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China moves to modernize nuclear force

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — China appears to be
moving faster toward a capability to launch
its newer nuclear missiles from under-
ground silos, possibly to improve its ability
to respond promptly to a nuclear attack, ac-
cording to an American expert who ana-
lyzed satellite images of recent construction
at a missile training area.

Hans Kristensen, a longtime watcher of
U.S,, Russian and Chinese nuclear forces,
said the imagery suggests that China is
seeking to counter what it may view as a
growing threat from the United States. The
U.S. in recent years has pointed to China’s
nuclear modernization as a key justification
for investing hundreds of billions of dollars
in the coming two decades to build an all-
new U.S. nuclear arsenal.

There’s no indication the United States
and China are headed toward armed con-
flict, let alone a nuclear one. But the Kris-
tensen report comes at a time of heightened
U.S.-China tensions across a broad spec-
trum, from trade to national security. A
stronger Chinese nuclear force could factor
into U.S. calculations for a military re-
sponse to aggressive Chinese actions, such
as in Taiwan or the South China Sea.

The Pentagon declined to comment on
Kristensen’s analysis of the satellite imag-
ery, but it said last summer in its annual re-

port on Chinese military developments that
Beijing intends to increase the peacetime
readiness of its nuclear forces by putting
more of them in underground silos and op-
erating on a higher level of alert in which it
could launch missiles upon warning of be-
ing under attack.

“The PRC’s nuclear weapons policy pri-
oritizes the maintenance of a nuclear force
able to survive a first strike and respond
with sufficient strength to inflict unaccept-
able damage on an enemy,” the Pentagon
report said.

More broadly, the Pentagon asserts that
China is modernizing its nuclear forces as
part of a wider effort to build a military by
mid-century thatis equal to, and in some re-
spects superior to, the U.S. military.

China’s nuclear arsenal, estimated by the
U.S. government to number in the low 200s,
is dwarfed by those of the United States and
Russia, which have thousands. The Penta-
gon predicts that the People’s Liberation
Army Rocket Forces will at least double the
size of its nuclear arsenal over the next 10
years, still leaving it with far fewer than the
United States.

China does not publicly discuss the size or
preparedness of its nuclear force beyond
saying it would be used only in response to
an attack. The United States, by contrast,
does not rule out striking first, although

President Joe Biden in the past has em-
braced removing that ambiguity by adopt-
ing a “no first use” policy.

Kristensen, an analyst with the Federa-
tion of American Scientists, said the com-
mercial satellite photos he acquired appear
to show China late last year began construc-
tion of 11 underground silos at a vast missile
training range near Jilantai in north-central
China. Construction of five other silos began
there earlier. Inits public reports the Penta-
gon has not cited any specific number of
missile silos at that training range.

These 16 silos identified by Kristensen
would be in addition to the 18-20 that China
now operates with an older intercontinental
ballistic missile, the DF-S.

“It should be pointed out that even if Chi-
na doubles or triples the number of ICBM
silos, it would only constitute a fraction of
the number of ICBM silos operated by the
United States and Russia,” Kristensen
wrote on his Federation of American Scien-
tists’ blog. “The U.S. Air Force has 450 silos,
of which 400 are loaded. Russia has about
130 operational silos.”

Nearly all of the new silos detected by
Kristensen appear designed to accommo-
date China’s newer-generation DF-41
ICBM, which is built with a solid-fuel com-
ponent that allows the operator to more
quickly prepare the missile for launch.

Navy leader in Japan expects more vaccines soon

By JosepH DITZLER
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — The commander
of a Navy base near Tokyo said
Monday that he expects an end
to a “temporary setback” and
more doses of the coronavirus
vaccine to arrive soon as infec-
tion numbers fall in Japan and
South Korea.

Meanwhile, the U.S. mili-
tary in Japan and South Korea
reported nine new coronavi-
rus patients between 6 p.m.
Friday and 6 p.m. Monday.

Naval Air Facility Atsugi

outside Tokyo had three peo-
ple come up positive on a test
required to exit quarantine,
according to a Facebook post
Monday. They are the only
coronavirus patients on the
base.

On Okinawa, five people
connected to the Marine Corps
have tested positive since Sat-
urday, according to a Face-
book post Monday by Marine
Corps Installations Pacific.
One patient was assigned to
Camp Schwab; two each were
assigned to camps Hansen and

Courtney.

The Marines provided no
further information. They re-
ported no new cases in Febru-
ary and made no coronavirus
reports at all between Jan. 31
and Feb. 22. The service last
reported two new patients on
Jan. 31.

Also Monday, the command-
er of Yokosuka Naval Base,
Capt. Rich Jarrett, said in a
Facebook video that he ex-
pected an “improved outlook”
for delivery of more Moderna
vaccine.

“Due to weather delays and
some logistics factors in the
United States, there’s been
some slow down in vaccine de-
livery,” he said, “but this is
just a temporary setback and
we should see an improved
outlook this week.”

People in his command may
visit nearby Yokohama and
dine there, but are still prohib-
ited from visiting amusement
parks, zoos, aquariums and
similar attractions and may
not ride trains or other forms
of mass transit, Jarrett said.
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Netanyahu accuses Iran of attacking ship

Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on Monday accused
Iran of attacking an Israeli-owned ship in the
Gulf of Oman last week, a mysterious explo-
sion that further spiked security concerns in
the region.

Without offering any evidence to his
claim, Netanyahu told Israeli public broad-
caster Kan that “it was indeed an act by Iran,
that’s clear.”

“Iran is the greatest enemy of Israel, I am
determined to halt it. We are hitting it in the
entire region,” Netanyahu said. Iran
promptly dismissed the charges.

