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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democrat 
Joe Biden was on the cusp of 
winning the presidency Friday 
as he opened narrow leads over 
President Donald Trump in the 
critical battlegrounds of Geor-
gia and Pennsylvania.

Those put Biden in a stron-
ger position to capture the 270 
Electoral College votes needed 
to take the White House. The 
winner will lead a country fac-
ing a historic set of challenges, 
including a surging pandemic 
and deep political polarization.

The focus on Pennsylvania, 
where Biden led Trump by more 
than 9,000 votes, and Georgia, 
where Biden led by more than 
1,500, came as Americans en-
tered a third full day after the 
election without knowing who 
will lead them for the next four 
years. The prolonged process 
added to the anxiety of a na-
tion whose racial and cultural 
divides were inflamed during 
the heated campaign.

Biden was at his home in 
Wilmington, Del., as the vote 
count continued and aides said 
he would address the nation in 
prime time. Trump remained 
in the White House residence 
as more results trickled in, ex-
panding Biden’s lead in must-
win Pennsylvania. In the West 
Wing, televisions remained 
tuned to the news amid trap-
pings of normalcy, as report-
ers lined up for coronavirus 
tests and outdoor crews worked 
on the North Lawn on a mild, 
muggy fall day.

Trump’s campaign, mean-
while, was quiet — a dramatic 
difference from the day before, 
when it held a morning confer-
ence call projecting confidence 
and held a flurry of hastily ar-

ranged press conferences an-
nouncing litigation in key 
states.

With his pathway to reelec-
tion appearing to greatly nar-
row, Trump was testing how 
far he could go in using the 
trappings of presidential power 
to undermine confidence in the 
vote.

On Thursday, he advanced 
unsupported accusations of 
voter fraud to falsely argue that 
his rival was trying to seize 
power in an extraordinary ef-
fort by a sitting American pres-
ident to sow doubt about the 
democratic process.

“This is a case when they are 
trying to steal an election, they 
are trying to rig an election,” 
Trump said from the podium 
of the White House briefing 
room.

Biden spent Thursday try-
ing to ease tensions and proj-
ect a more traditional image of 
presidential leadership. After 
participating in a coronavirus 
briefing, he declared that “each 
ballot must be counted.”

“I ask everyone to stay calm. 
The process is working,” Biden 
said. “It is the will of the voters. 
No one, not anyone else who 
chooses the president of the 
United States of America.”

Trump showed no sign of giv-
ing up and was back on Twitter 
around 2:30 a.m. Friday, insist-
ing the “U.S. Supreme Court 
should decide!”

Trump’s erroneous claims 
about the integrity of the elec-
tion challenged Republicans 
now faced with the choice of 
whether to break with a presi-
dent who, though his grip on his 
office grew tenuous, command-
ed sky-high approval ratings 
from rank-and-file members of 
the GOP. That was especially 

true for those who are eyeing 
presidential runs of their own 
in 2024.

Maryland GOP Gov. Larry 
Hogan, a potential presidential 
hopeful who has often criticized 
Trump, said unequivocally: 
“There is no defense for the 
President’s comments tonight 
undermining our Democratic 
process. America is counting 
the votes, and we must respect 
the results as we always have 
before.”

But others who are rumored 
to be considering a White 
House run of their own in four 
years aligned themselves with 
the incumbent, including Sen. 
Josh Hawley, R-Mo., who tweet-
ed support for Trump’s claims, 
writing that “If last 24 hours 
have made anything clear, it’s 
that we need new election in-
tegrity laws NOW.”

Trump’s campaign engaged 
in a flurry of legal activity to 
try to improve the Republi-
can president’s chances, say-
ing it would seek a recount in 
Wisconsin and file lawsuits in 
Pennsylvania, Michigan and 
Georgia.

Judges in Georgia and Mich-
igan quickly dismissed Trump 
campaign lawsuits there 
Thursday.

In Pennsylvania, officials 
were not allowed to process 
mail-in ballots until Election 
Day under state law. It’s a form 
of voting that has skewed heav-
ily in Biden’s favor after Trump 
spent months claiming without 
proof that voting by mail would 
lead to widespread voter fraud.

Mail ballots from across the 
state were overwhelmingly 
breaking in Biden’s direc-
tion. A final vote total may not 
be clear for days because the 
use of mail-in ballots, which 

take more time to process, has 
surged as a result of the coro-
navirus pandemic.

The Trump campaign said 
it was confident the president 
would ultimately pull out a vic-
tory in Arizona, where votes 
were also still being counted, 
including in Maricopa County, 
the state’s most populous area. 
The AP has declared Biden 
the winner in Arizona and said 
Thursday that it was monitoring 
the vote count as it proceeded.

“The Associated Press con-
tinues to watch and analyze 
vote count results from Arizo-
na as they come in,” said Sally 
Buzbee, AP’s executive editor. 
“We will follow the facts in all 
cases.”

Trump’s campaign was lodg-
ing legal challenges in several 
states, though he faced long 
odds. He would have to win 
multiple suits in multiple states 
in order to stop vote counts, 
since more than one state was 
undeclared.

Some of the Trump team’s 
lawsuits only demand better 
access for campaign observers 
to locations where ballots are 
being processed and counted. A 
judge in Georgia dismissed the 
campaign’s suit there less than 
12 hours after it was filed. And 
a Michigan judge dismissed a 
Trump lawsuit over whether 
enough GOP challengers had 
access to handling of absentee 
ballots

Biden attorney Bob Bauer 
said the suits were legally “mer-
itless.” Their only purpose, he 
said “is to create an opportuni-
ty for them to message falsely 
about what’s taking place in the 
electoral process.”

Election tensions build
Biden on cusp of White House; Trump sows doubt in process
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Ga. Senate runoffs may shape presidency

Counties hard-hit by coronavirus vote for Trump

Associated Press

ATLANTA — The outcome 
in several contested states will 
determine whether Joe Biden 
defeats President Donald 
Trump. If the Democratic chal-
lenger wins, the ambitions of 
a Biden presidency could well 
come down to Georgia.

Georgia, long a Republican 
stronghold — but one with rap-
idly changing demographics — 
could be the site of two runoffs 
on Jan. 5 to settle which party 
would control the Senate.

