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Biden debate performance spurs concerns

Associated Press

ATLANTA — A raspy and
sometimes halting President
Joe Biden tried repeatedly to
confront Donald Trump in
their first debate ahead of the
November election, as his Re-
publican rival countered Bi-
den’s criticism by leaning into
falsehoods about the economy,
illegal immigration and his
role in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol
insurrection.

Biden’s uneven perfor-
mance, particularly early in
the debate, crystallized the
concerns of many Americans
that, at 81, he is too old to serve
as president. It sparked a fresh
round of calls for the Democrat
to consider stepping aside as
the party’s nominee as mem-
bers of his party fear a return
of Trump to the White House.

Biden repeatedly tore into
Trump in an apparent effort to
provoke him, bringing up ev-
erything from the former pres-
ident’s recent felony conviction
to his alleged insult of World
War I veterans to his weight.
The 78-year-old Trump de-
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clined to clearly state he would
accept the results of the No-
vember election, four years af-
ter he promoted conspiracy
theories about his loss that cul-
minated in the Jan. 6 insurrec-
tion, and repeatedly misstated
the record from his time in of-
fice.

But Biden’s delivery from
the beginning of the debate
drew the most attention after-
ward. Trump’s allies immedi-
ately declared victory while
prominent Democrats publicly
questioned whether Biden
could move forward.

“I think the panic had set in,”
said David Axelrod, a longtime
advisor to former President
Barack Obama on CNN, imme-
diately after the debate about
Biden’s performance. “And I
think you’re going to hear dis-
cussions that, I don’t know will
lead to anything, but there are
going to be discussions about
whether he should continue.”

Said Van Jones, another
Democratic strategist, on CNN:
“He did not do well at all.”

Rosemarie DeAngelis, a
Democrat who watched the de-
bate at a party in South Port-
land, Maine, said she felt Biden
gave the right answers to
Trump but “didn’t have the
spark that we needed tonight.”

“That’s going to be the chal-
lenge going forward. This is
only June, this is the first, but
can he sustain?” she said.
“That is going to be the chal-
lenge.”

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, speaking on CNN after-
ward, sought to defend the
president’s performance while
acknowledging the criticism.

“There was a slow start, but

there was a strong finish,” she
said.
Asked about his perfor-

mance in the debate, Biden
told reporters early Friday that
“I think we did well,” but said
he has a “sore throat.” Pressed
about Democratic concerns
with his showing that he should
consider stepping aside, Biden

said, “No, it’s hard to debate a
liar.”

Biden began the night with a
hoarse voice as he tried to de-
fend his economic record and
criticize Trump. A person fa-
miliar with the matter said Bi-
den was suffering from a cold
during the debate, adding that
he tested negative for CO-
VID-19.

Biden appeared to lose his
train of thought while giving
one answer, drifting from an
answer on tax policy to health
policy, at one point using the
word “COVID,” and then say-
ing, “excuse me, with, dealing
with,” and he trailed off again.

“Look, we finally beat Medi-
care,” Biden said, as his time
ran out on his answer.

Biden began to give clearer
answers as the debate pro-
gressed, still with a rasp, and
attacked Trump’s record on is-
sues like fighting climate
change.

“The only existential threat
to humanity is climate change,
and he didn’t do a damn thing
about it,” he said.

Russia issues warning after Black Sea drone flights

Associated Press

Russia’s defense minister or-
dered officials to prepare a “re-
sponse” to U.S. drone flights
over the Black Sea, the ministry
said Friday, in an apparent
warning that Moscow may take
forceful action to ward off the
American reconnaissance air-
craft.

The Russian Defense Minis-
try noted arecent “increased in-
tensity” of U.S. drones over the
Black Sea, saying they “conduct
intelligence and targeting for
precision weapons supplied to

the Ukrainian military by West-
ern countries for strikes on Rus-
sian facilities.”

“It shows an increased invol-
vement of the U.S. and other
NATO countries in the conflict
in Ukraine on the side of the Ky-
iv regime,” the ministry said in
a statement.

It noted that “such flights sig-
nificantly increase the probabil-
ity of incidents involving Rus-
sian military aircraft, which in-
creases the risk of direct con-
frontation between the alliance
and the Russian Federation.”

“NATO members will bear
responsibility for that,” it add-
ed.

The ministry said that De-
fense Minister Andrei Belousov
has directed the General Staff to
“make proposals on measures
of operative response to provo-
cations.”

Washington and Moscow
have clashed before over the is-
sue. In March 2023, a Russian
Su-27 fighter jet damaged a U.S.
MQ-9 Reaper drone, causing it
to crash into the Black Sea. It
was the first direct clash be-

tween Russian and U.S. forces
since the Cold War.

The Pentagon and U.S. Euro-
pean Command said after the
incident that two Russian Su-27
aircraft dumped fuel on the
MQ-9, which was conducting a
routine surveillance mission
over the Black Sea in interna-
tional airspace.

The Russian Defense Minis-
try said then that the U.S. drone
was flying near the Russian bor-
der and intruded into an area
that was declared off-limits by
Russian authorities.
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Debate takeaways: Trump confident, Biden halting

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Thurs-
day’s presidential debate was a
rerun that featured two candi-
dates with a combined age of
159, but it went especially poor-
ly for one of them: President
Joe Biden.

Already fighting voter con-
cerns about his age, Biden, 81,
was halting and seemed to lose
his train of thought, sparking
quick concerns among Demo-
crats about the man they hope
will keep former President Do-
nald Trump from returning to
office. For his part, Trump
made repeated false claims and
provocative statements. But
Trump seemed smoother and
more vigorous than Biden, who
is only three years older than
the Republican ex-president.

