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Ukraine now seen as war of attrition

Associated Press

LVIV, Ukraine — Ukrainian authorities
said Sunday that Russia’s military bombed
an art school sheltering about 400 people in
the port city of Mariupol, where refugees
described how “battles took place over ev-
ery street,” weeks into a devastating siege.

The fall of Mariupol would allow Russian
forces in southern and eastern Ukraine to
link up. But Western military analysts say
that even if the surrounded city is taken,
the troops battling for control there a block
at atime may be too depleted to help secure
Russian breakthroughs on other fronts.

Three weeks into the invasion, Western
governments and analysts see the conflict
shifting to a war of attrition, with bogged
down Russian forces launching long-range
missiles at cities and military bases as Uk-
rainian forces carry out hit-and-run attacks
and seek to sever their supply lines.

Ukrainians “have not greeted Russian
soldiers with a bunch of flowers,” Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy told CNN, but
with “weapons in their hand.”

Moscow cannot hope to rule the country,

he added, given Ukrainians’ enmity toward
the Russian forces.

The strike on the art school was the sec-
ond time in less than a week that officials
reported an attack on a public building
where Mariupol residents had taken shel-
ter. On Wednesday, a bomb hit a theater
where more than 1,000 people were be-
lieved to be sheltering.

There was no immediate word on casu-
alties at the school, which The Associated
Press could not independently verify. Uk-
rainian officials have not given an update
on the search of the theater since Friday,
when they said at least 130 people had been
rescued and another 1,300 were trapped by
rubble.

City officials and aid groups say food, wa-
ter and electricity have run low in Mariupol
and fighting has kept out humanitarian
convoys. Communications are severed.

Unexpectedly strong Ukrainian resist-
ance has dashed Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s hopes for a quick victory after
he ordered the Feb. 24 invasion of his
neighbor. In recent days, Russian forces

have entered Mariupol, cutting it off from
the sea and devastating a massive steel
plant. But taking the city could prove cost-
ly.

“The block-by-block fighting in Mariu-
pol itself is costing the Russian military
time, initiative, and combat power,” the
Washington-based Institute for the Study
of War said in a briefing.

In ablunt assessment, the think tank con-
cluded that Russia failed in its initial cam-
paign to take the capital of Kyiv and other
major cities quickly, and its stalled inva-
sion is creating conditions for a “very vio-
lent and bloody” stalemate.

Russia would need 800,000 troops — al-
most its entire active-duty military — to
control Ukraine for a prolonged period, ac-
cording to Michael Clarke, former head of
the British-based Royal United Services
Institute, a defense think tank.

“Unless the Russians intend to be com-
pletely genocidal — they could flatten all
the major cities, and Ukrainians will rise
up against Russian occupation — there will
be just constant guerrilla war,” Clarke said.

Ukraine war backdrop for US hypersonic weapons push

Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine — Lag-
ging behind Russia in develop-
ing hypersonic weapons, the
U.S. Navy is rushing to field its
first, with installation on a war-
ship starting as soon as late next
year.

The United States is in a race
with Russia and China to devel-
op these weapons, which travel
at speeds akin to ballistic mis-
siles but are difficult to shoot
down because of their maneu-
verability.

The Russian military says it
already deployed hypersonic
missiles, claiming on both Sat-
urday and Sunday to have de-
ployed them against targets in
Ukraine marking the weapon’s

first use in combat. The Penta-
gon couldn’t confirm a hyper-
sonic weapon was used in the at-
tacks.

The American military is ac-
celerating development to catch
up.

The U.S. weapon would
launch like a ballistic missile
and would release a hypersonic
glide vehicle that would reach
speeds seven to eight times fas-
ter than the speed of sound be-
fore hitting the target.

In Maine, General Dynamics
subsidiary Bath Iron Works has
begun engineering and design
work on changes necessary to
install the weapon system on
three Zumwalt-class de-
stroyers.

The work would begin at a
yet-to-be-named shipyard
sometime in fiscal year that be-
gins in October 2023, the Navy
said.

Hypersonic weapons are de-
fined as anything traveling be-
yond Mach S, or five times fas-
ter than the speed of sound.
That’s about 3,800 mph. Inter-
continental ballistic missiles far
exceed that threshold but travel
in a predictable path, making it
possible to intercept them.

The new weapons are maneu-
verable.