Should Democrats win them, 
Biden would be dealing with a 
majority in the Senate, increas-
ing his chances for passing 
legislation and securing major 
appointment confirmations. 
Otherwise, Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, 
a Kentucky Republican, could 
wield the power to block Biden.

Races in North Carolina 
and Alaska also hold the po-
tential to reshape the balance 
of power, but Georgia offers 
the more likely prospect. Two 
runoff elections would mean a 
campaign on an almost nation-

al scale, with tens of millions of 
dollars spent by both sides.

Biden has been mum on the 
Senate balance as he awaits 
the results in his race, but he 
offered a preview days before 
Tuesday’s election.

“I can’t tell you how impor-
tant it is that we flip the Unit-
ed States Senate. There’s no 
state more consequential than 
Georgia in that fight,” Biden 
declared at an Atlanta rally on 
Oct. 27, when he campaigned 
alongside Democratic Senate 
hopefuls Jon Ossoff and Ra-
phael Warnock.

Votes were still being count-
ed to determine whether Ossoff 
will meet Georgia Sen. David 
Perdue in a second round. 
Georgia law requires an out-
right majority to win a state-
wide office.

Separately, a Georgia special 
election to fill the unexpired 
term of former Sen. Johnny 
Isakson will require a runoff 
between Warnock and Sen. 
Kelly Loeffler, the Republican 
appointed to the post last year 
after Isakson retired.

Nationally, the Senate stands 

at 48-48. But Republicans lead 
uncalled races in Alaska and 
North Carolina. By Thursday, 
the focus turned to Georgia.

Both sides promised unlimit-
ed funds would flow to the cam-
paigns and onto the airwaves, 
and they predicted an all-star 
cast of campaigners for a state 
that in recent weeks drew visits 
from Biden, Trump, Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence, Democratic 
vice presidential nominee Ka-
mala Harris and former Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Sen. Chris Van Hollen, a 
Maryland Democrat who 
led Senate Democrats’ cam-
paign efforts in the 2018 cycle, 
warned that McConnell, who 
has gleefully dubbed himself 
the “grim reaper” of the Demo-
cratic agenda, would threaten a 
Biden presidency if he returns 
as majority leader.

“His DNA has been all about 
obstruction and very little 
about constructive progress to-
gether,” Van Hollen said.

McConnell almost certainly 
wouldn’t grant a floor vote to 
Biden’s proposal for a public 
option expansion of the 2010 

Affordable Care Act or the 
Democrat’s proposed repeal 
of some of Trump’s top-end 
tax cuts. McConnell refused to 
grant Obama’s Supreme Court 
nominee, Merrick Garland, 
hearings or a vote.

Progressives, meanwhile, 
lament losses in Senate races 
that could have given Demo-
crats a majority with a cushion. 
Adam Green, co-founder of the 
Progressive Change Campaign 
Committee, tried Thursday to 
downplay the pitfalls of GOP 
control, arguing that “bold ex-
ecutive branch actions that im-
pact people’s lives” still could 
“define Biden’s legacy.”

Republicans countered with 
warnings of an “extremist” 
government if Democrats, who 
appear positioned to keep the 
House majority despite los-
ing seats, control both ends of 
Pennsylvania Avenue.

“David Perdue won this race 
in regular time and will do the 
same in overtime,” said Kevin 
McLaughlin, executive direc-
tor of the Senate Republicans’ 
campaign arm. 

Associated Press

U.S. voters went to the polls starkly di-
vided on how they see President Donald 
Trump’s response to the coronavirus pan-
demic. But in places where the virus is 
most rampant now, Trump enjoyed enor-
mous support.

An Associated Press analysis reveals that 
in 376 counties with the highest number of 
new cases per capita, the overwhelming 
majority — 93% of those counties — went 
for Trump, a rate above other less severely 
hit areas.

Most were rural counties in Montana, the 
Dakotas, Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa and Wis-
consin — the kinds of areas that often have 
lower rates of adherence to social distanc-
ing, mask-wearing and other public health 
measures, and have been a focal point for 
much of the latest surge in cases.

Taking note of the contrast, state health 
officials are pausing for a moment of intro-
spection. Even as they worry about rising 

numbers of hospitalizations and deaths, 
they hope to reframe their messages and 
aim for a reset on public sentiment now 
that the election is over.

“Public health officials need to step 
back, listen to and understand the people 
who aren’t taking the same stance” on 
mask-wearing and other control measures, 
said Dr. Marcus Plescia of the Association 
of State and Territorial Health Officials.

“I think there’s the potential for things 
to get less charged and divisive,” he said, 
adding that there’s a chance a retooled 
public health message might unify Ameri-
cans around lowering case counts so hospi-
tals won’t get swamped during the winter 
months.

The electoral divide comes amid an ex-
plosion in cases and hospitalizations in the 
U.S. and globally.

The U.S. broke another record in the 7-
day rolling average for daily new cases, 
hitting nearly 90,000. The tally for new 
cases Thursday was on track for another 

day above 100,000, with massive numbers 
reported all around the country, including 
a combined nearly 25,000 in Texas, Illinois 
and Florida. Iowa and Indiana each report-
ed more than 4,000 cases as well.

The AP’s analysis was limited to coun-
ties in which at least 95% of precincts had 
reported results, and grouped counties 
into six categories based on the rates of 
COVID-19 cases they’d experienced per 
100,000 residents.

Polling, too, shows voters who split on 
Republican Trump vs. Democrat Joe Biden 
differed on whether the pandemic is under 
control.

Thirty-six percent of Trump voters de-
scribed the pandemic as completely or 
mostly under control, and another 47% said 
it was somewhat under control, according 
to AP VoteCast, a nationwide survey of 
more than 110,000 voters conducted for the 
AP by NORC at the University of Chicago. 
Meanwhile, 82% of Biden voters said the 
pandemic is not at all under control. 
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 WASHINGTON — Some 
sailors are entitled to a re-
enlistment bonus of at least 
$30,000 after the Navy added 
more critical skillsets to its eli-
gibility list.

The Navy added 78 more 
skillsets eligible for the fiscal 
year 2021 Selective Reenlist-
ment Bonus list allowing about 
5,220 additional sailors to re-
ceive the money, according to 
the service.  

Sailors receive a skillset 
code after they have completed 
training for certain skills or 
knowledge, such as learning a 
new language or how to repair 
specific equipment. 