The debate covered a wide
range of topics and included a
former president — Trump —
not backing down from his
vOows to prosecute members of
Congress and even the man he
was debating. But the overarch-
ing theme was the difference
between the candidates’ perfor-
mance.

Here are some takeaways
from the faceoff.

Style vs. substance

Presidential debates are of-
ten scored on style and impres-
sion more than substance.
Trump was confident and com-
posed, even as he steamrolled
facts on abortion and immigra-
tion with false assertions, con-
spicuous exaggerations and
empty superlatives. Biden was
often halting, his voice raspy,
even when he had the facts on
his side. He had difficulty fin-
ishing his arguments and mar-
shalling his attacks.

Biden’s supporters consis-
tently express concern about
the president’s age and capac-
ity and he did little to reassure
them.

One of the first glimpses

viewers got of Biden was when
he lost his train of thought while
making his case on tax rates
and the number of billionaires
in America — trailing off and
looking down at his lectern be-
fore mumbling briefly and say-
ing “we finally beat Medicare.”
When he tried to finish his
point, he was cut off because of
the time limits.

At other times, Biden made
some puzzling non sequiturs
that seemed to undercut what
the campaign has said are his
strong points, including the
economy and abortion rights.
As Biden critiqued Trump’s ec-
onomic record, the president
suddenly pivoted to Afghanis-
tan and how Trump “didn’t do
anything about that” — al-
though the botched withdrawal
of Afghanistan is widely consi-
dered one of the lowest points of
Biden’s presidency.

Later, as Biden singled out
state restrictions on abortion,
he confusingly pivoted to immi-
gration and referred to a
“young woman who was just
murdered” by an immigrant. It
was unclear what point he was
trying to make.

Jan. 6

Trump was cruising through
the opening of the debate when
he suddenly stumbled over the
question of how he would reas-
sure voters that he would re-
spect his oath of office after the
Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S.
Capitol.

He continued to engage in de-
nialism about the attack and re-
fused to denounced those who
attacked police and stormed the
building by breaking doors and
windows. He suggested that
those charged will somehow be
found one day to be innocent.

More than 1,400 people have
been charged with federal of-
fenses stemming from the riot.
Of those, more than 850 people
have pleaded guilty to crimes,

including seditious conspiracy
and assaulting police officers.
About 200 others have been
convicted at trial.

Trump tried to avoid ad-
dressing the issue. He defended
the people who stormed the
Capitol, blaming Biden for
prosecuting them. “What
they’ve done to some people
who are so innocent, you ought
to be ashamed of yourself,”
Trump told Biden.

Trump warned that the mem-
bers of the congressional com-
mittee that investigated Jan. 6
could face criminal charges, as
could Biden himself.

Biden shot back: “The only
person on this stage who’s a
convicted felon is the man I’'m
looking at.”

Trump didn’t back down
from his vow to seek ven-
geance. Coupled with his refus-
al to condemn the Jan. 6 attack-
ers, it made for a stark moment.

Asked if he would accept the
results of the election, Trump
said, “if it’s a fair and legal and
good election, absolutely,”
which notably is not an unqual-
ified yes.

Abortion

Abortion is an issue Demo-
crats think could help deliver a
victory in November. Trump in
2016 campaigned on overturn-
ing Roe v. Wade, and as presi-
dent appointed three Supreme
Court justices who provided the
deciding votes revoking the 49-
year right to the procedure. In
response to a question from the
moderators, Trump vowed not
to go further if he returns to the
White House, where his admin-
istration would have the author-
ity to outlaw the abortion pill
mifepristone, which is widely
used.

Overturning Roe is one of
Trump’s greatest political vul-
nerabilities, but on Thursday
the former president contended
everyone was happy with what

he did.

“As far as abortion’s con-
cerned it’s back to the states,”
Trump said, contending the
Founding Fathers would have
been happy with the end of Roe.
“Everybody wanted it brought
back.”

That’s not true. Polls have
shown significant opposition to
overturning Roe and voters
have punished Republicans in
recent elections for it. “The idea
that the founders wanted the
politicians to be the ones mak-
ing the decisions about wom-
en’s health is ridiculous,” Biden
shot back.

But when it was his turn to
speak, Biden stumbled through
his explanation of Roe, which
he said “had three trimesters. ...
The first time is between a
woman and a doctor. Second
time is between a doctor and an
extreme situation. A third time
is between the doctor, I mean,
between the women and the
state.”

The economy

The debate began with Biden
defending his record on the
economy, saying he inherited
an economy that was “in a free-
fall” as it was battered by the
pandemic and that his adminis-
tration put it back together
again.

But after Biden touted his ad-
ministration’s accomplish-
ments — such as lowering the
cost of insulin and the creation
of millions of new jobs —
Trump boasted that he oversaw
the “greatest economy in the
history of our country” and de-
fended his record on the pan-
demic.

Biden retorted: “He’s the on-
ly one who thinks that.” But
Trump responding by attacking
him on inflation, arguing that
he inherited low rates of infla-
tion when he came into office in
January 2021 yet prices “blew
up under his leadership.”

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Ex-Uvalde schools police chief
accused of delays in indictment

Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — The police
chief for schools in Uvalde, Tex-
as, failed to identify an active
shooting, did not follow his
training and made critical deci-
sions that slowed the law en-
forcement response to stop a
killer who was “hunting” vic-
tims and ultimately killed 21
people at Robb Elementary, ac-
cording to an indictment un-
sealed Friday.

Pete Arredondo was arrested
and briefly booked into jail be-
fore he was released Thursday
night on 10 state jail felony
counts of abandoning or endan-
gering a child in the May 24,
2022, attack that killed 19 chil-
dren and two teachers in one of
the worst school shootings in
U.S. history.

