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Patients told of fake Genesis web portal

By BriaAN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes

The Defense Health Agency
is warning patients about a
website posing as its online
military records system and
patient portal, Military Health
System Genesis.

Defense Health Network
Central posted a cyber safety
alert Friday morning on its offi-
cial Facebook page.

“If you find any websites that
reference the MHS GENESIS
Patient Portal or other infor-
mation about MHS GENESIS
that are not part of the .mil do-
main, those are not official gov-
ernment websites or affiliated

with the Department of De-
fense or Military Health Sys-
tem,” the post states.

Hospitals at military bases in
Japan posted warnings on their
official Facebook pages Friday
morning about an “impostor
website” claiming to be the pa-
tient portal, which is used to
book medical appointments.

The legitimate website is
https://patientportal. mhsgene-
sis.health.mil, the posts state.

“Any web address ending in
anything other than .mil will
not take you to the MHS GEN-
ESIS Patient Portal and may
not be secure,” the warnings
state.

Naval Hospital Okinawa
posted that the fake website
points users to a mobile app
available for iPhone and An-
droid, but MHS Genesis has no
such app.

Patients who visit the fake
site are at risk of having “their
personal information obtained
by a party not associated with
the Military Health System if
they attempt to access their
health information using any of
the links on the website,” the
post states.

“The DHA Cyber Operations
Center is actively blocking a
fake portal site using a .info
web address,” the post states.

Naval Hospital Okinawa
posted screenshots of the fake
site along with a description.

The bogus website features
no branding, but does link to
the health agency and health
system’s social media and oth-
er sites, including Department
of Defense Self-Service Login,
“which may give the appear-
ance of being authentic,” the
post states.

The false website includes a
disclaimer at the bottom of
each webpage: “This site is not
affiliated with Military Health
System nor TRICARE. All con-
tent is purely for the user’s in-
formation only.”

SOUTHCOM gets another historic leadership change

Stars and Stripes

U.S. Navy Adm. Alvin Holsey
assumed command of U.S.
Southern Command in a cere-
mony held at the command’s
headquarters in Doral, Fla., on
Thursday, according to a
SOUTHCOM news release.

The change-of-command cer-
emony was presided over by
Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin and attended by security
leaders from 32 Latin American
and Caribbean nations, the re-
lease said.

Holsey, who previously
served as the military deputy
commander of SOUTHCOM
and was promoted to the rank of
admiral shortly before the cere-
mony, is taking over from U.S.
Army Gen. Laura J. Richard-
son, who is retiring.

Richardson was the first
woman to command SOUTH-
COM, while Holsey is the com-
mand’s first African American
leader. Austin hailed the dis-
tinction.

“Ladies and gentlemen, we’re

making history today. We’re
making America more secure
for sure,” Austin said, accord-
ing to a Pentagon transcript.
“But we’re also making history
today —as the first woman com-
mander of SOUTHCOM passes
the baton to the first African
American commander  of
SOUTHCOM.”

Aside from being the first
woman to lead SOUTHCOM,
Richardson was also the first
woman to command U.S. Army
North, Austin noted. Meanwhile

Holsey made history by becom-
ing the inaugural commander of
the International Maritime Se-
curity Construct/Coalition Task
Force Sentinel, according to the
SOUTHCOM release.

Holsey came under fire dur-
ing a Senate confirmation hear-
ing earlier in the year for his
work on a report recommend-
ing steps the Navy could take to
improve diversity and inclu-
sion.

His service record was not at
issue in the hearing, however.

Marines stationed globally celebrate 249th birthday

By ALEXANDER BANERJEE
Stars and Stripes

The nation’s third-oldest
branch of the military celebrat-
ed its 249th birthday Sunday.

Older than the United States
itself, the service’s founding is
dated to a 1775 resolution
passed by the Second Continen-

tal Congress that ordered “two
Battalions of Marines be
raised” as alanding force for the
colonies’ naval fleet.

Like the Navy, which cele-
brated its 249th birthday last
month, the Marine Corps dis-
banded in the aftermath of the
Revolutionary War. It was re-

established in 1798 and has re-
mained in service ever since.

Cheerful galas and cake-cut-
tings were held literally across
the country, from Hawaii to Vir-
ginia.

Celebrations were not limited
to the U.S. mainland. At Marine
Corps Base Camp Blaz in Dede-

do, Guam, Marines and sailors
collectively ran 249 miles in a
24-hour period to honor the
birthday.

Galas were also held at the
U.S. Africa Command head-
quarters in Stuttgart, Germany,
and at Camp Hansen in Okina-
wa, Japan.
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Ex-VA head Wilkie to lead DOD transition

By SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
AND MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Robert
Wilkie, a former Department of
Veterans Affairs secretary un-
der President Donald Trump,
has been tapped to lead the De-
fense Department’s transition
efforts for the returning presi-
dent, according to news reports.

Wilkie, a colonel in the Air
Force Reserve, led the VA from
2018 until 2021 and previously
served as the undersecretary of
defense for personnel and readi-
ness. His new role was first re-
ported by Politico.

Wilkie is expected to take
charge of Trump’s search for a
new defense secretary as well as
other senior civilian leaders in
the military.

As VA secretary, Wilkie
sought to expand veteran access
to health care, oversaw the de-

partment’s response to the first
year of the coronavirus pandem-
ic and worked on modernizing
VA infrastructure, including the
ongoing overhaul of electronic
health records.

Histenure was also marked by
controversy.

He most notably came under
fire for his response to a com-
plaint by aNavy veteran working
as a Democratic congressional
aide that she was sexually as-
saulted at the Washington VA
Medical Center.

The VA’sinspector general de-
termined Wilkie and his senior
staff questioned the veteran’s
credibility and attempted to den-
igrate her. The investigation
deemed Wilkie’s response “at a
minimum unprofessional” but
did not find criminal wrongdo-
ing.

Top Democraticlawmakers as
well as the nation’s largest veter-

ans organizations called on Wil-
kietoresign overthe scandal, but
he remained in his post until the
end of Trump’s first presidential
term.

