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Military families facing food insecurity

By LARA KoORTE
Stars and Stripes

The rate of military families
suffering from food insecurity
has surged in the last two years,
according to the latest annual
survey of spouses, active-duty
service members and veterans.

More than 41% of respondents
inanew Military Family Adviso-
ry Network study said they expe-
rienced low or very low food se-
curityin 2025, up from about16%
in 2023.

That is nearly three times the
national rate of food insecurity in
2024, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.

The findings point to growing
financial pressures across mili-
tary households that research-
erssaid threaten morale and mil-
itary readiness.

“Military families are operat-
ing with really tight financial
budgets, and food insecurity is
just one indicator of a larger fi-
nancial strain,” said Gabby

L’Esperance, vice president of
research and evaluation at
MFAN.

The survey found that 85% of
respondents were paying more
than what they could comforta-
bly afford to cover housing, rent
or utility payments. Much like
food insecurity, housing bur-
dens were also greater on enlist-
ed families compared with offi-
cer families.

“We see enlisted family re-
spondents consistently report-
ing different outcomesthan their
officer counterparts,” L’Espe-
rance said.

Junior enlisted families re-
ported the highestrate of food in-
security among those surveyed,
about 74%. Currently serving
families also reported food inse-
curity at higher rates than veter-
an and retiree populations, ac-
cording to the report.

Researchers cautioned that
the increase from 2023 was part-
ly driven by changes in the sur-

vey population, whichincluded a
larger share of currently serving
families and enlisted respon-
dents compared to previous
years. But they said the findings
also reflect growing economic
strain facing military families.

The polling was conducted be-
tween October 2025 and January
2026 as rising costs, a strained
housing market and the govern-
ment shutdown worsened finan-
cial conditions for many military
families.

Forthe first time since the sur-
vey launched more than a dec-
ade ago, military families identi-
fied grocery prices as a signifi-
cant factor preventing them
from making ends meet. Nearly
58% of respondents said rising
food costs were the biggest bar-
rier to saving money.

Spouse unemployment is also
increasing, especially among ac-
tive-duty families. The survey
found that nearly a third of
spouses in currently-serving

families are unemployed, com-
pared with 19% across the entire
population.

One of the biggest factors driv-
ing spouses out of the workforce
isaccesstoaffordable child care,
L’Esperance said. Withoutit, she
said many spouses can’t main-
tain a full-time job, which in turn
worsens other financial burdens
related to food and housing.

Housing costs have also be-
come a major burden. Nearly
60% of active-duty families are
paying more than their basic al-
lowance for housing, the report
said.

The financial strain has left
many families with little cushion
foremergencies. Nearly 1in 3 re-
spondents said they have less
than $500 in emergency savings.
Thatrate was highestamong vet-
eran and retiree families, at 36%.

The report urged leaders and
policymakers to treat military
families’ financial health as ana-
tional security imperative.

Rutte trumpets examples

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Thousands of U.S. military
planes took off from bases and
airports in Europe during the
Iran war, NATO’s top official
said this week while pushing
back on White House claims
that allies did not offer support
during the conflict.

Secretary-General Mark
Rutte said during a meeting
Wednesday with President Do-
nald Trump that up to 5,000
U.S. military flights launched
from inside NATO territory
during the six-week campaign
against Iran.

“I know there have been iso-
lated cases about which you are
really disappointed, but gener-

ally speaking, your European
allies have been there with
you,” Rutte said.

However, Trump seemed un-
convinced by Rutte’s argument.

“We were disappointed with
most of them,” he said.

During the campaign, nu-
merous U.S. military bases in
Europe aided combat oper-
ations against Iran. The list in-
cludes locations in Germany,
the United Kingdom, Italy and
Romania.

Rutte highlighted an instance
in which an airport in Buchar-
est, the Romanian capital, was
closed to commercial traffic for
a time so that U.S. aerial refuel-
ing tankers could get airborne.

His comments come as allies

of NATO help in Iran war

in Europe face intense U.S. crit-
icism over disagreements
about the Iran conflict. Last
week, Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth blasted NATO mem-
bers for what he called a lack of
support.

Decisions about the United
States’ future force posture in
Europe will be influenced by
how allies responded to the op-
eration in Iran, Hegseth said.

Trump on Wednesday reiter-
ated his unhappiness with allies
and singled out several coun-
tries, including Germany.

His irritation with Germany
could stem more from Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz’s comments
about the war rather than from
issues with base access and

overflight rights, given the
large role American facilities in
Germany played in the war.

Merz said in April that the
United States was “being hu-
miliated by the Iranian leader-
ship” and that the war should
come to a quick end. Soon after
those comments, the Pentagon
announced a plan to pull 5,000
troops from Germany.

Rutte was largely effusive in
his praise of Trump during
their discussion Wednesday
and said the war in Iran was a
boost for European security. At
one point, Rutte stood beside a
chart highlighting how NATO
allies have increased defense
spending during Trump’s first
and second terms.
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US pays $17M to Red Hill spill plaintiffs

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice this week paid approxi-
mately $17 million to hundreds
of people affected by the U.S.
Navy’s 2021 jet fuel spill in Ha-
waii, but plaintiffs’ attorneys
say thousands of claims remain
unresolved.

The DOJ made payments
Monday to 629 plaintiffs, follow-
ing approval of a settlement
May 19 by the U.S. District
Court in Hawaii, according to a
DOJ news release Wednesday.

The settlements stem from
two lawsuits following the 2021
JP-S jet fuel spill at the Navy’s
Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Fa-
cility in Honolulu that contam-
inated groundwater used by
thousands of military personnel
and civilians on and near Joint

Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

More than 93,000 people
were affected by the spill, with
thousands forced to temporari-
ly relocate. Residents at the
time complained about head-
aches, nausea and fatigue, and
some say health problems con-
tinue to this day.

Approximately 7,000 individ-
uals claimed injury due to the
tainted water, according to the
most recent amended com-
plaint filed in August.

