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WASHINGTON — Personnel fully vacci-

nated against the coronavirus are no longer

required to wear masks indoors or outdoors

at Defense Department facilities, Deputy

Defense Secretary Kathleen Hicks an-

nounced late Thursday.

Face masks have been mandatory for ev-

eryone since April 5, 2020, on all Defense

Department property, installations and fa-

cilities when social distancing was not pos-

sible, which was in line with the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention guidelines

at the time.

The decision to reverse that guidance for

some was made following new guidelines is-

sued Thursday afternoon by the CDC that

said those who are fully vaccinated no long-

er need to wear masks or physically dis-

tance in any setting, according to the Hicks

memo to the department.

The change applies to individuals who

are at least two weeks beyond their final

vaccine dose. Those who are unvaccinated

“should continue to follow applicable DOD

mask guidance, including continuing to

wear masks indoors,” Hicks wrote in the

memo.

“All DoD personnel should continue to

comply with CDC guidance regarding areas

where masks should be worn, including in

airports,” according to the memo.

At the Pentagon on Friday morning, ser-

vice members and civilian employees be-

gan removing their masks in public for the

first time in more than a year.

However, commanders and supervisors

can make exceptions to the directive “as

necessary to ensure a safe workplace,”

Hicks wrote. More so, they must still re-

spect employees’ medical privacy when im-

plementing changes.

“Commanders and supervisors should

not ask about an employee’s vaccination

status or use information about an employ-

ee’s vaccination status to make decisions

about how and when employees will report

to a workplace instead of teleworking,”

Hicks also wrote in the memo.

About 614,330 active-duty, Reserve and

National Guard service members and

258,476 DOD civilian employees were fully

vaccinated as of Wednesday, according to

the latest data from the Pentagon. Another

257,666 service members and 90,575 civil-

ian personnel were partially vaccinated as

of the same date.

The Pentagon has not issued any require-

ments or incentives for Defense Depart-

ment personnel to receive the vaccine. The

shot remains optional for DOD personnel as

the department continues to be under emer-

gency-use authorization by the Federal

Drug Administration.

“We still believe that the right focus is to

provide the best information available and

this will help our troops to make informed

decisions,” Austin told reporters at the Pen-

tagon on May 6. “I think armed with the

right information, accurate information,

troops will make good choices.”

DOD changes guidance on face masks
BY CAITLIN DOORNBOS
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GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Thousands of

Palestinians grabbed children and belong-

ings and fled their homes Friday as Israel

barraged the northern Gaza Strip with tank

fire and airstrikes, killing a family of six in

their house and heavily damaging other

neighborhoods in what it said was an oper-

ation to clear militant tunnels.

As international efforts at a cease-fire

stepped up, Israel appeared to be looking to

inflict intensified damage on the Islamic mil-

itant group Hamas, which controls the Gaza

Strip and has fired hundreds of rockets into

Israel.

The Gaza violence increasingly spilled

over into turmoil elsewhere.

Across the West Bank, Palestinians held

their most widespread protests since 2017,

with hundreds in at least nine towns burning

tires and throwing stones at Israeli troops.

Soldiers opening fire killed six, according to

Palestinian health officials, while a seventh

Palestinian was killed as he tried to stab an Is-

raeli soldier.

Within Israel, communal violence erupted

for a fourth night. Jewish and Arab mobs

clashed in the flashpoint town of Lod, even af-

ter additional security forces were deployed.

In Gaza, the toll from the fighting rose to

122 killed, including 31 children and 20 wom-

en, with 900 wounded, according to the

Health Ministry. The Hamas and Islamic Ji-

had militant groups have confirmed 20

deaths in their ranks, though Israel says that

number is much higher. Seven people have

been killed in Israel, including a 6-year-old

boy and a soldier.

Israel called up 9,000 reservists Thursday

to join its troops massed at the Gaza border,

and an army spokesman spoke of a possible

ground assault into the densely populated

territory, though he gave no timetable. A day

later, there was no sign of an incursion.

But before dawn Friday, tanks deployed on

the border and warplanes carried out an in-

tense barrage on the northern end of the Gaza

Strip.

Houda Ouda said she and her extended

family ran frantically into their home in the

town of Beit Hanoun, seeking safety as the

earth shook for two and half hours in the

darkness.

“We even did not dare to look from the win-

dow to know what is being hit,” she said.

When daylight came, she saw the swath of de-

struction: streets cratered, buildings crushed

or with facades blown off, an olive tree

burned bare, dust covering everything.

Hamas showed no signs of backing down.

So far, it has fired some 1,800 rockets toward

Israel, some targeting the seaside metropolis

of Tel Aviv, although more than a quarter of

them have fallen short inside Gaza and most

of the rest have been intercepted by missile

defense systems.

Still, the rockets have brought life in parts

of southern Israel to a standstill and caused

disruptions at airports.

Deaths rise as Palestinians flee Israeli fire in Gaza
Associated Press
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An active-duty Marine Corps major was ar-

rested Thursday in Virginia on charges in-

cluding assaulting a police officer and ob-

structing justice for his role in the Jan. 6 siege

of the U.S. Capitol by a mob of former Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s supporters, according

to the Department of Justice. 

Federal charging documents state Maj.

Christopher Warnagiris, 40, of Woodbridge,

Va., pushed his way through a line of police of-

ficers to enter the Capitol building during the

violent attack that occurred as lawmakers

gathered to officially certify President Joe Bi-

den’s election victory. The documents state

Warnagiris was captured on security footage

pushing into the East Rotunda doors and pull-

ing others into the building from behind him. 

“When a U.S. Capitol Police officer tried to

pull the doors shut, Warnagiris refused and

continued pushing it open,” according to the

documents. “Warnagiris can be seen pushing

the officer in an effort to maintain his position

in the open door.” 

Photos show Warnagiris apparently using

his body to block officers attempting to stop

the crowd behind the Marine from entering

the building. One of the officers, in an inter-

view later, said Warnagiris pushed him in an

attempt to keep the doors open, the documents

state. 