Existing missile defense sys-
tems, including the Navy’s Ae-
gis system, would have trouble
intercepting such objects be-
cause maneuverability makes

their movement unpredictable
and speed leaves little time to
react.

Russia says it has ballistic
missiles that can deploy hyper-
sonic glide vehicles as well as a
hypersonic cruise missile.

The U.S. is “straining just to
catch up” because it failed to in-
vest in the new technology, with
only a fraction of the 10,000 peo-
ple who were working on the
program in the 1980s, said U.S.
Rep. Jim Cooper, a Tennessee
Democrat who’s chair of a sub-
committee that monitors the
program.

“If we want to pursue parity,
we will need to back this effort
with more money, time, and tal-
ent than we are now,” he said.
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Exit from Afghanistan raises
new anti-terrorism challenges

BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — House lawmakers
on Thursday pressed Pentagon officials
on the impact of the U.S. withdrawal from
Afghanistan, raising doubts over efforts to
combat terrorism from afar and whether
the United States is compensating civilian
casualties of the 20-year war.

Reps. Rob Wittman, R-Va., and Michael
Waltz, R-Fla., said they worried the exit
of U.S. troops more than six months ago
has hampered counterterrorism oper-
ations in the region and created a “breed-
ing ground” for the resurgence of groups
such as the Islamic State.

“I fear that we no longer have a good
handle on where the terrorists are or
what they’re doing,” Wittman said.

Marine Gen. Kenneth McKenzie, the
top U.S. commander in the Middle East,
confirmed those concerns in testimony to
the House Armed Services Committee,
acknowledging the difficulties of combat-
ing terrorism from outside Afghanistan.

“I regret that we no longer have the
ability to be as effective as we would like
to be on the ground,” said McKenzie, who
leads U.S. Central Command. “The coun-
terterrorism mission — we’re doing that

over the horizon and as I've said, it’s
much harder to do that over the horizon.”

The post-withdrawal “over the horizon”
strategy depends on uncovering and neu-
tralizing threats through aerial surveil-
lance and drones launched from outside
the country rather than with troops on the
ground.

The U.S. has not launched any strikes
in Afghanistan since the last American
troops departed its capital of Kabul in
August, McKenzie said. But he character-
ized the February raid that killed an Is-
lamic State leader in Syria as an example
of the strategy working successfully. Abu
Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi blew
himself up after the U.S. used an intelli-
gence tip to locate al-Qurayshi’s home
and sent in U.S. commandos to capture or
Kkill him.

Conducting such operations in Afghan-
istan remains “difficult but not impos-
sible,” McKenzie said. The U.S. lost sig-
nificant intelligence capabilities by exit-
ing the country and is now increasingly
reliant on its relationship with neighbor-
ing Pakistan for intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance missions, he said. Pa-
Kistan is friendly with the ruling Taliban
government in Afghanistan.

Faulty landing
gear springs led
to bomber crash

By ALEXANDER RIEDEL
Stars and Stripes

Worn springs in the landing gear caused a
B-2 Spirit bomber to crash on the runway last
year at Missouri’s Whiteman Air Force Base,
according to arecently released investigation
report.

The B-2, assigned to the 393rd Bomb
Squadron of the S09th Bomb Wing and
known as the Spirit of Georgia, was signifi-
cantly damaged in the Sept. 14 crash. The two
pilots escaped unscathed.

Preliminary estimates put the cost of re-
pairing the B-2 at aminimum of $10.1 million,
though the final cost is still to be determined,
according to the Air Force Global Strike
Command report, which was released Thurs-
day.

The Air Force has said the bombers cost
approximately $2 billion apiece, making the
B-2 Spirit one of the most expensive aircraft
in the world.

The landing gear’s lock link springs didn’t
maintain enough pressure to prevent the jet’s
left main landing gear from folding in onitself
as the plane touched down, the report said.

This spring failure and resulting landing
gear collapse was the lead cause of the acci-
dent, Air Force Col. Robert Cocke, the inves-
tigation board president, wrote in the conclu-
sion of the report, dated Jan. 12.

Army holds first

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

Roughly 8,000 soldiers are training in
sub-zero temperatures in Alaska in what
the Army said is major progress in imple-
menting its year-old Arctic strategy.

“Regaining Arctic Dominance,” a report
issued by the Army in March last year,
laid out how the service planned to train,
organize and equip cold-weather forces so
they could successfully partner with Arc-
tic allies and maintain regional stability —
all with a watchful eye on Russia.