The blast struck the Israeli-owned MV
Helios Ray, a Bahamian-flagged roll-on,
roll-off vehicle cargo ship, as it was sailing
out of the Middle East on its way to Singa-
pore on Friday. The crew was unharmed,
but the vessel sustained two holes on its port
side and two on its starboard side just above
the waterline, according to American de-
fense officials.

The ship came to Dubai’s port for repairs
on Sunday, days after the blast that revived
security concerns in Mideast waterways
amid heightened tensions with Iran.

Iran has sought to pressure the United

States to lift sanctions on Tehran as Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administration considers
options for returning to negotiations with
Iran over its nuclear program. Biden has
said repeatedly the U.S. would return to the
nuclear deal between Tehran and world
powers that his predecessor, Donald Trump,
withdrew from in 2018 only after Iran re-
stores its full compliance with the accord.

The explosion on the Israeli-owned ship
last week recalled the tense summer of 2019,
when the U.S. military accused Iran of at-
tacking several oil tankers in the Gulf of
Oman with limpet mines, designed to be at-
tached magnetically to a ship’s hull. The
Gulf of Oman leads through the narrow
Strait of Hormuz, a vital passage for the
world’s oil supplies. Tehran has denied the
accusations that it was behind the limpet
mine attacks.

It remains unclear what caused Friday’s
blast on the Helios Ray. The vessel had dis-
charged cars at various ports in the Persian
Gulf'before the explosion forced it to reverse
course. Over the weekend, Israel’s defense
minister and army chief had both indicated
they held Iran responsible for what they said
was an attack on the vessel.

Iran responded to Netanyahu’s statement

saying it “strongly rejected” the claim that it
was behind the attack. In a press briefing,
Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatib-
zadeh said Netanyahu was “suffering from
an obsession with Iran” and described his
charges as “fear-mongering.”

Khatibzadeh also accused Israel of taking
“suspicious actions in the region” against
Iranin recent months to undermine the 2015
nuclear deal, without elaborating, and
vowed Iran would respond.

“Israel knows very well that our response
in the field of national security has always
been fierce and accurate,” he said.

Overnight, Syrian state media reported a
series of alleged Israeli airstrikes near Da-
mascus, saying air defense systems had in-
tercepted most of the missiles. Israeli media
reports said the alleged airstrikes were on
Iranian targetsin response to the ship attack.

Israel has struck hundreds of Iranian tar-
gets in neighboring Syria in recent years,
and Netanyahu has repeatedly said Israel
will not accept a permanent Iranian military
presence there. Iran and its Lebanese proxy
Hezbollah have provided military support to
Syrian President Bashar Assad in the more
than decade-long Syrian civil war.

The Israeli military declined comment.

NY governor apologizes for remarks aide
‘misinterpreted as an unwanted flirtation’

Associated Press

ALBANY, N.Y. — New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo acknowledged for the first time Sun-
day that some of his behavior with women
“may have been insensitive or too personal,”
and said he would cooperate with a sexual ha-
rassment investigation led by the state’s attor-
ney general.

Inastatementreleased amid mounting crit-
icism from within his own party, the Demo-
crat maintained he had never inappropriately
touched or propositioned anyone. But he said
hehadteased people about their personallives
in an attempt to be “playful.”

“I now understand that my interactions
may have been insensitive or too personal and
that some of my comments, given my position,
made others feel in ways I never intended. I
acknowledge some of the things I have said
have been misinterpreted as an unwanted flir-
tation. To the extent anyone felt that way, I am
truly sorry about that,” he said.

Cuomo, one of America’s most prominent
governors, is facing the most serious chal-
lenge of his decade in office following claims
he sexually harassed at least two women who
worked for him. Democrats in New York and
around the nation aren’t rallying to his side,
leaving him increasingly isolated from tradi-
tional allies.

His partial admission of wrongdoing came
after a day of wrangling over who should in-
vestigate his behavior. By day’s end, Cuomo
acquiesced to demands that Attorney General
Letitia James control the inquiry.

James said she expected a formal referral
thatwould give her office subpoena power and
allow her to deputize an outside law firm for “a
rigorous and independent investigation.”

“Thisis not aresponsibility we take lightly,”
said James, a Democrat who has been, at
times, allied with Cuomo but is independently
elected and had emerged as a consensus
choice tolead a probe.

Naval Academy
returns solely to
remote learning

Associated Press

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The Naval Academy
says it’s returning classes to remote learning
because there’s been an uptick in coronavirus
cases.

The Capital Gazette reported that the
change took effect Sunday and will be in place
for at least 10 days. New restrictions also in-
clude students eating all meals in dorm rooms.
Midshipmen will be permitted up to two hours
a day of outdoor physical activity daily, and
they can only have one roommate.

All sports practices and events are suspend-
ed except varsity women’s and men’s basket-
ball.

“While our midshipman population is
young and healthy, and likely able to rebound
from COVID-19, there are still too many un-
knowns with COVID-19 to take this situation
lightly,” Superintendent Vice Adm. Sean
Buck said.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Trump urges GOP unity, rehashes lies

Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla.—Takingthe
stage for the first time since
leaving office, former President
Donald Trump called for GOP
unity,evenasheexacerbatedin-
traparty divisions by attacking
fellow Republicans and promot-
ing lies about the election in a
speech that made clear he in-
tends to remain a dominant po-
litical force.

Speaking Sunday at the Con-
servative Political Action Con-
ference, where he was hailed as
areturning hero, Trump blasted
his successor, President Joe Bi-
den, and tried to lay out a vision
for the future of the GOP that re-
volves firmly around him, de-
spite his loss in November.

“Do you miss me yet?” Trump
said after taking the stage to his
old rally soundtrack and cheers
from the supportive crowd.