Warnagiris was identified by multiple indi-

viduals who have worked with him via securi-

ty footage and other imagery taken inside the

Capitol during the siege, according to the fed-

eral charging documents. He was first identi-

fied by a former coworker who saw photos of

unidentified suspects in the siege on the FBI’s

website and reported March 16 that Warnagi-

ris was likely the man seen in the photographs. 

Federal prosecutors charged him Thurs-

day with assaulting, resisting or impeding cer-

tain officers, obstruction of law enforcement

during civil disorder, obstruction of justice,

unlawfully entering a restricted building, and

violent entry and disorderly conduct on U.S.

Capitol grounds. Warnagiris was released

from law enforcement custody Thursday af-

ternoon after making a brief initial appear-

ance in court in Virginia, Justice Department

officials said. He did not enter a plea Thurs-

day.

Warnagiris is a field artillery officer sta-

tioned at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va.,

where he is assigned to the service’s Training

and Education Command, according to ser-

vice records provided by the Marine Corps. 

Warnagiris commissioned into the Marines

in 2002 and has served multiple combat de-

ployments to Iraq and Afghanistan, his re-

cords show. 

The Marine Corps confirmed they were

aware of Warnagiris’ arrest but declined fur-

ther comment on his case. The Pentagon’s top

spokesman John Kirby said Defense Secreta-

ry Lloyd Austin was aware of the arrest, but he

also declined further comment, calling it “a

law enforcement matter.” 

Maj. J.A. Hernandez, a Marine spokesman

at the Pentagon, wrote in an email that the

Corps does not tolerate extremism within its

ranks. Marine officials this week told lawmak-

ers that they had expelled at least 16 Marines

in recent years from the Corps for extremist

actions. 

Warnagiris is at least the fifth service mem-

ber charged in connection with the Jan. 6 siege

of the Capitol. He is the first known active-du-

ty service member charged with participating

in the riot. 

Marine major charged in Capitol riot 
BY COREY DICKSTEIN
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WASHINGTON — Lawmakers intro-

duced legislation Thursday that would

change the reporting process for sexual ha-

rassment and assault in the military, and al-

low service members who are victims to

seek monetary damages from the Defense

Department. 

The bill’s proponents said it would “revo-

lutionize” the way the military handles re-

ports of sexual harassment and assault. It

comes in response to the brutal killing last

year of Spc. Vanessa Guillen, who was sex-

ually harassed at Fort Hood, Texas, before

her murder.

The legislation, titled the I Am Vanessa

Guillen Act, was introduced in the House

and Senate on Wednesday with more than

150 lawmakers signing on in support. Rep.

Jackie Speier, who is leading the House ef-

fort, said she planned to get the measure into

the National Defense Authorization Act this

year. The NDAA sets the Defense Depart-

ment’s annual budget and includes a slew of

policies for the Pentagon. House Speaker

Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., vowed to help get the

measure to the House floor. 

When Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin

took office this year, he created an independ-

ent panel to study the Pentagon’s sexual as-

sault prevention programs. The panel rec-

ommended that decisions to prosecute ser-

vice members for sexual assault be made by

independent authorities, not commanders —

achange that lawmakers have been trying to

implement. 

After a separate review that looked specif-

ically into Fort Hood, the Army announced

earlier this month it would split control of its

criminal investigative agency from a general

officer to a civilian director and add more ci-

vilian agents to its workforce.

The steps taken by the Defense Depart-

ment have not been good enough, lawmakers

said Wednesday.

“Major transformational change is need-

ed, not only in the military justice system, but

in the culture and command climate of the

military,” Speier said. “Vanessa’s grizzly

murder awakened Congress. The clock has

run out on DOD half measures. We must act

to take sexual violence cases out of the chain

of command.” 

The I Am Vanessa Guillen Act would cre-

ate a stand-alone military offense for sexual

harassment and move decisions about pros-

ecuting sex-related cases outside the chain

of command. It would also reform the Ar-

my’s Sexual Harassment Assault Response

Prevention program by establishing civilian

leaders and creating full-time positions for

victim advocates and sexual assault re-

sponse coordinators. 

In addition, it establishes a process in

which service members can file claims for

negligence against the Defense Department

and seek monetary damages in instances of

sexual assault and harassment. 

I am Vanessa Guillen Act introduced in Congress
BY NIKKI WENTLING

Stars and Stripes
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WASHINGTON — After meeting at the

White House, President Joe Biden and a

group of Republican senators agreed to talk

again early next week as negotiations inten-

sified over a potentially bipartisan infras-

tructure package that could become one

piece of the administration’s ambitious $4

trillion public investment plan. 

The GOP senators exited the more than

90-minute meeting Thursday “encour-

aged” about their discussions with the pres-

ident and prepared to build on the $568 bil-

lion proposal they had put forward last

month as an alternative to his sweeping

American jobs and families plans. 

“The president asked us to come back and

rework an offer so that he could then react

to that,” said Sen. Shelley Moore Capito of

West Virginia, who is leading the group. 

“We’re very encouraged,” she told re-

porters outside the White House. “The atti-

tude the president had in the Oval Office

with us was very supportive and desirous of

striking a deal.” 

Biden also emerged upbeat. “I am very

optimistic that we can reach a reasonable

agreement — and even if we don’t, it’s been

a good faith effort,” Biden said. 

Biden is intent on at least trying to strike a

deal with Republicans rather than simply

going it alone with a Democrats-only bill,

which might in some ways be a more politi-

cally viable route in a Congress held by the

president’s party with only the slimmest of

majorities. 

One strategy that appears to be coming

into focus would be for Biden to negotiate a

more limited, traditional infrastructure bill

of roads, highways, bridges and broadband

as a bipartisan effort. Then, Democrats

could try to muscle through the remainder

of Biden’s priorities on climate investments

and the so-called human infrastructure of

child care, education and hospitals on their

own. 

“I’m willing to negotiate,” Biden said ear-

lier at the White House. But the president

has indicated that he’s not about to wait in-

definitely for a compromise that may or

may not come, and reiterated his view

Thursday that “doing nothing is not an op-

tion.” 