“[The bonus] rewards sailors 
who attain training and skills 
most needed in the fleet and 
helps meet critical skill reen-
listment benchmarks, while 

enhancing [the] Navy’s abil-
ity to size, shape, and stabilize 
manning,” according to the 
Navy fact sheet on the bonus.

The Navy plans to spend 
slightly more than $379 million 
on reenlistment bonuses once 
the fiscal year 2021 defense 
budget is approved, according 
to the service. The Defense 
Department is operating now 
under a continuing resolution 
while it waits for Congress to 
pass the defense funding bill. 

The bonus is only eligible 
for sailors who have 14 years 
of service or less, broken up 
into three zones. Zone A is for 
sailors who have served up to 
six years, Zone B is for service 
between six to 10 years, and 
Zone C is for 10 to 14 years of 
service. 

There are five bonus levels 
depending on the need for a 
specific skill: $30,000; $45,000; 
$60,000; $75,000, and $100,000. 

Sailors will receive half of their 
bonus upfront and the remain-
der will be spread out over the 
rest of their enlistment, accord-
ing to the Navy. In addition, if a 
sailor reenlists in a designated 
combat zone, they can receive 
the entire bonus tax free. 

The Navy said the service is 
constantly updating its bonus 
award levels, so sailors who do 
not take advantage of the money 
soon could lose out later. 

The bonuses have also in-
creased payouts for 14 skillsets 
but decreased the money for 
51 others. The Navy removed 
44 skillsets from the bonus list 
and left the money amount the 
same for 107 skills, according 
to a Navy fact sheet. 

Sailors must submit their re-
quest for the bonus between 35 
and 120 days prior to their re-
enlistment date, the fact sheet 
states.

Over 5K sailors with critical 
skills eligible for $30K bonus

Oregon man 
charged with 
aiding ISIS

Associated Press

SALEM, Ore.   — An Oregon 
man was indicted Thursday 
after authorities said he sup-
ported Islamic State  by dis-
tributing articles on how to kill 
and maim with a knife and en-
couraging readers to carry out 
attacks.

Hawazen Sameer Mothafar, 
31, appeared in federal court in 
Portland on charges of conspir-
acy to provide material support 
to a designated terrorist orga-
nization and providing such 
support, U.S. Attorney Billy 
J. Williams and FBI Special 
Agent in Charge Renn Cannon 
said.

“The threat of ISIS-inspired 
terrorism remains very real 
thanks, in part, to an army of 
online supporters who produce 
propaganda that aims to incite 
‘lone actor’ operators in the 
U.S. and around the world,” 
Cannon said.

Mothafar, who has physical 
disabilities and uses a wheel-
chair, was released on condi-
tion that he limit travel and the 
use of electronic devices.

The federal public defender 
appointed to represent him 
did not immediately respond 
to messages seeking comment. 
Mothafar lives in a Portland 
suburb.

The indictment by a federal 
grand jury alleges that between 
February 2015 until the time of 
his arrest Thursday, Mothafar 
conspired with  ISIS members 
to provide support, including 
creating and editing publica-
tions and articles.

He also is accused of provid-
ing technical support to mem-
bers of the group overseas on 
opening social media and email 
accounts.

In December 2019, according 
to the indictment, Mothafar at-
tempted to acquire information 
on the piloting of a drone for 
Saleck Ould Cheikh Moham-
edou, an Islamic extremist who 
was convicted of attempting 
to assassinate then-President 
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz of 
Mauritania. Mohamedou is 
currently incarcerated in the 
African nation. 

Portland rejects bid for $18M police cut
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore.  — City 
commissioners in Portland, 
 Ore. on Thursday rejected a 
budget amendment that would 
have slashed another $18 mil-
lion from the Portland Police 
Bureau amid months of racial 
justice protests, and shifted the 
money to the city’s pandemic 
response.

The commission voted 3-2 
against the amendment, which 
had been proposed by Com-
missioner Jo Ann Hardesty, 
the first Black woman on the 
elected body that acts like a 
city council.

Mayor Ted Wheeler, who is 
also police commissioner, was 
one of three commissioners 
who voted last week to delay a 
vote on the budget amendment 
until after Tuesday’s election. 
Wheeler won a second term 
and voted “no” on the amend-

ment Thursday.
“Last week, we heard that it 

won’t require layoffs, which is 
wrong. It will require layoffs. 
This is not a detail. This is a 
critical piece of information,” 
he said before voting no.

“The testimony we’ve heard 
is clear: The status quo is un-
acceptable. Many Portlanders, 
and most of the people who 
testified about this item, do not 
trust the current criminal legal 
system — they do not trust the 
Police Bureau,” he said, adding 
that he nonetheless felt cutting 
the police budget further was 
not the solution.

The commission voted in 
June to cut nearly $16 million 
from the police — eliminating 
school resource officers, tran-
sit police and a gun violence 
reduction unit — and the force 
has also suffered pandemic-re-
lated budget cuts.

Police accountability has 

been a driving issue in Port-
land since the killing of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis in May 
and was one of the biggest is-
sues in the mayor’s race. Port-
land has been roiled by five 
months of near-nightly Black 
Lives Matter protests and 
Wheeler has come under in-
tense criticism for what many 
see as an overly aggressive po-
lice force.

A challenger to Wheeler’s left 
who attended dozens of protests 
against racial injustice and po-
lice brutality almost beat him 
by doubling down on a platform 
of police reform and proposed 
police budget cuts of $50 mil-
lion, among other things.

And while protests around 
the country focused on the vote 
count in the U.S. presidential 
election this week, protests 
in Portland were centered 
on racial injustice and police 
brutality.
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Unemployment drops; US adds 638K jobs
 Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. em-
ployers added 638,000 jobs in 
October, a solid pace though 
far fewer than needed to re-
gain most of the jobs lost to the 
pandemic recession just as new 
viral cases are setting record 
highs.

The gain suggested that a ten-
tative economic recovery is still 
intact even as it faces a surging 
viral outbreak. October’s gain 
was slightly below the 672,000 
jobs added in September and 
the 1.5 million in August.

But last month’s gain was 
stronger than it appears: It was 
held down by the loss of about 
150,000 temporary Census jobs. 
Excluding governments, pri-
vate employers added a healthy 
906,000 jobs. Job growth was 
particularly strong in con-
struction, retail, and a category 
that includes restaurants and 
hotels.

