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Retiring destroyers to stay until new ships join

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Navy
is extending the service life of
12 aging destroyers as the ser-
vice balances the need to keep
ships at sea with the time it
takes for new ships to join the
fleet.

“Today’s budget-constrained
environment requires the Navy
to make prioritized investments
to keep more ready players on
the field,” said Adm. Lisa Fran-
chetti, chief of naval operations.
“The Navy is actively pulling
the right levers to maintain and
grow its battle force inventory
to support the United States’
global interests in peace and to
win decisively in conflict.”

The 12 destroyers that will re-
main in service, the Navy said,
are Flight I destroyers, the old-
est variant of the Arleigh
Burke-class, guided-missile de-
stroyers. The ships would have
started to retire in 2028, but the
Navy now plans to keep them in

service until sometime between
2030 and 2036.

The Arleigh Burke-class de-
stroyers typically have a ser-
vice life of 35 years, but the ser-
vice has started extending the
service of individual ships in-
crementally in recent years due
to a rise in demand.

Multiple conflicts around the
world are driving the need for
more warships. The Navy has
been forced to shuffle assets,
pulling aircraft carriers sup-
ported by guided-missile de-
stroyers from the Indo-Pacific
region to deter conflict in the
Middle East. At the same time,
the Navy has had to rely more
on destroyers, using the war-
ships to fill in gaps left by retir-
ing Ticonderoga-class, guided-
missile cruisers. The service re-
tired four cruisers in 2024, with
nine remaining cruisers slated
for decommissioning by 2027.

Additionally, the Navy has
worked to reach a fleet of 355
ships to keep pace with a grow-

ing Chinese navy, which con-
gressional lawmakers have said
is expected to have a fleet of 400
in 2025. The U.S. Navy now
boasts a fleet of about 300.

In 2014, the Navy began de-
veloping new destroyers to re-
place the older Arleigh Burke
ships with the intention of the
new class entering service in
the 2030s. A Congressional Re-
search Service report in August
said the Navy is looking to pur-
chase the first new class of de-
stroyers in 2032 — four years
after the Arleigh Burke-class
would have previously had a
ship retire.

The service-life extensions
range from one to five years.
The ships that will now remain
active include:

B The USS Barry, which was
set to retire in 2028 but will now
remain in service until 2031.

B The USS John Paul Jones
from 2028 to 2033.

B The USS Curtis Wilbur
from 2029 to 2034.

B The USS Stout from 2029
to 2034.

B The USS John S. McCain
from 2029 to 2034.

B The USS Laboon from
2030 to 2035.

B The USS Paul Hamilton
from 2030 to 203S.

B The USS Stethem from
2030 to 2031.

B The USS Carney from 2031
to 2032.

B The USS Gonzalez from
2031 to 2036.

B The USS Cole from 2031 to
2036.

B The USS The Sullivans
from 2032 to 203S.

The Navy said it evaluated
each destroyer in the past 10
months and determined all 12
warships should remain oper-
ational beyond their expected
service life. The Navy said it
conducted hull-by-hull evalua-
tions of the ship’s material con-
dition, combat capability, tech-
nical feasibility and life cycle
maintenance requirements.

Pentagon will boost US presence in Mideast region

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin is sending bomber aircraft,
fighter jets and more Navy warships to
the Middle East to bolster the U.S. pres-
ence in the region, the Pentagon an-
nounced Friday, as an aircraft carrier
and its ships are preparing to leave.

Austin ordered several B-52 Stratofor-
tress bomber aircraft, a squadron of
fighter jets, tanker aircraft and Navy de-
stroyers to deploy to the Middle East,
said Air Force Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder, Pen-
tagon press secretary, in a statement. He
said they will begin arriving in the region
in coming months, as the USS Abraham
Lincoln begins to head home.

The military moves come as Israel’s
wars with Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah

in Lebanon rage, including a retaliatory
strike on Iran a week ago that likely dam-
aged a base that builds ballistic missiles
and launches rockets as part of Tehran’s
space program.

The United States is pressing for
cease-fires, while repeatedly saying it
will defend Israel and continue to protect
the American and allied presence in the
region, including from Yemen-based
Houthi attacks against ships in the Red
Sea.

Austin’s latest order, said Ryder,
shows the “U.S. capability to deploy
world-wide on short notice to meet evolv-
ing national security threats.” He said
Austin “continues to make clear that
should Iran, its partners or its proxies
use this moment to target American per-

sonnel or interests in the region, the
United States will take every measure
necessary to defend our people.”

The long-range nuclear-capable B-52
bomber has been repeatedly deployed to
the Middle East in pointed warnings to
Iran, and it is the second time this month
that strategic U.S. bombers will be used
to bolster U.S. defenses in the region.

In October, B-2 stealth bombers were
used to strike underground Houthi tar-
gets in Yemen.

Ryder did not provide the specific
number of aircraft and ships that will
move into the region. The shifts are like-
ly to result in an overall decrease in the
total number of U.S. troops in the Middle
East, largely because an aircraft carrier
contains as many as 5,000 sailors.
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Kurilla investigated over claim of shove

By ALisoN BaTH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — The Penta-
gon’s top general in the Middle
East is being investigated over a
claim he shoved a subordinate
during a heated exchange on a
recent flight to Israel, an official
told Stars and Stripes on Friday.

The incident reportedly oc-
curred in early September dur-
ing a C-17 Globemaster III flight
when Army Gen. Michael “Erik”
Kurilla, head of U.S. Central
Command, grew annoyed by
communications issues on the
transport plane, Military.com

reported Thursday, citing an
unidentified defense official.

Kurilla is accused of pushing
an airman who asked him to take
hisseatand buckle up, according
to an NBC News report the same
day, citing three defense offi-
cials familiar with the investiga-
tion.

The Army Criminal Investiga-
tion Division “is aware of an al-
leged incident (regarding Kuril-
la) and is currently looking into
it,” agency spokesman Mark Lu-
nardi said in an email Friday.
“No additional information is
available at this time.”