The federal government has
thus far settled with about 3,600
civilians who filed claims con-
nected with the spill, the DOJ
said Wednesday.

The first 17 “bellwether”
plaintiffs went to trial in 2024,
U.S. District Court Judge Leslie
Kobayashi in May 2025 award-
ed them amounts between

$37,500 and $80,000 in those
cases.

“This Justice Department is
proud to announce the fair and
efficient resolution of claims re-
lating to the Red Hill jet fuel
spills,” Associate Attorney Gen-
eral Stanley Woodward said in
the release. “These latest settle-
ments show that we strive to
handle all potential settlements
justly, and according to the pub-
lic interest, without exception.”

Approximately 3,000 civil-
ians’ and 1,000 service mem-
bers’ cases remain unresolved
or unpaid, plaintiffs’ attorney
Kristina Baehr, of the Texas-
based Just Well Law PLLC, said
by email Wednesday.

The settlements so far are a
“step in the right direction,” but
the average $27,000-per-person
payment is well below court-or-

dered damages in the bellweth-
er cases, she said by phone
Thursday.

“They’re legally allowed to do
that, but they can’t start paying
out those payments that are so
much less than the judge’s order
and then claim that they’re tak-
ing care of America’s heroes,”
she said.

Separately, the federal gov-
ernment has refused to com-
pensate service members after
arguing that exposure to con-
taminated water was “incident
to military service,” Baehr said
in a separate email Thursday.

Just Law appealed that issue
to the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, where Baehr plans to
ask whether “bathing yourself
and your babies at home is an
act that is ‘incident to military
service,” ” she said.

Officer who gave soldier
abortion drug gets 12 years

BY GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

JOINT BASE LEWIS-
MCCHORD, Wash. — An Army
captain was sentenced Wednes-
day to 12 years in prison after
pleading guilty to intentionally
killing the unborn child of ajunior
enlisted soldier he impregnated.

Capt. Brandon Jones-Adams,
34, admitted to secretly adminis-
tering the drug mifepristone to
the soldier, causing an abortion.

Mifepristone is a medication
that works primarily by blocking
the hormone progesterone. By
blocking progesterone, the drug
causes the uterine lining to break
down, ending the pregnancy.

Jones-Adams also pleaded
guilty to domestic violence, fra-
ternization and conduct unbe-
coming an officer under the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice.

The prosecution was led by the
Army Office of Special Trial

Counsel, based at Fort Belvoir,
Va. The office handles murder,
kidnapping and major sex crimes
involving soldiers.

“Capt. Jones-Adams’ actions
were deliberate, calculated and
malicious,” said Circuit Chief Lt.
Col. Tyler Heimann, 6th Circuit,
Army Office of Special Trial
Counsel. “By committing these
crimes, he inflicted profound
harm on his victim and betrayed
thetrustplacedinhimas an Army
officer.”

Jones-Adams is assigned to
Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 23rd Brigade Engi-
neer Battalion, 1-2 Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, 7th Infantry
Division, Multi-Domain Com-
mand Pacific,at Lewis-McChord.

In addition to prison, the mili-
tary judge sentenced Jones-
Adams to forfeiture of all pay and
allowances and to be dismissed
from the Army.

Flu vaccine mandate back
for some service members

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The mili-
tary has resumed requiring flu
vaccines for some service mem-
bers after an outbreak of influ-
enza among trainees at Lack-
land Air Force Base in Texas.

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
sethlifted the annual flu vaccine
requirement in April.

Sean Parnell, the Pentagon’s
chief spokesman and a senior
adviser to Hegseth, said in a
statement that Undersecretary
of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness Anthony Tata has
granted exceptions to the Army,
Navy and Air Force, as well as
the National Security Agency
and the Defense Health Agency.

“The decisions were based
upon thorough risk assessments
and are designed to maximize
operational readiness, lethality
and force generation, while

safeguarding at-risk popula-
tions,” Parnell said. “The de-
partment remains committed to
the health and readiness of our
warfighters and civilian person-
nel.”

The statement said that the
services and departments are
responsible forimplementation.
It is unclear how the exceptions
will be implemented.

The Army, Navy and Air
Force are requiring flu vaccines
for basic trainees, ABC News re-
ported.

The decision comes as 275
trainees at Lackland AFB have
contracted influenza.

The Air Force confirmed an
influenza outbreak has affected
the 37th Training Wing at Lack-
land over the past three weeks.
Each year, more than 36,000
recruits come through the unit.

The U.S. military dates its flu
vaccine requirement to 194S.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Venezuela hit with 2 quakes

Miami Herald

The death toll from the power-
ful double earthquake that
struck Venezuela’s Caribbean
coaston Wednesday has climbed
toatleast164, with more than 970
people injured, as rescue crews
continue searching through col-
lapsed buildings amid growing
fearsthat the finalnumber of vic-
tims could rise significantly.

“As of now, we have recorded
164 deaths and 971 injuries, with
30 aftershocks since the two con-
secutive main quakes that struck
at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,” Inter-
im President Delcy Rodriguez
said Thursday morning.

Late Wednesday, Rodriguez
said the earlier casualty figures
had not yet included victims
from La Guaira, the coastal state
neighboring Caracas that she de-
scribed as the areahardest hit by
the disaster.

“We can say that the situation

in La Guaira state is a true trage-
dy; it has become a disaster
zone,” Rodriguez said.

Emergency officials and res-
cueworkers warned thatthe cur-
rent death toll may represent on-
ly a fraction of the final number,
as dozens of collapsed buildings
in La Guaira, Caracas and sur-
rounding urban centers contin-
ue to be searched.

The Venezuelan Caribbean
was shaken Wednesday after-
noon by two powerful earth-
quakes — measuring 7.2 and 7.5
in magnitude — that struck just
39 seconds apart, according to
the U.S. National Tsunami
Warning Center.

The agency described the
event as a “seismic doublet,” a
rare one-two punch in which a
pair of major earthquakes occur
within seconds of each other in
the same region. The stronger
second quake, a shallow 7.5-

magnitude tremor, caused wide-
spread destruction across Vene-
zuela’s central and coastal states.