Trump, in his speech, tried to
downplay the civil war gripping
the party over the extent to

which Republicans should em-
brace him, even as he unfurled
an enemies list, calling out by
name the 10 House Republicans
and seven GOP senators who
voted to impeach or convict him
for inciting the U.S. Capitol riot.
He ended by singling out Rep.
Liz Cheney, the No. 3 House Re-
publican, whohasfaced tremen-
dous backlash in Wyoming for
saying Trump should no longer
play a role in the party or head-
line the event.

While he insisted the division
was merely a spat “between a
handful of Washington, D.C., es-
tablishment political hacks and
everybody else, all over the
country,” Trump had a message
for the incumbents who had
dared to cross him: “Get rid of
’em all.”

The conference, held thisyear
in Orlando instead of the Wash-
ington suburbs to evade CO-
VID-19 restrictions, served as a
tribute to Trump and Trum-

pism, complete with a golden
statue in his likeness on display.
Speakers, including many po-
tential 2024 hopefuls, argued
that the party must embrace the
former president and his follow-
ers, even after the deadly insur-
rection at the Capitol on Jan. 6.

They also repeated in panel
after panel his unfounded
claims that he lost reelection on-
ly because of mass voter fraud,
even though such claims have
been rejected by judges, Repub-
lican state officials and Trump’s
own administration.

Trump, too, continued to re-
peat what Democrats have
dubbed the “big lie,” calling the
election “rigged” and insisting
that he won in November, even
though he lost by more than 7
million votes.

“As you know, they just lost
the White House,” he said of Bi-
den, rewriting history.

It is highly unusual for past
American presidents to publicly

criticize their successors in the
months after leaving office. Ex-
presidents typically step out of
the spotlight for at least a while:
Barack Obama was famously
seen kitesurfing on vacation af-
ter he departed, while George
W.Bushsaid he believed Obama
“deserves my silence” and took
up painting.

Not Trump.

He delivered a sharp rebuke
of what he framed as the new ad-
ministration’s firstmonth of fail-
ures, especially Biden’s ap-
proach to immigration and the
border.

“Joe Biden has had the most
disastrous first month of any
president in modern history,”
Trump said.

White House press secretary
Jen Psaki had brushed off the
expected criticism last week.
“We’ll see what he says, but our
focus is certainly not on what
President Trump is saying at
CPAC,” she told reporters.

Democrats’ electoral process bill
may be biggest overhaul in years

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As Con-
gress begins debate this week on
sweeping voting and ethics legis-
lation, Democrats and Republi-
cans can agree on one thing: If
signed into law, it would usher in
the biggest overhaul of U.S. elec-
tions law in at least a generation.

House Resolution 1, the Demo-
crats’ 791-page bill, would touch
virtually every aspect of the elec-
toral process — striking down
hurdles to voting erected in the
name of election security, curb-
ing partisan gerrymandering
and curtailing the influence of big
money in politics. Republicans
see those measures as threats
that would both limit the power of
states toconductelections and ul-
timately benefit Democrats, no-
tably with higher turnout among
minority voters.

The stakes are prodigious, with
control of Congress and the fate
of President Joe Biden’s legisla-
tive agenda in the balance. But at
its core, a more foundational
principle of American democra-
cy is at play: access to the ballot.

“This goes above partisan in-
terests. The vote is at the heart of
our democratic system of gov-
ernment,” said Fred Wertheim-
er, president of the nonpartisan
good government organization
Democracy 21. “That’s the battle-
ground. And everyone knows it.”

Barriers to voting are as old as
the country, but in more recent
history they have come in the
form of voter ID laws and other
restrictions that are up for debate
in statehouses across the coun-
try.

Rep. John Sarbanes, a Mary-
land Democrat who sponsored

the bill, said that outside of Con-
gress “these aren’t controversial
reforms.” Much of it, he noted,
was derived from recommenda-
tions of a bipartisan commission.

Yet to many Republicans, it
amounts to an unwarranted fed-
eral intrusion into a process that
states should control.

Rep. Rodney Davis, R-IlL, ex-
coriated the measure during a
House hearing last week as “800
pages of election mandates and
free speech regulations” that
poses a “threat to democracy”
and would “weaken voter confi-
dence” in elections.

Citing Congress’ constitutional
authority over federal elections,
Democrats say national rules are
needed to make voting more uni-
form, accessible and fair. The bill
would mandate early voting and
same-day registration.

Prince Philip
moved to
specialized
heart hospital

Associated Press

LONDON — Prince Philip
was transferred Monday to a
specialized London heart hospi-
tal to undergo testing and obser-
vation for a pre-existing heart
condition as he continues to be
treated for an unspecified infec-
tion, Buckingham Palace said.

The 99-year-old husband of
Queen Elizabeth II was moved
from King Edward VII's Hospi-
tal, where he has been treated
since Feb. 17, to St. Bartholo-
mew's Hospital, which special-
izes in cardiac care.

The palace says Philip “re-
mains comfortable and is re-
sponding to treatment but is ex-
pected to remain in hospital un-
til at least the end of the week.”
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Farmworkers get vaccine at Galif. clinic

Associated Press

MORGAN HILL — Califor-
nia farmworkers lined up for
the coronavirus vaccine at a
mobile clinic that organizers
hope will be a model for ou-
treach to a community that’s
been disproportionately affect-
ed by COVID-19.

About 1,000 workers from
several farms were expected to
receive shots Sunday and
Wednesday at the Monterey
Mushrooms facility in Morgan
Hill, Santa Clara County health
officials said.

The San Francisco Chronicle
reported the county’s first mo-
bile vaccine clinic targeted
farmworkers to comply with
newly expanded state eligibility
that includes workers in the
education sector, emergency
services, and in food and agri-
culture. County officials expect
to move next to a location in
agricultural Gilroy, the news-
paper said.

The United Farm Workers
union joined the county and
Monterey Mushrooms, a long-
time agricultural producer, in
partnering to organize Sunday’s
event.