The report Friday from the 
Labor Department said the 
unemployment rate fell to 6.9% 
from 7.9% in September. Still, 
the nation now has 10.1 million 
fewer jobs than it did before 
the pandemic intensified in 
March.

And the job market and the 
overall economy are under 
intensified pressure from the 
accelerating pandemic. On 
Thursday, the nation broke an-
other record in the seven-day 
rolling average for new cases, 
hitting nearly 90,000. Daily 
new cases were also on track 
for another day above 100,000, 
with surging numbers reported 
all around the country, includ-
ing a combined nearly 25,000 
in Texas, Illinois and Florida. 

Connecticut
 Connecticut residents were 

being urged Thursday to limit 
any nonessential trips between 
10 p.m. and 5 a.m. to help reduce 
the spread of the coronavirus, a 
move that comes as the state 
starts rolling back portions of 
the third phase of reopening.

The Department of Public 
Health issued the statewide 
advisory, which takes effect at 
12:01 a.m. on Friday. It applies 

to all residents except essen-
tial workers who need to leave 
home to get to their jobs dur-
ing that time period and people 
who need to leave home for an 
emergency to seek medical 
care, purchase medical sup-
plies, food or groceries. 

Kentucky
 FRANKFORT  — Kentucky’s 

bar and restaurant operators 
are getting a break from alco-
holic beverage renewal fees in 
a cost-saving step as they strug-
gle with revenue losses from 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control is granting a 
12-month fee renewal waiver to 
license holders, Gov. Andy Bes-
hear said Thursday.

Bar and restaurant operators 
who haven’t submitted the re-
newal fee this year won’t have 
to pay until 2021, he said. Those 
who have paid this year will 
have their fees waived in 2021, 
he said.

“This has certainly been a 
difficult year for our bars, res-
taurants and venues, and they 
deserve this innovative support 
as we face what could be a very 
painful winter,” Beshear said. 

Michigan
 TRAVERSE CITY  — Gov. 

Gretchen Whitmer urged Mich-
igan lawmakers Thursday to 
enact a statewide law on mask 
wearing, as the state continues 
to shatter coronavirus case re-
cords and hospital admissions 
steadily rise.

A state emergency order al-
ready requires people to wear 
masks in indoor public places 
and crowded outdoor areas. 
But the Democratic governor 
said compliance might improve 
with bipartisan support from 
the GOP-led Legislature.

“We’ve known for a long time 
that the single most important 
weapon we have against this 
virus is the simple act of wear-
ing a mask,” Whitmer said. 
“Wearing a mask protects our 
families, it protects ourselves, 
it protects our frontline work-
ers, and our most vulnerable 
members of our society.” 

New Mexico
 ALBUQUERQUE  — New 

Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham on Thursday said the 
state has recorded its highest 
daily count for deaths related 
to the coronavirus pandemic in 
what has become a “dramatic, 
critical situation” that will 
likely result in tougher public 
health restrictions.

She announced an additional 
23 deaths during a public brief-
ing, saying that the statewide 
total now stands at more than 
1,080. More than 10% of those 
deaths have come in the last 
two weeks as the state has been 
dealing with a surge of infec-
tions, higher positivity rates 
and more hospitalizations.

Nearly 17% of those who have 
been hospitalized in the state 
due to COVID-19 have died, 
state health officials said.  

New York
 ALBANY  — Nearly 3,000 

people tested positive for 
COVID-19 in New York in one 
day, a milestone that illustrates 
the steady erosion of the prog-
ress the state made to get the 
virus under control this sum-
mer, according to state data re-
leased Thursday.

After averaging as few as 
600 positive tests per day in 
August, autumn has brought a 
disturbing upswing.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has said 
weddings, birthdays and other 
private gatherings have fueled 
the spread, on top of universi-
ties and schools opening their 
doors. He has also pointed to 
public weariness of mask man-
dates and distancing rules. 

Tennessee
 JOHNSON CITY  — Health 

officials in northeastern Ten-
nessee say they do not have 
enough nurses to combat 
COVID-19 inside its hospital 
system.

“There are no longer enough 
nurses to fill the need that we 
have,” Ballad Health Senior 
Vice President and Chief Nurs-
ing Officer Lisa Smithgall told 
WJHL-TV.

According to Ballad Health, 
the hospital system is looking 
to hire 350 registered nurses to 
fill its nurse shortage.

“In the last eight weeks, we’ve 
had more than 900 patients 
admitted to COVID-19,” said 
Ballad Health Chief Adminis-
trative Officer Eric Deaton .

Texas
 EL PASO  — Five trailers 

from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency have 
been brought to El Paso to 
help accommodate the surge 
of COVID-19 fatalities in 
the border city, officials said 
Thursday.

Three of the trailers were 
staged at the El Paso County 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
while two were being held in 
reserve, said Jorge Rodriguez, 
the city’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator.

The Texas Funeral Service 
Commission also has been 
asked to send representatives 
to make an assessment of the 
needs of the area’s funeral 
homes and mortuaries, he said. 

Vermont
 MONTPELIER  — Five Ver-

mont state senators said Thurs-
day that they were disturbed to 
learn that Walmart will not seek 
hazard pay grants for its Ver-
mont employees who worked 
during the first three months 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In a Thursday press release, 
the senators, led by Senate 
President Pro Tem Tim Ashe, 
said the grants of $1,200 or 
$2,000 are paid for by the state, 
but employers must apply on 
behalf of their workers.

They said the workers put 
themselves at risk while most 
Americans stayed at home.

“Their decision, cruel under 
any circumstances, is especial-
ly unthinkable since the grants 
are intended to thank essential 
workers who stayed on the job 
in high risk positions in the ear-
liest days of the COVID pan-
demic,” they said in the press 
release. 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP
Great white shark 
reappears off coast

NC BUXTON — A mas-
sive great white shark 

who often swims off of North 
Carolina’s coast has kept an 
active satellite tag longer than 
any other of her kind.

The Virginian-Pilot reported 
Tuesday that scientists tagged 
the now-famous shark seven 
years ago off Cape  Cod.

The shark, named Kather-
ine, was recently spotted swim-
ming hundreds of miles off the 
coast of Virginia on Monday. 
It was the first evidence of her 
whereabouts in about a year 
and a half.