The Joint Pacific Multinational Read-
iness Center exercise, which kicked off
March 9 and runs through Thursday, is
the first in which the Army employs its

‘home-station’ training in Alaska

newly conceived “home-station” combat
training center to Alaska.

In this case it is being used to evaluate
the combat capabilities of the Fort Wainw-
right-based 1st Stryker Brigade Combat
Team during battle scenarios at the Don-
nelly and Yukon training areas in south-
central Alaska.

This is only the second time the Army
has used the home-station concept after its
initial trial in Hawaii last year.

This month’s training took the Arctic
strategy and “put it into action,” Gen.
Charles Flynn, commander of U.S. Army
Pacific, told reporters during a conference
call Wednesday from Wainwright.

“The implementation plan of that strate-

gy is what’s being manifested today here
in Alaska with a combat training center
rotation in Alaska using the unique and
extraordinary capabilities that are up here
in the Yukon and Donnelly training areas
in Alaska,” said Flynn, who was joined by
Gen. Michael Garrett, head of U.S. Army
Forces Command.

“These forces stationed up here are
uniquely positioned to learn how to live
and operate in this environment so that we
can learn how to fight in these kinds of
conditions and in this environment,”
Flynn said.

From an Army readiness perspective, a
home-station rotation is a good-sense idea
that is overdue, Garrett said.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Gas over $5 a gallon at US bases in Pacific

By SETH RoBSoN
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan
— A gallon of premium gas rose
above $5 on Saturday at U.S.
military bases in Japan, South
Korea and Guam, according to
the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service.

At the two AAFES stations at
Yokota, the U.S. airlift hub in
western Tokyo, premium costs
$5.09, or 24 cents more per gal-
lon, according to an AAFES gas
price update on Thursday. Die-
sel is $5.31 a gallon, up from
$4.91.

The same hike applies at oth-
er U.S. bases throughout Japan,
including Camp Zama south-
west of Tokyo, the headquarters
of U.S. Army Japan, Misawa Air

Base in northeastern Japan and
installations on Okinawa, ac-
cording to AAFES.

Premium at U.S. bases in
South Korea rose even higher,
to $5.11 per gallon, with regular
going to $4.38, hikes of 24 cents
and 21 cents, respectively, ac-
cording to the AAFES price
guide. Guam drivers now pay
$5.10 for premium and $4.38 for

regular.
A spokeswoman for Navy Ex-
change Service Command,

Courtney Williams, told Stars
and Stripes in an email Friday
that she was seeking informa-
tion about NEX fuel prices.
AtYokota, Air Force Staff Sgt.
Kaylee Allen, 24, topped off her
Toyota Ractis on Friday, ahead
of the price hike. She blamed

the rise in the cost of gas on Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin’s
now three-week-old invasion of
Ukraine.

“If this is what it has to be,
then I'm going to pay the gas
prices until I have to ride a
bike,” she said. “I'm going to do
what I need to get to work.”

In the United States, consum-
ers passed the $5 mark ahead of
service members and their fam-
ilies overseas, according to
AAFES. Drivers stateside paid
an average $5.04 for premium
and $4.31 for regular as of
March 14.

Gasoline prices at U.S. bases
in Japan have about doubled in
two years. In March 2020, just
as the World Health Organiza-
tion declared the coronavirus

pandemic, a gallon of regular
cost about $2.30.

“It’s ridiculous,” said civilian
aircraft maintainer Christopher
Bash, 54, as he gassed up at Yo-
kota on Friday morning.

Service members deserve re-
lief at the pump, he said.

“They sacrifice a lot and most
of them overseas have a car be-
cause they want to learn about
the country they are in,” Bash
said. “They shouldn’t be gouged
out for gas.”

Air Force spouse Miquisha
Dauenbaugh, 27, filling up her
Nissan Cube at Yokota, wasn’t
too concerned about the high
prices.

“I hear a lot of people talking
about it,” she said. “I don’t drive
very much.”

S. Korea relaxes virus rules; cases still at record levels

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea —
South Korea decided Friday to loosen restric-
tions on private gatherings, despite reporting
arecord high of 621,328 new COVID-19 cases
and 429 deaths the previous day.

The Health and Welfare Ministry raised
the limit on private gatherings from six to
eight people effective Monday, but extended
the existing 11 p.m. curfew on businesses until
April 3.