Farmworkers have been one
of the hardest hit communities
since the start of the pandemic.
A University of California, Ber-
keley study found that 13% of
Salinas Valley farmworkers
tested positive for the coronavi-
rus between mid-July and No-
vember. In comparison, only
5% of Californians overall test-
ed positive between the start of
the pandemic in March and No-
vember, according to the
Chronicle.

At least 35 of the state’s S8
counties have begun vaccinat-
ing education workers, the gov-
ernor’s office said last week.

Alaska

JUNEAU — Scientists in
Alaska have discovered 10
cases of a new coronavirus
strain that researchers have
said is more contagious and po-
tentially more effective at evad-

ing vaccines.

The B.1.429 variant, first dis-
covered in California, was iden-
tified in Alaska in early January
and has since been detected
nine more times, according to a
report released Wednesday by
scientists assembled by the
state to investigate new strains.

At least six groups of B.1.429
cases have been detected state-
wide this year, the report said.

Scientists and public health
officials have expressed con-
cerns about multiple new
strains of the coronavirus,
which they say could prolong
the pandemic even as govern-
ments scale up their vaccina-
tion efforts, KITOO-FM report-
ed.

Minnesota

MINNEAPOLIS — Minneso-
ta health officials on Sunday re-
ported a daily record for CO-
VID-19 vaccinations, with near-
ly 70,000 new doses adminis-
tered in the last day.

It was the second straight day
that a new high of vaccinations
was recorded, after about
56,000 doses were given out on
Saturday. The state has been
working to catch up on doses af-
ter delays in supply caused by
bad weather around the coun-
try.

More than 47,000 of the new-
ly reported vaccinations were
initial doses.

Minnesota averaged more
than 34,000 vaccinations a day
over the past week, the highest
numbers since immunizations
began in December. At that
pace, about 80% of state resi-
dents would be able to get a shot
by August, Minnesota Public
Radio News reported.

Missouri

ST. LOUIS — Health officials
and community groups in Mis-
souri are working together to
help vaccinate seniors and oth-
er people who might have diffi-
culty getting to a clinic for the
coronavirus.

As part of the vaccination

campaign, the Urban League of
Metropolitan St. Louis is hold-
ing one-day vaccination events
at senior apartments with the
state and the Missouri National
Guard. Health departments
and hospitals have set up tele-
phone hotlines to help people
who don’t have internet access.
Local health centers have sent
staff to seniors’ homes to get
residents signed up and orga-
nized buses to bring them to
vaccine clinics.

Officials have said the elderly
are far more likely to die or
have severe cases of COVID-19.
In Missouri, about 17% of the
state’s population is 6S or older,
but that group accounts for 85%
of the deaths attributed to the
virus.

St. Louis’s health director,
Dr. Fredrick Echols, said that
eventually vaccination events
could be held in churches and
other places that are easy for
area residents to access. Offi-
cials will evaluate different
sites in the city, to ensure they
have enough parking, and are
spacious enough to hold a so-
cially distanced event. And FE-
MA is planning to provide a mo-
bile unit to the city, to help vac-
cinate residents who are home-
bound.

South Dakota

SIOUX FALLS — South Da-
kota is expected to receive
7,000 doses this week of the re-
cently-approved Johnson &
Johnson coronavirus vaccine.

It brings the state’s allotment
to just over 25,000 doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccine per week.

South Dakota Department of
Health Secretary Kim Malsam-
Rysdon said the one-shot J&J
vaccine is a great option for
people that have trouble being
able to schedule a second dose.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration on Saturday cleared the
J&J vaccine. One dose is 85%
protective against the most se-
vere COVID-19 illness, accord-
ing to a massive study that
spanned three continents.

Texas

DALLAS — Texas reported
197 more deaths from CO-
VID-19 on Sunday following a
steady decline in the number of
people hospitalized with the
disease caused by the coronavi-
rus.

The Texas Department of
State Health Services also re-
ported 2,921 new confirmed
cases of the virus Sunday and
another 715 probable cases. The
state has reported more than
2.28 million confirmed cases
since the start of the pandemic
and 42,936 total fatalities.

There were 5,696 people hos-
pitalized with COVID-19 in
Texas on Saturday, the most re-
cent day for which state data
was available. That’s a decline
of more than 1,400 from a week
earlier.

Over the last week, more than
15% of COVID-19 tests in Texas
have come back positive, ac-
cording to data from Johns
Hopkins University. Research-
ers at the university said Texas
has fully vaccinated more than
6% of its population.

Washington

OLYMPIA — Washington
Gov. Jay Inslee has signed into
law a bill that waives certain an-
nual liquor license fees for res-
taurants, breweries, wineries
and other venues hit hard by
the coronavirus pandemic.

Inslee tweeted that he signed
the bill on Sunday, saying the
one-time waivers “will provide
some financial relief while we
work to get them back to capac-
ity.”

KXLY-TV reported that the
licenses can cost from just over
$100 for beer and wine specialty
shops to more than $2,200 for
restaurants serving beer, wine
and spirits. License fee waivers
go into effect in April.

Restaurants and retailers are
able to operate at 25% capacity
under Washington’s current re-
strictions designed to stem the
spread of the virus.
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Police arrest 3 for drunk
driving in highway crash

w MOUNT PLEASANT

— Authorities said
three drunken drivers were in-
volved in a crash early Sunday
morning in a south Milwaukee
suburb.

The incident happened short-
ly before 3 a.m. when a man
driving a Ford F-250 pickup
truck the wrong way on a four-
lane highway in Mount Pleas-
ant collided head-on with a mo-
torist in a GMC Yukon. Shortly
thereafter, aman in a Chevrolet
Equinox crashed into the pick-
up, Mount Pleasant police said
in a release.