CENTCOM did not immedi-
ately respond Friday to ques-
tions about the investigation.

As of Thursday, Kurilla had
not been suspended from his po-
sition. Typically, officers who vi-
olate decorum or laws are sus-
pended with pay pending the
outcome of an investigation, ac-
cording to Military.com.

Kurilla assumed command of
CENTCOM in April 2022, over-
seeing U.S. operations in the
Middle East and Asia, including
efforts to counter Houthi mili-
tant attacks against ships in the
Red Sea and operations in Iraq

and Syria against the Islamic
State.

Kurilla was commissioned in-
to the infantry from the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy in 1988, accord-
ing to his service biography.

His 36-year career includes
multiple combat and operational
deployments, and he has served
as commander of the 82nd Air-
borne Division and the XVIII
Airborne Corps, among other
leadership roles.

He was also Joint Staff deputy
director for special operations
and counterterrorism, and
CENTCOM chief of staff.

Marine sergeant major
demoted after wearing
nine unearned medals

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

A Marine sergeant major was
demoted to sergeant after he was
convicted of wearing nine medals
that he never earned, including a
Purple Heart and Combat Action
Ribbon, and making false state-
ments, service officials said Fri-
day.

Former Sgt. Maj. Charlie Claw-
son was reduced in rank Sept. 13
by ajudge as partof an agreement
with service prosecutors to plead
guilty to all three counts brought
against him for unauthorized
wearing of insignia and decora-
tions, for violating “good order
and discipline” by wearing un-
earned decorations and for mak-
ing false statements, said Maj.
Hector Infante, a Marine spokes-
man.

Clawson, who is administra-
tively assigned to Marine Train-
ing and Education Command at
Quantico, Va., is scheduled to
leave the Corpsin December, ser-
vice documents show.

Charging documents accused

Clawson of wearing the unearned
decorations since atleast January
2019 and lying to the Marine
Corps about obtaining a doctoral
degree and transcript from Liber-
ty University that same year.

The decorations Clawson ad-
mitted to wearing without earn-
ing them were the Purple Heart,
the Combat Action Ribbon, the
Joint Meritorious Unit Award,
the NATO Service Medal, the Ko-
sovo Campaign Medal, the Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, the Sea Service Deploy-
ment Award Ribbon denoting
seven awards, the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Overseas Service Rib-
bon and the Navy and Marine
Corps Parachutist Insignia, ac-
cording to court documents.

Clawson enlisted in the Ma-
rines in 1996 as a motor vehicle
operator and steadily climbed the
enlisted ranks. While Clawson
did earn two Sea Service Deploy-
ment Ribbons, his records and
earned awards do not indicate he
saw combat or served in combat
Zones.

US B-1B joins South Korean,
Japanese fighter jets in drill

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — The
United States flew a long-range
bomber in a trilateral drill with
South Korea and Japan on Sun-
day in response to North Korea’s
recent test-firing of a new inter-
continental ballistic missile de-
signedtostrike the U.S. mainland,
South Korea’s military said.

North Korea on Thursday test-
ed the newly developed Hwa-
song-19 ICBM, which flew higher
and stayed in the air longer than
any other missile it has fired.
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un called it “an appropriate mili-
tary action” to cope with external
security threats posed by its ri-
vals.

On Sunday, the U.S. flew the
B-1B bomber to train with South
Korean and Japanese fighter jets
near the Korean Peninsula, dem-
onstrating the three countries’
firm resolve and readiness to re-
spond to North Korea’s advanc-
ing nuclear and missile pro-
grams, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff said in a statement.

The trilateral aerial training
was the second by South Korea,
the U.S. and Japan this year, the
statement said.

The U.S. often responds to ma-
jor North Korean missile tests
with temporary deployments of
some of its powerful military as-
sets such as long-range bombers,
aircraft carriers and nuclear-po-
wered submarinestoandnearthe
Korean Peninsula. North Korea
typically responds angrily to such
U.S. actions, calling them part of a
U.S.-led plot to invade the North
and performing additional weap-
ons tests.

The U.S. has flown the B-1B
bomber over or near the Korean
Peninsulafourtimesthisyear,ac-
cording to South Korea’s military.
A B-1B is capable of carrying a
large conventional weapons pay-
load.

Thursday’s Hwasong-19 test,
North Korea’s first ICBM test-fir-
ing in almost a year, showed pro-
gress in North Korea’s missile
program. But many experts have
said North Korea still has some
technological issues to master to
acquire functioning ICBMs that
can deliver nuclear strikes on the
U.S. mainland. The experts have
said the Hwasong-19 shown in
North Korea’s state media photos
and videos looked too big to be
useful in a war.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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DOD: Foes could act if election isn’t smooth

The Washington Post

The Biden administration is on heightened
alert for foreign attempts to threaten or desta-
bilize the United States during the presiden-
tial transition period, as officials seek to en-
sure that efforts to exploit a vulnerable inter-
val — made more perilous by America’s hy-
perpolarized politics—are unable to succeed.

Officials said preparations at the Pentagon
are focused on potential post-election threats
from nations including Iran, North Korea,
Russia and China, along with extremist
groups. Intelligence and law enforcement of-
ficialsmeanwhile are girding for continued ef-
forts by the Kremlin—already blamed for sig-
nificant influence and misinformation oper-
ations in the lead-up to Tuesday’s vote — and
other adversaries to stoke discord and under-
mine confidence in the outcome.

A senior defense official who, like others,
spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss
the government’s plans, said the Pentagon is
preparing for “arange of scenarios” that could
occur between Election Day and the next
president’s inauguration Jan. 20.

“We’re thinking about who might try totake
advantage of this period of time, checking sig-
nals with allies and partners in the different
regions, checking where we have playbooks
or break-glass books for different contingen-
cies,” the official said.

Leaders in Russia, China and Iran have all
denied interfering in U.S.’ electoral process.