One of South Korea’s leading experts on
COVID-19 said he “couldn’t understand” the
government’s policy changes amid a record-
breaking case count.

“As an infectious disease expert, it is an in-
sane action because already a lot of patients
are in the intensive-care unit at the hospital
and there are many deaths,” Dr. Kim Woo

Joo, a professor of infectious diseases at Ko-
rea University Guro Hospital, told Stars and
Stripes by phone on Friday. “The hospitals
are already strained, and health care workers
are infected.”

Many of his colleagues share his concern,
Kim said. He said political considerations,
such as protests from business owners, could
have played a role in changing group limits.

“It could aggravate the situation more by
increasing the number of laboratory-con-
firmed cases every day,” Kim said.

Health and Welfare Minister Kwon Deok
Cheol at a meeting Friday seemed to ac-
knowledge the risk to public health, but said
the decision to ease gathering limits was over-
due.

“Itis high time that we should newly adjust
our social distancing for the last two weeks,”
Kwon said at the Central Disaster and Safety

Countermeasure Headquarters. “But it is a
situation of great public concern about signif-
icant relaxation of social distancing, consid-
ering uncertainties in predicting the peak of
the pandemic, a huge epidemic of the omi-
cron variant and burdens on our medical re-
sponse system.”

Health and government officials had “heat-
ed discussions” prior to Friday’s policy
change and ultimately decided to “slightly ad-
just” gathering limits “in consideration of ev-
eryday inconveniences ... and the ease of the
suffering of the self-employed and small busi-
ness owners.”

South Korea counted 621,328 cases Thurs-
day, according to the daily COVID-19 update
by the Korea Disease Control and Prevention
Agency. The KDCA also reported 429 deaths,
another one-day record that brought the na-
tion’s pandemic death toll to 11,481.

Drunken driver seeks Donald Trump at USAF England base

Stars and Stripes

RAF MILDENHALL, En-
gland — A local man who
showed up at RAF Mildenhall
looking for former President
Donald Trump faces drunken
driving charges, English law
enforcement authorities said
Friday.

Kevin Mole, 36, of Crow
Hall Estate, Downham Mar-
ket, was released on bail after
being arrested outside the
base earlier in the week, Suf-
folk police told Stars and
Stripes.

Mole showed up at the base
gate at 6:30 a.m. Monday and

attempted to gain access to
meet Trump, a U.S. Air Force
100th Refueling Wing state-
ment said Friday.

Airmen with the 100th Secu-
rity Forces Squadron and U.K.
Defense Ministry police safely
arrested him and transferred
him to local authorities, the

wing statement said.

Trump did arrive at Milden-
hall during a 2019 Air Force
One refueling stop, but he
wasn’t there last week.

Mildenhall police summed
up the incident with “#Wrong-
Country” on their Twitter ac-
count.



PaGE 4

e STRIPES LITE °

Sunday, March 20, 2022

How US, allies untied to
punish, sanction Putin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Just days before Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, President
Joe Biden quietly dispatched a team to Eu-
ropean Union headquarters in Belgium.

These were not spy chiefs or generals, but
expertsinreadingfine printand tracking the
flow of money, computer chips and other
goods around the world. Their mandate: in-
flict maximum pain on Russian President
Vladimir Putin, making it harder, if not im-
possible, for him to fund a prolonged war in
Ukraine and denying him access to technol-
ogies at the core of modern warfare.

There were intense meetings in February
in Brussels, Paris, London and Berlin, often
running six hours at a time as the allies tried
to craft the details of a historic economic
blockade, according to Biden administra-
tion officials. Some of the exports the United
States wanted to ban were met with reluc-
tance by the Europeans, who would essen-
tially be telling their own companies to forgo
several billion dollars in annual revenues
from Russia.

When there was a deadlock, U.S. negotia-
tors would put Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo on the phone.

“You can say ‘no’ now, but when the body
bags are coming out of Ukraine, you’re not
going to want to be a holdout,” Raimondo
said she told allied counterparts. “Do the
right thing.”

Everyone signed on — and before the in-
vasion.

Raimondo said what ultimately drove the
agreement and the fast timeline was the
threat of Putin’s imminent attack on Uk-
raine.

