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DOD’s maritime aid effort has setbacks in Gaza

The Washington Post

The Pentagon’s highly antici-
pated plan to deliver aid to suf-
fering Palestinians via a floating
pier off the Gaza Strip has en-
countered almost immediate lo-
gistical and security setbacks,
officials said Tuesday, marking
an inauspicious start to the mis-
sion intended to ease a severe
humanitarian crisis there.

After desperate people seized
food destined for a U.N. ware-
house over the weekend, U.S,,
Israeli and aid officials have be-
gun discussing alternative
routes into Gaza, said Maj. Gen.
Patrick Ryder, the Pentagon’s
spokesman.

“The goal, of course, is to get
this humanitarian assistance to
the Palestinian people who need

it most,” Ryder told reporters.
He said that 569 metric tons of
aid, supplied by the United
States along with European and
other nations, has been consoli-
dated on the shore. It is unclear
how much of that aid has left the
site for distribution in Gaza.

US. military personnel
shipped the pier to the Mediter-
ranean and assembled it at
great cost in recent weeks. The
obstacles facing the operation,
which began making deliveries
into Gaza on Friday, are another
reflection of the complex condi-
tions created by the war be-
tween Israeli forces and Hamas
militants, and the acute human-
itarian crisis the conflict has en-
gendered.

According to officials with the

United Nations’ World Food
Program, 10 trucks’ worth of
food assistance were delivered
from the U.S.-established stag-
ing area to a U.N. warehouse
Friday.

On Saturday, however, some
aid was looted during a subse-
quent delivery to the storage fa-
cilities. Of 16 trucks transport-
ing aid from the staging area
that day, five arrived with ship-
ments intact, while most or all of
the food parcels were taken
from 11 other trucks, WFP said.

Many of the details about the
nascent aid operation remained
unclear Tuesday, and officials
gave conflicting accounts about
the situation on the ground.

While Ryder said none of the
U.S.-facilitated aid had been

distributed to civilians in Gaza,
where U.N. officials are sound-
ing the alarm about famine con-
ditions, WFP officials said some
of that aid had reached reci-
pients.

WFP spokesperson Shaza
Moghraby cautioned that “safe
and consistent access” and “ba-
sic operating conditions” for de-
livering assistance would be re-
quired for the operation.

“To minimize the risk of that
happening again, we need suffi-
cient supplies to enter Gaza and
our security concerns ad-
dressed,” Moghraby said.
“Community acceptance and
trust that this is not a one-off de-
livery is key for the success of
the operation. It would be very
difficult to proceed otherwise.”

Judge dismisses convictions in 5 ‘Fat Leonard’ cases

The San Diego Union-Tribune

SAN DIEGO — A federal judge Tuesday
dismissed the felony convictions of five re-
tired military officers and blasted the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for its “significant mis-
conduct” in the prosecution of the U.S. Na-
vy'‘s “Fat Leonard” bribery and corruption
scandal.

U.S. District Judge Janis Sammartino
said the continued crumbling of the case is
an “embarrassment to the government.”
During a hearing in her San Diego court-
room, she called it an “extremely unfortu-
nate” situation that was “all the govern-
ment’s making.”

Sammartino made the comments during
a hearing in which she agreed — reluctant-
ly — to throw out a previous guilty plea by
former Navy Cmdr. Stephen Shedd and
dismissed all charges against him. She also
dismissed felony pleas by three other for-
mer Navy officers and a retired Marine
colonel and allowed the four men to each
plead guilty to a single misdemeanor.

In a similar move last year as the result
of the same government misconduct, the

judge tossed out the jury convictions of
four Navy officers who had been found
guilty at trial and allowed them to plead
guilty to misdemeanor counts.

Sammartino made it clear Tuesday that
there was no new information to suggest
the five defendants in her courtroom did
not accept the bribes or commit the acts to
which they previously pleaded guilty. But
she said the misconduct and its snowball
effect made it so that dismissing Shedd’s
charges and allowing the four misdemea-
nor plea deals was the best remaining op-
tion.

“While not a perfect resolution, it is ac-
cepted to minimize disparities in this
case,” the judge said. If their previous felo-
ny pleas had been left to stand, the officers
who pleaded guilty would have faced
harsher penalties than those who went to
trial.

Sammartino also said the government’s
continued lack of communication to the
public and the military community about
what has gone wrong with the prosecution
was “troublesome.”

Tuesday’s hearing provided the latest
twist in what has become a spectacular un-
raveling of the legal case against the doz-
ens of Navy officers who took bribes from
Leonard Glenn Francis, aka “Fat Leo-
nard,” the Malaysian contractor at the cen-
ter of the corruption scheme.

As the case dragged on, it began to show
cracks. Defense attorneys raised questions
about evidence that they believed prose-
cutors tried to hide — questions that led
Sammartino to declare Assistant U.S. At-
torney Mark Pletcher, the former lead
prosecutor in the case, had committed “fla-
grant misconduct.”

The defense attorneys also questioned
the reliability of other documents in the
case and the prosecution’s failure to dis-
close that a key investigator had made
false statements in a similar investigation.

Defense attorneys also raised red flags
about the preferential treatment Francis
received while on house arrest before he
absconded and fled the country in late
2022. He has since been returned to the
United States as part of a prisoner swap.
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DOD plans return

to Peleliu

By SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

The Pentagon is proposing a
new U.S. military site on a Mi-
cronesian island where a
bloody battle raged during
World War II.

Department of Defense rep-
resentatives met Republic of
Palau leaders and residents
May 13-15 to discuss the pro-
posed facility on the island of
Peleliu, according to a May 17
statement from Joint Region
Marianas.

Engineers from the Navy,
Air Force and Marine Corps
shared details of the proposal
with the Palauans, including
plans to repair and expand the
Peleliu Airstrip and South
Dock, the statement said.