Ocearch, a nonprofit group 
doing research on large marine 
animals, has tagged about two 
dozen great whites. The tags 
bounce a signal from a satellite 
when they surface.

 Katharine is 14 feet, 2 inches 
long and weighs 2,300 pounds. 
She has spent a large part of 
her life off the Outer Banks.  

Illegal gambling found 
at Moose Lodge

NC CHARLOTTE — A 
Moose Lodge in North 

Carolina could lose its liquor li-
cense and pay a fine after state 
agents discovered illegal pool 
gambling involving NASCAR 
races, authorities said.

The N.C. Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Commission reported 
the game was discovered at the 
Mooresville lodge on March 
5, The Charlotte Observer re-
ported Thursday. No one an-
swered the phone at the lodge 
on Thursday.

A report by an Alcohol Law 
Enforcement agent said ciga-
rette cartons were cut open, 
with handwritten names on 
one side and numbers on the 
other covered by a flap. An en-
velope attached to the carton 
contained $85, according to the 
report.

An employee told the agent 
that customers paid $5 to par-
ticipate in the lottery, writing 
their name across from the 
covered numbers, the report 
said. After a race finished, the 
numbers were revealed and 
the money awarded, the report 
said. The employee told the 
agent similar games are played 
at the lodge awarding prizes 
like guns and money.

The lodge faces suspension 
for five days starting Dec. 4 un-
less it pays a $500 fine by Nov. 
30, the report said.  

Troopers injured in 
crash scene response

WA LAKEWOOD  — Two 
troopers in Washing-

ton state were injured after one 
trooper crashed into another’s 
patrol car as they were re-
sponding to a single-vehicle 
accident on a rain-soaked high-
way, authorities said.

Washington State Patrol 
Trooper Ryan Burke said 
a trooper arrived on scene 
Thursday just before 2:30 a.m. 
on Interstate 5 where a driver 
had fallen asleep and struck a 
barrier, KOMO-TV reported.

A second trooper lost con-
trol of his patrol car as he was 
approaching the scene and 
smashed into the first trooper’s 
patrol vehicle, which then col-
lided with the civilian’s car, 
Burke said.

Both troopers were taken to 
St. Clare Hospital and treated 
for minor injuries, Burke said.  

Calendar of roadside 
wildflowers available

WV CHARLESTON 
— West Virginia’s 

free 2021 calendar of wildflow-
ers growing in the state is now 
available to order.

The calendar has 12 pictures 
of flowers growing along state 
highways or in beds created 
by the state. Dozens of photog-

raphers snapped pictures and 
submitted them this year.

The annual project is spon-
sored by the West Virginia 
Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Adopt A Highway 
program. The state’s Operation 
Wildflower program helps cre-
ate garden beds and plant wild-
flowers along roadways.

Calendars can be ordered on 
the Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s website.

County approves sale 
of beer and liquor

MS TYLERTOWN — A 
county in southwest-

ern Mississippi has voted to 
legalize the sale of beer, light 
wine and liquor.

Walthall County joins several 
other places in Mississippi that 
have moved from dry to wet in 
recent years.

The Enterprise-Journal re-
ported that the beer and light 
wine were one ballot ques-
tion and liquor was another in 
Walthall County, which borders 
Louisiana. Each passed with 
about 75% support.

Mississippi Department 
of Revenue maps show that 
Walthall had been among a 
small number of counties that 
were completely dry because 
they did not have any excep-
tions for cities or resort areas to 
sell beer, light wine or liquor.

New company to make 
medical gloves, hire 192

KY PARIS — A new com-
pany plans to open 

a high-tech manufacturing 
facility in central Kentucky, 
creating nearly 200 new jobs, 
officials said.

U.S. Medical Glove Co. LLC 
plans to invest $32.5 million to 
purchase, retrofit and expand 
an existing facility in Paris 
that will employ 192 people and 
produce medical-grade gloves, 

Gov. Andy Beshear said in a 
statement on Wednesday.

The company’s automated 
manufacturing operation is ex-
pected to start next year with 
the production of more than 1 
billion Liberty Gloves. Initially, 
the company plans to hire 45 
computer technicians and hire 
additional staff as new produc-
tion lines are installed.

 Retired Maj. Gen. Michael 
Davidson is the CEO of U.S. 
Medical Glove and said the 
company aims to provide jobs 
for area veterans.

“They bring the values and 
skills they learned in their 
military service, “ Davidson 
said. ”We describe Liberty 
Gloves as made for America by 
Americans.”

Man struck, killed by 
car in his own yard 

MA SHERBORN — A 
Massachusetts man 

was struck and killed by a car 
in his own yard and the driver 
is facing charges, police said 
Wednesday.

Sherborn police said a 40-
year-old man was struck at 
around 4:40 p.m. by an Acura 
SUV. The Sherborn resident, 
who police didn’t identify, was 
pronounced dead on scene.

The driver of the vehicle, 
Joshua Patel, 37, of Mansfield, 
was arrested and charged with 
operating under the influence 
and other charges.

He was to be arraigned 
in Natick District Court on 
Thursday.  

Police said their preliminary 
investigation suggests Patel 
struck the victim and then 
struck another car. Respond-
ing officers also observed signs 
of impairment on Patel, police 
said.

The Middlesex District At-
torney’s Office and State Police 
are also investigating.

From wire reports
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Associated Press

The Las Vegas Raiders and coach Jon 
Gruden have been fined a total of $650,000 
and docked a sixth-round draft pick for re-
peated violations of the NFL’s COVID-19 
protocols.

A person familiar with the punish-
ment said Thursday the team has been 
fined $500,000, Gruden has been docked 
$150,000 and the draft pick has been 
stripped because of how the team handled 
Trent Brown’s positive coronavirus test 
last month. The person spoke on condition 
of anonymity because no announcement 
had been made.

Yahoo first reported the punishments.
The Raiders have been penalized sev-

eral times already this season for violating 
coronavirus protocols with the punish-
ments leading to a total of $1,215,000 for 
the team, Gruden and players.

While several teams have been fined so 
far this season, the Raiders are the first to 

be penalized a draft pick following mul-
tiple violations.