The wealthiest nations in the world — out-
side of China— are directly confronting Pu-
tin on their preferred terms. They have im-
posed sanctions in which their strengths in-
tersect with Russia’s vulnerabilities. Russia
is reliant on the U.S., the EU, Japan, South
Korea and Taiwan for cutting-edge technol-
ogies and investment, sothe allies decided to
cut Moscow off.

It’s a strategic play designed to trap Putin
in a downward spiral, as foreign investors
pull out their money in response to the atroc-
ities. I’salsoaremarkable show of unity that
could be tested in the coming weeks by the
allies’ own dependence on fossil fuels.

While the allied talks in the lead-up to the
war were critical, the EU was not just wait-
ing around for U.S. direction to act. Bloc
members had been consulting for months.

EU Commission Vice President Valdis
Dombrovskis on Thursday praised the “ve-
ry good coordination” among nations and
said the sanctions “are biting hard. Russia’s
financial markets are close to collapse.” He
also noted that the sanctions create costs for
the allies, though the price is much less than
the consequences of the war spreading.

North Korea fires artillery into
sea days after missile launch

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea
fired suspected artillery pieces into the
sea Sunday, South Korea’s military said,
days after the North’s latest missile launch
ended in failure amid the country’s recent
burst of weapons testing activity.

There is speculation that North Korea
could soon try to launch its developmental
longest-range ballistic missile to bolster its
arsenal and dial up pressure on the United
States to wrest concessions as negotiations
remain stalled. South Korea’s military
suggested North Korea’s midair missile

explosion last Wednesday involved parts
of the Hwasong-17 missile, its biggest
weapon.

On Sunday, South Korea’s Defense Min-
istry said it detected firings likely from
multiple rocket launch systems off North
Korea’s west coast. The ministry said the
military closely monitors North Korean
moves and maintains its readiness.

South Korea’s presidential office said in
a separate statement it held an emergency
national security council meeting to dis-
cuss what it called the North’s “short-
range projectile launches.”

Some think the
census should
be reevaluated

Associated Press

Is it time to rethink the census and other
surveys that measure changes in the U.S.
population?

Policymakers and demographers have
been asking that question since results re-
leased by the U.S. Census Bureau this
month showed Black, Hispanic, American
Indian and other minority residents were
undercounted at greater rates in 2020 than
in the previous decade.

On the top of that, results from a version
of its most comprehensive survey that com-
pares year-to-year changes in U.S. life had
to be scrapped because disruptions caused
by the pandemic produced fewer responses
in 2020.

“The current model of coming up with a
master address list, mailing everybody an
invitation — like you’re inviting people to a
party and hoping they respond, and if not,
you’re going to track them down — I think
it’s an obsolete system,” said Arturo Var-
gas, CEO of NALEO Educational Fund, a
nonpartisan nonprofit that supports Latino
political engagement.

The undercounts in the 2020 census were
blamed on the pandemic, natural disasters
and political interference from the Trump
administration, but undercounts of racial
and ethnic minorities are nothing new to the
census; they’ve been persistent for dec-
ades.

In recent years, the cost of censuses and
surveys have grown while public participa-
tion rates for surveys have declined. The
bureau’s biggest between-census effort to
take the measure of the U.S. population, the
American Community Survey, produces 11
billion statistics from interviews with 3.5
million households each year, and the once-
a-decade census tallies every U.S. resident
for a count used in divvying up federal
funding and congressional seats among the
states as well as redrawing political dis-
tricts.

Even before the release of the 2020 report
card earlier this month, the Census Bureau
had been developing new ways of gathering
data. Chief among them is the embryonic
Frames Program that would combine all
kinds of data sets, including administrative
records from the private sector and govern-
ment agencies, as well as surveys and cen-
suses that have been staples of Census Bu-
reau data-gathering for decades.
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Special copy of Marvel
Comics fetches $2.4M

NEW YORK — A

particularly prized
copy of the first Marvel comic
book fetched more than $2.4
million in an online auction, the
auctioneer said.

Known as the Marvel Comics
#1 “pay copy,” it’s “arguably
one of the top three comic books
in the world of comics collect-
ing,” said Vincent Zurzolo, chief
operating officer of ComicCon-
nect. The New York-based auc-
tioneer sold the book for a bit
under $2,427,800.

The buyer’s name was not
disclosed.

Man charged after
stealing 70-ton crane

CHILTON — An Ala-

bama man who called
a wrecker service asking to
have a 70-ton crane pulled out of
the woods is now charged with
stealing the heavy machinery,
sheriff’s officials said.

