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RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-
many — The rumbling of dog-
fighting filled the skies as the U.S.
Air Force took a page from the Na-
vy’s “Top Gun” school with the
first U.S.-led fighter jet exercise
of its kind at Ramstein.

In the inaugural “Ramstein
1v1,” more than 30 pilots from
nine NATO countries on Thurs-
day tested their skills against one
another more than 10,000 feet
above the Rheinland-Pfalz coun-
tryside. A total of 37 fighter jets
took turns squaring off in pairs
during the seven-hour exercise,
taking off and landing in waves on
the Ramstein flight line, which is
typically a hub for military cargo
and transport aircraft.

Pilots from the United States,
France, the United Kingdom, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark,
Poland and Finland flew here in
seven different types of fourth-

and fifth-generation jets, from
U.S. and Norwegian F-35s to the
French Dassault Rafale and the
Italian Alenia Aermacchi M-346.

Hosted by U.S. Air Forces in
Europe-Air Forces Africa, the ex-
ercise was the first of its kind in
Europe and may have been the
first time dissimilar NATO jets
engaged in one-on-one basic
fighting maneuvers, or dogfight-
ing, since the end of the Cold War,
Air Force officials said.

“It really comes from our com-
mander, Gen. (James) Hecker,”
said Lt. Col. Michael Loringer, re-
ferring to the U.S. Air Forces in
Europe- Air Forces Africa boss.

“He’s flown out here in Europe
for years,” said Loringer, the
USAFE-AFAFRICA chief of
weapons and tactics. “When he
was a younger officer, he remem-
bers being able to go and fly with
every NATO nation and it was
commonplace.

“He said we kind of moved

away from that. He said, ‘How do
we solve that?’ So that was our ob-
jective, to normalize us being able
to go and fly with one another and
build that trust between the pi-
lots.”

German Col. Michael Trauter-
mann, who works at NATO’s Al-
lied Air Command at Ramstein,
added that years ago, such exer-
cises were so frequent that “you
didn’t even think about meeting
Dutch F-16s in the airspace and
going for a common goal.”

That “needs to be practiced
again because some of that has
not been executed to that level in
the past 20, 30 years,” he said.

The exercise took nine months
to plan, Loringer said. A former
staffer at Top Gun, formally
known these days as the Strike
Fighter Tactics Instructor pro-
gram, helped run it, since the
premise is based on the Navy’s
fighter-vs.-fighter tactics.

The pilots Thursday were giv-

en a customized envelope with a
call sign and frequency for air
traffic control, a time and coordi-
nate, Loringer said.

“Their only objective was to
make it to that coordinate at that
time and come up on that fre-
quency on their call sign,” he said.
“They don’t know who they’re
fighting until they see each oth-
er.”

RAF Lakenheath F-35 pilots
Capts. Moritz Wienke and Patrick
Pearce each flew twice Thursday,
Wienke against a British Euro-
fighter Typhoon and a Finnish
F-18 Hornet, and Pearce against a
French Rafale and a German Eu-
rofighter Typhoon.The pilots had
to adjust their tactics based on the
aircraft they faced.

“You see what they do, you re-
act, you maneuver your jet in rela-
tion to them,” Wienke said. “It’s a
constant assessment. The mo-
ment you lose sight of them, you
lose the fight. It’s game over.”

Allies battle 1v1 in jet contest in Germany
BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
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WASHINGTON — The first
aid from an American-built pier
arrived in Gaza on Saturday since
storm damage required repairs to
the project, the U.S. military said,
relaunching an effort to bring
supplies to Palestinians by sea
that had been plagued with prob-
lems.

The pier constructed by the
U.S. military was operational for
only about a week before it was
blown apart in high winds and
heavy seas May 25. A damaged
section was reconnected to the
beach in Gaza on Friday after be-
ing repaired at an Israeli port.

About 1.1 million pounds of hu-
manitarian aid was delivered to
Gaza through the pier on Satur-
day, U.S. Central Command said

in a statement. It reiterated that
no U.S. military personnel went a-
shore in Gaza. The U.S. Agency
for International Development
works with the U.N. World Food
Program and their humanitarian
partners in Gaza to distribute
food and other aid coming from
the U.S.-operated pier.

The deliveries came the same
day Israel mounted a heavy air
and ground assault that rescued
four hostages, who had been tak-
en by Hamas during the Oct. 7 at-
tack that launched the war in Ga-
za. At least 274 Palestinians, in-
cluding children, were killed, a
Gaza health official said.

Pushing back against social
media claims, U.S. Central Com-
mand said in a tweet that neither
the pier nor any of its equipment,

personnel or other assets were
used in the Israeli operation. It
noted that Israel used an area
south of the pier “to safely return
hostages.”