Police said the man in the Yu-
kon, which burst into flames af-
ter the collision, was located at a
nearby hospital and arrested.
The drivers of the pickup and
and the Equinox were arrested
on scene. The extent of any in-
juries from the crash were not
noted in the release.

Police said Kraig Herbrecht-
smeir, S6, of Racine, was
charged with first offense oper-
ating while intoxicated and
driving the wrong way on a di-
vided highway. Christopher
Sanchez, 33, of Racine, was
charged with first offense OWI.
Herber Aguirre-Lopez, 4S5, of
Kenosha, was charged with
third offense OWI.

About 30 cars involved in
pileup crash on icy bridge

M BILLINGS — Doz-

ens of vehicles
crashed into each other Satur-
day on an icy interstate high-
way bridge over the Yellow-
stone River outside Billings,
Mont., making the span appear
like a wrecking yard with

mashed cars and trucks.

The pileup involved about 30
vehicles, the Montana Highway
Patrol said on Twitter. No fatal-
ities were reported but two peo-
ple were injured, the highway
patrol said. It blamed ice on the
bridge as a cause for the wreck,
which closed Interstate 90 for a
time.

First responders found the
two injured people under the
bridge, the Billings Gazette re-
ported.

The Montana Highway Pa-
trol said on Twitter that the two
injured people “jumped from
the bridge during the incident
to avoid being struck by a vehi-
cle. They suffered serious inju-
ries but are expected to recov-
er.”

19th-century home OK'd
for move to new location

AMHERST — Au-

thorities have
cleared the way for a 19th-cen-
tury home in Amherst, Mass., to
be moved intact to a new site
about a mile away.

The two-story building own-
ed by Amherst College will be
brought to a vacant lot after the
Historical Commission gave
unanimous approval last month
to lift a yearlong demolition de-
lay put in place last May, The
Daily Hampshire Gazette re-
ported.

Mark Andrews, capital pro-
jects manager at the college,
said the move is being coordi-
nated by Amherst developer
Barry Roberts, who owns the
new lot and the neighboring
property on which a mixed-use
building with apartments and a
medical office on the ground
floor is being developed.

Roberts said he is working

with the state Department of
Transportation to schedule the
day and time the home will be
moved down the Route 9 hill
and past Amherst College’s ath-
letic fields.

Teen helped rescue 100s
of rabbits, guinea pigs

F POMPANO BEACH

— A South Florida
high school student helped res-
cue 260 rabbits and guinea pigs
when she heard about their
plight.

The Sun-Sentinel reported
that Dylan Warfel, a Pompano
Beach senior, began a massive
coordination effort to rescue
dozens of the animals and find
them new homes.

It unfolded across the state
from Warfel, in the town of Alva
near Fort Myers. Animals that
were found also included
horses and ducks, all living in
squalor, uncared for and many
with horrifying injuries.

Warfel, who has been rescu-
ing animals for five years,
called animal rescue groups
she’d worked with in the past
and others that could offer help.
In a matter of days, she’d found
homes for the majority of the
260 rabbits and guinea pigs.

Police say man attacked
4 ambulance facilities

c OLD SAYBROOK —

A Torrington man
who authorities said targeted at
least four Connecticut EMS
agencies with Molotov cocktails
has been arrested in Pennsyl-
vania, police said.

Richard White, 37, was ar-
rested shortly after 10 p.m. Sat-
urday after police obtained a
warrant on third-degree arson
and burglary charges, NBC

Connecticut reported.
0Old Saybrook Police Chief
Michael Spera said White

threw a Molotov cocktail on the
ground at an ambulance facility
in Meriden on Saturday, then
drove to Old Saybrook and
threw a Molotov cocktail at an
ambulance facility there. Police
said White also set two fires at
ambulance facilities in Roxbu-
ry.
There were no reports of in-
juries from the attacks.

Man accused of robbing
postal service workers

P PHILADELPHIA —
A Philadelphia man
has been charged with robbing
postal service workers and kid-
napping after police said he
forced a postal worker into a
mail truck and made her drive
him around at gunpoint before
he fled with several packages.

James Chandler, 54, was or-
dered to be detained until trial
during a federal court appear-
ance on Friday. A phone mess-
age left with attorneys at the
Defender Association of Phila-
delphia was not returned.

The indictment alleges that
Chandler robbed two uni-
formed postal workers in sepa-
rate incidents on Jan. 11 and
Feb. 4. During both incidents,
he used a replica handgun to
force the employees into their
postal trucks and stole packag-
es.

The kidnapping charge
stems from the February inci-
dent, when authorities allege
Chandler forced the postal
worker at gunpoint to drive him
for several blocks in her mail
truck before stealing packages.

— From wire reports
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MLB Fans, players enjoy return to parks

Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Brian Delaney
checked his ticket, found his seats and then
sat down for a minute in the sunshine. It
wasn’t a typical late February day in Arizona
— a little cool, a little breezy — but Delaney
didn’t complain a bit.

“You ever been through a Colorado win-
ter?” the Colorado Rockies fan said.

The good humor and smiles were easy to
find as baseball fans streamed into Sunday
afternoon’s spring training opener between
the Rockies and Arizona Diamondbacks. A
downward trend in COVID-19 cases through-
out most of the country has meant that alimit-
ed amount of fans are allowed back in spring
training facilities throughout Arizona and
Florida.

At Salt River Fields at Talking Stick, the
crowd was capped at about 2,200 fans, which
is 16% of the usual capacity. Delaney said he
never hesitated to get tickets for himself and
Debra Mierzwa once they went on sale a few
weeks ago.

“Oh yeah,” Delaney said. “We were never
worried. This is great.”

The happy and halfway-normal scene on
Sunday was a far cry from 353 days ago,
when incredulous fans stood outside Salt Riv-
er Fields and digested the news that baseball
— and pretty much the rest of the world —
was being shut down because of the spread-
ing coronavirus pandemic.

Nearly a year later, things are different.