Jim Byrne, the VA’s former
second-in-command who Wilkie
abruptly fired in 2020, said later
that year that he was dismissed
because he refused “totrash” the
aide.

Wilkie also drew criticism for
hisstance on social justiceissues.

He opposed a gender-neutral
update to the agency’s former
male-centric motto — “To care
for him who shall have borne the
battle and for his widow, and his
orphan” — and resisted the re-
moval of German soldier grave-
stones etched with swastikas
from VA-operated cemeteries.

In 2020, as the country grap-
pled withracial tensions afterthe
killing of George Floyd by police
in Minneapolis, Wilkie said he

had not heard any concerns from
veterans about VA facilities
named after Confederates. The
VA atthe time saidithad no plans
to rename a hospital named for a
Confederate physician who sup-
ported slavery and lauded white
supremacy.

Wilkie was formerly a mem-
ber of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans and attended memorial
ceremonies for Confederate vet-
erans for years. He said in 2018
that he no longer attended the
events because they had become
“part of the politics that divide
us.”

Wilkie grew up at North Car-
olina’s Fort Liberty, formerly
Fort Bragg, as the son of an Army
artillery commander who was
severely wounded in Vietnam.
He served in the U.S. Navy Re-
serve as a naval intelligence offi-
cer before joining the Air Force
Reserve.

Army major accused of rape,
assault of at least 20 people

By CorREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

A Virginia-based Army major
faces accusations of sexual of-
fenses against at least 20 victims
in a three-year period, the servic-
e’s Office of Special Trial Counsel
said Friday.

An Army lawyer Monday is-
sued arecommendation that Maj.
Jonathan J. Batt face a court-
martial on charges including
rape, assault and obstruction of
justice, said Michelle McCaskKill,
a spokeswoman for the Office of
Special Trial Counsel. The office
will soon determine whether the
case will proceed to a court-mar-
tial, she said.

The chargesinclude 76 specifi-
cations of wrongdoing ranging
from rape to sexual assault, as-
sault and obstructing an investi-
gation, McCaskill said. The Army
brought the charges Oct. 16 and

the service’s Criminal Investiga-
tion Division described the probe
Friday as open and ongoing.

Batt is a 2007 graduate of the
U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y. He commissioned as
an infantry officer and he has
served with the 82nd Airborne
Division, the Sth Ranger Train-
ing Brigade, the 3rd Infantry Di-
vision, the 75th Ranger Regiment
and the 3rd Infantry Regiment,
according to service records. He
has served at least four combat
tours in Afghanistan and he was
most recently assigned to the De-
fense Department’s Joint Artifi-
cial Intelligence Center in north-
ern Virginia’s Crystal City.

Officials said Friday that Batt
was initially placed in detain-
ment by his commander, but he
was released from custody Nov. 1
by a military judge after a hear-
ing.

Army veteran saves woman
from house fire in S. Korea

By Luis Garcia

AND Y00 KvyonG CHANG

Stars and Stripes

PYEONGTAEK, South Korea
— A quiet evening at home took a
chaotic turn for U.S. Army veter-
an Arthur Chavarria when his
wife, Kim Dong Young, opened
the door on Nov. 1 and shouted,
“There’s afire!”

Chavarria was headed for bed,
but instead slipped on flip-flops
andrantoward smoke rising from
an old house in Seokgeun village
near Camp Humphreys.

“Iheard a woman screaming —
areally loud, desperate scream,”
he told Stars and Stripes by phone
Wednesday. “The moment I
heard that, I just ran toward the
residence.”

What happened next earned
the couple a commendation from
the Pyeongtaek Fire Department

and praise from Fire Chief Kang
Bong-ju.

When he rushed outside that
night, Chavarria saw a neighbor-
ing homeowner, an elderly wom-
an, heading back into the burning
structure.

Chavarria followed her in and
quickly realized she was alone, at-
tempting tofight the flames witha
garden hose. He guided her to a
side door that he forced open and
the two escaped safely, he said.

Meanwhile, Kim had called
Pyeongtaek firefighters, who ar-
rived quickly and contained the
blaze by early morning, although
the house was a total loss, Park
Byung-jun, the prevention mea-
sures team leader, told Stars and
Stripes by phone Tuesday.

The woman wasn’t injured but
inhaled smoke and declined a
hospital visit, Park said.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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D0J charges man in Trump murder-for-hire plot

Associated Press
WASHINGTON— The Justice
Department on Friday disclosed
an Iranian murder-for-hire plotto
kill Donald Trump, charging a
man who said he had been tasked
by a government official before
last week’s election with planning
the assassination of the Republi-
can president-elect.
Investigators were told of the
plan to kill Trump by Farhad
Shakeri, an accused Iranian gov-
ernment asset who spent time in
American prisons forrobbery and
who authorities said maintains a
network of criminal associates en-
listed by Tehran for surveillance
and murder-for-hire plots.

Shakeri told the FBI that a con-
tact in Iran’s paramilitary Revo-
lutionary Guard instructed him
this past September to set aside
other work he was doing and as-
semble a plan within seven days
to surveil and ultimately Kill
Trump, according to a criminal
complaint unsealed in federal
court in Manhattan.

The official was quoted by
Shakeri as saying that “We have
already spent a lot of money”” and
that “money’snotanissue.” Shak-
eri told investigators the official
told him that if he could not put to-
gether a plan within the seven-
day timeframe, then the plot
would be paused until after the

election because the official as-
sumed Trump would lose and
that it would be easier to kill him
then, the complaint said.

Shakeri is at large and remains
in Iran. Two other men were ar-
rested on charges that Shakeri
recruited them to follow and kill
prominent  Iranian-American
journalist Masih Alinejad, who
has endured multiple Iranian
murder-for-hire plots foiled by
law enforcement.

“I'mvery shocked,” said Aline-
jad, speaking by telephone to The
Associated Press from Berlin,
where she was about to attend a
ceremony to mark the anniver-
sary of the tearing down of the

wall. “This is the third attempt
against me and that’s shocking.”