The Biden administration has warned for
months that foreign actors see an opportunity
in the race between Vice President Kamala
Harris and former President Donald Trump.
The neck-and-neck contest is unfolding amid

heightened partisan tensions and significant
voter mistrust fueled by Trump’s unfounded
claims of widespread fraud and his refusal to
accept the outcome should he lose again.
According to a U.S. military official, the up-
coming transition period is viewed as espe-
cially risky because it occurs against an unsta-
ble global backdrop, as the United States sup-
ports Israel and Ukraine in major wars, seeks
to confront China’s military buildup and at-
tempts to manage destabilizing actions by
rogue states such as North Korea and Iran.
Astherace hasintensified, intelligence offi-
cials have highlighted foreign influence ef-
forts, briefing reporters and declassifying in-
formation. Much of the focus has been on dis-
information attempts. Chinese government
hackers are blamed for attempting to hack the
Harris and Trump campaigns’ phones.

Ga. judge rejects
GOP lawsuit on
handed in ballots

Associated Press

ATLANTA — A Georgia judge on Satur-
day rejected a Republican lawsuit trying to
block counties from opening election offices
on Saturday and Sunday to let voters hand
in their mail ballots in person.

The lawsuit only named Fulton County, a
Democratic stronghold that includes most
of the city of Atlanta and is home to 11% of
the state’s voters. But other populous coun-
ties that tend to vote for Democrats also an-
nounced election offices would open over
the weekend to allow hand return of absen-
tee ballots.

Fulton County spokesperson Jessica Cor-
bitt-Dominguez said 10S ballots were re-
ceived Saturday at the four locations in that
county.

The Trump campaign, the Republican
National Committee and the Georgia Repu-
blican Party said in a statement Saturday
night that they sent letters to six counties
demanding that all ballots received after
Friday be kept separate from other ballots,
saying they intend to sue over the issue.

The Fulton County lawsuit cited a section
of Georgia law that says ballot drop boxes
cannot be open past the end of advance vot-
ing, which ended Friday. But state law says
voters can deliver their absentee ballots in
person to county election offices until the
close of polls at 7 p.m. on Election Day.

Harris appears on
‘SNL’ as mirror
image of Rudolph

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Vice President Kamala
Harris made a surprise appearance on “Sat-
urday Night Live” in the final days before
the election, playing herself as the mirror-
image double of Maya Rudolph’s version of
her in the show’s cold open.

The first lines the candidate spoke as she
sat across from Rudolph, their outfits iden-
tical, were drowned out by cheers from the
audience.

“Itis nice to see you Kamala,” Harris told
Rudolph with a broad grin she kept
throughout the sketch. “And I’'m just here to
remind you, you got this.”

In sync, the two said supporters need to
“Keep Kamala and carry-on-ala,” declared
that they share each other’s “belief in the
promise of America,” and delivered the sig-
nature “Live from New York it’s Saturday
night!”

Harris made the surprise trip to New
York City with the election looming, briefly
stepping away from the battleground states
where she’s been furiously campaigning in
favor of NBC’s iconic sketch comedy show,
where she was hoping to generate buzz and
appeal to a nationwide audience.

Harris came to New York on Air Force
Two after an early evening campaign stop
Saturday in Charlotte, N.C.

Trump will rally
supporters until
Election Day in NC

Associated Press

GASTONIA, N.C. — Donald Trump will
rally supporters in North Carolina every
day until Tuesday’s election, a flurry of late
activity in the only swing state that he won
in both his 2016 and 2020 campaigns.

Even as Trump looks to expand the elec-
toral map and project strength with trips to
New Mexico and Virginia, two Democratic
states not widely viewed as competitive, he
is putting considerable time into North Car-
olina, which last backed a Democrat for
president in 2008.

The former president’s path to the 270
electoral votes needed to capture the presi-
dency gets significantly more complicated
if he loses North Carolina. The fast-growing
Southern state gave Trump his smallest
margin of victory — 1.3 percentage points —
over Democrat Joe Biden four years ago.

Trump campaigned in Gastonia, west of
Charlotte, and Greensboro on Saturday,
with a stop in Salem, Va., in between. He
will be in the eastern city of Kinston on Sun-
day and in Raleigh on Monday. Those four
rallies will bring his total events in North
Carolina since Oct. 1 to nine. His running
mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, has been in the
state six times during the same period

Vice President Kamala Harris also was in
North Carolina on Saturday for a concert
and rally in Charlotte.
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Flood survivors pelt Spain’s royals with mud

Associated Press

VALENCIA, Spain — Spain’s
King Felipe VI and top govern-
ment officials were pelted with
mud by a crowd of enraged
flood survivors during the first
visit by the country’s leaders
Sunday to the center of the suf-
fering.

Prime Minister Pedro San-
chez was evacuated from the
scene, according to Spanish
broadcaster RTVE, when the
official contingent started to
walk the mud-covered streets
of Paiporta, one of the hardest
hit areas where over 60 people
perished and thousands of lives
were shattered.

Police had to step in with
some officers on horseback to
keep back the crowd of several
dozens who hurled mud and
wielded shovels and poles
threateningly in the air.

“Get out! Get out!” and “Kill-
ers!” the crowd shouted among

other insults. Bodyguards
opened umbrellas to protect the
royals and officials as protes-
ters hurled mud at them.

After being forced to seek
protection, the king, with flecks
of mud on his face, remained
calm and made several efforts
to speak to individual residents.
One person appeared to have
wept on his shoulder. He shook
the hand of a man.

It was an unprecedented in-
cident for a Royal House that
takes great care to craft an im-
age of a monarch who is liked
by the nation.

But the public rage over for
the haphazard management of
the crisis came to a boil Sunday.

Queen Letizia and regional
Valencia President Carlo Ma-
z6n were also in the contingent.
The queen also spoke to women
with small glops of mud on her
hands and arms.

“We don’t have any water,”

one woman told the queen.

Many people still don’t have
drinking water five days after
the floods struck. Paiporta, pop-
ulation 30,000, still has many
city blocks completely clogged
with piles of detritus, countless
totaled cars and mud.