Former school officer Adrian
Gonzales also was indicted on
multiple similar charges, the

Uvalde Leader-News and the
San Antonio Express-News re-
ported. The Uvalde newspaper
reported that District Attorney
Christina Mitchell confirmed
the indictment.

Arredondo and Gonzales are
the first officers to face criminal
charges.

The indictment against Arre-
dondo, who was the on-site com-
mander at the shooting, accused
the chief of delaying the police
response despite hearing shots
fired and being notified that in-
jured children were in the class-
rooms and that a teacher had
been shot. Arredondo called for
a SWAT team, ordered the ini-
tial responding officers to evac-
uate the building instead of con-
fronting the shooter, and at-
tempted to negotiate with the
18-year-old gunman, the indict-
ment said.

More than 370 federal, state

and local officers converged on
the scene, but they waited more
than 70 minutes before con-
fronting the shooter, even as the
gunman could be heard firing
an AR-15-style rifle. Terrified
students inside the classroom
called 911 as parents begged of-
ficers — some of whom could
hear shots being fired while
they stood in a hallway — to go
in. A tactical team of officers
eventually went into the class-
room and Kkilled the shooter.

The indictment charges Arre-
dondo with failing to protect
survivors of the attack, includ-
ing Khloie Torres, who called
911 and begged for help, telling a
dispatcher, “Please hurry.
There’s a lot of dead bodies.
Some of my teachers are still
alive but they’re shot.”

The state jail felony charges
carry up to two years in jail if
convicted.

Oklahoma state superintendent orders
public schools to incorporate the Bible

Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — OKla-
homa’s top education official or-
dered public schools Thursday
toincorporate the Bible into les-
sons for grades S through 12, the
latest effort by conservatives to
incorporate religion into class-
rooms.

The directive drew immedi-
ate condemnation from civil
rights groups and supporters of
the separation of church and
state, with some calling it an
abuse of power and a violation
of the U.S. Constitution.

The order sent to districts
across the state by Republican
State Superintendent Ryan
Walters says adherence to the
mandate is compulsory and
“immediate and strict compli-
ance is expected.”

“The Bible is an indispensa-
ble historical and cultural
touchstone,” Walters said in a
statement. “Without basic
knowledge of it, Oklahoma stu-
dents are unable to properly
contextualize the foundation of
our nation which is why Oklaho-
ma educational standards pro-
vide for its instruction.”

Oklahoma law explicitly al-
lows Bibles in the classroom
and lets teachers use them in in-
struction, said Phil Bacharach,
a spokesman for state Attorney
General Gentner Drummond.

It’s not clear if Walters has
the authority to mandate that
schools teach it. State law says
individual school districts have
the exclusive authority to de-
cide on instruction, curriculum,
reading lists, instructional ma-

terials and textbooks.

The head of the Oklahoma
chapter of the Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations criti-
cized the directive as a clear vio-
lation of the Constitution’s Es-
tablishment Clause, which pro-
hibits the government from
“establishing” a religion.

“We adamantly oppose any
requirements that religion be
forcefully taught or required as
a part of lesson plans in public
schools, in Oklahoma, or any-
where else in the country,”
Adam Soltani said in a state-
ment.

“Public schools are not Sun-
day schools,” said Rachel Laser,
president and CEO of Ameri-
cans United for Separation of
Church and State, in a state-
ment.

Storms and
heat wreak
havoc in US

Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Severe
weather has caused havoc and
destruction across the U.S. That
includes torrential rains and
flooding in the Upper Midwest
and powerful storms in the
Northeast that left a least two
people dead from falling trees.

The deadly storms that raked
parts of the Northeast late
Wednesday into early Thursday
spun off tornadoes and initially
left some 250,000 customers in
the region without power.

The National Weather Ser-
vice confirmed that a tornado
moved through parts of Rhode
Island and Massachusetts on
Wednesday evening, and in
western Pennsylvania, the
storms are believed to have
spun off at least three torna-
does. Winds of up to 70 mph
brought down power lines and
trees and damaged some homes
and other structures in the area.
No injuries were reported.

The storms came on the heels
of widespread flooding in parts
of the Midwest after days of tor-
rential rains soaked the area. A
S2-year-old man drowned in his
Iowa basement after the foun-
dation collapsed and debris
pinned him down, the Des
Moines Register reported
Thursday. Flooding is attribut-
ed to at least two other deaths —
one in Iowa and one in South Da-
kota — caused by driving near
flooded areas.

Much of the country has also
been hit with a scorching heat
wave as scientists have sounded
the alarm that climate change is
likely to bring more weather ex-
tremes.

Heavy rains over days en-
gorged the Blue Earth River,
sending water surging around
the Rapidan Dam in southern
Minnesota. Rushing water
washed away large chunks of
the riverbank and carried a
shipping container with it as it
toppled utility poles and
wrecked a substation.
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High court allows outdoor sleeping bans

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court decided on Friday
that cities can enforce bans on
homeless people sleeping out-
doors, even in West Coast areas
where shelter space is lacking.

The case is the most signifi-
cant to come before the high
court in decades on the issue
and comes as a rising number of
people in the U.S. are without a
permanent place to live.

In a 6-3 decision along ideo-
logical lines, the high court re-
versed a ruling by a San Fran-
cisco-based appeals court that
found outdoor sleeping bans

amount to cruel and unusual
punishment.

The majority found that the
8th Amendment prohibition
does not extend to bans on out-
door sleeping bans.

“Homelessness is complex.
Its causes are many. So may be
the public policy responses re-
quired to address it,” Justice
Neil Gorsuch wrote for the ma-
jority. “A handful of federal
judges cannot begin to ‘match’
the collective wisdom the
American people possess in de-
ciding ‘how best to handle’ a
pressing social question like
homelessness.”

He suggested that people who
have no choice but to sleep out-
doors could raise that as a “ne-
cessity defense,” if they are
ticketed or otherwise punished
for violating a camping ban.