“It seemed like forever,” said Brandon
Ramsey, who lives in the Phoenix area and
went to the Reds-Indians game in Goodyear

on Sunday. “Last year got cut a little short. To
come out here for opening day is just fantas-
tic. They did a greatjob in socially distancing.
They made sure we were safe.”

Aside from the World Series and NL
Championship Series held last October at a
neutral-site park in Arlington, Texas, this
marked the first time fans were allowed at
big league baseball games since March 12.

By now the safety protocols for sports
events have become familiar. Fans in Scotts-
dale are spread out in small pods of two, four
or six people. Masks are worn except when
eating and drinking. People sitting on blan-
kets in the grass beyond the outfield wall
were given spray-painted squares to stay
separate. Cleaning crews are ubiquitous.

But spring baseball appears to have a con-
siderable safety advantage over its NBA,
NHL and college basketball counterparts:
It’s played outdoors where studies have
shown the virus is less effective at spreading.

“We feel really good about our ability to
host spring training in the safest possible
way,” Cactus League executive director
Bridget Binsbacher said.

All 30 teams in Major League Baseball are
allowing fans at their spring training facili-
ties in Arizona and Florida, though capacity
will be severely limited. The Chicago Cubs
are welcoming the most fans (3,630 per
game) while the San Francisco Giants will
have the fewest (1,000 per game).

The Yankees and Twins have the largest
percentage of seats available, with the poten-
tial to reach 28% of capacity.

Fans certainly seem excited about getting

back to the park. The players have missed
them, too.

Oakland right-hander Daulton Jefferies
got a thrill from facing the loaded Los An-
geles Dodgers lineup with fans in the seats at
last. The limited crowd of 1,998 was a sellout
at Hohokam Stadium in Mesa, Ariz.

“Even though it’s 20-percent capacity it
didn’t feel like it,” Jefferies said. “Everyone
was very loud. It was just a lot of fun. I think
we truly underestimated how much we mis-
sed it.”

The outlook for spring training has
changed drastically just in the past month.
Back in January, the Cactus League sent a
letter to MLB suggesting that the spring
schedule be delayed because of high CO-
VID-19 case counts in Maricopa County,
which is home to all 15 teams in Arizona.

But then cases plummeted in Arizona and
Binsbacher and others became much more
optimistic.

Delaney said he and Mierzwa were coming
to Arizona regardless of the baseball situa-
tion. They enjoy trail running and Arizona in
February is a fine time for that sport. Busi-
nesses in Arizona hope there more Delaneys
and Mierzwas out there to make 2021 a little
less painful.

“It’s all part of moving the right direction,”
Binsbacher said. “I can’t stress enough —
health and safety was at the forefront of ev-
erything we did. But the financial numbers
are real. It definitely impacts our businesses
and the numbers speak for themselves. It’s a
tremendous impact.”

J.J. Watt agrees to 2-year deal with Cardinals

Associated Press

J.J. Watt has agreed to a two-year con-
tract with the Arizona Cardinals.

The team announced the deal with the
free-agent edge rusher on Monday. Watt
was released last month by the Houston
Texans, for whom he won three NFL Defen-
sive Player of the Year awards.

A person familiar with the contract told
The Associated Press that the total package
is worth $31 million. The person spoke on
condition of anonymity because the team
did not reveal any terms.

A five-time All-Pro, Watt — who turns 32
in three weeks — has been one of the NFL’s
best players for a decade, but asked out in
Houston, which is undergoing a roster up-
heaval. Watt joins another former Texans
star, wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins, in

Arizona. Hopkins was acquired by the Car-
dinals in a one-sided trade a year ago.

Watt had one year remaining on a six-
year, $100 million contract with the Texans.

Though he has been plagued by injuries
in recent years, Watt started all 128 games
in which he appeared in the past 10 years
after entering the league as Houston’s first-
round selection, 11th overall, in the 2011
draft out of Wisconsin. In 2017, he was se-
lected as the Walter Payton NFL Man of the
Year for his work in helping Houston recov-
er from Hurricane Harvey. Watt, who long
has been lauded for his humanitarian ef-
forts, helped raise more than $40 million in
hurricane relief in 2017.

He was the league’s top defensive player
in 2012, 2014 and 2015. Then injuries began
to slow him. He appeared in only three

games in 2016 and five the next season, side-
lined by back problems and then a broken
leg. In 2019, Watt missed half of the sched-
ule with a torn pectoral muscle.

He returned to play the entire 2020 sea-
son and was effective, though not dominant.

So the Cardinals likely are not getting a
vintage Watt, the only player in NFL history
with 20 or more sacks and 10 or more passes
defended in a single season, doing it in both
2012 and 2014. He’s tied for fifth among de-
fensive lineman in league history with six
touchdowns in the regular season, includ-
ing three TD catches. He has 101 career
sacks, and over the past decade leads the
league in tackles for losses (172), quarter-
back hits (281), multi-sack games (26) and
sack yards (713 ¥2).
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Ovechkin sends streaking Caps past Devils

Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — Alex Ovechkin broke a
second-period tie and the streaking Wash-
ington Capitals welcomed back top goalten-
der Ilya Samsonov from an extended ab-
sence because of COVID-19 with a 3-2 victo-
ry over the skidding New Jersey Devils on
Sunday.

Samsonov made 19 saves and looked shaky
at times in helping Washington win its third
straight game and sixth of eight (6-1-1). Nick-
las Backstrom and Jakub Vrana also scored
as the Caps swept a weekend series at the
Prudential Center.

“It was great to see him back there and it
was great to get him a win in the first game he
is back to,” Backstrom said of Samsonov.

“I thought they had some really good
chances there in the third and he really
played solid back there. I mean I think when
the season has been a little bit like his so far,
it’s good with confidence.”

