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Pentagon eyes random virus testing

By COREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon will
likely never have enough supplies to test
the entire U.S. military, but leaders aim to
test random units to improve their under-
standing of the scope of asymptomatic car-
riers in the ranks.

Defense Secretary Mark Esper said
Tuesday that some two months into the
coronavirus pandemic that the military
has little idea how many of its troops are
actually carrying the virus without experi-
encing the telltale symptoms such as fever
and breathing difficulties. The Pentagon
knows 4,967 troops had tested positive for
the disease, of which 100 had spent some
time in a hospital battling the virus, 1,844
had recovered, and two of its service mem-
bers died of complications caused by the ill-
ness, according to data released Tuesday.

The Defense Department has placed its
troops into four tiered groups to prioritize
those who must be tested. Esper said the
Pentagon now needs to test 56,000 service
members each week to achieve its goals,
and those numbers are likely to rise in the

future.

The Pentagon’s first priority is to test
its troops deemed tier 1 — those respon-
sible for the nation’s nuclear enterprise,
including service members on submarines
and bomber aircraft capable of deploying
nuclear weapons and those responsible for
U.S.-based ballistic missile silos. Those
troops have all been tested, said Army
Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

DOD is now working through testing
its entire second tier, consisting of those
now deployed to support ongoing combat
or other operations around the globe. The
third tier in the Pentagon’s coronavirus
testing priorities are troops preparing to
deploy or those preparing to return home.

The rest of the Pentagon’s service mem-
bers make up the largest group, tier 4, and
its lowest priority for testing. Those are
troops who are for the foreseeable future
expected to remain at their home stations
— where they are confined largely due to
a near-universal, stop-movement order for
nonessential travel. It is those units within
tier 4 that Esper wants to test randomly in

a program that he has dubbed “sentinel
testing.”

“We say this group out here, we haven’t
seen anything from them, but let’s test just
in case,” the defense secretary said Tues-
day during a news briefing. “And we’ll see
if there’s carriers out there, and it helps us
sharpen our focus.”

Esper did not say when such testing could
begin, how often the Pentagon plans to con-
duct it or how widespread it would be. The
defense secretary said the program is still
being shaped as the Pentagon is working
to build up its coronavirus-testing supply
base while simultaneously expanding the
number of troops it tests every day.

Pentagon officials first realized the scope
of potential asymptomatic carriers within
its ranks as it worked through testing the
entire crew of the aircraft carrier USS
Theodore Roosevelt. In the month after its
first cases were found within flight crews
aboard the massive ship, more than 1,000
sailors contracted the virus — the majority
without experiencing symptoms.

Navy SEAL recruits train while social distancing

Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Navy SEAL
recruits and their instructors
are being tested for the corona-
virus as the candidates in one
of the military’s most gruel-
ing programs return to train-
ing with new social distancing
guidelines, a top official said
Tuesday.

Everyone in the first phase of
training will be tested to try to
detect if anyone is infected but
asymptomatic, Capt. Bart Ran-
dall said. The rapid tests to be
administered this week to 170
recruits and instructors are
part of a Defense Department
pilot project.

“Ideally we’ll get any asymp-
tomatic shedders out of the

population to help keep the rest
of the guys safe,” said Randall,
the Naval Special Warfare Cen-
ter’s commodore.

The recruits returned to
training Monday after classes
were paused March 16 as lead-
ers established safety stan-
dards amid the pandemic.

There are noticeable
differences.

Each recruit is checked daily
for symptoms of the virus. In-
structors are wearing masks
and surgical gloves and shout-
ing into megaphones rather
than recruits’ faces. Only a
limited number of SEAL train-
ees are allowed into classrooms
at a time or during swims and
runs.

No positive cases have been
found so far at the training
school for the SEAL recruits or
candidates for special warfare
boat operators, Randall said.

Anyone showing symptoms
of the virus will be immedi-
ately pulled from training and
evaluated by a medical team
and placed into quarantine if
determined to be a potential
case, Randall said.

The SEAL program tests
participants’ physical and psy-
chological strength along with
water competency and leader-
ship skills.

It starts at the Naval station
in Great Lakes, Ill., and typi-
cally ends 65 weeks later with
graduation in Coronado, across
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the bay from San Diego. Each
graduate is awarded the special
warfare insignia known as the
Trident that denotes member-
ship in the elite fighting force:
The pin features a golden eagle
wrapped around a U.S. Navy
anchor, while clutching a three-
prong trident, and a flintlock
style pistol.

The program is so grueling
that 75% of candidates drop out
by the end of the first month in
phase one.

Medical crews will be
watching closely this year to
ensure any coughs or other
flu-like symptoms that often
are produced by the strenuous
workouts are not a sign of the
coronavirus, Randall said.



&

Page 2 *STRIPES LITE®

Wednesday, May 6, 2020

B-1B hombers in Baltics for NATO training

By JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

Two B-1B Lancers arrived in the Baltics
to work with NATO allies this week, mark-
ing the heavy bombers’ first flights to Eu-
rope in about 18 months.

After crossing the Atlantic, the Ells-
worth Air Force Base, S.D.-based bomb-
ers flew with Danish F-16s over Bornholm
Island, east of mainland Denmark, and
worked with Estonian ground forces to
provide close air support training, U.S. Air
Forces in Europe — Air Forces Africa said
in a statement Wednesday.

The training also included overflights of
Lithuania and Latvia.

“Integrating bomber missions with our

NATO allies and partners build enduring
relationships that are capable of confront-
ing a broad range of global challenges,”
said Gen. Jeff Harrigian, USAFE-AFAF-
RICA commander.

The strategic bombers participated in
the “Spring Storm” military exercise,
the Estonian Defense Ministry said in a
statement.