A bipartisan group of leaders
had argued the ruling against
the bans made it harder to man-
age outdoor encampments en-
croaching on sidewalks and oth-
er public spaces in nine West-
ern states. That includes Cali-
fornia, which is home to
one-third of the country’s home-
less population.

“Cities across the West report
that the 9th Circuit’s involun-

tary test has crated intolerable
uncertainty for them,” Gorsuch
wrote.

Homeless advocates, on the
other hand, said that allowing
cities to punish people who need
a place to sleep would criminal-
ize homelessness and ultimate-
ly make the crisis worse.

Cities had been allowed to

regulate encampments but
couldn’t bar people from sleep-
ing outdoors.

“Sleep is a biological necessi-
ty, not a crime,” Justice Sonia
Sotomayor said, reading from
the bench a dissent joined by
her liberal colleagues.

Texas court upholds ban
on gender-affirming care
for transgender minors

Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — The Texas
Supreme Court upheld the
state’s ban on gender-affirming
care for minors Friday, reject-
ing pleas from parents that it vi-
olates their right to seek medi-
cal care for their transgender
children.

The 8-1 ruling from the all-
Republican court leaves in
place a law that has been in ef-
fect since Sept. 1, 2023. Texas is
the largest of at least 25 states
that have adopted laws restrict-
ing or banning gender-affirm-
ing medical care for transgen-
der minors.

Most of those states face law-
suits, and the U.S. Supreme
Court recently agreed to hear an
appeal from the Biden adminis-
tration attempting to block state
bans on gender-affirming care.
The case before the high court
involves a Tennessee law that
restricts puberty blockers and
hormone therapy for transgen-
der minors, similar to the Texas
law.

The Texas law prevents
transgender minors from ac-
cessing hormone therapies, pu-

berty blockers and transition
surgeries, even though medical
experts say such surgical proce-
dures are rarely performed on
children. Children who had al-
ready started the medications
that are now banned had to be
weaned off in a “medically ap-
propriate” manner.

“We conclude the Legislature
made a permissible, rational
policy choice to limit the types
of available medical procedures
for children, particularly in
light of the relative nascency of
both gender dysphoria and its
various modes of treatment and
the Legislature’s express con-
stitutional authority to regulate
the practice of medicine,” the
ruling read.

The lawsuit that challenged
the Texas law argued it has dev-
astating consequences for
transgender teens who are un-
able to obtain critical treatment
recommended by their physi-
cians and parents.

A lower court ruled the law
unconstitutional, but it had been
allowed to take effect while the
state Supreme Court consi-
dered the case.

Iowa’s Supreme Court lets
abortion law go into effect

Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — The
Iowa Supreme Court said Fri-
day that the state’s strict abor-
tion law is legal, telling a lower
court to dissolve a temporary
block on the law and allowing
Iowa to ban most abortions after
about six weeks of pregnancy —
before many women know they
are pregnant.

The 4-3 ruling is a win for Re-
publican lawmakers, and Iowa
joins more than a dozen other
states with restrictive abortion
laws following the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s overturning of
Roe v. Wade in 2022.

Until the lower court follows
through on the high court’s in-
struction, however, abortion re-
mains legal in Iowa up to 20
weeks of pregnancy. It was un-
clear when the lower court
would take action.

Currently, 14 states have
near-total bans at all stages of
pregnancy and three ban abor-
tions at about six weeks.

The Iowa Supreme Court’s
majority reiterated on Friday
that there is no constitutional
right to abortion. As the state re-
quested, they instructed courts
to assess whether the govern-

ment has alegitimate interest in
restricting the procedure, rath-
er than whether there is too
heavy a burden for people seek-
ing abortion access.

Republican Gov. Kim Rey-
nolds released a statement cele-
brating the decision.

“I'm glad that the Iowa Su-
preme Court has upheld the will
of the people of Iowa,” she said.

Chief Justice Susan Christen-
sen emphatically delivered a
dissent, writing: “Today, our
court’s majority strips Iowa
women of their bodily autono-
my by holding that there is no
fundamental right to terminate
a pregnancy under our state
constitution. I cannot stand by
this decision.”

Limited circumstances under
the Towa law allow for abortion
after six weeks of pregnancy:
rape, if reported to law enforce-
ment or a health provider within
45 days; incest, if reported with-
in 145 days; if the fetus has a fe-
tal abnormality “incompatible
with life”; or if the pregnancy is
endangering the life of the pa-
tient. The state’s medical board
recently defined rules for how
doctors should adhere to the
law.
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Panama scores late goal to defeat US

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Tim Weah
threw an inexcusable punch,
and the United States took a
huge blow to its hopes of ad-
vancing at the Copa America.

José Fajardo beat backup
goalkeeper Ethan Horvath in
the 83rd minute to give Panama
a 2-1 victory on Thursday night
over the shorthanded Ameri-
cans, putting the host country in
danger of elimination if it
doesn’t beat Uruguay in its first-
round finale.

The U.S. played most of the
game a man down after Weah
was sent off in the 18th minute.

“You never mean to get a red
card. Under no type of circum-
stances,” teammate Tyler
Adams said. “He apologized to
the team.”

Weah issued a public apology
on social media.

“I let my team and my coun-
try down,” he said. “A moment

of frustration let to an irrevers-
ible consequence, and for that I
am deeply sorry to my team-
mates, coaches, family and our
fans.”

Weah was sent off by Salvad-
oran referee Ivan Barton with a
straight red card for punching
Roderick Miller in the back of
the head.

“Asilly, silly decision by Tim-
my that leaves us shorthanded,”
coach Gregg Berhalter said.

Folarin Balogun put the U.S.
ahead in the 22nd minute but
César Blackman tied the score
in the 26th.

