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Biden talks
with Xi in
attempt to
avoid ‘conflict’

By SEunG MiIN Kim
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

NUSADUA, Indonesia— Presi-
dent Joe Biden objected to China’s
“coercive and increasingly ag-
gressive actions” toward Taiwan
during his first in-person meeting
on Monday with President Xi
Jinping, as the leaders of the two
superpowers aimed to “manage”
differences between their nations
as they compete for global influ-
ence.

The highlight of Biden’s seven-
day, round-the-world trip to Asia,
the nearly three hour sit-down
came at a critical juncture for the
two countries amid increasing ec-
onomic and security tensions.
Speaking at a news conference af-
terward, Biden said that when it
comes to China the U.S. would
“compete vigorously, but I’'m not
looking for conflict.” He added: “I
absolutely believe there need not
be anew Cold War” with the rising
Asian power.

Biden reiterated U.S. support
for its long-standing “One China”
policy, which recognizes the gov-
ernment in Beijing while allowing
for informal relations and defense
ties with Taipei, and its posture of
“strategic ambiguity” over wheth-
er it would respond militarily if
the island were attacked. He also
said that despite China’s recent
saber rattling, he does not believe
“there’s any imminent attempt on
the part of China to invade Tai-
wan.”

Xi, according to the Chinese
government’s account of the
meeting, “stressed that the Tai-
wan question is at the very core of
China’s core interests, the be-
drock of the political foundation of
China-U.S. relations, and the first

SEE BIDEN ON PAGE 3

PHoTos By ALisoN BATH/Stars and Stripes

An F/A-18 Super Hornet jet sits on the flight deck of the USS Gerald R. Ford, the Navy’s newest aircraft carrier, in international waters off the

Atlantic coast of France on Sunday.

Navy’'s newest carrier joins NATO allies on deployment No. 1

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

ABOARD THE USS GERALD
R. FORD — The Navy’s newest
aircraft carrieris testing its mettle
alongside allies in the north Atlan-
tic on its maiden deployment, as
partof amission thatitsleadership
said sends a powerful message to
adversaries who may be watching.

The USS Gerald R. Ford’s de-
ployment comes after major cost
overruns, technicalissues and oth-
er delays since it was commis-
sioned into service in 2017 as the
lead ship of'its class.

But the sailors aboard the ship
Sunday in international waters off
the coast of France said the tech-
nological improvements, which
include new radar, aircraft launch
and propulsion systems, have

Rear Adm. D.J. Patchell, vice commander of U.S. 2nd Fleet, left, and
Rear Adm. Gregory Huffman, commander of Carrier Strike Group 12,
speak with reporters in the hangar bay of the USS Gerald R. Ford Sunday.

made their operations faster and Naval officials wouldn’t say
represent a clear upgrade from whether the Russians were sizing
the Nimitz class of nuclear-po- up Ford as it launched planes
wered carriers. alongside six NATO allied naval

forces last week, but it’s not un-
usual for the Kremlin to do so.

“You always assume your com-
petitors are watching what you are
doing and interested in what you
are doing, just as we would be with
what they are doing,” said Rear
Adm. D. J. Patchell, vice com-
mander of U.S. 2nd Fleet.

US. and NATO officials ac-
knowledged in February that the
Russians were watching the air-
craft carrier USS Harry S. Tru-
man and other ships during a mul-
tinational exercise in the Adriatic
Sea.

That isn’t necessarily a bad
thing in the eyes of some military
officials, at a time when the U.S.
and its allies are emphasizing NA-

SEE FORD ON PAGE 5
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Flying home for holidays to cost more this year

Associated Press

People still looking to book
trips home to visit family or take
a vacation during the holidays
need to act fast and prepare for
sticker shock.

Airline executives have said
based on bookings, they expect
huge demand for flights over
Thanksgiving, Christmas and
New Year’s. Travel experts have
said the best deals for airfares
and hotels are already gone.

On social media, plenty of
travelers think they are being

TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

gouged. It’s an understandable
sentiment when government da-
ta shows that airfares in October
were up 43% from a year earlier,
and U.S. airlines reported a
combined profit of more than
$2.4 billion in the third quarter.

Part of the reason for high
fares is that airlines are still op-
erating fewer flights than in
2019 even though passenger
numbers are nearly back to pre-
pandemic levels.

“Fewer flights and more peo-
ple looking to head home or take

vacation for the holidays means
two things: Prices will be higher,
and we will see flights sell out
for both holidays,” said Holly
Berg, chief economist for travel-
data provider Hopper.

Prices for air travel and lodg-
ing usually rise heading into the
holidays, and it happened ear-
lier this year. That is leading
some travelers in Europe to
book shorter trips, according to
Axel Hefer, CEO of Germany-
based hotel-search company
Trivago.

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates
Euro costs (Nov. 15) $1.00
Dollar buys (Nov. 15) 0.9477
British pound (Nov. 15) $1.15
Japanese yen (Nov. 15) 143.00
South Korean won (Nov. 15) 1,282.00
C cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 3769
Britain (Pound) 1.1736
Canada (Dollar) 1.3291
China (Yuan) 7.0731
Denmark (Krone) 7.2123
Egypt (Pound) 24.4096
Euro 9695
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8358
Hungary (Forint) 397.06
Israel (Shekel) 3.4331
Japan (Yen) 140.59
Kuwait (Dinar) 3077
Norway (Krone) 10.0296
Philippines (Peso) 57.25
Poland (Zloty) 4.56
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7580
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3750
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South Korea (Won) 1,330.67
Switzerland (Franc) 9474
Thailand (Baht) 35.86
Turkey (New Lira) 18.6003

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
ratesareinterbankrates provided forreference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 7.00
Interest Rates Discount rate 4.50
Federal funds market rate 3.83
3-month bill 4.19
30-year bond 4.06
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Congress seeks to arm Taiwan proately

By ELLEN NAKASHIMA
The Washington Post

Mindful of lessons learned from Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, Congress is pushing to
arm and train Taiwan in advance of any po-
tential military attack by China, but whether
the aid materializes could depend on Presi-
dent Joe Biden himself.

Deliberations on an unprecedented pack-
age of billions of dollars in military assistance
to the self-governing island democracy come
as Biden and Chinese leader Xi Jinping metin
Indonesia on Monday, with maintaining
peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait a top
item of discussion.

The bipartisan effort would enable the U.S.
military to dipimmediately into its own stocks
of weapons such as Javelins and Stingers —
something done at this scale only for Ukraine,
officials said — and provide weapons for the
first time to Taiwan through the foreign mil-
itary financing program, paid for by the Unit-
ed States.

Through these provisions, Taiwan could re-
ceive weapons and equipment such as anti-
ship cruise missiles and anti-air defense sys-

tems, self-detonating drones, naval mines,
command-and-control systems, and secure
radios.

The idea is essentially to do for Taipei what
isbeing done for Kyiv—but before the bullets
start flying, lawmakers said.

“One of the lessons of Ukraine is that you
need to arm your partners before the shooting
starts, and that gives you your best chance of
avoiding war in the first place,” said Rep.
Mike Gallagher, a Wisconsin Republican and
Marine veteran who serves on the House
Armed Services Committee.

National security adviser Jake Sullivan
said in September on a Bloomberg show that it
“remains a distinct threat that there couldbe a
military contingency around Taiwan.”

The Democratic leaders of the House and
the Senate support the provisions to arm Tai-
pei, but it is not clear that the lawmakers who
control the purse strings—the appropriations
committees —are convinced of the need to al-
locate the funds.

Currently, there is no money for this pack-
age in the 2023 budget proposal that Congress
is working to pass, and if appropriators don’t

find cuts to cover the weapons assistance, Bi-
den will have to submit an emergency request
to finance the spending for Taiwan and make
the case for why it’s necessary, congressional
aides say.

Administration officials declined to say
whether they would do so.

“Our engagement with Congress has been
focused on ensuring that legislation that
moves forward is clearly consistent with our
policy framework that has helped maintain
peace and stability across the [Taiwan]
Strait,” said a senior administration official,
who like several others interviewed for this
report spoke on the condition of anonymity
because of the matter’s sensitivity.

The assistance package, the details of
which are being finalized now in the must-
pass National Defense Authorization Act, has
been crafted with White House input, con-
gressional aides said. It would allow the provi-
sion annually to Taiwan of $1 billion worth of
stockpiled U.S. munitions — what’s known as
“presidential drawdown authority” — and up
to $2 billion worth of weapons annually for
five years paid for with U.S. tax dollars. Only

Sam YE,AFP, GETTY IMAGES/TNS
CM-11 tanks fire their cannons during a
live-fire military exercise in southern
Taiwan, on Sept. 7.

Israel gets more on an annual basis.

Congressional advocates say the aid would
be consistent with the United States’ obliga-
tions under the Taiwan Relations Act, which
states that it is U.S. policy to provide Taiwan
arms to enable its self-defense.

But skeptics question whether the assis-
tance would further Taiwan’s defensive capa-
bilities in the near term.

Biden: Both men entered the meeting with bolstered political standing at home

FROM PAGE 1

red line that must not be crossed in China-
U.S. relations.”

Biden said he and Xi discussed Russia’s
aggression against Ukraine and ‘“reaf-
firmed our shared belief” that the threat or
the use of nuclear weapons is “totally unac-
ceptable.” That was a reference to Mos-
cow’s thinly-veiled threats to use atomic
weapons as its nearly nine-month invasion
of Ukraine has faltered.

While there were no watershed break-
throughs, the meeting brought each side
long-sought, if modest victories. In addition
to the oblique condemnation of Russian nu-
clear threats, Biden appeared to secure
from Xi the resumption of lower-level coop-
eration from China on a range of shared
global challenges. Meanwhile, Xi, who has
aimed to establish China as a geopolitical
peer of the U.S., got symbolic home turf for
the meeting, and Biden’s forceful “One Chi-
na” policy commitment.

The White House said Biden and Xi
agreed to “empower key senior officials” on
areas of potential cooperation, including
tackling climate change, and maintaining
global financial, health and food stability. It
was not immediately clear whether that
meant China would agree to restart climate
change talks that Beijing paused in protest
of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to
Taiwan in August. The two leaders agreed
to have Secretary of State Antony Blinken
travel to Beijing to continue the discussions.

Xi and Biden warmly greeted each other
with a handshake at a luxury resort hotel in
Indonesia, where they are attending the
Group of 20 summit of large economies.

“As the leaders of our two nations, we
share responsibility, in my view, to show
that China and the United States can man-
age our differences, prevent competition
from becoming anything ever near conflict,
and to find ways to work together on urgent
global issues that require our mutual coop-
eration,” Biden said to open the meeting.

Xi called on Biden to “chart the right

ALEx BRANDON/AP

President Joe Biden, right, stands with Chinese President Xi Jinping before a meeting
on the sidelines of the Group of 20 summit meeting, Monday, in Bali, Indonesia.

course” and “elevate the relationship” be-
tween China and the U.S. He said he was
ready for a “candid and in-depth exchange
of views” with Biden.

Both men entered the highly anticipated
meeting with bolstered political standing at
home. Democrats triumphantly held onto
control of the U.S. Senate, with a chance to
boost their ranks by one in a runoff election
in Georgia next month, while Xi was award-
ed a third five-year term in October by the
Communist Party’s national congress, a
break with tradition.

White House aides have repeatedly
sought to minimize any notion of conflict
between the two nations and have empha-
sized that they believe the countries can
work in tandem on shared challenges such
as climate change and health security.

But relations have grown more strained
under successive American administra-
tions, as economic, trade, human rights and
security differences have come to the fore.

As president, Biden has repeatedly taken
China to task for human rights abuses
against the Uyghur people and other ethnic
minorities, crackdowns on democracy ac-
tivists in Hong Kong, coercive trade prac-
tices, military provocations against self-
ruled Taiwan and differences over Russia’s
prosecution of its war against Ukraine. Chi-
nese officials have largely refrained from
public criticism of Russia’s war, although
Beijing has avoided direct support, such as
supplying arms.

The White House said Biden specifically
mentioned U.S. concerns about China’s ac-
tions in Xinjiang, Tibet and Hong Kong, and
the plight of Americans it considers
“wrongfully detained” or subject to exit
bans in China.

Taiwan has emerged as one of the most
contentious issues between Washington
and Beijing. Multiple times in his presiden-
cy, Biden has said the U.S. would defend the
island — which China has eyed for eventual

unification — in case of a Beijing-led inva-
sion. But administration officials have
stressed each time that the U.S.’s “One Chi-
na” policy has not changed. That policy rec-
ognizes the government in Beijing while al-
lowing for informal relations and defense
ties with Taipei, and its posture of “strategic
ambiguity” over whether it would respond
militarily if the island were attacked.

Pelosi’s trip prompted China, officially
the People’s Republic of China, to retaliate
with military drills and the firing of ballistic
missiles into nearby waters.

The White House said Biden “raised U.S.
objections to the PRC’s coercive and in-
creasingly aggressive actions toward Tai-
wan, which undermine peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait and in the broader
region, and jeopardize global prosperity.”

In the meeting, Biden said China’s eco-
nomic practices “harm American workers
and families, and workers and families
around the world,” the White House said.

It came just weeks after the Biden admin-
istration blocked exports of advanced com-
puter chips to China — a national security
move that bolsters U.S. competition against
Beijing.

Xi’s government said he condemned such
moves, saying, “Starting a trade war or a
technology war, building walls and bar-
riers, and pushing for decoupling and se-
vering supply chains run counter to the
principles of market economy and under-
mine international trade rules.”

And though the two men have held five
phone or video calls during Biden’s presi-
dency, White House officials say those en-
counters are no substitute for an in-person
meeting. They said sitting down with Xi was
all the more important after Xi streng-
thened his grip on power with a third term
and because lower-level Chinese officials
have been unable or unwilling to speak for
their leader.

White House officials and their Chinese
counterparts spent weeks negotiating de-
tails of the meeting, which was held at Xi’s
hotel.
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Expert: Threats to bases behind F-15 phaseout

By SETH ROoBSON
Stars and Stripes

The Air Force move to replace
F-15 Eagle fighters with rotating
units of more advanced fighters
signals awareness that Okinawan
bases won’t survive a conflict with
China, according to a former Ma-
rine fighter pilot and diplomat.

A two-year phased withdrawal
of two squadrons flying the super-
sonic aircraft from Kadena Air
Base, Okinawa, began Nov. 1, soon
after the release of the new U.S.
National Defense Strategy high-
lighting China as the American
military’s “pacing” challenge.

“You can look at it (removal of
the F-15s) as the USAF coming to
grips with the reality that nothing
on the firstisland chain, especially
not Kadena, will be survivable in a
conflict with China,” Steve
Ganyard, a former deputy assis-
tant secretary of state, told Stars
and Stripes in an email Friday.

China’s massive military build-
up includes an expanding arsenal

of missiles with many of the weap-
ons presumed to be aimed at U.S.
bases in Japan. A 2017 report by
Navy Cmdr. Thomas Shugart, a
senior fellow at the Center for a
New American Security, for ex-
ample, includes satellite imagery
of Chinese missile test sites that
appear to mimic Yokota, Kadena
and Misawa air bases.

Around a dozen F-22 Raptorjets
arrived on Okinawa Nov. 4 from
the 3rd Wing at Joint Base Elmen-
dorf-Richardson, Alaska, to start a
six-month rotation while the F-15s
head home. The Air Force de-
scribed the Raptors as “backfill”
for the retiring F-15s while the De-
fense Department decides on a
long-term plan to fulfill its obliga-
tions to Japan.

“Better to have rotational forces
that might preserve an option to
be redeployed, at least far more
easily than permanently based
forces with their families,”
Ganyard said.

The Air Force is deployed with a

focus on potential conflictin North
Korea, a scenario in which its rear
bases are presumed secure, he
said.

“China changes that and puts
everything south of Kagoshima
(in southern Japan) particularly
atrisk,” he said. Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, south of Hiroshi-
ma, and Yokota Air Base in west-
ern Tokyo may also be targeted,
he said, “if things get really
tough.”

The Air Force in recent years
has been training to deploy air-
craft, support personnel and
equipment to remote locations to
operate far from comfortable
home bases, a doctrine called
agile combat employment.

The Navy and Marines have ro-
tated forces through the Far East
for decades, Ganyard said.

“That’s a change for the [Air
Force] but if air capability im-
proves then maybe they should
have considered it earlier,” he
said.

Fighter pilots on Okinawa see
themselves as “on the tip of the
sword,” Jay Burton, 70, of Rapid
City, S.D., who flew over 1,000
hours in F-15s including at Kade-
na in the early 1980s, said in an
email Thursday.

“We were, and had to be, pre-
pared for combat usually
associated with North Korea,” he
said.

The aircraft is designed for air-
to-air combat using missiles and a
20mm gun. Its primary mission is
to defend against intruders enter-
ing friendly air space, but the air-
craft can also protect other air-
craft striking enemy territory, he
said.

The Chinese will welcome the
F-15s’ removal from Okinawa, re-
tired Marine Col. Grant New-
sham, a senior researcher with the
Japan Forum for Strategic Studies
in Tokyo said in a Friday email.

“There is simply a matter of
perceptions,” he said. “When you
withdraw forces from the ‘front’ it

suggests weakness, confusion, etc.
And sometimes just the ‘sugges-
tion’ is enough.”

Newsham’s concerns echo
those expressed by a group of Re-
publican Party lawmakers who
wrote to Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin Nov. 1 asking to be briefed
on the aircraft moves.

The U.S. plan to replace the
F-1Ss strengthens, not weakens,
the deterrence quotient on Okina-
wa, a spokesman for the Japanese
Defense Ministry said Oct. 28.
Government spokespeople in Ja-
pan customarily speak to the
media on condition of anonymity
as a requirement of their position.

However, inwardly, the Japa-
nese are unhappy about the F-15s
removal, Newsham said. They
have no plans of their own to re-
place them, he said.

“They don’t really have the re-
sources even if they wanted to do
s0,” he said.

robson.seth@stripes.com

USO honors US, Japanese

T e

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — The USO recognized 14
people recently from U.S. and Ja-
panese service branches for their
community service in Japan the
past year.

More than 40 people gathered at
the Officer’s Club at Yokosuka Na-
val Base for the USO Japan’s 14®
annual Salute to Service Awards.

The awards celebrate service
members who not only excel in
their careers, but also significant-
ly contribute to their communi-
ties. Nominees are selected based
on a variety of criteria, including
professional development, perso-
nal achievement, leadership and
volunteerism.

“It is a great testimony to your
commitment to excellence, excep-
tional leadership and selfless de-
votion to serving others that you
are here tonight with us,” said Na-
talie Rowland, USO area coordi-
nator, during the ceremony.

Typical among the honorees
was Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force Master Sgt. Takako Sasaki,
S0, of Aomori. Sasaki was nomi-
nated for volunteering at various
clean-up projects and working as
a mental health counselor.

It was an honor to receive the
award, she told Stars and Stripes
after the ceremony, and she hopes
that the other volunteers that have
worked with her also share the
credit.

Every U.S. military base in Ja-
pan, except those on Okinawa, and
each branch of the Japan Self-De-
fense Forces were represented at
the ceremony.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Jarrod

troops for volunteer work

ALEx WiLsoN/Stars and Stripes

The winners of USO Japan’s 2022 Salute to Service Awards pose with USO area coordinator Natalie
Rowland at the Officers Club at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on Nov. 10, 2022. From left: Petty Officer
3rd Class Hiroki Shirakura, Cpl. Michael Burdick, Petty Officer 1st Class Monica Tomlinson, Petty Officer
2nd Class Christopher Payne, Rowland, Chief Petty Officer Daniel Nielson, Staff Sgt. Jarrod White, Master

Sgt. Makoto Fujita, Master Sgt. Takako Sasaki and 1st Sgt. Guy Weaver.

White and U.S. Coast Guard Chief
Petty Officer Daniel Nielson were
nominated by Yokota Air Base,
the headquarters in western To-
kyo of U.S. Forces Japan. Shannon
Lamberti, a civilian USO volun-
teer from Yokota, was also recog-
nized.