“It is important that our allies under-
stand that security cannot be put on pause
for the duration of the pandemic,” Estonian
Defense Minister Juri Luik said Tuesday,
the Baltic Times newspaper reported.

The Lancers were last in Europe in No-
vember 2018 supporting NATO’s Trident
Juncture exercise.

Strategic bomber deployments to Eu-

rope have become more frequent in recent
years, amid U.S. and European concerns
about potential Russian aggression. In
March, a flight of B-2 stealth bombers par-
ticipated in a series of training operations
on the Continent. And last August, the Air
Force deployed a similar B-2 bomber task
force to Europe.

The Air Force did not say how long the
Lancers would remain in Europe.

The Europe mission for the variable-
wing Rockwell jets came just after B-1B
bombers from Texas flew to the Western
Pacific region.

Four B-1Bs from Dyess Air Force Base
arrived in Guam on Friday to conduct
training and operations with allies and
partners, the Air Force said.

Marines help detain

Afghan forces: ISIS
fighters who attacked

unruly passenger

BY IMMANUEL JOHNSON
Stars and Stripes

Three Marines “stacked up”
outside the door of a jetliner’s
bathroom and detained a pas-
senger who had barricaded
himself inside and screamed
threats during a flight from
Japan to Texas.

Capt. Daniel Kult, Sgt. John
Dietrick and Pfc. Alexander
Meinhardt, all with 1st Battal-
ion, 6th Marines, were on their
way back stateside Monday
when they heard the disrup-
tion, the Marine Corps said in
a statement.

“We all heard the commo-
tion and instinctively knew
something needed to be done,”
Dietrick, an assault infantry
Marine, told Stars and Stripes
via text message Wednesday.

“The only thing that was
going through our heads was
to ensure the safety of all pas-
sengers on board and our fellow
Marines.”

The trio was about halfway
through a six-month deploy-
ment to Camp Schwab on OKi-
nawa as part of the service’s
Unit Deployment Program.

But for different reasons,
each was cleared to travel back
to the U.S. despite the Defense
Department’s coronavirus-re-
lated stop movement order.

“Honestly we just kind of
naturally positioned ourselves
in a manner to cover the exit
and cover each other,” Kult,
an infantry officer from Coon
Rapids, Iowa, told Stars and
Stripes.

They gathered in a tactical
“stack” at the lavatory and pre-
pared to subdue the passenger
as a flight attendant unlocked
the door.

They restrained him after
the flight crew provided flex
ties — locking plastic cable ties
often used as handcuffs.

After restraining the passen-
ger in a seat, they watched him
for the duration of the flight,
which was diverted to Los An-
geles International Airport, the
statement said.

The passenger was trans-
ported to a hospital for a mental
evaluation, and federal authori-
ties are investigating the inci-
dent, it said.

Bagram Killed in raid

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN

Stars and Stripes

KABUL, Afghanistan —
Five members of an Islamic
State terror cell that attacked
the largest American base in
Afghanistan earlier this year
were killed in a series of oper-
ations by Afghan commandos
in and around Kabul, Afghan
officials said Wednesday.

The terror cell, which was
blamed for two rocket attacks
on Bagram Airfield in recent
months and for firing rockets
at President Ashraf Ghani’s
inauguration in March, was
eliminated and its leader cap-
tured in three raids in north-
ern Kabul and a district just
outside the capital, said the
country’s main intelligence
agency, the National Director-
ate of Security.

A video released by the NDS
shows the bodies of men said
to be members of the cell. The
operations were conducted
Tuesday evening, an official
said in the video.

Eight fighters were arrested
during the raids, which were
carried out by special opera-
tions forces assigned to the
NDS, the agency said in a
statement.

No one was seriously injured
in the attacks on Bagram or
the presidential inaugura-
tion attacks, but 25 people, in-
cluding women and children,
were Killed in another attack
blamed on the group, in which
a gunman opened fire at a Sikh
temple in Kabul in March.

Besides being part of Islam-
ic State-Khorasan Province,
the terror cell was said by the
NDS to have ties to the Haqqa-
ni network, which is officially
part of the Taliban but main-
tains district command and
control over its own fighters.

Taliban spokesman Zabihul-
lah Mujahid said on Twitter
on Wednesday that none of
the group’s fighters are linked
to ISIS and rejected the NDS
statement as propaganda.

The Taliban and ISIS-K are
bitter enemies and regularly
clash on the battlefield.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling (202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to
SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Nominee Rateliffe vows
not to politicize intel info

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Rep. John
Ratcliffe, President Donald
Trump’s pick to be the nation’s
top intelligence official, was
nothing if not consistent as he
told lawmakers a dozen or so
times that he wouldn’t allow
politics to color information he
took to the president.

The senators kept asking
anyway as Trump’s firing or
forcing out of at least seven top
U.S. intelligence officials since
last summer overshadowed the
Texas Republican’s confirma-
tion hearing Tuesday.

The forced departures have
left the Office of the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence,
which oversees the nation’s 16
Spy agencies, without a single
Senate-confirmed leader as
the nation faces the COVID-19
pandemic, threats from Iran
and North Korea, Russian dis-
information campaigns to in-
terfere in the U.S. elections and
rising competition from China.
The turmoil has deepened
speculation that the president
is trying to place loyalists in
charge of the nation’s intelli-
gence apparatus.

The senators’ questions re-
flected that skepticism: Would
you communicate intelligence
to Trump even if you knew the
president strongly disagreed
with it?

“Of
replied.

Even if it put your job in
jeopardy?

course,” Ratcliffe

“Of course.”

Ratcliffe added: “Anyone’s
views on what they want the
intelligence to be will never
impact the intelligence that I
deliver. Never.”

Variations of the question
kept coming, but Ratcliffe of-
fered the same answer: “No.”