Efforts by Beijing to gain in-
fluence in the region, including
a pact with the Solmon Islands
that’s seen as a precursor to
forward basing by the Chinese
navy, has the attention of U.S.
officials.

President Joe Biden signed
legislation March 9 that pro-
vides $7.1 billion over two dec-

[ ] P [ fl
ades and renews compacts
with Micronesia, the Marshall
Islands and Palau.

The compacts grant the U.S.
military exclusive access to the
nations’ land, airspace and wa-
ters, while their citizens are al-
lowed to work and attend
school in America, enlist in the
U.S. armed services and access
veterans’ health care.

The U.S. Army began train-
ing again in Palau in 2019, after
a 37-year hiatus. The following
year, a Patriot missile battery
deployed there and shot down a
target drone during an exer-
cise.

In October 2020, then-Palau
President Tommy Remenge-
sau Jr. offered to host new mil-
itary facilities, including ports
and air bases.

“Palau’s request to the U.S.
military remains simple —
build joint-use facilities, then
come and use them regularly,”
Remengesau wrote to then-
Secretary of Defense Mark
Esper, according to a Wall
Street Journal report the fol-
lowing month.

RIMPAC exercise drawing
nearly 30 nations, 40 ships

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

Forty ships from nearly 30
nations are slated to participate
in this summer’s Rim of the Pa-
cific exercise in and around the
Hawaiian islands, the Navy said
in a news release Tuesday.

The biennial RIMPAC, which
the U.S. Navy touts as the lar-
gest international maritime ex-
ercise in the world, has been
held 29 times since it began in
1971.

The training starts June 26
and runs through Aug. 2 and
will include three submarines,
14 land-based forces, over 150
aircraft and about 25,000 per-
sonnel, according to the Navy.

This year’s exercise includes
forces from Australia, Belgium,
Brazil, Brunei, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Denmark, Ecuador,
France, Germany, India, Indo-
nesia, Israel, Italy, Japan, Ma-
laysia, Mexico, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Peru, South Ko-
rea, the Philippines, Singapore,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tonga, the
United Kingdom and the U.S.

The head of U.S. 3rd Fleet will
serve as the Combined Task
Force commander for the exer-
cise.

Vice Adm. Michael Boyle is
currently commander of the
San Diego-based 3rd Fleet.

Vice Adm. John Wade, who
previously oversaw the task
force in charge of defueling the
Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Fa-
cility in Hawaii, has been nomi-
nated to replace Boyle.

Commodore Alberto Guerre-
ro, of the Chilean navy, will
serve as deputy commander of
the Combined Task Force. Rear
Adm. Kazushi Yokota of the Ja-
pan Maritime Self-Defense
Force will serve as vice com-
mander.

The expected participation in
this year’s exercise is an in-
crease over the 26 nations and
38 ships that joined the drills in
2022.

The Navy did not provide spe-
cifics about what drills will take
place this summer.

The training will “strengthen
our collective forces and pro-
mote a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific,” the news release states.

The exercise will enhance the
capability of the joint force “to
deter and defeat aggression by
major powers across all do-
mains and levels of conflict,” ac-
cording to the release.

Court: Judge erred in barring anime in child porno case

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes

A military judge erred in de-
ciding that anime with childlike
characters didn’t qualify as child
pornography and was inadmissi-
ble as evidence in a noncommis-
sioned officer’s pending court-
martial, an Air Force appellate
court unanimously ruled.

“The questions of whether
those images are of persons or
minors, and whether the depic-
tions are obscene, are questions
of fact” that should be deter-
mined at trial, Air Force Court

of Criminal Appeals judges stat-
ed in a 3-0 decision on Tuesday.

The ruling stems from the
case of Staff Sgt. Remington
Carlisle, who was charged with
one specification each of pos-
sessing, viewing and distribut-
ing child pornography.

Court documents described
33 images and videos found on
his smartphone as “anime style
depictions” of “overtly sexual-
ized characters and sexually ex-
plicit images and plots.”

The judge, Col. Brian Thomp-
son, found that most of the char-

acters “appear to have the de-
velopmental age of a child in the
six- to ten-years-old range,” ac-
cording to court papers.

But the case stalled in Janu-
ary, when government prosecu-
tors responding to a defense de-
mand provided a “bill of partic-
ulars,” a written statement that
detailed all 33 visual depictions.

The defense moved to ex-
clude the material, arguing that
it did not depict minors and was
not sexually explicit.

In an Article 39 pretrial hear-
ing at Mountain Home Air

Force Base, Idaho, Thompson
determined that the videos and
images were inadmissible and
irrelevant, saying the subjects
did not appear to be minors or
human beings but fictional car-
toon characters, according to
court documents.

In overruling Thompson, the
Air Force Court of Criminal Ap-
peals said he had no legal basis
to review the prosecution’s an-
ticipated evidence before trial,
deem it insufficient for a convic-
tion and prevent the case from
going ahead.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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lowa town reels from deadly tornado

Associated Press

GREENFIELD, Iowa — Au-
thorities in Iowa were conduct-
ing search and rescue efforts
Wednesday, a day after a deadly
tornado slammed the state, dev-
astating the town of Greenfield
and Kkilling an undetermined
number of people there.

In Greenfield, a town of 2,000
about SS miles southwest of Des
Moines, the tornado left a wide
swath of obliterated homes and
crumpled cars and had earlier
ripped apart and crumpled mas-
sive power-producing wind tur-
bines.

“It’s horrific,” Towa Gov. Kim

Reynolds said Wednesday at a
news conference just outside the
devastated town. “It’s hard to de-
scribe.”

She and other officials de-
clined to give details of the num-
ber of dead and missing in
Greenfield, noting that the
amountof devastation and debris
had made it difficult to be sure of
those numbers.