Yokosuka Naval Base, home-
port of the 7* Fleet, nominated Na-
vy Petty Officer 1st Class Monica
Tomlinson and Petty Officer 2nd
Class Christopher Payne.

From the Marine Corps in Ja-
pan came Cpl. Michael Burdick of
the Marines’ Combined Arms
Training Center Camp Fuji, and
Cpl. Jasmin Davilajuarez of Ma-

rine Corps Air Station Iwakuni.

Burdick, 21, of Lake Forest, Cal-
if., was recognized for his contri-
butions to recreational facilities at
Camp Fuji, including the USO
lounge and the base’s chapel. A
staffing shortage left both facili-
ties without much support, so he
stepped in for maintenance tasks,
he said.

“I feel very honored, and I feel
appreciated by command,” he told
Stars and Stripes after the cere-
mony. “And I'm very humbled
that someone sees the work you
put in and decides to award you.”

Camp Zama, the headquarters
southwest of Tokyo of U.S. Army

Japan nominated 1st Sgt. Guy
Weaver; Misawa Air Base nomi-
nated Navy Petty Officer 1st Class
Christopher White.

Representing Sasebo Naval
Base was Petty Officer 1st Class
Regina Corpus and Petty Officer
1st Class Dennies Damaso.

The Japan Air Self-Defense
Force nominated Master Sgt. Ma-
koto Fujita, the Ground Self-De-
fense Force nominated Sasaki and
the Maritime Self-Defense Force
nominated Petty Officer 3rd Class
Hiroki Shirakura.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson

Marine held
for alleged
trespassing

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
AND KEeisH1 Kosa
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
Japanese police arrested a Marine
from Camp Kinser early Sunday
on suspicion of trespassing after
he allegedly smashed a car win-
dow outside a home in Naha city,
according to a police spokesman.

Naha police took Lance Cpl. Ju-
lian Valenzuela, 20, of Combat Lo-
gistics Regiment 37, into custody
shortly after a homeowner report-
ed adisturbance at 3:59 a.m. in the
Matsuyama district, a Naha Police
Department spokesman told Stars
and Stripes by phone Monday.

The homeowner, in his 60s, re-
ported a foreigner acting violently
inthe parking area underneath his
home. Police arrived to find Va-
lenzuela shouting in English and
bleeding from both hands, the
spokesman said. A car in the ga-
rage had a smashed window and
was stained with blood.

Valenzuela’s blood-alcohol con-
tent, according to a Breathalyzer,
measured 0.13%, more than four
times Japan’s legal driving limit of
0.03%, the spokesman said.

Valenzuela was being held
Monday afternoon at Naha Police
Station, the spokesman said. He
said Valenzuela told police he
doesn’t remember the incident
but denies the allegation.

burke.matt@stripes.com
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel
koja.keishi@stripes.com
Twitter: @KeishiRKoja
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Ford: Carrier’s outing
IS a prequel for longer
deployment in 2023

FROM PAGE 1

TO unity to reassure eastern
members following Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in Feb-
ruary.

Anyone watching can see that
“this is not just an alliance on pa-
per; this is an alliance matched by
steel on the sea,” said Capt. Paul
Lanzilotta, the Ford’s command-
ing officer, speaking to reporters
on the ship’s flag bridge.

That message was clear when
the Ford and other NATO ships
sailed into Halifax, Nova Scotia,
last month and during last week’s
exercise with Canada, Denmark,
France, Germany, Spain and the
Netherlands, Lanzilotta and other
officials said.

The Ford Carrier Strike Group
left its Naval Station Norfolk, Va.,
homeport in early October on a
two-month deployment designed
to continue testing systems and
train its air wing, the Navy said in
an Oct. S statement.

The deploymentis aprequeltoa
longer, more traditional deploy-
ment planned in 2023, USNI News
reported Sept. 26.

The shorter outing allows the
service to evaluate how systems
like the electromagnetic aircraft
launching system, or EMALS, op-
erate in tune with allied forces,
said Rear Adm. Gregory Huff-
man, commander of Carrier
Strike Group 12.

On Sunday, storms and rough
seas didn’t allow for flight oper-

ations that would have highlighted
EMALS, which replaces the more
than 70-year-old technology be-
hind the steam powered system
used on the service’s Nimitz-class
carriers.

So far, the ship has seen more
than 10,000 launches and recover-
ies using the system, which pro-
vides a smoother, more controlled
launch that puts less stress on air-
craft, officials said.

EMALS also offers greater flex-
ibility in launching a range of air-
craft, including aerial drones, al-
though the ship hasn’t yet
launched any, Lanzilotta said.

Huffman characterized the sys-
tem, once heavily criticized for its
high cost and unreliability, as “ab-
solutely performing where we
need it to be.”

But he also acknowledged that
there is more work to do on
EMALS, which the Navy says will
increase sortie rates and reduce
manning needs in part because of
better use of space.

Ford’s capabilities also include
six in-deck fuel positions that al-
low aircraft refueling without hav-
ing to drag hoses across the flight
deck. Lanzilotta said it took just
four minutes to refuel the E-2D
Hawkeye he recently was flying.

“It’s a little bit like a Formula 1
(race car) stop compared to hav-
ing to pull those hoses,” said Lan-
zilotta, who noted the fueling sta-
tions not only make easier work
for crew members but also help

e~ e

PHoTos BY ALisoN BATH/Stars and Stripes

A group embarks aboard the aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford in international waters off the coast of
France on Sunday. The Navy’s newest carrier began its maiden deployment after departing its Virginia

homeport last month.

keep the flight deck taxi area
clear.

Not all of Ford’s advantages are
high-tech, though, sailors said
Sunday.

Some quality-of-life improve-
ments, such as private bathrooms
in officers’ state rooms and high-
er-output air conditioning, are
making conditions better for the
crew, he said.

“This is a really nice way to
live,” Lanzilotta said.

bath.alison@stripes.com
Twitter: @alisonbath_

Crews work on aircraft aboard the flight deck of the USS Gerald R.

Ford in the north Atlantic Ocean on Sunday.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
hit with EU sanctions over
supplying drones to Russia

Associated Press

BRUSSELS — The European
Union on Monday imposed sanc-
tions on the chief of Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard, the corp’s Aero-
space Force and a company mak-
ing drones that the bloc says have
been used by Russia in its war
against Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Western-reinforced
air defenses are making it difficult
for Russian warplanes to operate,
andKiller drones are a cheap weap-
on that can seek out and destroy
targets while spreading fear
among both troops and civilians.

Russia stands accused of send-
ing waves of Iranian-made drones
over Ukraine to strike at power
plants and other key infrastruc-
ture. The EU says it has evidence
that Iran has sold drones to Russia
since the war began in February. It
is investigating reports that Iran

might also be supplying missiles.

Inastatement, the EU said it was
targeting Revolutionary Guard
chief Gen. Hossein Salami because
the corps “supervises the develop-
ment of Iran’s Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (UAV) program as well as
the transfer of UAVs abroad.”

The bloc also slapped sanctions
on the Revolutionary Guard’s
Aerospace Force and commanding
general, saying that the
Shahed-136 and Mohajer-6 drones
they have allegedly supplied “are
used by the Russian Federation in
the war of aggression against Uk-
raine.”

Qods Aviation Industries, which
makes Mohajer-6 drones, was also
listed “for supporting materially
actions which undermine or
threaten the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and independence of
Ukraine.”

Zambia asks why student died in battle

Associated Press

JOHANNESBURG — A Zam-
bian student who was serving a 9-
year, six-month sentence in a Rus-
sian prison has been killed fight-
ing alongside Russian troops in
Ukraine, the Zambian govern-
ment announced Monday.

Zambian Foreign Minister
Stanley Kakubo says Russian offi-
cials informed the Zambian gov-
ernment of the death of 23-year-
old Lemekhane Nyireda, who was
a government-sponsored student

before he was sentenced for un-
specified crimes in April 2020.

Kakubo said the Zambian gov-
ernment was seeking answers
from Russia about how Nyirenda
ended up on the battlefield in Rus-
sia’s war against Ukraine.

“In view of this very sad devel-
opment, the Zambian government
has requested the Russian author-
ities to urgently provide informa-
tion on the circumstances under
which a Zambia citizen, serving a
prison sentence in Moscow, could

have been recruited to fight in Uk-
raine and subsequently lose his
life,” Kakubo said Monday.

He said the Zambian Embassy
in the Russian capital of Moscow
had established that Nyirenda
died on Sept. 22 and that his re-
mains have been transported to
the Russian border town of Rostov
ahead of repatriation to Zambia.

Before his prison sentence, Nyi-
renda was studying nuclear engi-
neering at the Moscow Engineer-
ing Physics Institute.

Estonia won’t side against Israel in UN votes

Associated Press

HELSINKI — Estonia’s foreign
minister says the Baltic country
has changed its policy toward Is-
rael and will no longer vote for
U.N. resolutions condemning Tel
Aviv’s actions in the occupied Pal-
estinian territories including the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Instead, the European country
is looking from now on to align its
U.N. voting position in such mat-
ters with Washington, its closest
security policy ally.

According to a report published
Monday by the Estonian public
broadcaster ERR, Foreign Minis-
ter Urmas Reinsalu said Estonia

— an European Union and NATO
member — recently voted togeth-
er with the United States against
the condemnation of Israel at the
U.N.

Previously, Estonia has usually
voted for resolutions condemning
Israel at the U.N. together with
several other countries.
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Lelenskyy hails ‘begmnmg of the end of the war’

By Sam MEDNICK
Associated Press

KHERSON, Ukraine — UKrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy made a triumphant visit to
the newly liberated city of Kher-
son on Monday, hailing the Rus-
sian withdrawal as the “beginning
of the end of the war” but also ac-
knowledging the heavy price Uk-
rainian soldiers are paying in their
grinding effort to push back the in-
vading force.

The retaking of Kherson was
one of Ukraine’s biggest successes
in the nearly nine months since
Moscow’s invasion. It served an-
other stinging blow to the Kremlin
and could become a springboard
for further advances into occupied
territory.

But large parts of eastern and
southern Ukraine are still under
Russian control, and the city of
Kherson itself remains within
reach of Moscow’s shells and mis-
siles. Meanwhile, heavy fighting
continued elsewhere in the coun-
try, with Ukraine reporting sever-
al civilian casualties.

Zelenskyy walked the streets of
Kherson on Monday, awarding
medals to soldiers and posing with
them for selfies — and striking a
defiant note.

“This is the beginning of the end
of the war,” he said. “We are step
by step coming to all the tempora-
rily occupied territories.”

But he also grimly acknowl-
edged that the fighting thus far
“took the best heroes of our coun-
try.”

The end of Russia’s occupation
of the city — the only provincial
capital its forces have seized since
the February invasion — has
sparked days of celebration. But
with winter approaching, resi-
dents are living without heat, wa-

ter and electricity and are short of
food and medicine. Zelenskyy
himself noted that the city is laced
with booby traps and mines. And
Ukrainian authorities say evi-
dence of atrocities are emerging
as in areas they liberated earlier.

A Washington-based think tank,
the Institute for the Study of War,
said that Ukraine has won “an im-
portant victory” in recapturing
the city of Kherson and other ar-
eas west of the Dnieper River, but
“it has by no means liberated the
minimum territory essential to its
future security and economic sur-
vival.”

NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg, during a visit to The
Hague on Monday, warned that
“we should not make the mistake
of underestimating Russia.”

“The Russian armed forces re-
tain significant capability as well
as a large number of troops, and
Russia has demonstrated their
willingness to bear significant
losses,” Stoltenberg said.

Zelenskyy has previously ap-
peared unexpectedly in other
front-line areas at crucial junc-
tures of the war and his latest visit
was both laden with symbolism
and the common touch — clearly
aimed at boosting the morale of
both soldiers and civilians alike.

In video published by a presi-
dential aide, a visibly moved Zel-
enskyy stood with his hand on his
heart and sang the national an-
them, as troops saluted and stood
to attention and a soldier steadily
hauled the yellow-and-blue Uk-
rainian flag up a flagpole.

People with flags draped
around their shoulders cheered,
cried and screamed out in grati-
tude as Zelenskyy walked by.

“It’s amazing. We’ve been wait-
ing for him for nine months, thank

\!

UKRANIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS OFFICE/AP

Ukrainian soldiers take a selfie with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, during his visit to Kherson,
Ukraine, on Monday. Ukraine’s retaking of Kherson was a significant setback for the Kremlin.

you,” said one resident, Danila
Yuhrenko.
Another resident, Serhii

Yukhmchuk, 47, said he and his
wife spent the occupation mostly
at home to avoid interactions with
the Russians. They and others in
their community silently protest-
ed by refusing to use the ruble,
Russia’s currency, he said.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov on Monday refused to
comment on Zelenskyy’s visit to
Kherson, saying only that “you
know that it is the territory of the
Russian Federation.” Russia ille-
gally annexed the Kherson region
and three others earlier this year.
After the Russian retreat, Uk-

BERNAT ARMANGUE/AP
Residents gather during a visit from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kherson.

rainian authorities say they are
finding evidence of torture and
other atrocities.

In his nightly video address on
Sunday, Zelenskyy said without
giving details that “investigators
have already documented more
than 400 Russian war crimes, and
the bodies of both civilians and
military personnel have been
found.”

“In the Kherson region, the
Russian army left behind the
same atrocities as in other regions
of our country,” he said. “We will
find and bring to justice every
murderer. Without a doubt.”

Residents said departing Rus-
sian troops plundered the city,
carting away loot as they with-
drew last week. They also
wrecked key infrastructure be-
fore retreating across the wide
Dnieper River to its east bank.

One UkKkrainian official de-
scribed the situation in Kherson
as “a humanitarian catastrophe.”

Reconnecting the electricity

supply is the priority, Kherson re-
gional governor Yaroslav Yanush-
evych said.

The Russian pullout marked an-
other triumphant milestone in Uk-
raine’s pushback against Mos-
cow’s forces. In the past two
months,  Ukraine’s  military
claimed to have retaken dozens of
towns and villages north of the city
of Kherson.

But the grinding war continued
with shelling, civilian casualties
and each side reporting gains.

The Russian Defense Ministry
said Monday that its forces had
completely captured the village of
Pavlivka in the eastern Donetsk
region. Multiple Ukrainian offi-
cials have spoken of heavy battles
raging in the area in recent weeks
but did not confirm their loss of
Pavlivka.

In Luhansk, another eastern re-
gionillegally annexed by Moscow,
Kyiv’s forces have retaken 12 set-
tlements, the Ukrainian governor
of the region, Serhiy Haidai, said.

ANDRIY ANDRIYENKO/AP

A man prepares a meal next to an apartment building damaged by
shelling in Sviatohirsk, Ukraine, on Monday.
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County in Florida puts damage from Nicole at $481M

Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH SHORES,
Fla. — Damages are estimated at
more than $481 million in a central
Florida coastal county where
homes collapsed into the Atlantic
Ocean following Hurricane Nicole
last week.

The damages from the Category 1
storm in Volusia County, home to
Daytona Beach, exceeded those
from the much stronger Hurricane
Ian, which caused $377 million in
the county, officials said. Hurricane

Ian, a category 3 storm, made land-
fall in southwest Florida in late Sep-
tember and tore across the state.

Moody’s Investors Service esti-
mated insuredlosses from Ian at be-
tween $40 billion and $70 billion in
Florida and North Carolina.

Severe beach erosion from Ian
made homes vulnerable to the im-
pact of Nicole in Wilbur-by-the Sea,
a quaint beach community where
single-family homes fell into the
ocean last week. Volusia County of-
ficials said that at least 30 single-

family homes in Wilbur-by-the-Sea
and seven single-family homes in
nearby Ponce Inlet have been
deemed unsafe following Hurri-
cane Nicole.

In Daytona Beach Shores and
New Smyrna Beach, two dozen
multistory condo buildings have
been evacuated and deemed unsafe
by building inspectors.

Daytona Beach Shore by far had
the most property damage in the
county, estimated at $370.3 million,
according to the Volusia County

Property Appraiser. It was followed
by New Smyrna Beach at $51.1 mil-
lion and Daytona Beach at $50 mil-
lion.

The property appraiser’s office
warned that those figures would
likely rise as more buildings are in-
spected.

For storm-weary Floridians, Ni-
cole was the first November hurri-
cane to hit their shores since 1985
and only the third since record-
keeping began in 1853.

The storm was blamed for five

deaths in Florida. A man and a
woman were killed by electrocution
when they touched downed power
linesin the Orlando area. Alsoin Or-
ange County, one man died in aveh-
icle crash, and a male pedestrian
was struck and killed by a vehicle
because of poor road conditions.
Another man died as waves bat-
tered his yacht against a dock in Co-
coa, despite efforts to resuscitate
him by paramedics who managed
to get on board as the boat broke
away from its moorings.

White House is set to host its 19th wedding

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — “Here Comes the
Bride” will be heard at the White House very
soon. Again.

Naomi Biden, the granddaughter of Presi-
dent Joe Biden, and Peter Neal are getting
married on the South Lawn on Saturday in
what will be the 19th wedding in White House
history.

It will be the first wedding with a presi-
dent’s granddaughter as the bride, and the
first one in that location, according to the
White House Historical Association.

A mutual friend set up Naomi Biden, 28,
and Neal, 25, about four years ago in New
York City and the White House said they have

been together ever since. Naomi Biden is a
lawyer; her father is Hunter Biden. Neal re-
cently graduated from the University of
Pennsylvania law school. The couple lives in
Washington.

Nine of the 18 documented White House
weddings were for a president’s daughter —
most recently Richard Nixon’s daughter, Tri-
cia, in 1971, and Lyndon B. Johnson’s daugh-
ter, Lynda,in1967. Nieces, agrandniece, a son
and first ladies’ siblings have also gotten mar-
ried there. One president, Grover Cleveland,
tied the knot there, too, while in office.

Firstlady Jill Biden said she’s excited to see
her granddaughter “planning her wedding,
making her choices, becoming, you know, just

coming into her own, and she’s just so beauti-
ful.”

“So I can’t wait till all of you see her as a
bride,” the first lady said during a recent ap-
pearance on singer Kelly Clarkson’s talk
show.

Stewart McLaurin, president of the histor-
ical association, said special occasions at the
White House aren’t soon forgotten.

“If you were to have the privilege of cele-
brating a holiday there or a special occasion in
your life, like a wedding, it is a very memora-
ble occasion,” he said.

Five weddings were held in the East Room,
four took place in the Blue Room and two un-
folded in the Rose Garden.

EvAN AcosTiNi, INvision/AP

Naomi Biden, right, and fiancé Peter Neal
attend the Ralph Lauren Fall/Winter 2022
fashion show at the Museum of Modern
Art in March in New York.
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Congress faces leaders in flux,

By Lisa Mascaro
AND FARNOUSH AMIRIT
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congress is returning
to an extremely volatile post-election land-
scape, with control of the House still unde-
cided, party leadership in flux and a poten-
tially consequential lame-duck session with
legislation on gay marriage, Ukraine and
government funding.

Newly elected members of Congress ar-
rived for Monday’s orientation amid jarring
disappointments for Republicans, setting
up rocky internal party leadership elections
for GOPleader Kevin McCarthy and Senate
Republican leader Mitch McConnell. Re-
publicans suffered one of the most disap-
pointing midterm outcomes in decades
when a mighty red wave forecast for the
House never hit.

Democrats performed better than ex-
pected, keeping narrow control of the Sen-
ate and pressing a long shot race for the
House. But they, too, face leadership tur-
moil as Republicans pick up House seats to-
ward majority control that would threaten
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s gavel.

“There are all kinds of ways to exert influ-
ence,” Pelosi said Sunday, deflecting ques-
tions about her future if Democrats lose
control of the House. “Speaker has awe-
some power, but I will always have influ-
ence.”

It’s a changed place on Capitol Hill in the
aftermath of the first election since the Jan.
6, 2021, insurrection, with the Republican
Party split over its ties to former President
Donald Trump, Democrats eyeing genera-
tional leadership changes, and President
Joe Biden with just weeks to accomplish
goals with guaranteed Democratic control
of Washington. Much of the action will be
playing out behind closed doors in private
caucus meetings.

