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NATO eyes Hormuz mission to guard ships

Bloomberg News

NATO is discussing the possi-
bility of helping ships pass
through the blocked Strait of
Hormuz if the waterway isn’t
reopened by early July, accord-
ing to a senior official in the mil-
itary alliance.

The idea has support from
several members of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization
but doesn’t yet have the neces-
sary unanimous support, said a
diplomat from a NATO country.
Both officials spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity. Leaders
from NATO countries will meet
in Ankara July 7-8.

“The political direction
comes first, and then the formal
planning happens after that,”
said Alexus Grynkewich, NA-
TO’s supreme allied command-
er Europe, when asked about
the possibility at a Tuesday
press conference. “Am I think-
ing about it? Absolutely.”

Such a move would represent

a shift in the military alliance’s
strategy toward the U.S.-Israeli
war in Iran.

Thus far, allies have insisted
they would only be involved in
the strait once fighting has
stopped and they can form a
broad coalition that includes
many non-NATO countries.

But economic woes are deep-
ening, with the strait’s closure
sending energy prices soaring
and growth forecasts tumbling.

It’s unclear exactly how NA-
TO countries could guarantee
safe passage for commercial
vessels through the strait.

A recent U.S. attempt to do
that was halted within days of
being launched, despite Wash-
ington’s considerable military
capabilities.

A spokesperson for the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization
didn’timmediately reply to are-
quest for comment.

Iran initially blocked the
Strait of Hormuz — which tran-

sits roughly a fifth of global oil
and liquefied natural gas sup-
plies — after the U.S. and Israel
began bombing the country in
late February.

The passageway has since be-
come a source of tension be-
tween the U.S. and its European
allies in NATO, who have so far
refused to heed President Do-
nald Trump’s demands that
they help reopen the strait.

Trump has repeatedly fumed
about the reaction and Wash-
ington recently announced it
would withdraw 5,000 troops
from Germany.

The senior NATO official said
that while some allies still op-
pose authorizing an alliance
mission for the strait, they
would rally around the idea if
the blockage persists.

The NATO diplomat said that
several allies do support inter-
vening to help reopen the strait
but cautioned that others are
still reluctant to be dragged into

the conflict.

Some NATO members like
Spain have been unequivocal in
their opposition to the war.

Madrid even barred the U.S.
from using its airspace and
bases to attack Iran.

Most allies, however, have
quietly granted access to their
bases to provide logistical sup-
port.

A coalition led by France and
the UK. is also developing a
plan to help secure navigation in
the Strait of Hormuz once the
fighting abates.

Some countries have even po-
sitioned assets in the area in
preparation.

That hasn’t been enough to
placate Trump, whose anger
has been specifically targeted at
Germany.

So far, however, the U.S. has
made no formal request for NA-
TO involvement in the strait,
Bloomberg previously reported.

Trump says

Bloomberg News

President Donald Trump said
he held off on a new bombard-
ment of Iran planned for Tues-
day at the request of Saudi Ara-
bia and other Persian Gulf al-
lies, who are now pushing for a
deal to end the war.

The U.S. delayed the strikes
“for a little while, hopefully
maybe  forever,”  because
“we’ve had very big discussions
with Iran, and we’ll see what
they amount to,” Trump said at
the White House on Monday
evening.

Hours earlier, he said he was
asked by the leaders of Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates to suspend plans

he stopped Iran strikes for Gulf states

for renewed strikes on the Is-
lamic Republic, which Trump
said were slated to go ahead on
Tuesday.

Qatar said diplomatic efforts
are underway to find a resolu-
tion to the conflict after Gulf
leaders reached out to Trump,
according to a Foreign Ministry
spokesperson on Tuesday. Teh-
ran hasn’t confirmed renewed
talks.

“In their opinion, as Great
Leaders and Allies, a Deal will
be made, which will be very ac-
ceptable to the United States of
America, as well as all Coun-
tries in the Middle East,”
Trump posted on Truth Social,
referring to Saudi Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman, UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed, and Qatari Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad.

The three Gulf nations were
targeted by Iranian missiles
and drones between the war
starting in late February and a
ceasefire six weeks ago, damag-
ing energy sites and ports.

Trump gave no details on
what targets U.S. forces would
have attacked or what kind of
deal he would accept, beyond
that it would have to include “no
nuclear weapons for Iran.”

The president has repeatedly
threatened renewed military
action since a truce was agreed
on April 8.

The two sides have failed to
progress to a peace deal and
their forces clashed this month
in the Strait of Hormuz.

The strait, one of the world’s
most vital shipping choke-
points, remains all but closed,
sending energy prices surging
and adding to the war’s unpop-
ularity in the U.S. Fuel pump
prices in the U.S. have spiked to
their highest in almost four
years.

Brent crude fell around 1% on
Tuesday, trading above $111 a
barrel in response to Trump’s
announcements late Monday.
The benchmark is still up more
than 50% since the war erupted
with U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran.
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DOD watchdog probing US boat strikes

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON—The Pentagon’sinternal
watchdog will investigate whether U.S. boat
strikes in the Caribbean followed targeting
guidelines, amid claims from outside groups
that the attacks were illegal.

“The scope of this evaluation includes the
joint process for targeted vessels in the US
Southern Command area of responsibility as
part of Operation Southern Spear,” the In-
spector General’s office said in a statement to
Bloomberg News, referring to the operation.

The probe was self-initiated and not in re-
sponse to a congressional query, the agency
said.

The evaluation’s objective is to determine

whether the Pentagon adhered to a six-phase
process called the Joint Targeting Cycle,
wrote Bryan T. Clark, assistant inspector gen-
eral for evaluations programs, combatant
commands and operations in a May 11 memo
to Gen. Joseph Donovan, the leader of U.S.
Southern Command, and Bradley Hansell,
undersecretary for intelligence and security.