Inapostonthe social media plat-
form X, she said: “I came to Amer-
ica to practice my First Amend-
ment right to freedom of speech—
I don’t want to die. I want to fight
against tyranny, and I deserve to
be safe. Thank you to law enforce-
ment for protecting me, but I urge
the U.S. government to protect the
national security of America.”

In Tehran, Esmail Baghaei, an
Iranian foreign ministry spokes-
man, rejected the report and
calleditaplotby Israel-linked cir-
cles to make Iran-U.S. relations
more complicated, the official IR-
NA news agency reported.

Democracy was motivation for voters on both sides of election

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — While in-
flation and immigration
emerged as the dominant
themesinthisyear’s presidential
race, another issue was promi-
nent in the minds of voters for
both major candidates: the
stakes for democracy.

Half of voters identified de-
mocracy as the single most im-
portant motivating factor for
their vote. That was higher than
the share of voters who answered
the same way about inflation, the
situation at the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der, abortion policy or free
speech, according to AP Vote-
Cast, a survey of more than
120,000 voters nationwide.

Notably,backersof Democrat-

ic Vice President Kamala Harris
and Republican Donald Trump,
the president-elect, saw the issue
from different perspectives.

About two-thirds of Harris
voters said the future of democ-
racy was the most important fac-
tor for their votes. No other topic
— high prices, abortion policy,
free speech or the potential of the
firstwoman to be elected as pres-
ident—was asbig a factor for her
supporters. Harris especially
leaned into this messaging to-
ward the end of her campaign:
She said Trump was a threat to
undermine the country’s found-
ing ideals and she called him a
fascist.

Audrey Wesley, 90, of Minnea-
polis cited Trump’s legal cases

and his disregard for the law as
one of the reasons she supported
Harris.

“Our system is broken,” she
said.

Theideathat democracyis un-
der attack also motivated Trump
voters, but in starkly different
ways. About one-third of his sup-
porters said democracy was the
most important factor for their
vote.

A further breakdown of the
survey found that 9 in 10 Harris
voters who indicated democracy
was the single most important
factor in their vote were some-
what or very concerned that
electing Trump would bring the
country closer to authoritarian-
ism. About 8 in 10 Trump voters

felt electing Harris would bring
the country closer to authoritar-
ianism. “Democracy voters”
who supported Harris and
Trump were equally concerned
that the opposing candidate’s
views were too extreme.

Debbie Dooley, 66, and a co-
founder of the tea party move-
ment, had several important fac-
tors in her voting decision, all
leading to concern over what
would happen to the country un-
der another Democratic admin-
istration.

“I think it was Thomas Jeffer-
son who said when people fear
their government, there is tyran-
ny,” she said. “We had tyranny
under the Biden-Harris ma-
chine.”

FEMA fires manager who told

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — A Federal
Emergency Management
Agency employee who ordered
workers to bypass homes with
yard signs supporting Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump has
been fired, the agency’s head
said Saturday.

“This is a clear violation of
FEMA'’s core values and princi-
ples to help people regardless of

their political affiliation,” FE-
MA Administrator Deanne
Criswell said in a statement.
“This was reprehensible.”

The incident occurred in
Lake Placid, Fla., when a super-
visor for the disaster relief
agency instructed their team to
“avoid homes advertising
Trump” while canvassing resi-
dents who could qualify for fed-
eral aid following Hurricane

Milton, according to the Daily
Wire.

Atleast 20 homes with Trump
signs or flags were skipped
from the end of October and into
November because of the guid-
ance, the news outlet reported
Friday.

Criswell said the incident in-
volved a single employee of the
agency’s more than 22,000 and
the matter had been referred to

staff to skip Trump supporters

the special counsel’s office for
further investigation.

“I want to be clear to all of my
employees and the American
people, this type of behavior and
action will not be tolerated at
FEMA and we will hold people
accountable if they violate these
standards of conduct,” Criswell
said. “I will continue to do ev-
erything in my power to make
sure this never happens again.”
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Bomb kills dozens at Pakistan rail station

Associated Press

QUETTA, Pakistan — A sui-
cide bomber blew himself up at
a train station in restive south-
western Pakistan on Saturday,
killing at least 26 people, includ-
ing soldiers and railway staff,
and wounding about 62 others,
some critically, officials said.

The attack happened when
nearly 100 passengers were
waiting for a train to travel to
the garrison city of Rawalpindi
from Quetta, the capital of Balo-
chistan province, according to
Hamza Shafqaat, a senior gov-
ernment administrator.

When asked about a security
breach that led to the bombing,
Shafqaat told reporters that “it

is usually very difficult to stop
such suicide attacks.”

However, Shahid Nawaz, who
is in charge of security at Quet-
ta’s train station, insisted there
was no breach as the attacker
was disguised as a passenger
and blew himself up among peo-
ple at the station.

TV footage showed the steel
structure of the platform’s roof
blown apart and a destroyed tea
stall. Luggage was strewn ev-
erywhere. Most of the victims
were taken to a state-owned
hospital and some to a military
one.

Wasim Baig, a spokesman for
the health department and po-
lice said over a dozen soldiers

and six railway employees were
among the dead at the station,
where a walk-through gate has
been installed to check whether
anyone is carrying explosives.
Still, there are multiple other
entrances to the station without
such security.

A separatist group, the Balo-
chistan  Liberation Army,
claimed the attack in a state-
ment, saying a suicide bomber
targeted troops present at the
railway station. The outlawed
BLA has long waged an insur-
gency seeking independence
from Islamabad.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif denounced the bombing in a
statement, saying those who or-

chestrated the attack “will pay a
very heavy price for it,” adding
that security forces were deter-
mined to eliminate “the menace
of terrorism.”

Saturday’s assault came a lit-
tle over a week after a powerful
bomb attached to a motorcycle
exploded near a vehicle carry-
ing police officers assigned to
protect polio workers in the
province, killing nine people, in-
cluding five children who were
nearby.

In August, the BLA carried
out multiple coordinated at-
tacks on passenger buses, police
and security forces across Balo-
chistan, Kkilling more than SO
people, mostly civilians.