Horvath, who replaced in-
jured Matt Turner at halftime,
couldn’t prevent Fajardo’s
close-range shot from going
through his arms, and Panama
beat the U.S. for just the third
time in 27 meetings.

“A win tonight would have
put us in a great position, and
unfortunately the opposite hap-

pened,” American captain
Christian Pulisic said. “I’'m
proud of the effort that we re-
sponded with after obviously
what happened (with Weah),
but just really disappointed
that’s the way we did it.”

The U.S., which opened with a
2-0 win against Bolivia, plays
15-time Copa champion Uru-
guay on Monday at Kansas City,
Mo.

For U.S. to advance, it must
either beat Uruguay and have a
greater goal difference than
Panama if Panama beats Boli-
via; tie Uruguay while Panama
and Bolivia also draw; or lose to
Bolivia while finishing with a
better goal difference than Pan-
ama and Bolivia. The U.S. is
plus-one, Panama minus-one
and Bolivia plus-seven.

“We believe in this group,”
Berhalter said. “It’s a strong
team. I think if we stay focused
and stick to and execute a game

plan, we’ll be OK.”

But failing to advance in the
biggest test for the Americans
ahead of the 2026 World Cup
certainly would raise questions
about whether Berhalter should
remain in charge.

He got that very query not
long after the final whistle.

“If we don’t qualify for the
next round, should my job be in
the line?” Berhalter said, cut-
ting right to the point. “That’s
not for me to determine.”

Weston McKennie appeared
to put the U.S. ahead in the fifth
minute but the goal was disal-
lowed for offside.

Panama also finished a man
short after Adalberto Carras-
quilla was given a red card in
the 88th for chopping down Pu-
lisic from behind. The U.S.
threw everyone forward in a
desperate attempt to tie the
game — including Horvath —
but Panama held.

NFL ordered to pay nearly $4.8B in ‘Sunday Ticket’ case

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A jury in
U.S. District Court ordered the
NFL to pay nearly $4.8 billion in
damages Thursday after ruling
that the league violated anti-
trust laws in distributing out-of-
market Sunday afternoon
games on a premium subscrip-
tion service.

The jury awarded $4.7 billion
in damages to the residential
class and $96 million in damag-
es to the commercial class.
Since damages can be tripled
under federal antitrust laws, the
NFL could end up being liable
for $14.39 billion.

The lawsuit covered 2.4 mil-
lion residential subscribers and
48,000 businesses in the United
States who paid for the package
of out-of-market games from
the 2011 through 2022 seasons
on DirecTV. The lawsuit
claimed the league broke anti-
trust laws by selling its package
of Sunday games at an inflated
price. The subscribers also say
the league restricted competi-
tion by offering “Sunday Tick-
et” only on a satellite provider.

The NFL said it would appeal
the verdict. That appeal would
go to the 9th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals and then possibly the Su-

preme Court.

Should the NFL end up pay-
ing damages, it could cost each
of the 32 teams approximately
$449.6 million.

“We are disappointed with
the jury’s verdict today in the
NFL Sunday Ticket class action
lawsuit,” the league said in a
statement. “We continue to be-
lieve that our media distribution
strategy, which features all NFL
games broadcast on free over-
the-air television in the markets
of the participating teams and
national distribution of our most
popular games, supplemented
by many additional choices in-

cluding RedZone, Sunday Tick-
et and NFL+, is by far the most
fan-friendly distribution model
in all of sports and entertain-
ment.

“We will certainly contest this
decision as we believe that the
class action claims in this case
are baseless and without merit.”

The trial lasted three weeks
and featured testimony from
NFL Commissioner Roger Goo-
dell and Dallas Cowboys owner
Jerry Jones.

“Justice was done. ... It was a
great day for consumers,”
plaintiffs attorney Bill Carmody
said.
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Orioles pummel struggling Rangers 11-2

Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Corbin
Burnes scattered nine hits over
seven innings, rookie Heston
Kjerstad homered and drove in
three runs and the Baltimore
Orioles routed the struggling
Texas Rangers 11-2 on Thurs-
day night.

Cedric Mullins, Adley
Rutschman and Colton Cowser
also went deep for the Orioles,
who built an 8-1 lead in the
fourth inning against Jon Gray
(3-4) and coasted to their second
straight victory following a five-
game skid.

Adolis Garcia homered for
the defending World Series
champion Rangers, who have
lost four in a row to fall seven
games below .500 (37-44). Tex-
as has dropped seven consecu-
tive road games and eight suc-
cessive road series openers.

The Orioles appear on course
to return to the playoffs, having
reached the midway point of the
season at S51-30. This game
showcased their most notable
strength: power. Kjerstad hit a
two-run drive to deep center in
the third to make it 6-1, Mullins
connected for the second time in
two nights for an 8-1 lead and
Rutschman added a solo shot in
the seventh against Jonathan
Hernéandez.

Cubs 5, Giants 3 (10): Ian
Happ homered in the 10th in-
ning, Nico Hoerner had three
hits and also went deep, and vis-
iting Chicago snapped a four-
game skid with a win over San
Francisco.

Happ homered to center off
Luke Jackson (4-2) with auto-
matic runner Cody Bellinger on
base.

Héctor Neris (7-2) struck out
two in a scoreless ninth inning
for the win, and Porter Hodge
worked around a first-and-sec-
ond, no-outs jam in the 10th to
complete his first save opportu-
nity.

The Giants trailed 3-0 going
into the sixth, when Jorge Sol-
er’s two-out ground-rule double
highlighted a three-run inning.

San Francisco hadn’t advanced
a runner past second before
that.

Hoerner hit a two-run homer
to left off Jordan Hicks in the
third. The Cubs extended their
lead later in the inning on Seiya
Suzuki’s RBI triple.