The Joint Targeting Cycle provides a fra-
mework for carrying out a military mission
and achieving its goals.

Through last week, there have been as
many as S8 attacks on vessels in the Southern
Caribbean and Eastern Pacific, accordingtoa
database maintained by the legal analysis
website Just Security ; the latest was on May 8.

SOUTHCOM said in a social media post
that the vessel in that instance was “operated
by Designated Terrorist Organizations” in the
eastern Pacific, killing two people and leaving
one survivor.

The Trump administration has asserted
that the boats were operated by drug cartels
and carried narcotics bound for the U.S.
Scores of people have been killed, and the mil-
itary often releases videos of the vessels being
blown up.

Democratic lawmakers, human rights or-
ganizations and other critics, however, say
that the administration has provided little evi-
dence that the people killed were criminals
and that due process has been ignored.

Program to protect civilians being
dismantled, DOD watchdog warns

By LARA KoRTE
Stars and Stripes

The Pentagon may be violating federal law
with its moves to curb a congressionally man-
dated program to combat civilian harm, ac-
cording to a new watchdog agency report.

The Defense Department’s Office of In-
spector General found that DOD officialshave
effectively been shutting down parts of the Ci-
vilian Harm Mitigation and Response Action
Plan. Established in 2022, the plan evaluates
how the U.S. military can better prevent and
respond to civilian casualties.

The report, published last week, comes as
U.S. defense officials face scrutiny over civil-
ian casualties in the war with Iran. That in-
cludes the late February bombing of an Ira-
nian school thatkilled 17S people, according to
Iranian officials.

Adm. Brad Cooper, who leads U.S. Central
Command, told lawmakers last week that the
school may have been hit by a U.S. bomb, but
he dismissed reports of damage to other civil-
ian infrastructure, including schools and
health care facilities.

The inspector general found that until last
year, the Pentagon had made progress imple-
menting the plan, for example by creating a
steering committee and establishing the Civil-
ian Protection Center of Excellence.

The shift began after February 2025, when
the acting undersecretary of defense for poli-
cy and the secretary of the Army proposed
major changes to the program’s implementa-

tion, the report said.

Although Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
did not announce a decision on those propos-
als, the Pentagon has since ended funding for
the program’s data management platforms,
stopped holding steering committee meetings
and lost or reassigned many of its personne,
according to the report.

“Asaresult, the [department] may not com-
ply withits civilian casualties and harm policy
... a policy required by Federal law,” the in-
spector general wrote.

The Pentagon did not respond to a request
for comment on the report.

Multiple news outlets have documented
DOD’scutstothe civilian harm reduction mis-
sion. ProPublica, citing former personnel, re-
ported in March that around 90% of the staff
was gone, withnomore than asingle adviser at
most commands.

Speaking tolawmakers on Thursday, Coop-
er said nine of the 10 people devoted to civilian
harm reduction in CENTCOM had been as-
signed to new positions in the past year.

According to the report, the Pentagon did
not fully implement any of the objectives from
the plan last year, citing hiring delays, missed
deadlines and inadequate guidance from the
steering committee.

Incommentsinthe report, Defense Depart-
ment officials argued that some components
continued meeting statutory requirements
and said commands had documented pro-
gress implementing the initiative.

Crew member
hospitalized
following Navy
jet collision

Idaho Statesman

BOISE, Idaho— One Navy aviator was hos-
pitalized after four crew members ejected
during an accident Sunday at an air show at
Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho.

Three ofthe airmen came outof the collision
without any injuries, Cmdr. Amelia Umayam,
a spokesperson for Naval Air Forces, U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet, said in an email. Umayam said the
fourth member was receiving treatment at a
Boise-area hospital for a non-life-threatening
injury.

“We are grateful to the first responders for
the teamwork and care they provided,”
Umayam said.

In a video taken by a Meridian man outside
of Mountain Home Air Force Base, four para-
chutes can be seen opening as the fighter jets
plunge downward and eventually burst into
flames about 2 miles northwest of the base.

The collision occurred during a Gunfighter
Skies aerial performance involving two E/
A-18G Growler demonstration team aircraft
flown by four air crew from the Electronic At-
tack Squadron 129 from Whidbey Island,
Wash., according to a Mountain Home Air
Force Base 366th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
Office news release.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Further troop cuts only as NATO allies step up

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
The top U.S. military command-
er in Europe said Tuesday that
there are no immediate plans to
cut troop levels in Europe be-
yond the 5,000 being pulled
from Germany and Poland, but
more reductions could be made
down the road as allies bolster
their own capabilities.

Air Force Gen. Alexus G.
Grynkewich, who heads U.S.
European Command and serves
as NATO’s supreme allied com-
mander, said during a news
conference in Brussels that the
current plan toreduce U.S. forc-
es won’t have an adverse effect
on the alliance’s ability to de-
fend territory along the eastern
flank. One reason for that, he
said, is that Poland and the Bal-
tic states have increased their

own fighting capabilities over
the past 42 years.

“It’s all that I’'m expecting in
the near term,” he said of the
5,000-troop drawdown. “But
you know, over the longer term,
we absolutely should expect ad-
ditional (redeployments) as Eu-
rope continues to build capabil-
ity and capacity and step up to
provide more of the convention-
al defense of Europe.”

Earlier this month, the Penta-
gon announced it would pull
5,000 troops from Germany.
Grynkewich confirmed Tues-
day, however, that the bulk of
those numbers are being drawn
from an Army armored brigade
which was in the process of de-
ploying to Poland.

Roughly 4,000 soldiers from
the Fort Hood, Texas, brigade
had begun deploying to Europe
when their nine-month mission

was abruptly canceled last
week. Grynkewich also con-
firmed that the other unit affect-
ed was a long-range fires battal-
ion that was slated to deploy to
Germany later this year. Offi-
cials are still working out the de-
tails on the remaining reduc-
tions, which would involve sev-
eral hundred troops, he said.

