. 13 Purdue 92, Yale 84:
Braden Smith finished with 22
points, nine rebounds and six
assists and Trey Kaufman-
Renn added 17 points to lead the
No. 13 Boilermakers past the
visiting Bulldogs.

Purdue (3-0) extended its
home winning streak to 21, ty-
ing the third-longest in Mackey
Arena history. It’s also won 24
consecutive November games
and still has not lost a regular-
season non-conference game
since December 2020.

John Poulakidas scored 23
points and made five 3-pointers
to lead Yale (1-2).

No. 15 Marquette 70, Cen-
tral Michigan 62: Stevie Mitch-
ell scored 17 points and the
Golden Eagles capitalized on an
early 21-0 run to defeat a pesky
Chippewas team.

Kam Jones and Chase Ross
each added 12 points for host
Marquette, and Ben Gold had
10. Jones also had eight assists,
five rebounds and three steals.

Kyler VanderJagt had 19

points to lead Central Michigan
1-2).

No. 20 Florida 86, Gram-
bling State 62: Reuben Chi-
nyelu tied his career-high with
14 points, Walter Clayton Jr.
and Will Richard added 12
apiece, and the Gators beat the
visiting Tigers in coach Todd
Golden’s first game since he ac-
knowledged an ongoing school
inquiry into sexual harassment
and stalking allegations.

The Independent Florida Al-
ligator reported Friday that the
university is investigating
Golden through a Title IX com-
plaint.

Kintavious Dozier led the Ti-
gers (1-2) with 19 points.

No. 21 Ohio State 81, Young-
stown State 47: Aaron Brad-
shaw and John Mobley Jr. each
scored 16 points to lead five
players in double figures as the
Buckeyes went on an early run
and then crushed the visiting
Penguins.

Ohio State (2-0) played out-
standing defense, holding a
Youngstown State (1-1) team
with mostly new players to 24%
shooting.

The Buckeyes shot 55%, with
Bruce Thornton scoring 12,

Meechie Johnson Jr. adding 11,
including three 3-pointers, and
Sean Stewart 10.

No. 23 Texas A&M 97, La-
mar 71: Zhuric Phelps scored
16 points and Wade Taylor IV
and Andersson Garcia each had
1S as the Aggies defeated the
visiting Cardinals.

Henry Coleman III added 13
points for Texas A&M (2-1),
which dropped 10 spots in the
AP Top 25 poll this week. But
they have won consecutive
games over Lamar and East
Texas A&M after opening the
season with a 64-61 loss at UCF.

Alexis Marmolejos led the
Cardinals (1-1) with 23 points.

No. 24 Rutgers 75, St. Pe-
ter’s 65: Dylan Harper scored
24 points and hit a go-ahead lay-
up with 3:49 to play to lead the
No. 24 Scarlet Knights to a
much-harder-than  expected
victory over the visiting Pea-
cocks.

Rutgers (2-0) had to over-
came a five-point halftime def-
icit and twice had to rally in the
final minutes after St. Peter’s
(0-3) wiped out a nine-point def-
icit and took one-point leads,
the last at 65-64 on a layup by
Tyreck Morris with 4:07 to go.

Hurricanes hand Golden Knights their first home loss

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Jordan Martinook scored
for the fourth game in a row and the Car-
olina Hurricanes handed the Vegas Golden
Knights their first home loss with a 5-2 vic-
tory Monday night.

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Eric Robinson and
Jordan Staal each had a goal and an assist.
Tyson Jost scored the other Hurricanes
goal. Jaccob Slavin had two assists and Mar-
tin Necas extended his point streak to 10
games.

Pyotr Kochetkov stopped 31 shots for
Carolina.

Jack Eichel had a goal and an assist for
the Golden Knights, giving him eight points
in three games. Ivan Barbashev scored
their other goal.

Carolina chased Vegas goalie Adin Hill at
6:13 of the second period after he gave up

four goals on 21 shots.

The Hurricanes bounced back from Sat-
urday’s 6-4 loss at Colorado, which halted
their eight-game winning streak. They be-
came the first visiting team to win at Vegas
this season after the Golden Knights set a
franchise record by starting 8-0 at home.

Canadiens 7, Sabres 5: Cole Caufield
scored twice, including the game-winner, to
lead visiting Montreal past Buffalo.

The win snapped a six-game losing streak
for the Canadiens, and ended a three-game
winning streak for the Sabres.

Stars 7, Penguins 1: Miro Heiskanen
scored two of Dallas’ six first-period goals,
and it beat host Pittsburgh.

Mason Marchment had a goal and four
assists for Dallas, which had dropped three
of four. Matt Duchene had a goal and two
assists.

Flyers 4, Sharks 3 (S0): Matvei Michkov
had a goal and an assist, and then scored in
the shootout to lead host Philadelphia to a
victory over San Jose.

Michkov returned to the lineup after he
was a healthy scratch for two consecutive
games.

Flames 3, Kings 1: Captain Mikael Back-
lund had a goal and assist to lead host Cal-
gary to a gritty victory over Los Angeles.

Jonathan Huberdeau with his team-lead-
ing sixth goal and Kevin Rooney, into an
empty net, also scored for Calgary.

Avalanche 3, Predators 2 (OT): Samuel
Girard stole the puck and scored his first
goal of the season on a breakaway 2:47 into
overtime as host Colorado beat Nashville.

Girard was mobbed by teammates on the
ice after beating Juuse Saros with a shot into
the corner of the net.
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