Against this backdrop, McCarthy has
tried to tamp down unrest as he asked his
GOP colleagues for their support ahead of
Tuesday’s closed-door leadership elections,
which would put him in line to take the
House speaker’s gavel from Pelosi,
D-Calif., if Republicans flip majority con-
trol.

“Iwill be alistener every bit as much as a
Speaker, striving to build consensus from
the bottom-up rather than commanding the
agenda from the top-down,” McCarthy, R-

ANDREW HARNIK/AP

It’s unclear which party will control the House of Representatives in January. For now,
Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., left, is minority leader, and Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.,
right, is House speaker. Like McCarthy and Pelosi, Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., center, faces a vote to keep his party post.

Calif.,, wrote in a letter to his GOP col-
leagues.

But McCarthy enters the speaker’s race a
weakened leader, confronted by his party’s
losses and demands from his restive right-
flank, led by the ultra-conservative House
Freedom Caucus and its ties with Trump.
The former president backs McCarthy for
speaker, but Freedom Caucus lawmakers
are calling for elections to be postponed.

“I certainly don’t think we should have
elections before we have everything count-
ed and know what our numbers are,” said
Freedom Caucus member Rep. Chip Roy,
R-Texas.

Among the newly elected lawmakers, Re-
publican Cory Mills, an Army combat vet-
eran who won an open seat in Florida, said:
“You’ve got actual races that haven’t been
called yet and you want to go out and have
leadership votes?”

But Mike Lawler, who delivered a stun-
ning defeat in New York to Rep. Sean Pa-
trick Maloney, the chair of the Democrats’
campaign committee, said McCarthy has
“my full support.”

The tumult playing out on Capitol Hill
comes as Trump is poised to announce his
2024 bid for the White House on Tuesday.

The GOP is torn between those remaining
loyal to the former president and those who
blame him for the midterm losses and pre-
fer to move on from his “Make America
Great Again” brand. Some lawmakers
begged off from joining Trump at his Mar-
A-Lago club for the announcement because
of their own work on Capitol Hill.

“The Republican Party has a choice,”
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y., said Sunday. “I say to the Republi-
can senators and to Leader McConnell, we
are willing to work with you to get things
done for the American people.”

Funding to keep the government running
past a Dec. 16 funding deadline, aid for Uk-
raine and bipartisan legislation that would
safeguard same-sex marriages from poten-
tial Supreme Court challenges in states
where they have been legal are all top pri-
orities in the final weeks of the year.

But McConnell faces his own intraparty
turmoil ahead of Wednesday’s closed-door
leadership race, which his right flank also
wants postponed as they review what went
wrong in the midterm elections in general
and the Georgia race now heading toward a
Dec. 6 runoff.

“We need to have serious discussions,”

big to-do list

said a draft letter led by Sen. Ron Johnson,
R-Wis., and signed by a handful of other
GOP senators.

Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., put it more
bluntly in a tweet: “The old party is dead.
Time to bury it. Build something new.”

Democrats have pushed their own inter-
nal elections off until after Thanksgiving, at
which time Pelosi has said she will decide
whether she would seek to stay on as party
leader.

A younger generation of Democrats has
been eager to take the reins in the House
once Pelosi and top leaders Steny Hoyer, of
Maryland, and Jim Clyburn, of South Car-
olina, decide if they will stay or go.

At the same time, lawmakers are buck-
ling in for a final weekslong legislative
sprint of this session — potentially the last
chance Biden will have with Democratic
control of Congress and monopoly party
power in Washington.

On the agenda ahead are must-do bills —
most prominently funding to keep the gov-
ernment running or risk a federal shut-
down. Conservatives are eager to use the
December funding deadline to begin to ex-
tract their policy priorities from McCarthy,
particularly their promises to slash spend-
ing and refuse to raise the nation’s debt lim-
it. The fiscal showdown, also expected to in-
clude a round of disaster funding for hurri-
cane-hit Florida and other areas, could be a
preview of what’s next in the new year.

The outgoing Congress is also working
swiftly to ensure another round of funding
for Ukraine to fight Russia, particularly af-
ter McCarthy signaled Republicans will re-
fuse to provide a “blank check” for the over-
seas expenditure.

One top priority of Biden and his party is
post-Jan. 6 legislation to modernize the
Electoral Count Act, an update to the late
19th century law.

Also a landmark bill that would require
recognition of same sex and interracial
marriages in states where they are legal has
gained support from both parties, amid con-
cerns the Supreme Court could roll back
marriage protections. It is promised for a
Senate vote after already passing the
House.

Legislation helping young immigrants
known as Dreamers in the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals program remain in
the U.S. also is under consideration.

GOP flips Oregon congressional
district redrawn to be less blue

Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore.—Republican Lori Cha-
vez-DeRemer has won the open U.S. House
seat in Oregon’s Sth Congressional District,
flipping the district for the GOP in a hard-
fought contest that drew millions in outside
money to the state.

Chavez-DeRemer’s victory makes her the
first Latina congresswoman from Oregon, a
distinction also sought by 6th District Demo-
cratic candidate Andrea Salinas. That race re-
mained too early to call.

The district was previously held for seven
terms by moderate Democrat Rep. Kurt
Schrader and was targeted by the GOP, which
saw the Sth as vulnerable after the longtime
incumbent’s primary defeat by progressive

candidate Jamie McLeod-Skinner.

McLeod-Skinner conceded the race Sun-
day.

The Sth was significantly redrawn follow-
ing the 2020 U.S. Census to include parts of
more conservative central Oregon, and trend-
ed slightly less blue this election. Democrats
still hold a slight advantage in voter registra-
tion, but both campaigns focused on the
roughly one-third of unaffiliated voters in the
district.

Chavez-DeRemer, a small-business owner
and former mayor of the Portland suburb of
Happy Valley, built her campaign around
concerns over homelessness and rising crime
in Portland, which neighbors some of the dis-
trict’s suburban communities.

Republican Lake narrows gap, but
Arizona governor’s race not over

Associated Press
PHOENIX — The nation’s last undecided
race for governor got even closer Sunday as
Democrat Katie Hobbs’ lead shrank against
Republican Kari Lake in the race to lead Ari-
zona, but it was too early to call.
Hobbsled by 26,000 votes, a1 point margin,
down about 10,000 votes from a day earlier.
Lake insists that she’ll take the lead as early
ballots dropped off at polling places are added
to the tally. She won a majority of the 99,000
votes reported in Maricopa County on Sun-
day, butit’s not clearif she’ll be able to narrow
the gap with the roughly 160,000 remaining to
be counted statewide. The Associated Press
has not yet called the race because there are
still too many votes left to count to conclude

Hobbs’ lead is insurmountable.

Democrats won the races for U.S. Senate
and secretary of state in Arizona, but Lake is
doing better than the Republicans in those
races. A formertelevision anchor, Lake is well
known in much of the state and drew a fervent
following among supporters of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Lake’s supporters have been highly critical
of the protracted vote countin Arizona, butitis
nothing new in a state where the overwhelm-
ing majority of people vote on ballots they re-
ceive in the mail. Maricopa County officials
reported that a record number of early ballots
were dropped off at the polling place on Elec-
tion Day, delaying the count while officials
verify they’re legitimate.
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Growing movement tries to buck rodeo

By SusanNE RusT
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Earlier this
fall, Alameda County supervisors
officially banned the practice of
“wild cow milking” — a timed
event in which a lactating beef
cow, unused to human handling,
has been wrangled from the fields
and brought to an arena.

There, she is separated from
her calf, tossed into a rodeo ring,
and attacked by three or four men
who rope her, pull her tail, wrestle
her to the ground and try to hold
her still while one of them grabs
her teats and milks her.

The move comes three years af-
ter the county banned “mutton
busting” — an event in which
small children are placed on the
backs of scared, unsaddled sheep
and try to stay on while the sheep
bucks, kicks and jumps to knock
the child off.

“It’s animal abuse,” said Eric
Mills, coordinator for Oakland’s
Action for Animals, an animal
welfare organization. “It’s uncon-
scionable to treat animals this
way. Can you imagine if they did
this to dogs? No one would be OK
with it. So why is it OK to do this to
baby calves, horses and cows?”

For those who admire a “west-
ern lifestyle,” a good rodeo per-
formance highlights the skill,
bravery and strength of a talented
cowboy or cowgirl — a rider deft
with a lasso, in control of wild,
bucking animals, and laser-fo-
cused on a chaotic, seemingly un-
controllable task at hand.

It’s this display of western
grandeur, hard work, grit and
sportsmanship that has likely
made the Peacock series “Yellow-
stone” such a major hit.

But for others, the rodeo is a
horror show in which terrified
animals are chased around an
arena, kicked by strangers, tossed
onto the ground with potentially
bone-crushing impact — all while
loud music is blared and dozens, if
not hundreds, of people yell,
scream and clap from the nearby
stands.

In California, there is a growing
movement to ban — or seriously
curtail — these kinds of perfor-

mances. And lawmakers are step-
ping into the fray, exposing one
more hot-button issue that is
seemingly emblematic of the na-
tion’s growing cultural discord.

In Los Angeles, the City Council
is poised to vote on legislation that
would curtail, if not eliminate, ro-
deo events within the city. Instead
of banning particular events, the
legislation seeks to ban certain
devices used on rodeo animals —
spurs, flank straps and electric
prods — that can cause pain or in-
jury.

The legislation is sponsored by
Bob Blumenfield, who represents
the west San Fernando Valley.

He said he introduced the legis-
lation because he “wanted to see
what we could do in terms of try-
ing to make Los Angeles a little bit
more humane and live up to its
name as the ‘city of angels.””

San Francisco, San Juan Capis-
trano and Pasadena already have
restrictions on rodeos, as do Pitts-
burgh, Leesburg, Va., and Fort
Wayne, Ind.

MabpEeLEINE Cook, FORT WORTH (TExAs) STAR-TELEGRAM/TNS

A girl clings on to her sheep during a mutton busting event in Stephenville, Texas. One county in California
banned mutton busting in 2019, and the state is seeing a growing movement to curtail rodeo events.

Other states, towns, counties
and countries have bans on spe-
cific events, such as the county of
Baltimore, which prohibits calf
roping — a sport in which a rider
mounted on a horse chases a calf
around an arena in an attempt to
catch it.

At first the rider throws a rope
around the neck of the small ani-
mal, stopping it mid-run with a
forceful yank, which often tops
the animal over. Then — after dis-
mounting — the rider will try to
restrain it by tying three legs to-
gether, in as short a time as pos-
sible.

For those concerned about ani-
mal welfare and abuse, these de-
velopments are hopeful;, laying
the groundwork for other coun-
ties, municipalities and eventual-
ly the state to adopt similar re-
strictions.

“When Los Angeles sneezes,
the whole state catches a cold,”
Blumenfield said.

For rodeo supporters, however,
it’s just one more example of Cali-

fornia’s radical progressivism —
a state so out of touch with main-
stream America that it’s turning
its back on a tradition as hallowed
as apple pie.

And it’s L.A.’s potential for con-
tagion that has gotten Sean Glea-
son, chief executive and commis-
sioner of the Professional Bull
Riders so concerned.

“Frankly, our fans across the
country have said, ‘Let them have
L.A. Who cares?”” Gleason said.
“The sentiment from the rest of
the country is that they are just
out there. Why even fight this
fight? And my answer to them is
this is absolutely the place to fight
them.”

Tim Baldwin, chairman of the
Livestock Welfare Committee for
the California Rodeo Salinas —
the largest rodeo in California —
agreed.

“I understand that emotions
run high on many issues current-
ly, and I hate to use the phrase
‘culture wars,” but these ordi-
nances tend to stroke that divi-

sion,” he said.

During an August hearing in
Alameda County, rodeo propo-
nents suggested that the wild cow
milking ban and a proposed de-
vice-restricting ordinance were
the products of extremists who
sought to cancel American cul-
ture and tradition, outlaw agricul-
ture, and embrace communism
and Marxism.

“The fact that these bleeding
hearts get on here and try, once
again, to destroy the American
way of life is pathetic,” said Jack-
ie Cota, president of the Tri-Val-
ley Republicans and a Livermore
resident. “These are the same
people who’ve made you wear
those muzzles on your mouth
right now. They want to control
you for no reason and tell you
there is a deadly virus without
providing you with any proof for
the last two years. They are Mar-
xists.”

Animal activists, on the other
hand, described the treatment of
rodeo animals as inhumane and
violent — suggesting such events
are celebrations of domination
and cruelty.

“Why are we allowing children
to witness men and women force-
fully dominate and abuse ani-
mals?” asked Kristina Verdile, a
tenured history teacher who lives
in Pleasanton and runs a rescue
home for abused farm animals.

Baldwin and Gleason say these
sports pose relatively little risk to
the animals.

They say they are concerned
about the safety and well-being of
their animals, and point to regula-
tions established by the Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Associa-
tion and PBR designed to ensure
animals aren’t injured.

“What I'm saying is, if animal
rights activists were successful in
shutting down bull riding —
through this argument that
there’s some kind of torture that
doesn’t exist — I assure you these
animals have zero purpose and
they’d be turned into hamburger
within a week,” Gleason said.
“Because nobody is going to keep
them around to stand around on
the farm and live a natural life.”

o University of Virginia football players Killed in

Associated Press

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. —
Police on Monday captured a Uni-
versity of Virginia student sus-
pected of fatally shooting three
members of the school’s football
team as they returned to campus
from a field trip.

The violence that also wounded
two students erupted near a park-
ing garage and sent the campusin-
to a lockdown that lasted over-
night while police searched for the

gunman.
Officials got
word during a
midmorning
news  briefing
that the suspect,
Christopher
Darnell Jones
Jr., 22, had been

Joneé Jr.

arrested.

“Just give me a moment to
thank God, breathe a sigh of re-
lief,” university Police Chief Ti-

mothy Longo Sr. said after learn-
ing Jones was in custody.

The shooting happened just af-
ter 10:1S p.m. Sunday as a charter
bus full of students returned from
seeing a play in Washington.

University President Jim Ryan
said authorities did not have a
“full understanding” of the motive
or circumstances surrounding the
shooting.

“The entire university com-
munity is grieving this morning,”

Ryan said. “My heart is broken for
the victims and their families and
for all those who knew and loved
them.”

Ryan identified the three stu-
dents who were killed as: Devin
Chandler, Lavel Davis Jr. and
D’Sean Perry. He said one of the
wounded students was hospital-
ized in critical condition, and the
other was in good condition.

Police obtained arrest warrants
for Jones charging him with three

shooting

counts of second-degree murder
and three counts of using a hand-
gun in the commission of a felony,
Longo said.

Jones had once played on the
football team, but he had not been
amember of the team for at leasta
year, Longo said.

Elsewhere, police in Moscow,
Idaho, were investigating the
deaths of four University of Idaho
students found Sunday in a home
near the campus.
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Musk cuts Twitter’s outsourced moderators

Associated Press

Twitter’s new owner Elon Musk
is further gutting the teams that
battle misinformation on the so-
cial media platform as outsourced
moderators learned over the
weekend they were out of a job.

Twitter and other big social
media firms have relied heavily
on contractors to track hate and
enforce rules against harmful
content.

But many of those content
watchdogs have now headed out
the door, first when Twitter fired
much of its full-time workforce by
email on Nov. 4 and now as it

moves to eliminate an untold num-
ber of contract jobs.

Melissa Ingle, who worked at
Twitter as a contractor for more
than a year, was one of a number
of contractors who said they were
terminated Saturday. She said
she’s concerned that there’s going
tobe an increase in abuse on Twit-
ter with the number of workers
leaving.

“I love the platform and I really
enjoyed working at the company
and trying to make it better. And
I’'mjust really fearful of what’s go-
ing to slip through the cracks,” she
said Sunday.

Ingle, a data scientist, said she
worked on the data and monitor-
ing arm of Twitter’s civic integrity
team. Her job involved writing al-
gorithms to find political misinfor-
mation on the platform in coun-
tries such as the U.S., Brazil, Ja-
pan, Argentina and elsewhere.

Ingle said she was “pretty sure I
was done for” when she couldn’t
access her work email Saturday.
The notification from the con-
tracting company she’d been
hired by came two hours later.

“I’ll just be putting my resumes
out there and talking to people,”
she said. “I have two children. And

I’'m worried about being able to
give them a nice Christmas, you
know, and just mundane things
like that, that are important. I just
think it’s particularly heartless to
do this at this time.”

Content-moderation expert Sa-
rah Roberts, an associate profes-
sor at the University of California,
Los Angeles who worked as a staff
researcher at Twitter earlier this
year, said she believes at least
3,000 contract workers were fired
Saturday night.

Twitter hasn’t said how many
contract workers it cut. The com-
pany hasn’t responded to media

requests for information since
Musk took over.

At Twitter’s San Francisco
headquarters and other offices,
contract workers wore green
badges while full-time workers
wore blue badges. Contractors did
a number of jobs to help keep
Twitter running, including engi-
neering and marketing, Roberts
said. But it was the huge force of
contracted moderators that was
“mission critical” to the platform,
said Roberts.

Cutting them will have a “tangi-
ble impact on the experience of
the platform,” she said.

Probe of
air show
crash is
underway

Associated Press

DALLAS — A national trans-
portation official probing the
cause of a midair crash of two his-
toric military planes during an air
show that left six people dead said
Sunday that one of the key ques-
tions for investigators is why the
aircraft were seemingly sharing
the same space just before impact.

A World War II-era bomber and
a fighter plane collided and
crashed to the ground in a ball of
flames on Saturday, leaving crum-
pled wreckage in a grassy area in-
side the Dallas Executive Airport
perimeter, about 10 miles from the
city’s downtown. Several videos
posted on social media showed the
fighter plane flying into the bom-
ber.

“One of the things we would
probably most likely be trying to
determine is why those aircraft
were co-altitude in the same air
space at the same time,” Michael
Graham, a member of the Nation-
al Transportation Safety Board,
said at a news conference.

The Commemorative Air Force,
which put on the show, on Monday
identified the victims as: Terry
Barker, Craig Hutain, Kevin “KS”

LARRY PETTERBORG/AP

A Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress and a Bell P-63 Kingcobra collide in
the midair during an air show at Dallas Executive Airport in Dallas on
Saturday. The crash left six people dead.

Michels, Dan Ragan, Leonard
“Len” Root, and Curt Rowe.

The crash came three years af-
ter the crash of a bomber in Con-
necticut that killed seven, and
amid ongoing concern about the
safety of air shows involving older
warplanes. The company that
owned the planes flying in the
Wings Over Dallas show has had
other crashes in its more than 60-
year history.

Armin Mizani, the mayor of
Keller, Texas, said Barker, who
was a retired pilot who lived in
Keller, was in the B-17 bomber
that crashed. Mizani said Barker’s
death has been difficult for his
town of 50,000, where many of the
residents know each other.

“It’s definitely a big loss in our

community,” he said. “We’re
grieving.”

Barker was an Army veteran
who flew helicopters during his
military service. He later worked
for American Airlines for 36 years
before retiring in 2020, Mizani
said.

Maj. Curtis J. Rowe, a member
of the Ohio Wing Civil Air Patrol,
was a crew chief on the B-17, his
brother-in-law Andy Keller told
The Associated Press on Sunday.
Rowe, of Hilliard, Ohio, did air
shows several times a year be-
cause he fell in love with WWII
aircraft, Keller said.

A preliminary report from the
NTSB is expected in four to six
weeks, while a final report will
take up to 18 months to complete.

Methodist denomination
cuts ties with Louisiana
churches amid schism

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS, La. — The
United Methodist Church, a main-
stay of the American religious land-
scape, has cut ties with S8 churches
in its Louisiana conference amid a
nationwide schism within the Pro-
testant denomination.

The disaffiliations, approved in a
virtual conference session Satur-
day, were the latest in a series of de-
cisions that many Louisiana
churches have made in recent
weeks to leave the national congre-
gation. Internal tensions over sex-
uality and theology have roiled the
church.

The congregation’s delegates
voted 487-3S in favor of the depar-
tures. The disaffiliations required
support from two-thirds of the dele-
gates.