“The temporary pier on the
coast of Gaza was put in place for
one purpose only, to help move
additional, urgently needed life-
saving assistance into Gaza,” the
U.S. military said.

USAID said in a statement that
no humanitarian workers were
involved in the Israeli operation.

“Humanitarian aid workers in
Gaza are operating in extremely
difficult and insecure conditions
and must be protected,” the agen-
cy said by email. “Aid workers op-
erate under the humanitarian
principles of humanity, neutrali-
ty, impartiality and indepen-

dence.”
The movement of aid through

the pier brings back online one
way to get food and other emer-
gency supplies to Palestinians
trapped by the 8-month-old Is-
rael-Hamas war. Israeli restric-
tions on land crossings, and fight-
ing, have greatly limited the flow
of food and other vital supplies in-
to the territory.

The damage to the pier had
been the latest stumbling block
for the projec. Three U.S. service
members were injured, one criti-
cally, and four vessels were
beached due to heavy seas.

Early efforts to get aid from the
pier into the Gaza Strip were also
disrupted as crowds overran a
convoy of trucks that aid agencies
were using to transport the food.

DOD: 1M pounds of aid delivered in relaunched Gaza effort
Associated Press
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South Korea on Sunday re-
sumed anti-North Korean propa-
ganda loudspeaker broadcasts in
border areas in retaliation for the
North sending over 1,000 bal-
loons filled with trash and ma-
nure over the last couple of
weeks.

The move is certain to anger
Pyongyang and could trigger re-
taliatory military steps as ten-
sions between the war-divided
rivals rise while negotiations
over the North’s nuclear ambi-
tions remain stalemated.

Hours after the South re-
sumed loudspeaker broadcasts,
the powerful sister of North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un
warned that the South created a
“prelude to a very dangerous sit-
uation.” She said South Korea
would witness an unspecified
“new response” from the North if
it continues with the broadcasts

and fails to stop civilian activists
from flying anti-North Korean
propaganda leaflets across the
border.

“I sternly warn Seoul to imme-
diately case its dangerous activ-
ities that would further provoke a
crisis of confrontation,” Kim Yo
Jong said in a statement publish-
ed by North Korea’s official Ko-
rean Central News Agency.

It came shortly after South Ko-
rea’s military said it detected
North Korea launching what ap-
peared to be more trash-carry-
ing balloons Sunday night. The
military did not immediately
confirm the number of suspected
balloons or whether any of them
had already landed in the South.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff confirmed that the military
conducted a loudspeaker broad-
cast Sunday afternoon. It didn’t
specify the border area or what
was played.

S. Korea restarts
broadcasts against
North in retaliation

Associated Press 

Navy Capt. Michel Brandt
has been relieved of command
of the USS Somerset, an am-
phibious transport dock ship,
the service announced Friday.

Brandt was fired “due to a
lack of confidence in her ability
to lead the crew” by Rear Adm.
Christopher Stone, commander
of the Expeditionary Strike
Group 7, according to the Navy
statement. She was relieved
Thursday.

A“lack of confidence” is often
cited by the military when re-
moving a commander. Brandt
has commanded the ship since
July 2023, according to the Na-
vy. 

Capt. Tate Robinson was as-
signed to temporarily replace
Brandt as commanding officer
of the Somerset until a perma-
nent commander is selected for
the ship. Robinson is currently
commodore of Amphibious
Squadron 5 at Naval Base San
Diego, the Navy said.

Brandt has been assigned to
administrative duties with the
Pacific fleet’s Naval Surface
Force commander.

The USS Somerset’s home-

port is listed as Naval Base San
Diego.

The Somerset has been oper-
ating in the Indo-Pacific region
and took part in the Balikatan
exercises in the Philippines in
May, according to Lt. Grace
Kording, public affairs officer
with the Naval Surface Force at
Naval Base San Diego 

The Navy offered no addition-
al details about firing Brandt.

“Navy commanding officers
are held to high standards of
personal and professional con-
duct,” the Navy said in its state-
ment. “They are expected to
uphold the highest standards of
responsibility, reliability and
leadership, and the Navy holds
them accountable when they
fall short of those standards.”

Brandt is a native of Oak
Grove, Ky., according to her Na-
vy profile. She graduated from
Vanderbilt University in 1998
and was commissioned through
the Navy ROTC program.
Among her assignments, she
has served on the littoral com-
bat ships USS Freedom and
USS Fort Worth and as reactor
officer aboard the aircraft carri-
er USS Theodore Roosevelt.

Navy captain of transport
ship relieved of command
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BELLEAU, France — Presi-
dent Joe Biden closed out his
trip to France by paying his re-
spects at an American military
cemetery that Donald Trump
notably skipped visiting when
he was president, hoping his fi-
nal stop Sunday will draw the
stakes of the November elec-
tion in stark relief.