The White House said the president

stressed that inaction was a “red line for

him.” He set a Memorial Day deadline for

progress on a bipartisan deal. 

Biden, GOP plan
further talks on
infrastructure

Associated Press 

Gas shortages at the pumps have spread

from the South, all but emptying stations in

Washington, D.C., following a ransomware

cyberattack that forced a shutdown of the

nation’s largest gasoline pipeline. Though

the pipeline operator paid a ransom, restor-

ing service was taking time.

As Georgia-based Colonial Pipeline re-

ported making “substantial progress” in

restoring full service, two people briefed on

the matter confirmed that the company had

paid the criminals a ransom of about $5 mil-

lion in cryptocurrency for the software de-

cryption key required to unscramble their

data network. The people spoke on condition

they not be further identified because they

were not authorized to divulge the informa-

tion. Bloomberg first reported the payment.

President Joe Biden, when asked by a re-

porter on Thursday if he had been briefed

about the ransom payment, said “I have no

comment on that.”

Biden also said that his administration

“will pursue a measure to disrupt their abil-

ity to operate. And our Justice Department

has launched a new task force dedicated to

prosecuting ransomware hackers to the full

extent of the law.”

The tracking service GasBuddy.com on

Friday showed that 88% of gas stations were

out of fuel in the nation’s capital, about half

were out in Virginia and 42% of Maryland

stations were dry. Nearly 70% of stations

were without gas in North Carolina, and

about half were tapped out in Georgia and

South Carolina.

Colonial said Thursday that operations

had restarted and gasoline deliveries were

being made in all of its markets, but it would

take “several days” to return to normal, and

some areas may experience “intermittent

service interruptions during this startup pe-

riod.”

A cyberattack by hackers who lock up

computer systems and demand a ransom to

release them hit the pipeline on May 7. The

hackers didn’t take control of the pipeline’s

operations, but Colonial shut them down to

prevent the malware from impacting its in-

dustrial control systems.

Biden said U.S. officials do not believe the

Russian government was involved, but said

“we do have strong reason to believe that the

criminals who did the attack are living in

Russia. That’s where it came from.”

Biden has promised aggressive action

against DarkSide, the Russian-speaking

ransomware syndicate responsible for the

attack. 

Gas shortages from attack
intensifying in the DC area

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republicans vaulted

Rep. Elise Stefanik into the ranks of House

leadership Friday, electing an ardent Do-

nald Trump defender in hopes of calming

their searing civil war over the deposed

Rep. Liz Cheney’s unremitting combat with

the former president. 

Stefanik, R-N.Y., a moderate turned

Trump loyalist who’s given voice to many

of his false claims about election fraud, was

elected as expected to the No. 3 post that

Cheney, R-Wyo., held for over two years. 

Backed by Trump and the House’s top

two Republicans, Stefanik defeated chal-

lenger Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, by 134-46

in a secret ballot vote conducted behind

closed doors. A member of the conserva-

tive House Freedom Caucus, Roy was a

prohibitive long shot whose candidacy

seemed a signal to GOP leaders that hard-

right Republicans expect a robust voice

moving forward. 

Stefanik, 36, gives Republicans a chance

to try changing the subject from the acri-

monious fight over the defiant Cheney by

installing a Trump loyalist in a visible role. 

But GOP schisms are unlikely to vanish

quickly. Many hard-right conservatives

have misgivings about Stefanik’s centrist

voting record, tensions remain raw over

Trump’s taut hold on the party and Che-

ney’s rancorous ouster, and Cheney has

said she will remain a vocal foe of Trump. 

Trump issued a statement congratulat-

ing Stefanik, adding, “The House GOP is

united and the Make America Great Again

movement is Strong!” 

House Republicans elect Trump
defender Stefanik to No. 3 post

Associated Press 
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WASHINGTON — U.S. restau-

rants and stores are rapidly rais-

ing pay in an urgent effort to at-

tract more applicants and keep up

with a flood of customers as the

pandemic eases. 

McDonald’s, Sheetz and Chi-

potle are just some of the latest

companies to follow Amazon,

Walmart and Costco in boosting

wages, in some cases to $15 an

hour or higher. 

The pay gains are, of course, a

boon to these employees. Restau-

rants, bars, hotels and stores re-

main the lowest-paying industri-

es, and many of their workers ran

the risk of contracting COVID-19

on the job over the past year while

white-collar employees were

able to work from home. Still, the

pay increases could contribute to

higher inflation if companies

raise prices to cover the addition-

al labor costs. Some businesses,

however, could absorb the costs

or invest over time in automation

to offset higher wages.

States and cities are easing

business restrictions as CO-

VID-19 deaths and cases plum-

met, and in places like Florida,

Nevada and Texas, restaurant

traffic is above or near pre-pan-

demic levels, according to Open-

Table, a software provider to the

industry. 

Many companies say they are

struggling to find workers. 

“Customers are coming back

faster than restaurants can staff

up,” said Josh Bivens, research

director at the left-leaning Eco-

nomic Policy Institute. “By rais-

ing pay, they are able to get more

workers in the door.” 

In April, even as overall hiring

slowed, a category that includes

restaurants, hotels and entertain-

ment venues hired more new

workers than it did the previous

month, a sign the extra pay is

working. 

McDonald’s on Thursday said

it will raise pay for workers in its

650 company-owned stores to an

average of $15 an hour by 2024.

Entry-level employees will make

$11 an hour. The company is urg-

ing its 14,000 franchised restau-

rants to make the same changes. 

Also on Thursday, Amazon

said it will pay new hires $17 an

hour, as it seeks to add 75,000 new

workers. The online giant said it is

offering a $100 bonus for new

hires who have been vaccinated. 

Sheetz, a mid-Atlantic conve-

nience store chain, said Monday it

is giving its 18,000 employees a

$2-an-hour raise and an addition-

al $1 an hour for the summer. 