About 25 miles southwest of
Greenfield, a woman died Tues-
day when the vehicle she was
driving was blown off the road
during the storms near Corning,
Iowa, the Adams County Sher-
iff’s office said. The woman’s

name and age were not immedi-
ately released.

Later Tuesday, the storms
moved eastward to pummel
parts of Illinois and Wisconsin,
knocking out power to tens of
thousands of customers in the
two states.

The deadly twister that hit Io-
wa came amid a historically bad
seasonfortornadoesinthe U.S. at
a time when climate change is
heightening the severity of
storms around the world. April
had the second highest number
oftornadoes onrecordin the U.S.

Through Tuesday, there have
been 27% more tornadoes in the

country than average. The pre-
liminary count for this year of
859 is the highest since 2017 and
is significantly more than the av-
erage of 676 through May 21, ac-
cording to NOAA’s Storm Pre-
diction Center in Norman, Okla-
homa. Nearly 700 of the torna-
does have beenin April and May.
Iowa has had the most torna-
does this year with 81, followed
by Texas with 74 and Kansas and
Ohio each with 66. The National
Weather Service said it received
23 tornadoreports Tuesday, with
mostin Iowa—including the one
in Greenfield — and one each in
Wisconsin and Minnesota.

US daily pot

Associated Press

Daily and near-daily marijua-
nauseisnow more common than
similar levels of drinking in the
U.S., according to an analysis of
national survey data over four
decades.

Alcohol is still more widely
used, but 2022 was the first time
this intensive level of marijuana
use overtook high-frequency
drinking, said the study’s author,
Jonathan Caulkins, a cannabis
policy researcher at Carnegie
Mellon University.

“A good 40% of current canna-
bis users are using it daily or

use outpaces

near daily, a pattern that is more
associated with tobacco use than
typical alcohol use,” Caulkins
said.

The research, based on data
from the National Survey on
Drug Use and Health, was pub-
lished Wednesday in the journal
Addiction. The surveyis a highly
regarded source of estimates of
tobacco, alcohol and drug use in
the United States.

In 2022, an estimated 17.7 mil-
lion people used marijuana daily
or near-daily compared to 14.7
million daily or near-daily drink-
ers,according to the study. From

daily drinking, study finds

1992 to 2022, the per capita rate
of reporting daily or near-daily
marijuanause increased 15-fold.

The trend reflects changes in
publicpolicy. Most states now al-
low medical or recreational
marijuana, though it remains il-
legal at the federal level. In No-
vember, Florida voters will de-
cide on a constitutional amend-
ment allowing recreational can-
nabis, and the federal
government is moving to reclas-
sify marijuana as a less danger-
ous drug.

Research shows that high-fre-
quency users are more likely to

become addicted to marijuana,
said Dr.David A. Gorelick,apsy-
chiatry professor at the Univer-
sity of Maryland School of Med-
icine, who was not involved in
the study.

The number of daily users
suggests that more people are at
risk for developing problematic
cannabis use or addiction, Go-
relick said.

“High frequency use also in-
creases the risk of developing
cannabis-associated psychosis,”
a severe condition where a per-
son loses touch with reality, he
said.

White House cancels another 160,000 student loans

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration is canceling stu-
dent loans for another 160,000
borrowers through a combina-
tion of existing programs.

The Education Department
announced the latest round of
cancellation on Wednesday,
sayingit will erase $7.7 billion in
federal student loans. With the
latest action, the administration
said it has canceled $167 billion
in student debt for nearly S mil-

lion Americans through several
programs.

“From day one of my adminis-
tration, I promised to fight to en-
sure higher education is a ticket
to the middle class, not a barrier
to opportunity,” President Joe
Biden said in a statement. “I will
never stop working to cancel
student debt — no matter how
many times Republican-elected
officials try to stop us.”

The latest relief will go to bor-
rowers in three categories who

hit certain milestones that make
them eligible for cancellation. It
will go to 54,000 borrowers who
are enrolled in Biden’s new in-
come-driven repayment plan,
along with 39,000 enrolled in
earlier income-driven plans,
and about 67,000 who are eligi-
ble through the Public Service
Loan Forgiveness program.

Biden’s new payment plan,
known as the SAVE Plan, offers
a faster path to forgiveness than
earlier versions.

More people are now becom-
ing eligible for loan cancellation
as they hit 10 years of payments,
anew finish line that’s a decade
sooner than what borrowers
faced in the past.

The cancellation is moving
forward even as Biden’s SAVE
Plan faceslegal challenges from
Republican-led states. In two
federal lawsuits, states say Bi-
den needed to go through Con-
gress for his overhaul of federal
repayment plans.
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3 in Europe to recognize Palestinian state

Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — Norway,
Ireland and Spain said Wednes-
day that they would recognize a
Palestinian state, a historic but
largely symbolic move that fur-
ther deepens Israel’s isolation
more than seven months into its
grinding war against Hamas in
Gaza. Israel immediately de-
nounced the decisions and re-
called its ambassadors to the
three countries.

Palestinians welcomed the an-
nouncements as an affirmation of
their decadeslong quest for state-
hood in east Jerusalem, the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip — terri-
tories Israel seized in the 1967
Mideast war and still controls.

While some 140 countries —
more than two-thirds of the Unit-
ed Nations — recognize a Palesti-
nian state, Wednesday’s cascade
of announcements could build
momentum at a time when even
close allies of Israel have piled on

criticism for its conduct in Gaza.

It was the second blow to Is-
rael’sinternational reputation this
week after the chief prosecutor of
the International Criminal Court
said he would seek arrest war-
rants for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and his de-
fense minister. The International
Courtof Justiceisalso considering
allegations of genocide that Israel
has strenuously denied.

Israelrecalled its ambassadors
to the three countries and sum-
moned their envoys, accusing the
Europeans of rewarding the mil-
itant Hamas group forits Oct. 7 at-
tack that triggered the war. For-
eign Minister Israel Katz said the
European ambassadors would
watch grisly video footage of the
attack.