Over 200 people have died
from Tuesday’s floods and
thousands have had their
homes destroyed by the wall of
water and mud.

Indignation of the manage-
ment of Spain’s worst natural
disaster in living memory start-
ed after the initial shock wore
off.

The floods had started filling
Paiporta with crushing waves
when the regional officials is-
sued an alert to cellphones that
sounded two hours too late. And
more anger has been fueled by
the inability of officials to re-
spond quickly to the aftermath.
Most of the cleanup of the

layers and layers of mud and
debris that has invaded count-
less homes has been done by
residents and thousands of vol-
unteers.

Felipe insisted on trying to
dialogue with people as he tried
to continue his visit. He spoke to
several people, patting two
young men on their backs and
sharing a quick embrace, with
mudstains on his black rain-
coat.

According to a journalist for
Spanish broadcaster RTVE
near Felipe, one woman wept
and told him she didn’t have
food and diapers while another
person said “don’t abandon us.”

But after approximately half
an hour of tension, the mon-
archs got in official cars and left
with a mounted police escort.

One woman smacked an offi-
cial car with an umbrella, and
other Kkicked it, before it sped
off.

Analyst: China-linked hacks
‘a high-stakes escalation’

The Washington Post

The China-linked hack of at
least three major U.S. telecom-
munications providers that tar-
geted high-level figures in the
presidential campaign has sent a
shock wave through Washington
and, with days left before the
election, raised questions about
Beijing’sinsistence thatitintends
to stay neutral.

Chinese hackers — dubbed
Salt Typhoon by researchers at
Microsoft — have breached the
networks of Verizon, AT&T, Lu-
men Technologies and other
firms and collected audio calls of
U.S. politicians and their staffs,
according to researchers and
people familiar with the attack.
The FBI and the Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Security
Agency have launched an inves-
tigation into the intrusions.

The full scale of the hack is not
yet known, though officials have

said that information related to
federal requests for wiretaps was
targeted, as well as telephones
used by former President Donald
Trump, Sen. JD Vance, cam-
paign workers in both the Kama-
la Harris and Trump campaigns,
and members of Trump’s family.
It’s notimmediately clear wheth-
er the hackers were successful in
gaining data from those people.

“Salt Typhoon’srecentinfiltra-
tionisn’tjustanotherhack—it’sa
high-stakes escalation. It show-
cases China’s growing cyber-so-
phistication and relentless ambi-
tion to undermine U.S. infras-
tructure, laying bare the vulnera-
bilities in our systems,” said
Craig Singleton, senior China fel-
low at the Foundation for De-
fense of Democracies.

The White House has formed
an emergency response team to
investigate the scope of the at-
tack.

Russia sends 96 drones and
guided missile into Ukraine

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Moscow
sent 96 drones and a guided air
missile into Ukraine overnight
into Sunday, Ukrainian officials
said.

According to Ukraine’s air
force, 66 drones were destroyed
during the overnight barrage,
along with the missile.

A further 27 drones were “lost”
over various areas, it said, likely
having been electronically
jammed, while one drone flew in-
to Belarusian airspace. No casu-
alties were reported.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said Sunday that
Russia had launched around 900
guided aerial bombs, S00 drones
and 30 missiles against Ukraine
over the past week.

Zelenskyy appealed Sunday on
X to Ukraine’s allies to provide
“long-range capabilities for our
security,” saying that these “at-

tacks would have been impossi-
ble if we had sufficient support
from the world.”

Kyivisstill awaiting word from
its Western partners on its re-
peated requests to use the long-
range weapons they provide tohit
targets on Russian soil, including
for preemptive Ukrainian strikes
on camps where North Korean
troops are being trained.

The Ukrainian president also
urged partners to enact “truly ef-
fective sanctions to prevent Rus-
sia from importing critical com-
ponents for drone and missile
production.”

This appeal followed an ad-
dress Saturday, in which he said
over 2,000 drones and missiles
“still using Western compo-
nents” were launched against
Ukraine in October, and under-
lined the need for more stringent
export controls to prevent sanc-
tions evasion.
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Menus allegedly hacked
by ex-Disney employee

F ORLANDO — A for-

mer worker hacked
servers at Walt Disney World af-
ter being fired in order to manip-
ulate computer menus by
changing prices, adding profan-
ities and altering notifications to
wrongly declare some items as
safe for people with allergies,
according to a federal criminal
complaint.

The former employee was ar-
rested following an investiga-
tion by the FBI. His court-ap-
pointed attorney, David Haas,
said his client intended to plead
not guilty once a formal indict-
ment has been filed.

In a motion seeking his re-
lease, Haas said his client had
struggled with mental health is-
sues since childhood and is see-
ing a psychiatrist.

Disney caught the changes
before the menus were shipped
to restaurants, including the al-
lergeninformation, with “poten-
tially fatal consequences de-
pending on the severity of the
customers’ allergies,” the com-
plaint said.

Ex-staffer alleges she
was fired for being trans

v LYNCHBURG
The bitter nationwide
debate over transgender rights
is playing out on a very personal
level in a federal court lawsuit
filed in Virginia by a former Li-
berty University employee. She
was fired by the evangelical
Christian school after disclosing
her identity as a transgender
woman.
The lawsuit on behalf of Elle-
nor Zinski was filed in July by
the American Civil Liberties

Union of Virginia and the Rich-
mond law firm of Butler Cur-
wood. It alleges that she was
firedlastyearfromherjob on Li-
berty’s Information Technology
help desk solely because of her
gender identify, in violation of
the U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964.

The conservative legal orga-
nization Liberty Counsel filed a
brief on behalf of the university
asking the federal district court
to dismiss the lawsuit. The brief
contends that the Civil Rights
Act explicitly permits religious
educational institutions to make
employment decisions consis-
tent with theirreligious doctrine
— in this case a doctrinal state-
ment asserting that “denial of
birth sex by self-identification
with a different gender” is sin-
ful.