Israeli strikes kill dozens
in Lebanon, north Gaza

Associated Press

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza
Strip — Israeli strikes killed
dozens of people including chil-
dren on Sunday in Lebanon and
isolated northern Gaza, as the
world watched for signs of how
the U.S. election might affect
the war against Iranian-backed
militant groups Hamas and
Hezbollah.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said he has spo-
ken three times with Donald
Trump since Tuesday’s election
and they ‘“see eye-to-eye re-
garding the Iranian threat and
all of its components.” Israel’s
president, Isaac Herzog, is
scheduled to meet with Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Tuesday.

The Israeli airstrike in Leba-
non Kkilled at least 23 people in-
cluding seven children in Aal-
mat village north of Beirut, far
from the areas in the east and
south where Hezbollah mili-
tants have a major presence. Le-
banon’s Health Ministry said
another six people were wound-
ed. There was no Israeli evacua-
tion warning.

Hezbollah began firing rock-

ets, drones and missiles into Is-
rael after war broke outin Gaza,
in solidarity with the Palesti-
nians and Hamas. Israel reta-
liated, and a series of escala-
tions have led to all-out war.

In northern Gaza, an Israeli
strike on a home sheltering dis-
placed people in the urban refu-
gee camp of Jabaliya killed at
least 17 people including nine
women, according to Dr. Fadel
Naim, director of Al-Ahly Hos-
pital in Gaza City. Israel’s mil-
itary said it targeted a site
where militants were operating,
without providing evidence. It
said the details of the strike are
under review.

A separate strike hit a house
in Gaza City, killing Wael al-
Khour, a minister in the Hamas-
run government, as well as his
wife and three children, accord-
ing to the Civil Defense, first re-
sponders who operate under the
government.

The mid-month deadline is
approaching for an ultimatum
the Biden administration gave
Israel to allow more aid into Ga-
za or risk possible restrictions
on U.S. military funding.

Germany marks 35 years
since fall of Berlin Wall

Associated Press

BERLIN — Tens of thou-
sands of people celebrated the
fall of the Berlin Wall 35 years
agoin Germany’s capital on Sat-
urday with open-air concerts,
art installations and official
events commemorating one of
the country’s most historic days
on Nov. 9, 1989.

It was “a lucky day for which
we Germans are still grateful to-
day,” Chancellor Olaf Scholz
said.

Built in 1961, the Berlin Wall
stood for 28 years at the front
line of the Cold War between the
Americans and the Soviets. It
was built by communists to cut
off East Germans from the sup-
posed ideological contamina-
tion of the West and to stem the
tide of people fleeing East Ger-
many.

It had carved a 97.2-mile
swath through Berlin’s heart
and the surrounding country-
side, and through the hearts of
many of its people.

However, when the border
was opened 35 years ago, it took
less than a year until the coun-
try’s reunification on Oct. 3,

1990.

Today only a few stretches of
the wall remain, mostly as a
tourist attraction.

For the anniversary celebra-
tions on Saturday, event orga-
nizers created a temporary wall
of 5,000 posters designed by
children and adults under the
motto “We uphold freedom,”
which attracted a steady flow of
visitors, including many foreign
tourists. It stands along a 2.5-
mile stretch of the former wall
in downtown Berlin.

The posters combine the de-
mands of East German protes-
ters against the communist au-
thorities in autumn 1989, such
as freedom of expression, free-
dom of the press and freedom to
travel, with current day wishes
and were created as part of
workshops in schools, church
parishes, local art groups and
cultural projects.

“Uphold freedom, because
without freedom everything
else is nothing,” Berlin Mayor
Kai Wegner said at an official
anniversary event with Presi-
dent Frank-Walter Steinmeier
at the Berlin Wall Memorial.
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1 of 43 escaped research
lab monkeys recovered

S YEMASSEE — One
of 43 monkeys bred
for medical research that escap-
ed a compound in South Caroli-
na has been recovered un-
harmed, officials said Saturday.
The Rhesus macaques, all fe-
males weighing about 7 pounds,
made a break for it Wednesday
after an employee at the Alpha
Genesis facility in Yemassee
didn’t fully lock a door as she fed
and checked on them, officials
said.

The monkeys on Friday were
exploring the outer fence of the
Alpha Genesis compound and
were cooing at the monkeys in-
side. The primates continued to
interact with their companions
inside the facility on Saturday,
which is a positive sign, the po-
lice statement said.

Alpha Genesis, federal health
officials and police all said the
monkeys pose no risk to public
health. The facility breeds the
monkeys to sell to medical and
other researchers.

Driver cited after tour bus
overturns on highway

CHILI — A bus with

more than two dozen
passengers aboard rolled over
on a highway in upstate New
York on Thursday morning,
critically injuring one person
and sending others to hospitals,
police said.

All 28 people aboard were
sent to hospitals, some with mi-
nor injuries, after the bus over-
turned and slid on Interstate
490 west of Rochester around 7
a.m.

The driver, who was ejected
through the front windshield,
was ticketed for fatigued driv-

ing, speeding, unsafe lane
change and driving without a
seat belt. police said.

The bus had left New York
City around midnight and had
just made a stop at Rochester on
its way to Niagara Falls, offi-
cials said.

State moves ahead with
selling national park land

CHEYENNE —

Wyoming officials
voted Thursday to proceed with
selling a spectacular, pristine
piece of state property within
Grand Teton National Park to
the federal government for $100
million and end decades of
threats to sell it to the highest-
bidding private developer.

The 3-2 vote by the state
Board of Land Commissioners
— made up of Gov. Mark Gor-
don and the other top four state
elected officials, all Republi-
cans — puts the square-mile
parcel with an unobstructed
view of the Teton Range a step
closer to becoming part of the
park.

The land that has been a bone
of contention between Wyom-
ing and federal officials for dec-
ades may finally be on track to
sell by the end of this year.