Six churches leaving the confe-
rence are from the New Orleans ar-
ea. Another seven churches are
from the Baton Rouge area. St. Ti-
mothy, which at 6,000 members is
one of the largest Methodist con-
gregations in Louisiana, voted to
pursue disaffiliation on Nov. 1, The
Advocate reported.

The United Methodist Church is
the latest of several mainline Pro-
testant denominations in the U.S. to
begin fracturing amid debates over
sexuality and theology. The flash-
points are the denomination’s bans

on same-sex marriages and ordain-
ing openly LGBTQ clergy —
though many see these as symp-
toms of deeper differences in views
on justice, theology and scriptural
authority.

The denomination has repeated-
ly upheld these bans at legislative
General Conferences, but some
U.S. churches and clergy have de-
fied them. This spring, the
Church’s  conservative  wing
launched a new Global Methodist
Church, where they are deter-
mined to maintain and enforce
such bans.

Aproposal toamicably divide the
denomination and its assets, un-
veiled in early 2020, has lost its
once-broad support after years of
pandemic-related delays to the leg-
islative General Conference, whose
vote was needed toratify it. Now the
breakup and the negotiations are
happening piecemeal — one re-
gional conference at a time.

In annual regional gatherings
across the U.S. earlier this year,
United Methodists approved re-
quests of about 300 congregations
to quit the denomination, according
to United Methodist News Service.
Special meetings in the second half
of the year are expected to vote on
asmany as 1,000 more, according to
the conservative advocacy group
Wesleyan Covenant Association.

Texas teacher on leave after telling Black students his race is ‘superior’

The Dallas Morning News

A white Pflugerville Independent
School Districtteacherin Texas was
placed on leave after a video posted
online showed him telling Black stu-
dents his race is “superior,” accord-
ing to KXAN-TV.

“Deep downinmy heart,Iameth-
nocentric,” the unidentified teacher
told students at Bohls Middle
School. “Which means I think my

race is the superior one.”

The teacher appeared to direct
the remark toward two Black stu-
dents. Those two students sat in
stunned silence, one holding his
hand over his face, while other stu-
dents gaped in shock and broke out
into awkward laughter, the video
shows.

Several students challenged the
teacher. One Black student told the

teacher he liked “all types of kinds.”

“Wait, so you said you are what?”
another student asked. “You are
racist?” The teacher said he thinks
everybody is.

“You said you are racist,” the stu-
dent told the teacher.

“Idid, 'm going to be honest with
you,” the teacher responded before
telling the student to put his phone
away. The students told the teacher

he had lost their respect.

In a letter obtained by KXAN,
Bohls Middle School Principal Sha-
ron Churchin told parents the teach-
er was placed on leave pending the
outcome of an investigation. “This
interaction does not align with our
core beliefs as a district,” the letter
said. “The video of the conversation
includes statements that we find
wholly inappropriate.”

The letter appeared to praise the
students for speaking up for them-
selves.

“We always do our best to ensure
the safety of all students; we encour-
agethemtobeself-advocates andlet
an adult know when something is
wrong, as they did in this situation;
thiscouldbetoaparent,ateacher,or
a counselor,” Churchin wrote. “If
you see something, say something.”
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Woman charged with bias
crime in alleged attack

o PORTLAND — A

woman has been
charged with bias crimes after al-
legedly spitting on and punching a
TriMet transit employee in Por-
tland, Ore.

According to the Multnomah
County District Attorney, Nicole
Hileman is accused of starting an
argument Wednesday on a MAX
light rail train, The Oregonian/
OregonlLive reported.

Hileman allegedly hurled racist
slurs at a man on the train and
threatened to punch him. A Tri-
Met safety supervisor asked Hile-
man to exit the train and instead
she stood up, spit on and punched
the supervisor in the head, court
documents allege.

The TriMet employee was later
diagnosed with a concussion, ac-
cording to Portland police.

Hileman was indicted in court
Thursday on five charges: first-de-
gree bias crime, fourth-degree as-
sault and three counts of interfer-
ing with public transport.

Disneyland adds dolls in
wheelchairs to iconic ride

c ANAHEIM — Disney-

land on Friday added
two new characters in wheel-
chairs to its iconic “It’s a Small
World” attraction, saying it want-
ed a “more accurate representa-
tion of diversity around the
world.”

The animatronic dolls are
among some 300 costumed dolls
representing singing children
from many nations featured in the
attraction. One is in the Latin
American section of the boat ride
and the other appearsin the finale.

The dolls were unveiled on the
first day of Disneyland’s Christ-
mas season. Each year, the park
adds special holiday decor and
Christmas carols to the ride, which
opened at the Anaheim park in
1966 after appearing at the 1964-65
World’s Fair in New York.

The new characters will remain
after the seasonal decor is re-
moved sometime in January.

National Toy Hall of Fame
inducts new trio of items

ROCHESTER — The

National Toy Hall of
Fame’s new honorees include an
object dating to ancient times, a
line of muscle-bound action fig-
ures and an iconic art set whose
medium is colorful pegs. The hall
on Thursday announced the top,
Masters of the Universe and Lite-
Brite as this year’s inductees.

The trio was chosen from a field
of 12 finalists that also included
bingo, Breyer Horses, Catan, Nerf,
the pinata, Phase 10, Pound Pup-
pies, Rack-0 and Spirograph.

The Toy Hall of Fame inducts a
new class of toyseachyearinacer-
emony at The Strong National Mu-
seum of Play in Rochester, where
the hall is housed.

The new inductees will be dis-

O Christmas Tree

Workers steady the 2022 Rockefeller Center Christmas tree as a crane lifts the donated tree into place Saturday.

played alongside past honorees
that range from everyday objects
like the stick and cardboard box to
technologic entries like Ninten-
do’s Game Boy. American Girl
Dolls, Risk and sand were induct-
ed last year.

Semi-trailer tips over,
killing 9 dairy cattle

w CHESTER — Author-

ities said nine dairy
cows were killed when a semi-
trailer hauling more than three-
dozen cattle slid down an embank-
ment of a Wisconsin highway and
tipped over.

The 6l1-year-old driver had
pulled over on the shoulder of a
rampon U.S. Highway 151in Ches-
ter township Thursday night when
itbegan to slide on the soft ground.
The driver was unable to correct
the wheels to prevent the trailer
from toppling over.

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said the trailer was carrying
38 Holsteins. Several area dairy
farm workers aided in rescue and
recovery.

Chester is located about 70
miles northeast of Milwaukee.

Noose found at Obama
Presidential Center site

I CHICAGO — The firm

building the Obama Presi-
dential Center suspended oper-
ations Thursday after a noose was
found at the site, and it offered a
$100,000 reward to help find who

was responsible.

Lakeside Alliance, a partner-
ship of Black-owned construction
firms, said it reported the incident
to police and “will provide any as-
sistance required to identify those
responsible.”

The Chicago Police Department
is aware of the noose and the mat-
ter is under investigation, said Sgt.
Rocco Alioto, a department
spokesman.

City work to prepare for con-
struction began in spring 2021
with an official groundbreaking
the following September. The
foundation has said the center is
slated to open in 2025. Organizers
expect it to attract about 750,000
visitors a year.

45 arrested in drug,
weapons investigation

A LITTLE ROCK —
Nearly four dozen peo-
ple were arrested Wednesday in
what federal authorities said was
the culmination of three investiga-
tions into a drug and firearms op-
eration that stretched from central
Arkansas to California and Texas.
Atotal of 80 people have beenin-
dicted and 45 were arrested on
weapons and drug trafficking
charges, according to a statement
from the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
Little Rock.

The statement said two FBI in-
vestigations into gang violence
and drug trafficking and a sepa-
rate Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration investigation uncovered

methamphetamine and fentanyl
being mailed from California into
Arkansas and distributed in Little
Rock, Pine Bluff and Houston.

The statement said weapons, in-
cluding machine guns, cash and
drugs, have been seized as part of
the investigation.

EPA to consider tougher
locomotive emission rules

N OMAHA — The Envi-

ronmental Protection
Agency said Wednesday that it
will consider adopting stricter
rules on locomotive emissions in
response to concerns raised by
California regulators.

The EPAsaidithassetup ateam
to evaluate whether it needs to up-
date the pollution standards for lo-
comotives that it put in place in
2008, and to look at what the agen-
cy can do to encourage railroads to
upgrade their locomotives.

The EPA said it recognizes that
even though those 2008 rules set
stringent standards for new loco-
motives, the railroad workhorses
continue to be a significant source
of particulate matter and nitrous
oxide emissions because older lo-
comotives often remain in use for
decades. Those emissions are as-
sociated with increased cancer
risks and other health problems —
particularly in neighborhoods
around railyards.

Diesel exhaust contains tiny
particles that can penetrate deep
into the lungs, carrying a variety of
toxins that have been linked to

cancer, lung disease, heart attacks
and other ailments.

The EPA announced the new ef-
fort in response to petitions that
several California-based agencies
that regulate pollution submitted
in 2016 and 2017.

Ex-student banned from
campus after racist attack

LEXINGTON — A

white University of
Kentucky student accused of
physically assaulting a Black stu-
dent worker while repeatedly us-
ing racial slurs has been perma-
nently banned from the school.

Sophia Rosing is no longer a stu-
dent atthe university following the
Nov. 6 incident and will not be al-
lowed to reenroll, university Pres-
ident Eli Capilouto said in a mes-
sage to the UK community
Wednesday. The school’s investi-
gation continues.

Rosing had been set to graduate
in May. She will seek help for the
issues she has, her attorney, Fred
Peters, said Tuesday.

Campus police charged Rosing
with first and second offenses of
alcohol intoxication in a public
place, third-degree assault of a po-
lice officer, fourth-degree assault
and second-degree disorderly
conduct, according to an arrest re-
port.

Rosing pleaded not guilty to the
charges on Nov. 7 and bonded out
of jail later in the day.

From The Associated Press
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Paris Olympics mascots
tip their caps to history

Associated Press
PARIS — The mascots for the

2024 Paris Olympics and Paralym-
pics have been revealed — a Phry-
gian cap.

The soft red cap, also known as a
liberty cap, is an updated version of
a conical hat worn in antiquity in
places such as Persia, the Balkans,
Thrace, Dacia and Phrygia, a place
in modern day Turkey where the
name originates. It later became a
symbol of the pursuit of liberty in
the French Revolution — and is still
worn by the figure of Marianne, the
national personification of France
since that time.

The Olympic cap is triangular in
shape, and comes complete with

friendly smile, blue eyes, tricolor
ribbon and big colored sneakers.
The Paralympic version features
aprosthetic leg that goes to the knee
—thefirsttime such amascot sports
avisible disability, organizers said.
Michael Jeremiasz, gold medalist
in wheelchair tennis at the 2008
Beijing Paralympics, said the pros-
thesis sends an inclusive message to
disabled people around the world.
“That’s the key for us, because we
suffer from being invisible in socie-
ty,” he said. “We have to use Paris
2024 as a powerful tool to change
our rights.”
Organizers said they didn’t want
to choose an animal or other crea-
ture but instead wanted something

CHRisTOPHE ENA/AP

Mascots of the 2024 Paris Olympic Games, right, and Paralympics
Games, a Phrygian cap, jump Thursday. The cap is an updated version
of a conical hat worn in antiquity in Persia, the Balkans, Thrace, Dacia
and Phrygia. It became a symbol of liberty in the French Revolution.

that represented an “ideal.” They The two mascots will be dubbed
said they chose the cap as an “alle- “Les Phryges,” pronounced some-
gory of freedom.” thing like “freezh.”

Pakistan bans
film that won
at Cannes

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan has
reversed a previous decision to
show its Oscar entry, “Joyland,”
and has banned it from movie thea-
ters, a government official said
Monday.

The movie, which features alove
story between a married man and a
transgender woman, is Pakistan’s
entry for next year’s Academy
Awards and was a prizewinner at
this year’s Cannes Film Festival.

Mobashir Hasan, the Pakistani
government’s principle informa-
tion officer, said the film is “uncer-
tified,” meaning it is barred from
screening in cinemas under the ju-
risdiction of a central censor board.
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New Zealand scientists target cow burps
in efforts to help reduce global warming

Associated Press

PALMERSTON NORTH, New
Zealand — A huge scientific inqui-
ry in New Zealand is looking to see
if it’s possible to stop cows from
burping. As humorous as the sit-
uation sounds, it’s one that could
have profound effects on the
health of the planet.

More specifically, the question
is how to stop cows, sheep and oth-
er farm animals from belching out
so much methane, a gas which
doesn’t last as long as carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere but is at
least 25 times more potent when it
comes to global warming.

New Zealand scientists are
coming up with some surprising
solutions that could put a big dent
in those emissions. Among the
more promising are selective
breeding, genetically modified
feed, methane inhibitors, and a po-
tential game-changer — a vac-
cine.

Nothing is off the table, from
feeding the animals more sea-
weed to giving them a kombucha-
style probiotic called “Kowbu-
cha.” One British company has
even developed a wearable har-
ness for cows that oxidizes me-
thane as it's burped out.

In New Zealand, the research
has taken on a new urgency. Be-
cause farming is central to the
economy, about half of the na-
tion’s greenhouse gas emissions
come from farms.

As part of a push to become car-
bon neutral, New Zealand’s gov-
ernment has promised to reduce
methane emissions from farm ani-
mals by up to 47% by 2050.

Last month the government an-
nounced a plan to begin taxing
farmers for animal burps, a world-
first move that has angered many
farmers. All sides are hoping they
might catch a break from science.

Turkey detains Syrian
woman in bombing

Associated Press

ISTANBUL — Turkish police
said Monday that they have de-
tained a Syrian woman with sus-
pected links to Kurdish militants
and that she confessed to planting
abomb thatexploded on abustling
pedestrian avenue in Istanbul,
Kkilling six people and wounding
several dozen others.

Sunday’s explosion occurred on
Istiklal Avenue, a popular thor-
oughfare lined with shops and res-
taurants. Police identified the sus-

pect Monday as Ahlam Albashir, a
Syrian national.

Police said the suspect told
them that she had been trained as
a “special intelligence officer” by
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’
Party, as well as the Syrian Kur-
dish group the Democratic Union
Party and its armed wing.

Both groups denied involve-
ment in the attack.

Earlier, Interior Minister Su-
leyman Soylu said the attack
would be avenged.
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Sequel’s royal debut

‘Wakanda Forever’ scores huge opening with $180M

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

The box office roared back to life with the
long-awaited release of “Black Panther: Wa-
kanda Forever.”

The Marvel sequel earned $180 million in
ticket sales from more than 4,396 theaters in
the U.S. and Canada, according to estimates
from The Walt Disney Co. on Sunday, making
it the second biggest opening of the year be-
hind “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness.” Overseas, it brought in an addition-
al $150 million from S0 territories, bringing its
worldwide total to $330 million.

“Wakanda Forever” was eagerly anticipated
by both audiences and exhibitors, who have
weathered a slow spell at the box office since
the summer movie season ended and there
were fewer bigger budget blockbusters in the
pipeline. The film got off to a mighty start a bit
stronger than even the first film with an $84
million opening day, including $28 million
from Thursday previews.

“This is the type of movie that theaters really
need to drive audiences,” said Paul Dergara-
bedian, Comscore’s senior media analyst.

The first film opened to $202 million in Feb-
ruary 2018 and went on to gross more than $1.4
billion worldwide, making it one of the highest
grossing films of all time and a cultural pheno-
menon. A sequel was inevitable, and develop-
ment began soon after with director Ryan Coo-
gler returning, but everything changed after
Chadwick Boseman’s unexpected death in Au-
gust 2020.

“Wakanda Forever” became, instead, about
the death of Boseman’s King T’Challa/Black
Panther, and the grieving kingdom he left be-
hind. Returning actors include Angela Bassett,
Lupita Nyong’o, Letitia Wright, Winston Duke
and Danai Gurira, who face off against a new
foe in Tenoch Huerta’s Namor. The film would
face more complications too, including Wright
getting injured. All told, it cost a reported $250
million to make, not accounting for marketing
and promotion.

Superhero films have fared well during the
pandemic, but none yet have reached the
heights of “Spider-Man: No Way Home,”
which opened to $260.1 million in Dec. 2021.
Other big launches include “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Madness” ($187.4 million in
May), “Thor: Love and Thunder” ($144.2 mil-
lion in July) and “The Batman” ($134 million in
March).

“Wakanda Forever” is first film to open over
$100 million since “Thor” in July, which has
been difficult for exhibitors that are already
dealing with a calender that has about 30%
fewer wide releases than in a normal year.

Holdovers populated the rest of the top five.
Second place went to DC superhero “Black
Adam,” with $8.6 million, bringing its domestic
total to $151.1 million. “Ticket to Paradise”
landed in third in its fourth weekend with $6.1
million. The Julia Roberts and George Clooney
romantic comedy has made nearly $150 mil-
lion worldwide. “Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile” and
“Smile” rounded out the top five with $3.2 mil-
lion and $2.3 million, respectively.

MARVEL StupIOS/AP

Angela Bassett plays the mourning mother of
King T’Challa/Black Panther in “Black
Panther: Wakanda Forever,” which opened
with $180 miillion in North America, the
second biggest debut of 2022.

Songwriters Hall nominations go to a diverse
group mcludlng R.E.M., Blondie, Snoop Dogg

By MARK KENNEDY

Associated Press

Bryan Adams, R.E.M., Blondie,
Snoop Dogg, Gloria Estefan,
Heart and The Doobie Brothers
are among the nominees for the
2023 Songwriters Hall of Fame,
part of a dazzling list of talented
acts who left their mark on coun-
try, pop, rap, Broadway, post-
punk, Latin and New Jack Swing.

The ballot includes the musical
theater duo of Lynn Ahrens and
Stephen Flaherty, who wrote
“Ragtime” and ‘“Anastasia,” as
well as soul-jazz vocalist Sade,
whose 1980s soft rock hits include
“Smooth Operator” and “The
Sweetest Taboo.”

Two veteran rock stars are also
nominees: Patti Smith — whose
songs include ‘“Because the
Night” and “Dancing Barefoot” —
and Steve Winwood, whose hits in-
clude “Higher Love” and “Roll
With It.” Vince Gill is once again a
nominee, having first made the
ballot in 2018.

Eligible voting members have
until Dec. 28 to turn in ballots with
their choices of three nominees
from the songwriter category and
three from the performing-song-
writer category. The Associated

From left, Clem Burke and
Debbie Harry attend a screening
of “Blondie: Vivir En La Habana”
in New York in 2021. Blondie is
among the 2023 nominees for
the Songwriters Hall of Fame.

Press got an early copy of the list.

Jeff Lynne of ELO, who penned
“Mr. Blue Sky” and “Evil Wom-
an,” faces off against the “Losing
My Religion” R.E.M. quartet led
by Michael Stipe, as well as sisters
Ann and Nancy Wilson of Heart,
who showed women could rock
hard with songs like “Barracuda”
and “Crazy On You.”

Debbie Harry, Chris Stein and
Clem Burke are eligible for the
hall as Blondie, who gave us the
New Wave hits “Call Me” and

“Rapture,” and Snoop Dogg would
join such rappers as Missy Elliott
and Jay-Z should he make the cut.
Estefan is credited for populariz-
ing Latin rhythms with such cros-
sover smashes as “Rhythm Is
Gonna Get You” and “Let’s Get
Loud.”

Two classic rock icons compete
as Adams— with radio staples like
“Summer of ’69” and “Have You
Ever Really Loved a Woman?” —
contends with The Doobie Broth-
ers and their always-in-rotation
“Listen to the Music” and “Long
Train Running.”

Nominees who work behind the
scenes include Glen Ballard, who
helped write Alanis Morissette’s
monster 1995 album “Jagged Lit-
tle Pill” and was involved in the
recording and writing of Michael
Jackson’s albums “Thriller,”
“Bad” and “Dangerous.”

Veteran songwriter Tom Snow,
who worked with Olivia Newton-
John, Barbra Streisand, Cher, The
Pointer Sisters and co-wrote
“Let’s Hear It for the Boy” from
the movie “Footloose,” is also eli-
gible.