“I will be entirely apolitical
as the director of national intel-
ligence,” he said, adding that he
had an apolitical job as a U.S.
attorney and “kept both parties
out of everything that I did.”

Ratcliffe’s critics aren’t con-
vinced and worry he’s behold-
en to Trump. They point to his
ardent defense of the president
duringthe Russiainvestigations
and Trump’s impeachment
and argue that he doesn’t have
enough intelligence experience
for the job. Before being elected
to Congress in 2014, Ratcliffe
was mayor of Heath, Texas,
and a U.S. attorney in the East-
ern District of Texas.

“Jesus. He is going to be the
DNI,” tweeted Mike Hayden,
a former director of the CIA
and the National Security
Agency who served in both
Republican and Democratic
administrations.

Trump first nominated Rat-
cliffe for the job nine months
ago, but Ratcliffe withdrew
after doubts about his experi-
ence were raised. Trump unex-
pectedly nominated him again
in February and his chances at
securing the job appear better,
although confirmation is not
assured.

Space Force unveils
1st recruiting video

By COREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
Space Force unveiled its first
official recruiting commercial
Wednesday, featuring scenes
from space, rockets launching,
military troops in spacesuits
and a glimpse of a secretive
American space craft the ser-
vice will launch this month.

In the short video, a young
man looks up longingly at a
night sky full of bright stars
between short flashes of imag-
es associated with the military
and space as a narrator says,
“some people look to the stars
and ask, ‘What if?’”

“Maybe you weren’t put here
just to ask the questions,” the
voiceover says in the 30-second
video. “Maybe you were put
here to be the answer. Maybe
your purpose on this planet
isn’t on this planet.”

Gen. Jay Raymond, the chief
of space operations, previewed
the commercial Wednesday
morning during a video con-
ference with the Space Foun-
dation, a Colorado-based
nonprofit organization that
advocates for the global space
industry. Raymond reported a
high level of interest in his new
military branch, which was
founded in December and saw
its first major expansion last
month. The Space Force grew
from two members — Ray-

mond and his senior enlisted
leader Chief Master Sgt. Roger
Towberman — to 88 on April
18, when it added 86 second
lieutenants who commissioned
directly into the service upon
graduating from the Air Force
Academy.

Much like the Naval Acad-
emy commissions graduates
in the Navy and Marine Corps,
the Air Force Academy will
commission its graduates into
the Air Force and Space Force.
Similarly, the Space Force
is expected to remain inside
the Air Force Department, as
the Marines are in the Navy
Department.

Raymond said he expected
to see a lot of interest in Space
Force driven by the commer-
cial, which directs people inter-
ested to its website, spaceforce.
mil. Officially, the Air Force is
handling the recruiting efforts
for the Space Force, which
Raymond envisions remain-
ing relatively small, reaching
about 16,000 troops.

“There is no more critical
time or exciting time to be in
our business,” he said. “If you
are interested in serving, we
are interested in having you.”

Air Force Secretary Barbara
Barrett, who spoke alongside
Raymond, described the com-
mercial as an initial “effort to
talk to the folks out there who
would like to be part of an ex-
citing, new, happening place.”

Iran’s president: End to arms embargo is a ‘right’

Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — The Ira-
nian president said Wednesday
that lifting a United Nations
arms embargo on Tehran
would be an “obvious right”
and added a veiled warning of
unspecified steps Iran could
take if the embargo is extend-
ed, as the United States wants.

Hassan Rouhani’s remarks
were in response to a push by

the U.S., which last month cir-
culated a draft U.N. resolution
that would indefinitely extend
the embargo set to expire in
October. Such a move is almost
certain to spark opposition
from Russia, which has made
no secret of its desire to resume
conventional weapons sales to
Tehran.

“Iran considers the lifting of
the arms embargo an obvious
right,” Rouhani said during a

Cabinet meeting broadcast live
on state TV.

A U.N. Security Council res-
olution that endorsed the 2015
nuclear deal between Tehran
and world powers envisages an
end to the embargo five years
after the deal. President Don-
ald Trump pulled America out
of the deal in 2018 and imposed
harsher sanctions on Iran.

Since Iran is admittedly no
longer complying with several
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elements of the nuclear deal,
according to the International
Atomic Energy Agency, the
U.S. administration believes it
has a case to make that the em-
bargo should not be lifted.

“Iran will not accept violation
ofthe ... (U.N.) resolution under
any circumstances,” Rouhani
said. He said that extending the
embargo would lead to “serious
consequence and a historic fail-
ure” for the West.
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2nd wave on many minds as lockdowns ease

Associated Press

ROME — From the marbled halls of
Italy to the wheat fields of Kansas, health
authorities are increasingly warning that
the question isn’t whether a second wave of
coronavirus infections and deaths will hit,
but when — and how badly.

In India, which partly relaxed its lock-
down this week, health authorities scram-
bled Wednesday to contain an outbreak at a
huge market. Hard-hit New York City shut
down its subway system overnight for dis-
infection. Expertsin Italy, which just began
easing some restrictions, warned lawmak-
ers that a new surge of virus infections and
deaths is coming, and they urged intensi-
fied efforts to identify victims, monitor
their symptoms and trace their contacts.

Germany warned of a second and even
a third wave and threatened to re-impose
virus restrictions if new cases can’t be con-
tained. German Chancellor Angela Merkel
met Wednesday with the country’s 16 gov-
ernors to discuss further loosening restric-
tions that have crippled Europe’s largest
economy.

“There will be a second wave, but the
problem is to which extent. Is it a small
wave or a big wave? It’s too early to say,”
said Olivier Schwartz, head of the virus
and immunity unit at France’s Pasteur In-
stitute. France, which hasn’t yet eased its
lockdown, has worked up a “re-confine-
ment plan” to ready for that second wave.