The owner of a towing service
contacted the Chilton County
Sheriff’s Office, saying the man
had called claiming someone
gave him the crane, and he
wanted it removed so he could
sell it for scrap, the agency said
in a statement.

The wrecker service owner
recalled moving the same crane
a few years before and contact-
ed its owner, who denied having
given it away.

The man who wanted the
crane moved fled before offi-
cers arrived, driving the rig into
a ditch where it became stuck.

The 26-year-old Clanton man
was arrested on a probation vio-
lation and first-degree theft
charges.

Island library wants
your banned books

M MATINICUS IS-

LAND — There’s
an “Island of Misfit Toys” in the
popular holiday classic. Now
there’s an island for unwanted
and banned books, too.

The tiny library on Matinicus
Island, 22 miles off the Maine
coast, is on a mission to fill its
shelves with books that have
fallen out of favor elsewhere.

From “And Tango Makes
Three,” the story of two male
penguins that raised a chick to-
gether, to classics like “To Kill a
Mockingbird” by Harper Lee,
“The Handmaid’s Tale” by
Margaret Atwood and “The
Grapes of Wrath” by John
Steinbeck, all books are wel-
come including those that are
being banned or canceled in
other parts of the country.

Eavesdropping charge
dismissed for school mom

M ONAWAY — A judge
dismissed an unusual
felony charge against a northern
Michigan woman who used her
phone to record a conversation
between two school officials.

Erin Chaskey, who has com-
plained that a history teacher at
Onaway High School is too lib-
eral, said she was standing out-
side the superintendent’s office
and recorded a conversation be-
tween two people because they
were talking about her.

“They did not close the door,”
Presque Isle County Judge Aa-
ron Gauthier said in dismissing
the eavesdropping charge, re-
ferring to Rod Fullerton, who
was Onaway superintendent at
the time, and a school board
member.

Crews rescue unprepared
hiker stuck on icy ledge

N ALBUQUERQUE
— Emergency per-
sonnel rescued an unprepared
hiker who got trapped on an icy
ledge after getting lost during a
snowstorm on a trail in the
Sandia Mountains overlooking
Albuquerque, police said.

The hiker was not dressed for
cold and windy weather and
called 911 when he was forced to
stand still in snow on the ledge
to avoid slipping and falling off
the mountain, according to a po-
lice department statement.

An officer rappelled down to
the hiker and provided him with
clothing and crampons, en-
abling the team to get him off
the ledge and hike with him to a
parking lot where he was treat-
ed and released by fire depart-
ment medical personnel, the
statement said.

Would-be robber caught
after crash with police

v MARTINSVILLE —

A Virginia man flee-
ing an attempted bank robbery
was caught after he crashed a
motorcycle into a police vehicle,
officials said.

Martinsville police said a 35-
year-old man entered the Car-
ter Bank and Trust in Martins-
ville, opened a bag and ordered
the teller to put money inside,
WSLS-TV reported. The man
didn’t get any money and left,
police said.

Officers found the man as he
was taking off on a motorcycle.
After a brief pursuit, police said
the man was involved in a wreck
with a police vehicle while off-
road behind a building on Clay
Street.

Driver falls asleep, kills
2 men changing tire

F TAMPA — Two men

who were changing a
tire on the side of Interstate 275
in Tampa were killed when an-
other driver fell asleep at the
wheel and hit them, officials
said.

A 73-year-old man had pulled
over onto the road’s shoulder af-
ter a tire blew out, the Florida
Highway Patrol said in a report.
A 30-year-old friend of the man
arrived a short time later to help
him with the tire.

The two men were on the
driver’s side of the car when a
car driven by a 36-year-old man
swerved into them, the report
said. The man who hit them was
not injured in the crash, the re-
port said.

Business owner indicted
for selling stolen phones

N CHARLOTTE — A

North Carolina busi-
nessman was indicted on charg-
es of selling stolen phones and
other electronic devices over-
seas, officials said.

A federal criminal indictment
charges Rami Mahmod Mhana,
45, of Charlotte with four counts
of transportation of stolen
goods, according to U.S. Attor-
ney Dena J. King.

According to the indictment,
from May 2017 through October
2019, Mhana bought hundreds
of fraudulently obtained phones
and devices which he sold and
shipped overseas to the United
Arab Emirates and to Hong
Kong. The indictment said
Mhana knew the devices were
stolen or chose to ignore that
fact.