The nominee list includes Ted-
dy Riley, the singer, songwriter,
and producer credited with creat-

ing New Jack Swing and its top an-
thems like Bobby Brown’s “My
Prerogative” and Keith Sweat’s “I
Want Her,” and Liz Rose, who co-
wrote many songs with Taylor
Swift, including “You Belong with
Me,” “Teardrops on My Guitar”
and “White Horse.”

There’s also country songwriter
Dean Dillon, who wrote songs
with Toby Keith, George Strait
and Lee Ann Womack; pop song-
writer Franne Golde, behind such
hits as Jody Watley’s “Don’t You
Want Me” and “Nightshift” by the
Commodores; and the duo of Bob-
by Hart and Tommy Boyce, who
penned many of The Monkees’
hits.

The Songwriters Hall of Fame
was established in 1969 to honor
those creating the popular music.
A songwriter with a notable cata-
log of songs qualifies for induction
20 years after the first commercial
release of a song.

Some already in the hall include
Carole King, Paul Simon, Billy
Joel, Jon Bon Jovi and Richie
Sambora, Elton John and Bernie
Taupin, Brian Wilson, James Tay-
lor, Bruce Springsteen, Tom Pet-
ty, Lionel Richie, Bill Withers,
Neil Diamond and Phil Collins.

Swift gets 4 wins at MTV

Europe Music Awards

Taylor Swift won big at Sun-
day’s MTV Europe Music
Awards. Swift, who led the nomi-
nations along with Harry Styles
with seven apiece, walked away
with four wins for Best Artist, Best
Video, Best Pop and Best Long-
form Video.

Currently topping the charts
with “Anti-Hero” from her rec-
ord-breaking new album “Mid-
nights,” Swift made a surprise ap-
pearance at the awards in Dussel-
dorf, Germany, to collect her haul,
the latest in a long line of acco-
lades for the singer-songwriter.

An absent Nicki Minaj also
came out on top with a trio of priz-
es for Best Song, Super Freaky
Girl and Best Hip Hop. Styles,
who is currently touring in the
U.S., won Best Live.

Winners in fan-voted categories
were announced throughout the
evening.

MS diagnosis might end
Applegate’s acting career

Christina Applegate might be
taking her final bow soon.

The Emmy-winning actress’
role as Jen Harding on “Dead to
Me” could be her last following
her multiple sclerosis diagnosis,
she told Variety.

“Jen Harding is the one, who —
who knows, quite possibly the last
one I’ll play,” Applegate, S0, said.

Noting that filming the third and
final season of the Emmy-nomi-
nated Netflix hit was “as hard as
you would possibly think it would
be,” Applegate told Variety she
was at work when she learned of
her diagnosis, which she went
public with in August 2021.

Applegate said she, co-star Lin-
da Cardellini and creator Liz Feld-
man all wanted “Dead to Me” and
its characters to have “closure,” so
they forged ahead with the final
season, which premieres Thurs-
day.

‘Days of Our Lives’ star
John Aniston dead at 89

John Aniston, the Emmy-win-
ning star of the daytime soap op-
era “Days of Our Lives” and fa-
ther of Jennifer Aniston, has died
at age 89.

The actor’s daughter posted a
tribute to him Monday on Insta-
gram, announcing that he had
died Friday, Veteran’s Day. John
Aniston served in the U.S. Navy.

John Aniston’s acting credits in-
cluded “Search for Tomorrow,”
“The West Wing” and “Gilmore
Girls.” But he was best-known for
his long-running role on “Days of
Our Lives” as family patriarch
Victor Kiriakis, the former drug
lord who goes on to found the pow-
erful Titan Industries.

In 2017, his work on “Days of
Our Lives” brought him an Emmy
nomination for best supporting
actor in a drama series. He was
presented with a lifetime achieve-
ment Emmy this year.

From wire reports
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OPINION

GOP’s woes run deeper than candidate quality

By Davip A. HoPKINS
Bloomberg Opinion

sitDr. Mehmet Oz’s fault that the “red

wave” expected by many Republi-

cans didn’t materialize on Election

Day? Did the Pennsylvania Senate
candidate violate the physician’s Hippo-
cratic Oath — “first, do no harm” — by in-
flicting severe damage to his own party’s
electoral fortunes?

You might think so, given the tenor of
many post-election analyses. One of the
main storylines of this year’s campaign has
depicted a dramatic tension between a fun-
damentally favorable national climate for
the Republican Party on one hand, and on
the other, a weak slate of individual nomi-
nees foisted on GOP leaders by misguided
primary voters.

0Oz, who was easy toview as a celebrity dil-
ettante suddenly parachuting into politics —
and the state of Pennsylvania — from else-
where, became perhaps the most frequently
cited example of Republicans’ candidate
recruitment problems. But fellow Senate
nominees Herschel Walker, of Georgia;
Blake Masters, of Arizona; and Don Bolduc,
of New Hampshire, as well as gubernatorial
candidates like Doug Mastriano in Pennsyl-
vania and Tudor Dixon in Michigan, struck
political analysts as flawed standard-bear-
ers for the Republican Party.

While candidate shortcomings do appear
to have affected the final results in several
key races, Republicans’ disappointing per-
formance up and down the ballot can’t be
fully explained by the flaws of a few specific
candidates. Instead, Republicans suffered
from a blemished national image that hurt
the party’s nominees regardless of their po-
litical competence.

By historical standards, the most surpris-

ing outcome of the 2022 elections was the
unusually modest partisan swing in the
House of Representatives. Elections for
Senate and governor have traditionally
been less predictable, but the president’s
partisan allies nearly always lose House
seats — sometimes dozens — in the mid-
terms. Since World War II, the movement
toward the opposition party has averaged 26
seats and 7 points in the national popular
vote. When the president’s approval rating
isbelow 50%, the expected shiftiseven grea-
ter.

While votes are still being counted, it’s
clear that House Democrats experienced a
small fraction of the 40-seat loss that Repu-
blicans suffered in 2018, even though Presi-
dent Joe Biden, whose job approval rating is
hovering around 41%, is slightly less popular
today than Donald Trump (42%) was at the
same point in his presidency.

Yet this asymmetry can’t be fully ex-
plained by pointing to a poor set of Republi-
can House candidates. A few of this year’s
nominees were controversial or scandal-
ridden, but many others were thoroughly
typical and unobjectionable politicians who
nonetheless struggled to capture battle-
ground districts.

Republicans also failed to establish a con-
sistentadvantage on what’sknown as the ge-
neric ballot, a standard polling question that
asks voters simply if they plan to vote Demo-
cratic or Republican, or which party they
prefer to control Congress, without men-
tioning candidate names. If there were a sig-
nificant number of Americans who were
generally inclined to support the Republi-
cans but who balked when confronted with a
specific unappealing candidate, we pre-
sumably would have observed a bigger ad-
vantage for the GOP on the generic ballot

than in the actual voting results.

Instead, the final pre-election polls found
anationwide Republican advantage of 1 per-
centage point on the generic ballot while the
national House popular vote is likely to fa-
vor Republicans by a slightly larger margin.

Republicans’ inability to translate an un-
popular Democratic president and unset-
tled economic climate into a clear electoral
advantage suggests that the party was bur-
dened by a tarnished national reputation.

Voters who expressed dissatisfaction
with the condition of the nation under Dem-
ocratic rule didn’t necessarily believe that
Republicans offered better solutions to their
problems. It’s very possible that the GOP’s
current emphasis on cultural populism left
it with less credibility to address Ameri-
cans’ economic concerns. And the unpopu-
lar Supreme Court decision overturning
Roe v. Wade not only energized an angry
Democratic base but also worried moderate
voters that Republicans would impose strict
abortion bans if entrusted with power at the
federal and state level.

Yes, Dr. Oz and his fellow untested neo-
phytes weren’t much help to their party this
year. But it’s easy to pin the unhappy out-
come on individual scapegoats. Instead,
they should be examining the deeper set of
challenges that prevented the GOP from en-
joying the out-party’s usual midterm re-
bound.

Still, no disappointment is permanent in
our highly competitive era. Both the country
and the government remain closely divided
— and the next campaign season is about to
begin.

David A. Hopkins is an associate professor of political science at
Boston College and the author of “Red Fighting Blue: How
Geography and Electoral Rules Polarize American Politics.”

Republicans really do have plenty to celebrate

By RAMEsSH PONNURU
Bloomberg Opinion

n election night, a lot of Republi-

cans bypassed the champagne for

brown-coloredliquor, and they’re

still feeling surly a few days later.
But they shouldn’t wallow in disappoint-
ment. There’s plenty of basis for conserva-
tive cheer.

That starts with the record of the Biden ad-
ministration — really. Yes, conservatives
disagree with a great many of the Demo-
crats’ policies, and think some the results,
such as higher inflation, have been woeful.
But consider all of the items on the Demo-
cratic agenda that didn’t pass in two years of
unified party control of Congress and the
White House. There’s no federal overhaul of
voting laws, no expansion of taxpayer fund-
ing for abortion and no statutory changes to
boost unions.

One might have thought that even a nar-
row Democratic majority would be able to
raise the minimum wage and increase the
top income-tax rate. This one hasn’t. Even
the corporate tax rate has stayed the same as
it was under the Trump administration, al-
though its base has broadened.

The Biden Democrats have made fewer
permanent changes to the law than their
predecessors in the previous two Democrat-
ic administrations, those of Bill Clinton and
Barack Obama. There’s no big new program
such as “Obamacare.” What the Democrats
have done instead is spend a lot of money.

That’s not great and restoring spending re-
straintis never easy. Butit’s not nearly as dif-
ficult as undoing a law.

And while Republicans did much worse
than they had expected in the elections, they
did well enough that Biden won’t be able to
enact new liberal legislation in the next two
years — not, at least, without giving conser-
vatives something in return.

The legislative picture during the remain-
der of Biden’s term is going to look much the
way it would have if the red wave of Republi-
candreams had materialized. More Republi-
can senators would have meant a slower
pace of confirmation for liberal judges,
slightly more moderate appointees and
somewhat more Republican-friendly budget
deals. Wave or ripple, though, liberal initia-
tives are going to come via executive action.
A Republican Senate would have led to more
pushback against such moves, but would not
have stopped them (any more than it did
when Obama faced a Republican Senate in
his last two years in office).

Breaking the usual midterm pattern may
have a “bankshot” benefit for Republicans.
Congressional Republicans won big in Clin-
ton’s first midterm, overreached and helped
him win re-election two years afterward.
The same thing happened, albeit on asmaller
scale, under Obama. With narrow control of
the House, Republicans won’t be in any posi-
tion to overreach next year.

And this year’s losses may help them in
2024 in another way, by sobering Republican

primary voters. They may decide to pick can-
didates with track records of winning races
— and without scandals or a compulsion to
defend Donald Trump’s worst behavior. And
they can getintothis mindsetjustintime fora
year with an unusual number of Democratic
Senate seats available to contest.

Most important, they may, just may, final-
ly have had enough of Trump himself. Select-
ing a different presidential nominee would
be in the interests of the country and party.
Someone else would have a better chance of
winning in 2024, a stronger likelihood of go-
verning effectively and with regard for the
party’s fortunes, and eligibility to run again
in 2028.

Sometimes election defeats leave the los-
ing party groping in the dark for answers
about what went wrong, with different fac-
tions offering clashing theories. There will
be some dispute about the 2022 results — Re-
publicans are arguing about how large a role
abortion played — but those results put the
party’s chief political problem in neon flash-
ing lights. Moving past Trump (which, inci-
dentally, does not mean simply restoring the
pre-Trump party) would be arduous work,
but there’snointellectual puzzle to be solved.

If Republicans learn and act on the lesson
voters have just given them, it will turn out to
be just the failure they needed.

Ramesh Ponnuru is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. He is the
editor of National Review and a fellow at the American En-
terprise Institute. This column does not necessarily reflect the
opinion of the editorial board or Bloomberg LP and its owners.
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SCOREBOARD/SOCCER

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

USA Today Coaches Poll

The USA Today Sports AFCA Coaches
Poll Top 25 with team’s records through
saturday in parentheses, total points
based on 25 for first place through one
point for 25th, ranking in last week’s poll
and first-place votes received.

AP Top 25

The Top 25 teams in The Associated
Press college football poll, with first-place
votes in parentheses, records through
Nov. 12, total points based on 25 points for
a first-place vote through one point for a
25th-place vote, and previous ranking:

Record Pts Pvs Record Pts Prv

1. Georgia (61) (10-0) 1572 1 1. Georgia (62) 10-0 1574 1
2. Ohio State (1) (10-0) 1509 2 2. Ohio St. (1) 10-0 1501 2
3. Michigan (1) (10-0) 1445 3 3. Michigan 10-0 1453 3
4.TCU (9-1) 1377 4 4.TCU 10-0 1374 4
5. Tennessee (9-1) 1332 5 5. Tennessee 9-1 1341 5
6. Southern California  (9-1) 1214 7 6. LSU 82 1218 7
7.LSU (8-2) 1199 8 7.Southern Cal 9-1 1152 8
8. Alabama (8-2) 1122 11 8. Alabama 8-2 1140 10
9. Clemson (9-1) 1059 12 9. Clemson 9-1 1055 12
10. Utah (8-2) 961 13 10.Utah 82 965 13
11. North Carolina (9-1) 904 14 11. Penn St. 82 882 14
12. Penn State (8-2) 859 15 12.0Oregon 82 8% 6
13. Oregon (8-2) 828 6 13.North Carolina 9-1 843 15
14. Mississippi (8-2) 84 9 14. Mississippi 82 797 11
15. Washington (8-2) 670 23 15. Washington 82 693 24
16. UCLA (8-2) 572 10 16.UCLA 82 648 9
17. Kansas State (7-3) 547 22 17.UCF 8-2 537 22
18. Central Florida (8-2) 522 21 18. Notre Dame 7-3 495 20
19. Notre Dame (7-3) 412 25 19.Kansas St. 7-3 468 23
20. Florida State (7-3) 364 —  20.Florida St. 7-3 38 25
21. Cincinnati (8-2) 236 —  2l1.Tulane 8-2 273 16
22. Tulane (8-2) 203 17  22.Cincinnati 82 237 —
23. Coastal Carolina (9-1) 179 —  23.Coastal Carolina 9-1 143 -—
24. Oklahoma State (7-3) 115 —  24.0Oklahoma St. 7-3 8 —
25. NC State (7-3) 89 16 25. Oregon St. 7-3 81 -—

Dropped out: No. 18 Texas (6-4); No. 19
Liberty (8-2); No. 20 lllinois (7-3); No. 24
Kentucky (6-4).

Others receiving votes: Texas (6-4) 76;
Oregon State (7-3) 62; lllinois (7-3) 48; Tex-
as-San Antonio (8-2) 40; Troy (8-2) 32; Min-
nesota (7-3) 30; Duke (7-3) 24; Liberty (8-2)
9; Florida (6-4) 8; Kentucky (6-4) 8; Pitts-
burgh (6-4) 8; Air Force (7-3) 5; Boise State
(7-3) 5; Wake Forest (6-4) 3; South Alaba-
ma (8-2) 2; Toledo (7-3) 1.

Others receiving votes: NC State 77, Tex-
as 65, UTSA 51, Troy 22, Duke 16, Liberty 15,
lllinois 13, Minnesota 7, Florida 6, Boise St.
5, South Alabama 1.

Schedule
Tuesday’s games
MIDWEST

Bowling Green (5-5) at Toledo (7-3)
Ohio (7-3) at Ball St. (5-5)

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Sunday’s men’s scores

EAST

Bridgeport 90, S. Connecticut 75
Colgate 93, Wells 60
Concord 80, Clarion 60
Dominican (NY) 87, St. Rose 86
Fairleigh Dickinson 77, Manhattan 74
Franklin Pierce 81, Jefferson 60
Hamilton 107, Old Westbury 59
Howard 108, Gallaudet 56
Ithaca 97, Centenary (NJ) 71
Lehigh 97, Misericordia 58
Loyola (Md.) 75, Brown 70
Quinnipiac 72, CCSU 70
Sacred Heart 88, Columbia 85
St. Thomas Aquinas 74, Felician 69
Stockton 72, Penn St.-Harrisburg 69
Swarthmore 79, Wesleyan (Conn.) 61
Towson 80, Penn 74
Yale 80, MVSU 51

SOUTH
Averett 77, Methodist 52
Berry 79, Huntingdon 63
Birmingham Southern 86, Piedmont 75
Colorado 78, Tennessee 66
Davidson 75, VMI 71
Florida Gulf Coast 105, Ave Maria 61
George Mason 73, American 56
Harvard 92, Elon 77
LeMoyne-Owen 74, Christian Brothers

Longwood 100, Pfeiffer 68
Louisiana-Lafayette 81, ETSU 77
Mississippi St. 80, Ark.-Pine Bluff 47
UNC-Pembroke 74, Catawba 73
Virginia Tech 94, William & Mary 77
W. Carolina 112, Brescia 45
V\%shington & Lee 81, Penn State-Altoo-
na
West Alabama 87, Albany St. (Ga.) 56
West Florida 63, Fort Valley St. 57
William Peace 77, Berea 69
MIDWEST

Cent. Michigan 76, E. lllinois 60
Chicago 64, Mount St. Joseph 59
Cincinnati 87, E. Kentucky 69
Cornell (lowa) 84, Eureka 62
Hillsdale 71, Saginaw Valley St. 55
Indianapolis 78, Lake Erie 65

lowa St. 80, NC A&T 43

John Carroll 70, Ohio Wesleyan 55
Malone 66, Wayne St. (Mich.) 61
Michigan Tech 77, McKendree 67
Missouri 82, Lindenwood (Mo.) 53
Northland 89, Finlandia 75
Northwestern (Minn.) 80, Bethel (Minn.)