Across the restaurant industry,

the pay gains have largely return-

ed overall wages to the same

growth trend they were on before

the pandemic, Bivens said. He ex-

pects the increases to climb above

that trend in the coming months. 

Consumer prices rose 0.3% at

restaurants in April, far less than

their labor costs that month. That

suggests many restaurants are

accepting smaller profits rather

than passing on the costs to cus-

tomers, Bivens said. Restaurant

prices have risen 3.8% in the past

year, which is above pre-pan-

demic levels. 

Worries about higher inflation

have dominated financial mar-

kets after consumer prices jump-

ed 4.2% in April compared with a

year earlier, the biggest gain in 13

years. But the rise was driven

largely by soaring used car prices

and more expensive airline tick-

ets, not higher labor costs. 

In a sign that companies in gen-

eral are struggling to add work-

ers, the number of available jobs

in the U.S. shot to 8.2 million at the

end of March. Yet employers add-

ed just 266,000 jobs in April, far

fewer than the previous month. 

Some of the unemployed are

reluctant to return to work for

fear of contracting COVID-19,

while many women have left the

workforce to take care of children

who are still in online school. Be-

cause of an extra $300 in unem-

ployment aid, some of the jobless

are receiving more in benefits

than they earned at their old jobs.

US restaurants, stores rapidly raising pay
Associated Press

MUSKOGEE, Okla. — Netflix’s

“Tiger King” star Jeff Lowe and

his wife are willing to give up their

big cats to resolve a Justice De-

partment civil complaint against

them over the animals’ care, their

attorney told a federal judge. 

At a hearing Wednesday where

the judge found the couple in con-

tempt for violating a previous or-

der regarding the big cats, attor-

ney Daniel Card said the Lowes

“want out completely.” 

Jeff Lowe took over the Greater

Wynnewood Exotic Animal Park

from founder Joe Exotic in 2016.

Lowe and his wife displayed big

cats there until shutting down the

park in August. They then moved

to a new facility in Thackerville. 

The civil complaint, filed in No-

vember, accused the Lowes of re-

curring inhumane treatment and

improper handling of animals pro-

tected by the Endangered Species

Act. U.S. District Judge John F.
Heil III in January issued an order
that, among other things, required
the couple to prevent breeding; to
relinquish all of their lion and tiger
cubs to the federal government;
and not to exhibit any of their big
cats. 

The judge in March found that
the Lowes had violated his order,
and on Wednesday fined them
$1,000 per day until they get in
compliance, according to The Ok-
lahoman. 

Jeff Lowe was one of the central
characters in the Netflix series
that became a pop culture phe-
nomenon last year. The series fo-
cused on Joe Exotic, a pseudonym
for Joseph Maldonado-Passage.
He is serving 22 years in federal
prison for violating federal wildlife
laws and for his role in a failed
murder-for-hire plot targeting his
chief rival, Carole Baskin, who
runs a rescue sanctuary for big
cats in Florida. 

Lawyer: ‘Tiger King’ star
willing to give up big cats

Associated Press

DENVER — The pilot of an air-

plane that collided with another mid-

air near Denver requested an emer-

gency landing for engine failure, not

knowing that his plane was nearly

ripped in half, according to air traffic

control audio. Miraculously, both

planes landed and no one was hurt, of-

ficials said. 

The planes were getting ready to

land at a small regional airport in a

Denver suburb Wednesday when

they collided, according to the Nation-

al Transportation Safety Board and

South Metro Fire Rescue. 

The pilot who requested the emer-

gency landing was the only person

aboard a twin-engine Fairchild Met-

roliner that landed at Centennial Air-

port despite major damage to its tail

section. The plane is owned by Col-

orado-based Key Lime Air, which op-

erates cargo aircraft. 

“Looks like the right engine failed,

so I’m gonna continue my landing

here,” the pilot said in an audio clip

with air traffic control. 

Experts say the positive outcome of
the collision was a combination of
luck and advanced life-saving tech-
nology. 

“It’s very rare for me to be able to
say ‘midair’ and ‘no fatalities’ in the
same sentence,” said Joseph LoRus-
so, a Broomfield, Colo.-based aviation
attorney and commercially rated pi-
lot. 

The damage to the Metroliner's
rear fuselage was in the “perfect loca-
tion,” said Anthony Brickhouse, an
associate professor of aerospace and
occupational safety at the Daytona
Beach, Fla., campus of Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University. 

“If it was the flight deck: Bad out-
come. The wings: Bad outcome. The
tail: Bad outcome. It happened in the
perfect place for the pilot to make it
down,” he said. 

The second plane, a single-engine
2016 Cirrus SR22, was rented by In-
dependence Aviation, the company
said in a statement. Its pilot success-
fully deployed the Cirrus Airframe
Parachute System designed to slow
the craft’s descent after a collision.

No one hurt after 2 planes
collide midair in Colorado

Associated Press 
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Teen hospitalized after
being impaled by javelin

NJ
TOMS RIVER — A

teenager was taken to a

hospital after he was impaled by

a javelin at a track-and-field

event in New Jersey, police said

Police were called to Donovan

Catholic High School in Toms

River late Tuesday afternoon

where officers found the javelin

impaled in the 16-year-old Pine

Beach resident’s right thigh.

There was no sign of bleeding

and the boy was able to talk with

medical responders, police said. 

He was taken to Jersey Shore

University Medical Center. The

extent of his injuries was not

known. It was not clear if the boy

is a student at the school or if he

was particiating in the event.

Police: Robbery suspect,
11, was driving stolen car

CA
SAN LEANDRO —

An 11-year-old and a

17-year-old were arrested

Wednesday on suspicion of rob-

bing an 80-year-old California

man, and police said the 11-year-

old was driving a stolen car. 

The robbery victim, an Asian

man, was walking in a residen-

tial area of San Leandro when he

was attacked and robbed by the

two juveniles, KRON-TV report-

ed. 

Police tracked down the sus-

pects and said the 11-year-old

was behind the wheel of a vehi-

cle stolen during a carjacking in

Oakland on Monday.