In that assault, Hamas-led mil-
itants stormed across the border,
killing 1,200 people and taking
some 250 hostage. The ICC prose-
cutor is also seeking arrest war-

rants for three Hamasleaders. Is-
rael’s ensuing offensive haskilled
more than 35,000 Palestinians,
according to Gaza’s Health Min-
istry.

“History will remember that
Spain, Norway, and Ireland de-
cided to award a gold medal to
Hamas murderers and rapists,”
Katz said.

In response to the announce-
ments in Europe, Israel’s far-
right National Security Minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir paid a provoca-
tive visit Wednesday tothe Al-Aq-
sa mosque compound — a flash-
point in Jerusalem that is sacred
to Muslims and Jews, whoreferto
itasthe Temple Mount. The move
could escalate tensions across the
region.

Netanyahu’s government op-
poses Palestinian statehood and
has said the conflict can only be
resolved through direct negotia-
tions, which last collapsed over1S
years ago.

The international community
has long viewed the creation of a
Palestinian state alongside Israel
asthe only realistic way toresolve
the conflict, and in past weeks
several European Union coun-
tries have indicated they plan to
recognize a Palestinian state to
further those efforts. In contrast,
the United States and Britain,
among others, have backed the
idea of a Palestinian state along-
sideIsrael,butsaiditshould come
as part of anegotiated settlement.

The formal recognition by Nor-
way, Spain and Ireland is planned
for May 28.

President Mahmoud Abbas,
the leader of the Palestinian Au-
thority, which administers parts
of the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, welcomed the decisions
and called on other nations to
“recognize our legitimate rights
and support the struggle of our
people for liberation and inde-
pendence.”

Russia begins nuclear drills
in apparent warning to West

Associated Press

Russia’s military began drills
Tuesday involving tactical nu-
clear weapons that were an-
nounced by Russian authorities
earlier this month in an appar-
ent warning to senior Western
officials who had spoken about
the possibility of deeper invol-
vement in the war in Ukraine.

It was the first time Russia
has publicly announced drills
involving tactical nuclear
weapons, although its strategic
nuclear forces regularly hold
exercises.

According to a statement by
the Defense Ministry released
Tuesday, the first stage of the
new drills envisioned “practi-
cal training in the preparation
and use of non-strategic nucle-
ar weapons,” including nucle-
ar-capable Kinzhal and Iskan-
der missiles.

The maneuvers are taking
place in the Southern Military

District, which consists of Rus-
sian regions in the south, in-
cluding on the border with Uk-
raine; Crimea, illegally an-
nexed from Ukraine in 2014;
and four UKrainian regions
that Russia illegally annexed in
2022 and partially occupies.

The drills were announced
May 6, with the Defense Minis-
try saying in a statement they
would come in response to
“provocative statements and
threats of certain Western offi-
cials regarding the Russian
Federation.”

Tactical nuclear weapons in-
clude air bombs, warheads for
short-range missiles and artil-
lery munitions and are meant
for use on a battlefield. They
are less powerful than the stra-
tegic weapons — massive war-
heads that arm intercontinental
ballistic missiles and are in-
tended to obliterate entire ci-
ties.

US: Houthis carrying weapons
that can reach Mediterranean

Bloomberg News

The Houthi militantsin Yemen
have weapons that can reach as
far as the Mediterranean Sea, ac-
cording to a senior defense offi-
cial,lending some credence tothe
group’s threats that it can expand
its attacks on shipping beyond its
immediate borders.

The U.S. government is con-
cerned the Iran-backed group has
the capability to extend strikes on
shipping beyond the Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden to the Mediterrane-
an, said the official, who asked for
anonymity to discuss private
talks. The official said Houthis
have access to advanced weapon-
ry and that their deployment of
anti-ship ballistic missiles is vir-
tually unprecedented.

The assessment comes as de-
fense officials from the United
States and the Gulf Cooperation
Council meet Wednesday in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia. The U.S. will
seek to pursue further integration

of airand missile defenses,includ-
ing sharing radar data and devel-
oping early-warning capabilities.

The official added that the suc-
cess by Israel, the U.S., UK. and
regional partners to repel an
April13 barrage on Israel of more
than 300 missiles and drones
from Iran and proxies is proof of
the effectiveness of Washington’s
integrated defense alliances.

The Houthis recently said they
would expand their range to ves-
sels in the eastern Mediterrane-
an. The organization began the at-
tacks as a show of solidarity with
Hamas in the Gaza war.

The official added that no
strikesinthe Mediterranean have
been detected, and didn’t specify
if the group had the capability to
hit moving targets on the water
over such a distance. Almost all of
its successful strikes on ships
have been close to Yemen. The
Houthis have threatened vessels
since October.
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Court: Publicly funded
ads can bash governor

c HARTFORD — Con-

necticut’s Supreme
Courton Monday ruled thatstate
elections officials violated the
constitutional free speech rights
of two Republicans running for
the state legislature when it
fined them thousands of dollars
for criticizing the Democratic
governor in ads paid for by their
publicly funded campaigns in
2014.

In a 5-0 decision, the justices
overturned the $5,000 civil fine
against now-Sen. Rob Sampson
and the $2,000 penalty against
former Sen. Joe Markley im-
posed by the State Elections En-
forcement Commission — a rul-
ing their lawyer said could have
influence in other states.

The commission had deter-
mined that Sampson and Mar-
kley violated the rules of the
state’s Citizens’ Election Pro-
gram, which provides public
fundstocampaigns for statewide
office and the legislature, when
they sent out campaign materi-
als touting how they would fight
what they called the bad policies
of then-Gov. Dannel Malloy.

While the program bars a can-
didate from spending their pub-
lic funds on the campaigns of
others not in their race, the Su-
preme Court said the commis-
sion went too far when it inter-
preted the law to mean Sampson
and Markley couldn’t criticize
Malloy, who was running for re-
election.

