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Iran fires missiles at US forces in Qatar

By LARA KORTE
Stars and Stripes

Iran on Monday launched
missile attacks on U.S. forces at
Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar, the
nation announced on state
media Monday, as Tehran reta-
liates for the severe damage
caused to its nuclear sites by
American forces a day earlier.

Explosions were heard over
Qatar on Monday night, follow-
ing an earlier advisory for
Americans to shelter in place
amid reports that an Iranian at-
tack on U.S. forces in the Middle
East could be imminent.

Qatar issued a statement con-
demning the Iranian attack on
the air base and said that no ca-
sualties had been reported as of
8:20 p.m. local time.

“Qatari air defenses success-
fully intercepted a missile at-
tack targeting Al-Udeid Air
Base,” the Qatari Defense Min-
istry said in a post on X.

Iran said the number of mis-
siles launched at Qatar was the
same as the number of bombs
dropped by the U.S. military on
Iranian nuclear sites, The Asso-

ciated Press reported.

Iran attacked U.S. forces us-
ing short-range and medium
missiles, a U.S. official said.

The official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity, con-
firmed that there were no re-
ports of casualties and added
that the attack was no longer oc-
curring as of Monday night local
time in Qatar.

The official could not confirm
whether there had been an at-
tack on U.S. forces in Iraq, as
had been earlier reported.

Iran has not claimed that it
had launched a direct attack
there. In the past, Iranian-
backed militias have launched
attacks on U.S. forces in Iraq.

The alert earlier in the day
from the U.S. Embassy in Doha
came after President Donald
Trump authorized strikes on
three high-profile Iranian nu-
clear facilities early Sunday
morning.

The embassy said it issued
the advisory out of “an abun-
dance of caution.” The United
Kingdom issued its own adviso-
ry, urging British nationals in

Qatar to shelter in place until
further notice.

Qatar closed its airspace on
Monday, according to The Asso-
ciated Press.

Air sirens were also heard in
Bahrain, the headquarters for
U.S. Naval Forces Central Com-
mand. An all-clear message was
sent out shortly afterward. Bah-
rain has also closed its airspace
“as a precautionary measure in
light of recent regional develop-
ments,” according to a state-
ment from its transportation
ministry.

Al Udeid Air Base is one of the
largest U.S. military installa-
tions in the Middle East. The
base acts as forward headquar-
ters for U.S. Central Command
and Air Forces Central Com-
mand.

It has been operating under
restricted access since at least
Friday, according to the embas-
sy.

Air Forces Central Command
referred to the embassy an-
nouncement when  asked
whether Monday’s advisory af-
fected military personnel there.

Around the globe, leaders
were watching closely to see
how Tehran responds to the
U.S. attacks, which were char-
acterized by Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth as a precision
strike that devastated Iran’s nu-
clear program.

The White House has urged
Iran to rejoin diplomacy talks
and warned that any retaliation
would result in severe conse-
quences.

But some leaders in Tehran
were calling for strikes against
U.S. bases in the Middle East,
where the Council on Foreign
Relations estimates that some
40,000 American troops are de-
ployed. Al Udeid houses thou-
sands of troops.

The State Department had al-
ready advised U.S. citizens in
Qatar to exercise increased cau-
tion in the wake of the airstrikes
Sunday on three Iranian urani-
um enrichment facilities.

Throughout the region, U.S.
personnel are on high alert. At
Naval Support Activity Bahrain,
base access is restricted to mis-
sion-critical personnel only.

USS Blue Ridge back in Japan after historic deployment

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — The amphibious com-
mand ship USS Blue Ridge
steamed into Tokyo Bay on
Monday, concluding a summer
deployment that covered 16,000
miles in three months around
the Indo-Pacific.

Scores of sailors in dress
whites manned the rails of the
Navy’s oldest operational war-
ship as it pulled into Berth No. 9,
where around 60 people gath-
ered to welcome loved ones

home after 81 days at sea.

For Maria Ramirez, wife of
Marine Gunnery Sgt. Israel Ra-
mirez, it was an emotional day.

“The last few days are always
full of anticipation — being
ready for him to get home,” she
told Stars and Stripes pierside
on Monday. “We’re glad to have
him home.”

As the flagship of the U.S. 7th
Fleet, the Blue Ridge, head-
quartered in Yokosuka, regu-
larly makes lengthy deploy-
ments with multiple port calls at
Pacific nations.

Beginning April 3, the Blue
Ridge traveled a distance equiv-
alent to two-thirds of the Earth’s
circumference and made six
port calls in five countries, said
ship commander Capt. Nicholas
DeLeo.

Those visits often include
“Big Top Receptions,” which
typically include visits with
high-level officials such as dep-
uty prime ministers or minis-
ters of defense.

“We’re always looking for op-
portunities to work together
[with other countries] in the fu-

ture,” DeLeo said Monday. “To
be able to actually walk onto a
pier and meet some of these al-
lies and partners face-to-face
and discuss future operations is
priceless.”

Among its port calls was a his-
toric visit to Wellington, New
Zealand. The visit marked the
Blue Ridge’s first-ever stop in
the island nation and just the
third U.S. warship to visit in
four decades.

A 1987 New Zealand law bans
visits by nuclear-powered or
nuclear-armed warships.
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NATO agrees defense spending must go up

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

NATO leaders are poised to
meet President Donald
Trump’s demand for big in-
creases in defense spending
that will enable Europe to take
on more responsibility for its
defense, the bloc’s top official
said Monday.

During the two-day summit
in the Dutch city of The Hague
that kicks off Tuesday, allies
will agree to dedicate S% of their
gross domestic product to de-
fense, NATO Secretary-Gener-
al Mark Rutte said during a
news conference in Brussels.

“Thisis a quantum leap thatis
ambitious, historic and funda-
mental to securing our future,”
Rutte said.

Trump’s push for allies to
dedicate 5% of GDP, up from

the current 2% benchmark, is
expected to deliver a jolt for na-
tions that have faced heavy crit-
icism from Washington over the
years for lackluster military
spending.