Man convicted of killing
girlfriend, hiding her body

M MANKATO — A

Minnesota  man
was convicted Thursday in the
Killing of his girlfriend, whose
2023 disappearance garnered
national attention and prompt-
ed thousands of people to join
search efforts before her body
was found hidden in a rural area
of the state.

Less than a day after deliber-
ations began, the jury found
Adam Fravel, 30, guilty of first-

degree murder. He was arrest-
ed in June 2023, days after dep-
uties found the body of Made-
line Kingsbury in a wooded area
afew miles away from a proper-
ty owned by Fravel’s parents.
The 26-year-old Kingsbury van-
ished in March 2023 after drop-
ping off her and Fravel’s two
young children at day care in
Winona, a southeastern Minne-
sota town of about 26,000 resi-
dents.

Governor appoints wife
to state education board

CHARLESTON —

West Virginia Gov.
Jim Justice appointed his wife
to the state school board about a
day after a decisive victory in a
U.S. Senate race against his
Democratic opponent.

The 73-year-old Republican
governor announced first lady
Cathy Justice’s appointment to
the West Virginia State Board of
Education during a press brief-
ing, after submitting a letter no-
tifying the Secretary of State’s
office.

Cathy Justice, 71, will serve a
nine-year term on the board,
taking over the seat of Dr. Da-
niel Snavely, a Huntington car-
diologist whose term expired
last week.

When asked by a reporter
about whether nepotism played
a role in the appointment, Jus-
tice insisted Cathy Justice is
more than qualified.

Man living rent-free in
hotel found unfit for trial

NEW YORK — A

man charged with
fraud for claiming to own a sto-
ried Manhattan hotel where he
had been living rent-free for
years has been found unfit to
stand trial, prosecutors said.

Doctors examining Mickey
Barreto deemed he’s not men-
tally competent to face criminal
charges, and prosecutors con-
firmed the results during a
court hearing, according to
Manhattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg’s office.

Judge Cori Weston gave Bar-
reto until Nov. 13 to find suitable

inpatient psychiatric care,
Bragg’s office said.
In February, prosecutors

charged Barreto with 24 counts,
including felony fraud and
criminal contempt.

They said he forged a deed to
the New Yorker Hotel purport-
ing to transfer ownership of the
entire building to him.

Mayor wins write-in after
lawmaker on ballot died

FRANKFORT — An

Appalachian mayor
was declared the winner of an
11-candidate scramble for a
Kentucky Senate seat left va-
cant by the death of the Republi-
can incumbent just two weeks
before Election Day.

Pineville Mayor Scott Madon,
aRepublican who branded him-
self as a conservative supporter
of public education, transporta-
tion, coal and now-President-
elect Donald Trump, easily out-
distanced his rivals in the whirl-
wind, write-in campaign span-
ning five counties in the eastern
Kentucky district.

Madon, 62, will succeed the
late state Sen. Johnnie Turner,
76, who died Oct. 22 after being
injured weeks earlier when he
plunged into an empty swim-
ming pool at his home while on a
lawn mower. Madon will serve a
full four-year term in Kentuck-
y’s Republican-supermajority
legislature.

— From wire reports
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Indiana holds off Michigan for 10th win

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Kurtis
Rourke and No. 8 Indiana’s of-
fense looked in sync through the
first half Saturday.

Then the high-scoring Hoo-
siers needed their defense to
bail them out for a record-
breaking win in the second half.

Rourke threw two touchdown
passes and navigated two late
drives — one for a field goal, the
other to run out the clock — as
Indiana limited Michigan to just
one touchdown in a 20-1S victo-
ry for the first 10-win season in
school history.

“It tells you a lot about the re-
siliency of this team, it’s com-
petitive character,” first-year
coach Curt Cignetti said after
Indiana beat Michigan for just
the second time since 1988. “At
the end of the day, they all count
as one. Whether it’s 72-6 or 3-2,
they all count as one. And you
know what? We’re going to take
the win over Michigan.”

Rourke was 17-for-28 with
206 yards as the Hoosiers (10-0,
7-0 Big Ten, No. 8 CFP), college
football’s losingest program,
beat college football’s winnin-
gest program, Michigan.

The Wolverines (5-5, 3-4 Big
Ten) also had their lowest scor-
ing total in the series since Indi-
ana’s 14-10 victory in 1987, gen-
erated one TD in three red-zone
trips and came up a yard short

on fourth-and-10 with 95 sec-
onds to play.

Indiana took control when
Rourke hooked up with Omar
Cooper Jr. on a 7-yard TD pass
late in the first quarter, then fol-
lowed that score with a 36-yard
TD pass to Elijah Sarratt early
in the second quarter to make it
14-3.

Georgia Tech 28, No. 4 Mia-
mi 23: Cam Ward and the Hur-
ricanes finally ran out of sec-
ond-half comebacks as Haynes
King led Georgia Tech to a win
over the previously unbeaten
Miami, giving the Yellow Jack-
ets their first win over a top-five
team in 1S years.

Fans rushed the field, top-
pling both goalposts, after the
game.

King ran for 93 yards with a
touchdown and threw for a
score. The Yellow Jackets over-
came 347 passing yards and
three touchdown passes by
Ward, the Heisman Trophy
contender.

Miami (9-1, S-1 Atlantic Coast
Conference, No. 4 College Foot-
ball Playoff) was denied its first
10-0 start since 2017. Georgia
Tech (6-4, 4-3) became bowl-el-
igible and ended a two-game
losing streak that came with
King, the dual-threat quarter-
back, held out with a right
shoulder injury.

No. 9 BYU 22, Utah 21: Jake

Retzlaff engineered two fourth-
quarter scoring drives, and Will
Ferrin kicked a 44-yard field
with four seconds remaining to
keep the visiting Cougars’ un-
beaten season alive.

BYU’s final drive was extend-
ed on a defensive holding penal-
ty on fourth down.

Retzlaff, who was 15-for-33
for 219 yards, passed for 30
yards to Chase Roberts and 12
yards to Darius Lassiter before
Hinckley Ropati ran for 14
yards to get BYU (9-0, 6-0 Big
12) in position for Ferrin’s kick.