“There are some other addi-
tional minor elements that will
be shifting as well,” he said fol-
lowing a Tuesday meeting of
NATO defense chiefs.

Grynkewich said the reduc-
tions do not represent a major
change to the overall U.S. force
posture in Europe, where about
80,000 troops are stationed
across numerous countries.
While one rotational brigade is
being withdrawn from Poland,
another similar unit continues
to operate there.

A second brigade was added
after Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022 as part of
a broader effort to bolster de-
fenses. Since then, “a lot has
happened in the alliance,”
Grynkewich said.

For instance, Baltic allies and
Poland have built up their
ground combat power, adding
“substantially more capability
in the ground domain than there
was previously,” Grynkewich
said.

There are also multinational
brigades in the Baltics, and the
German army is in the process
of establishing a permanent bri-
gade presence in Lithuania, he
pointed out.

“As allies build up their capa-
bility, the United States is able
to pull capability back and use it
for other global priorities,” he
said.

Marine stole fire truck then crashed it, NC police say

Charlotte Observer
A Marine stationed at Camp
Lejeune had been drinking
when he climbed into a fire
department truck, activated
the emergency equipment
then drove away, police in
eastern North Carolina said.
The joyride ended in a crash
and a list of felony charges, in-
cluding offering a $15,000
bribe to the arresting officers,
the Wilmington Police De-
partment said Monday.
Investigators said the squad
truck was on a call at 3:20 a.m.
when it suddenly disappeared.

Michael Fanning Jr., 20,
“entered a Wilmington Fire
Department squad truck and
drove away with emergency
equipment activated,” police
said.

Officers were nearby di-
recting traffic, and they
quickly began pursuing the
truck, officials said.

“However, Fanning failed
to stop and fled the area. The
incident ended when the sto-
len vehicle crashed into a pole
near the intersection of North
MacMillan Avenue and Pine
Grove Drive,” police said.

“Following the crash, Fanning
charged at and assaulted a law
enforcement officer before
being taken into custody.”

One deputy was punched in
the face, and another was
struck by the fire department
truck, court documents re-
port. Details of their injuries
were not released.

Fanning is from Ennis, Tex-
as, about a 35-mile drive
southeast from Dallas, an ar-
rest warrant says.

He is a lance corporal as-
signed to the 10th Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Divi-

sion on Marine Corps Base
Camp Lejeune, division offi-
cials told The Charlotte Ob-
server.

“The incident is currently
under investigation by Wil-
mington Police Department
and 2nd Marine Division is
fully cooperating with local
officials on this matter,” divi-
sion officials told the paper.

Fanning has been charged
with speeding to elude arrest,
assault with a deadly weapon,
offering bribes, larceny from
motor vehicle, driving while
impaired and other violations.

Navy commissions its final Freedom-class LCS Cleveland

Stars and Stripes

The newest Freedom-variant
littoral combat ship, USS Cleve-
land, has joined the fleet.

Cleveland, commissioned
Saturday in its namesake city, is
the fourth warship to be named
after Ohio’s second-largest city

and is the 16th and final Free-
dom-variant LCS to be built and
commissioned in the U.S. Navy.

Hugh Cao, the acting secreta-
ry of the Navy, gave the princi-
pal address.

Robyn Modly, the ship’s
sponsor and wife of former act-

ing Secretary of the Navy Tho-
mas Modly, gave the crew the
order to “man our ship and
bring her to life!”

The USS Cleveland is de-
signed for near-shore oper-
ations.

Its many functions include

surface warfare, mine counter-
measures and anti-submarine
missions. According to the Na-
vy, the ship can travel at speeds
exceeding 40 knots.

USS Cleveland will be home-
ported at Naval Station May-
port, Fla.
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Teens kill 3 in Calif. mosque shooting

Los Angeles Times

SAN DIEGO — Two teenage
gunmen opened fire at the Is-
lamic Center of San Diego on
Monday, killing three people be-
fore taking their own lives.

When they arrived at the
scene, police found three adults
dead in front of the center, San
Diego Police Chief Scott Wahl
said. One of those was the cen-
ter’s security guard, whose ac-
tions saved lives, Wahl said.

Anearly focus of investigators
hasbeen on one of the assailants,
a San Diego high school student
whose mother reported that he
was suicidal and potentially
armed soon before the shooting
occurred.

Theteen,17,and asecond sus-
pect, 18, opened fire at the center
Monday around 11:30 a.m., au-

thorities said. They were found
minuteslater atalocationnot far
from the center, dead of self-in-
flicted gunshot wounds, accord-
ing to authorities.

The three victims were identi-
fied Tuesday as Mansour Kazi-
ha, Nader Awad and Amin Ab-
dullah by the local chapter of the
Council on American-Islamic
Relations, according to the San
Diego Union-Tribune.

Kaziha was a grandfather
“lovingly known as Abu Ezz,”
and he had managed the mosque
store for nearly 40 years, CAIR
officials said.

Awad, they said, “turned
away community members
from the bullets and saved
lives.”

Abdullahwasasecurity guard
who the leadership said “risked

hisownlife” toalertpeopleinthe
center, including an attached
primary school.

San Diego police are investi-
gating the attack as ahate crime.

One of the guns had hate
speech written on it, the sources
told The Times, and anti-Islamic
writings were found in a vehicle.

“At least one of the suspects
took a firearm from their par-
ents’ home” and left a suicide
note, “writing about racial
pride,” sources said.

Monday afternoon, FBI
agents were searching the teen’s
home, according to law enforce-
ment sources. The house is
around 2 miles from the Islamic
Center, which is in the Claire-
mont Mesa neighborhood.

Theteenagerwasenrolledina
virtual learning academy at the

San Diego Unified School Dis-
trict and was on track to gradu-
ate high school this semester, ac-
cording to district spokesperson
James Canning.

He previously participated in
wrestling at Madison High
School but did not take part in
any on-campus activities this
school year, said Canning.