In the run-up to the summiit,
Trump administration officials
have insisted that members
provide clear timelines for hit-
ting the 5% benchmark.

In recent days, there have
been questions about whether
all 32 allies are on board with
the plan. Spain, for example,
has said it will be unable to hit
the 5% mark.

Still, Rutte’s assertion that al-
lies have reached a consensus
indicates that there are unlikely
to be any last-minute vetoes of
the initiative, which requires
unanimous agreement among
NATO leaders.

The push for stronger militar-
ies in Europe comes as the U.S.
aims to shift more of the Penta-
gon’s focus to countering China.

Some analysts say most Euro-
pean leaders have gotten the
Trump administration’s mes-
sage on the need for more
spending.

“This recognition will only
strengthen NATO and should
have occurred long ago,” wrote
James Goldgeier, an expert on
U.S.-European relations at the
Brookings Institution, ahead of
the NATO summit.

Another aim for Europe com-
ing out of The Hague summit
would be assurances that if the
U.S. reduces troop levels on the
Continent, it will be “an orderly
transition process of shifting the
burden rather than a sudden,
uncoordinated U.S. retreat,”

Goldgeier said.

Rutte did not detail how the
new NATO spending bench-
mark would be enforced or
what the timeline would be for
hitting the mark.

The 2% benchmark was
agreed upon in 2014, with an im-
plementation date of no later
than 2024. Last year, 23 allies
met the mark. All 32 members
will reach the target this year,
Rutte said.

In 2029, allies will assess pro-
gress toward the S% bench-
mark, said Rutte, who left open
the possibility that allies might
need to raise levels even fur-
ther.

With increased spending, al-
lies also have pledged to hit new
capability targets that will add a
fivefold increase in air defense
capabilities, Rutte said.

Photos of US base found
during arrest of ‘tourist’

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — An Azer-
baijani man suspected of es-
pionage had thousands of photo-
graphs of a U.S.-Greek military
facility on the island of Crete
stored on various devices, au-
thorities in Greece say.

A search of the man’s hotel
room in Chania uncovered
more than 5,000 photos of the
naval and air force base that in-
cludes U.S. Naval Support Ac-
tivity Souda Bay, Greek broad-
caster EPT News reported, cit-
ing unidentified Greek officials.

The 26-year-old was arrested
Sunday in a joint operation by
Greek police and national intel-
ligence agency authorities, ac-
cording to EPT News.

He had requested a room
with a view of the bay and left
the hotel only twice for visits toa

nearby mini market, EPT News
reported. The broadcaster said
he told authorities he was in
Greece for tourism but has not
cooperated with investigators.

Most of the images were of
military ships leaving and en-
tering the facility. The photos
were found on a laptop, phone,
camera and USB storage de-
vice, officials told EPT News.

It wasn’t clear whether U.S.
military authorities were in-
volved in the raid or who may
receiving the photos. The man
has specialized encryption soft-
ware on his laptop.

Dozens of U.S. Navy and NA-
TO ships visit NSA Souda Bay
each year for supplies, repairs
and rest. It is the only NATO
deep-water facility in the Medi-
terranean Sea that can accom-
modate a U.S. Navy aircraft car-
rier pier side.

Bills aim to end DODEA
student cellphone use

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes

A bipartisan group of law-
makers in Congress is pushing
for phone-free classrooms in
the Pentagon’s 161 schools
worldwide, calling smart-
phones disruptive to education.

A pair of bills introduced last
week in the Senate and House
armed services committees
would require the Department
of Defense Education Activity
to prohibit students from using
or possessing their phones dur-
ing school hours.

Both bills would remove local
control of student cellphone use
in DODEA, which currently al-
lows individual schools flexibil-
ity in setting those policies,
agency spokeswoman Jessica
Tackaberry said.

Sen. Jim Banks, an Indiana
Republican and Navy Reserve

veteran who served in Afghan-
istan, is sponsoring the Restor-
ing our Educational Focus on
Children of U.S. Servicemem-
bers at DODEA Act, with Sen.
Elissa Slotkin, D-Mich., accord-
ing to a joint statement.

“Cell phones in the classroom
distract from learning and lead
to all kinds of issues for stu-
dents,” Banks said.

In the House, the Mission Un-
plugged Act was introduced by
two Virginia legislators, Demo-
cratic Rep. Eugene Vindman, a
retired Army officer, and GOP
Rep. Jen Kiggans, a former Na-
vy helicopter pilot, according to
a joint statement Wednesday.

The proposal would require
all DODEA schools to adopt pol-
icies prohibiting students from
using or possessing their smart-
phones from the start of the first
period to the end of the last.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Dangerous
heat wave in
eastern US

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Millions of
people across the Midwest and
East endured dangerously hot
temperatures again on Sunday
as a sprawling heat wave that
gripped much of the U.S. was ex-
pected to last well into this week.

Mostofthe northeastern quad-
rant of the country from Minne-
sota to Maine was under some
type of heat advisory. So were
parts of Arkansas, Tennessee,
Louisiana and Mississippi, the
National Weather Service said.

Sunday marked the second
day of extreme heat across the
Midwest and East Coast. Heatin-
dexes on Sunday hit 103 degrees
in Chicago and 101 degrees on
Saturday in Madison, Wis., turn-
ing the city’s annual naked bike
rideinto a sweaty affair. The heat
index in Pittsburgh reached 105
degrees and hovered around 104
degrees in Columbus, Ohio.

Philadelphia’s public health
department declared a heat
emergency through Wednesday
evening. Officials directed resi-
dents to air-conditioned librar-
ies, community centers and oth-
er locations and set up a “heat
line” staffed by medical profes-
sionals to discuss conditions and
illnesses made worse by the heat.

Forecasters warned the heat
index in Cromwell, Conn., would
reach 10S degrees on Sunday,
making for a steamy day during
the final round of the PGA Trav-
elers Championship. Fans
sought shelterundertreesand on
air-conditioned benches. Many
lined up for water at a hydration
station near the ninth green.