According to the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, the main earthquake
struck at 6:04 p.m. local time,
with its epicenter about 186
miles east of Caracas, near Mon-
talban, in the country’s central
region.

Because of its shallow depth,
the quake was felt intensely
across much of Venezuela, in-
cluding Caracas, where resi-
dents described some of the
strongest shaking in decades.

In the capital, residents re-
ported evacuations, structural
damage and partial building col-
lapses across multiple neighbor-
hoods.

U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said Thursday that Wash-
ington would immediately de-
ploy rescue and humanitarian
assistance teams to Venezuela.

House panel OKs $1T funding bill
with Department of War renaming

BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

The House Appropriations
Committee approved a defense
funding bill Wednesday that en-
dorses the Pentagon’s rebrand to
the Department of War while al-
locating $1.1 trillion in defense
spending and providing a range
of pay raises to troops.

The legislation was approved
in a 34-27 vote, reflecting con-
cerns from Democrats about
funding a record-high Pentagon
budget amid cuts to domestic
spending programs. The bill
next heads to the full House for a
vote.

Republicans touted the legis-
lation as an effort aimed at re-
versing chronic under-invest-
ment that has left the Air Force
with aircraft more than 30 years
old and the Navy with ships
pushing 20 years of service.

“The choice before us is not
between spending and saving;
it’s between preparing for the
threats of tomorrow or paying a
far greater price later,” said Rep.
Tom Cole, of Oklahoma, the Re-
publican chairman of the com-
mittee. “This legislation chooses
preparedness, it chooses
strength.”

Democrats derided the legis-
lation, pointing to its price tag as
well as its lack of funding for Uk-
raine, continued funding for the
deployment of National Guard
troops in Washington, D.C., and
spending on the proposed
Trump-class battleship.

“I will oppose this legislation
until we can find a bipartisan
consensus on our funding prior-
ities,” said Rep. Betty McCol-
lum, of Minnesota, the top Dem-
ocrat on the defense appropria-
tions subpanel.

Democrats opposed several
Republican amendments added
to the bill on Wednesday, includ-
ing a proposal to formally re-
name the Department of De-
fense to the Department of War
after President Donald Trump
authorized the use of the name
last year.

Other adopted amendments
block funds for diversity, equity
and inclusion initiatives, gender-
affirming care for transgender
people and a rescinded policy
that reimbursed troops who had
to cross state lines for abortions.

The panel rejected several
amendments offered by Demo-
crats, including attempts to limit
troop withdrawals from Europe,
rein in the Iran war, cut funding
for the Trump-class battleship
and force Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth to justify the block-
ing of senior officer promotions.

Warships
arrive for
RIMPAC

By WyaTT OLSoN
Stars and Stripes

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — The
Rim of the Pacific maritime ex-
ercise that began Wednesday
will include experiments with
unmanned systems and the
sinking of two derelict ships, the
deputy commander of U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet said Wednesday.

“This summer we are joined
by forces from 30 nations, 31
surface ships, five submarines,
1,100 landing forces, 197 aircraft
and approximately 30,000 per-
sonnel,” Vice Adm. Jeffery Ja-
blon, who is serving as the com-
mander of RIMPAC’s com-
bined task force, said at a news
conference.

He was joined by Commo-
dore Andres Howard of the Chi-
lean navy serving as deputy
commander of the combined
task force; Rear Adm. Takuo
Kobayashi of the Japan Mari-
time Self-Defense Force serv-
ing as vice commander of the
combined task force; Rear
Adm.

In-Ho Kim of the South Ko-
rean navy commanding the ex-
ercise’s maritime component;
and Brig. Gen. J.S. Davis of the
Royal Canadian Air Force com-
manding RIMPAC’s air compo-
nent.

Jablon noted that this year’s
RIMPAC carries additional sig-
nificance as it occurs on the an-
niversary of America’s found-
ing in 1776.

Participants will conduct a
full range of drills, including
anti-submarine, anti-air and
land warfare; humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster recovery;
and search and rescue, Jablon
said.

Alongside those typical RIM-
PAC operations will be 30 to 35
experiments  utilizing  un-
manned systems throughout
the exercise, Jablon said.
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No peace deal for Trump, GOP at Senate lunch

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — Republi-
cans on Capitol Hill had been
hoping to spend the summer
touting a rare bipartisan legisla-
tive feat, but Donald Trump and
his growing anger toward Sen-
ate Republicans torched that ef-
fort Wednesday. And more
trouble could lie ahead, if a
tense in-person meeting was
any indication.

Trump descended on the
Capitol for a Senate GOP lunch,
where he vented frustration
over both an Iran war powers
resolution that passed the
chamber this week — with the
help of a few Republicans —
and a stalled election security
and voter ID measure known as
the SAVE America Act.

It came as communication
between the two sides of Penn-
sylvania Avenue continues to
deteriorate. The latest surprise
for Republican lawmakers had
arrived just that morning:

Hours before he was scheduled
to sign a sweeping housing
package into law from the Capi-
tol, Trump abruptly canceled
the event, saying he won’t sign it
until Congress passes SAVE,
“which I consider to be a Na-
tional Emergency.”

It’s not the first time Trump
has pulled attention away from
senators’ agenda while de-
manding unwavering loyalty.

During the meeting, Trump
got into a shouting match with
Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., who he
successfully primaried out of
his seat, over whether the presi-
dent has been forthcoming
about the war in Iran and a
pending peace deal.

After Trump asked the room
how anyone could vote for the
war powers resolution — which
aims to halt any further military
action against Iran not autho-
rized by Congress — Cassidy
asked the president whether the
question was “rhetorical.”

“Well, we’ve not been briefed
on how it’s going,” the Louisiana
Republican told reporters after
the lunch. “At which point I
think the president said some-
thing negative about me.”