The latest punishment stems from 
Brown’s positive test last month when the 
Raiders were already supposed to be in 
“intensive” protocols following teammate 
Damon Arnette’s positive test.

At a practice on Oct. 19 a day before 
Brown tested positive, he was not wear-
ing a mask as required and didn’t socially 
distance with teammates. That led to four 
other starting offensive linemen to be 
placed on the COVID-19 list as “high-risk” 
contacts. They missed the rest of the prac-
tice week before returning the morning of 
a 45-20 loss to Tampa Bay on Oct. 25.

Safety Johnathan Abram was forced 
to miss that game because he spent time 
with Brown the following day and wasn’t 
cleared to return until Oct. 26.

Brown was activated from the COVID-
19 list last week but missed the game at 
Cleveland after a reported mishap with an 

IV sent him to the hospital before the game. 
Brown went back on the COVID-19 list 
Thursday when he had more symptoms.

Gruden had the coronavirus in July and 
has praised the team’s handling of the issue 
despite repeated violations.

Gruden was fined $100,000 and the team 
docked $250,000 after the coach didn’t 
wear his mask properly during a Week 2 
win over New Orleans. The team also was 
fined $50,000 for allowing an unauthor-
ized employee in the locker room after the 
game.

Tight end Darren Waller was fined 
$30,000 and nine teammates, includ-
ing quarterback Derek Carr, were fined 
$15,000 for attending an indoor charity 
event held by Waller’s foundation that vio-
lated local coronavirus protocols. Players 
were seen at the event not wearing masks 
or social distancing.

The team didn’t immediately respond to 
a request for comment. 

Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. 
— Aaron Rodgers took advan-
tage of the undermanned San 
Francisco 49ers rather than 
sympathizing with the team 
that dominated his Green Bay 
Packers twice last season.

Rodgers threw for 305 yards 
and four touchdowns and the 
Packers overwhelmed the de-
pleted 49ers 34-17 on Thursday 
night.

“They’re a different team on 
paper for sure,” Rodgers said. 
“They’ve had some tough inju-
ries to some really key players, 
but no one’s feeling sorry for 
anybody in this league. That’s 
the way it goes. Nobody’s feel-
ing sorry for us. We’re dealing 
with injuries.”

Rodgers connected on deep 
shots to Davante Adams and 
Marquez Valdes-Scantling, 
and a short toss to Marcedes 
Lewis in the first half to get the 
Packers (6-2) out to a 21-3 lead 
over the Niners (4-5).

It was quite a reversal from 
the two meetings last season 
when San Francisco outscored 
Green Bay by a combined 50-
0 in the first halves on the way 
to lopsided wins in the regular 

season and NFC title game.
The rematch looked nothing 

like those games in part be-
cause the Niners were missing 
almost all their key pieces from 
the game because of injuries 
and a positive coronavirus test 
for receiver Kendrick Bourne 
that also sidelined three of 
his teammates for “high risk” 
contacts.

That left San Francisco with-
out quarterback Jimmy Garop-
polo (ankle), All-Pro tight end 
George Kittle (foot), NFC title 
game star running back Ra-
heem Mostert (ankle), receiv-
ers Deebo Samuel (hamstring) 
and Brandon Aiyuk (COVID-
19 list), left tackle Trent Wil-
liams (COVID-19 list) and key 
defenders Nick Bosa (knee), 
Dee Ford (back) and Richard 
Sherman (calf).

“We knew it was going to be 
a challenge,” 49ers coach Kyle 
Shanahan said. “We knew at 
the start of the week it would 
be a challenge. Losing those 
three guys yesterday would 
be a bigger challenge. I still 
thought we could have a game. 
... I know we could have done 
better.”

Rodgers and the Packers, 

who were missing three play-
ers on the COVID-19 list, took 
advantage of the opportunity.

Rodgers capped the open-
ing drive with a 36-yard shot to 
Adams, who made an acrobatic 
catch over Emmanuel Moseley 
in the end zone for his league-
leading eighth TD reception of 
the season.

Nick Mullens had an appar-
ent TD throw to River Cracraft 
wiped out on replay for San 
Francisco and then threw an 
interception to Raven Greene 
after backup left tackle Justin 
Skule got beat for a pressure 
from Preston Smith.

That mistake led to Rodgers’ 
1-yard throw to Lewis and the 
Packers took control when Val-
des-Scantling got behind the 
defense for the 52-yard catch 
late in the first half.

“I know they were missing 
some creatures on both sides 
of the ball, but that’s one of 
the better defenses I think that 
we’ve played despite missing 
some of those guys,” Packers 
coach Matt LaFleur said. “On 
offense it’s always difficult 
going against Kyle and that 
staff.”

Rodgers added a second TD 

pass to Valdes-Scantling and 
the rout was on.

Adams finished with 10 
catches for 173 yards, making 
him the first Packers player 
with three 150-yard receiving 
games since Donald Driver in 
2006.

“We’re definitely in a groove 
right now,” Adams said. “I 
don’t have much to say about it, 
I don’t want to sound conceited 
or nothing, sound bad, but obvi-
ously when you start getting in 
a rhythm like that, it does get a 
lot easier.”

Fast starters: Rodgers’ TD 
pass to Adams gave the Pack-
ers an opening drive score for 
the eighth straight game to 
open the season. The only other 
team to do that since 2000 was 
New England in 2007. The Pa-
triots streak stopped after eight 
games. The Packers have four 
TDs and four field goals on 
opening drives for a league-
best 40 points.

Big day: The lone bright spot 
for the 49ers was the perfor-
mance of receiver Richie James 
Jr., who had nine catches for 
184 yards and a TD. James en-
tered the game with 295 yards 
receiving in 32 career games.

Rogers, Packers rout hobbled Niners

Source: Raiders hit hard for COVID-19 violations
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Air Force disappointed in cancellation

Associated Press

The Big 12 made it to Novem-
ber with every team at least 
halfway through its reduced 
regular-season schedule, five-
time defending conference 
champion Oklahoma finally on 
a roll — and the league prob-
ably already out of playoff 
contention.

Even before the Pac-12 starts 
play this weekend and with the 
Big Ten only two games in after 
its delayed start in this pan-
demic-affected season.

No. 14 Oklahoma State (4-1, 3-
1 Big 12) is the only Big 12 team 
without at least two losses, even 
though none has played more 
than six games. Every team has 
lost in league play, and the only 
three non-conference losses 
were all to opponents from the 
Sun Belt — no fun for a Power 
Five league.