The heat is expected to persist
this week with an eastward shift.
New York City was expected to
see highs around 95 degrees on
Monday and Tuesday. Boston is
on track for highs approaching
100 degrees on Tuesday, and
temperatures in Washington,
D.C., were expected to hit 100 de-
grees on Tuesday and Wednes-
day.

GOP bill eases gun regulation

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The mas-
sive tax and spending cuts
package that President Donald
Trump wants on his desk by
July 4 would loosen regula-
tions on gun silencers and cer-
tain types of rifles and shot-
guns, advancing a longtime
priority of the gun industry as
Republican leaders in the
House and Senate try to win
enough votes to pass the bill.

The guns provision was first
requested in the House by
Georgia Rep. Andrew Clyde, a
Republican gun store owner
who had initially opposed the
larger tax package. The House
bill would remove silencers —
called “suppressors” by the
gun industry — from a 1930s
law that regulates firearms
that are considered the most
dangerous, eliminating a $200
tax while removing a layer of
background checks.

The Senate kept the provi-
sion on silencers in its version
of the bill and expanded upon
it, adding short-barreled, or
sawed-off, rifles and shotguns.

Republicans who have long

supported the changes, along
with the gun industry, say the
tax infringes on Second
Amendment rights. They say
silencers are mostly used by
hunters and target shooters for
sport.

Democrats are fighting to
stop the provision, which was
unveiled days after two Min-
nesota state legislators were
shot in their homes, as the bill
speeds through the Senate.
They argue that loosening reg-
ulations on silencers could
make it easier for criminals
and active shooters to conceal
their weapons.

The gun language has broad
support among Republicans
and has received little atten-
tion as House Speaker Mike
Johnson, R-La., and Senate
Majority Leader John Thune,
R-S.D., work to settle differ-
ences within the party on cuts
to Medicaid and energy tax
credits, among other issues.
But it is just one of hundreds of
policy and spending items in-
cluded to entice members to
vote for the legislation that
could have broad implications

if the bill is enacted within
weeks, as Trump wants.
Inclusion of the provision is
also a sharp turn from the cli-
mate in Washington just three
years ago when Democrats,
like Republicans now, con-
trolled Congress and the White
House and pushed through bi-
partisan gun legislation. The
bill increased background
checks for some buyers under
the age of 21, made it easier to
take firearms from potentially
dangerous people and sent
millions of dollars to mental
health services in schools.
Passed in the summer of
2022, just weeks after the
shooting of 19 children and two
adults at a school in Uvalde,
Texas, it was the most signif-
icant legislative response to
gun violence in decades.
Three years later, as they try
to take advantage of their con-
solidated power in Washing-
ton, Republicans are packing
as many of their longtime pri-
orities as possible, including
the gun legislation, into the
massive, wide-ranging bill that
Trump has called “beautiful.”

Face-covering sparks free speech debate

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Many of the pro-
testers who flooded the streets of
Los Angeles to oppose President
Donald Trump’s immigration
crackdown wore masks or other
face coverings, drawing scorn
from him.

“MASKS WILL NOT BE AL-
LOWED to be worn at protests,”
Trump posted on his social media
platform, adding that mask-
wearing protesters should be ar-
rested. Protesters and their sup-
porters argue Trump’s com-
ments and repeated calls by the
Republican president’s allies to
ban masks at protests are an at-
tempt to stifle popular dissent.

Trump’s post calling for a ban
onmasks came afterimmigration
raids sparked protests, which in-

cluded somereports of vandalism
and violence toward police.

It’s not a new idea. Legal ex-
perts and First Amendment ad-
vocates warn of a rising number
of laws banning masks being
wielded against protesters and
their impacts on people’s right to
protest and privacy amid mount-
ing surveillance. The legal ques-
tion became even more compli-
cated when Democratic lawmak-
ersin California introduced legis-
lation aiming to stop federal
agents and local police officers
from wearing face masks.

Department of Homeland Se-
curity Assistant Secretary Tricia
McLaughlin called the California
bill “despicable.”

At least 18 states and Washing-
ton, D.C,, have laws that restrict

masks and other face coverings,
said Elly Page, senior legal advis-
er with the International Center
for Not-For-Profit Law. Page also
raised concerns about the laws
being enforced inconsistently
and only against movements the
federal government doesn’t like.

People may want to cover their
faces while protesting for a varie-
ty of reasons, including to protect
their health, for religious reasons,
to avoid government retaliation,
to prevent surveillance and dox-
ing, or to protect themselves from
tear gas, said Tim Zick, law pro-
fessor at William & Mary Law
School.

“Protecting protesters’ ability
to wear masks is part of protect-
ing our First Amendment right to
peacefully protest,” Zick said.
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Israel expands war to symbolic sites in Iran

Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates — Israel on Monday ex-
panded its war against Iran to
include targets associated with
the country’s struggling theoc-
racy, striking the gate of a Teh-
ran prison notorious for holding
political activists and hitting the
headquarters of the military
force that suppressed recent
protests.

As plumes of thick smoke
rose over Tehran, Israel was at-
tacked with yet another barrage
of Iranian missiles and drones.
The persistent fire has become
a reality for civilians in both
countries since Israel started
the war to target Tehran’s rap-
idly advancing nuclear pro-
gram.

On the 11th day of the conflict,
Israel said it attacked “regime
targets and government repres-
sion bodies in the heart of Teh-
ran,” but Israeli officials insist-
ed they did not seek the over-

throw of Iran’s government,
their archenemy since the
country’s 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion.

The Israeli military warned
Iranians that it would continue
to attack military sites around
Tehran over “the coming days”
as its focus has shifted to sym-
bolic targets as well. The mili-
tary issued the warning on the
social platform X, though Ira-
nians are struggling to access
the outside world as an internet
shutdown has crippled the
country.