Many areas are still struggling with the
first wave. Brazil for the first time locked
down a large city, the capital of Maran-
hao state. Across the ocean, the number of
confirmed coronavirus cases in Africa has
shot up 42% in the past week. Infections

were expected to surpass 50,000 there on
Wednesday.

An Associated Press analysis, mean-
while, found that U.S. infection rates outside
the New York City area are in fact rising,
notably in rural areas. It found New York’s
progress against the virus was overshad-
owing increasing infections elsewhere.

“Make no mistakes: This virus is still
circulating in our community, perhaps
even more now than in previous weeks,”’
said Linda Ochs, director of the Health De-
partment in Shawnee County, Kan.

The virus is known to have infected
more than 3.6 million and killed more than
251,000 people, according to a tally by
Johns Hopkins that all experts agree is an
undercount because of limited testing, dif-
ferences in counting the dead and conceal-
ment by some governments.

The U.S. has seen over 71,000 deaths
amid its 1.2 million confirmed infections,
and Europe has endured over 144,000 re-
ported deaths.

The researchers behind a widely cited
model from the University of Washington
nearly doubled their projection of deaths in
the U.S. to around 134,000 through early
August, in large part because of the easing
of state stay-at-home restrictions.

President Donald Trump, with his eye
on being reelected in November, is pushing
hard to ease the social-distancing orders
and resuscitate the U.S. economy, which
has seen over 30 million workers lose their
jobs in less than two months. Though the
White House had signaled Tuesday that it
would begin winding down the country’s
coronavirus task force, Trump tweeted
Wednesday that it would continue “indefi-
nitely with its focus on SAFETY & OPEN-

ING UP OUR COUNTRY AGAIN.”

A century ago, the Spanish flu epidem-
ic’s second wave was far deadlier than its
first, in part because authorities allowed
mass gatherings from Philadelphia to San
Francisco.

As Italy’s lockdown eased this week,
Dr. Silvio Brusaferro, president of the Su-
perior Institute of Health, urged “a huge
investment” of resources to train medical
personnel to monitor possible new cases.
He said tracing apps — which are being
built by dozens of countries and companies
— aren’t enough to manage future waves
of infection.

“We are not out of the epidemic. We
are still in it. I don’t want people to think
there’s no more risk and we go back to nor-
mal,” said Dr. Giovanni Rezza, head of the
institute’s infectious-disease department.

In Germany, authorities may reimpose
restrictions on any county that reports SO
new cases for every 100,000 inhabitants
within the past week.

Lothar Wieler, head of Germany’s na-
tional disease control center, said scientists
“know with great certainty that there will
be a second wave” of infections but said
Germany is well-prepared to deal with it.
The country has been hailed for testing
widely and has had one-fourth the number
of deaths in Italy or Britain, which have
smaller populations.

Britain has begun recruiting 18,000 peo-
ple to trace contacts of those infected.

South Africa, which has years of experi-
ence tracking HIV and other infections, has
more than 30,000 experienced community
tracers at work. Turkey has 5,800 teams
of contact tracers who have tracked down
and tested nearly half a million people.

GOP wary as Democrats push ahead on big virus bill

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Even in absentia,
House Democrats are seeking to drive the
debate on the fifth coronavirus response
bill, promising to produce a mega-package
stuffed with Democratic priorities even as
a chorus of GOP leaders voices hesitation
about more spending.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi promises that the
Democratic-controlled House will deliver
legislation to help state and local govern-
ments through the COVID-19 crisis, along
with additional money for direct payments
to individuals, unemployment insurance
and a third installment of aid to small busi-
nesses. The amount of funding is to be
determined.

The California Democrat is leading the
way as Democrats fashion a sweeping
package that is expected to be unveiled
soon even as the House stays closed while
the Senate is open in the pandemic.

The contours of the next package are
taking shape despite Republican resis-
tance to more spending and a deepening
debate over how best to confront the pan-
demic and its economic devastation. Some
Republicans such as Sen. Mitt Romney of
Utah and a group of GOP governors want
to be more generous to states confronting
furloughs and cuts to services as revenues
plummet and unemployment insurance
and other costs spike.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell said Tuesday it’s time to push “pause”
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on more aid legislation — even as he re-
peated a “red line” demand that any new
aid package include liability protections
for hospitals, health care providers and
businesses operating and reopening.

McConnell and other Republicans, how-
ever, ducked the chance to endorse Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s demand for a cut to
Social Security payroll taxes as a salve for
the economy. Many lawmakers think the
payroll tax cut is a bad idea because it only
boosts paychecks but doesn’t help people
thrown out of a job.

“I’ve never thought that really would be
very effective,” said Sen. Susan Collins,
R-Maine. She said she’s working with a
bipartisan, bicameral group on a state and
local aid package.
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NYC subways shut down for disinfecting

Associated Press

NEW YORK — New York
City’s subway system went si-
lent in the early morning hours
of Wednesday, as part of a plan
for the normally round-the-
clock system to shut down for
train cleaning.

The trains, which had been
running on a reduced sched-
ule since late March, are now
going to be stopped from 1 a.m.
to S a.m. each day.

Police officers escorted peo-
ple out of Brooklyn’s Coney Is-
land station, the end of the line
for several trains, and told them
they would have to board buses
to get to their destinations.
Cleaners carrying bottles of
bleach then boarded the trains.

Fewer trains had been run-
ning in the overnight hours
anyway, but the shutdown al-
lows for daily cleanings and for
city workers to move homeless
people who have been more
visible in subway cars during
the coronavirus.

California

SACRAMENTO — Califor-
nia Gov. Gavin Newsom scold-
ed two rural counties Tuesday
for allowing some businesses to
reopen in defiance of his state-
wide coronavirus restrictions,
calling it a “big mistake” and
saying that they are “putting
their public at risk.”