Although authorities have not
named the teen, three sources
identified him as Cain Clark.

Wahl said Monday that his de-
partment got a call from the
teen’s mother about a “runaway
juvenile.” He said the mother
said guns were missing and that
her son left with a companion
wearing camouflage outfits.

Police were interviewing her
when the first calls of the active
shooter came in, he said.

GOP support for ballroom
security funding is wobbly

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — A key sen-
ator suggested Monday that Re-
publicans may be prepared to
ditch security funding connected
to plans for a White House ball-
room in a reconciliation bill fo-
cused on immigration enforce-
ment.

Senate Budget Chairman Lind-
sey Graham, R-S.C,, said the $1
billion in Secret Service funding,
which has drawn concerns from
several Republicans in both
chambers, might have to wait for
a subsequent reconciliation bill,
based on advice from Senate par-
liamentarian Elizabeth MacDo-
nough over the weekend.

MacDonough advised that the
provision spans the jurisdiction of
several Senate committees, not
just the Judiciary Committee as
Republicans had assumed, ac-
cording to Senate Democrats.

Graham said Republicans are
“looking to see if you can do it an-
other way.” But that would likely
delay funding for Immigration

and Customs Enforcement and
the Border Patrol, the bill’s prime
objective.

Republicans could instead look
to a third budget reconciliation
package to advance the security
funding, the South Carolina Re-
publican said, or consider it with
another bill.

“We can do it there,” Graham
said of a third reconciliation ef-
fort. “But we may be able to some-
how take another shot at it. But
eventually I think we’ll be able to
doit.”

Based on MacDonough’s guid-
ance, Republicans had said they
would rewrite the provision,
which is eagerly sought by Presi-
dent Donald Trump. Graham,
however, said Monday that he
wasn’t sure when new text of the
Judiciary Committee portion of
the bill, which initially housed the
ballroom language, would be re-
leased. Republicans want to get
the bill to Trump’s desk in the
coming days, before next week’s
scheduled Memorial Day recess.

House proposes EV fee,
adding to state charges

The Detroit News

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
House has proposed an annual,
nationwide registration fee of
$130 for electric vehicles to help
address weakening reserves for
federal road maintenance.

The fee would eventually rise
by $5 every two years beginning
in 2029, with a maximum fee of
$150. The proposal also calls for a
$35 fee on plug-in hybrid models,
to be eventually capped at $50.

“(T)he BUILD America 250
Act ensures that electric vehicle
owners begin paying their fair
share for the use of our roads,”
said Rep. Sam Graves, R-Mo.,
who chairs the House Committee
on Transportation and Infras-
tructure.

The upcharge had previously
been floated on Capitol Hill as
lawmakers raised concerns that
EV drivers — who do not pay for
gas and thus do not pay federal
gas taxes that finance roadwork
— were benefiting from Ameri-
can roads without sufficiently

contributing to their upkeep.

Most states already impose
similar fees on EVsto address the
issue below the federal level.

Michigan, notably, has the
highest EV chargesin the country
after lawmakers hiked fees in
2025 as part of a road funding
plan. The feesin 2026 are $267 (up
from $160) for EVs and $113 (up
from $60) for plug-in hybrids that
travel short distances on electric-
ity before switching to gas.

The House proposal for a fed-
eral EV charge on top of state
charges was part of a bipartisan
compromise on a sweeping sur-
face transportation reauthoriza-
tion bill. The U.S. Senate has not
yet put together a proposal.

Congress typically passes a
reauthorization bill once every
five or six yearsto set funding lev-
els for federal highway, transit
and safety programs. The last one
to pass was the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act, also
known as the Bipartisan Infras-
tructure Law, in 2021.
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Airport bus lane to open
ahead of World Cup

NEW YORK — The

Mamdani adminis-
tration hopes to speed up ser-
vice on Q70-SBS bus service to
and from LaGuardia Airport by
building a dedicated bus lane on
a stretch of Broadway in Jack-
son Heights ahead of the World
Cup.

The Q70-SBS — currently the
city’s sole fare-free bus route —
connectsthe E, F, M, Rand No. 7
trains, as well as the Long Island
Rail Road, to LaGuardia Air-
port. It sees about 9,000 riders a
day, according to city data.

A proposal for the center bus
lane will be presented to Com-
munity Board 3 in the coming
weeks. A Mamdani spokesman
said the city intended to com-
plete the lane before the first of
the 2026 World Cup soccer
matches come to the Meadow-
lands on June 13.

Graduates boo speaker
who praised Al

F ORLANDO — A Uni-
versity of Central
Florida commencement speak-
er’s speech praising artificial
intelligence was met with thun-
derous boos from graduates, a
sign of how some young people
dislike the technology’s en-
croachment into the workforce.
Gloria Caulfield, an executive
from Tavistock Development
Co., spoke to graduates from
UCF’s College of Arts and Hu-
manities and School of Commu-
nication on May 8. During her
speech, Caulfield lauded Al as
the “next Industrial Revolu-
tion,” setting off a chorus of
boos.

“What happened?” Caulfield
said, backing away from the lec-
tern and looking to the other
university leaders on stage at
UCF’s arena. “OK, I struck a
chord.”

Dillon Delaney, one of the
UCEF graduates at the ceremo-
ny, said Caulfield’s speech was
“tone deaf” and “like watching a
car crash in real time.”

Delaney didn’t boo, he said,
but understood why other stu-
dents did. Caulfield’s remarks
underscore the growing divide
between how corporate execu-
tives feel about Al in everyday
life and how regular people feel,
he added.

Kars4Kids jingle yanked
off the air by judge

c ORANGE COUNTY
— The frustratingly
unforgettable Kars4Kids jingle,
which has been worming its
way into listeners’ brains for
decades, is officially banned
from the airwaves in California.
While the 1-877-KARS4KIDS
song has been called one of the
most memorable jingles in his-
tory, a court has ruled it is mis-
leading.