The latest strikes came only
hours after President Donald
Trump openly raised the possi-
bility himself after just a day
earlier inserting America into
the war with its unprecedented
stealth-bomber strike.

“If the current Iranian Regi-
me is unable to MAKE IRAN
GREAT AGAIN, why wouldn’t
there be a Regime change???”
he asked on his Truth Social

website.

White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt later de-
scribed Trump as “simply rais-
ing a question.” However, sug-
gestions of overthrowing the
Iranian government drew new
anger from Tehran, which in-
sists it will not negotiate at this
time.

In the Tehran strikes, Israel
blew open a gate at Evin prison.
Iranian state television shared
black-and-white surveillance
footage of the strike at the facil-
ity known for holding dual na-
tionals and Westerners often
used by Iran as bargaining
chips in negotiations with the
West.

Evin also has specialized
units for political prisoners run
by the paramilitary, all-volun-
teer Revolutionary Guard,
which answers only to Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei.

There were no immediate re-

ports of casualties in Iran or sig-
nificant damage, though the
semiofficial Tasnim news agen-
cy said there had been a power
cut reported outside of Tehran
following the Israeli strikes.

Iranian state television also
aired footage it described as be-
ing shot inside Evin, with pris-
oners under control inside the
facility. However, the Washing-
ton-based Abdorrahman Bor-
oumand Center for Human
Rights in Iran expressed worry
about the condition of prisoners
there.

“Many families of current de-
tainees have expressed deep
concern about the safety and
condition of their loved ones
held inside the prison,” it said.

In Israel, at least 24 people
have been killed and more than
1,000 wounded in the war. Is-
raeli strikes on Iran have killed
at least 950 people and wound-
ed 3,450 others, according to the
group Human Rights Activists.

Nations condemn deadly
church bombing in Syria

Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria — The
death toll from an attack on a
church in Syria has gone up to
25, state media said Monday.

The attack Sunday on the Mar
Elias Greek Orthodox church
during a Divine Liturgy in Dwei-
I’a near Damascus was the first
of its kind in Syria in years and
comes as Damascus underits de
facto Islamist rule is trying to
win the support of minorities. As
President Ahmad al-Sharaa
struggles to exert authority
across the country, there have
been concerns about the pres-
ence of sleeper cells of extremist
groups in the war-torn country.

The ministry and most wit-
nesses said a gunman entered
the church and started firing at
the people there before detonat-
ing his explosive vest.

SANA, citing the Health Min-

istry, said 63 other people were
wounded in the attack. Father
Fadi Ghattas told The Associat-
ed Press after the attack that
some 350 people were praying at
the church.

The United States, the Euro-
pean Union and governments
across the Middle East con-
demned the attack, decrying it
as aterrorist attack.

No group immediately
claimed responsibility, but the
Syrian interior minister has
blamed the extremist Islamic
State group.

Since the toppling of Bashar
Assad and his family’s decades-
long dictatorial rule of Syria last
December in a lightning insur-
gency, al-Sharaa has been push-
ing to win the support of Syria’s
non-Sunni-Muslim minority
groups who are concerned about
life under Islamist rule.

Russia attacks Ukraine at
night with drones, missiles

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russian
drones and missiles killed at least
14 civilians and injured several
dozen others in Ukraine in over-
night attacks, local officials said
Monday, with nine deaths report-
ed in the capital, Kyiv, where an
apartment building partially col-
lapsed.

Russiafired 352 drones and de-
coysovernight,as well as11 ballis-
tic missiles and five cruise mis-
siles, Ukraine’s air force said. Air
defenses intercepted or jammed
339 drones and 15 missiles before
they could reach their targets, a
statement said.

The strikes came nearly aweek
after a Russian attack Kkilled 28
peoplein Kyiv, 23 oftheminares-
idential building that collapsed
after a direct missile hit.

Russian forces for several
months have been trying to drive

deeper into Ukraine as part of a
summer push along the roughly
620-mile front line, though the In-
stitute for the Study of War said
progress has failed to make sig-
nificant gains.

“Russian forces are largely re-
lying on poorly trained infantry to
make gains in the face of Uk-
raine’s drone-based defense,” the
Washington-based think tank
said late Sunday.

Russia also has pounded civil-
ian areas with long-range strikes
in an apparent attempt to weaken
UKkrainian morale.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said preliminary
data indicated that Russian forc-
es used North Korean missiles in
the Kyiv strike.

Zelenskyy said Ukraine’s de-
fense and new ways to pressure
Russia would be the main topics
in his visit to Britain on Monday.
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6 people dead, 2 missing
after boat capsizes

c SOUTH LAKE TA-

HOE — Six people
were confirmed dead and two
others were missing after a boat
capsized on Lake Tahoe in Cali-
fornia, officials said.

The U.S. Coast Guard and the
El Dorado County Sheriff’s Of-
fice responded Saturday after-
noon to D.L. Bliss State Park fol-
lowing reports of 10 people in
the water, officials said. Two
people were rescued and taken
to a local hospital.

Winds of about 30 knots and
swells of up to 8 feet were re-
ported around the time the 27-
foot gold Chris-Craft vessel
flipped over, Coast Guard offi-
cials said.

Rescue workers and divers
searched the area Saturday eve-
ning and resumed their search
Sunday morning.

Video obtained by KCRA-TV
showed moored boats at a near-
by marina crashing into one an-
other amid strong gusts. The ex-
tent of the damage wasn’t im-
mediately known Sunday.

DOJ challenges giving
immigrants in-state fees

FRANKFORT —

President  Donald
Trump’s administration has
asked a federal judge to strike
down a Kentucky regulation
that it said unlawfully gives un-
documented immigrants access
to in-state college tuition.

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment’s lawsuit said the regula-
tion violates federal immigra-
tion law by enabling undocu-
mented students to qualify for
the lower tuition rate at Ken-
tucky’s public colleges and uni-

versities, while American citi-
zens from other states pay high-
er tuition to attend the same
schools.