Restaurants, hair salons and
many other businesses opened
Monday in Yuba and Sutter
counties, about 40 miles north
of Sacramento. A revised pub-
lic health order in the counties
allows businesses to reopen but
requires them to enforce social
distancing and other restric-
tions. The Yuba Sutter Mall
planned to reopen Wednesday.

The two counties together
have had 44 confirmed corona-
virus cases out of a combined
population of just over 175,000
people, and no one is now hos-
pitalized there with the virus,
according to state data.

lowa

IOWA CITY — Nearly 1,400
workers at three Tyson Foods
pork processing plants in Iowa

have tested positive for the
coronavirus, the state reported
Tuesday, as deaths surged to a
new daily high.

The Iowa Department of
Public Health revealed that the
state’s largest outbreak to date
has been at the Tyson plant in
Perry, a town in central Iowa.
There, 730 workers were con-
firmed to have the virus, a
stunning S8% of those tested,
the department said.

The Tyson plant in Waterloo
has had 444 workers test posi-
tive, and its Columbus Junction
plant has had 221 confirmed in-
fections, the department said.

The department said that
258 workers at a National Beef
plant in Tama tested positive,
as did another 131 employees
of a Newton wind turbine blade
manufacturer.

Michigan

WARREN — Michigan com-
munities saw record turnout
for local elections Tuesday, as
voters participated in largely
mail-based contests that could
be a blueprint for the presiden-
tial battleground in November.

In a first, Secretary of State
Jocelyn Benson’s office auto-
matically sent absentee bal-
lot applications to all 740,000
registered voters in roughly
S0 municipalities — about 10%
of the electorate — to discour-
age in-person voting in a state
where nearly 4,200 people have
died from coronavirus compli-
cations. Turnout was projected
to be at least 22%, nearly double
the average for May elections.

Each jurisdiction had at least
one place for in-person voting,
though only about 850 people
had done so as of late afternoon.
Absentee ballots — roughly
180,000 had been returned by
6:30 p.m. — accounted for 98%
of the vote.

North Carolina

RALEIGH — Gov. Roy Coo-
per agreed on Tuesday to ease
North Carolina’s stay-at-home
order, saying that COVID-19
cases are generally stable and
testing, tracing and health care
supplies are improving enough

to warrant increased com-
merce and movement.

A new executive order tak-
ing effect Friday afternoon that
opens many more businesses
will replace a more restrictive
mandate that Cooper had is-
sued starting March 30. The
Democratic governor began to
loosen the number of activities
that are no longer prohibited
later than many other Southern
chief executives.

Caution was the key word for
Cooper, even as a conservative-
leaning group has held weekly
demonstrations near the Ex-
ecutive Mansion demanding
he cancel his stay-at-home
order completely in the name
of freedom and reopening the
economy.

Nevada

RENO — Democrats have
dropped efforts to block the
state’s mail-in primary election
on June 9 after Clark County
agreed to provide more in-per-
son polling places in Las Vegas
and election officials agreed to
other changes intended to pro-
tect the rights of elderly and
disadvantaged voters.

Lawyers for Nevada’s Demo-
cratic Party, the Democratic
National Committee and con-
gressional campaign commit-
tee were scheduled to go before
a state judge in Carson City
on Thursday via telephone in
search of an injunction expand-
ing the number of polling plac-
es and mandating mailing of
ballots to all registered voters.

The primary is expected to
be conducted almost entirely by
mail for the first time in Nevada
in an effort to guard against the
spread of COVID-19. Early vot-
ing begins May 23.

Pennsylvania

HARRISBURG — Penn-
sylvania reported another S54
deaths from the coronavirus
to pass 3,000 total, while Gov.
Tom Wolf said Tuesday that he
is not committing to a particu-
lar schedule to lift stay-at-home
pandemic restrictions in the
state’s counties or regions.

The large number of new
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deaths reported Tuesday by
the state Department of Health
were spread out over the previ-
ous two weeks, the agency said,
as it reconciles its figures with
deaths being reported by local
agencies or hospitals.

Still, it was as stark a fig-
ure as the state has reported
since the first case of the new
coronavirus was detected in
Pennsylvania in early March.
It comes as the growth in cases
appeared to slow down in many
parts of Pennsylvania and
Wolf’s administration moves to
lighten its restrictions on move-
ment and business activity.

Texas

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas
kept charging ahead with re-
opening Tuesday, as Republi-
can Gov. Greg Abbott gave hair
salons permission to return to
business alongside restaurants
and retailers and defended the
pace of rebooting one of the na-
tion’s biggest states as experts
have warned that going too fast
could result in new outbreaks.

In letting barbershops and
hair salons open starting Fri-
day, Abbott appeared to be
moving faster than he suggest-
ed even a week ago when he al-
lowed stay-at-home-orders in
Texas to expire. Restaurants
and retailers in Texas began
reopening under limited ca-
pacity Friday, but that has not
satisfied even some GOP law-
makers who want a far quicker
reopening of the state.

Two Republican state law-
makers Tuesday got haircuts at
a barbershop outside Houston
in defiance of Abbott’s orders,
saying that they were support-
ing business owners who need
to work. Last week, Abbott had
mentioned mid-May as a target
for hair salons to open, along
with bars and gyms.

He fired back at criticism
over whether Texas is moving
too fast during a news confer-
ence at the Texas Capitol, at
one point rattling off a list of
experts he said he has consult-
ed with in making decisions, in-
cluding Dr. Deborah Birx, the
coordinator of the White House
coronavirus task force.



Page 6

*STRIPES LITE"

&

Wednesday, May 6, 2020

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

Police: Shopper wore
KKK hood at store
SAN DIEGO — Au-

C thorities are looking
into whether a man who they
say wore a Ku Klux Klan hood
while grocery shopping in a
San Diego suburb could face
criminal charges, the sheriff’s
department said.