A California man took the
group behind it to court, saying
he donated an old car to
Kars4Kids, thinking its value
would be used to help underpri-
vileged children. He didn’t
know the money generated was
used to support Oorah, a Jewish
organization that helps fund
young adult trips to Israel.

An Orange County court
judge ruled late last week that
the New Jersey-based group’s
advertisements were mislead-
ing because they omitted the
company’s religious affiliation
and hid the charity’s true mis-

sion.

Kars4Kids must pull its ad-
vertisements from the state
within 30 days.

Public libraries record
drop in book challenges

co DENVER — Colora-

do libraries record-
ed a 25% decrease in challenges
to their books, materials, events
and exhibits in 2025 compared
to the previous year.

Last year, public libraries
across the state reported 43
challenges to their books, mate-
rials, events and exhibits and
two challenges to internet poli-
cies, according to data from the
Colorado Department of Educa-
tion’s Library Research Ser-
vice.

In 2024, the state recorded 60
challenges, the data showed.

The decrease comes after
years of skyrocketing attempts
from conservative movements
across Colorado and the country
to ban or restrict access to pub-
lic library books, programs or
displays, typically targeting
those with LGBTQ+ or race-re-
lated themes.

Officers fatally shoot two
men in related incidents

FORT WORTH —

Fort Worth police of-
ficers shot to death two men in
related encounters at separate
locations early Saturday.

The first was a man holding a
gun in the 4200 block of Wiman
Drive in east Fort Worth, the
chief of the city’s police depart-
ment, Eddie Garcia, said. Peo-
ple in the area, where a party
was being held, had heard shots
about midnight and called po-
lice.

Officers confronted the sus-
pect and ordered him to drop

the gun, Garcia said. The sus-
pect did not obey the commands
and pointed his gun toward the
officers, the chief said. One or
more officers shot the man to
death.

Four hours later, as officers
were working at the Wiman
Drive scene, a sport utility veh-
icle drove by multiple times at a

high rate of speed.
The driver did not comply
with officers’ orders and

grabbed an officer’s drawn
handgun, Garcia said. Multiple
officers opened fire, Killing the
man, Garcia said.

Influencer gets probation
in alligator shooting

F FORT LAUDER-

DALE — Clavicular,
the “looksmaxxing” influencer
and streamer whose real name
is Braden Eric Peters, has
reached a resolution in the mis-
demeanor case filed after video
posted online apparently
showed him repeatedly shoot-
ing an alligator while on an air-
boat in the Everglades.

On March 26 in the Ever-
glades and Francis S. Taylor
Wildlife Management Area, Pe-
ters was among a group of men
on an airboat that had stopped
near an alligator that did not ap-
pear to be moving, according to
videos posted on social media.

Andrew Morales, 22, was
seen in the videos unholstering
a gun from his hip and shooting
twice at the alligator in the wa-
ter. Peters then stood up and
shot the alligator repeatedly.

Peters received six months of
reporting probation and must
complete 20 hours of commun-
ity service that cannot be
streamed or monetized, the
state attorney’s office said.

— From wire reports
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Wemby scores 41, Spurs win Game 1 vs. Thunder

Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
longest night of Victor Wemba-
nyama’s NBA career was over.
His postgame media responsi-
bilities were done, and he had
justseenhis father and afew oth-
er people in a quiet hallway near
the San Antonio Spurs locker
room.

He didn’t walk back to the
room. He got a ride — in a
wheeled office chair, pushed by a
Spurs staffer.

“Save some steps,” Wemba-
nyama said.

After the night he had, energy
was probably in short supply
anyway.

A 41-point, 24-rebound playoff
game. Only a few people in the
history of basketball had done
that — Wilt Chamberlain eight
times, Hakeem Olajuwon twice,
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar once,
Charles Barkley once.

Add Wembanyama to that list
now, after his latest masterpiece
—in a career-high 49 minutes —
carried San Antonio to a 122-115

double-overtime win over the
Oklahoma City Thunder in
Game 1 of the Western Confe-
rence finals on Monday night.

“The best player in the (exple-
tive) world,” Spurs guard Ste-
phon Castle announced forall the
world tohearinapostgameinter-
view on NBC.

Officially, no, that’s not the
case. The best player in the NBA
world right now is Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander, the player whogot his
second consecutive Most Valua-
ble Player award in a pregame
ceremony with Wembanyama
looking on. It was an award
Wembanyama wanted — and
still wants. Seeing Gilgeous-
Alexander raise that trophy cer-
tainly had an effect on the 7-
foot-4 French star.

“He’s competitive. If you’re a
competitor and you see another
competitor get rewarded with
what you want. ... If that’s motiv-
ation, we all get motivated by dif-
ferent things,” San Antonio
coach Mitch Johnson said. “As a
competitive person, that would

be my approach and perspec-
tive.”

Did it matter?

“I’ve still got a lot to learn,”
Wembanyama said. “And I want
to get that trophy many times in
my career.”

Are you the best player?

“The world is 8 billion people,”
Wembanyama said. “That’s 8 bil-
lion opinions.”

Wembanyama'’s final line: 14-
for-25 from the field, 12-for-13
from the foul line and his lone 3-
pointer came late in the first
overtime, tying the game from
well beyond the arc. Without that
shot, there’s probably no second
overtime. There’s probably a 1-0
serieslead for Oklahoma City go-
ing into Game 2 on Wednesday
night.

He blocked three shots and
changed countless others. He
dunked on the Thunder and
flexed, more than once. The
Spurs outrebounded OKC 61-40.
Wembanyama even smiled and
posed for the cameras at times.
This was his first conference fi-

nals game, on the road no less,
and he was as comfortable as
could be.

“Ithinkhe’sagreatplayer with
high impact obviously, and when
you play against those playersit’s
kind of an acquired thing,” Thun-
der coach Mark Daigneault said.
“You’re learning as you go.
We’ve gone through that with
other great players.”