Republican senators have
been pressing the administra-
tion for hearings and more in-
formation about peace negotia-
tions and an $80 billion defense-
related supplemental request
from the White House.

“I’m not going to be bullied
when I feel like I'm asking a
question the American people
need to know,” Cassidy said. “It
began to escalate.”

Cassidy also said Trump
threw his primary loss in his
face.

Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-
Ala., described it on Fox News
as Trump “calling people out.”

“But people need to be called
out if you’re not going to vote for
this country,” Tuberville said,
describing Trump as annoyed

by the timing of the war powers’
vote amid negotiations. “The
Iranians see what’s going on, so
what’s going on? Your Senate
just passed ‘no war against Iran’
...rightin the middle of negotia-
tions.”

Senate Steering Committee
Chairman Rick Scott, R-Fla.,,
who’d invited Trump to the Hill,
described him as “disappoint-
ed” in those Republicans.

Sen. Jim Justice, R-W.Va.,
summed up the exchange be-
tween Cassidy and Trump: “I
wouldn’t say super combative,
but very passionate. Very pas-
sionate,” while Cassidy said the
moment was “gratifying.”

“Several senators came up af-
terwards, very encouraging,”
Cassidy said.

Whether the visit cleared the
air or clouded it remains to be
seen. Trump called it a “great
meeting” and described unity in
the party, but noted he “doesn’t
like a few people. That’s OK.”

Trump refuses to sign landmark housing bill

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump canceled his
planned signing Wednesday of
the landmark housing bill Con-
gress passed this week, in a
striking decision to jeopardize a
rare bipartisan success in order
to demand that lawmakers pass
voter ID legislation.

The president’s reversal, as a
stage and chairs for the signing
ceremony were set up in the
Capitol and stakeholders were
arriving on the Hill, under-
scored his fixation on asserting
some federal control over elec-
tion processes.

Anditdisplayed aremarkable
willingness to threaten a bill that
he and his party could have
framed as a win on affordability
ahead of the midterm elections,
asRepublicansfighttokeep U.S.
House control amid economic
dissatisfaction among Ameri-
cans.

Hours before the president
torpedoed the bill signing, the
White House had said the mea-
sure was an example of a “prom-
ise kept.”

“Today’s Housing News Con-
ference and Signing is hereby
cancelled (sic) until such time as
we pass the desperately needed
SAVE AMERICA ACT, which I
consider to be a National Emer-
gency,” Trump wrote Wednes-
day.

It opened a new front in ongo-
ing tension between Trump and
Senate Republicans, which had
already neared a breaking point
this week over the proof-of-citi-
zenship bill. Senate leaders have
told the president that the bill,
dubbed the SAVE America Act,
does not have the votes to pass.

And it shocked lawmakers
whohad been celebrating the bi-
partisan accomplishment. Rep.
Maxine Waters, D-Calif., who
had helped lead negotiations,

said that Trump was “slapping
millions of families in the face”
after having supported the bill.

“Trump is making his prom-
ise crystal clear: If you're deal-
ing with high housing costs,
you’reonyourown,” Waters told
reporters at a Democratic news
conference Wednesday after-
noon.

The housing bill, which
passed with overwhelming sup-
port in the House on Tuesday
evening and the Senate on Mon-
day, aims to boost housing sup-
ply.

Itis the most significant legis-
lation Congress has passed on
housing in more than 30 years,
and it contains a host of provi-
sions aimed at removing regula-
tory barriers, improving federal
programs and incentivizing new
home building.

As president, Trump has 10
days to sign or veto bills after
they are presented. If he takes

no action and Congress remains
in session, a bill becomes law,
though it could be subject to a
pocket veto if Congress is out of
session.

Rep. Katherine Clark, D-
Mass., the House minority whip,
said Republican leadership had
not yet presented the bill to
Trump.

House Speaker Mike John-
son, R-La., indicated to report-
ers Wednesday that a signing
could still be on the table, saying
he had spoken to Trump about
“delaying” the housing bill be-
fore the president announced
the cancellation.

“He decided — I didn’t an-
nounce it, I wanted him to an-
nounce it — but we’re delaying
this,” Johnson said. “He has a
window of time before he has to
sign a bill and he’s going to use a
little bit more of that window of
time and we’re gonnago through
this together.”
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Mayor files suit against
Airbnb, host company

I CHICAGO — Mayor

Brandon Johnson’s ad-
ministration is suing Airbnb
and one of its most-active Chica-
go hosts, alleging they broke
and evaded city laws regulating
short-term rentals.

The city’s lawsuit, filed Mon-
day, alleges host Slumber Stay
LLC failed to register its units
with the city and used a non-
transferable hotel license
across numerous properties —
then continued to illegally rent
units even after it paid fines and
admitted to misconduct.

Airbnb backed up the law-
breaking host by processing
bookings for unregistered, unli-
censed units, the lawsuit alleg-
es.

Johnson painted the allegedly
illegal short-term rentals as a
threat to affordable housing in a
Tuesday statement.

“At a time when affordability
remains front of mind, our ad-
ministration will continue to
prioritize the needs of our resi-
dents, stability within our
neighborhoods, and responsible
business practices,” he wrote.

A spokesperson for Airbnb
did not immediately respond to
a request for comment. Milan
Rubenstein, a real estate broker
and investor named in the law-
suit as Slumber Stay’s manager,
also did not immediately re-
spond.

State’s strict rent control
proposal is struck down

BOSTON — The
Massachusetts Su-
preme Judicial Court struck
down a ballot proposal that
would have imposed the stric-

test statewide rent control in the
US.

The measure sought to limit
apartment rent increases to 5%
or the annual gain in the Con-
sumer Price Index, whichever
is lower. The proposal can’t go
before voters in November be-
cause it includes an exception
for religious housing and there-
fore violates a Massachusetts
constitutional ban on religion-
related ballot questions, the
state’s highest appeals court
ruled on Tuesday.