Man gets 2 years for
Trump probe threats

ATLANTA An

Alabama man who
leftthreatening phone messages
for Fulton County (Ga.) District
Attorney Fani Willis and the
county sheriff last summer be-
cause he was angry over an in-
vestigation into former Presi-
dent Donald Trump was sen-
tenced to nearly two years in
prison.

Arthur Ray Hanson II, of
Huntsville, made the phone
calls just over a week before
Trump and 18 others were in-
dicted in Fulton County in Au-
gust 2023 over efforts to over-
turn the 2020 presidential elec-
tion. Federal prosecutors said
Hanson left voicemails laced
with profanity and racial slurs
for Willis and Fulton County
Sheriff Pat Labat.

U.S. District Judge J.P. Bou-
lee in Atlanta said he found Han-

son’s behavior “appalling” and
that the victims’ fear was “real
and legitimate.” He sentenced
Hanson to serve a year and nine
months in prison, followed by
three years of supervised re-
lease. He also ordered Hanson
to pay $7,500.

Jodi Picoult book tops
schools’ banned list

NEW YORK — Jodi

Picoult remembers
when everyone seemed to
praise her novel “Nineteen Min-
utes,” a 2007 bestseller about a
school shooting that now tops a
listcompiled by PEN Americaof
the books most banned in
schools.

“Not only was it recommend-
ed foryoung adults toread, but it
wasonthe curriculuminschools
where it’s now banned,” the au-
thor said during a recent tele-
phone interview.

On Friday, PEN issued a re-
portthatexpandsuponnumbers
released in September for
Banned Books Week, when li-
braries and stores around the
country highlighted censored
works. PEN compiled more than
10,000 cases of books temporari-
ly or permanently removed dur-
ing the 2023-2024 academic
year, roughly four times higher
than for 2021-2022.

Man sentenced for eagle
killings on reservation

M MISSOULA — A

Washington state
man accused of leading a wild-
life trafficking ring on a Native
American reservation that
killed thousands of eagles and
hawks to sell on the black mar-
ket was sentenced to nearly four
years in prison.

The trafficking ring operated
for years on the Flathead Indian
Reservation in northwest Mon-
tana, exploiting high demand
among tribal members for
feathers and other bird parts
that are used in powwows and
sacred ceremonies.

The defendant and others
killed at least 118 eagles, 107
hawks and as many as 3,600
birds overall, prosecutors said.

Juvenile golden eagles in par-
ticular were targeted because
their black and white feathers
are highly desired amongNative
Americans, officials said.

Prosecutor charged with
fund misuse gets no pay

PHOENIX — A long-

time top prosecutorin
a rural eastern Arizona county
who faces criminal charges of
misusing public funds will be
stripped of his salary just days
before standing unopposed for
reelection as a Democrat, fol-
lowing a vote of county elected
officials.

Michael Whiting’slaw license
will also be suspended, accord-
ing to a posting by the State Bar
of Arizona, pending resolution
of its disciplinary case against
him.

Both actions become effective
Friday, according to the bar rec-
ord and a KPNX-TV report.

Whiting and his wife, Joy-
clynn “Joy” Whiting, the coun-
ty’sschool superintendent, were
indicted in August by Arizona
Attorney General Kris Mayes on
allegations the couple used
nearly $80,000 in superinten-
dent funds to buy a new pickup
truck that was mainly used by
Michael Whiting. They have
pleaded not guilty.

— From wire reports
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Udoh scores 2 TDs, keeps Army unbeaten

Associated Press

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Kanye
Udoh rushed for 158 yards and
two touchdowns Saturday to
help No. 21 Army to a 20-3 victo-
ry over Air Force and the Black
Knights’ nation-leading 12th
straight victory.

Playing without starting
quarterback Bryson Daily, who
missed the game for unex-
plained reasons, Udoh fulfilled
a promise to his captain.

The sophomore running back
told Daily, who missed the last
Air Force game, that the team
was going to play for him and
keep Army’s undefeated season
alive.

Udoh backed it up, setting ca-
reer highs in rushing yards
(158) and carries (22) while rec-
ording his third multiple touch-
down game this season.

“Ifeltlike I had a responsibil-
ity to fill the shoes of Bryson
and go out there and play my
best game,” said Udoh, who ac-
counted for 76% of Army’s 207

rushing yards.

Udoh ran seven times for 48
yards on Army’s opening drive
of the second half. The sopho-
more finished the possession off
with a 12-yard touchdown run,
his eighth of the season.

Army coach Jeff Monken did
not provide any specifics about
Daily’s injury or illness in his
postgame news conference.

Army (8-0), the defending
Commander in Chief’s cham-
pion, defeated Air Force for the
fourth time in the last five meet-
ings. The victory sets up a win-
ner-take-all for the CIC trophy
with Navy on Dec. 14.

Army’s defense limited Air
Force to only three red-zone
plays on the day and picked off
three Falcons’ passes in the
fourth quarter.

Senior safety Max DiDomen-
ico’s interception sealed the vic-
tory for Army with 1:51 left. Di-
Domenico returned the inter-
ception 69 yards to Air Force’s
25. Udoh scored his second

touchdown on the next play.

Daily missed practice this
week with either injury or ill-
ness, per a statement from the
academy. Junior Dewayne Co-
leman made his first start for
the Black Knights in Daily’s
place. Coleman finished with 42
rushing yards, completed S of 8
passes for 48 yards and didn’t
turn the ball over.

Army struggled in the first
half, settling for Trey Gronotte’s
30-yard field goal on its first
drive. It was the first time the
Black Knights did not score a
touchdown on their opening
possession. Gronotte added a
32-yard field goal in the second
quarter.

The loss was the seventh
straight for Air Force (1-7) after
a season-opening win over Mer-
rimack.

“It (stinks),” Air Force wide
receiver Cade Harris said. “Ob-
viously, you want to beat these
guys real bad. We missed some
opportunities to make sure plays.