The Cougars remain the final
undefeated team in the Big 12
and in prime position for abid in
the conference championship
game.

No. 10 Notre Dame 52, Flor-
ida St. 3: Riley Leonard rushed
for two touchdowns, passed for
215 yards and one touchdown
and the host Fighting Irish
heaped more misery onto the
Seminoles.

Notre Dame (8-1) rolled up
453 yards of total offense. The
Fighting Irish defense had eight
sacks and two additional tackles
for loss.

No. 11 Alabama 42, No. 14
LSU 13: Jalen Milroe highlight-
ed a career-high 185 yards rush-
ing with four scoring runs, and
the visiting Crimson Tide rolled
past the Tigers.

Milroe’s fourth touchdown al-

so was his longest run, a 72-yard
sprint that gave Alabama (7-2,
4-2 Southeastern Conference) a
29-point lead early in the fourth
quarter of a pivotal game for the
College Football Playoff hopes
of both teams.

No. 12 Boise St. 28, Nevada
21: Ashton Jeanty ran for 209
yards and three touchdowns
and the host Broncos held off
the upset-minded Wolf Pack for
their seventh straight victory.

Boise State (8-1, 5-0 Mountain
West, No. 12 CFP) remained in
strong position among the
Group of Five teams vying for
the automatic bid to the College
Football Playoff. The Broncos’
lone loss was a 37-34 setback at
now-No. 1 Oregon.

No. 18 Army 14, North Texas
3: Quarterback Bryson Daily
ran for 153 yards and two touch-
downs, and the visiting Black
Knights extended the nation’s
longest winning streak to 13
games.

Army (9-0,7-0 American Ath-
letic) trailed for the first time
during a winning streak that
goes back to last November af-
ter North Texas kicked a field
goal on the opening drive.

Army answered immediately
with Daily’s first TD on a 10-
yard run for a 7-3 lead, which
was the score until the senior’s
2-yard TD early in the fourth
quarter.

Panthers win on F'G in OT after forcing Giants fumble

Associated Press

MUNICH — Eddy Pineiro
kicked a 36-yard field goal in
overtime and the Carolina Pan-
thers made it back-to-back wins
for the first time this season,
beating the New York Giants
20-17 in Germany on Sunday.

The Giants (2-8) won the
coin toss to start overtime, but
rookie running back Tyrone
Tracy fumbled on the first play
from scrimmage and Josey Je-
well recovered at the 23 for the

Panthers (3-7).

The Giants rallied from a17-7
deficit in the fourth quarter and
forced overtime on Graham Ga-
no’s 42-yard field goal with S
seconds remaining.

Gano, who earlier missed
from 43 yards, was playing for
the first time since September
after a hamstring injury.

Chuba Hubbard, who re-
ceived a four-year contract ex-
tension worth a reported $33.2
million earlier in the week, had

28 carries for 153 yards and a
touchdown for the Panthers.

Bryce Young was 15-for-25
for 126 yards and a touchdown
pass to Ja’Tavion Sanders in the
first quarter. Young, the No. 1
overall draft pick in 2023, has
now won consecutive games for
the first time in his brief NFL
career. And the Panthers have
won consecutive games for the
first time since late in the 2022
season.

Daniel Jones was 22-for-37

for 190 yards and two intercep-
tions and Tracy had 18 carries
for 103 yards and a touchdown
for the Giants, who have lost five
straight.

Jones led the Giants’ come-
back in the fourth quarter as he
capped a 13-play, 96-yard drive
that took almost seven minutes
with a 2-yard TD run to make it
17-14. And Jones moved the Gi-
ants on the 12-play drive that led
to Gano’s tying field that forced
overtime.
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Sexton, Jazz fend off Wembanyama, Spurs

Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Collin Sex-
ton scored 23 points, Lauri
Markkanen added 20 and the
Utah Jazz held off the San Anto-
nio Spurs 111-110 on Saturday,
overcoming 24 points, 16 re-
bounds and seven blocks from
Victor Wembanyama.

Markkanen stayed in the
game after landing directly on
his left hip with 2:44 remaining.
He was down on the court for a
few minutes before being
helped to his feet. The 7-footer
was hobbling noticeably in the
final minutes.

Jordan Clarkson had 16
points and John Collins scored
1S for Utah (2-7).

San Antonio rookie Stephon
Castle had a career-high 23
points in his third NBA start.
Wembanyama shot 6-for-9 on 3-
pointers and Castle, also 20
years old, was 3-for-7.

Spurs guard Devin Vassell
had 18 points in his season debut

after missing seven months
with a fractured right foot.

Bulls 125, Hawks 113: After
trailing for the majority of the
game, visiting Chicago stormed
back in the second half to defeat
Atlanta, snapping a four-game
losing streak.

Atlanta outscored Chicago
37-24 in the first quarter and led
by as many as 18, but the Bulls
started the fourth quarter with a
14-3 run and never looked back.

Ayo Dosunmu led the Bulls
with 19 points, Nikola Vucevic
added 18 points and 12 re-
bounds, and Zack LaVine and
Coby White also scored 18. Josh
Giddey scored 13 points and Pa-
trick Williams tallied 10.

Chicago shot S0% (46-for-92)
while Atlanta shot 46.1% (41-
for-89).

Trae Young had his third dou-
ble-double in as many games
with 14 points and 16 assists, but
the effort was wasted for a sec-
ond game in a row. Clint Capela

and Jalen Johnson led all scor-
ers with 20 points apiece.

Cavaliers 105, Nets 100:
Evan Mobley had 23 points and
16 rebounds, and Donovan
Mitchell scored 22 as host Cle-
veland rallied for a win over
Brooklyn, becoming the 12th
team in NBA history to start a
season 11-0.

Darius Garland scored eight
of his 20 points in the fourth
quarter for Cleveland, which
trailed 82-68 with 3S seconds
left in the third. Garland put the
Cavaliers ahead for good at 97-
96 with two free throws.

The 2015-16 Golden State
Warriors hold the league record
after winning their first 24
games. They lost to the Cava-
liers in the NBA Finals.