Vulture invasion besets
neighborhood residents

FL
TAMPA — Residents

of a Florida neighbor-

hood say they are beset by an in-

vasion of turkey vultures that

are damaging homes and caus-

ing major messes.

Resident Judy Oliveri told

WFLA-TV that her neighbor-

hood in the Tampa suburb of

Westchase is overrun with the

large black birds, and they’ve

been multiplying since they

showed up three years ago.

“We could have 20 to 25 vul-

tures on our roofs. They land on

our screens, their under-feath-

ers are all over the roof, their

droppings are all over the

place,” Oliveri said. 

Other homeowners say it’s

possible the vultures were dislo-

cated from their previous hab-

itat by ongoing development in

the area.

Residents say the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture has prom-

ised to remove the vultures, but

no timetable has been set.

Police: 2-year-old shoots,
wounds parents at home

ME
WEST BATH — A 2-

year-old boy in

Maine shot and wounded his

parents Wednesday after dis-

covering a handgun on a night-

stand, police said.

The 22-year-old mother was

hit in the leg, the 25-year-old fa-

ther suffered a minor head inju-

ry and the boy was injured by the

recoil of the weapon when a sin-

gle shot was fired, Sagadahoc

County Sheriff Joel Merry said.

All three went to the hospital. 

“This situation, while disturb-

ing, could have had an even

more tragic ending. We are

thankful that the injuries were

not more serious,” Merry said.

The parents were in bed when

the 9mm semiautomatic hand-

gun discharged, and the father

dialed 911 shortly before 8 a.m.,

the sheriff said.

The incident remains under

investigation by the sheriff’s de-

partment and the district attor-

ney, Merry said.

Man struck and killed 
by his own vehicle

SD
SIOUX FALLS — A

Sioux Falls man has

died after he was hit by his own

car, according to police. 

The 41-year-old man was driv-

ing his car in eastern Sioux Falls

and struck the back of a Jeep

Cherokee on Tuesday afternoon. 

The SUV was stopped in traf-

fic at an intersection and waiting

to make a left turn when it was

struck by the car, according to

police spokesman Sam Clemens.

As the man stepped out of his

car, it started to go in reverse and

the victim got caught under the

vehicle as it began making cir-

cles. The car then ran over the

man, fatally injuring him, the Ar-

gus Leader reported. The car

eventually stopped when it

crashed into a nearby pickup.

The victim has not been identi-

fied. 

Officials: Big cat seen on
door camera is cougar

KS
WICHITA — A door-

bell camera captured

video of a mountain lion trotting

along a residential back alley in

Wichita earlier this week, Kan-

sas wildlife officials confirmed.

Kansas Department of Wild-

life Research Biologist Matt

Peek said it’s the first confirmed

cougar sighting in Wichita,

KAKE reported.

The video was captured on

Cris Boyle’s doorbell camera,

showing the large cat padding

along the alleyway in the River-

side neighborhood. The wildcat

can even be heard growling as it

passes by Boyle’s house. 

Wildlife officials have notified

Wichita police of the sighting,

Peek said.

“So that if somebody does call

up and say, you know, there’s a

mountain lion in the tree in my

yard, that they take it seriously

because it is possible,” he said.

Couple charged with
stealing from widow, 85

TN
FRANKLIN — A Ten-

nessee exterminator

who posed as the relative of an

85-year-old widow with demen-

tia has been charged with de-

frauding the woman out of near-

ly $1.7 million, according to a

criminal complaint unsealed

Wednesday.

Karl Hampton, 63, and his

wife, Deborah Hampton, 59,

were arrested at their Franklin

home on federal fraud and mon-

ey laundering charges, accord-

ing to a statement from Mary

Jane Stewart, the Acting U.S. At-

torney for the Middle District of

Tennessee. 

The complaint alleged Karl

Hampton met the 85-year-old

victim while he was working as

an exterminator for a pest con-

trol company where he provided

services for her home from 2016-

2019.

Prosecutors accused Karl

Hampton of deceiving the wom-

an, who was suffering from cog-

nitive decline, into believing that

he was a relative and that he

would take care of her and her fi-

nances.

He was able to convince her to

sign over her power of attorney

and name him in a trust and in

her will, eventually draining her

bank accounts, taking out a

$500,000 line of credit in her

name and accumulating large

charges on her credit cards, ac-

cording to the U.S. Justice De-

partment. 

— From wire reports



PAGE 6 • S T R I P E S L I T E • Friday, May 14, 2021

DENVER — Tyson Jost

scored two of Colorado’s five sec-

ond-period goals and the Ava-

lanche clinched the West Divi-

sion and the top overall seed in

the NHL playoffs with a 5-1 victo-

ry over the Los Angeles Kings on

Thursday night. 

Pierre-Edouard Bellemare,

Joonas Donskoi and Andre Bura-

kovsky also sco red in the pivotal

period. Backup Jonas Johansson

made 21 saves to help the Ava-

lanche finish 7-1 against the

Kings this season. 

Colorado and Vegas both fin-

ished with 82 points, but the Avs

earned the division crown and

the Presidents’ Trophy —

awarded to the team with the

best regular-season mark — on

regulation wins. The Avalanche

won the Presidents’ Trophy for

the first time since 2000-01, when

they went on to hoist the Stanley

Cup. 

Colorado begins a first-round

series Monday against St. Louis. 

Sean Walker scored for the

Kings. 

Blues 7, Wild 3: David Per-

ron, Brayden Schenn, and Jor-

dan Kyrou each scored twice and

St. Louis scored seven straight

goals to erase a first-period def-

icit and beat visiting Minnesota. 

Zach Sanford also scored and

Jordan Binnington made 16

saves. The Blues are locked into

fourth place in the West Division. 

Nico Sturm, Marcus Foligno,

and Ryan Suter scored and Kap-

po Kahkonen stopped 20 shots

for Minnesota, locked into third

place in the West. 

Flames 4, Canucks 1: Elias

Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk

each had a goal and an assist in

host Calgary’s victory over Van-

couver.