“Federal law prohibits aliens
not lawfully present in the Unit-
ed States from getting in-state
tuition benefits that are denied
to out-of-state U.S. citizens.
There are no exceptions,” the
suit said.

1 killed, 9 hurt in shooting
at Juneteenth event

s ANDERSON — One
woman was killed
and at least nine others were
wounded during a shooting at a
Juneteenth celebration in South
Carolina, authorities said.

More than 100 law enforce-
ment officers and rescue work-
ers responded Saturday night to
the outdoor event in Anderson,
according to the sheriff’s office.
No arrests had been reported by
Sunday afternoon.

Laporshia Janae Gray Cobb,
35, died from a gunshot wound
to the abdomen, according to
the county coroner’s office.
Nine others were taken to area
hospitals, two with severe inju-
ries.

Investigators don’t believe the
shooting was politically motivat-
ed.

Detectives are continuing to
investigate, officials said.

Massive sculptures stolen
in mysterious heist

c LOS ANGELES —
The two towering
sculptures comprising thou-
sands of pounds of bronze and
stainless steel took artist and
filmmaker Sir Daniel Winn
more than a year to complete.
They vanished in a weekend.
Police believe that on June 14

or 15 at least one thief made off
with both “Icarus Within” and
“Quantum Mechanics:
Homme,” — sculptures valued
at a combined $2.1 million —
from a warehouse in Anaheim
Hills. Other artwork and valua-
bles inside the warehouse that
would have been easier to move
were untouched. Authorities
have scant details about the
heist.

The life-sized “Quantum Me-
chanics: Homme” artwork,
composed of lucite, bronze and
stainless steel, depicts a winged
and horned man and was fea-
tured in the award-winning
short film “Creation” in 2022.
It’s valued at $1.8 million.

A second Winn piece, “Icarus
Within,” based partially on the
sculptor’s chaotic childhood es-
cape from Vietnam, is a steel
and bronze sculpture that also
stands 8 feet tall, weighs a ton,
and is valued at $350,000.

Mayor’s aide misuses city
email for reelection event

NEW YORK —

Mayor Eric Adamsis
hosting a kickoff event for his
reelection campaign this com-
ing week — and an aide in his of-
fice violated city rules by using
his government email account
to advertise the gathering, the
Daily News has learned.

The “special campaign an-
nouncement” is set to take place
Thursday morning on the steps
of City Hall, per a poster the
aide, Grant Yanney, sent to a list
of dozens of city government
colleagues and others, accord-
ing to a source who provided
The News with a copy of the
message.

Under local law, municipal
employees like Yanney cannot
use “any city resources,” in-

cluding email accounts, for
“any political activity,” accord-
ing to the city Conflicts of Inter-
est Board.

Yanney, who has worked for
Adams since joining his Brook-
lyn borough president’s office
in 2021, acknowledged he
shouldn’t have sent the message
from his city government ac-
count, calling it an “honest mis-
take.”

Blaze destroys buildings
and forces evacuations

UT PINE VALLEY — A

fast-moving fire
fueled by high winds on Friday
has destroyed a dozen struc-
tures, including homes, and
forced some in a rural area of
southwest Utah to evacuate.

The Forsyth Fire started
Thursday in the Pine Valley
Mountains and has already
burned about 2.3 square miles,
said Karl Hunt, a spokesperson
for the Utah Division of Forest-
ry, Fire & State Lands. It has
forced people to evacuate from
the Pine Valley Community and
nearby campgrounds, although
the number of people who have
fled was not immediately clear.

The blaze, which is about 15
miles northeast of St. George
and includes steep, mountain-
ous terrain, has also threatened
400 structures.

By Friday evening, the fire
remained uncontained despite
150 people battling the blaze, in-
cluding two hotshot crews from
Utah and Nevada, according to
Hunt. Teams were using heli-
copters, more than a dozen en-
gines and water tenders.

The cause of the fire has not
been determined and is under
investigation, Hunt said.

— From wire reports

STARSK #STRIPES

Single source convenience, reliably independent. Visit www.stripes.com.

Reporting
World, National

and Military News




PAGE 6

e STRIPES LITE °

Monday, June 23, 2025

SGA leads Thunder past Pacers for title

Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander walked off
the court for the final time this
season, collapsed into the arms
of coach Mark Daigneault and
finally smiled.

It was over.

The climb is complete. The
rebuild is done. The Oklahoma
City Thunder are champions.

The best team all season was
the best team at the end, bring-
ing the NBA title to Oklahoma
City for the first time. Gilgeous-
Alexander finished off his MVP
season with 29 points and 12 as-
sists, and the Thunder beat the
Indiana Pacers — who lost Ty-
rese Haliburton to a serious leg
injury in the opening minutes —
103-91 in Game 7 of the NBA Fi-
nals on Sunday night.

“It doesn’t feel real,” said Gil-
geous-Alexander, the Finals
MVP. “So many hours. So many
moments. So many emotions. So
many nights of disbelief. So
many nights of belief. It’s crazy
to know that we’re all here, but
this group worked for it. This

group put in the hours and we
deserve this.”

Jalen Williams scored 20
points and Chet Holmgren had
18 for the Thunder, who fin-
ished off a season for the ages.
Oklahoma City won 84 games
between the regular season and
the playoffs, tying the 1996-97
Chicago Bulls for third most in
any season.

Only Golden State (88 in 2016-
17) and the Bulls (87 in 2015-16)
won more.

It’s the second championship
for the franchise. The Seattle
SuperSonics won the title in
1979; the team moved to Okla-
homa City in 2008. There’s noth-
ing in the rafters in Oklahoma
City to commemorate that title.

In October, a championship
banner is finally coming. A
Thunder banner.

“They behave like cham-
pions. They compete like cham-
pions,” Daigneault said. “They
root for each other’s success,
which is rare in professional
sports. I’'ve said it many times
and now I'm going to say it one

more time. They are an uncom-
mon team and now they’re
champions.”