The unidentified man was
photographed with the white
hood while pushing a grocery
cart at the store in the town of
Santee a day after the county
required people to wear masks
outside to slow the spread of
the coronavirus, according to
the San Diego County Sheriff’s
Department.

Store clerks asked him to take
off the hood or leave the store,
according to The San Diego
Union-Tribune. He removed
the tall, pointed hood that had
two small eye holes cut into it,
paid for his groceries and left.

Deputies are investigating to
see if he could be charged with
a possible hate crime, the de-
partment said.

Fowl play: Police search
for ‘aggressive chicken’

WALKER — Police

are searching for an
“aggressive chicken” accused
of engaging in fowl play at a
Louisiana bank.

The Walker Police Depart-
ment responded to a complaint
about the brazen animal, the
agency said in a social media
post.

Witnesses told police the
chicken had been spotted at
the bank multiple times, ap-
proaching patrons at the ATM,
chasing customers and even at-
tempting to climb into cars in
the drive-thru, according to the
department’s post.

Officials said officers re-
sponded to the bank within
a few minutes of the call, but

found the pesky poultry had al-
ready escaped.

Officials warn of disease
killing off rabbits

LAKEHAVASUCITY

— Arizona wildlife of-
ficials are issuing a warning
about the potential spread of a
virus that kills rabbits.

The Today’s News-Herald
reported that state Game and
Fish Department veterinarians
are watching for cases of rab-
bit hemorrhagic disease virus
type 2 — dubbed RHDV?2.

For rabbits, the disease can
be a painful and sudden Killer.
Experts say rabbits afflicted
with an acute form of it die with-
in 12 to 36 hours from the onset
of a fever. Symptoms include
lethargy, weight loss and jaun-
dice. RHDV2 causes infected
cottontail rabbits to bleed from
their nose and mouth because
of internal hemorrhaging.

Police: Woman wanted
to get close to alligator
s KIAWAH ISLAND
— A woman Killed by
an alligator at a South Carolina
pond told a friend she wanted
to get close to the animal and
didn’t scream as it attacked her
and dragged her into the water,
according to a police report.

Cynthia Covert, 58, died in
the attack on Kiawah Island,
Charleston County deputies
said.

A deputy had to shoot and kill
the alligator to get Covert away
from the animal, according to
the police report.

The woman’s husband and
another man tried beating the
alligator with shovels, but the
animal swam deeper, the police
report said.

When deputies arrived, the
alligator kept surfacing with
Covert and going under. One
officer was able to shoot the

animal as it surfaced again, po-
lice said.

Police find dead dogs,
cats in shelter’s freezer

WEBBVILLE — Po-

lice seized 90 dogs
from a no-kill animal shelter
in Kentucky due to its allegedly
poor conditions, and charged
its owner after dead cats and
dogs were found in the facility’s
freezer.

The dogs were taken because
of “poor living conditions” at
the Trixie Foundation’s shelter,
Kentucky State police said in a
news release reported by news
outlets.

Police obtained a search war-
rant after receiving complaints
about the shelter in April, the
Herald-Ledger reported.

Shelter owner Randy Skaggs,
who was scheduled to stand
trial this June on misdemeanor
animal cruelty charges from
2018, said he provides medical
care when the animals need it.

Skaggs, 68, now faces 12 ad-
ditional counts, of improper
disposal.

Deputy accused of taking
money orders on patrol
PENSACOLA — A

FL deputy in Florida is

accused of cashing out blank
money orders from a car he
pulled over while on patrol.

The Escambia County Sher-
iff’s Office received a com-
plaint from a woman who said
the money orders were in the
car her boyfriend was driving
when he was arrested on out-
standing warrants by Deputy
William Christopher Henley,
news outlets reported.

The woman said she called
Western Union to find out
about the money orders after
the arrest, and was informed
they were already cashed out
by Henley, Escambia County

Sheriff’s Office spokeswoman
Amber Southard told the Pen-
sacola News Journal.

Henley, 37, was booked into
county jail with no bond and
on multiple charges, including
burglary and fraud.

Billboard vandalized with
‘Cancel Rent’ graffiti
M BALTIMORE — A
billboard that fea-
tures Baltimore’s mayor was
vandalized with the words
“Cancel Rent” as well as a vul-
garity directed at the police.
The Baltimore Sun reported
that the vandalized billboard
follows in the wake of many
people losing their jobs during
the coronavirus pandemic.
Many people have called
for rent and mortgage pay-
ments to be suspended. The
billboard graffiti also touched

on tensions in the city with law
enforcement.

Officials: Man set on fire
while using blow torch

HARVEY — A Louisi-

ana man was hospital-
ized after accidentally setting
himself on fire from the waist
up while using a blow torch to
repair his truck.

The man was working under
the chassis of his 18-wheeler
truck when the blow torch ig-
nited, Harvey Volunteer Fire
Company 2 Captain Mike
McAuliffe told the Times-Pica-
yune/New Orleans Advocate.

The S8-year-old victim be-
came covered in flames above
his waist and ran 200 feet from
his repair yard to a nearby
business to call for help.

He was taken to a New Or-
leans hospital after people in
that business extinguished the
fire and called 911.

From wire reports
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Strike didn’t ruin shortened 1981 season

Associated Press

The season began with Fer-
nandomania and ended with a
classic World Series matchup
between the Dodgers and Yan-
kees. Mike Schmidt slugged his
way to a second consecutive
MVP, and Nolan Ryan pitched
another no-hitter.

But perhaps the best way to
describe baseball in 1981 is by
recounting Pete Rose’s pursuit
of the National League’s career
hits record. He tied the mark
in June, then had to wait until
August to break it — because a
strike shut down the sport for
about two months.