Army safety Casey Larkin in-
tercepted his third pass of the
season on the Black Knights’ 7
to end an Air Force threat with
13:24 left in the game. Jaydan
Mayes picked off his third pass
of the season with 36 seconds re-
maining.

Air Force quarterback Quen-
tin Harris was sacked six times
and threw an interception.

Takeaways

Air Force: The defense kept
the Falcons close in the first
half. The Falcons stumbled on
offense with only one red-zone
drive that ended with Matthew
Dapore’s 32-yard field goal
with 1:47 remaining in the first
half.

Army: The Black Knights
found a way without Daily at
quarterback. The Black
Knights’ defense stepped up
with important stops and Lar-
kin’s interception. Army has al-
lowed only 40 points in the last
five meetings against Air Force.

Howard helps No. 4 Ohio

Associated Press

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. —
Will Howard popped up, victo-
ry in hand and the homecoming
the Ohio State quarterback
longed for complete.

The Pennsylvania native who
has long felt Penn State didn’t
think he was good enough to
play there signaled first down
with his hand.

Once. Twice. Three times.

Howard might as well have
kept going all the way to eight,
the number of consecutive wins
the fourth-ranked Buckeyes
have over the third-ranked Nit-
tany Lions after a 20-13 victory
on Saturday that ended with a
late goal-line defensive stand
followed by Howard and Ohio
State’s offense draining the
clock with a drive that made up
for in physicality what it lacked
in precision.

“We willed ourselves to win

that game,” said Howard, who
grew up in the Philadelphia
suburbs waiting for a scholar-
ship offer from Penn State that
never came.

Revenge was sweet, if a little
sloppy. Howard threw a pick-6
on his first pass to put Ohio
State in an early 10-point hole
and later fumbled before cross-
ing the goal line to cost the
Buckeyes (7-1, 4-1 Big Ten) an-
other score.

The Kansas State transfer
atoned by throwing for 182
yards and touchdowns to Eme-
ka Egbuka and Brandon Inniss.
Howard added another 24 on
the ground, the last 7 of conse-
quence coming on an option
that sealed the game and led a
not insignificant portion of the
largest crowd in Beaver Stadi-
um history (111,030) to send
Penn State coach James Frank-
lin into the tunnel under a cho-

St. fend off No. 3 Penn St.

rus of boos, though not before a
tense exchange with one fan.

“I own it all,” Franklin said
after falling to 1-10 against a
program that has treated Penn
State more as a little brother
than a rival.

The Nittany Lions (7-1, 4-1)
saw their hopes of reaching the
Big Ten Championship take a
serious hit. And while it re-
mains on relatively solid
ground for the 12-team College
Football Playoff, Penn State
missed a chance to give its CFP
résumé some needed polish.

“We did some things that
were good enough to win, other
things we did not,” Franklin
said. “You can’t have the ball
inside the S-yard line twice and
come out with no points.”

Penn State had the ball deep
in Ohio State territory late in
the first half when Buckeyes
defensive back Davison Igbino-

sun outwrestled Nittany Lions
wide receiver Harrison Wal-
lace III for a pass from Drew
Allar to end one scoring drive.
The Nittany Lions — led by
tight end Tyler Warren — drove
to the Ohio State 3 midway
through the fourth quarter.
Three runs up the middle by
Kaytron Allen gained all of 2
yards. On fourth down, Allar,
who fought gamely while play-
ing with a balky left knee, threw
incomplete to Khalil Dinkins.
Penn State never got the ball
back. Ohio State ran it 11
straight times, an offensive line
smarting after a dismal perfor-
mance in a lethargic win over
Nebraska last week responding
by shoving the Nittany Lions
backward with every snap.
“That was fun,” Ohio State
tackle Donovan Jackson said.
“As an offensive lineman, those
are the drives you dream of.”
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Texas Tech hands lowa State first loss

Associated Press

AMES, Iowa — Behren Mor-
ton drove Texas Tech 71 yards
for the winning touchdown with
19 seconds left, and the Red
Raiders denied No. 11 Iowa
State its best start in program
history with a 23-22 upset Sat-
urday.

Tahj Brooks’s S-yard touch-
down run came after the Cy-
clones had taken their first lead
on Rocco Becht’s 44-yard
touchdown pass to Carson
Brown with 2:11 to play.

“I'm so proud of this football
team,” Texas Tech coach Joey
McGuire said. “It’s a huge win
for us because we get bowl eli-
gible and it keeps us in the
mix.”

Brooks ran 25 times for 122
yards to go over 4,000 for his ca-
reer. He has gone over 100
yards in all nine of his games
this season.

“(Tahj Brooks) is one of the
players I have the utmost re-
spect for,” Iowa State coach
Matt Campbell said. “I think
he’s one of the great players in
this conference, so a lot of
praise to him for sure.”

The Red Raiders (6-3, 4-2 Big
12) got the win after dropping
consecutive games to Baylor
and TCU.

Iowa State (7-1, 4-1) was try-
ing for its first 8-0 start, and it
had multiple opportunities to do
it but fell short.

Becht threw for 31S yards
and two touchdowns, Jayden
Higgins caught 10 passes for
140 yards.

“We deserve this loss be-
cause we didn’t play to our stan-
dards,” Becht said.

Morton, who was knocked out
of last week’s game against
TCU with an injury to his left
(non-throwing) shoulder, was
21-for-40 for 237 yards and two
touchdowns. He was intercept-
ed twice.

The Red Raiders overcame
three false starts on their win-
ning drive, and Morton convert-
ed a fourth-and-7 with an 8-
yard pass to Josh Kelly. Brooks

scored the decisive TD after
taking a direct snap.

No. 1 Oregon 38, Michigan
17: Dillon Gabriel threw a
touchdown pass and ran for a
score in another efficient per-
formance from the Heisman
Trophy front-runner, leading
the visiting Ducks to a win over
the Wolverines.