Notre Dame 88, Youngstown St. 81

Ohio Dominican 81, Wilberforce 73

Oklahoma St. 91, Oakland 62

Omaha 79, Idaho 72

Pacific 91, N. Dakota St. 86

S.Indiana 71, S. lllinois 53

Simpson 83, Westminster (Mo.) 63

St. Thomas (MN) 84, St. Francis (NY) 48

Valparaiso 81, W. MicrElisqlgn 65
SOUTHW

Ozarks 76, Hendrix 56
Texas Southern 67, Arizona St. 66, OT
FAR WEST

Cal St.-Fullerton 94, Vermont 85, OT
Hawaii 71, E. Washington 51
Montana St. 70, Long Beach St. 57
Pepperdine 91, Alabama St. 62

SE Louisiana 76, Wyoming 72

Saint Mary’s (Cal.) 63, North Texas 33
San Diego 74, NJIT 64

San Francisco 88, UC Merced 71

San Francisco St. 66, Dominican (Cal.) 56
Seattle 83, Portland St. 71

Sunday’s women'’s scores

EAST
Albany (NY) 64, Siena 57
Brown 75, Wagner 62
Duquesne 67, Manhattan 46
ETSU 65, Lafayette 45
Loyola (Md.) 61, UMBC 47
Maryland 83, Fordham 76
Monmouth (NJ) 77, Sacred Heart 62
New Hampshire 59, Dartmouth 56
Ohio St. 82, Boston College 64
Rider 71, St. Francis (NY) 70, OT
Rutgers 87, NJIT 71
Vanderbilt 74, Columbia 63

SOUTH

Clemson 61, Richmond 40

Coppin St. 78, Winthrop 49

E. Kentucky 64, Morehead St. 55

East Carolina 76, UNC-Wilmington 49

Elon 60, High Point 57

Florida 86, UNC-Asheville 40

Florida Gulf Coast 92, FIU 63

Florida St. 75, Georgia St. 70

Georgia 52, Jacksonville St. 44

Georgia Southern 96, Charleston South-
ern 65

Georgia Tech 65, Kennesaw St. 39

James Madison 89, Queens (NC) 48

Kentucky 79, Coastal Carolina 53

LSU 107, W. Carolina 34

Louisiana Tech 68, Louisiana-Monroe 53

Louisville 75, Belmont 70

Miami 81, Boston U. 46

NC State 86, Mount St. Mary’s 38

Nicholls 60, Alabama A&M 55

Norfolk St. 77, Coll. of Charleston 47

North Alabama 104, La Verne 56

South Florida 70, Jacksonville 59

Virginia 72, Wake Forest 52

MIDWEST

Akron 85, Dayton 69
Cincinnati 62, Radford 53
Detroit 70, Canisius 65
E. Michigan 71, SIU-Edwardsville 62
Fort Wayne 73, Bellarmine 62
IUPUI 67, Butler 61
lllinois 90, Alcorn St. 59
lowa 92, Drake 86, OT
Kent St. 77, N. Kentucky 54
Marquette 73, Milwaukee 47
Michigan St. 97, W. Michigan 49
Minnesota 101, Lehigh 99
Missouri 62, SE Missouri 50
N. lowa 84, Saint Louis 64
Northwestern 63, Penn 55
Purdue 90, Murray St. 61
South Dakota 71, Bradley 53
UTEP 68, UMKC 59
Wisconsin 77, North Florida 54
Xavier 78, St. Francis (Pa.) 52

SOUTHWEST
Mississippi 58, UALR 40
Rice 85, Abilene Christian 69
StephenF. Austin 100, Texas Southern 63
Texas A&M 73, Army 49

FAR WEST

Arizona 87, CS Northridge 47
Boise St. 63, Weber St. 52
Cal St.-Fullerton 71, San Jose St. 63
N. Arizona 87, UC San Diego 54
Pacific 76, Nevada 71
Stanford 87, Portland 47
UCLA 95, Troy 83
Utah 99, SE Louisiana 62
Washington St. 89, Prairie View 61

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Miami 7 3 0 .700 252 241
Buffalo 6 3 0 .667 250 151
N.Y. Jets 6 3 0 .667 196 176
New England 5 4 0 .556 203 166
South
L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 6 3 0 .667 166 168
Indianapolis 4 5 1 .450 157 203
Jacksonville 3 7 0 .300 216 205
Houston 1 7 1 .167 149 207
North
L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 6 3 0 .667 235 196
Cincinnati 5 4 0 .556 228 185
Cleveland 3 6 0 .333 217 238
Pittsburgh 3 6 0 .333 140 207
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 7 2 0 .778 270 206
L.A. Chargers 5 4 0 .556 200 228
Denver 3 6 0 .333 131 149
Las Vegas 2 7 0 .222 203 226
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 8 0 01.000 225 135
N.Y. Giants 7 2 0 .778 187 173
Dallas 6 3 0 .667 211 164
Washington 4 5 0 .444 159 192
South
L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 5 5 0 .500 183 180
Atlanta 4 6 0 .400 232 250
Carolina 3 7 0 .300 204 243
New Orleans 3 7 0 .300 222 247
North
L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 8 1 0 .889 226 191
Green Bay 4 6 0 .400 185 216
Detroit 3 6 0 .333 219 264
Chicago 3 7 0 .300 217 247
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Seattle 6 4 0 .600 257 241
SanFrancisco 5 4 0 .556 198 163
Arizona 4 6 0 .400 230 258
L.A. Rams 3 6 0 .333 148 200

Sunday’s games

Tampa Bay 21, Seattle 16

Detroit 31, Chicago 30

Kansas City 27, Jacksonville 17

Miami 39, Cleveland 17

Minnesota 33, Buffalo 30, OT

N.Y. Giants 24, Houston 16

Pittsburgh 20, New Orleans 10

Tennessee 17, Denver 10

Indianapolis 25, Las Vegas 20

Arizona 27, L.A. Rams 17

Green Bay 31, Dallas 28, OT

San Francisco 22, L.A. Chargers 16

Open: Baltimore, Cincinnati, N.Y. Jets,
New England

Monday’s game
Washington at Philadelphia
Thursday’s game
Tennessee at Green Bay

Sunday’s transactions

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
MIAMI HEAT — Waived G Dru Smith.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League
ANAHEIM DUCKS — Assigned C Glenn
Gawdin and D Austin Strand to San Diego

HL).

BUFFALO SABRES — Assigned D Kale
Clague to Rochester (AHL).

CALGARY FLAMES — Reassigned D Den-
nis Gilbert to Calgary (AHL).

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Recalled D
Max Lajoie from Chicago (AHL).

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Recalled D
Andreas Englund from Colorado (AHL).

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Reinstated
LW Joona Luoto from the non-roster in-
jured reserve and sent to Cleveland (AHL).

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Recalled C Lias
Anderson and D Jacob Moverare from On-
tario (AHL). Reassigned D Brandt Clarke to
Ontario.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Assigned G Nico
Daws to Utica (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Recalled D Jacob
Larsson from Belleville (AHL).

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Assigned D
Z\Aark)Friedman to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton

AHL).

T

EbpuArDO MuNoz ALVAREZ/AP

United States forward Alex Morgan, right, and Germany defender
Kathrin Hendrich fight for possession during their international
friendly Sunday in Harrison, N.J. The U.S. won 2-1.

US women outlast
Germany, halt skid

Associated Press

HARRISON, N.J. — Mallory
Pugh scored the go-ahead goal in
the S6th minute and the U.S. wom-
en avoided a fourth straight loss
with a 2-1 come-from-behind vic-
tory over Germany on Sunday.

Sophia Smith also scored for the
top-ranked United States, which
went into the match at Red Bull
Stadium with its first three-game
losing streak since 1993.

Germany defeated the United
States 2-1on Thursdayin Fort Lau-
derdale, Fla. Paula Krumbiegel
scored the decisive goal in the 89th
minute for the third-ranked Ger-
mans.

Thatloss snapped a 71-game un-
beaten streak for the United States
on home soil, stretching back to a
loss to Australia in July 2017.

The Americans also fell to En-
gland 2-1 at Wembley Stadium on
Oct. 7, then lost 2-0 to Spain in
Pamplona on Oct. 11.

Jule Brand took advantage of a
disorganized U.S. defense with her
goal in the 18th minute. It was the
fourth straight game that the US
conceded the opening goal after
scoring the first in the previous 21.

Smith, who won Most Valuable
Player in the National Women’s
Soccer League this season, scored
the equalizer in the S4th minute
before Pugh’s game-winner some
two minutes later.

“I felt the whole game was they
dosomething, we adjust,and we do
something, they adjust. So it felt
like a chess match and it was a
great, great challenge for the
players,” U.S. coach Vlatko Ando-
novski said.

Alex Morgan made her 200th
appearance for the team, ranking
her 13th all time on the team.

Germany was hurt when mid-
fielder Lena Oberdorfhad to leave
the game in the first half with what
appeared to be a shoulder injury.

“We had a good start to the

game, the 30-plus minutes were
really good. They were really pre-
sent on the pitch and made good
decisions, and then we had a cut
when Lena was injured, which was
hard for the team,” Germany
coach Martina Voss-Tecklenburg
said through a translator.

It was the final match of the year
for both the Americans and Ger-
mans, who are preparing for next
summer’s Women’s World Cup,
co-hosted by Australia and New
Zealand.

The United States has won the
past two women’s World Cups and
has four titles overall. Germany is
the only other team to win multiple
women’s World Cups, with titles in
2003 and 2007.

The United States has retooled
its roster since its bronze-medal
finish at the Tokyo Olympics in
2021. Head coach Vlatko Andonov-
ski has brought in younger
players, including Smith, 22 and
Pugh, 24.

Smith has 11 goals for the United
States this year and is the youngest
player since Mia Hamm in 1993.

“They’re inspiring to watch play
and they show that at the stage of
the career they’re at, they’re ready
to compete against some some of
the best teams in the world,” Vlat-
ko said about his young players. “I
thought that their performance
was very good. And I think that
they were a very good example for
all those young players that were
here.”

The Americans also have sever-
al players out with injuries, includ-
ing forward Catarina Macario and
midfielder Sam Mewis. Julie Ertz
is on maternity leave.

The United States heads to New
Zealand in January for training
camp and a pair of exhibitions
against the Kiwis on Jan. 18 and
Jan. 21, both in stadiums where the
Americans will play during the
group stage of the World Cup.
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NBA

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 10 3 .769 -
Toronto 7 7 500 3%
Philadelphia 7 7 .00 3%
New York 6 7 .462 4
Brooklyn 6 8 .429 4Y2

Southeast Division

w L Pct GB
Atlanta 8 5 .615 —
Washington 8 6 .571 Ya
Miami 6 7 .462 2
Orlando 4 9 .308 4
Charlotte 3 11 .214 5%

Central Division

w L Pct GB
Milwaukee 10 2 .833 -
Cleveland 8 5.615 2%
Indiana 6 6 .500 4
Chicago 6 8 .429 5
Detroit 3 11 .214 8

Western Conference
Southwest Division

w L Pct GB
Memphis 9 5 .643 -
Dallas 7 5 .583 1
New Orleans 7 6.38 1%
San Antonio 6 7 462 2%
Houston 2 11 .154 62

Northwest Division

w L Pct GB
Portland 9 4 .692 —
Denver 9 4 .692 -
Utah 10 5 .667 -
Oklahoma City 6 7 .462 3
Minnesota 6 8 429 3%

Pacific Division

w L Pct GB
Phoenix 8 4 .667 —
L.A. Clippers 7 6 .538 12
Sacramento 6 6 .500 2
Golden State 5 8.385 3%
L.A. Lakers 3 10 .231 5%

Saturday’s games

Brooklyn 110, L.A. Clippers 95
Washington 121, Utah 112
Boston 117, Detroit 108
Indiana 118, Toronto 104
Philadelphia 121, Atlanta 109
Miami 132, Charlotte 115
Dallas 117, Portland 112

New Orleans 119, Houston 106

Sunday’s games

Oklahoma City 145, New York 135
Washington 102, Memphis 92
Minnesota 129, Cleveland 124
Philadelphia 105, Utah 98

Denver 126, Chicago 103
Sacramento 122, Golden State 115
L.A. Lakers 116, Brooklyn 103

Monday’s games

Charlotte at Orlando
Toronto at Detroit
Oklahoma City at Boston
Phoenix at Miami

Atlanta at Milwaukee

L.A. Clippers at Houston
San Antonio at Golden State

Tuesday’s games

Memphis at New Orleans
L.A. Clippers at Dallas
New York at Utah
Brooklyn at Sacramento
San Antonio at Portland

Wednesday’s games

Indiana at Charlotte
Minnesota at Orlando
Oklahoma City at Washington
Boston at Atlanta

Miami at Toronto

Chicago at New Orleans
Cleveland at Milwaukee
Houston at Dallas

Golden State at Phoenix

New York at Denver

Thursday’s games

Brooklyn at Portland
San Antonio at Sacramento
Detroit at L.A. Clippers

Rebounding leaders

Through Sunday
G OFF DEFTOTAVG

Gobert, MIN 12 50 105 15512.9
Antetoknmpo,MIL 9 17 93 11012.2
Capela, ATL 13 55 101 156 12.0
Allen, CLE 12 42 96 13811.5
Vucevic, CHI 14 37 124 161115

Embiid power

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Tyrese
Maxey jumped on Joel Embiid’s
back and pounded the big man’s
chest in celebration of the great-
est game in the 76ers center’s ca-
reer. The frivolity was fitting be-
cause Embiid carried the Sixers
in the fourth quarter — all while
each bucket etched his name
alongside the greats in NBA histo-
ry.
Embiid scored a career-high S9
points and added 11 rebounds,
eight assists and seven blocked
shots in a historically dominant
performance, powering Philadel-
phia to a 105-98 victory over the
Utah Jazz on Sunday night.

“My teammates knew who had
the hot hand, and they just had to
feed me,” Embiid said.

Embiid has clearly rounded
back into form over the last week
after recovering from an illness.
The reigning NBA scoring cham-
pion dropped 42 points a night
earlier in a win against Atlanta.

Embiid scored 26 of Philadel-
phia’s 27 points in the fourth
quarter, and he became the first
player in NBA history with SO
points, 10 boards, five rebounds,
five assists and five blocks in a
game since blocks became an offi-
cial stat in 1973-74.

“I've never seen a more dom-
inating performance when you
combine defense and offense,”
coach Doc Rivers said.

There have been few like it in
Philly, even for a franchise lit-
tered with basketball Hall of
Famers. Embiid scored the fifth-
most points in franchise history.
Wilt Chamberlain, naturally,
holds the top three spots with 68
in 1967, 65 in 1966 and 62 in 1966.
Allen Iverson scored 60 in 200S.

“Those are two legends that
played here that I respect a lot,
and to be in that company means
a lot,” Embiid said. “I still got a
long ways to go.”

With the Sixers up 101-98 and
1:19 left, Embiid blocked Collin
Sexton’s driving layup and then
came right down and hit a little
jumper that sealed the victory.

Embiid shook off nagging inju-
ries to post his breakthrough
game of his seventh season on the
second night of a home back-to-
back. He made 19 of 28 shots from
the floor, 20 of 24 free throws and
kept the Sixers from folding
against the upstart Jazz. Embiid
even tossed in a steal and his plus-
minus was a whopping plus-2S in
37 minutes.

His 101 points this weekend
made him only the third player
since 1988 to score 100-plus points
on a back-to-back. He combined
for 21 rebounds and 14 assists.
And he’s done it all with James

s /6ers over Jazz

:'i-\
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MaTT SLocum/AP

The Philadelphia 76ers’ Joel Embiid goes up for a shot during the second half against the Utah Jazz on
Sunday in Philadelphia. Embiid scored a career-high 59 points in the 76ers’ win over the Jazz.

Harden still out with an injured
foot.

Timberwolves 129, Cavaliers
124: All-Star point guard Darius
Garland scored S1 points in Cleve-
land’s loss to visiting Minnesota.

Garland scored 27 of his ca-
reer-best point total — and made
six of his career-best 10 three-
pointers — in the fourth quarter
for the Cavaliers.

D’Angelo Russell had personal
season highs of 30 points and 12
assists and Karl-Anthony Towns
scored 29 points to help the Tim-
berwolves overcome Garland’s
onslaught.

Garland’s  Sl-point  perfor-
mance was briefly the NBA’s sea-
son-high. Joel Embiid finished
with S9 points for the Philadel-
phia 76ers later in the night.

Thunder 145, Knicks 135:
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored
37 points, Josh Giddey had a tri-
ple-double and visiting Oklahoma
City shot a season-high 62.5%
from the field in a victory over
New York.

Giddey had 24 points, 12 assists
and 10 rebounds for the Thunder,
who picked up their fifth straight
victory at Madison Square Gar-
den. Giddey joined Wilt Cham-
berlain (1968) as the only other
player in NBA history to record

triple-doubles during their first
two games at MSG.

Lu Dort had 24 points for Okla-
homa City and Jeremiah Robin-
son-Earl added 17.

Wizards 102, Grizzlies 92:
Kristaps Porzingis scored 25
points and Deni Avdija added 21
to lead host Washington to a victo-
ry over Memphis.

The Wizards swept a weekend
back-to-back against Utah and
Memphis, two of the Western
Conference’s top teams in the
early going this season. Washing-
ton did that without Bradley Beal,
who is still getting back into play-
ing shape after going through
health and safety protocols.

Memphis was missing Kkey
players as well, with Ja Morant
out because of left ankle soreness
and Desmond Bane unavailable
because of right toe soreness. Dil-
lon Brooks scored 19 points for
the Grizzlies. Steven Adams con-
tributed 12 points and 10 re-
bounds.

Nuggets 126, Bulls 103: Mi-
chael Porter Jr. scored a season-
high 31 points and Nikola Jokic
had 14 assists as visiting Denver
cruised past Chicago.

Porter made 11 of 16 shots, in-
cluding six from three-point
range, as the Nuggets won for the

fifth time in their last six games.

Zach LaVine scored 21 points to
lead the Bulls, who have lost four
of five.

Kings 122, Warriors 115: Do-
mantas Sabonis set personal sea-
son highs with 26 points and 22
rebounds, leading host Sacramen-
to over Golden State.

De’Aaron Fox scored 11 of his
22 points in the fourth quarter for
the Kings. They have have won
six of their last eight after starting
0-4. Sabonis also had eight assists.

Stephen Curry scored 27 points
for the Warriors.

Lakers 116, Nets
103:Anthony Davis had a
season-high 37 points and 18 re-
bounds as host Los Angeles beat
Brooklyn to snap a five-game los-
ing streak.

Davis grabbed 10 offensive re-
bounds, which tied a career-high
in a regular-season game, as the
Lakers led throughout. Lonnie
Walker IV added 25 points for Los
Angeles, which was missing Le-
Bron James for the second
straight game due to a left adduc-
tor strain.

Kevin Durant led the Nets with
31 points, nine rebounds and sev-
en assists. Cam Thomas came off
the bench to score 15 points and
Edmond Sumner added 13.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NHL

Buitfaloes
knock off
No. 11 Vols

By Jim D1amoND
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — KJ
Simpson had 23 points and 10 re-
bounds, both career highs for the
sophomore, to lead Colorado to a
78-66 upset of No. 11 Tennessee on
Sunday.

Tristan de Silva added 14 points
for the Buffaloes, who shot 43.5%
from the field, compared with the
Volunteers’ 25.4%.

“Today was about Colorado,
and (Simpson) was terrific,” Buf-
faloes coach Tad Boyle said. “KJ I
thought really took the game in his
own hands down the stretch there
and really controlled the tempo.
The 23 points, he’ll have other
nights like that for sure, but the 10
rebounds were fantastic.”

Josiah-Jordan James and Ty-
reke Key led Tennessee with 15
points apiece.

“We definitely didn’t come into
this game with the right mindset,”
James said. “This is a good lesson
for us. It’s a long basketball sea-
son. Of course I'm disappointed
and upset that we lost, but I’'m also
excited just to see how this team
responds.”

The Vols (1-1) could not over-
come a poor shooting perfor-
mance to rally in the second half
after giving up the lead for good
with 18:12 to play. The Buffaloes
(2-1) led by as many as 14 down the
stretch as part of a dominant sec-
ond half in which they outscored
Tennessee 46-32.

“They deserved to win,” Vols
coach Rick Barnes said. “They, I
thought, controlled the game pret-
ty much from start to finish.”

Simpson had 1S second-half
points.

“We just wanted to focus on
coming out the second half with
even more energy than we did in
the first,” he said. “We just wanted
to really dial in and focus on com-
ing out even better than we did in
the first.”

Tennessee held a 34-32 lead at
halftime after shooting just 23.1%
from the field. Colorado trailed by
as many as eight points before
halftime.

Key paced the Vols in the first
half with 12 points, with all but
three points coming from the free-
throw line.

Colorado’s bench outscored
Tennessee’s 52-34.

The victory was the Buffaloes’
first over the Vols after dropping
the previous four matchups be-
tween the schools.

Poll implications

Tennessee likely will drop dra-
matically when the next poll is re-
leased, as the 10 teams ahead of it
all have wins in their first two
games.