Tenant advocates had sought
to follow states like California
and Washington in adopting
rent limits, arguing they were
particularly necessary at a time
when many Americans are
struggling with inflation in ev-
eryday goods. The typical Bos-
ton rent is about $3,200 a month,
roughly 65% higher than the na-
tional average, putting it among
the top five least affordable met-
ro areasinthe U.S., according to
Zillow Group Inc.

While rent increases in Bos-
ton have cooled recently with
the local economy under threat,
the typical cost in May was
about 2.5% higher than last
year, according to a Zillow re-
port. Massachusetts voters ap-
proved a ban on rent control in
1994 that this ballot measure
would have overturned.

Real estate developers were
prepared to mount an expensive
advertising campaign against
the initiative, warning it would
choke off housing construction.

Woman pleads guilty to
voting twice in election

P A PHILADELPHIA —

A Philadelphia wom-
an pleaded guilty Monday to
voting twice in the 2024 election
— first in northern New Jersey,

then in Philadelphia.

Miya Pack, 40, said little be-
yond responding to routine le-
gal questions as she pleaded
guilty to a charge of voter fraud
before U.S. District Judge Josh-
ua D. Wolson.

Pack has been registered to
vote since 2004 in Bergen Coun-
ty, N.J., prosecutors said in
court documents, and she’s also
been registered to vote in Phila-
delphia since 2016. She is not af-
filiated with any political party,
voter records show.

On Oct. 26, 2024, prosecutors
said, Pack cast a ballot in that
year’s presidential election in
Bergen County. Then, 10 days
later, prosecutors said, she cast
a ballot in the same contest in
Philadelphia on Election Day.

They did not say whom she
voted for, and she declined to
comment as she left the court-
room Monday.

Man reportedly falls
from Yosemite waterfall

c YOSEMITE NA-

TIONAL PARK —
Reports of a 23-year-old man
falling from a nearly 600-foot
waterfall at Yosemite National
Park are under investigation by
the National Park Service, ac-
cording to authorities.

A Yosemite spokesperson of-
fered minimal details about the
Saturday incident at Nevada
Fall except to confirm that a 23-
year-old male was involved and
that “emergency personnel re-
sponded to the incident, which
remains under investigation.”

According to a Reddit user, a
group of friends was dragged
down by the current at the top of
Nevada Fall, which is located
below the granite dome known
as Liberty Cap.

“A person nearby handed the

girl a branch and she was res-
cued,” the user wrote. “But the
other person couldn’t attach to
anything and went with the cur-
rent to the fall.”

Carison claims there’s
‘no chance’ he votes GOP

NEW YORK —

Right-wing influ-
encer Tucker Carlson claims he
can’t vote for the Republican
Party under current circum-
stances.

The former Fox News prime-
time star expressed regret over
his support for President Do-
nald Trump during an April in-
terview with his brother Buck-
ley. Both conservatives con-
fessed they would be indefinite-
ly “tormented” for their
advocacy.

Carlson took that a step fur-
ther on a recent Canadian pod-
cast by claiming he doesn’t see
himself supporting any Repu-
blican in leadership.

“There’s no chance I would
support the Republican Party,”
he told “Can’t Be Censored” lis-
teners. “I have nothing in com-
mon with these people at all.”

The S7-year-old TV host-
turned-podcaster  said he
doesn’t see supporting the Dem-
ocratic Party in November’s
midterm elections either.

“I don’t know what I’'m going
to do,” he confessed.

Carlson supported Trump on
the 2020 campaign trail. There
was speculation he would by
picked as Trump’s running
mate or mount a presidential
campaign of his own at some
point. The pair have since split
ways with Carlson criticizing
the Trump administration’s
handling of various issues, par-
ticularly the war in Iran.

— From wire reports
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Mexico tops Czechia for first group sweep

Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Javier
Aguirre has been saying for a
while now that the key tothe Mex-
ican team’s success at the World
Cupis that they are a family. This
family, it seems, is on a historic
journey.

Mateo Chavez and Julian Qui-
nones scored in asix-minute span
early in the second half, and Mex-
ico beat Czechia 3-0 on Wednes-
day to complete wins in all three
of its World Cup group-stage
matches for the first time.

The 22-year-old Chavez, in his
first World Cup, opened the scor-
ing in the SSth minute and Qui-
nones scored his second goal of
the tournament in the 61st min-
ute. Alvaro Fidalgo added a goal
in stoppage time.

“It was something very beauti-
ful, and I'll take it with me to the
grave,” Chavez said of his goal. “I
imagined it many times; I
dreamed of this.”

Mexico’s previous best group-
stage performance was two wins
and one draw, done in 1986 and

2002 and both featuring Javier
Aguirre, the first as a midfielder
and the second as El Tri’s coach.
Aguirreisbackascoachthisyear,
his third stint leading the national
team.

Aftertopping Group A, Mexico
will play again at Estadio Azteca
on Tuesday in a round-of-32
match against an opponent to be
determined.

“Now comes the knockout
stage; statistics and data don’t
matter. We're achieving things,
but what lies ahead is what
counts,” Aguirre said. “Neither
the players nor I dwell on what
we’ve just done; we’re thinking
about what’s next.”

Mexico is undefeated at nine
World Cup matches at the mas-
sive stadium, which was packed
with 80,824 fans Wednesday. El
Tri has only two losses at Azteca,
most recently in World Cup qual-
ifying against Honduras on Sept.
6,2013.

The match Wednesday includ-
ed nods to Mexico’s past and fu-
ture. Gilberto Mora became the

youngest Mexico player to start
inaWorld Cupat17. And40-year-
old goalkeeper Guillermo “Me-
mo” Ochoa entered in the 77th
minute, joining Argentina’s Lion-
el Messi and Portugal’s Cristiano
Ronaldo as the only players to ap-
pear in six World Cups.

Mora said “it’s like a dream
come true after everything I've
worked for.”

“Now we have tough oppo-
nents ahead,” he added. “We’re
going to keep working to stay on
this path. We want to keep ad-
vancing because the Mexican na-
tional team can become cham-
pion.”