Washington coach Peter Laviolette said
Samsonov, who had played in four recent
games with Hershey of the AHL, started
slowly.

“I thought he got stronger as the game
went on, and then when it’s 3-2 and the
game’s hanging in the balance, I actually
thought that was when he was at his best,”
Laviolette said.

Rookies Mikhail Maltsev and Yegor Sha-
rangovich scored for New Jersey, which has
lost five of six. Mackenzie Blackwood had 20
saves.

Ovechkin, who had only one goal in his past
eight games, snapped a 2-all tie at 13:37, beat-
ing Blackwood with a wrist shot from be-
tween the circles on a quick counter. It was
his seventh of the season and 362nd on the
road, tying him for second all time in the
NHL with Steve Yzerman. Wayne Gretzky is
No. 1 with 402.

Blackhawks 7, Red Wings 2: Patrick
Kane scored his 400th career goal, Kevin
Lankinen made a career-high 44 saves and
host Chicago split a two-game set with De-
troit.

Kane became the 100th NHL player to re-
ach 400 goals. He is the fourth player in fran-
chise history to reach the milestone, joining
Hall of Famers Bobby Hull and Stan Mikita
and longtime star Steve Larmer.

Islanders 2, Penguins 0: Oliver Wahl-
strom and Jean-Gabriel Pageau each scored
power-play goals and rookie Ilya Sorokin
made 20 saves as host New York beat Pitts-
burgh to finish a strong February.

The Islanders went 8-2-2 in the month,
with all four losses coming against the Pen-
guins — who they were playing for the sixth
time in February. New York remains the on-
ly team in the league without aregulationloss

at home, with a 7-0-2 mark at Nassau Coli-
seum.

Flyers 3, Sabres 0: Carter Hart stopped
28 shots and visiting Philadelphia shut out
Buffalo for the second consecutive day.

Sean Couturier and Michael Raffl broke
the game open by scoring 7S seconds apart
early in the second period. James van Riems-
dyk also scored in the second by creatively
tipping in Joel Farabee’s pass from the blue
line, and the Flyers won their third straight
following a 1-2-2 skid.

Bruins 4, Rangers 1: Charlie McAvoy had
a goal and an assist to lead Boston to a win at
New York.

Tuukka Rask made 20 saves and earned
his 299th NHL victory. Charlie Coyle scored
twice and David Pastrnak added two assists
as the Bruins snapped a two-game skid.
Trent Frederic also scored for Boston.

Alexandar Georgiev made 31 saves, but
the Rangers fell for the second time in three
games. Colin Blackwell scored for New York.

Predators 3, Blue Jackets 1: Nick Cou-
sins, Eeli Tolvanen and Erik Haula scored,
and Juuse Saros made 28 saves to lead host
Nashville past Columbus. Roman Josi had
two assists for the Predators, who have won
four of five.

Kevin Stenlund scored and Joonas Korpi-
salo made 26 saves for the sliding Blue Jack-
ets, who have lost five straight.

Garza, Weiskamp lift lowa over Ohio State

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Luka
Garza rushed through a nation-
al TV interview after No. 9 Iowa
routed No. 4 Ohio State on Sun-
day because he couldn’t wait to
start celebrating with team-
mates in the locker room.

“They waited on me, and we
had a little celebration,” Garza
said after scoring 24 points and
pulling down 10 rebounds in the
Hawkeyes’ 73-57 win over the
Buckeyes. “It’s a huge win for
our group, to be able to beat a
team like that on their home
floor. It’s impressive for us, and
it’s huge going forward, espe-
cially with seeding in the Big
Ten tournament and the NCAA
Tournament.”

Joe Weiskamp added 19
points — including S-for-9

shooting from three-point range
— for Iowa (18-7, 12-6 Big Ten),
which has won five of six with
two games remaining in its reg-
ular season.

E.J. Liddell had 15 points and
Justice Sueing scored 10 for
Ohio State (18-7,12-7). Recently
projected asaNo.1 NCAA Tour-
nament seed, the team has lost
three games in eight days.

After Liddell hit a jumper to
open the game, the Buckeyes
never led again.

A 10-3 Hawkeyes run made it
42-28 at the break. Ohio State
mounted a 14-2 run to open the
second half and got back within
two with 16:49 left. But a three-
pointer from Weiskamp and a
couple of baskets in the paint by
Garza got Iowa out of the danger
zone and the Buckeyes couldn’t

chip away.

“They clearly outplayed us,
outperformed us, outcoached
us,” Ohio State coach Chris
Holtmann said. “We’ve got to
get back to work.”

Butler 73, No. 8 Villanova
61: Chuck Harris scored 20
points and Jair Bolden added 15
on Sunday to lead the host Bull-
dogs past the Wildcats.

Butler (9-13, 8-11 Big East)
has won two straight since snap-
ping a three-game losing streak.

Jeremiah Robinson-Earl fin-
ished with 16 points and 16 re-
bounds to lead Villanova (15-4,
10-3).

No. 12 Houston 98, South
Florida 52: Quentin Grimes
scored 22 points, all in the first
half, to lead the host Cougars to
arout.

Grimes scored 16 straight
points at one point for Houston
(20-3, 13-3 American Athletic
Conference).

Navy 66, Loyola (Md.) 58:
John Carter Jr. came off the
bench to tally 16 points to help
the host Mids clinch the No. 1
seed into the Patriot League
tournament.

Daniel Deaver had 15 points
for Navy (15-2, 12-1), which
earned its fifth straight victory.

Army 57, Boston University
55: Alex King scored 19 points
and his 16-foot fadeaway jump
shot with 1.1 seconds left lifted
the host Black Knights (11-8, 7-7
Patriot League) to the win.