Grizzly attack prompts
closure of mountain
MOOSE — A grizzly

bear attacked and
seriously injured a man in west-

ern Wyoming’s Grand Teton Na-
tional Park, prompting closure of
amountain there Monday.

The grizzly was one of two that
surprised the 35-year-old man
from Massachusetts on Sunday
afternoon on Signal Mountain.
Rescuers flew the injured man
by helicopter to an ambulance
that drove him to a nearby hospi-
tal.

He was expected to recover,
park officials said in a statement,
declining to identify him.

The statement did not detail
the man’s injuries or say how he
encountered the bear. Park offi-
cials closed a trail and the road to
an overlook atop the 7,700-foot
mountain.

Professor swept away
in study trip has died

T COLUMBIA — A

Tennessee communi-
ty college professor who was
swept away by an ocean wave
during a study-abroad trip in
Brazil has died, his school said
Monday.

Clifford Gordon, associate
professor of art, was walking
with three students along an
oceanside road in Paraty, Brazil,
when they stopped to take pic-
tures and awave struck them, ac-
cording to Columbia State Com-
munity College. The three stu-
dents were not seriously injured,
but Gordon was swept away and
Brazilian authorities searched
for him, the school said.

Columbia State received con-
firmation on Monday morning
that Gordon’s body was found
and positively identified.

Twelve students from four
community colleges across Ten-
nessee were scheduled to board
flights Monday and arrive back
in Tennessee on Tuesday, Rick

Locker, a spokesperson for the
College System of Tennessee,
said. They will be offered coun-
seling.

Moose kills man taking
pictures of baby calves

ANCHORAGE — A

70-year-old Alaska
man who was attempting to take
photos of two newborn moose
calveswas attacked and killed by
their mother, authorities said
Monday.

The man Kkilled Sunday was
identified as Dale Chorman, of
Homer, said Austin McDaniel, a
spokesperson for the Alaska De-
partment of Public Safety.

A second man, who has not
been publicly identified, was
with Chorman and was unin-
jured. The attack happened as
the two were running away,
McDaniel said.

Medics pronounced Chorman
dead atthe scene. The cowmoose
left the area, Alaska State Troop-
ers said in an online post.

Taxpayer costs to reach
$314M in profiling case

PHOENIX — Seven

years after Joe Arpaio
was ousted as sheriff of Arizona’s
most populous county, taxpayers
are still footing the bills from a
racial profiling verdict over his
signature immigration crack-
downs — and those costs have
been getting heavier since.

The tab for the legal and com-
pliance costs in overhauling the
Maricopa County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is expected to reach $314
million by mid-summer 2025, in-
cluding $41 million approved
Monday by county officials—the
most expensive for Maricopa
County taxpayers since the law-

suit was filed in 2007.

Nearly 11 years ago, a federal
judge concluded sheriff’s depu-
ties had racially profiled Hispan-
icsin Arpaio’s traffic patrols that
targeted immigrants. Conse-
quently, the judge ordered costly
overhauls of the agency’s traffic
patrol operations and, later, its
internal affairs unit.

The taxpayer spending is ex-
pected to continue until the sher-
iff’s office attains full compli-
ance with the court-ordered
changes for three straight years.
Though progress has been made
onsome fronts, the agency hasn’t
yet been deemed fully compli-
ant.

Judge blocks gun sales
background check rule

AUSTIN — A federal

judge has blocked the
Biden administration from en-
forcing a new rule in Texas that
would require firearms dealers
to run background checks on
buyers at gun shows or other
places outside brick-and-mortar
stores.

The decision by U.S. District
Judge Matthew Kacsmaryk, an
appointee of former President
Donald Trump, came before the
rule had been set to take effect
Monday. The orderalsoprevents
the federal government from en-
forcing the rule against several
gun-rights groups, including
Gun Owners of America. It does
not apply to Louisiana, Missis-
sippi and Utah, which were also
part of the lawsuit.

“Plaintiffs  understandably
fearthat these presumptions will
trigger civil or criminal penalties
for conduct deemed lawful just
yesterday,” Kacsmaryk said in
his ruling.

— From wire reports
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Celtics need OT to get past Pacers

Associated Press

BOSTON — The Celtics en-
tered the playoffs expecting to
get everyone’s best shot.

The East’s top seed barely
survived a tough one to open the
Eastern Conference finals.

Jayson Tatum scored 36
points, including 10 in overtime
after Jaylen Brown’s tying 3-
pointer with 6.1 seconds re-
maining in regulation, and Bos-
ton rallied just in time for a 133-
128 victory over the Indiana
Pacers on Tuesday night.

Jrue Holiday added a season-
high 28 points and Brown fin-
ished with 26.

“Welcome to

the NBA

playoffs. You’ve just got to man-
age your emotions. Anything
can happen,” Brown said of his
tying 3. “It’s not over until the fi-
nal buzzer sounds. ... It’s not
over until it’s over. We found a
way to win the game at the very
end.”

It gave his team a new life and
helped it hang on to home-court
advantage with Game 2 set for
Thursday in Boston.

But guarding against compla-
cency was also on the mind of
Tatum. The Celtics have lost
Game 2 in each of their previous
two series.

“It doesn’t prove anything,”
Tatum said. “We won a big-time

game. The series is far from
over.”

Tyrese Haliburton had 25
points and 10 assists for the Pac-
ers, who knocked down 13 3-
pointers and scored S6 points in
the paint against a Celtics team
still playing without 7-footer
Kristaps Porzingis.

But Boston dialed up its de-
fense, finishing with 11 steals —
three each by Brown, Tatum
and Holiday.

The Celtics become the first
team in NBA playoff history to
have three players record 25
points and three steals in a
game.