Mexico’s triumph was marred,
however, by the return of ahomo-
phobic chant by fans that has pre-
viously led to fines and other
sanctions againstitssoccerfeder-
ation. The chant, aone-word slur,
washeard near the end of the first
half when Czech goalkeeper Ma-
tej Kovar took a goal kick.

Czechia was eliminated, fin-
ishing with one point in three
games.

Mexicoisunbeateninll games
dating to a friendly loss against
Panama last November. And
Aguirre has made the most of his
roster, using 25 of 26 players in
the tournament. Chévez was one
of five starters Wednesday who
didn’t start in the previous win
over South Korea.

“Twenty-five of the 26 have
played —that is no small detail —
nor is it a small detail that every-
one celebrates the goals,”
Aguirre said.

Ochoa, who wears No. 13,
played the last 13 minutes in reg-
ulation, plus stoppage time, in
what’s likely to be his last appear-
ance for Mexico. He turns 41 on
July13 and planstoretire fromin-
ternational competition after the
World Cup.

“Life — football — had this
farewell in store for me, to cap it
all off perfectly. For my part, I've
left it all out there; I gave every-
thing,” Ochoa said. “I leave with
nothingleftbecause I poureditall
into my teams and the national
squad.”

Bosnia tops Qatar, boosting chances of facing US next

Associated Press

SEATTLE — Ermin Mahmic stripped his
jersey off, darted toward the corner of the
pitch in front of Bosnia-Herzegovina’s fans
and pumped his right fist.

The 21-year-old Mahmic prompted thou-
sands of the team’s supporters at Lumen
Field to celebrate Wednesday following his
goal in the 80th minute against Qatarin a 3-1
victory that boosted Bosnia-Herzegovina’s
chances of advancing at the World Cup.

Mahmic, who had come on just past the
hour mark, received a yellow card for re-
moving his top.

It was worth it.

“We knew that the bookings are erased
after the group stage,” coach Sergej Barba-
rez said in Bosnian. “I also heard that he
shed atear. I think it was quite emotional for
him.”

With the victory, Bosnia finished third in
the group and is likely to advance to the
Round of 32 in the expanded field. The eight
best third-place finishers across the 12
groups advance.

Depending on how the bracket shakes
out, Bosnia is in line to face the United
States on July 1 in the round of 32.

Bosnia has played in only one other World
Cup — 2014 in Brazil — and didn’t get out of
the group stage.

“We all wanted to write history, and make
history,” Barbarez said. “But this was never
initially, honestly, our plan. We still have to
see whether we are going to progress to the
next stage.”

Bosnia-Herzegovina’s fate will be deter-
mined by how the rest of the group-stage
matches play out. But the party was on
Wednesday after just 29 minutes when Ke-
rim Alajbegovic became the eighth-youn-
gest scorer in World Cup history.

The 18-year-old powered a shot past Qa-
tar goalkeeper Mahmud Abunada from 20
yards away to give Bosnia the lead.

“I'm really happy for him,” Bosnia goal-
keeper Nikola Vasilj said. “At that age, to be
able to play such a big game and to score a
goal, and he’s showing that he’s able to score
goals.”

Bosnia tacked on a second goal in the 34th
minute when Sead Kolasinac launched a
cross to the back post. A volley to the middle
by Edin Dzeko deflected off Qatar’s Sultan
Al-Brake for an own goal.

Mahmic’s tally sealed Qatar’s elimination
— and a celebration for Bosnia.

The party was on the rest of the way for
the country of roughly three million people.
Just making it to the World Cup, let alone
being on the verge of advancing, was a long-
shot.

Bosnia-Herzegovina secured a spot in the
tournament by winning in penalty shootouts
against Wales and four-time World Cup win-
ner Italy in the European playoffs in March.

Barbarez avoided speculating about a
matchup with the U.S., but is confident his
team will be up for the task on the host coun-
try’s soil.

“All of this is a bonus for us,” Barbarez
said. “We will be extremely relieved, and
we will try to take on any team that comes
our way. We are confident enough to face
anyone.”
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Hornets to trade Ball to T-wolves for Reid

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE,N.C.—LaMelo
Ball is the latest NBA star with a
new home.

The Charlotte Hornets agreed
to trade Ball, their starting point
guard, and Josh Green to the Min-
nesota Timberwolves for power
forward Naz Reid, a 2033 unpro-
tected first-round draft pick,
three first-round pick swaps and
three future second-round picks,
a person familiar with the situa-
tion told The Associated Press on
Thursday.

The person spoke to the AP on
the condition of anonymity be-
cause the deal, first reported by
ESPN, has yet to be approved by
the league.

The three first-round pick
swaps will be in 2028, 2029 and

2030. The Hornets also get three
second-round picks in 2029, 2032
and 2033.

The 24-year-old Ball, the No. 3
overall pick in the 2020 NBA
draft, had three years left on a
franchise-record five-year,
$203.9 million designated rookie
contract. An All-Starin 2022, Ball
has struggled with ankle and foot
injuries during his career, but he
played in 72 games last season
and averaged 20.1 points, 7.1 as-
sists and 4.8 rebounds per game,
helping the Hornets win44 games
before being blown out in the
play-in tournament by the Orlan-
do Magic.

Ball finished second in the
league in 3s made last year with
272, one behind rookie teammate
Kon Knueppel.

Ball is considered an excep-
tional offensive player, but his
shortcomings on the defensive
end were at times a source of irri-
tation for coach Charles Lee.

Still, Ball’s ability to create op-
portunities for his teammates off
the dribble, his exceptional pass-
ing and unique knack for getting
off 3-pointers — with shots often
coming off one foot — via a step-
back move, make him one of the
league’s most dynamic scoring
point guards.

But Ball was never able to get
the Hornets to the playoffs in his
six seasons with the club, with in-
juries playing a role. Before this
season, Ball missed 141 games
over the previous three seasons.