The Pacers led 48-47 at the
half even after losing Halibur-
ton to what his father said was
an Achilles tendon injury about
seven minutes into the game.
But they were outscored 34-20
in the third quarter as the Thun-
der built a 13-point lead and be-
gan to run away.

“Deflated, but proud of ev-
erything we’ve accomplished,”
Pacers guard TJ McConnell
said.

Bennedict Mathurin had 24
points and 13 rebounds for Indi-
ana, which still is waiting for its
first NBA title. The Pacers —
who were 10-15 after 25 games
and were bidding to be the first
team in NBA history to turn that
bad of a start into a champion-
ship—hadleadsof1-0 and 2-1in
the series, but they simply
didn’t have enough in the end.

Home teams improved to 16-4
in NBA Finals Game 7s. And the
Thunder became the seventh
champion in the last seven sea-

sons, a run of parity like none
other in NBA history.

Pacers forward Pascal Sia-
kam was part of the Toronto
team that won in 2019, Thunder
guard Alex Caruso was part of
the Los Angeles Lakers team
that won in the pandemic “bub-
ble” in 2020, Milwaukee won in
2021, Golden State in 2022, Pac-
ers forward Thomas Bryant and
Denver prevailed in 2023, and
Boston won last year’s title.

And now, the Thunder get
their turn. The youngest team to
win a title in nearly a half-centu-
ry has reached the NBA moun-
taintop.

The Thunder are the ninth
franchise to win a title in NBA
Commissioner Adam Silver’s 12
seasons. His predecessor, Da-
vid Stern, saw eight franchises
win titles in his 30 seasons as
commissioner.

“It really hurts on the one
hand,” Pacers coach Rick Car-
lisle said. “On the other hand,
this team has given all of Pacer
Nation something to be very
proud of.”

Haliburton leg injury early started Pacers downfall

Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — This is
not how Indiana star Tyrese
Haliburton saw the season end-
ing.

He was outside the locker
room, a walking boot on his
right leg, standing on crutches,
greeting his teammates as they
came off the floor at the end of
their season. There were hugs.
There were tears.

The end, by any measure,
was heartbreaking. And the
pain of Game 7 of NBA Finals is
going to linger over the Pacers
for a long, long time.

Haliburton — who was play-
ing with a strained right calf —
tumbled to the court in a heap,
immediately began punching
the floor in frustration and
needed to be helped to the lock-

er room in Game 7 of the NBA
Finals against the Oklahoma
City Thunder on Sunday night.

Indiana had a one-point lead
at halftime, but in the end, the
Pacers lost their best player,
then their verve, then their shot
at the NBA title. The Thunder
won 103-91, after the Pacers
managed only 43 points in the
second half.

“Doesn’t surprise me at all,”
Pacers guard TJ McConnell
said when asked if he was sur-
prised Haliburton was there at
the end to console teammates.
“That’s who he is as a person, a
teammate. He put his ego aside
constantly. He could have been
in the locker room feeling sorry
for himself after something like
that happened, but he wasn’t.
He was up greeting us. ... That’s

who Tyrese Haliburton is. He’s
just the greatest, man.”

John Haliburton, Tyrese’s fa-
ther, told ABC late in the first
half it was an Achilles tendon
injury, as the replays of the play
clearly indicated. An MRI is
still likely to confirm that, but
there are simple tests — with-
out a need for imaging — that
doctors typically use to deter-
mine whether there is a serious
injury to the tendon.

The Pacers quickly ruled out
Haliburton for the rest of Game
7 with that they called a lower
right leg injury, and replays ap-
peared to show something pop-
ping in the back of his leg. The
injury happened with 4:55 left
in the first quarter.

Haliburton put no weight on
the leg and had his face

wrapped in towels as he was
taken to the Pacers’ locker
room for evaluation. Virtually
the entire Indiana playing,
coaching and medical staff sur-
rounded him on the court once
he got hurt. Even Thunder star
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
quickly went over, touched Ha-
liburton on the head as the Pac-
ers guard lay face-down on the
court and offered a kind word.

“All of our hearts dropped,”
Pacers coach Rick Carlisle said.
“But he will be back.”

To their credit, the Pacers
tried to rally for their team-
mates. But the Thunder were
the best team in the league all
season, finishing 68-14 — and in
the second half Sunday night,
with the title on the line, they
were much the best again.
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LSU sweeps Goastal Carolina for title

Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Coming out
of last season, LSU coach Jay
Johnson couldn’t have foreseen
the national championship this
group of tenacious Tigers is tak-
ing back to Baton Rouge.

“It was probably a year ago
today,” he said, “we had 12
players in our program that ac-
tually played on the field for us
in 2024. Twelve.”

Then, quoting his mentor and
LSU baseball patriarch Skip
Bertman, Johnson said: “We
ended up with some really good
fortune.”

LSU knocked previously un-
beaten Coastal Carolina ace Ja-
cob Morrison out of the game
with a four-run fourth inning,
and the Tigers won their second
national title in three years Sun-
day with a 5-3 victory in the Col-
lege World Series finals.

The Tigers (53-15) completed
a two-game sweep of the Chan-
ticleers (56-13), who entered
the finals on a 26-game winning
streak and on Sunday saw
coach Kevin Schnall and first
base coach Matt Schilling eject-

ed in the bottom of the first in-
ning.

LSU gave the Southeastern
Conference its sixth straight na-
tional title in baseball and 11th
in 16 years. It was LSU’s eighth,
all since 1991 and second most
all-time behind USC’s 12.

The 2023 team was led by
Paul Skenes and Dylan Crews,
the top two picks in the MLB
amateur draft that year, and
slugger Tommy White. It was
built to win a championship.

The good fortune Johnson re-
ferred to was mixing those 12
returning players from last sea-
son with a talented freshman
class that mostly showed up in-
tact after the draft and was rat-
ed No. 1 in college baseball,
along with 10 transfers — in-
cluding three ranked in the top
10 in the portal rankings. The
team coalesced quickly.