Cam Johnson scored 23
points and Dennis Schroder and
Cam Thomas had 22 apiece for
the Nets. Brooklyn trailed by 15
in the second quarter, but held
Cleveland to a season-low 13

points in the third with Johnson
and Thomas combining for 19.

The Cavaliers failed to score
110 points for the first time, end-
ing their NBA-record streak of
doing so in 10 consecutive wins
to open a season. Hall of Fame
center Wilt Chamberlain and
the 1960-61 Philadelphia War-
riors had held the mark with
nine.

Clippers 105, Raptors 103:
James Harden had 24 points
and 12 rebounds, Norman Po-
well added 24 points and host
Los Angeles barely hung on to
beat Toronto for its fourth
straight victory.

Ivica Zubac had 14 points and
12 rebounds for the Clippers,
who have won three straight at
Intuit Dome after starting 0-4 in
their lavish new home.

Ochai Agbaji and Immanuel
Quickley scored 21 points
apiece for the Raptors, who
have lost three straight and sev-
en of eight.

After fight on flight, Auburn knocks off No. 4 Houston

Associated Press

HOUSTON — Tahaad Petti-
ford had 21 points, including five
3-pointers, Johni Broome added
20 points and nine rebounds and
No. 11 Auburn beat No. 4 Hous-
ton 74-69 on Saturday night.

Chaney Johnson had 11 points
and 10 rebounds for Auburn
(2-0).

On Friday, the flight carrying
the Tigers was grounded shortly
after takeoff after two players
got into a fight onboard. Auburn
coach Bruce Pearl did not ad-
dress the situation after Satur-
day’s game.

Broome scored 16 points and
Pettiford had 15 in the second
half.

LJ. Cryer and Emmanuel
Sharp each had 13 points for
Houston (1-1).

No. 3 UConn 92, New Hamp-
shire 53: Alex Karaban had 17
points, five rebounds, four as-
sists and four blocked shots to

help the host Huskies rout the
Wildcats.

Solo Ball finished with 14
points for UConn (2-0). Tarris
Reed Jr. had 11 points and seven
rebounds and Liam McNeeley
had 10 points and 11 rebounds.

No. 8 Baylor 72, No. 16 Ar-
kansas 67: Jayden Nunn had 16
points while Norchad Omier had
a double-double with 1S points
and 12 rebounds as the host
Bears bounced back from a sea-
son-opening blowout loss and
held on to beat the Razorbacks.

Baylor (1-1) never trailed five
nights after its 101-63 loss to
sixth-ranked Gonzaga. There
were three ties in the Bears’ sec-
ond game, and Nunn hit go-
ahead baskets each time. His 3-
pointer with 15:46 left put them
ahead to stay.

Arkansas (1-1) was within 70-
67 when freshman Boogie
Fland, who finished with 17
points, hit a long 3-pointer with

24 seconds left. Baylor then
managed to break the press and
freshman V.J. Edgecombe
made two free throws.

Adou Thiero, among four
transfers who came with new
Razorbacks coach John Calipari
from Kentucky, had 24 points on
10-for-1S shooting in the match-
up of former Southwest Confe-
rence rivals.

No. 10 Arizona 102, Old Do-
minion 44: Tobe Awaka had 18
points and 15 rebounds and the
host Wildcats dominated inside
the paint and on the boards in a
nonconference win.

Awaka, a junior forward who
transferred from Tennessee,
was 8-for-10 from the field and
had eight of Arizona’s 24 offen-
siverebounds,itsmostinagame
since 200S. Freshman Carter
Bryant had 12 points and center
Henri Veesaar added 10 points
with nine boards for the Wild-
cats (2-0).

No. 12 Tennessee 77, Louis-
ville 55: Chaz Lanier and Zakai
Zeigler each scored 19 points
and the visiting Volunteers held
the Cardinals to 27% shooting.

Tennessee (2-0), which shot
S57%, outrebounded Louisville
40-26 (28 defensively) and out-
scored the Cardinals 40-10in the
paint in the first meeting be-
tween the schools since 2018.

Tennessee led 10-0 after five
minutes and several times by at
least 20 points.

No. 23 Kentucky 100, Buck-
nell 72: Koby Brea came off the
bench to score 20 points, includ-
ing six three-pointers, and Jax-
son Robinson added 14 as the
host Wildcats overwhelmed the
Bison.

Kentucky (2-0) was cold from
three-point range early in the
first half, but Brea and Kerr
Krissa each hit threes within 30
seconds to open up a 20-7 lead
with 13:08 left in the first half.
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Peterka lifts Sabres over Flames in SO

Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — JJ Peter-
ka scored the lone shootout goal,
and the Buffalo Sabres beat the
Calgary Flames 3-2 on Satur-
day.

Tage Thompson and Zach
Benson scored first-period
goals, and the Sabres earned
their third consecutive win. Uk-
ko-Pekka Luukkonen stopped
24 shots through overtime and
all three that he faced in the
shootout.

Thompson scored on a power
play at 13:37. It was his team-
leading 10th goal of the season.

Mikael Backlund and Matt
Coronato scored for the Flames,
who had won six straight trips to
Buffalo since a 4-2 loss on Nov.
21, 2016. Dan Vladar made 17
saves in dropping to 1-4-1 in his
past six starts.

Jets 4, Stars 1: Alex Iafallo
and Vladislav Namestnikov
each had a goal and an assist,
and host Winnipeg beat Dallas
to set an NHL record with 14
wins in its first 1S games this
season.

Nikolaj Ehlers and Rasmus
Kupari also scored for the Jets,
who closed out a perfect four-
game homestand. Cole Perfetti
had two assists, and Connor
Hellebuyck made 32 saves.

Winnipeg went 2-for-S with
the man advantage, compared
to 0-for-4 for the Stars.

Roope Hintz scored for Dallas
with 1:22 remaining. It was his
fifth of the season.

Jake Oettinger stopped 11 of
15 shots for the Stars (8-5-0) be-
fore being replaced by Casey
DeSmith midway through the
second period. DeSmith made
10 saves.