This was a game San Antonio
was supposed tolose: underdogs,
ontheroad, withoutinjured point
guard De’Aaron Fox, against the
defending champions,ateam un-
beaten in the first two rounds of
the playoffs. A 10-point lead in
the fourth quarter was given
away, and Oklahoma City isn’tin
the habit of losing leads in the fi-
nal moments.

“The message would be that
we as a team are ready to go into
any environment, in any place,
against anybody,” Wembanya-
masaid. “And even though we’ve
still got a lot to learn, our effort
should be over anybody else’s.
Andtonight, we wererelentless.”

Knicks, Cavaliers back in spotlight to open East finals

Associated Press

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — Donovan
Mitchell and the Cleveland Cavaliers were
sent to face Jalen Brunson and the New
York Knicks in a nationally televised season
opener and again to kick off Christmas,
NBA schedule makers clearly viewing that
as the Eastern Conference’s marquee
matchup.

Good guess, it turns out.

Cleveland and New York will be back
Tuesday under the same bright lights of Ma-
dison Square Garden where they began the
season, this time for Game 1 of the confe-
rence finals.

“It’s go-time now,” Brunson said Monday.

The Knicks have been on a record-setting
playoff rampage. The Cavaliers, bolstered
by the acquisition of James Harden, surged
late in the season and powerfully ousted De-
troit, the East’s No. 1 seed, in the second
round.

That sent Mitchell into the conference fi-
nals for the first time and also sent him
home. He’s a native of Elmsford, N.Y., just

down the road from where the Knicks prac-
tice.

“Yeahit’s great I get to play at home, woo,
but it doesn’t matter,” Mitchell said. “We’ve
got to be locked in and ready to go, and I
know we will be.”

New York finished third in the East and
Cleveland fourth, well behind not only the
Pistons but also Boston. But seven months
after the Knicks beat the Cavs in Mike
Brown’s first game as their coach, the teams
have become who people thought they
would be.

Cleveland began the season as the East’s
betting favorite, a spot it later reclaimed af-
ter acquiring Harden from the Los Angeles
Clippers. New York was the second choice
entering the season but ascended to the top
earlier in the postseason, and the way
they’re playing it’s clear why.

The Knicks have won seven straight
games and outscored Atlanta and Philadel-
phia by a combined 194 points, the largest
margin ever through a team’s first 10 post-
season games. New York reached 140 points

in both series clinchers and appeared likely
to getaboost Tuesday asit listed OG Anuno-
by as probable to play after he missed two
games with a strained right hamstring.

“They’re rested and they’re a juggernaut
right now,” Cavaliers coach Kenny Atkin-
son said. “Imean, it’s just what it is. It’s hard
to blow out teams in the playoffs like they’ve
been blowing out. Point differential means
something in this league.”

Cleveland has been just good enough
rather than great for most of this postsea-
son, needing seven games to get by both To-
ronto and Detroit. But the Cavs won their fi-
nal two road games against the 60-win Pis-
tons, including a 125-94 rout in Game 7.

Jarrett Allen scored 23 points and Evan
Mobley had 21 points and 12 rebounds, a re-
minder that Cleveland is way more than just
its high-scoring backcourt.

“I remember back in the day when I was
with Pop, Pop said you need three All-Stars
to win a championship. Well, they’ve got
four,” Brown said, referring to his time as an
assistant to Gregg Popovich in San Antonio.
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Newhook, Canadiens edge Sabres in Game 7

Associated Press

BUFFALO,N.Y.— First, Tam-
pa Bay. Now Buffalo. Montreal
Canadiens forward Alex Ne-
whook keeps coming up big in
Game 7s.

The 25-year-old scored his sec-
ond seventh-game, series-clinch-
er of the playoffs —this time 11:22
into overtime — in a 3-2 win over
the Sabres on Monday night.

“It’s a crazy feeling,” Newhook
said. “It’s fun. It’s why you play
the game. I think we played well
enough to win, so we're looking
forward now.”

After Buffalo’s Tage Thomp-
son and captain Rasmus Dahlin
misplayed the puck at Montreal’s
blue line, defenseman Alexandre
Carrier drove up the right wing
before sending a cross-ice pass,
hitting Newhook in stride enter-
ing the Sabres zone.

Just before reaching the top of
the left circle, and with linemate
Jake Evans flashing in front of
goalie Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen,
Newhook snapped a shot just in-
side the far right post. It was his

team-leading seventh goal of the
postseason and followed his be-
hind-the-net goal with 8:53 left in
regulation that broke a 1-1 tie in
the Canadiens’ 2-1 win in Game 7
of their first-round series against
the Lightning.

“Iwasn’tsureif Jaketouchedit,
so I kind of looked at him to see if
he was going to celebrate or not,”
Newhook said. “Great to see you
find the back of the net. And
there’s no better feeling celebrat-
ing with your teammates after a
win like that.”

Newhook is now among only 14
NHL players with two career
game-winning goals in Game 7,
with Boston’s Nathan Horton
(2011) the only otheronetodosoin
a single postseason.

“I'm so happy for him,” Mon-
treal goalie Jakub Dobes said,
noting Newhook missed three
months of the season with a bro-
kenankle. “He deservesit. He de-
serve all, everything that is hap-
pening to him. ... I mean, what a
hell of a player.”

Montreal won despite squan-

dering a 2-0first-periodlead, with
Dahlin forcing overtime by scor-
ing 6:27 into the third period. And
they improvedto17-9in Game7s,
passing the Bruins formost Game
7 wins in the NHL playoffs.

The Canadiens advance to the
Eastern Conference finals, where
they’ll face well-rested Carolina
in a series set to open at the Hurri-
canes on Thursday. Carolina has
swept each of its first two series,
and has been off since a 3-2 over-
time win against Philadelphia on
May 9.

The Hurricanes’ 11-day break
between playoffs games is the
longest in NHL history.