All Rose could do was make
regular visits to the batting
cage while he waited.

“I went there every freaking
day,” Rose said.

If baseball is able to come
back at all this year, fans should
be prepared for a significantly
shortened season, and that 1981
campaign may be the most rel-
evant comparison available.

The season was split in two by
a labor dispute, but when the
sport finally returned, its stars
still had an abbreviated chance
to shine.

“The chaos, the change, the
uniqueness, the intensity — all
of those elements absolutely
factor into how memorable that
entire time is,” said Steve Rog-
ers, the right-hander whose
Montreal Expos made their
first postseason appearance in
1981.

The early days of the ’81
season were dominated by
Fernando Valenzuela. The
Mexican rookie took Los Ange-
les by storm, winning his first
eight starts for the Dodgers
and throwing shutouts in five
of them.

By the time the strike began,
Rose was in the spotlight. He
was with the defending cham-
pion Phillies then, and on June
10, he entered Philadelphia’s
last game before the strike
needing one hit to tie Stan Mu-
sial’s NL mark of 3,630.

Ryan was on the mound
against the Phillies, and Rose
tied the record with a first-in-
ning single off him. Then Rose
struck out in his next three
chances against the Houston
right-hander. He finally broke
the record Aug. 10 against St.
Louis, in his team’s first game
back.

Baseball’s first big event
after the stoppage was the
All-Star game in Cleveland on
Aug. 9. Schmidt homered in the
eighth inning to give the NL a
5-4 win.

“That would have been my
overall best year had we played
a full season,” Schmidt said in
an email. “I was in the midst of
my prime, especially following
1980. It really had nothing to do
with a unique thing I did during
the strike, actually I worked for
CBS as a sports anchor. I did
some working out with (Phil-
lies reliever) Tug McGraw.”

Schmidt hit .316 with 31
home runs in 102 games. Base-
ball-Reference.com credits

him with 7.7 wins above re-
placement that year. In 2019
— with a full season — only two
NL players reached that WAR
total.

In the first round of the play-
offs, Rogers beat Steve Carlton
twice, including in the winner-
take-all fifth game at Philadel-
phia. He went the distance in
that 3-0 victory and even drove
in two runs.

In the NL Championship
Series against Los Angeles,
Rogers threw another com-
plete game in a Game 3 win,
but when he came on in relief
in Game S, Rick Monday hom-
ered in the top of the ninth to
give the Dodgers the pennant.
The ending was disappointing,
but it had been a remarkable
run for the Expos.

By the time the World Series
ended — with the Dodgers win-
ning in six games — it was fair
to say the 1981 season, while
far from ideal, had avoided be-
coming a farce.

Korean baseball league begins season

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — The
new baseball season began in
South Korea on Tuesday with
the crack of the bat and the
sound of the ball smacking
into the catcher’s mitt echoing
around empty stadiums.

After a weekslong delay
because of the coronavirus
pandemic, umpires wore pro-
tective masks and cheerleaders
danced beneath rows of unoc-
cupied seats as professional
baseball got back on the field.

There were many faces in the
stands in at least one stadium,
but they were pictures instead
of real people because fans
aren’t allowed into the venues.

Instead, it was easy to hear
players cheering and shouting
from the dugouts. And it was
a relief to fans watching from
home in a country that is now
attempting to slowly return to
pre-COVID-19 normalcy amid
a waning caseload.

The country’s professional

soccer leagues will kick off Fri-
day, also without spectators in
the stadiums.

As one of the world’s first
major professional sports com-
petitions to return to action
amid the pandemic, the Korea
Baseball Organization has em-
ployed various preventive mea-
sures aimed at creating safe
playing environments.

Players and coaches will go
through fever screenings be-
fore entering stadiums, while
umpires and first- and third-
base coaches must wear masks
during games. Players are
prohibited from signing auto-
graphs or high-fiving team-
mates with bare hands.

Also, chewing tobacco was
banned to prevent spitting,
while masks and latex gloves
will be required at training
facilities.

Fans will be barred from
games until the KBO is con-
vinced the risk of infection has
been minimized. If any mem-
ber of a team tests positive for

the coronavirus at any point
of the season, the league will
be shut down for at least three
weeks.

“I feel great,” said Cho
Ki-hyun, a 65-year-old SK
Wyverns fan who shared a
mattress with three other fans
outside the walls of the team’s
stadium in Incheon, watching
the game against the Daejeon-
based Hanwha Eagles with a
tablet computer. “I am delight-
ed just to hear the sounds of a
baseball game from outside.”

The teams tried to create
a festive atmosphere in the
empty stadiums.

In a game in the capital, LG
Twins defeated crosstown rival
and defending champion Doo-
san Bears 8-2 at Jamsil Sta-
dium, where the outfield seats
were decked with huge banners
of the Twins’ cheering slogans.

Twins outfielder Kim Hyun-
soo0, who spent some time with
the Baltimore Orioles, hit the
league’s first home run of the
season in the third inning, a

&

without fans

two-run shot off Bears starter
Raul Alcantara. As he rounded
the bases, Kim extended a hand
toward third-base coach Kim
Jea-gul, who raised his arm but
stayed out of contact.

“The players just really
wanted to play baseball, and we
are delighted to do just that,”
Kim Hyun-soo said.

The Wyverns imitated a
home crowd in Incheon by cov-
ering their outfield seats with
rows of horizontal banners
showing faces of fans wear-
ing the team’s hats and masks.
They still lost 3-0 to the Eagles,
who won their first season
opener in 11 years with former
Detroit Tigers pitcher Warwick
Saupold hurling a two-hit, com-
plete-game shutout.

A full season of baseball
seemed doubtful in early
March when South Korea was
reporting about S00 new virus
infections a day, forcing the
KBO to postpone its March 28
season openers.
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NFL plans for ticket refunds as a hackup

Associated Press

While planning to play a full
regular-season schedule, the
NFL has formulated a ticket re-
fund plan for canceled games
or those held without fans.