Coastal Carolina won the na-
tional title in 2016 and was try-
ing to become the first team
since 1962 (Michigan) to win
the championship in its first two
CWS appearances. The Chanti-
cleers hadn’t lost consecutive

games since dropping two in a
row at Troy on March 22 and
23.

With five-time champion
coach Bertman watching from
the stands, LSU tied it at 1 in the
third on Ethan Frey’s RBI dou-
ble and went up 5-1in the fourth
on two-run singles by Chris
Stanfield and Derek Curiel.

Coastal Carolina pulled with-
in 5-3 in the seventh against
LSU starter Anthony Eyanson
when No. 9 batter Wells Sykes
hit his fourth homer of the sea-
son.

That brought on Chase
Shores for his fourth appear-
ance of the CWS. The 6-foot-8
right-hander touched 100 mph
with his fastball while retiring
the first five batters he faced
before Dean Mihos, who ho-
mered in the second, singled
through the right side leading
off the ninth.

With Tigers fans on their feet
and chanting “L-S-U, L-S-U,”
Shores struck out Ty Dooley
and got Sykes to ground into a
game-ending double play. The
Tigers’ dugout emptied and the

celebratory dogpile behind the
mound ensued, and the players
then walked around the warn-
ing track in a line high-fiving
fans leaning over the wall.

The Chanticleers had won 15
straight when Morrison (12-1)
started. Morrison’s 3% innings
marked his shortest start of the
season and the five runs against
him were the most he has al-
lowed.

LSU entered having won 13
games in a row in which one of
its top two pitchers — Kade An-
derson and Eyanson — started.

Walker Mitchell was at bat
with two outs and Sebastian
Alexander had just stolen sec-
ond base when Schnall went to
the top steps of the dugout, ges-
tured at plate umpire Angel
Campos with three fingers and
began shouting at him.

The NCAA said Schnall was
arguing balls and strikes, was
given a warning and thrown out
when he did not leave immedi-
ately. Schilling was tossed for
comments he made as the con-
frontation with umpires contin-
ued near the plate.

Briscoe stretches fuel thin to win at Pocono Raceway

Associated Press

LONG POND, Pa. — Chase
Briscoe got the cold facts when
the third-generation driver’s ca-
reer took an unexpected turn,
leaving his lame-duck NASCAR
team for the sport’s most coveted
available seat with powerhouse
Joe Gibbs Racing.

The message was clear at JGR
— home of five Cup driver titles
and a perennial contender to win
another one.

“You don’t make the playoffs,”
Briscoe said, “you don’t race in
this car anymore.”

The Toyotas were better at
JGR, sure. So were the cham-
pionship standards set by Joe
Gibbs and the rest of the organi-
zation.

Briscoe’s eyes are wide open
now, a first-time winner for JGR

and, yes, he is indeed playoff
bound.

Briscoe returned to victory
lane Sunday at Pocono Raceway,
stretching the final drops of fuel
downthe stretch tohold off Ham-
lin for his third career Cup victo-
ry and first with his new race
team.

“I’'ve only won three races in
the Cup Series, right? But this is
by far the least enjoyable just be-
cause it’s expected now,” Bris-
coe said. “You have to go win.
Where at SHR, youreally feltlike
you surprised the world if you
won.”

Briscoe raced his way into an
automatic spot in NASCAR’s
playoffs with the win and gave
the No. 19 Toyota its first victory
since 2023 when Martin Truex
Jr.had theride.

Briscoelosthisjob at the end of
last season at Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing when the team folded and he
was tabbed to replace Truex —
almost a year to the day for his
win at Pocono — in the four-car
JGR field.

Hamlin, who holds the track
record with seven wins, ap-
peared on the brink of reeling in
Briscoe over the final, thrilling
laps only to have not enough in
the No. 11 Toyota to snag that
eighth Pocono win.

Briscoe made his final pit stop
on lap 119 of the 160-lap race,
while Hamlin — who returned
after missing last week’s race fol-
lowing the birth of his son —
made his final stop on 120. Ham-
lin’s team radioed to him that
they believed Briscoe would fall
about a half-lap short on fuel —

only for the first-year JGR driver
to win by 0.682 seconds.

Briscoe has been on bit of a hot
streak and had his fourth top-10
finish over the last six races, in-
cluding a seventh-place finish in
last week’s ballyhooed race in
Mexico City. He became the 11th
driver to earn a spot in the 16-
driver field with nine races left
until the field is set and made a
winner again of crew chief
James Small. Small stayed on the
team through Truex’s final win-
less season and Briscoe’s winless
start to this season.

The race was delayed 2 hours,
10 minutes by rain and the condi-
tions were muggy by the time the
green flag dropped. Briscoe led
72laps and won the second stage.

He'll certainly settle for a ride
tovictory lane.
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Phillies top Mets, reclaim first place

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Kyle
Schwarber and Edmundo Sosa
homered, Jesas Luzardo tossed
6% scoreless innings and the
Philadelphia Phillies regained
sole possession of first place in
the NL East with a 7-1 victory
over the slumping New York
Mets on Sunday night.

Nick Castellanos added two
doubles and an RBI for the Phil-
lies, who have won nine of 11 af-
ter taking two of three games in
the series against their division

rivals. Philadelphia (47-31)
moved one game ahead of New
York in the standings.

Francisco Lindor homered
late for the Mets, who have lost
eight of nine.

Luzardo (7-3) allowed three
hits with seven strikeouts and a
walk.

The Phillies did their damage
against David Peterson (5-3) in
the fourth when they scored five
runs. Schwarber led off with his
24th homer, a drive off the bat-
ter’s eyein center field. After an
RBI single by Otto Kemp made
it 2-0, Sosa hit a three-run shot
on an 84 mph slider into Phila-
delphia’s bullpen in right-cen-
ter.

Sosa also singled and doubled.

Mariners 14, Cubs 6: Dono-
van Solano homered twice and
drove in five runs, helping visit-
ing Seattle outslug Chicago for
the win.