“It’s going to be important to
take a second and enjoy this but
turn the page pretty quickly,” said
Montreal defenseman and alter-
nate captain Mike Matheson.
“They’ve had alot of time off, alot
of time to prepare, so we’re going
to have to flip that switch very
quickly.”

Phillip Danault and Zachary
Bolduc also scored for the Cana-
diens. Dobes finished with 37

saves in bouncing back after al-
lowing six goals on 33 shots in an
8-3loss in Game 6 on Saturday.

Montreal has not lost consecu-
tive games since mid-March,
while Dobes improved to 6-0 this
postseason when coming off a
loss.

Jordan Greenway also scored
for Buffalo, while Luukkonen fin-
ished with 22 saves.

“It hurts. I told the teams, it
hurts,” coach Lindy Ruff said.
“The pain will go away. But I
won’t let this one game define the
season we had. I told the players
how proud I was of them.”

The Sabres dropped to 1-7 in
Game7,including1-3inovertime.

The Canadiens advance to the
NHL’s semifinal round for the
firsttime since facing Vegasinthe
COVID-altered 2021 playoffs, in
which Montreal eventually lost
the Stanley Cup Final in five
games to Tampa Bay.

This is the first playoff meeting
between the two teams since Car-
olina beat the Canadiens in six
games of a2006 first-round series.

Rossi still hopes to compete in Indy 500 after hand surgery

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Alexan-
der Rossi had surgery to repair
minor injuries to his left hand
Monday night following a crash
earlier in the day during practice
forthe Indianapolis S00, his team
announced.

Ed Carpenter Racing said
Rossi, the 2016 race winner,
hopes to drive in Friday’s final
practice and again in Sunday’s
race, even though his health sta-
tusis still under evaluation.

Rossi was taken from Indiana-
polis Motor Speedway to a hospi-
tal after his car spun going
through the second turn on the
track’s 2.5-mile oval and hit the
outside wall before skidding
down the track with the rear end
of his No. 20 car briefly dragging
along the top of the wall. The
trailing Pato O’'Ward tried to
avoid a collision, but couldn’t

stop in time and hit the side of
Rossi’s car. Romain Grosjean
was also collected in the crash.

All three drivers went to the
medical center with O’'Ward and
Grosjean being checked and re-
leased within minutes. Rossi, in
contrast, was taken to the hospi-
tal after the first crash of the
month on Indy’s oval.

“Just wrong place, wrong time
and just got collected there,”
O’Ward said before Rossi’s con-
dition was updated. “These cars
don’t stop very well when you're
going at those speeds and with
howyourunthebrakes. Obvious-
ly, I just hit the brakes and there
wasn’t much I could do to avoid
him, so I’'m glad Alex is all right
and Romain as well.”

It wasn’t clear whether the
crash would impact the 33-car
starting grid for this weekend’s
sold-out race. Three of the eight

fastest drivers in Sunday’s qual-
ifying — Rossi, O’'Ward and Co-
nor Daly — all sustained damage
to their cars, as did Grosjean,
who qualified 24th.

Less than 24 hours earlier,
Rossi came within a whisker of
winning his first Indy pole. He
wasbumped out of the top spotby
defending S00 champion Alex
Palou of Spain. Palou’s four-lap
average of 232.248 mph was
ahead of Rossi’s 231.990. The
Californian still wound up in the
middle of the front row and is set
to start from a career-best sec-
ond.

O’'Ward, the Mexican driver
with Arrow McLaren, earned the
No. 6 starting slot, the outside of
Row 2, while Daly qualified
eighth for his season debut with
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing. Now
all three, plus Grosjean, will
spend the next three days repair-

ing cars they’d spent months
fine-tuning.

The grid has already changed
because two drivers — Caio Col-
let of A.J. Foyt Enterprises and
Jack Harvey, Daly’s teammate
— were sent to the back of the
field because of rules violations.
IndyCar officials said they found
unapproved changes and unap-
proved hardware on the drivers’
equipment when they went
through post-qualifying techni-
cal inspection Sunday evening.

Team Penske’s Josef Newgar-
den posted the fastest lap in a
practice session that was abbre-
viated first by the crash and then
rain, which washed out most of
the final hour that cars were
scheduled to be on the track. One
more short practice will be held
Friday during the annual Carb
Day festivities, whichinclude the
pit-stop competition.
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Angels win after A’s Ginn brings no-no into 9th

Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Adam
Frazier singled leading off the
ninth inning for the first hit
against Athletics starter J.T.
Ginn, and Zach Neto followed
with a two-run homer that gave
the Los Angeles Angels a 2-1 vic-
tory Monday night.

Neto drove a 2-0 sinker 413
feet to center field, stunning
Ginn and the A’s while snapping
a six-game losing streak for the
Angels. It was their third walk-
off win this season.

Ginn (2-2) struck out 10 and
issued one walk on 10S pitches.
He also hit Neto with a pitch in
the sixth.

“Just a crazy game to play,"
Ginn said. "I fell behind 2-0,
threw a good sinker, and he was
waiting on it and put a good
swing on it. So, tip your cap to
him.”

The right-hander was perfect
through 4% innings and came
within three outs of the first ma-
jor league no-hitter since Shota
Imanaga combined with two
Chicago Cubs relievers for a
12-0 win over Pittsburgh on
Sept. 4, 2024.

Lawrence Butler had a pinch-
hit RBI single in the top of the
ninth that drove in Zack Gelof
for the first run of the game.

Mets 16, Nationals 7 (12):
Carson Benge led visiting New
York to another extra-inning
victory, hitting an RBI single
and a two-run double during a
10-run 12th inning in a wild vic-
tory over Washington.

The Mets became the first Na-
tional League team to score at
least 10 runs in an extra inning
since the 1919 Cincinnati Reds
broke loose for 10 in the 13th in-
ning at Brooklyn.