Hicks gave up three runs in
five innings in which he struck
out seven and walked two.

Twins 13, Diamondbacks 6:
Byron Buxton had a three-run
homer among his three hits and
Minnesota beat host Arizona.

Twins shortstop Carlos Cor-
rea left the game in the seventh
inning after being hit by a pitch
on the right wrist.

Correa was on base five
times, with a single, two walks,
catcher’s interference and a hit
by pitch. Buxton, who hit his
seventh homer of the season, al-
so scored three times as the
Twins scored all 13 runs be-
tween the second and fifth in-
nings.

White Sox 1, Braves 0: Luis
Robert Jr. homered in the first
inning and five Chicago pitch-
ers combined on a three-hitter
as they beat Chris Sale and At-
lanta.

Sale (10-3) struck out a sea-
son-high 11 in seven innings
against his original team. The
35-year-old lefty allowed four
hits and walked one in a fourth
straight solid start. He was
touched up only when Robert
connected on alow-inside slider
for his eighth home run.

Chicago ended a four-game
slide and won for just the second
time in nine games. The White
Sox have the worst record in the
majors at 22-61.

Atlanta has lost two in a row
and three of four.

Blue Jays 9, Yankees 2:
George Springer had three hits,
including a pair of three-run
home runs, José Berrios pitched
seven strong innings and host
Toronto beat slumping New
York, handing them their sea-
son-worst fourth straight loss
and ninth in 11 games.

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. added

a solo home run, his 11th, as To-
ronto won its second straight af-
ter losing the previous seven.

Berrios (7-6) went 0-3 in three
starts against New York last
season. He allowed two runs on
two hits, walked three and
struck out a season-best eight.

Trent Grisham hit a two-run
home run for the Yankees.

Marlins 7, Phillies 4: Bryce
Harper limped off the field with
an apparent hamstring injury
after making the final out for
Philadelphia in their loss to vis-
iting Miami.

Hustling down the line as he
tried to beat out a grounder to
the right side, Harper reached
for his left hamstring after
crossing first base and hobbled
toward the dugout. He was to
undergo imaging Friday.

Jake Burger hit a go-ahead
solo homer for Miami in the
eighth after Bryan De La Cruz
tied the score at 3 with a three-
run double in the seventh.

Burger sent a first-pitch slid-
er from reliever Jeff Hoffman
(3-1) into the left-field seats to
snap a 4-all tie, then added an
RBI single in the ninth to make
it 7-4.

De La Cruz cleared the bases
in a four-run seventh with a
double off reliever Matt
Strahm, who allowed multiple
runs in an appearance for the
first time since opening day.

Josh Bell followed with an
RBI double of his own to give
the Marlins a 4-3 lead.

Royals 2, Guardians 1: Kyle
Isbel and Maikel Garcia hit
back-to-back triples to start a
sixth-inning rally, and Vinnie
Pasquantino delivered the go-
ahead sacrifice fly that sent host
Kansas City to a win over AL
Central-leading Cleveland.

Sam Long (2-1) earned the
win in relief, wiggling his way
out of Michael Wacha’s jam in
the sixth and then retiring the
side in the seventh.

Ben Lively (7-4) got some
help against one of his former
teams from a Cleveland defense
that turned a pair of double

plays to wipe away leadoff sin-
gles. The right-hander wound
up allowing two runs on six hits
and a walk over six innings.

Wacha permitted one run on
seven hits and two walks over
S% innings while striking out
Six.

Reds 11, Cardinals 4: Jo-
nathan India had two hits to ex-
tend his hitting streak to nine
games, Spencer Steer homered
and Cincinnati beat host St.
Louis.

India had his sixth straight
multi-hit game. He had reached
safely in 11 consecutive at-bats
before finally being retired
Wednesday.

Reds starter Andrew Abbott
(7-6) was the winner, allowing
two runs on two hits and six
walks in five innings. Cincinnati
won for the second time in six
games.

Miles Mikolas (6-7) lasted 4%
innings, allowing at least one
run in each inning he pitched in.
He gave up a career-high 10
runs, nine of them earned, on 12
hits and a walk.

Noelvi Marte, in his first
game back for the Reds after
serving an 80-game suspension
for banned substances, had
three hits, scored three runs and
drove in another.

Elly De La Cruz had three hits
and stole his major league-lead-
ing 38th base.

Angels 5, Tigers 0: Davis Da-
niel pitched four-hit ball over
eight innings and struck out
eight in his first major league
start, and host Los Angeles de-
feated Detroit for their fourth
consecutive victory.

Luis Rengifo hit a two-run
homer in the fifth and moved
atop the American League in
batting average. Miguel San6
and Willie Calhoun also went
deep for the Angels, who
matched their longest winning
streak of the season.

Daniel, who was 5-4 with a
5.33 ERAin 14 starts at Triple-A
Salt Lake, went 1-1 in three re-
lief outings for the Angels last
season.
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Lakers add Bronny James with No. 55 pick

Associated Press

PHOENIX — The NBA'’s Pa-
cific Division wasn’t the desti-
nation for many young projects
during this year’s draft, though
there was one extremely nota-
ble exception to that rule.

The Los Angeles Lakers used
their No. S5 selection to select
USC guard Bronny James, who
will team with his dad LeBron in
a historic father-son pairing.
The 19-year-old James is cer-
tainly a project after scoring
just 4.8 points per game in his

only college season at USC, but
it was impossible for the Lakers
to ignore his bloodline.

Other than the James selec-
tion, the division’s teams were
mostly interested in grown men
who could help right away.