While the Big 12 made some 
schedule revisions and kicked 
off the season in September 

like the SEC and ACC, the 10-
team league that has had only 
Oklahoma make the College 
Football Playoff in the past has 
already cannibalized its chanc-
es of getting one of the four 
playoff spots.

“You know we debate that 
every year anyway. So it’s a 
mess with where we’re at,” 
Oklahoma State coach Mike 
Gundy said of comparing the 
leagues. “How it’s all going to 
end up, I’ve got no idea how 
they’ll come to that conclusion. 
We all signed up for the same 
policies to start the season. So 
we’ve got to kind of get in line 
and take what medicine they 
give us.”

After starting 0-2 in the Big 
12 for the first time since 1998, 
Oklahoma (4-2, 3-2) has won its 
last three games. The Sooners 
won in four overtimes against 
Texas in a strange scene at the 
State Fair of Texas, then won 
by 19 points over TCU and 34 
points over Texas Tech while 

not playing a game in Norman 
in the month of October.

Oklahoma has to keep win-
ning just to make the Big 12 
championship game and have a 
chance to win its sixth confer-
ence title in a row.

The latest ESPN playoff pre-
dictor gives the Sooners only a 
1% chance of being in the CFP 
for the fifth time in six seasons. 
That is only slightly below the 
1.2% chance given to Oklahoma 
State. Two Pac-12 teams that 
haven’t even played a game are 
given at least a 15% chance.

“I just never get caught up in 
that,” Sooners coach Lincoln 
Riley said. “We’ve got a good 
league, a lot of strong teams in 
the league right now. This year 
is difficult to judge anybody, I 
think, based on all that’s going 
on. But maybe more difficult 
than in a normal year.”

Oklahoma State or Kansas 
State (4-2, 4-1), who play Satur-
day, will go from no Big 12 loss-
es to two in that many games. 

They were the last teams un-
beaten in conference play, until 
the last day of October when the 
Cowboys lost in overtime to No. 
22 Texas and the Wildcats with 
their freshman quarterback 
fell 37-10 at West Virginia.

After an open date, Oklaho-
ma State then faces the Bedlam 
game against the Sooners in 
Norman on the same day that 
Kansas State goes to No. 17 
Iowa State (4-2, 4-1).

 While Baylor and TCU 
weren’t able to play their sched-
uled non-conference games 
because of COVID-19 issues, 
there has been only one game 
altered since the Big 12 got into 
conference play Sept. 26.

The Big 12 pushed back 
Baylor’s home game Oct. 17 
against Oklahoma State to Dec. 
12 because of an outbreak of 
positive tests in the Bears pro-
gram. That was a tentative date 
for the Big 12 title game, which 
will likely get moved to the fol-
lowing weekend. 

Big 12 has likely blown opportunity to make playoff

Tribune News Service

WEST POINT, N.Y. — The 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
claimed another Army football 
game, and this is a big one.

An outbreak of the coronavi-
rus at the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
has forced the postponement 
of the Commander-in-Chief’s 
Trophy game at West Point on 
Saturday morning. A sellout 
in non-COVID years, no fans 
other than West Point cadets 
were going to be permitted in-
side Michie Stadium. The game 
was going to be televised by 
CBS.

“We are disappointed to 
postpone this game,” said Air 
Force director of athletics Na-
than Pine, “but the health and 
safety of our cadets, staff and 
the community continues to be 
our number one priority at the 
Academy. Due to the upward 
trends in our COVID numbers 
across the campus, we have 
paused all intercollegiate team 

activities.”
Pine said efforts are being 

made to re-schedule the contest 
but that appears very unlikely 
this fall due to the unavailabil-
ity of open dates.

The Colorado Springs Ga-
zette was reporting that as 
many as seven Air Force play-
ers would be unavailable for 
the contest. A source said the 
Pentagon called the game off, 
despite pleas to play from offi-
cials of both schools.

A source told the Times Her-
ald-Record there are 110 ca-
dets quarantined on the West 
Point post due to COVID trac-
ing of other individuals but 
with no cadets testing positive. 
Another source said players 
have already been moved out of 
the barracks and to a local hotel 
in order to socially distance 
— the Army football team has 
for years sequestered at hotels 
on Friday nights in advance of 
Saturday home games but this 
is different, the source said.

Lt. Col. Chris Ophardt, a 

West Point spokesman, con-
firmed that the football team 
began sequestering at a hotel 
on Friday.

 The Commander-in-Chief’s 
Trophy series has been contest-
ed since 1972 when the three 
service academies agreed to 
meet annually. The winner 
of two games between Army, 
Navy and Air Force takes pos-
session of the trophy. Air Force 
beat Navy, 40-7, on Oct. 3. With 
a win over Army, the Falcons 
would have claimed the Trophy 
for the 21st time .

This is a crushing blow for 
all involved. Army coach Jeff 
Monken has been quoted regu-
larly throughout his seven sea-
sons of the critical importance 
of winning the Commander-in-
Chief’s Trophy, and this week 
was no different.

“Obviously, this week is a big 
game for us,” Monken said at 
his Tuesday press conference. 
“We haven’t had a bigger game 
this year than the one we’re 
going to play this weekend. I 

know our guys are excited for 
the opportunity and certainly 
what’s at stake when we play 
the academy games to earn the 
Commander-in-Chief’s Tro-
phy. It’s always a great game 
and always a tremendous battle 
and hopefully we’ll play well 
enough this Saturday that we 
can make it a battle again.” 

Rescheduling the Air Force 
game may be near impossible, 
again due to COVID. The pan-
demic originally led Mountain 
West Conference officials to 
cancel the fall 2020 season, 
though Air Force — like Army 
and Navy — remained commit-
ted to the Commander-in-Chief 
series and agreed to retain the 
service academy dates.

Like the Big Ten, Pac 12 and 
Mid-America conferences, 
the Mountain West reversed 
course on Sept. 25 and an-
nounced it would play a league 
schedule starting Oct. 24. As a 
result, that left Air Force with 
no open dates between Oct. 24 
and Dec. 3 . 
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Associated Press

AVONDALE, Ariz. — Kevin 
Harvick was a sure bet to make 
the NASCAR finale and likely 
close out one of the most domi-
nant seasons of the decade.