In a memo sent to the 32
teams by Commissioner Roger
Goodell and obtained by The
Associated Press on Tuesday,
a uniform baseline for full re-
funds on any tickets purchased
directly from the clubs was
prepared.

Goodell wrote that “all clubs
will have in place a policy under
which, if a game is cancelled,
or is played under conditions
that prohibit fans from attend-
ing, anyone purchasing a ticket

directly from the club (i.e., sea-
son tickets, group sales and/or
partial season plans) will have
the option of either receiving
a full refund or applying the
amount paid toward a future
ticket purchase directly from
the club.”

As for the secondary market,
the league received pledges
from Ticketmaster and Seat-
Geek to make full refunds
available for all ticket sales
within no more than 30 days
of cancellation. StubHub, how-
ever, will do so only where re-
quired by state law.

The NFL will reveal its
2020 regular-season schedule
on Thursday night. While it is
discussing contingencies for

alterations to the schedule due
to the coronavirus pandemic, it
currently is planning for a nor-
mal season.

“Inpreparing for all elements
of the 2020 season, including
the schedule release, we have
considered the unique circum-
stances facing us this year,”
Goodell wrote, “and have been
clear that all of our decisions
will be guided by medical and
public health advice and will
comply with government regu-
lations. We will be prepared to
make necessary adjustments
just as we have in other con-
texts, such as the offseason pro-
gram and the draft.

“I believe the policies that
clubs have in place will serve

the league and all member
clubs in a variety of ways and
will allow us to continue pre-
paring for the 2020 season
while also protecting the inter-
ests of our fans.”

Each team will communicate
directly with its fans over the
next few days with specific de-
tails on potential refunds.

Although contingency plans
hardly are a regular procedure
for the NFL, the specter of
significant changes to the sea-
son, from delays to a shortened
schedule, have to be considered
this year. Each season, NFL
teams and the league office re-
examine what they term “fan
friendly” ticket refund policies.

7oers’ GM;:

Simmons

close to NBA return

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Phila-
delphia 76ers All-Star guard
Ben Simmons is closer to get-
ting cleared to play, should the
NBA season resume.

The league leader in steals
was sidelined with nerve issues
in his lower back when the sea-
son was suspended on March
11 because of the coronavirus
pandemic. He was allowed to
rehabilitate at the 76ers’ prac-
tice facility in Camden, N.J, but
there seemed to be no guaran-
tee he would have been cleared
to play in time for a playoff
run.

“We’ve took our time, we’ve
been methodical and thoughtful
about his recovery and rehab,
just to make sure, because we
weren’t in a rush,” 76ers GM
Elton Brand said Tuesday. “It’s
hard to speculate. He’s been
working hard and I know he’d
be close or ready.”

Simmons had missed his
eighth straight game and was
receiving daily treatment for
his nerve impingement at the
time the season stopped. Brand,
speaking to media for the first
time since, said he would not

speculate on Simmons’ avail-
ability had the Sixers still been
playing in the postseason. Sim-
mons had yet to play 3-on-3 or
S-on-S during his rehab.

“When I FaceTime him
during his workouts and his
treatments and I see him, I'd
be highly encouraged,” Brand
said. “His ramp-up would be
different.”

The 23-year-old Simmons av-
eraged 16.7 points, 7.8 rebounds
and 8.2 assists in 54 games.

He and other players un-
dergoing rehab, including All-
Star center Joel Embiid, have
permission to use the 76ers’
practice facility. Embiid was
recovering from surgery on his
left hand and had just returned
after missing five games with
a sprained left shoulder at the
time of the shutdown.

“He’s asking about when his
trainer can come in,” Brand
said. “I wouldn’t bet against
him.”

The Sixers have a skeleton
staff on hand at the facility
when players need rehab, usu-
ally a physical trainer or a
strength coach, and never more
than about six people at a time.

Germany’s Bundesliga,
gets approval to resume

Associated Press

BERLIN — The Bundesliga
can resume playing this month,
ending a two-month suspen-
sion caused by the coronavirus
pandemic.

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel announced a loosening
of a range of containment mea-
sures after meeting with the
country’s 16 state governors on
Wednesday. Pressure to relax
the rules had been growing as
the rate of daily infections in
the country has dropped.

Soccer in the top two divi-
sions will resume without spec-
tators and with a range of other
conditions designed to prevent
another outbreak, including the
continuous monitoring and test-
ing of players. Teams will also
have to spend time in quaran-
tine before games can restart.

“Today’s decision is good
news for the Bundesliga and
second division,” German soc-
cer league president Christian
Seibert said. “It comes with
great responsibility for the
clubs and their employees to
implement the medical and or-
ganizational requirements in a
disciplined manner.

“Games without spectators

&

are not ideal for anyone. In a
crisis threatening the very ex-
istence of some clubs, however,
it is the only way to keep the
leagues in their current form.”

The decision to allow play
to resume came despite three
positive tests for the virus at
Cologne last weekend. The
league said there were 10 posi-
tive cases from all 36 clubs in
the top two divisions.

Hertha Berlin forward Sa-
lomon Kalou also broadcast a
livestream showing social dis-
tancing measures being flouted
at the club on Monday.

Bavaria governor Markus
Soder called it a “spectacular
own-goal” on Wednesday.

“I can only appeal for play-
ers who behave unreasonably
to face consequences,” Soder
said.

Hertha has suspended Kalou
and blamed the player for the
mishap, but there were also
infringements that were the
club’s responsibility.

While the league and clubs
had been pressuring the gov-
ernment for permission to re-
sume, other prominent athletes
criticized what they saw as fa-
voritism in soccer.
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