The Celtics were cold for

most of the game from 3-point
range, but ended the night 15-
for-45 from beyond the arc.

“We keep talking about pro-
tecting home court,” Celtics for-
ward Al Horford said. “It’s
whatever it takes.”

Pascal Siakam added 24
points and 12 rebounds. Myles
Turner finished with 23 points
and 10 rebounds for the sixth-
seeded Pacers, who twice
turned it over with a three-point
lead in the final 30 seconds of
regulation.

Brown made them pay for the
second one, hitting a 3 from the
corner with Siakam right in his
face to tie it at 117.

None of 4 remaining teams have won Cup since 1999

Associated Press

No matter which team wins the Stanley
Cup championship this year, it will be a first
this century.

The Dallas Stars won the franchise’s lone
championship in 1999, months before the
world worried computers would malfunc-
tion at the start of a new millennium. The
New York Rangers haven’t done it since
their magical run in 1994 that ended a 54-
year title drought.

The Edmonton Oilers have not done it
since the last title of their dynasty in 1990,
seven years before current star Connor
McDavid was born. The Florida Panthers
have never won the Cup since their incep-
tion in 1993, when hockey in the U.S. Sun
Belt was just starting to become a reality.

“It’s something that all these markets are
starving for,” said Mike Rupp, an NHL Net-
work analyst whose three-point Game 7
performance in 2003 gave New Jersey its
third championship. “I love seeing new
blood in it.”

New blood when it comes to a title but not
unfamiliar with this stage of the playoffs.
Florida and Dallas were each in their re-
spective conference finals last year (Florida
advanced to the Final, too), while New York
and Edmonton are back after getting there
in 2022.

Thirteen different teams have hoisted the
Cup since 1999, including Chicago, Pitts-
burgh and Tampa Bay doing it three times,
and New Jersey, Colorado and Los Angeles

twice each.

The more things change ...

None of the remaining teams has had the
same coach for more than the past two sea-
sons.

Paul Maurice took over the Panthers and
Peter DeBoer the Stars in the summer of
2022. Peter Laviolette got the Rangers’ job
less than a year ago. Kris Knoblauch was an
early season replacement for the Oilers in
November.

Part of that is just the cyclical nature of
coaching changes in hockey, though the
high volume over the past 18 months has
gotten the attention of the fraternity, with
DeBoer calling it “insanity.”

There’s still value in experience, though,
with Knoblauch the only first-time NHL
head coach in the final four. He is eight wins
away from being the fourth coach hired in-
season to win the Cup that year.

Laviolette is in his sixth head coaching
job. He coached Carolina to the Stanley Cup
championship in 2006 and took Philadel-
phia in 2010 and Nashville in 2017 to the fi-
nal. DeBoer has two trips to the Final on his
résumé: 2012 with New Jersey and 2016
with San Jose. No one has coached more
NHL regular-season and playoff games
without winning the Cup than Maurice with
1,973.

... the more they stay the same
This isn’t quite like the Tampa Bay Light-

ning going back to back in 2020 and 21 and
reaching the final in ’22, but these teams
have all played a lot of playoff hockey in re-
cent years.

Counting their bubble run to the Cup Fi-
nal four years ago, the Stars have been in 79
playoff games dating to 2019.

“Dallas has been a good team for a long
time, just never able to kind of get over the
hump and had some really tough paths in
the playoffs,” Rupp said.

McDavid and the Oilers have played 54
postseason games since 2020, their first of
five consecutive postseason appearances,
with an asterisk on the expanded pandemic
format.

The Panthers, who have played S2 over
the past five playoffs, have usurped the
Lightning as the best team in Florida, in-
cluding knocking their cross-state rivals out
in the first round this year. They’re now co-
Cup favorites along with Dallas, according
to BetMGM Sportsbook.

The Rangers, with 40 games of playoff ex-
perience since 2020, are actually the longest
shot on the board despite winning the Presi-
dents’ Trophy as the NHL’s best team in the
regular season. Since general manager
Chris Drury took over, New York has gone
from youth movement to powerhouse.

“The days of the rebuild of the Rangers, it
wasn’t all that long ago,” Rupp said. “They
were setting themselves up for some very
lean years, and they turned it around a lot
quicker, I think, than people thought.”
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Proposed settlement clears 2nd step

Associated Press

A potential multibillion-dol-
lar settlement of an antitrust
lawsuit cleared the second of a
three-step NCAA approval
process Tuesday, with no
change to a payment structure
that would have the 27 college
conferences not named in the
suit cover the majority of a $1.6
billion portion of the damages.

The Division I Board of Di-
rectors voted to move forward
on a proposed $2.77 billion set-
tlement of House vs. NCAA, ac-
cording to two people who had
been briefed on the vote. They
said the vote was not unani-
mous, but it was unclear exact-
ly how the 24-member board
voted.

The people spoke to The As-
sociated Press on the condition
of anonymity because the
NCAA was not revealing its in-
ternal discussions related to the
settlement. The NCAA Board of
Governors still must sign off on
the deal for final approval. It is
scheduled to meet later this
week.

The D-I board’s finance com-
mittee recommended Monday
to stick with the original fi-
nance plan for the settlement,
which has drawn the ire of non-
power conference leaders who
believe their leagues will bear a
disproportionate financial bur-

den.
The NCAA, Big Ten, Big 12,
Atlantic Coast Conference,

Pac-12 and Southeastern Confe-
rence are defendants in the
House case, a class-action law-
suit that seeks back pay for col-
lege athletes who were denied
name, image and likeness com-
pensation dating to 2016. The
NCAA lifted its ban on earning
money for sponsorship and en-
dorsement deals in 2021.

The Big 12 and the ACC voted
to approve the settlement Tues-
day. The Big Ten, SEC and
Pac-12 presidents were sched-
uled to vote later this week.