Rasmus Andersson and An-

drew Mangiapane also scored,

Jacob Markstrom made 24 saves

and Johnny Gaudreau had two

assists. Matthew Highmore

scored for Vancouver. 

Eliminated from playoff con-

tention, Calgary and Vancouver

will meet three more times while

the postseason gets underway.

They are making up games lost

when the coronavirus swept

through the Canucks and sus-

pended their season for three

weeks. 

The Canucks will play at Ed-

monton on Saturday, then close

the season against the Flames

with games in Vancouver on

Sunday and Tuesday and Cal-

gary on Wednesday. 

Avalanche beat Kings, clinch No. 1 seed
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Goalie Juuse Saros

is the biggest reason the Nashville Predators

went from a potential NHL draft lottery team

to their seventh straight playoff appearance. 

How long they stick around will depend on

how well Saros keeps playing in net. 

“You want to just play better for him be-

cause he’s been playing so good,” Predators

forward Tanner Jeannot said of Saros. “It

gives you confidence to know he’s going to

make that save when you need it.” 

The 26-year-old Finn has put together a

season worthy of Vezina Trophy considera-

tion and maybe even a few Hart Trophy

votes. Saros, who posted a career-high 21 vic-

tories, was at his best since returning in the

middle of March from an upper-body injury.

He led the NHL over his last 23 games with a

.945 save percentage and posted all three of

his shutouts since March 23, second-most in

the league in that span. 

For the season among NHL goaltenders

playing at least 25 games, Saros tied for sec-

ond in save percentage (.927), tied for fifth

with his three shutouts and fourth with a 2.28

goals-against average and sixth in wins. He

led NHL goalies with a .942 even-strength

save percentage. 

Nashville coach John Hynes credits Saros

with learning from 2018 Vezina Trophy win-

ner Pekka Rinne on how to handle the mental

preparation of being the No. 1 goalie. The 5-

foot-11 Saros, who's 6 inches shorter than

Rinne, also has grown into understanding

how he needs to play in net. 

“He is a very smart goalie," Hynes said. "I

think he reads plays very well, he's position-

ally sound.” 

Saros did give up seven goals in back-to-

back losses to Carolina in mid-April before

holding the Hurricanes to just one goal May 8

as Nashville clinched the Central Division's

No. 4 seed. 

The top-seeded Hurricanes host Nashville

on Monday night in Game 1, and defenseman

Dougie Hamilton said he's heard how well

Saros has played down the stretch. 

“Everyone has good goalies at this point,”

Hamilton said. "To win games, you need good

goaltending. So we’re going to have to find

ways to make it hard for him and see if we can

do that and challenge him., and hopefully we

can get some by him.” 

Saros has plenty of company streaking into

the NHL postseason: 

Connor McDavid: The Edmonton captain

is in a class by himself with a league-high 104

points in 55 games as the likely Hart Trophy

winner as the NHL's MVP. The Oilers will be

playing Winnipeg in their first-round series,

the team McDavid had the most points

against this season with 22 in nine games

played. 

High­scoring rookie: Kirill Kaprizov not

only is the top scoring rookie in the NHL, he’s

also Minnesota’s hottest player as the Wild

look to win their first playoff series since

2015. 

He had a career-best six-game point

streak with five goals and five assists

snapped in a loss to St. Louis on Wednesday

night. He also just posted a four-game, multi-

point streak that’s the longest by a rookie in

franchise history. He has 16 points (11 goals, 5

assists) in his last 13 games. 

Canes'  Aho:  Carolina center Sebastian

Aho ranked second only to McDavid and

Brad Marchand for most points since April 6

with 24. He also had a nine-game point streak

that ended May 4, and now he goes into the

postseason without a point in three straight

games. 

Hot teams: Since acquiring Taylor Hall at

the NHL trade deadline, the Boston Bruins

have been the league's hottest team going 12-

4-1. They're 15-6-2 over their last 23 games. 

Pittsburgh has won eight of its last 10 going

into its first-round series with the New York

Islanders. 

And Presidents' Trophy winner Colorado

now has home-ice advantage through the

playoffs. The Avalanche have won nine

straight at home and are 16-0-1 over their last

17 games, matching the franchise record for

longest home point streak set in 2002-03. 

Toronto, which opens its first-round series

with Montreal on Thursday, has won four

straight at home. 

Something has to give: The Florida Pan-

thers enter the postseason on the NHL's long-

est active winning streak (six games). They

also enter on the longest active streak with-

out a series win (25 years). 

Florida’s only three series wins came dur-

ing its run to the Stanley Cup Final in 1996.

They were swept by Colorado in that series,

one where Joel Quenneville was an assistant

coach for the Avalanche. He’s now coaching

the Panthers, trying to end the drought . 

Florida lost first-round series in 1997,

2000, 2012 and 2016, then lost to the New York

Islanders in the preliminary round during

the season restart last summer. 

Saros has Predators back in postseason
Associated Press 
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MILWAUKEE — St. Louis

Cardinals ace Jack Flaherty put

his frustrating history at Mil-

waukee’s American Family

Field behind him.

These days, Flaherty is find-

ing a way to win just about any-

where.

Flaherty became the major

leagues’ first seven-game win-

ner this year with a 2-0 victory

over Milwaukee on Thursday as

the Brewers’ Corbin Burnes ex-

tended his streak to 58 consec-

utive strikeouts before his first

walk.

Flaherty had been 0-3 with a

7.07 ERA at the ballpark.

“You’ve got to find a way to

push that to the side and focus

on staying present,” Flaherty

said. “All those things happened

in the past.”

Flaherty (7-0) allowed four

hits, struck out six and walked

two to help the Cardinals win a

three-game series that featured

dominant starting pitching. No-

lan Arenado’s first-inning RBI

single that put St. Louis ahead

for good marked the only time in

this series that either team

scored before the sixth inning.