Nick Finke and Lonnie Gray-
son combined to grab 17 of Ar-
my’s 28 rebounds.
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Antetokounmpo, Bucks rally past Clippers

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Giannis Anteto-
kounmpo and the Milwaukee Bucks
showed they can still rally in the fourth
quarter to win games with their defense.

Antetokounmpo scored 36 points and
sparked a game-closing 9-0 run as the
Bucks rallied to beat the Los Angeles Clip-
pers 105-100 on Sunday for their fifth con-
secutive victory.

Milwaukee led the NBA in defensive ef-
ficiency while posting the league’s best
regular-season record each of the last two
years. The Bucks generally haven’t per-
formed quite as well on defense this sea-
son but stifled Los Angeles down the
stretch.

Milwaukee held the Clippers scoreless
over the final four minutes of the game
and won for the first time in 11 games this
season when trailing after three quarters.

“It’s great when you go against the best
in the world down the stretch,” said Ante-

tokounmpo, who also had 14 rebounds and
five assists. “You’re trying to get a stop,
and they’re trying to score on you to win
the game. ... I love just taking that individ-
ual pride in guarding the best players.”
Kawhi Leonard’s potential tying three-
point attempt bounced off the front rim in
the closing seconds. Khris Middleton got
the rebound and sealed it by making two
free throws with 2.1 seconds remaining.
“It’s a step in the right direction,” said
Middleton, who had 19 points, eight assists
and six rebounds. “We have to prove it by
doing it over and over again, not just one
game or two games. But I think tonight
was a great sign that we’re headed in the
right direction as far as defensively.”
After trailing by seven points in the
fourth quarter, the Bucks regained the
lead 101-100 when Antetokounmpo made
two free throws with 1:57 left.
The Clippers had the ball with a chance
to take the lead on three separate occa-
sions after that but couldn’t convert. Paul

George missed a contested layup with 1:35
remaining. Leonard missed a three-point
attempt with 1:05 left. George missed a
three-point try with about 35 seconds left.

Middleton found Antetokounmpo for a
dunk to make it 103-100 with 10.3 seconds
left. Antetokounmpo high-stepped up the
court in celebration as the Clippers called
a timeout.

George said after the game that the
Clippers should have picked up the pace
on offense down the stretch. Leonard
agreed.

“I thought we came down too slow,” Le-
onard said. “As a team, I don’t feel like
we’re there yet. We’re looking to the side-
line a lot for plays. I feel like our pace has
pretty much slowed down. You’ve got to
give them credit, though. They locked in.”

George had 16 points, seven rebounds
and seven assists for the Clippers. Serge
Ibaka had 15 points and 11 rebounds.

Donte DiVincenzo had 11 and Brook Lo-
pez added 10 for the Bucks.

Lakers don’t let up in rout of Warriors

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Los
Angeles Lakers blew a 14-point,
fourth-quarter lead in their first
meeting against the Golden
State Warriors. They were de-
termined not to let that happen
Sunday night.

LeBron James scored 19
points in his 1,300th regular-
season appearance as the Lak-
ers routed the Warriors 117-91.
He was one of six Los Angeles
players to score in double fig-
ures in a game that was never in
doubt.

The Lakers were up 20 at the
end of the first quarter and had
a 73-44 lead at halftime.

“Our starters played terrific,”
Lakers coach Frank Vogel said.
“They had a mindset to make
sure they took care of business
against a team that stole one
from us the last time.”

Forward Markieff Morris
was a little more direct about
the revenge factor.

“We remember getting up big

last time and then coming
back,” he said. “We wanted to
make our mark early and just
keep our foot on their neck
throughout the game.”

Suns 118, Timberwolves 99:
Devin Booker scored 21 of his
season-high 43 points in the
third quarter to carry Phoenix
to a win at Minnesota for its 14th
win in last 17 games.

Booker hit 15 of 26 shots from
the floor, repeatedly blowing by
his defenders for smooth pullup
jumpers and traffic-beating,
twisting layups for the 13th 40-
point game of his six-year ca-
reer.

The two-time All-Star Game
pick — each as an injury re-
placement — went 12 for 13
from the free-throw line to help
the surging Suns improve to 22-
11.

Celtics 111, Wizards 110:
Jayson Tatum made two twist-
ing, driving baskets in the final
15 seconds and finished with 31
points, helping host Boston
overcome Bradley Beal’s 46-

point night for Washington.

Kemba Walker scored 21
points for the Celtics, and Da-
niel Theis had 20 points and
nine rebounds. Boston, which
beat Indiana on Friday, has won
consecutive games for the first
time since late January.

Grizzlies 133, Rockets 84:
Justise Winslow scored 20
points and Memphis won at
Houston for the Rockets’ 11th
straight loss.

In just his fourth game back
after missing more than a year
because of a hip injury, Winslow
— playing in his hometown —
had his best scoring night since
October 2019.

Knicks 109, Pistons 90: Juli-
us Randle scored 17 of his 25
points in the second half and
New York won at Detroit to
move above .500.

At 18-17, the Knicks have the
fourth-best record in the East-
ern Conference and have won
seven of their last nine games.
They haven't been above .500
this far into the season since

they were 54-28 at the end of
2012-13, according to SportRa-
dar.

Heat 109, Hawks 99: Ken-
drick Nunn scored 24 points and
host Miami extended the NBA’s
longest current winning streak
to six games, beating Atlanta to
get back to .500.

Bam Adebayo had 16 points
and 13 rebounds to help the
Heat improve to 17-17. They
were without Jimmy Butler be-
cause of inflammation in his
right knee.

Hornets 127, Kings 126: PJ
Washington scored a career-
high 42 points, Malik Monk con-
verted a three-point play with
1.4 seconds remaining and visit-
ing Charlotte stunned Sacra-
mento with a late rally.

Monk finished with 21 points
to help the Hornets come back
despite playing without leading
scorer Gordon Hayward, who
sat out with a hand injury.
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