Oregon (9-0, 6-0 Big Ten)
seemed to get a break on its first
touchdown when Gabriel’s 2-
yard pass to Evan Stewart ap-
peared to be dropped, but they
didn’t need much good fortune
to stay unbeaten.

Michigan (5-4, 3-3) pulled in-
to a 7-all tie on Davis Warren’s
7-yard touchdown pass to Tyler
Morris, taking advantage of
backup returner Ryan Pellum
fumbling on a punt return. The
Wolverines trailed the rest of
the game.

No. 2 Georgia 35, Florida
20: Carson Beck threw for 309
yards and two touchdowns to
offset three interceptions and
the Bulldogs escaped ‘“The
World’s Largest Outdoor Cock-
tail Party” with a victory over
the Gators in Jacksonville, Fla.

Georgia (7-1, S-1 Southeas-
tern Conference) won its fourth
straight in the series, its longest
streak since winning six in a
row between 1978 and 1983.
The Bulldogs took advantage of
Florida’s quarterback woes and
a special teams error in this
one.

Standout freshman DJ Lag-
way left the game on a cart in
the second quarter with a left
hamstring injury and with the
Gators (4-4, 2-3) leading 10-3.
Without him, it was mostly ugly.

Walk-on Aidan Warner com-
pleted 7 of 22 passes for 66
yards, with an interception.
Warner was thrust onto the
field because Florida starter
Graham Mertz tore a ligament
in his left knee at Tennessee last
month and is out for the season.

No. 5 Miami 53, Duke 31:
Heisman Trophy hopeful Cam
Ward threw for 400 yards and
five more touchdown passes,

three to Xavier Restrepo on a
record-setting day for both of
them, and the host Hurricanes
erased a double-digit deficit for
the third time this season to roll
past the Blue Devils.

Ward now has 29 touchdown
passes, tying Steve Walsh’s
Miami season record set in
1988. A 66-yard scoring grab
with 7:36 left was the big histo-
ry-maker: Restrepo tied Mike
Harley’s Miami career recep-
tion record with his 182nd,
broke Santana Moss’ career re-
ceiving yards record with 2,573
and Ward tied Walsh’s TD pass
mark for the Hurricanes (9-0,
5-0 Atlantic Coast Conference).

Maalik Murphy threw for 325
yards and three touchdowns for
Duke (6-3, 2-3), but was inter-
cepted three times and fumbled
the ball away once.

South Carolina 44, No. 10
Texas A&M 20: LaNorris Sell-
ers ran for 106 yards and threw
for 244 more and the host
Gamecocks finally knocked off
one of the Southeastern Confe-
rence’s playoff contenders.

South Carolina (5-3, 3-3) took
LSU and Alabama to the wire
this season before losing. But
this time their freshman quar-
terback and senior transfer Ra-
heim Sanders ran all over Ag-
gies (7-2, 5-1), who came into
Saturday allowing just 104.5
yards a game.

Sanders, the all-SEC transfer
from Arkansas, rushed for 144
yards and two touchdowns.
South Carolina gained 286
yards on the ground.

Sellers threw for two touch-
downs and ran for another
score.

Louisville 33, No. 11 Clem-
son 21: Isaac Brown ran for a
career-high 151 yards and a
clinching touchdown in the
fourth quarter as the visiting
Cardinals beat the Tigers for
the first time.

Louisville quarterback Tyler
Shough somersaulted for a
score and Brock Travelstead
tied his career high with four
field goals as the Cardinals (6-4,

4-2 Atlantic Coast Conference)
qualified for a bowl game and
snapped an 0-8 career mark
against Clemson (6-2, S-1).

The Cardinals also seriously
dented Clemson’s hopes of
playing for an ACC title and
reaching the College Football
Playoff. The Tigers were
among four undefeated ACC
teams when the week began
and now must get outside help
with the season in its final
month.

No. 13 Indiana 47, Michigan
St. 10: Kurtis Rourke threw for
263 yards and four touchdowns,
including two to Elijah Sarratt,
and Amare Ferrell had two in-
terceptions to lead the visiting
Hoosiers over the Spartans and
their first 9-0 start in school his-
tory.

Rourke, who missed last
week’s game against Washing-
ton following surgery on an in-
jured right thumb, showed noill
effects and completed 19 of 29
passes.

Indiana (9-0, 6-0 Big Ten) fell
behind 10-0 in the first quarter
before scoring 47 consecutive
points to claim its ninth straight
win by double digits. This is on-
ly the third season in Indiana
history — dating back to the
1800s — in which the Hoosiers
have won nine games.

Rice 24, Navy 10: Dean Con-
nors ran for 10S yards and two
touchdowns to lead the host
Owls over the Midshipmen.

Rice (3-6, 2-3 American Ath-
letic Conference) beat Navy for
first time since 2002.

It was also the second
straight loss for the Midship-
men (6-2, 4-1), who were ranked
24th when they lost to then-No.
12 Notre Dame 51-14 last week.

Blake Horvath threw an in-
terception to Tyson Flowers on
Navy’s first play from scrim-
mage, but scored on a 9-yard
touchdown run midway
through the second quarter.

Horvath was 10-for-21 pass-
ing for 120 yards with two inter-
ceptions and ran 16 times for 64
yards.
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Celtics win 2nd straight against Hornets

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Jayson Tatum
scored 29 points, Payton Pritchard had 22
points on six 3-pointers and the Boston Cel-
tics beat the Charlotte Hornets 113-103 for
the second straight night at the Spectrum
Center on Saturday.

Derrick White added 18 points and eight
rebounds for the Celtics, who beat the Hor-
nets 124-109 on Friday night. Boston im-
proved to 6-1.

Charlotte’s LaMelo Ball eclipsed the 30-
point barrier for the fourth time this season,
finishing with 36 points on 15-0f-26 shooting
before fouling out for the second straight
game. Brandon Miller had 16 points in his
return from a strained glute,

Tatum was just 1-for-9 from beyond the
arc, but converted 14 of 17 free throws.