This trade is expected to be in-
cluded as part of the transaction

in which Minnesota agreed to
send Julius Randle to Brooklyn in
a deal that involved the Chicago
Bulls, a second person with
knowledge of the agreement told
the AP. It will create an NBA-rec-
ord trade exception of nearly $41
million for the Hornets.

The deals cannot be finalized
until July 6, when the league mo-
ratorium on such moves is lifted.

It’s another blockbuster for the
league, which has seen Giannis
Antetokounmpo getting traded
by Milwaukee to Miami for a
package that includes Tyler Her-
ro, a move that followed the Ran-
dle deal before the draft.

The Hornets are expected to
re-sign unrestricted free agent
Coby White to serve as their start-
ing point guard.

McKenna pushed himself to be possible No. 1 draft pick

Associated Press

BUFFALO,N.Y.—For all the offense, lead-
ership and star-power Gavin McKenna
brought to Penn State hockey this season,
coach Guy Gadowsky discovered yet another
attribute in the celebrated forward’s talented
arsenal.

And it involved ping-pong, of all things.

Having dominated most of his players in ta-
ble tennis over the years, Gadowsky is still
stung after meeting his match.

“It wasn’t fun because I was able to beat
him on his recruiting trip. And then I beat him
early in the season and quite regularly,” Ga-
dowsky recalled. “He just kept on improving
and improving and improving. And by the end
of it, I think he probably has beaten me more
than any other player.”

As the projected No. 1 pick in the NHL draft
in Buffalo on Friday night, McKenna has larg-
er visions than ping-pong. Yet what the 18-
year-old from Whitehorse, Yukon, did in im-
proving his paddle skills was eye-opening to
Gadowsky in reflecting McKenna’s innate
competitiveness.

“He has great confidence in his ability to
figure things out and improve,” he said, noting
how it compared to McKenna’s ability to
adapt against older and more physical players
at the NCAA level.

“He very quickly became the best ping-
pong player, and he very quickly became the
best (hockey) player in the Big Ten at such a

young age.”

He found his groove in 2nd half

It took the entire first half of the season for
the S-foot-11,170-pound McKenna to adjust in
making the jump from Canada’s Western
Hockey League to college.

Driven by his own expectations and outside
critics, McKenna found his groove upon re-
turning to Penn State in January after repre-
senting Canada at the world junior champion-
ship. He had 32 points in his final 17 games to
finish tied for fourth in the nation with 51 (15
goals, 36 assists) in 35 outings.

“When you see yourself at the top since a
young age, and then you start to see things in
the media that I'm falling down, I think you
get pretty fired up from it,” McKenna said of
his second-half surge.

“I got sick and tired of seeing it, just used it
as fuel. I started working harder off the ice, on
the ice,” he added. “I don’t think (the criti-
cisms) will ever go away, but it’s something
I'll carry with me forever. I learned that hard
work is key to confidence.”

On the draft radar since 2023

McKenna’s been pegged as his age group’s
top talent since 2023-24, when he piled up 97
points in 61 games in his first full season with
Medicine Hat. He followed with 41 goals and
129 points in S6 games the next year, before
opting for Penn State — and announcing his

decision on ESPN — in the wake of the NCAA
lifting its ban of CHL players.

McKenna did so by banking on himself and
taking the more difficult path to show he can
compete at a higher level.

Chance to go first to Toronto

The Toronto Maple Leafs are scheduled to
pick first, and aren’t tipping their hand,
though team executives have met several
times with McKenna, including a visit to Whi-
tehorse.

McKenna has the opportunity to be the sec-
ond Yukoner selected in the first round, after
family friend Dylan Cozens went No. 7 to Buf-
falo in 2019.

To develop his skills, McKenna left his
hometown behind six years ago in a journey
that’s featured various challenges and numer-
ous stops.

And now he is a day away from potentially
landing in one of the NHL’s premier markets.

McKenna welcomed the possibility of play-
ing in Toronto, and living in a metropolis near-
ly 100 times the size of Whitehorse’s popula-
tion of about 39,000.

“If I was a young kid telling myself this is
where I'd be, that'd be a dream come true,”
McKenna said of speaking in front of a crowd
of reporters at the NHL prospect combine
earlier this month. “It’s something I'm very
grateful for, and something I’ll never take for
granted.”
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Swanson, Gubs sweep Mets in doubleheader

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Dansby Swan-
son had a go-ahead RBI triple
and four RBIs to cap a monster
doubleheader performance and
help the Chicago Cubs sweep the
reeling New York Mets with a
10-S victory Wednesday night.

Swanson hit a three-run hom-
er and a grand slam in Chicago’s
10-3 victory in the opener. The 11
RBIs in a doubleheader are a
franchise record, breaking the
mark of 10 set by Hall of Famer
Ron Santo on July 6,1970.

Swanson also homered Tues-
day night and has three homers
and 15 RBIs in the first three
games of the series. That set a
franchise record for most RBIs
in a four-game series with one
game left. The shortstop had just
14 RBIs in his previous 48 games
entering Tuesday.

Pedro Ramirez had two RBIs
inthe second game, when Carson
Kelly, Pete Crow-Armstrong
and Matt Shaw had an RBI
apiece.

In the first game, the Cubs
trailed 3-0 before tying the game
in the fifth inning, when Crow-
Armstrong singled with two outs
against Nolan McLean (4-5) and
scored on Michael Conforto’s
double before Michael Busch hit
atwo-run homer off the advertis-
ing signage in right field.

Rockies 8, Red Sox 6: Tyler
Freeman’s sacrifice bunt in the
eighth inning drove in the go-
ahead run, Cole Carrigg had
three RBIs and host Colorado
rallied past Boston.

After pinch-hitter Mickey Mo-
niak and Willi Castro singled off
Justin Slaten (0-4) and put run-
ners on first and third with the
game tied at 6, Freeman put
down a bunt along the first-base
line that scored Moniak to put the
Rockies up. Carrigg capped the
scoring with an RBI double.