Seiya Suzuki homered twice
and drove in three runs for the
Cubs in their third loss in four
games.Chicago trimmed Seat-
tle’slead to 5S-4 when Suzuki hita
two-run shot off Logan Gilbert
(2-2) with two down in the fifth.

Yankees 4, Orioles 2: Jazz
Chisholm Jr. hit a go-ahead,
two-run double off the right-
center field wall in a three-run
eighth inning, leading host New
York over Baltimore.

New York boosted the lead
when Gary Sanchez dropped
shortstop Gunnar Henderson’s
throw on LeMahieu’s grounder,
allowing Chisholm to slide

across the plate.

Tigers 9, Rays 3: Riley
Greene had three hits and Wen-
ceel Pérez and Parker Meadows
each homered and drove in
three runs and Detroit snapped
a three-game losing streak with
aroad win against Tampa Bay at
Steinbrenner Field.

Pérez broke a 1-1 tie with a
two-run blast in the seventh in-
ning off Garrett Cleavinger
(0-3). Dillon Dingler added two
hits and an RBI for Detroit,
which maintained the best rec-
ord in the majors (49-30).

Marlins 5, Braves 3: Kyle
Stowers ended a 31-game home
run drought, Sandy Alcantara
pitched six strong innings and
host Miami beat Atlanta in the
rubber game of their three-
game series.

Alcantara (4-8) allowed three
runs and six hits, walked two
and struck out four.

White Sox 4, Blue Jays 2: Mi-
guel Vargas hit a tiebreaking
double in the eighth inning and
visiting Chicago rallied to beat
Toronto.

Vargas had two hits and drove
in a pair as the White Sox won a
series for the first time since
taking two of three against Kan-
sas City from June 6-8.

Pirates 8, Rangers 3: Tom-
my Pham went 3-for-3 and
drove in three runs, Spencer
Horwitz and Bryan Reynolds al-
so had three hits, and host Pitts-
burgh used a five-run fifth in-
ning to beat Texas and avoid a
three-game sweep.

Pham tied it 2-all with a sacri-
fice fly in the fourth and capped
the fifth-inning rally with an
RBI double for a 7-2 advantage.
He drove in Pittsburgh’s final
run with a double in the seventh.

Horwitz went 3-for-4 with two
doubles. He scored three runs
and drove in two as the Pirates
finished with 15 hits.

Brewers 9, Twins 8: Rhys
Hoskins homered, doubled and
drove in two runs as Milwaukee
completed a three-game sweep
of Minnesota with an away vic-

tory.

Brewers starter Quinn Pries-
ter was pulled after throwing 76
pitches in 3% innings. The win
went to Rob Zastryzny (2-1),
who pitched two-thirds of an in-
ning.

Rockies 4, Diamondbacks 2:
Mickey Moniak hit a three-run
homer to cap a four-run fifth in-
ning, Antonio Senzatala won his
second straight start, and major
league-worst Colorado snapped
athree-game skid with a victory
over visiting Arizona.

The Rockies (18-60) avoided
the worst record through 78
games in the modern era. The
1907 St. Louis Cardinals and
1932 Detroit Tigers also went 18-
60.

Reds 4, Cardinals 1: Andrew
Abbott retired the final 18 bat-
ters he faced in seven com-
manding innings, and visiting
Cincinnati avoided a three-
game sweep with a win against
St. Louis.

Cincinnati extended the lead
when Elly de la Cruz doubled to
lead off the sixth and scored on
Gavin Lux’s RBI groundout.

Giants 9, Red Sox 5: Heliot
Ramos doubled home two runs
to highlight San Francisco’s de-
cisive seventh inning after an
earlier two-run single, and the
Giants rallied to beat visiting
Boston.

Casey Schmitt and Mike
Yastrzemski each hit solo home
runs in the fifth against Red Sox
starter Luis Giolito and Willy
Adames connected in the
eighth.

Padres 3, Royals 2: Jose
Iglesias tied the game with two-
run, two-out, bases-loaded
pinch-hit single in the seventh
inning and then drove in the
winning run with a grounder in
the ninth for host San Diego,
whobeat Kansas City to take two
of three.

Iglesias hit a soft bouncer to
shortstop Bobby Witt Jr., who
fielded it, spun around and
threw home too late to get Luis
Arraez.

Dodgers 13, Nationals 7:
Shohei Ohtani pitched one hit-
less inning in his second mound
start of the season before hitting
a three-run triple and a two-run
homer, and Max Muncy had a
grand slam and a three-run
homer in host Los Angeles’ vic-
tory over Washington.

Ohtani recorded two strike-
outs while throwing 18 pitches,
allowing his only baserunner on
an error when Mookie Betts
dropped a popup in the sun.

Ohtani then had his most pro-
ductive offensive game in some
time, delivering two huge hits in
the late innings. He cleared the
bases with a drive into the right
field corner during the Dodgers’
seven-run seventh, and he add-
ed his 26th homer in the eighth
to put LA up 13-3.

Guardians 3, Athletics O:
Slade Cecconi pitched a career-
high seven innings and Emma-
nuel Clase escaped a bases-
loaded jam in the ninth to lead
visiting Cleveland to a victory
over the Athletics in the rubber
game of their series.

Cecconi (3-3) allowed six hits
and a walk in his seventh start
for Cleveland after making 17
for Arizona over the previous
two seasons.

Clase gave up a walk and sin-
gles to Tyler Soderstrom and JJ
Bleday to load the bases before
finishing for his second straight
save and 18th in 21 opportuni-
ties.

Astros 8, Angels 7: Mauricio
Dubén homered twice and Josh
Hader stayed perfect in 19 save
chances this season by getting
Mike Trout to line out to center
field with a runner on second as
visiting Houston held off Los
Angeles in the rubber game of
their series.

Dubén’s second career multi-
homer game began with a lead-
off shot against starter Kyle
Hendricks in the fifth inning for
the Astros’ first run. Dubén add-
ed a two-run drive off Hunter
Strickland for a 6-5S lead in the
sixth.
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