The Sacramento Kings used
the No. 13 selection on Provi-
dence’s Devin Carter, a 22-
year-old who averaged nearly
20 points per game during his fi-
nal college season. The 6-foot-2
guard is considered a good de-
fender and could mesh well

with the team’s other guards, in-
cluding De’Aaron Fox, Kevin
Huerter and Malik Monk.

The Lakers went for scoring
with their No. 17 pick, adding
Tennessee’s 23-year-old Dalton
Knecht. The 6-foot-S guard was
one of the college game’s elite
scorers last season, averaging
nearly 22 points per game.

The Phoenix Suns did some
manuvering during both days of
the draft, trading the No. 22 se-
lection to the Nuggets for the
No. 28 pick, No. 56 pick and two

more future second-round se-
lections. Phoenix took Virginia
wing Ryan Dunn at No. 28, giv-
ing the team a defensive stand-
out to play with the team’s star
trio of Kevin Durant, Devin
Booker and Bradley Beal.

The Suns then flipped the No.
56 pick in another proposed
trade, moving up to No. 40 and
acquiring Marquette big man
Oso Ighodaro. The athletic 21-
year-old will have a chance to
become Jusuf Nurkic’s backup
immediately.

NBA draft finally worth longer wait for some players

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Jaylen Wells
sat in the stands at Barclays
Center in his snazzy white suit,
hoping to hear his name called
in the first round of the NBA
draft.

A day later, at a second site in
a second borough, Wells was fi-
nally on his way to the NBA —
wearing the same white suit.

“Actually, I had two suits
planned and then I was like, I
just love this one so much,” the
forward from Washington State
said Thursday. “I was like, ‘T've
got to wear it again.” ”’

Wells was one of the early se-
lections in the new two-day
NBA draft, taken with the No. 39
pick by the Memphis Grizzlies.
The league went to the format
this year instead of having its
draft drag too late into the night.

The second round was held at
ESPN’s Seaport District studios
in Manhattan after the first
round took place as usual at the
home of the Brooklyn Nets. Ten
players and their families at-
tended, though Bronny James
wasn’t present to hear his name
announced after the Los An-
geles Lakers took the son of the
NBA career scoring leader Le-
Bron James at No. SS, near the
end of draft.

With extra time between
rounds and between picks —it’s
now four minutes between se-

lections in the second round, up
from two previously — the new
format might help teams make
more confident selections.

It’s a little more difficult for
the players.

“Two days kind of makes it
more stressful,” UCLA’s Adem
Bona, who was taken by Phila-
delphia with the No. 41 pick,
said with alaugh. “Ifit’s one, it’s
like, ‘All right, ’'m getting my
name called today!” ”

But he said he was happier
that the new format allowed him
to have extended family pre-
sent. The native of Nigeria who
played in high school in Califor-
nia said he had aunts and cou-
sins from Canada with him
Thursday, which wouldn’t have
been the case a night earlier.

The draft resumed with the
Toronto Raptors taking Jonath-
an Mogbo of San Francisco with
the No. 31 pick.

It felt like a normal second
round, with a flurry of trades as
some teams tried to move up.

But the setup was all new,
with players and their families
sitting in a room off the studio
set and a nice view of boats
docked in the harbor below on a
gorgeous summer afternoon.

“It’s nice, but I was down
there nervous,” said Harrison
Ingram, the North Carolina
product taken by the San Anto-
nio Spurs at No. 48. “I was pan-

icking, my mom was nervous,
my sister is up there hyperven-
tilating, so a whole lot of stuff go-
ing on.”

He also went to Barclays Cen-
ter and returned Thursday
wearing the same blue suit. In-
gram said he always wanted to
go to the NBA draft and didn’t
want to miss his chance, but he
wished it had been under the old
format.

“First time they’re doing two
nights, so it was tough to go
there, hear everybody being
called,” Ingram said. “A lot of
my friends, I was happy for
them, but knowing that my day
might not come until tomorrow
and I have to go to sleep, I
couldn’t fall sleep until like 3 or
4 a.m., just up thinking about
where I'm going to be the next
however many years of my life.”

Duke’s Kyle Filipowski and
Johnny Furphy of Kansas, the
two players who remained in
the green room after the first
round, didn’t return for the sec-
ond round. Filipowski was final-
ly selected at No. 32 by Utah
with the second pick of the sec-
ond round. Furphy went a few
picks later at No. 35 to San Anto-
nio, which traded his rights to
Indiana.

Juan Nunez, a guard from
Spain who played in Germany,
was the first player in atten-
dance who was selected, going

36th to the Indiana Pacers and
whose rights were traded to the
San Antonio Spurs.

The players who did attend
treated the event like the glitzy
first round, wearing sharp suits
and seated at tables — albeit
much smaller ones — that had
the same gold basketballs as
centerpieces at Barclays Cen-
ter, just without thousands of
fans surrounding them.

And perhaps some of the pro-
spects will have better careers
than some of the players who
were picked Wednesday.

The NBA has sought to spur
interest in the second round
with an “every pick matters”
slogan, highlighting the success
of MVP Nikola Jokic and New
York guard Jalen Brunson, who
finished fifth in this year’s vot-
ing, along with former Defen-
sive Players of the Year Dray-
mond Green and Marc Gasol.

Both Filipowski and Furphy
were viewed as potential picks
in the middle of the first round,
so there was certainly some dis-
appointment when they left
Barclays Center without know-
ing their NBA destination.

Not so for Wells, whose family
got some food, went to bed and
got ready to do it all again.

“I knew I'd hear my name
called at one point, so it didn’t
really get me down,” he said. “I
was just excited to be here.”
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US stars on track at Olympic trials

Associated Press

EUGENE, Ore. — Sha’Carri
Richardson never made it to the
start, let alone the finish, of the
200 meters at the last Olympic
trials.

At these trials, even in the
opening round of what’s really
her second-best race, she
flashed another glimpse of the
kind of sprinter who has
emerged from all that trouble
three years ago.