Carrigg, Jake McCarthy and
Troy Johnston each hit RBI sin-
gles during the Rockies’ three-
run seventh inning to tie it at 6.

Angels 7, Orioles 6 (10): No-
lan Schanuel reached third on an
error and Logan O’Hoppe drove

him in on a soft ground ball in the
10th inning as host Los Angeles
rallied back to defeat Baltimore.

Pinch-hitter Vaughn Grissom
started the rally with an RBI sin-
gle in the eighth, and Wade
Meckler tied the game with a
two-run single.

Pete Alonso gave the Orioles
the lead again with a 10th-inning
RBI single, but Oswald Peraza
scored on Schanuel’s soft groun-
der to tie after Keegan AKkin mis-
handled the toss while covering
first.

Guardians 4, White Sox 3
(10): Khalil Watson singled in
the go-ahead run in the 10th in-
ning for his third RBI of the day,
and visiting Cleveland survived
a ninth-inning collapse to beat
Chicago.

In a game delayed by rain at
the start for 2 hours, 40 minutes,
Watson singled to left off Grant
Taylor (2-1) to score automatic
runner Petey Halpin from third
and help the Guardians tie the
White Sox for the AL Central
lead.

Braden Montgomery and
Randal Grichuk homered off
majors saves leader Cade Smith
with two outs in the ninth to tie it
for Chicago. Smith had two of his
three blown saves this season in
this series.

Marlins 4, Rangers 2: Otto L6-
pez homered, Xavier Edwards
had an RBI single in the fifth and
host Miami beat Texas.

Lépez’s two-run shot in the
eighth off reliever Cole Winn
gave him a 33rd multi-hit game
and raised his major league-
leading batting average to .340.
Lopez also had a single.

Yankees 4, Tigers 2: Paul
Goldschmidt had two home runs
and Jasson Dominguez hit a go-
ahead, two-run shot in the sixth
inning off Tarik Skubal, lifting
visiting New York to a series-
winning victory over Detroit.

Skubal (3-4) tied a career high
by giving up three home runs, al-
lowing that many in a game for
the firsttime since 2021. The two-
time reigning Cy Young Award
winner gave up only one other

hit, didn’t walk a batter and had
nine strikeouts over six innings.

Pirates 11, Mariners 1: Brax-
ton Ashcraft pitched six strong
innings, batterymate Endy Ro-
driguez drove in three runs and
Ryan O’Hearn had three hits to
help host Pittsburgh rout Seattle.

Ashcraft (7-3) had 10 strike-
outs without a walk while allow-
ing one run and five hits. He be-
came the first Pirates pitcher to
have at least two starts in the
same season with at least 10 stri-
keouts and zero walks since at
least1901.

Rays 5, Royals 3: Griffin Jax
(3-S) pitched five innings with
seven strikeouts, Yandy Diaz
tied Tampa Bay’s franchise rec-
ord for career RBIs and the host
Rays defeated Kansas City.

Diaz hammered a line drive to
leftfield in the fourth inning to tie
B.J. Upton’s franchise mark of
447 RBIs and give Tampa Bay a
4-0lead. Jonny DeLuca followed
with an RBI double.

Astros 3, Blue Jays 1: Joey Lo-
perfido scored the tiebreaking
run on Jeff Hoffman’s errant
pickoffthrowinthe eighthinning
and visiting Houston beat Toron-
to for its sixth victory in eight
games.

Isaac Paredeshad an RBIdou-
bleinthe firstand Jeremy Pena’s
infield single scored an insur-
ance run in the ninth as the As-
tros won with only four hits.

Phillies 5, Nationals 4: Derek
Hill hitatwo-run pinchhomerun
to lift visiting Philadelphia to its
second straight two-out, ninth-
inning victory over Washington.

Major league homers leader
Kyle Schwarber, out of the start-
ing lineup with lower back tight-
ness, pinch hit with two outs and
walked against Orlando Ribalta.
Left-hander Richard Lovelady
(2-4) came on and Hill pinch hit
for Justin Crawford and ho-
mered to right center on a 1-2
pitch.

Dodgers 4, Twins 3: Mookie
Betts backed Shohei Ohtani with
three hits, including his 300th ca-
reer home run, as visiting Los
Angeles finished a three-game

sweep of Minnesota.

Ohtani helped himself with an
RBI single to spark a three-run
third inning against Twins start-
erJoe Ryan after the two-way su-
perstar fell behind with a three-
runsecond. Ohtani (8-2) finished
with eight strikeouts in six in-
nings.

Brewers 6, Reds 5: William
Contreras and Jake Bauers hit
back-to-back homers in the third
inning and visiting Milwaukee
beat Cincinnati to complete a
three-game sweep.

The Reds loaded the bases
with one out in the ninth against
Joel Kuhnel, who got Dane
Myers to ground into an ending
6-4-3 double play.

Diamondbacks 9, Cardinals
4: LuJames Groover and Ketel
Marte hit back-to-back home
runs to cap a six-run fourth in-
ning that powered visiting Ari-
zona over St. Louis.

Mitch Bratt allowed one run
and two hits and two walks in
three innings as he became the
first Canadian pitcher to make
his major league debut with the
Diamondbacks. Ryan Thomp-
son (3-1) allowed one run on two
hits in two innings in relief of
Bratt.

Padres 5, Braves 2: Ty
France homered and JP Sears
won his season debut for host San
Diego, which beat NL East-lead-
ing Atlanta for a three-game
sweep.

Sears (1-0) was cruising with a
four-hitter before allowing Joey
Bart’s two-run home run with
two outs in the sixth. It was his
third and came with Austin Riley
aboard on a walk.

Giants 2, Athletics 1: Rafael
Devershitatyinghomerunlead-
ing off the ninth and Victor Ber-
icoto connected one out later
with a drive over the center-field
fence, sending host San Francis-
coto a victory against the Athlet-
ics.

Devers and Bericoto connect-
ed off Elvis Alvarado (3-3), who
blew the save. Erik Miller (1-0)
pitched the top of the ninth forthe
win.
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