Indians 4, Mariners 2: Zach

Plesac came within six outs of

ending Cleveland’s 40-year no-

hitter drought, keeping host

Seattle hitless into the eighth in-

ning to spoil the anticipated de-

buts of prospects Jarred Kelen-

ic and Logan Gilbert.

Rays 9, Yankees 0: Rich Hill

(2-1) joined Cy Young and Nolan

Ryan as the only pitchers to

strike out nine against New

York at age 41 or older, and host

Tampa Bay avoided getting

swept in a three-game series.

Blue Jays 8, Braves 4: Bo Bi-

chette hit a go-ahead, two-run

double in the ninth inning and

visiting Toronto rallied yet

again to beat Atlanta and sweep

all six games between the teams

this season. 

Astros  4,  Rangers  3  (11):

Myles Straw scored on a wild

pitch in the 11th inning to give

host Houston a win over Texas. 

After the Rangers loaded the

bases with an intentional walk

to Alex Bregman that brought

up Chas McCormick, reliever

Brett Martin (0-1) uncorked a

1-2 pitch that bounced away,

and Straw raced home from

third. 

White Sox 4, Twins 2: Tim

Anderson and Jake Lamb

homered, Billy Hamilton made

a leaping catch at the wall to end

a bases-loaded threat and host

Chicago beat Minnesota for its

sixth straight win. 

Nationals 5, Phillies 1: Josh

Bell and Kyle Schwarber hit

two-run homers in the first in-

ning, Patrick Corbin (2-3) con-

tinued his resurgence with sev-

en solid innings and host Wash-

ington beat Philadelphia to end

a four-game slide.

Giants 3, Pirates 1: Anthony

DeSclafani (3-1) allowed one hit

over five scoreless innings and

Steven Duggar hit his first home

run in nearly two years to lead

visiting San Francisco past

Pittsburgh.

Red Sox 8, Athletics 1: Xan-

der Bogaerts and Bobby Dalbec

each hit a two-run home run,

and host Boston avoided a

sweep against Oakland.

Tigers 4, Royals 3: Michael

Fulmer shut down a ninth-in-

ning rally for his second save,

and host Detroit extended Kan-

sas City’s losing streak to 11

games.

Rockies 13,  Reds  8: Josh

Fuentes homered for the second

straight game to back seven

shutout innings from Chi Chi

Gonzalez (2-1), and host Colora-

do held on against Cincinnati.

Marlins 5, Diamondbacks 1:

Trevor Rogers (5-2) pitched six

strong innings and Jesús Agui-

lar had three more hits to lead

visiting Miami over Arizona.

Flaherty, Cardinals shut out Brewers
Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — Midnight Bourbon

hopes to take a path to the winner’s circle at

the Preakness that has successfully been

run before — 30 years ago. 

Hansel was the horse hyped to win the

Kentucky Derby three decades ago but

struggled in the first leg of the Triple

Crown. He was an afterthought going into

the Preakness before winning it. 

Hansel’s jockey Jerry Bailey sees similar

potential in Midnight Bourbon.

“He had been so consistent — he had

never been out of the top three,” Bailey,

now an NBC Sports analyst, said of Mid-

night Bourbon. “He’s the most likely of

those type of horses that have always been

consistent and wasn’t there in the Derby

and now everybody’s writing him off.” 

While Derby winner Medina Spirit will

likely be the Preakness favorite if drug

tests clear him to run, fellow Bob Baffert-

trained Concert Tour and typically front-

running Midnight Bourbon are the top

challengers in Saturday’s race. 

Midnight Bourbon was installed on the

morning line as the third betting choice at

5-1 behind 9-5 favorite Medina Spirit and

5-2 Concert Tour. The oddsmakers certain-

ly think Midnight Bourbon stands a good

chance of handling the 10-horse field in the

Preakness better than he did 19 in the Der-

by, when he finished sixth. 

“I’m very confident because of who he is

physically,” trainer Steve Asmussen said.

“He’s very strong physically and his energy

level’s been very high since the Derby, so I

do think that it’s helpful with him.” 

Jockey Mike Smith, who jumped ship to

Concert Tour, said Midnight Bourbon

stumbled out of the starting gate in the Der-

by. A cleaner start would allow the colt to

better run the race he’s accustomed to from

closer to the lead. 

If Medina Spirit isn’t scratched for a

problem stemming from additional tests

agreed to by Baffert’s camp and Maryland

racing officials, he’s expected to be on the

lead again with stablemate Concert Tour.

Bailey pointed out trainers have run mul-

tiple horses with different owners in the

Preakness before, but this one is more com-

plicated because they have the same run-

ning style and could wear each other down. 

“The only thing I’d worry about is if they

get in each other’s way in a race,” assistant

trainer Jimmy Barnes said. “You’ve got to

give them all a fair shot, and the best horse

will win.” 

A speed duel on the lead could set up well

for Chad Brown’s two entries, 10-1 Crowd-

ed Trade or 15-1 Risk Taking, Michael

McCarthy’s 12-1 Rombauer or Robertino

Diodoro’s 15-1 Keepmeinmind, who fin-

ished seventh in the Derby. 

“On paper I think there’s definitely

enough pace, and the smaller field helps,”

Diodoro said. “We’re going to stay on the

rail as long as we can this time.” 

Or Baffert’s horses could run slow

enough early to set up something of a match

race down the stretch.

“He’s definitely not going to send two

(horses to the lead), but at the same time

there’s a concern that they could control

the pace, his two horses,” Diodoro said.

“We’re not going to change our running

style.”

A couple of challengers loom for Medina Spirit
Associated Press 
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PHOENIX — Devin Booker

made two free throws with 2.4

seconds remaining to give the

Phoenix Suns a 118-117 victory

over the Portland Trail Blazers

on Thursday night. 

Phoenix moved within a

game of Utah for the No. 1 seed

in the NBA and Western Confer-

ence with two games to play. 

Booker’s foul shots were set

up when Portland’s Robert Co-

vington was fouled and missed

both free throws with 4.4 sec-

onds left, giving the Suns one

last chance. Booker was fouled

by Norman Powell as he went

up for a jumper. 