Bursting from the starting
block and turning the curve into
her own personal glidepath, Ri-
chardson was able to slow down
over the final 20 meters Thurs-
day night and still won her
opening round in 21.99 seconds.

That she pulled up and still
recorded only the third sub-22
showing of her career was a sign
she just might be as dangerous
in the longer sprint as the 100
she dominated last weekend.

“It’s just focusing in on exe-
cuting the curve and making the
straightaway much easier,”
said Richardson, whose trials
came to an abrupt halt three
years ago when she tested posi-
tive for marijuana after winning
the 100. “I feel like I did that ex-
cellent(ly), but I always have
room for improvement.”

Noah Lyles also returned to
Hayward Field and opened his

run at the 200 title with a no-fuss
win — a 20.10-second cruise
through the preliminary round.

Joining Richardson and Lyles
at Hayward Field for the second
half of the trials were Gabby
Thomas, the 200-meter bronze
medalist in Tokyo, and Sydney
McLaughlin-Levrone, the de-
fending Olympic champion and
world-record holder in the 400
hurdles. Both moved through
their opening rounds with ease
as well.

B More Sha’Carri: Asked by
NBC’s Lewis Johnson if she felt
the pressure was off now that
she knows she’ll be heading to
Paris in the 100, Richardson
said that was far from the case.

“Any time I touch the track,
it’s an opportunity for me to
work on my best self, to be my
best self,” she said. “Any time I
touch the track, it’s pressure.”

As for the warm welcomes
she’s been receiving from the
Hayward Field crowd over her
long stay in Eugene, she said
she was grateful.

“Ifeel asif they sense growth,
they sense genuine love and
they sense the responsibility I
know I have when it comes to
my talent as well as my sport,”
she said.

Richardson races again Fri-
day in the semifinal, with the fi-

nal set for Saturday.

B Noah Lyles: Lyles, who
showed up in a white track suit
with a silver choker and a set of
his beloved Yu-Gi-Oh! cards,
was practically jogging by the
time he reached the finish line
of a heat he won by .18 over
Courtney Lindsey.

“I feel I was able to do exactly
what I needed to do,” he said.
“And I was able to save extra
energy.”

Maybe the most interesting
news in the sprint game Thurs-
day came out of Jamaica, where
Kishane Thompson ran 9.82 in
the opening round of that coun-
try’s national championships;
Lyles won his 100 at U.S. trialsin
9.83.

H McLaughlin-Levrone:
Last time she raced the 400 hur-
dles at Hayward Field,
McLaughlin-Levrone set the
world record (50.68 seconds) at
the 2022 world championships.
This time, she ran 53.07 for her
opening round, which might not
seem that great, but that’s atime
that would have won the Olym-
pic gold medal in 2016.

This was only McLaughlin’s
second 400 hurdles race of the
year. She spent most of 2023 and
the start of this year either deal-
ing with injuries or working on
the 200 and 400 flat races before

heading back to the hurdles.

She told NBC she recently lost
the nails on both her big toes.

B Gabby Thomas: Thomas
ran 2211 for the second-best
time of the 200 heats, behind Ri-
chardson.

She had originally been en-
tered in the 400, as well, but
dropped that race to focus on
her specialty.

“Just laser-focused on the
200, and didn’t want to jeopar-
dize that,” Thomas said.

B Tara Davis-Woodhall: The
long jumper hasn’t lost a meet
this year, and was what they call
a “one and done” for her qual-
ifying round of trials.

Davis-Woodhall overcame
what she called a rough start to
her morning — “I actually start-
ed my cycle today, and that was
pretty rough,” she said — and
jumped 6.93 meters (22 feet, 9
inches) on her first attempt,
then called it a night.

She finished first with that
jump and advances to Satur-
day’s final.

“This qualifying round has a
little scar on my mind,” said Da-
vis-Woodhall, who failed to
qualify for the worlds team in
2022 after faulting on all three
jumps in qualifying. “So, I’'m su-
per, super thankful that I got it
out of the way.”

Wiskus states his case at the US gymnastics trials

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Fred Ri-
chard and Brody Malone’s trips
to Paris next month are all but
assured.

An old friend might be mak-
ing a pretty compelling case to
join them.

While Richard and Malone
surged to the front at the U.S.
gymnastics Olympic trials as
expected — with the charismat-
ic 20-year-old Richard on top at
85.600 with Malone, a three-
time national champion at
85.100 — Shane Wiskus may

have given the selection com-
mittee something to think about
following a promising third-
place finish buoyed by the sup-
port of performing in front of es-
sentially his hometown.

Wiskus, a member of the 2020
Olympic team, said trials would
be the last meet of his compet-
itive career if he doesn’t make
the five-man Olympic team that
will be announced Saturday
night.

The 25-year-old, who has
dealt with injuries and inconsis-
tency since Tokyo, felt a jolt af-

ter being introduced. The native
of Waconia, Minn. — about 30
miles west of the Target Center
— let the adrenaline carry him
through six steady rotations
that will be forever etched in his
memory no matter what comes
next.

“I allowed it to give me ener-
gy,” Wiskus said. “I think in oth-
er scenarios in the past, I feel
like I've let it get to me and let
the pressure build on me.

”But, you know, I felt nothing
but love out there tonight and
(it) gave me goosebumps for ev-

ery event.”
If those goosebumps and that
steadiness — particularly on

floor exercise, where his 14.350
was third-best of the night —
combine again over the week-
end, if others in the mix behind
Richard and Malone continue to
struggle, Wiskus might not be
done just yet.

“Ithink if my M.O. can just be
going out there and getting the
ball rolling and being consistent
and doing my job for Team
USA, (then I have a shot),” Wis-
kus said.
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