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 16 14 2 0 28 65 35
Toronto 16 8 5 3 19 45 44
TampaBay 15 8 6 1 17 49 49
Florida 15 8 6 1 17 48 46
Detroit 15 7 5 3 17 44 50
Montreal 15 8 6 1 17 47 48
Buffalo 15 7 8 0 14 55 52
Ottawa 14 5 8 1 11 49 49

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
NewlJersey 1512 3 0 24 55 38
N.Y.Islanders 16 10 6 0 20 53 41
Carolina 15 9 5 1 19 47 43
N.Y.Rangers 17 8 6 3 19 52 48
Philadelphia 15 7 6 2 16 37 43
Washington 17 7 8 2 16 49 53
Pittsburgh 15 6 6 3 15 54 52

Columbus 14 4 9 1 9 38 61
Western Conference

Central Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Winnipeg 14 9 4 1 19 43 33

Dallas 15 9 5 1 19 56 38
Colorado 13 8 4 1 17 49 35
Minnesota 15 7 6 2 16 42 45
Chicago 14 6 5 3 15 38 43
Arizona 15 6 8 1 13 40 54
Nashville 15 6 8 1 13 40 51
St. Louis 13 5 8 0 10 31 48

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 16 13 3 0 26 59 37
Los Angeles 17 10 6 1 21 56 57
Seattle 16 8 5 3 19 52 45
Edmonton 16 9 7 0 18 59 58
Calgary 14 6 6 2 14 41 45
San Jose 17 5 9 3 13 47 60
Vancouver 16 4 9 3 11 53 66
Anaheim 15 410 1 9 42 68

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Sunday’s games

Dallas 5, Philadelphia 1
Boston 5, Vancouver 2

San Jose 3, Minnesota 2, SO
N.Y. Rangers 4, Arizona 1
Tampa Bay 6, Washington 3
Winnipeg 3, Seattle 2, OT

Monday’s games

N.Y.Islanders at Ottawa
Carolina at Chicago

Los Angeles at Calgary
St. Louis at Colorado

Tuesday’s games

Dallas at Tampa Bay

New Jersey at Montreal
Toronto at Pittsburgh
Vancouver at Buffalo
Washington at Florida
Philadelphia at Columbus
Minnesota at Nashville
Detroit at Anaheim

San Jose at Vegas

Wednesday’s games

Buffalo at Ottawa
St. Louis at Chicago
Los Angeles at Edmonton

Thursday’s games

Calgary at Tampa Bay
Colorado at Carolina
Dallas at Florida
Montreal at Columbus
New Jersey at Toronto
Philadelphia at Boston
Anaheim at Winnipe
N.Y. Islanders at Nashville
Pittsburgh at Minnesota
Washington at St. Louis
Arizona at Vegas

N.Y. Rangers at Seattle
Detroit at San Jose

Friday’s game
Los Angeles at Vancouver

Scoring leaders

Through Sunday
GP G A PTS

Connor McDavid, EDM 16 15 17 32

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 16 9 19 28
David Pastrnak, BOS 16 9 16 25
Nathan MacKinnon,COL 13 4 19 23
Nikita Kucherov, TB 15 7 16 23

Jason Robertson, DAL 15 10 13 23

Mikko Rantanen, COL 13 10 13 23

Artemi Panarin, NYR 17 5 17 22

Erik Karlsson, SJ 17 10 12 22
10 tied with 19 pts.
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The Bruins’ Taylor Hall, right, goes for a loose puck in front of the Vancouver Canucks’ Kyle Burroughs
during the second period of Sunday’s game in Boston. The Bruins won 5-2.

NHL ROUNDUP

Bergeron helps Bruins win
for 11th time in 12 games

Associated Press

BOSTON — Patrice Bergeron
scored his third goal in two days
and the Boston Bruins won their
fourth straight, beating the Van-
couver Canucks 5-2 on Sunday
night.

Brad Marchand got his fifth goal
in just eight games this season,
Connor Clifton and Pavel Zacha
also scored and Tomas Nosek add-
ed an empty-net goal with 1:58 re-
maining as Boston won for the 11th
time in its last 12 and improved to
14-2-0 on the season.

Hampus Lindholm had three
assists and David Pastrnak had a
pair of assists, setting up Bergeron
and Marchand for one-timers as
the Bruins’ top line led the way.

J.T. Miller got his second goal in
two games and Sheldon Dries also
scored for Vancouver, which lost
its third straight. Thatcher Demko
stopped 27 shots as Vancouver fell
to 1-3 on a five-game road trip.

Sharks 3, Wild 2 (SO): Alexan-
der Barabanov scored in the fifth
round of the shootout and visiting
San Jose got consecutive wins for
the first time this season.

Steven Lorentz and Nico Sturm
scored in regulation and James
Reimer made 28 saves for the
Sharks, who were coming off a 5-4
win at Dallas on Friday night.

Tied at 1 after four shooters
apiece, Barbanov’s wrist shot
from low in the left circle beat Fi-
lip Gustavsson between the pads.
Nick Bonino also scored in the
shootout, the first San Jose has

won in four attempts this season.

Kirill Kaprizov scored in the
shootout for Minnesota, which got
regulation goals from Freddy
Gaudreau and Connor Dewar.
Gustavsson finished with 35 saves.
(backslash)

Jets 3, Kraken 2 (OT): Mark
Scheifele scored his second goal of
the game 54 seconds into over-
time, lifting visiting Winnipeg
over Seattle.

Blake Wheeler scored with 3.9
seconds left in the third period
forced overtime, knocking in a
loose puck from the top of the
crease while the Jets had a 6-on-4
advantage with goalie David Rit-
tich on the bench and Seattle’s
Carson Soucy sent to the penalty
box for roughing with 25.2 seconds
remaining. It was Wheeler’s
fourth goal of the season. Rittich
had 16 saves.

Jordan Eberle and Brandon Ta-
nev scored for the Kraken. Martin
Jones, making his 400th NHL
start, made 28 saves.

Rangers 4, Coyotes 1: Barclay
Goodrow and Adam Fox scored
late in the second period and New
York ended a three-game home
losing streak.

Chris Kreider and Ryan Car-
penter also scored and Igor Shes-
terkin made 31 saves for the Ran-
gers, who are 13-1-2 in their last 16
games against the Coyotes.

Clayton Keller scored for Ari-
zona, which has lost consecutive
games after winning the first three
on their season-high 14-game road

trip. Connor Ingram had 23 saves.

Lightning 6, Capitals 3: Mikhail
Sergachev had two goals and two
assists during a four-goal first pe-
riod, and host Tampa Bay beat
Washington.

Sergachev is the first NHL de-
fenseman to have a four-point pe-
riod since Toronto’s Morgan Riel-
lyon Oct. 15,2019, He tied the team
record for points in a period.

Nikita Kucherov, Nick Perbix
Cole Koepke and Nick Paul also
scored for the Lightning, and An-
drei Vasilevskiy made 19 saves.
Koepke’s goal in the third was his
firstin the NHL, coming in his 13th
game. Steven Stamkos had his
goal drought reach 10 straight
games, but picked up two assists to
reach 987 career points — moving
past Dave Keon (986) into 98th
place on the NHL list.

Conor Sheary, Lars Eller and
Garnet Hathaway scored for
Washington.

Stars 5, Flyers 1: Joe Pavelski
had a goal and two assists and Jake
Oettinger stopped 37 shots to lead
visiting Dallas past Philadelphia.

Matej Blumel, Esa Lindell,
Luke Glendening and Jason Ro-
bertson all scored for the Stars,
who snapped a two-game losing
streak in the first game of a three-
game Eastern Conference road
swing.

Travis Konecny had his sixth
goal of the season for Philadel-
phia, which lost its third straight
and fifth in its last seven. Felix
Sandstrom had 26 saves.
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WORLD CUP/NFL

German fans call for boycott

By CiARAN FAHEY
Associated Press

BERLIN — Germany’s profes-
sional soccer leagues have been
marked by widespread protests
against the World Cup in Qatar,
with rival fans joining forces to
condemn FIFA corruption and
human rights abuses in the Gulf
Arab country.

On Sunday, before the last Bun-
desliga game ahead of the league’s
extended two-month  winter
break, Freiburg fans behind one
goal held a huge banner with the
words, “Boycott Qatar.”

Other large banners highlight-
ed alleged injustices in the coun-
try, while it seemed almost every
supporter in the 34,700-capacity
stadium held an individual sign
calling for a boycott of the tourna-
ment, seven days before it was due
to begin.

Mainz fans also called for a boy-
cott during their team’s draw with
Eintracht Frankfurt.

They were the final protests af-
ter weeks of public displays across
stadiums against the tournament
controversially awarded to Qatar
by FIFA amid allegations of vote-
buying in 2010.

“It was wrong and it’s still
wrong,” Bernd Beyer of the “Boy-
cott Qatar 2022” initiative told The
Associated Press on Sunday. “The
fans do not identify with it and are
saying they don’t want to have
anything to do with it, but they are
actively criticizing it and not just
switching off.”

Beyer said the fans were partly
spurred by developments across
international soccer, where mon-
ey is playing an increasingly im-
portant role.

“All professional soccer is be-
coming more and more commer-
cial. That’s just something you
don’t identify with,” Beyer said.
“And, of course, the same thing is
happening in Qatar now. The deci-
sion is wrong because Qatar is a
country where human rights don’t
apply, where migrant workers are
heavily exploited, where homo-
sexuality is forbidden.”

Beyer, a Cologne and Borussia
Dortmund supporter, was keen to
stress that the protests were dri-
ven organically by supporter
groups and had not been coordi-
nated by his own initiative, which
has been documenting the pro-
tests on Twitter and has received
inquiries from supporters in Spain
and France who also want to dem-
onstrate against the tournament.

In London, just minutes after
finishing the last Premier League
match before the World Cup on
Sunday, Manchester United duo
Bruno Fernandes and Christian
Eriksen both questioned the deci-
sion to stage the tournament in Qa-
tar.

Fernandes said the World Cup
“should be done in a better way,”
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SC Freiburg fans display a banner as a protest against the World Cup in Qatar, ahead of the Bundesliga
match against FC Union Berlin at Europa-Park Stadion in Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany, Sunday.

A placard protesting the_WorId Cup in Qatar can be seen in the SC

Freiburg fan block before the Bundesliga match on Sunday, the last
day of protests after weeks of public displays across stadiums.

criticizing the timing of the tour-
nament and highlighting Qatar's
treatment of migrant workers.

“It’s not exactly the time we
want to be playing in the World
Cup,” Fernandes, who plays for
Portugal, told Sky Sports after a
2-1 win over Fulham. “We know
the surroundings of the World
Cup, what has been in the past few
weeks, past few months, about the
people that have died on the con-
struction of the stadiums. We are
not happy about that at all. ... We
want football to be for everyone,
everyone has to be included and
involved in a World Cup because a
World Cup is the world. It’s for ev-
eryone, it doesn’t matter who. But
for a World Cup it’s more than
football, it’s a party for fans,
players, something that’s a joy to
watch, (it) should be done in a bet-
ter way."

Eriksen, who will play for Den-
mark in Qatar after recovering
from suffering cardiac arrest dur-
ing a game at last year's European
Championship, echoed Fer-

nandes' comments.

“I totally agree with Bruno.
There is alot of focus on it, how the
World Cup has happened and why
it is in Qatar. Everyone agrees it
hasn’t been done in the right way,"
Eriksen said. “We are footballers,
we play football — politics is about
something above us to make that
decision. Of course we try to say
our thing and do what we can. We
want to get focus on it, but the
change has to come from some-
where else.”

Hertha Berlin fans displayed a
giant “Boycott Qatar” banner dur-
ing their team’s win over Cologne
on Saturday, with another sign
saying ‘“No Herthaner will watch
the World Cup in Qatar.” Individ-
ual supporters held boycott signs.

The week before, during the
team's game against Bayern Mun-
ich, Hertha fans slammed the
tournament’s impact on the cli-
mate, Qatar’s persecution of
LGBTQ+ rights and disregard for
human rights.

Hertha and Bayern supporters

displayed banners saying organiz-
ers should be ashamed due to the
high number of migrant deaths as-
sociated with the competition.

Augsburg supporters criticized
World Cup ambassador Khalid
Salman for his recent homophobic
comments, telling him, “Your
World Cup is haram!”

Salman, a former Qatari nation-
al team player, told public broad-
caster ZDF that being gay is “ha-
ram,” or forbidden in Arabic, and
that he has a problem with chil-
dren seeing gay people.

There were general protests
during second-division games be-
tween Hamburger SV and Hei-
denheim, and Fortuna Diisseldorf
vs. Kaiserslautern, this weekend.

“Anyone who watches even one
World Cup game is complicit in
tens of thousands of deaths!” said
one banner from Heidenheim
fans.

Hannover supporters displayed
banners calling for a boycott dur-
ing their team’s win over Diissel-
dorf on Tuesday and said Germa-
ny’s national team has “blood on
your cleats (boots).”

“There’s a clear indication that
we don’t want to enjoy a World
Cup like this,” Beyer told the AP.
“What you see in the stadiums is
just the most spectacular sign
from the fans, these banners and
slogans. But during the World Cup
many groups in many cities are
putting on their own events, their
own tournaments, showing old
soccer films and so on ... It will
show a different culture actively
opposed to this commercial cul-
ture.”

Greuther Fiirth coach Alexan-
der Zorniger isn’t a fan of the tour-
nament, either.

“Happy Christmas to you all,
happy World Cup, nonsense
World Cup,” Zorniger said after
his team’s final game of the year
on Sunday.

JosHuA A. Bicker/AP

Baker Mayfield will start for the
Panthers on Sunday after P.J.
Walker was diagnosed with a
high ankle sprain.

Mayfield
to start for
Panthers

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Baker
Mayfield is back as Carolina’s
starting quarterback.

Mayfield, the No. 1 overall pick
in the 2018 NFL draft, will start for
the Panthers on Sunday against
the Baltimore Ravens after P.J.
Walker was diagnosed with a high
ankle sprain.

The Panthers say Walker was
injured in Thursday night’s 25-15
victory against the Atlanta Fal-
cons but coach Steve Wilks said
Walker toughed it out and contin-
ued to play. The Panthers made no
mention of the injury after the
game.

Walker will not play Sunday.
Sam Darnold will be Mayfield’s
backup. Wilks said there are no
plans to put Walker on injured re-
serve.

“It happened during the game,”
Wilks said. “It wasn’t something
that was reported at the time. He
just sucked it up. He played
through it. As we evaluated him
further, we realized he needed an
MRIL.”

Wilks added: “All those guys
want to play. But we have to do
what’s best for the team. A high
ankle sprain limits his mobility, ...
so we’ll let him sit this week and go
with Baker.”

Walker is the third Carolina
quarterback to suffer a high ankle
sprain this year. Darnold was in-
jured in the preseason and May-
field in Week S.

All three injuries have come at
home on Carolina’s artificial sur-
face, which was installed prior to
the 2021 season.

Mayfield started the first five
games with the Panthers and
struggled, going 1-4 with four
touchdowns and four intercep-
tions and a 71.9 quarterback rat-
ing.

Wilks said he wants to see May-
field do a better job of protecting
the football on Sunday.

“That increases our chances of
winning when we don’t turn the
ball over,” Wilks said.
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NFL

Tannehill returns, leads Titans to victory

Banged-up QB who missed last two
games helps Tennessee top Denver

Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Ryan
Tannehill and the rest of the
banged-up Tennessee Titans
know opposing defenses start
game plans around stopping two-
time NFL rushing leader Derrick
Henry.

Turns out an aching Tannehill
and a patchwork defense were
more than enough against the
struggling Denver Broncos.

Tannehill returned after mis-
sing the last two games with a
sprained ankle by throwing two
touchdown passes to Nick West-
brook-Ikhine as the Titans rallied
from a 10-point deficit to beat the
Broncos 17-10 on Sunday.

The Titans (6-3) won for the
sixth time in seven games. Tanne-
hill appeared rusty early as the Ti-
tans fell behind 10-0 in the second
quarter and were trailing 208-53 in
total yards shortly before halftime.

Denver came in rested off a bye,
not that it helped as the Broncos
(3-6) now have lost five of six.

Henry was heldto S3yardson19
carries.

Colts 25, Raiders 20: Matt
Ryan got his starting job back un-
der TV analyst-turned-interim
coach Jeff Saturday, and the veter-
an quarterback delivered a 3S-
yard touchdown pass to Parris
Campbell to lead visiting Indiana-
polis past Las Vegas.

The touchdown with 5:07 left
came shortly after the 37-year-old
quarterback converted a third-
and-3 with a 39-yard run to the
Raiders 36-yard line.

His play helped give Saturday,
who just a week ago was an ESPN
analyst before being hired despite
no NFL coaching experience, his
first victory. It also handed the
Raiders (2-7) their third loss in a

Say: Beating

FROM PAGE 24

The Vikings opened the season
with a convincing win over the
Packers but were blown out by
the Philadelphia Eagles in a Mon-
day night game in Week 2.
They’ve won seven in a row since
that loss but their only win over a
team with a winning record in
that span came against the Miami
Dolphins minus Tua Tagovailoa
last month.

Beating Allen and the Bills
(6-3) on their turf solidifies Min-
nesota’s status as a legitimate Su-
per Bowl contender. Now, the
schedule gets tougher for the Vik-
ings. They face the Cowboys (6-3),

row and will increase the scrutiny
on first-year coach Josh McDa-
niels, who took over a playoff team
from a year ago. The Raiders were
booed off the field.

Ryan completed 21 of 28 passes
for 222 yards,and Jonathan Taylor
rushed for 147 yards, including a
66-yard touchdown for the Colts
(4-5-1).

Cardinals 27, Rams 17: Colt
McCoy passed for 238 yards in his
first start of the season, James
Conner rushed for two touch-
downs and visiting Arizona hung
on to beat Los Angeles, which lost
Super Bowl MVP Cooper Kupp to
apossibly serious ankle injury.

Both teams played their backup
quarterbacks with starters Mat-
thew Stafford and Kyler Murray
sidelined by injuries. McCoy
threw a TD pass to A.J. Green and
hit DeAndre Hopkins for 98 yards
on 10 catches, while Los Angeles’
John Wolford passed for 212 yards
in a much more inconsistent per-
formance.

The defending champion Rams
(3-6) lost for the fifth time in six
games, and they also lost Kupp in
the fourth quarter when he went
down awkwardly while being hit
by Marco Wilson.

Inthe 34th startofhis13-year ca-
reer, McCoy went 26-for-37 while
patiently running a disciplined of-
fensive game plan for the Cardi-
nals (4-6). Murray sat out with a
hamstring injury.

Giants 24, Texans 16: Daniel
Jones threw two touchdown pas-
ses, Saquon Barkley ran for 152
yards and a TD and host New York
beat Houston.

Jones, who was 13-for-17 for 197
yards, hit tight end Lawrence Cag-
eron a9-yard TD pass and Darius
Slayton on a 54-yard catch and run

Bills in Buffa

Patriots (5-4) and Jets (6-3) at
home the next three weeks.

Rodgers and the Packers are a
long way from thinking about a
championship but they’re not
done yet. Trailing by 14 points in
the fourth quarter, vintage Rodg-
ers led the Packers back to a 31-28
overtime win against the Cow-
boys, one of the league’s best de-
fenses.

The Packers (4-6) snapped a
five-game losing streak but are
still 1Y2 games behind San Fran-
cisco for the third wild-card spot.
However, Rodgers may have fi-
nally found his go-to receiver.
Rookie Christian Watson caught

0

MaRk ZALEskI / AP

Tennessee Titans wide receiver Nick Westbrook-lkhine catches a pass and turns it into a 63-yard
touchdown during the second half of Sunday’ game against the Denver Broncos in Nashville, Tenn.

as the Giants (7-2) scored on their
opening possession of each half to
build a 14-3 lead.

Barkley, who had a career-high
3S carries, scored from 2 yards out
in the third quarter after the Tex-
ans (1-7-1) closed within 14-10.

The Giants’ defense preserved
the win, forcing two red-zone turn-
overs in the fourth quarter.

Lions 31, Bears 30: Jamaal
Williams scored on a 1-yard run in
the closing minutes, Jared Goff
threw for 236 yards and a touch-
down, and visiting Detroit over-
came another spectacular effort
by Chicago’s Justin Fields.

The Lions (3-6) scored 21 points
in the fourth quarter on the way to
their second straight win after los-
ing fiveinarow. They stopped al3-
game road losing streak.

Detroit wiped out a 14-point def-

S0

four passes for 107 yards against
Dallas, including touchdowns of
S8, 39 and 7 yards.

If the Packers find a way to get
into the playoffs, they’ll be an op-
ponent teams don’t want to face
because of Rodgers.

Another No. 12 seems to have
his team back on track.

A week after Brady led a game-
winning drive in the final 42 sec-
onds against the Rams, the Buc-
caneers showed signs of being the
dominant team they’ve been the
past two years. Rookie Rachaad
White and Leonard Fournette
combined for 162 yards rushing
and Tampa topped Seattle 21-16 in

icit with two quick TDs, tying it on
a 20-yard interception return by
Jeff Okudah.

Fields then went 67 yards un-
touched for a TD to put Chicago
(3-7) back on top 30-24.