The Nationals made four er-
rors and left 19 runners on base,
but kept it close until falling
apart in the 12th. Paxton Schultz
(0-1) retired his first hitter on a
sacrifice bunt, but the next six
reached base, starting with
Benge’s infield single off
Schultz’s glove that put the Mets
up 7-6. Benge scored on Vidal

Brujan’s bunt single with the
basesloaded, Brett Batyadded a
two-run single and Marcus
Semien’s RBI single made it
11-6.

Mariners 6, White Sox 1:
Touted prospect Colt Emerson
launched a three-run homer for
his first major league hit, and
host Seattle stopped a three-
game slide with a victory over
Chicago.

Emerson, the team’s top pick
in the 2023 amateur draft, con-
nected on a 2-2 pitch from Tre-
vor Richards with two outs in
the eighth to extend the lead to
6-1.

Bryan Woo (4-2) pitched six
shutout innings for the Mari-
ners, allowing three hits and two
walks. The right-hander struck
out eight and retired his final 11
batters. He threw 60 of his 90
pitches for strikes.

Phillies 5, Reds 4: Bryson
Stott hit a two-run homer with
two outs in the eighth inning as
host Philadelphia extended its
winning streak to five games
with a win over Cincinnati.

The Phillies scratched MLB
home run leader Kyle Schwar-
ber due to illness, and Stott was
moved up to the No. 6 spot in a
shuffled lineup and hit his fifth
homer of the season.

Spencer Steer’s RBI double
with two-out in the eighth off re-
liever Jose Alvarado had given
the Reds a short-lived 4-3 lead.

Red Sox 3, Royals 1: Willson
Contreras hit his team-leading
10th homer and Sonny Gray out-
dueled Seth Lugo as visiting
Boston beat Kansas City.

Gray (5-1) allowed one run on
five hits in six-plus innings. He
struck out nine and walked one.
Hehas given up tworunsover16
innings witha1.13 ERA sincere-
turning from the injured list
May 6. Three relievers followed
Gray, with Aroldis Chapman
working the ninth for his 11th
save in as many opportunities.

Marlins 12, Braves 0: Javier
Sanoja hit his first career grand
slam, Joe Mack drove in four
runs and host Miami shut out

MLB-leading Atlanta.

Max Meyer (4-0) continued
his strong start to the season,
limiting the Braves to just three
hits over six innings while strik-
ing out six and lowering his
team-leading ERA to 2.85.

Rays 16, Orioles 6: Yandy
Diaz had four hits and four
RBIs, Junior Caminero ho-
mered and drove in four runs,
and host Tampa Bay battered
Baltimore pitching .

Ryan Vilade and Jonny DeLu-
caeach added three RBIs forthe
Rays, whohad 18 hits and scored
their most runs since May 31 last
year in a 16-3 win at Houston.
Tampa Bay is 13-3 this month
and owns the best record in the
majors at 31-15.

Guardians 8, Tigers 2: José
Ramirez homered and hit a two-
run double on a 3-for-4 night,
and visiting Cleveland beat reel-
ing Detroit.

Matt Vierling homered for
Detroit, which has lost 11 of 13.
Riley Greene, whose 11-game
hitting streak was snapped Sun-
day, had an RBI double among
two hits.

Brewers 9, Cubs 3: Jake
Bauers homered and drove in
four runs, and visiting Milwau-
kee beat Chicago in the first
meeting this season between the
longtime NL Central rivals.

Christian Yelich went deep
for the second straight day as
the Brewers used a 13-hit attack
to improve to 9-2 in its last 11
games. Andrew Vaughn had two
hits and scored twice.

Yankees 7, Blue Jays 6: Cody
Bellinger and Jazz Chisholm Jr.
hit two-run homers off Yariel
Rodriguezinthe seventhinning,
and New York survived another
shaky performance by David
Bednar to beat Toronto as it
opened a homestand against AL
East rivals following a 2-7 trip.

Paul Goldschmidt drove in
two runs, including a home run
on Patrick Corbin’s first pitch of
the game. Bednar allowed a
ninth-inning run before strand-
ing a pair of runners by striking
out George Springer and retir-

ing Vladimir Guerrero Jr. on a
groundout.

Rockies 7, Rangers 6: Eze-
quiel Tovar hit a two-run double
in the first and host Colorado
held on for a win over Texas,
which lost starter MacKenzie
Gore to an injury after just one
inning.

The Rockies put up five more
runs, including two on a fielding
error by Rangers third baseman
Josh Jung in the third. Texas
rallied for three runs in the
eighth to make it a one-run
game, but went down quietly in
the ninth.

Twins 6, Astros 3: Josh Bell
homered twice and drove in
four runs as host Minnesota beat
Houston.

Bell homered in the second
inning to open the scoring, then
took Astros starter Tatsuya Imai
(1-2) deep to left for a two-run
shot in the fourth. It was the 12th
multi-homer game of Bell’s 11-
year career.

Padres 1, Dodgers 0: Miguel
Andujar homered off Yoshino-
bu Yamamoto in the first inning,
Michael King struck out nine
during seven sharp innings of
four-hit ball, and host San Diego
snapped Los Angeles’ five-
game winning streak with a vic-
tory.

Mason Miller finished the Pa-
dres’ five-hitter in their fourth
consecutive victory, but only af-
ter San Diego’s vaunted closer
walked his first two batters on
nine pitches. Miller recovered
to get three straight outs for his
major league-leading 15th save,
inducing Andy Pages’ grounder
to third to end it.

Diamondbacks 12, Giants 2:
Nolan Arenado hit his seventh
career grand slam, Gabriel Mo-
reno added a two-run homer
and host Arizona defeated San
Francisco.

The Diamondbacks matched
season highs with 12 runs and 16
hits. Every Arizona player had
at least one hit. Ryan Waldsch-
midt led the way with two dou-
bles and a single. Corbin Carroll
hit his fifth triple of the season.
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