The approved finance plan
for the settlement calls for the
NCAA to cover 41% of the $2.77
billion in damages over 10
years, with the Power Five con-
ferences accounting for 24%
and the other five major college
football conferences — the so-
called Group of Five — cover-
ing 10%.

The conferences that com-
pete in the Championship Sub-
division would cover 14% of the
overall settlement, and the non-
football D-I conferences would
be on the hook for 12%.

The NCAA’s portion would
come from a reduction of oper-
ating expenses, insurance, re-
serve funds and withheld distri-
butions to its 352 D-I member

schools.

The conference commission-
ers from leagues that do not
compete in the Bowl Subdivi-
sion, have taken issue with the
$1.6 billion in withheld distribu-
tion portion of the settlement.

The 27 conferences not
named in the lawsuit are ex-
pected to cover 60% of withheld
distributions, with the other
40% coming from power confe-
rences currently comprised of
69 schools.

The commissioners of the 22
non-FBS conferences proposed
the finance structure be flipped
so power conference withheld
distributions cover 60% of the
$1.6 billion.

Big Sky Commissioner Tom
Wistrcill said Tuesday that the
non-FBS conferences were
holding out hope for reconsid-
eration.

“We’re fighting uphill,” he
said.

The Big Sky is one of the most
successful conferences in the
Championship Subdivision.

“We believe over 95% of the
damages are going to go to
(Power Five) football and bas-
ketball players. For non-AS
conferences to pay for that is
disproportionate. We’re asking
for a more proportionate struc-
ture because our student-ath-
letes are not going to see the

money,” Wistrcill said.

The conferences not named
in the lawsuit did not find out
about details of the proposed
settlement until two weeks ago
through media reports, Wistr-
cill said. He said they are hop-
ing the settlement can be ap-
proved with an opportunity for
the NCAA financing plan to be
readdressed, but the prospects
of that diminished even further
with the full board’s approval

Tuesday night.
Wistrcill said the formula for
withheld distributions the

NCAA is using, which is based
on the percentage a conference
received of overall NCAA dis-
tributions between 2016-2024,
is projected to cost the Big Sky
around $3 million per year over
10 years.

He said while power confe-
rences will have a larger total
distribution withheld on a per
school basis, that revenue is a
much smaller part of athletic
department budgets that typi-
cally soar past $100 million an-
nually.

Big Sky school athletic bud-
gets run about $20 million an-
nually.

“The money is flowing to
their student-athletes while dis-
proportionately (the settle-
ment) is penalizing our institu-
tions,” Wistrcill said.

Drivers Rudd, Edwards selected for NASCAR Hall

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Ricky
Rudd was clearing away leaves
by his pool when he got an anon-
ymous text message that he
might want to make the 20-min-
ute drive south to Charlotte —
quickly.

Rudd knew right away that he
was finally getting into the NAS-
CAR Hall of Fame in his eighth
year on the ballot.

The tough-as-nails driver
from Virginia was selected as
part of the Class of 2025 on
Tuesday along with driver Carl

Edwards and mechanic and
race strategist Ralph Moody,
who made it in on the pioneer
ballot.

They will be officially induct-
ed into the Hall of Fame on Feb.
7 at a ceremony in Charlotte.

“You don’t think about the
Hall of Fame when you’re rac-
ing,” Rudd said. “But after you
retire and drift away from the
sport there is a little bit more
importance. ... I always tried to
make sure I was in town on this
day just in case I got a phone
call.”

Dr. Dean Sicking, who is
credited with creating the SAF-
ER barrier after being commis-
sioned by NASCAR to make rac-
ing safer following the death of
Dale Earnhardt at Daytona in
2001, was selected as the Land-
mark Award winner for his con-
tributions to the sport.

Wembanyama first

rookie on All-Defense

NEW YORK — Victor Wem-
banyama’s latest accolade was
like none other.

The San Antonio center has

become the first player in NBA
history to make the league’s All-
Defensive first team as a rookie.
The league announced the
teams Tuesday, and Wemba-
nyama appeared on 98 of the 99
ballots cast.

Defensive player of the year
Rudy Gobert of Minnesota
headlined the team and was the
only unanimous selection. He
was joined on the first team by
Wembanyama, Miami’s Bam
Adebayo, New Orleans’ Herb
Jones and the Los Angeles Lak-
ers’ Anthony Davis.
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Guardians beat Mets for Sth straight win

Associated Press

CLEVELAND — José Rami-
rez connected on a two-run hom-
er and an RBI double as the Cle-
veland Guardians beat the New
York Mets 7-6 on Tuesday night,
matching their longest winning
streak of the season at five
games.

David Fry added his first ca-
reer pinch-hit home run, a two-
run shot in the sixth inning, for
the AL Central-leading Guardi-
ans. Cleveland has the fourth-
bestrecordinthe majorsat32-17
and has won six straight at Pro-
gressive Field.

Ramirez has driven in 34 runs
in his last 34 games — taking
over the American League lead
with 44 — and reached 600 ex-
tra-base hits with his homer in
the fifth.

“I don’tlike to talk about num-
bers, but I thank God for having
me here and to do my work,” Ra-
mirez said through an interpret-
er. “When I'm able to recognize
those pitches, it tellsme I’'min a
good position to connect.”

Jeff McNeil and Starling
Marte each hit two-run homers
and Mark Vientos had a solo shot
for the Mets, who have dropped
the first two games of the series
and are 3-9 since May 10. McNeil
and Vientos scored twice apiece.

The Mets have lost eight of 11
and dropped to a season-worst
six games under .500.

Nick Sandlin (4-0) recorded
two outs in the fifth and Emma-
nuel Clase worked the ninth for
his MLB-best 15th save in 18
chances, retiring Pete Alonso on
a game-ending double play.
Clase pitched for the third day in
a row and lowered his ERA to
0.36.