Before returning to the Unit-
ed States, Biden honored
America’s war dead at the
Aisne-Marne American Ceme-
tery about an hour outside Pa-
ris. He placed a wreath at the

cemetery chapel before an ex-
panse of white headstones
marking the final resting place
of more than 2,200 U.S. soldiers
who fought in World War I.

It was a solemn end to five
days in which Trump was an
unspoken yet unavoidable
presence. On the surface, the
trip marked the 80th anniver-
sary of D-Day and celebrated
the alliance between the U.S.
and France. 

But during an election year
when Trump has called into
question fundamental under-
standings about America’s

global role, Biden has em-
braced his Republican prede-
cessor — and would-be succes-
sor — as a latent foil.

Every ode to the transatlan-
tic partnership was a reminder
that Trump could upend those
relationships. Each reference
to democracy stood a counter-
point to his rival’s efforts to
overturn a presidential elec-
tion. The myriad exhortations
to help Ukraine defend itself
against Russia created a con-
trast with Trump’s skepticism
about providing U.S. assis-
tance. 

Biden’s paeans to the strug-
gle between democracy and au-
tocracy drew praise in Europe,
where the prospect of a return
to Trump’s turbulent reign has
sparked no shortage of anxiety.

The visit to the cemetery
served as a moment to under-
score the contrast once more.

“It’s the same story,” Biden
said. “America showed up.
America showed up to stop the
Germans. America showed up
to make sure that they did not
prevail. And America shows up
when we’re needed just like our
allies show for us.”

Biden honors US war dead with cemetery visit in France
Associated Press 
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ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. —
The weeklong heat wave that
baked most of the U.S. Southwest
in temperatures well into triple
digits is on its last legs, but fore-
casters are still urging people to
be cautious as there will be little
relief from the warm weather un-
til monsoon thunderstorms begin
to kick in, likely in July.

Aslight easing of temperatures
is expected through the weekend,
with Phoenix and Las Vegas fall-
ing short of besting any new rec-
ords. Still, an excessive heat
warning continues through Sat-
urday in Las Vegas, where it’s
never been hotter this time of
year. It was a record-high 110 de-
grees Fahrenheit in Las Vegas on
Friday, 113 Fin Phoenix and 100 F
in Albuquerque.

Even in Florida, forecasters
with the National Weather Ser-
vice on Saturday warned that

heat indices would be well into the
triple digits for Miami and other
areas. That measurement re-
flects what the temperature feels
like to the human body when rela-
tive humidity is combined with
the air temperature. 

Record high temperatures
were also expected through the
weekend for central Florida,
where many communities just
wrapped up their warmest May
on record as temperatures for the
month were between 3 and 4 de-
grees above normal.

Forecasters also issued heat
advisories in far West Texas and
along the U.S.-Mexico border, but
they noted the highs would be a bit
cooler than the past couple days.

The heat arrived weeks earlier
than usual even in places at high-
er elevations — areas typically a
dozen degrees cooler. That in-
cludes Reno, Nev., where the nor-
mal high of 81 F for this time of

year soared to a record 98 F on
Thursday and hit 98 F again Fri-
day — but was short of the daily
record 100 F.

John Adair, a meteorologist
with the National Weather Ser-
vice in Las Vegas, said it’s not un-
usual for parts of the Southwest to
heat up pretty quickly, especially
in the second half of June.

“So this is a hot time of year be-
fore we start to get some moisture
and cloud cover from the mon-
soon thunderstorms that come
around,” he said. “Even for next
weekend, we’re forecast to hover
around 105, 106, which is just
slightly above normal at that
point.”

In the Southwest, monsoon
thunderstorms typically ramp up
during the first week in July.

There have been no reports of
any heat-related deaths or seri-
ous injuries in the region, but a 68-
year-old man was hospitalized in

stable condition in Phoenix on
Friday after he was overcome
with heat exhaustion while hiking
on a mountain trail and rescued
by fire crews.

In Nevada, the Clark County
Fire Department reported Fri-
day that it logged 20 calls classi-
fied as heat exposure over a
three-day period, with 12 of those
resulting in trips to local hospi-
tals. Eight of the calls came Fri-
day.

With heat records already be-
ing broken in May and June, this
year could end up being more
deadly than last when it comes to
heat-related deaths. The death
certificates of more than 2,300
people who died in the United
States last summer mention the
effects of excessive heat, the high-
est number in 45 years of records,
according to an Associated Press
analysis of Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention data.

Heat wave loosens grip slightly on Southwest
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine — Thou-
sands of pages of Maine Depart-
ment of Public Safety docu-
ments released Friday include
detailed descriptions of the
chaos and carnage surrounding
the state’s deadliest mass shoot-
ing.