There were no incidents on the court Sat-
urday night after Boston player Grant Wil-
liams was assessed a flagrant-two foul and
ejected after plowing over Tatum at mid-
court.

Jaylen Brown sat out with a hip flexor

strain, but the Celtics didn’t miss a beat,
bolting to a 19-point lead in the second quar-
ter. White stepped up his scoring and Jrue
Holiday made big play after big play.

After the Hornets came out on fire in the
third quarter, Holiday hit a 3 to end the rally
and Boston quickly pushed the lead back to
double digits.

Grizzlies 124, 76ers 107: Jaren Jack-
son Jr. scored 27 points and visiting Mem-
phis rolled to win over Philadelphia.

Raptors 131, Kings 128 (OT): RJ Barrett
scored 31 points, Chris Boucher had a sea-
son-high 24 and host Toronto snapped a
four-game losing streak by beating Sacra-
mento.

Warriors 127, Rockets 121 (OT): Buddy
Hield scored 27 points and visiting Golden
State squandered a huge lead before out-
lasting Houston in overtime. It was the War-
riors’ 14th straight-regular season win over
the Rockets and the eighth in a row in Hous-
ton.

Cavaliers 114, Bucks 113: Donovan
Mitchell scored 30 points including a jum-

per with three-tenths of a second left and
visiting Cleveland remained unbeaten with
a victory over Milwaukee.

Spurs 113, Timberwolves 103: Keldon
Johnson had 25 points, Chris Paul added 15
points and 13 assists, and host San Antonio
beat Minnesota without coach Gregg Po-
povich, who missed the game due to illness.

Heat 118, Wizards 98: Bam Adebayo
scored 20 of his 32 points in the first half and
Miami beat Washington in the 14th NBA
regular-season game in Mexico.

Nuggets 129, Jazz 103: Nikola Jokic
scored 27 points and Michael Porter Jr. had
20 as Denver used a third-quarter offensive
surge to beat Utah for its first win of the sea-
son at home.

Suns 103, Trail Blazers 97: Devin Book-
er had 28 points, nine rebounds and nine as-
sists, and host Phoenix used a dominant
third quarter to beat Portland.

Thunder 105, Clippers 92: Shai Gilge-
ous-Alexander had 25 points and visiting
Oklahoma City extended its undefeated
start to the season by beating Los Angeles.

Panthers sweep 2 games from Stars in Finland

Associated Press

TAMPERE, Finland — AJ
Greer scored his first goal for
Florida early in the third period,
Aleksander Barkov and Niko
Mikkola each had assists in
their homeland and the Pan-
thers beat the Dallas Stars 4-2
on Saturday to finish a two-
game sweep in Finland.

Sam Reinhart, Evan Ro-
drigues and Matthew Tkachuk
had goals for Florida, which
won its fifth straight. Reinhart
also had an assist for the Pan-
thers, making him the second
player in the NHL to reach 20
points on the season, and
capped it with an empty-netter.

Matt Duchene and Evgenii
Dadonov had goals 34 seconds
apart in the second period for
Dallas, which dropped two
straight for the first time this
season.

Spencer Knight stopped 23
shots for Florida. Casey DeS-
mith made 20 saves for Dallas.

Bruins 3, Flyers 0: Joonas
Korpisalo made 20 saves for his

first shutout of the season and
fifth of his career to lead visiting
Boston to a victory over Phila-
delphia.

Matthew Poitras, Justin Bra-
zeau and Brad Marchand
scored for the Bruins, who won
for just the second time in their
last six games.

Blackhawks 4, Kings 3 (SO):
Tyler Bertuzzi scored with 31
seconds remaining in the third
period, helping visiting Chicago
beat Los Angeles in a shootout.

Connor Bedard, Teuvo Tera-
vainen and Donato scored in the
penalty shootout to get the
Blackhawks a much-needed
win. It was just their second vic-
tory in the past seven games.

Capitals 7, Blue Jackets 2:
Connor McMichael struck
twice, Alex Ovechkin scored his
859th career goal and had two
assists and host Washington
continued its dominant start to
the season with a win over Co-
lumbus.

Ovechkin is 36 goals away
from breaking Wayne Gretzky’s

record. He’s currently on pace
to finish with 49 goals, which
would set him up to hit 895 later
this season.

Senators 3, Kraken 0: Anton
Forsberg stopped 22 shots and
recorded a shutout against Seat-
tle for the second year in a row,
lifting host Ottawa to a win.

Brady Tkachuk scored in the
second period, his team-leading
seventh of the season.

Red Wings 2, Sabres 1: Dy-
lan Larkin scored two power-
play goals in the second period
and host Detroit snapped a
three-game losing streak by de-
feating Buffalo.

Alex Tuch scored a short-
handed goal for the Sabres, who
have lost three straight. Ukko-
Pekka Luukkonen made 21
saves.

Penguins 3, Canadiens 1:
Sidney Crosby scored two goals
and host Pittsburgh beat Mon-
treal.

Christian Dvorak scored for
the Canadiens and Sam Mon-
tembeault made 21 saves..

Blues 4, Maple Leafs 2: Col-
ton Parayko scored twice and
Jordan Kyrou had a goal as host
St. Louis beat Toronto to snap a
three-game skid.

Mitch Marner and Steven Lo-
rentz each scored their second
goal of the season for the Maple
Leafs in coach Craig Berube’s
first game in St. Louis since be-
ing fired by the Blues on Dec. 12,
2023.

Predators 5, Avalanche 2:
Roman Josi and Steven Stam-
kos and Gustav Nyquist each
had a goal and added an assist,
and host Nashville beat Colora-
do.

Golden Knights 4, Utah 3
(OT): Brett Howden deked
Alexander Kerfoot, skated to
the front of the net and scored at
2:15 of overtime to keep host Ve-
gas perfect at home with a victo-
ry over Utah.

Canucks 3, Sharks 2: Pius
Suter scored his second goal of
the game with 25.7 seconds left,
and visiting Vancouver beat San
Jose..
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