Panthers 4, Flyers 3 (SO):
Evan Rodrigues scored the de-
ciding goal in the fifth round of
the shootout, Sergei Bobrovsky
stopped five shots in overtime
and host Florida beat Philadel-
phia for its seventh consecutive
victory.

Sam Bennett, Dmitry Kulikov
and Nate Schmidt had goals in
regulation for the Panthers,

while Rodrigues had a pair of
assists before delivering the
shootout winner. Bobrovsky got
his 404th career win, breaking a
tie with Grant Fuhr for 12th on
the all-time list.

Anthony Richard, Joel Fara-
bee and Garnet Hathaway
scored for the Flyers, and Scott
Laughton had two assists for
Philadelphia.

Senators 3, Bruins 2 (OT):
Brady Tkachuk scored 21 sec-
onds into overtime, lifting Otta-
wa to victory and handing a win
to Linus Ullmark in his return to
Boston.

The 31-year-old Ullmark was
traded by the Bruins to the Sen-
ators in June. The 2023 Vezina
Trophy winner went 88-26-10 in
three seasons with Boston, but
he was replaced by Jeremy
Swayman for most of last sea-
son’s playoffs.

Tkachuk beat Swayman with
awrist shot from the right circle
at the end of a 2-on-1 break.

Josh Norris had a power-play
goal for Ottawa, and Michael
Amadio’s tying score came on a
wrist shot from the right circle
late in the second period.

Maple Leafs 3, Canadiens 1:
Mitch Marner had a goal and an
assist to extend his point streak
to eight games, and host Toronto
beat Montreal.

William Nylander also had a
goal and an assist in the Maple
Leafs’ third consecutive win.
John Tavares and Conor Tim-
mins also scored, and Joseph
Woll made 20 saves.

Brendan Gallagher scored for
the Canadiens. Sam Montem-
beault stopped 23 shots as Mon-
treal fell to 0-5-1 over its last six.

Rangers 4, Red Wings O: Ar-
temi Panarin had a goal and an
assist, Jonathan Quick stopped
37 shots for his 61st career shu-
tout and visiting New York beat
Detroit to complete a sweep of
the three-game season series.

Jimmy Vesey, Chris Kreider
and Reilly Smith also scored for
the Rangers, who have won
three of four.

Ville Husso had 20 saves for

the Red Wings in his first ap-
pearance since opening night.
Detroit has lost two straight and
five of seven (2-4-1).

Capitals 8, Blues 1: Washing-
ton’s Alex Ovechkin and Connor
McMichael each scored two
goals, sparking visiting Wash-
ington to a victory over St. Louis.

Ovechkin has scored 863
goals and is just 31 goals behind
Wayne Gretzky’s NHL record
894. Ovechkin has scored goals
in six of his last seven games. It
also marked the 175th multigoal
game of his 20-year career,
trailing only Gretzky (189).

Jakob Chychrun, Rasmus
Sandin, Michael Sgarbossa and
Brandon Duhaime also scored
for the Capitals.

Goaltender Logan Thomp-
son, acquired in an offseason
trade with Vegas, is a perfect 7-
0-0 on the season. He recorded
24 saves.

Devils 4, Islanders 3 (OT):
Jack Hughes got his second goal
of the game 2:35 into overtime
as visiting New Jersey rallied
from two goals down to beat
New York.

Dawson Mercer and Stefan
Noesen also scored for the Dev-
ils, who won their third straight.
Jacob Markstrom finished with
19 saves.

Simon Holmstrom had a goal
and an assist, and Dennis Cho-
lowski and Brock Nelson also
scored for the Islanders, who
snapped a two-game winning
streak. Ilya Sorokin finished
with 29 saves.

Predators 4, Utah O: Filip
Forsberg and Jonathan Mar-
chessault each scored twice,
helping Juuse Saros and host
Nashville beat Utah.

Saros made 26 stops in his
second shutout of the season
and No. 25 for his career. Ro-
man Josi had two assists for the
Predators, who had dropped
three in a row.

Connor Ingram made 17
saves for Utah, loser of three of
four.

Kings 5, Blue Jackets 2: Tre-
vor Moore scored short-handed,

Alex Laferriere got his ninth
goal of the season and host Los
Angeles beat Columbus.

The Kings overcame a slug-
gish first period, falling behind
on Dmitri Voronkov’s goal, be-
fore they took charge with Vla-
dislav Gavrikov’s shot through
several screens and Warren
Foegele’s finish off the rush 1:56
apart in the second.

Ivan Provorov had a power-
play goal for the Blue Jackets,
who have lost four straight, with
three of those defeats coming in
regulation. It was their first loss
in five games when leading after
the first period this season.

Avalanche 6, Hurricanes 4:
Nathan MacKinnon had a goal
and three assists, Mikko Ranta-
nen had two goals and an assist,
and host Colorado snapped Car-
olina’s eight-game winning
streak.

Cale Makar, Artturi Lehko-
nen and Sam Malinski also
scored for the Avalanche, and
Alexandar Georgiev had 27
saves.

Jordan Martinook, had two
goals and an assist for the Hurri-
canes, and Jack Drury and Mar-
tin Necas also scored. Seth Jar-
vis had two assists and Spencer
Martin finished with 23 saves
for Carolina, which had not lost
since Oct. 19.

Oilers 7, Canucks 3: Connor
Brown scored twice, Connor
McDavid had a goal and two as-
sists, and visiting Edmonton
beat Vancouver.

Leon Draisaitl and Brett Ku-
lak each had a goal and an assist,
and Corey Perry and Victor Ar-
vidsson also scored for the QOil-
ers. Mattias Janmark had three
assists and Stuart Skinner had
17 saves.

Elias Pettersson had a goal
and an assist, and Filip Hronek
and Pius Suter also scored for
the Canucks, who snapped a
three-game winning streak. Ke-
vin Lankinen allowed seven
goals and made 20 saves before
he was pulled midway through
the third period. Arturs Silovs
stopped all four shots he faced.
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