Instead, he’s been eliminated 
and the hyped head-to-head 
matchup between Harvick 
and Denny Hamlin has been 
scrapped. For better or worse, 
NASCAR’s title-deciding for-
mat knocked the strongest team 
this season from contention for 
Sunday’s winner-take-all final 
four at Phoenix Raceway.

“I’m not going to view if we 
win it any different whether 
he was in or out,” Hamlin said 
Thursday.

No one denies Harvick de-
served a chance at the title. He 
won a series-high nine times, 
had a whopping 20 top-five 
finishes and led nearly every 
statistical category this year. It 
was a back-and-forth between 
Harvick and Hamlin that most 
assumed would go down to the 
finale.

But Harvick had a poor third 
round of the playoffs and his 
season collapsed. He’s out of 
the way and Hamlin will race 
Chase Elliott, Brad Keselowski 
and Joey Logano for the Cup 
Series championship.

It’s a much cleaner path to 
the title since Harvick is a 
nine-time winner at Phoenix, 
which is hosting NASCAR’s 
championship weekend for the 
first time.

Out of the mix, he might still 
be in contention for the race 
win.

“They’ve got a chip on the 
shoulder and if they’ve got a 
fast car, they are going to give 
the guys in the championship a 
whole lot of trouble,” said NBC 
Sports analyst Dale Earnhardt 
Jr. “I think Harvick might 
hustle up in there and just not 
care.”

Hamlin, a seven-race winner 
this season, believes the cham-
pion has to win Sunday. But he 
also knows Harvick has noth-
ing to lose.

“I still think I’m going to 
have to race him,” Hamlin said. 
“I would think they probably 
come loaded and ready to go 
out and show that they should 
be champions, right? I don’t ex-
pect him to waffle around and 
just kind of let all four of us go 
race for it.”

Hamlin has had conversa-
tions with Harvick and some of 
his Stewart-Haas Racing crew 
since Harvick’s dramatic elim-
ination. Hamlin appreciates the

season his rival has put togeth-
er in the pandemic-altered sea-
son, when there was no practice 
or qualifying, and Harvick and 
crew were good every week 
with the car brought straight 
from the shop.

Harvick was so focused on 
winning a second Cup title that 
he homeschooled his 8-year-old 
to minimize health risks. The 
No. 4 team was locked in on the 
championship and everyone 
expected them at Phoenix.

“In my mind he was deserv-
ing of racing for a champion-
ship, but didn’t earn it because 
of the system,” Hamlin said. “I 
understand their pain.”

There’s a balance, though, in 
commiserating with Harvick 
and exulting over the oppor-
tunity ahead. Keselowski won 
a series-high six races in 2014 
but didn’t make it to the final 
four that season, the year Har-
vick won his only title.

Now Keselowski is in the 
championship round with 
a chance at his own second 
crown.

“It’s a helpless feeling. It’s a 
frustrating feeling. But it’s what 
the format is,” Keselowski said. 
“I do feel those sympathies for 
him. In a selfish way, I’m glad 
that I won’t have to compete 
against him.”

Logano raced his way into 
the finale as the only playoff 
driver with a third-round vic-
tory. Since clinching his berth 
three weeks ago, his Team Pen-
ske crew has been focused on a 
plan for Phoenix and doesn’t 
much care about Harvick’s 
fate.

“I honestly as a competitor 
don’t have many feelings for 
others,” Logano said. “When 
I’m competing, it’s about my 
team.”

Elliott, racing in the final 
four for the first time in his 
career, has somewhat shielded 
himself from the dramatics of 
the season and focused only on 
his Hendrick Motorsports ef-
fort. He’s taken a break from 
social media over the closing 
months of the season and didn’t 
focus on Harvick’s season.

“For us to sit here and talk 
about others, or the other three 
guys in it, or who’s not in it, who 
somebody thinks the favorite is 
or isn’t, is just very unproduc-
tive in my eyes,” Elliott said. 
“I’m just really thinking about 
us, being selfish in a lot of ways 
this week, trying to put empha-
sis on the things that are going 
to make us go fast. Me rank-
ing Kevin’s season is not one of 
them.”

Path to NASCAR title clear for final 4

NBA player representatives approve 75-game season
Associated Press

The National Basketball Play-
ers Association voted Thursday 
to support the notion of start-
ing this coming season on Dec. 
22, the date that the league has 
been targeting in its talks about 
how and when to get teams 
back on the floor for a planned 
72-game season.

The vote, conducted by the 
NBPA’s board — which has 
a player rep from each team, 
entrusted to speak on behalf 
of his teammates — is just an-
other part of a lengthy process. 
Among the primary matters 
still to be determined: how 
much escrow will be taken 

from player salaries because of 
the shorter-than-usual season, 
and how the league and the 
players will navigate testing 
and other health and safety is-
sues amid the ongoing corona-
virus pandemic.

All that has to be worked out 
before the plans for next season 
truly become official.

“Additional details remain to 
be negotiated and the NBPA is 
confident that the parties will 
reach agreement on these re-
maining issues relevant to the 
upcoming season,” the union 
said in a statement.

Talks between the NBA and 
NBPA on those and other top-
ics are continuing, though 

there is obvious urgency to fi-
nalize things. The NBA Draft 
is scheduled for Nov. 18 and 
the plan presented to players — 
and now approved by the team 
reps — calls for training camps 
to begin on Dec. 1.

Free agency would almost 
certainly have to be wedged 
between the draft and the start 
of those camps, the league year 
would have to open, trades 
would have to become permis-
sible again and some players 
need to be presented with dead-
lines by which they will have to 
either accept or decline options 
for this coming season.

The NBA wanted the Dec. 
22 start date over a mid-Janu-

ary notion for many reasons, 
revenue being foremost among 
them. A 72-game season, by 
league estimates, would allow 
for $500 million more in rev-
enue than a season of no more 
than 60 games — the mid-
January option — would have 
provided.

The Dec. 22 start also means 
that the NBA’s traditional 
Christmas schedule of games 
will be possible, something the 
league and its broadcast part-
ners wanted. The season is also 
expected to conclude before the 
start of next summer’s Tokyo 
Olympics, meaning NBA play-
er participation in those games 
remains possible.
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