Chiefs 27, Jaguars 17: Patrick
Mahomes threw for 331 yards and
four touchdowns as host Kansas
City rolled past Jacksonville.

Kadarius Toney, who was ac-
quired a couple of weeks ago from
the Giants, had 33 yards rushing to
go with four catches for 57 yards
and his first NFL touchdown re-
ception, helping the Chiefs (7-2)
win their sixth straight over the
Jaguars.

Travis Kelce, Marquez Valdes-
Scantling and Noah Gray also had
touchdown catches for the Chiefs.

Trevor Lawrence threw for 259
yards and two touchdowns, both to

the first NFL regular-season
game in Germany.

The defense overpowered the
Seahawks, forced a turnover for
the first time since Week 4 and
the Buccaneers (5-5) took a one-
game lead in the weak NFC South.

If the Buccaneers continue to
have success running the ball and
the defense keeps playing tough,
Brady makes them a threat in Ja-
nuary.

The Colts aren’t going anywh-
ere in the competitive AFC but
they’re not a laughingstock. A tur-
bulent week that began with own-
er Jim Irsay firing coach Frank
Reich and taking intense criti-

Christian Kirk, who finished with
nine catches for 105 yards for the
Jaguars (3-7).

Steelers 20, Saints 10: Kenny
Pickett and George Pickens ran
for 1-yard touchdowns and host
Pittsburgh pulled away from list-
less New Orleans.

Fueled by the return of star out-
side linebacker T.J. Watt, the
Steelers (3-6) held the Saints to 186
yards to win for the second time in
eight games. Pittsburgh sacked
Andy Dalton twice and forced a
pair of fourth-quarter intercep-
tions to thwart any hope of a late
rally by the Saints (3-7).

Watthadn’t played since tearing
hisleft pectorallateina Week1win
over Cincinnati.

Pittsburgh ran for a season-best
217 yards and didn’t turnit over for
the third time this season.

difies Vikings as Super Bowl contender

cism for hiring former All-Pro
center Jeff Saturday to be the in-
terim coach ended with Matt
Ryan returning from injury to
lead a 25-20 upset win at Las Ve-
gas.

Saturday, who took plenty of
heat for taking the job without
paying his dues as an assistant
coach, proved he’s no joke. The
Colts’ struggling offensive line
played inspired football, paving
the way for 207 yards rushing and
allowing just one sack.

If the Colts (4-5-1) keep improv-
ing, Saturday could end up keep-
ing the job after the season de-
spite all the criticism.
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NFL

Rodgers rallies
Packers past
Cowboys in 0T

BY STEVE MEGARGEE
Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Aaron
Rodgers finally might have found a
new big-play target.

And the Green Bay Packers still
have a chance to rescue a season
that seemed headed toward oblivi-
on.

Rodgers threw three touchdown
passes to rookie Christian Watson
and led a S5-yard drive in overtime
to set up Mason Crosby’s game-
winning 28-yard field goal, and the
Packers stopped a five-game skid
with a 31-28 win over former coach
Mike McCarthy and the Dallas
Cowboys on Sunday.

“We’ve seen what we can be, and
we’ve seen it was only us getting in
our own way,” said Watson, a sec-
ond-round pick from North Dakota
State. “All we had to do was be-
lieve.”

Green Bay (4-6) appeared well
on its way to losing six straight
games in the same season for the
first time since 1988, trailing 28-14
in the fourth quarter before Rodg-
ers led two long drives that ended
with scoring passes to Watson.

Watson entered Sunday with 10
catches for 88 yards in an injury-
riddled rookie season. He caught
four passes for 107 yards against
Dallas, including touchdowns of S8,

Tagovailoa

By ALanis THAMES
Associated Press

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — The
“MVP!” chants for Tua Tagovailoa
started early in the second half,
and they didn’t stop until after the
game ended, as Tagovailoa
flashed a smile and waved on his
way off the field.

Tagovailoa maintained his
scorching form since his return
from a concussion, throwing three
touchdown passes as the Miami
Dolphins beat the Cleveland
Browns 39-17 on Sunday for their
fourth straight win.

In a game that was a blowout by
the fourth quarter, Tagovailoa
connected with three receivers for
his third straight three-touchdown
performance.

“Tua is playing very, very high-
level football,” Dolphins coach
Mike McDaniel said. “It’s pheno-
menal to watch.”

Since returning in Week 7, Ta-
govailoa has 10 TD passes and no
interceptions. He finished with

39 and 7 yards.

He became the first Packers roo-
kie since Keith Woodside in 1988 to
have multiple touchdown catches
in a game. The TD catches were the
first of his career, although he
reached the end zone on a 15-yard
rush against New England on Oct.
2.

Rodgers bounced back after
throwing three interceptions to
match a career high in a15-9 loss at
Detroit last week.

“Last week was definitely a low,
rock-bottom-ish for sure,” said
Rodgers, who went 14-for-20 for
224 yards. “Not in a depressive, iso-
lationism way, but more disap-
pointment. And I felt like that was
the bottom and it was only up from
there. I think a lot of the battles that
we face are between I and I, be-
tween the person that can go out
there and dominate and knows that
they can and the little voice in your
head that tries to knock you out of
that confident perch around you.”

McCarthy coached the Packers
to their most recent Super Bowl ti-
tle after the 2010 season and posted
a 125-77-2 record with Green Bay
before getting fired in 2018. This
was his first game against the Pack-
ers since he took over as Dallas’
coach in 2020.

“I'mvery frustrated with the end

Mike RoEmER/AP

Green Bay Packers wide receiver Christian Watson does a backflip after catching a long pass for a
touchdown during the first half against the Dallas Cowboys on Sunday in Green Bay, Wis.

of the game, obviously,” McCarthy
said. “I think just the biggest thing
for us is we need to just go out here
and just learn from these games. I
love these kind of games. That’s
what I told these (guys), ‘You need
these tight games to get to where
you want to go.””

Rodgers was McCarthy’s quar-
terback for most of his time with the
Packers. Their relationship grew
strained in McCarthy’s later sea-
sons, but they exchanged compli-
ments over the last week and
shared hugs before and after Sun-
day’s game.

Rodgers said they also had an ex-
tended conversation earlier in the
day.

“That was really, really mea-
ningful I think for both of us,” Rodg-
ers said.

The Cowboys (6-3) blew a 14-

point lead heading into the fourth
quarter for the first time in fran-
chise history. They entered Sunday
with a 195-0 record in such games,
including playoffs.

McCarthy chose to go for it on
fourth-and-3 from Green Bay’s 35
on the opening possession of over-
time instead of trying a long field
goal. Dak Prescott was pressured
by Jarran Reed and threw a desper-
ation pass to Tony Pollard that fell
incomplete.

“I'm fine with the decision,”
McCarthy said. “Obviously, I know
we didn’t convert. Fourth-and-3,
we just didn’t convert.”

The Packers had third-and-1
from their own 44 on the ensuing
drive when Rodgers threw across
the middle to Allen Lazard, who
caught the ball just beyond midfield
and raced to the 20 for a 36-yard

gain. The Packers then set things
up for Crosby’s game-winning kick.

Green Bay’s Aaron Jones rushed
for 138 yards and a touchdown.

Dallas’ CeeDee Lamb finished
with 11 catches for 150 yards and
two touchdowns. Pollard ran for 115
yards and a score. Prescott went 27-
for-46 for 26S yards, three TDs and
two interceptions, both by Rudy
Ford.

Watson’s 58-yard touchdown in
the second quarter was the Pack-
ers’ longest completion of the sea-
son. He celebrated by doing a back
flip in the end zone.

He delivered a couple of even
bigger plays in the fourth quarter.
Rodgers found Watson for a 39-
yard score on fourth-and-7 with
13:23 left. They connected again on
a game-tying 7-yard TD with 2:29
remaining.

stays hot with 3 TDs as Dolphins rout Browns

Douc MuRRAY/AP

Miami Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa, left, celebrates scoring a
touchdown with wide receiver Trent Sheffield as they dance on the
field against the Cleveland Browns on Sunday in Miami Gardens, Fla.

285 yards on 25-0f-32 passing Sun-
day.

Miami (7-3) moved into first
place alone in the AFC East, over-
taking Buffalo, which lost in over-
time to Minnesota and dropped in-
to a tie with the New York Jets

(6-3) in the stout division.
Tagovailoa said he was flattered
by the crowd hyping him as an
MVP candidate.
“It would be cool,” Tagovailoa
said. “But we have bigger goals
and aspirations on what we want to

doasateam.”

Jeff Wilson rushed for 119 yards
on 17 carries as the Dolphins fin-
ished with 491 yards of offense.

The Browns (3-6) scored a
touchdown on their opening drive,
thanks in part to a 48-yard kickoff
return by rookie Jerome Ford, but
Miami tied the game on its first
possession en route to scoring 24
straight points. Cleveland never
got closer than 14 points the rest of
the way.

“We really didn’t do any of the
things you need to do versus that
football team,” Browns coach Ke-
vin Stefanski said.

Cleveland’s Jacoby Brissett
completed 22 of 35S passes for 212
yards and one touchdown against
one of his former teams. Nick
Chubb had 11 carries for 63 yards,
including a 33-yard TD run in the
fourth quarter. Tightend Harrison
Bryant caught the Browns’ other
TD, al-yarder.

Wilson had a 33-yard run on the
Dolphins’ 10-play, 84-yard open-

ing drive, setting up Tagovailoa,
who pump-faked and found full-
back Alec Ingold for a 13-yard
score.

“We knew they were unique in
what they did, and they were going
to throw a lot of different looks at
us,” Browns defensive end Myles
Garrett said. “It really kept us on
the back foot, kept us hesitant, and
they capitalized on that.”

Miami held the Browns to 10
points after Cleveland’s opening
drive, sacked Brissett three times
and logged its first turnover since
Week 7, afumble by Chubb before
halftime.

Bradley Chubb, the Dolphins’
newest edge rusher, combined
with defensive end Christian Wil-
kins for a sack in the first half,
Chubb’s first since being acquired
atthe trade deadline from Denver.

“It felt good,” Chubb said. “It’s
only a half so I can’t feel too good
aboutit, but I just gotto keep work-
ing. The numbers gonna come,
and I’'m just excited to be here.”
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49ers defensive end Nick Bosa celebrates after making a tackle
against the Chargers during the second half on Sunday in Santa Clara,
Calif. San Francisco shut out Los Angeles in the second half.

49ers rally as stout
D stymies Chargers

By Josan DuBow
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif.—For all
the talk of how dynamic San Fran-
cisco’s offense could look with
Christian McCaffrey and Deebo
Samuel, it was the 49ers defense
that once again led the way.

McCaffrey ran for the go-ahead
touchdown with 7:54 to play, and
the Niners pitched a second-half
shutout to beat the Los Angeles
Chargers 22-16 Sunday night in
their first game back from a bye
week.

“Iwas proud of our team today,”
coach Kyle Shanahan said. “I
want to play better. I want to blow
people out. I want to score every
time we go. ... Those guys are
tough to getin the end zone against
and they did that to us today. But
we still found a way to win.”

The Niners (5-4) returned from
the midseason break as healthy as
they’ve been all season on offense
and with hopes of making a sec-
ond-half run. Their performance
against the short-handed Char-
gers (5-4) was a slog at times but
proved to be just enough to come
out on top.

San Francisco fell behind by 10
points in the second quarter be-
fore rallying. Jimmy Garoppolo
scored on a 1-yard sneak in the
second quarter and then made the
biggest play when he hit Brandon
Aiyuk on a 24-yard pass on third-
and-10 from the Chargers 26 mid-
way through the fourth quarter.

McCaffrey ran it in on the next
play and has now accounted for
four touchdowns in three games
since arriving from Carolina in a
midseason trade.

Garoppolo went 19-for-28 for
240 yards while San Francisco re-
lied heavily on the ground game,
rushing 41 times for 157 yards, and
defense.

“There’s different ways to win
this league,” Garoppolo said. “We
definitely made it hard on our-

selves, that’s for sure. But a lot of
resilient guys, a lot of mature
guys. ... It wasn’t pretty early on
and they were doing some things
that gave us trouble, but we stuck
with it.”

Justin Herbert went 21-for-35
for 196 yards with a touchdown
pass for the Chargers, who were
playing without both starting tack-
les and receivers.

After scoring a touchdown on
their opening possession, the
Chargers managed just three field
goals — two on drives that started
in Niners territory — the rest of
the way against a stout San Fran-
cisco defense.

“They did a good job against the
run in the second half,” coach
Brandon Staley said. “We couldn’t
get anything going in the run
game, and in the passing game it
was tight. The rush was coming,
and there wasn’t a lot of air in the
second and third level to take ad-
vantage of.”

The Chargers failed on two late
chances. They took over at their 1
with 2:03 to play but turned it over
on downs when Herbert’s pass on
fourth-and-3 from his own 8 went
off Joshua Palmer’s hands for an
incompletion.

After holding San Francisco to a
field goal, Herbert got another
chance with 53 seconds to go but
was intercepted by Talanoa Hu-
fanga on the first play to seal the
game.

“It didn’t go our way today,”
Herbert said. “Unfortunately we
fell short.”

San Francisco held the opposi-
tion scoreless in the second half
for the second straight game after
allowing 44 points to Kansas City
in Week 8.

“We know that we’re we’re one
of the best defenses in the league,”
linebacker Fred Warner said.
“We’ve shown that throughout the
season. One bad game doesn’t de-
fine you.”

By JouN WawRrRowW
Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. —
Count out the Vikings all you want.
Patrick Peterson, Justin Jefferson
and company keep finding ways to
rally for victories in the most re-
markable and improbable of
ways.

Sunday’s 33-30 overtime win
over the previously AFC-leading
Buffalo Bills might have been the
most stunning so far.

Peterson intercepted Josh Allen
with 1:12 left in overtime to finally
end a sloppy, yet thrilling back-
and-forth game between two of
the NFL’s best teams, in which
Minnesota rallied from a 17-point
second-half deficit.

“Look at us now. Look at us now.
That’s all I could say,” Peterson
said, referring to critics who
pointed out the NFC North-lead-
ing Vikings’ easy schedule.

“We’re not trying to prove them
wrong. We just want to continue to
prove ourselves right each and ev-
ery time we step on the field,” add-
ed Peterson, who had two inter-
ceptions. “I believe the largest
margin was 13, 14, 17? So if we’re
not a good football team, how
could you come back from that
deficit? Look at us now.”

The Vikings took advantage of
three turnovers by Allen in the
fourth quarter and overtime, pull-
ing ahead late in regulation when
he mishandled a snap and fum-
bled in the end zone.

Greg Joseph put the Vikings
ahead to stay by hitting a 33-yard
field goal with 3:42 left in over-
time. The game didn’t end until
Allen, facing second-and-10 at
Minnesota’s 20, forced a pass over
the middle intended for Gabe Da-
vis, only to have Peterson inter-
cept it a few yards into the end
zone. Peterson ran out and slid to
the turf.

The Vikings also got a heroic
performance by Jefferson — who
had 10 catches for 193 yards and
an incredible, game-saving one-
handed grab — and overcame an
officiating gaffe.

NFL senior vice president of of-
ficiating Walt Anderson said the
Bills’ hurry-up offense gave re-
play officials no time to review
Davis’ 20-yard catch on Buffalo’s
final drive of regulation, which
ended with Tyler Bass tying the
game with a 29-yard field goal
with 2 seconds left. Replays re-
vealed Davis didn’t maintain con-
trol and the ball touched the
ground on the sideline on what
was ruled a catch at the Vikings 40
with 17 seconds remaining, An-
derson said.

With its only loss to the unde-

Vikings use 3 turnovers
Allen, Bills in OT

JosHuA BEssex/AP

Vikings cornerback Patrick Peterson runs with the ball after
intercepting a pass by Bills quarterback Josh Allen in overtime.
Minnesota caused three turnovers late in the game.

feated Philadelphia Eagles, Min-
nesota matched its best record
through nine games since 2009
and extended its winning streak to
seven games — the Vikings’ best
since an eight-game run in 2017.

Minnesota rallied to win when
trailing with 22 minutes or less
remaining in regulation for the
fifth time this season.

The Bills (6-3) have lost two
straight and no longer lead the
conference, or even their division.
They now trail Miami by a half-
game in the AFC East.

And Allen’s turnover problems
are suddenly the biggest question
surrounding the Bills’ talented
QB. He was questionable to play
on Sunday because of an injured
throwing elbow. Allen said the in-
jury had nothing to do with the
turnovers.

“Losing sucks. It sucks this way
even more. Horrendous second
half,” Allen said. “It comes down
to my shoulders and my shoulders
only. Making the right decisions,
making the right throws. This
one’s going to suck, watching it.”

Allen’s first interception on
fourth-and-goal from Minnesota’s
2 led directly to C.J. Ham scoring
on a 3-yard run to cut Buffalo’s
lead to 27-23 with 4:34 remaining.
Buffalo’s defense then appeared
to have the game won by stopping
Vikings quarterback Kirk Cousins
for no gain on fourth-and-goal
from the half-yard line with 49
seconds remaining.

On the very next play, Allen
muffed the snap from center
Mitch Morse, and Minnesota line-

backer Erik Hendricks dived into
the end zone to recover it for a
touchdown.

His third and final turnover
came with Buffalo facing second-
and-10 from Minnesota’s 20 — in
position for a tying field goal. Al-
len forced a pass over the middle
intended for Davis.

“m going to remember this
one forever,” Vikings first-year
coach Kevin O’Connell said. “We
just had to continue to trade those
blows, body blows, haymakers,
andjust try to be ready for the next
snap, as long as they let us contin-
ue to play today.”

Cousins threw for 357 yards,
and Jefferson had a monster
game.

He had a 22-yard touchdown
catch on the Vikings’ first posses-
sion. But the most amazing of his
many highlights was a 32-yard
grab on fourth-and-18 on Minne-
sota’s final drive of regulation. Jef-
ferson reached back to get one
hand on the ball and rip it out of
the grasp of the Bills’ Cam Lewis.

“It felt like it was unreal. Like a
movie,” Jefferson said. “The big
games, the big moments, when
people are looking for you to make
aplay, that’s what I like the most.”

Failing to protect the ball has
been a season-long issue for Allen.
He has turnovers in eight of nine
outings, with 10 interceptions —
two more than he had all last sea-
son. He’s also lost three fumbles,
matching his total last year.

Allen finished 29-for-43 for 330
yards passing and an 11-yard
touchdown pass to Davis.
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Vikings, Bucs, Packers, Colts make big statements

By RoB MAADDI
Associated Press
ust out the victory chains. The Minnesota
Vikings proved they’re for real.
After piling up wins against losing
teams and backup quarterbacks, the Vik-
ings earned a signature victory on the road against
the Buffalo Bills.

Aaron Rodgers and the Green Bay Packers, Tom
Brady and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and Jeff Sat-
urday and the Indianapolis Colts also made big state-
ments on Sunday.

The Vikings overcame a 17-point, second-half def-
icitin a difficult environment to improve to 8-1 with a

thrilling, improbable 33-30 overtime win over Josh
Allen and the Bills.

There’s no doubting Kirk Cousins anymore. He
rallied the Vikings to their fifth win this season when
trailing with 2'2 minutes or less remaining. Cousins
threw for 357 yards, including a 32-yarder on fourth-
and-18 to Justin Jefferson, who made an incredible,
one-handed snag to keep Minnesota’s final drive of
regulation going.

Patrick Peterson sealed the win with an intercep-
tion in the end zone, and took the gold chains from
Cousins for the celebration on the flight home.

SEE SAY ON PAGE 21

Minnesota Vikings wide
receiver Justin Jefferson
makes a one-handed,
32-yard reception during
overtime as Buffalo Bills
cornerback Cam Lewis
brings him down Sunday
in Orchard Park, N.Y.

JERRY HoLT, STAR TRIBUNE/AP

MaTtT LubTkEe/AP

Packers wide receiver Christian Watson celebrates with fans after
catching a touchdown pass during the second half of Sunday’s game
against the Dallas Cowboys in Green Bay, Wis.

German fans press for hoycott of World Cup . ..... 1VWAHLIY]