“When he comesin, all of usin
the dugout know he is going to
getazero,” Frysaid. “We’re hav-
ing somuch fun.Imean, thelock-
er room is awesome. Everybody
isjust having a blast right now.”

Red Sox 5, Rays 2: Jarren
Duran homered and stole home
as visiting Boston beat Tampa
Bay.

Duran scored to make it 4-2

during adouble steal with Rafael
Devers in a go-ahead, two-run
eighth against Jason Adam (2-1).
Duran headed home after Rays
catcher Ben Rortvedt tried to
throw out Devers at second and
beat a return throw to the plate
with a head-first slide.

Deverssingledinthree at-bats
to extend his hitting streak to 11
games. He was intentionally
walked in the decisive eighth
that saw Wilyer Abreu hit a tie-
breaking single earlier in the in-
ning.

White Sox 5, Blue Jays 0: Gar-
rett Crochet and three relievers
combined on a two-hitter, Corey
Julks and Danny Mendick each
had two RBIs and visiting Chica-
go snapped a four-game losing
streak by beating Toronto.

The White Sox avoided falling
a season-worst 21 games below
.500 and snapped a seven-game
losing streak in Toronto. The
Blue Jays were blanked for the
third time.

Crochet (5-4) allowed two hits,
struck out four and walked just
one in six innings to win his
fourth straight start. The left-
hander extended his scoreless
innings streak to 19.

Cubs 4, Braves 3 (10): Nico
Hoerner hit a game-ending in-
field single in the 10th inning in
his return to the lineup, and host
Chicago beat Atlanta.

The Cubs had runners on the
corners with one out in the 10th
when the Braves brought their
infield in. Hoerner then hit a
high chopper to the right side
that first baseman Matt Olson
and second baseman Ozzie Al-
bies converged on.

Albies had no play as Cody
Bellinger scampered home with
the winning run. It was Hoer-
ner’s first hit after missing six
straight games with left hamstr-
ing tightness.

Twins 10, Nationals O: Byron
Buxton hit two homers and
drove in three runs, Joe Ryan
pitched seven scoreless innings
and visiting Minnesota halted a
seven-game losing streak with a
victory over Washington.

Jose Mirandaadded a two-run
homer as the Twins scored eight
runs off Nationals left-hander
Patrick Corbin (1-5). Willi Cas-
tro added a two-run shot off re-
liever Jacob Barnes as Minneso-
ta responded following a
players-only meeting after Mon-
day night’s 12-3 loss in the series
opener.

Reds 2, Padres 0: Andrew
Abbott threw seven shutout in-
nings, Elly De La Cruz doubled
home a run and host Cincinnati
shook off a disastrousroad trip to
beat San Diego.

The Reds went 3-11 on their
swing out West, losing series to
the Giants, Diamondbacks and
Dodgers. Back home, they did
just enough offensively to win
one behind another terrific out-
ing by Abbott (3-4).

Phillies 5, Rangers 2: Ranger
Suéarez stuck out 10 over seven
innings and improved to 9-0 to
lead host Philadelphia to its
MLB-best 35th win with a victo-
ry over Texas.

Bryce Harperhithis11thhom-
er of the season to help the Phil-
lies win for the ninth time in 11
games and continue one of the
best starts in franchise history.

Brewers 7, Marlins 5: Chris-
tian Yelich hit a go-ahead, two-
run triple in the eighth inning
and visiting Milwaukee beat
Miami.

William Contreras had two
hits and three RBIs, and Willy
Adames doubled twice for the
NL Central-leading Brewers
(28-20).

Pirates 7, Giants 6 (10): Nick
Gonzales’ run-scoring single in
the bottom of the 10th inning lift-
ed host Pittsburgh to a victory
over San Francisco.

Gonzales’ leadoff hit up the
middle off Erik Miller (0-2)
scored automatic runner Con-
nor Joe from second base and
ended the Giants’ season-high
four-game winning streak. The
Pirates have won four of their
last five games.

Mariners 6, Yankees 3:
Bryan Woo pitched shutout ball
at Yankee Stadium for the sec-

ond straight season, Dylan
Moore homered twice with four
RBIs and Seattle held on to beat
New York.

Ty France and Luke Raley al-
so homered for the Mariners,
who dealt the Yankees their first
consecutive losses since April 29
and 30 at Baltimore. Seattle ral-
lied from a three-run, ninth-in-
ning deficit for a 5-4 victory in
the series opener that stopped
New York’s seven-game win-
ning streak.

Astros 6, Angels 5 (10): Kyle
Tucker homered twice to give
him an MLB-leading 17 and Jer-
emy Pefa’s RBI single with one
out in the 10th inning lifted host
Houston to a win over Los An-
geles.

The Angels intentionally
walked Yordan Alvarez with no
outs in the 10th and Tucker on
second as the automatic runner.
Both players advanced on a
flyout by Alex Bregman before
Pena singled off Carlos Estévez
(0-3) on a line drive to right field
to give the Astros a victory.

Athletics 5, Rockies 4: Abra-
ham Toro hit a go-ahead homer
inthe eighth after Seth Brown hit
a tying two-run drive the previ-
ous inning, and host Oakland
snapped an eight-game losing
streak with a win over Colorado.

J.D.Davisalsohomered asthe
A’s avoided matching the long-
est losing streak in the majors
this year of nine by Miami from
March 28-April 6. Oakland,
which drew an announced
crowd of 4,005, had been swept
in consecutive series.

Diamondbacks 7, Dodgers 3:
Joc Pederson slugged a three-
run homer, Christian Walker al-
so went deep and visiting Ari-
zona beat Los Angeles.

Ketel Marte singled in the sev-
enth to extend his hitting streak
to 20 games and Pederson fol-
lowed with a blast to the right-
field pavilion against his old
team.

Royals 10, Tigers 3: Bobby
Witt Jr. homered twice as host
Kansas City beat Detroit for its
fifth straight win.
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