Portland’s C.J. McCollum

missed a three-point shot at the

buzzer — after an apparent

over-and-back violation — to

end it. 

Chris Paul led Phoenix with

26 points on 11-for-14 shooting.

Mikal Bridges had 21 points and

11 rebounds, and Booker had 18

points but shot just 5-for-17

from the field. 

Damian Lillard scored a

game-high 41 points on 16-

for-23 shooting for Portland,

which had its five-game win-

ning streak stopped. McCollum

had 27 points. 

Heat 106, 76ers 94: Jimmy

Butler scored 21 points, Bam

Adebayo had 18 points and 12

rebounds and Miami beat visit-

ing Philadelphia to hold onto the

No. 5 spot in the Eastern Confer-

ence. 

Tobias Harris scored 21

points, Shake Milton added 12

and Danny Green had 11 for Phi-

ladelphia, which could have

wrapped up the East’s No. 1 seed

with a win. Joel Embiid, who

was dealing with the flu earlier

in the week, managed only six

points on 3-for-9 shooting. 

Miami is 39-31, tied with No. 4

Atlanta and No. 6 New York.

The Hawks hold a tiebreaker

over the Heat; the Heat hold a

tiebreaker over the Knicks. 

Knicks 102, Spurs 98: Alec

Burks scored a season-high 30

points in his return from a

three-game absence and host

New York kept up its chase of

home-court advantage in the

playoffs by rallying to beat San

Antonio.

The Spurs secured the final

spot in the Western Conference

play-in tournament later when

Sacramento lost at Memphis. 

Julius Randle had 25 points,

nine rebounds and nine assists

for the Knicks. They are a half-

game behind Atlanta as they

battle the Hawks and Miami for

the No. 4 seed in the Eastern

Conference. 

Bucks 142, Pacers 133: At

Indianapolis, Giannis Anteto-

kounmpo had 40 points, 15 re-

bounds and six assists and vis-

iting Milwaukee wore down

short-handed Indiana. 

The Bucks moved within a

game of the Brooklyn Nets for

the Eastern Conference’s No. 2

playoff seed. 

Hawks 116, Magic 93: Bog-

dan Bogdanovich scored 27

points, Trae Young added 18

and Atlanta beat visiting Orlan-

do for its third straight victory. 

Atlanta has the NBA’s longest

active home winning streak at

10 games and has won 18 of its

last 20 at State Farm Arena. 

Clippers 113,  Hornets  90:

Paul George had 20 points and

10 rebounds, Reggie Jackson

made five three-pointers and

had 19 points and Los Angeles

handed host Charlotte its fourth

loss in five games. 

Kawhi Leonard added 16

points and nine rebounds for the

Clippers. They are third in the

Western Conference, a game

ahead of Denver. 

Nuggets 114, Timberwolves

103: Nikola Jokic scored 16 of

his 31 points in the first quarter

in visiting Denver's victory over

Minnesota.

Bulls  114,  Raptors  102:

Zach LaVine scored 24 points,

Lauri Markkanen added 20 and

host Chicago beat short-handed

Toronto. 

The Bulls pulled within two

games of idle Washington with

two remaining for 10th place in

the Eastern Conference and the

final play-in spot. 

Grizzlies  116,  Kings  110:

Dillon Brooks scored 30 points

and Memphis beat visiting Sac-

ramento to eliminate the Kings

from Western Conference play-

in contention. 

Booker’s free throws lift Suns over Blazers
Associated Press

Incoming Pac-12 Commission-

er George Kliavkoff introduced

himself to the world of college

sports by taking one particularly

notable position. 

The College Football Playoff

needs to be expanded beyond its

current four-team format, he

said. 

“I was not expecting to make

news,” Kliavkoff told AP in a

phone interview after his intro-

ductory new conference Thurs-

day. 

“But if you’ve been paying at-

tention the last couple of weeks to

the moves that have been made

both in announcements related to

the contemplation of the expan-

sion of college football playoffs

and also some of the NIL (name,

image and likeness) legislation

and timing ... I thought on both of

those it was important to get our

positions at least publicly an-

nounced even if they are not solid-

ified in detail,” he said.

Acouple of weeks ago, CFP ex-

ecutive director Bill Hancock re-

vealed in a Friday news release

that was both surprisingly forth-

coming and typically coy that the

playoff management committee

was ready to give serious consid-

eration to changing the format. 

There was no commitment to

anything beyond a thorough con-

versation, but the mere mention

that a subcommittee of confer-

ence commissioners and Notre

Dame’s athletic director had been

studying more than 63 possible

playoff permutations, ranging

from six teams to 16, caused a stir. 

On June 17 at the Big Ten offic-

es in Chicago, the subcommittee

is scheduled to present a report on

expansion to the full manage-

ment committee. 

When Kliavkoff officially suc-

ceeds Larry Scott and takes over

as Pac-12 commissioner on July 1

he also gets a seat on the CFP

management committee with the

rest of the FBS conference lead-

ers. 

His last day in his current job as

president of sports and entertain-

ment for MGM Resorts in Las Ve-

gas is June 4. Kliavkoff said he

was hoping to take a little down

time between the end of his ten-

ure at MGM and the beginning of

his time with the Pac-12. 

“But I will be in constant com-

munication with Larry (Scott)

about how we represent the

Pac-12 in the transition period to

make sure that our thoughts on

the expansion are well under-

stood,” Kliavkoff said, adding

with a bit of a laugh: “Chicago is

lovely in June.” 

The Pac-12 has sent a team to

the playoff just twice since it start-

ed in 2014, and the conference has

been shutout since 2016. 

With every season the Pac-12 is

left out of the CFP, elite high

school players see the conference

as less-than compared with the

other Power Five leagues. 

No better example of the

Pac-12’s tarnished reputation will

be found this season than at Ala-

bama and Clemson, where the su-

perpower football programs are

each expected to start a former

five-star high school quarterback

from southern California, the

heart of Pac-12 territory.

New commissioner for Pac-12 favors expanding playoff
Associated Press 
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