— From wire reports
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Prideful Peacocks power past Racers

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Undersized in every
way, Saint Peter’s became the latest NCAA
Tournament darling that only the most ar-
dent hoops fans had heard of before it
stepped onto a court with a March Madness
logo.

These proud Peacocks from Jersey City,
N.J.,became the third No.1S seed toadvance
to the Sweet 16, first tossing eight-time na-
tional champion Kentucky out of the bracket
and then taking care of Murray State in a
workmanlike 70-60 win on Saturday night.

Even the mid-major Racers were taller
and beefier than the Peacocks, but that
didn’t bother coach Shaheen Holloway or

his 6-foot-7, 195-pound power forward, KC
Ndefo, who had 17 points and 10 rebounds
and played bruising defense at the rim.

“I’'mgoing to say this. It’s going to come off
alittle crazy.Igot guys from New Jersey and
New York City,” Holloway said. “You think
we’re scared of anything? You think we’re
worried about guys trying to muscle us and
tough us out?”

Yep, the Jesuit school with an enrollment
of 3,000 has a big Jersey attitude.

“We have played bigger teams the whole
time. So them being a little bigger and stron-
ger, it doesn’t faze us. When you got tough,
hard-nosed kids, they’re ready to play,” Hol-
loway said.

They were ready enough to break the
hearts of Kentuckians two times in three
days and join Florida Gulf Coast (2013) and
Oral Roberts (lastyear) as1Sseedstoreacha
regional semifinal.

Saint Peter’s (21-11) ended a 21-game win-
ning streak and a memorable season for
Murray State (31-3), located 26S miles from
Lexington.

The memories will be lifelong for the Pea-
cocks and Holloway, a North Jersey hoops
lifer who played at Seton Hall and appren-
ticed there as an assistant. On Friday, Pi-
rates coach Kevin Willard endorsed Hollo-
way as his replacement if he departs in the
offseason.

Brooks delivers late, Wolverines reach the Sweet 16

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — El
Brooks returned for one final
college season with the goal of
helping Michigan reach the Fi-
nal Four.

Defying expectations, the
Wolverines are halfway there.

Brooks scored seven of his 23
points in the final 32 minutes
and the 11th-seeded Wolverines
booked the most surprising of
their five straight Sweet 16 ap-
pearances, beating third-seeded
Tennessee 78-68 on Saturday in
the second round of South Re-
gion in the NCAA Tournament.

“I'm just trying to live in the
moment right now and cherish
the time we have with the people
in my life right now at Michigan
and enjoy the process of going
through this tournament again
and having that chance of get-
ting ourlast goal,” said Brooks, a
fifth-year senior.

The Wolverines’ five straight
trips to the regional semifinalsis
the second-longest streak in the
nation behind Gonzaga’s. The
Bulldogs beat Memphis on Sun-
day night to make their seventh
consecutive Sweet 16.

East Region

North Carolina 93, Baylor
86: RJ Davis scored a career-
high 30 points with a nifty layup

while being fouled in overtime,
andthe eighth-seeded Tar Heels
blew a 25-point second-halflead
but still found a way to beat the
defending champion Bears in
the second round in Fort Worth,
Texas.

Brady Manek had a season-
high 26 points before getting
ejected because of aflagrant foul
midway through the second
half, right after his three-pointer
had given the Tar Heels (26-9)
their largest lead.

UCLA 72, Saint Mary’s 56:
Tyger Campbell scored 16
points and the fourth-seeded
Bruins completed a more con-
ventional path to the Sweet 16,
beating the fifth-seeded Gaelsin
Portland, Ore.

UCLA (27-7), which went all
the way from the First Four to
the Final Four last year, instead
knocked off two worse-seeded
foesin Akronand then St. Mary’s
(26-8).

Midwest Region

Kansas 79, Creighton 72:
Remy Martin scored 20 points,
Ochai Agbaji put the Jayhawks
ahead for good with his first bas-
ket early in the second half and
they held off the Bluejays in Fort
Worth, Texas, to advance to the
Sweet 16.

Martin hadn’t led top-seeded

Kansas (30-6) in scoring all sea-
son as the fifth-year senior
transfer from Arizona State bat-
tled a sore knee, but he’s done it
in both NCAA