Officers arrived at the two
shooting scenes in Lewiston last
October not knowing if the gun-
man was still there, and with liv-
ing and dead victims on the
floors. One officer described
desperate survivors screaming
for help as he searched for the
shooter.

“They grab at our legs and try
to stop us and we can not help
them,” wrote Lewiston Officer
Keith Caouette. “We have to
walk by and continue to search
and hope they are alive when we
come back around.”

Another police officer’s first
instinct was that an act of do-

mestic terrorism had been com-
mitted, underscored by the
heavy police presence and flash-
ing blue lights. “I truly felt like
we were at war,” Auburn Lt. Ste-
ven Gosselin wrote.

Their descriptions of the
scenes at a bowling alley and a
bar and grill where 18 people
were killed and 13 others
wounded were included in more
than 3,000 pages of documents
released Friday in response to
Freedom of Access Act requests
by The Associated Press and
other news organizations.

Among the details included in
the report were the words from a
note left behind by the gunman,
40-year-old Army reservist
Robert Card, who wrote that he
just wanted to “be left the (ex-
pletive) alone,” the Portland
Press Herald reported. The note
also contained his phone pass-
word and passwords needed to
access his various accounts.

Documents reveal horror
of mass shooting in Maine

Associated Press WASHINGTON — The Unit-
ed States may have to deploy
more strategic nuclear weap-
ons in coming years to deter
growing threats from Russia,
China and other adversaries, a
senior White House aide said
on Friday.

Pranay Vaddi, the top Na-
tional Security Council arms
control official, made his com-
ments in a speech on “a more
competitive approach” to arms
control that outlined a policy
shift aimed at pressing Moscow
and Beijing to reverse rejec-
tions of U.S. calls for arsenal
limitation talks.

“Absent a change in adver-
sary arsenals, we may reach a
point in the coming years
where an increase from cur-
rent deployed numbers is re-
quired. We need to be fully pre-
pared to execute if the presi-
dent makes that decision,” he
told the Arms Control Associa-

tion. “If that day comes, it will
result in a determination that
more nuclear weapons are re-
quired to deter our adversaries
and protect the American peo-
ple and our allies and part-
ners.”

The U.S. currently observes
a limit of 1,550 deployed stra-
tegic nuclear warheads set in
the 2010 New START treaty
with Russia even though Mos-
cow “suspended” its participa-
tion last year over U.S. support
for Ukraine, a move Washing-
ton called “legally invalid.”

The Biden administration re-
mains committed to interna-
tional arms control and non-
proliferation regimes designed
to curb the spread of nuclear
weapons, Vaddi said.

But, he said, Russia, China
and North Korea “are all ex-
panding and diversifying their
nuclear arsenals at a break-
neck pace, showing little or no
interest in arms control.”

US could boost deployments
of strategic nuclear weapons

Reuters 
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PHOENIX — Former Donald Trump presi-
dential chief of staff Mark Meadows and
Trump 2020 Election Day operations director
Michael Roman pleaded not guilty Friday in
Phoenix to nine felony charges for their roles
in an effort to overturn Trump’s Arizona elec-
tion loss to Joe Biden.

Meadows and Roman appeared by video-
conference for separate brief hearings before
Maricopa County Superior Court Commis-
sioner Shellie Smith, who set an Oct. 31 trial
date.

Meadows and Roman spoke during the
hearings only to respond to Smith’s questions
with their names and birthdates. Their attor-
neys spoke for them to enter their pleas of not
guilty.

The indictment alleges Meadows worked
with other Trump campaign members to sub-
mit names of fake electors from Arizona and

other states to Congress in a bid to keep Trump
in office despite his November 2020 defeat at
the ballot box.

The document alleges 11 Arizona Republi-
cans submitted paperwork falsely declaring
that Trump won in Arizona. Biden won Ari-
zona by more than 10,000 votes. The indict-
ment also says that Meadows confided to a
White House staff member in early November
2020 that Trump had lost the election.

Roman is accused in the indictment of
working closely with Trump lawyers Rudy Gi-
uliani and Boris Epshteyn and others to orga-
nize the fake electors’ votes in Arizona and six
other states. 

Outside court, Roman’s attorney, Kurt Alt-
man, promised to fight the charges.

“Mike Roman has no connection with Ari-
zona. Why this indictment came in the first
place is beyond us,” Altman said. “But we’re
going to face the reality and defend.”

Giuliani, the former New York City mayor,
pleaded not guilty in May to nine felony
charges stemming from his role in the fake
electors effort. The Arizona indictment also
includes felony charges against Trump attor-
neys John Eastman, Christina Bobb and Jen-
na Ellis.

Epshteyn, Ellis and James Lamon, another
Republican who claimed Trump carried Ari-
zona, are scheduled to enter pleas on June 18.

Meadows and Roman previously pleaded
not guilty in Georgia state court to charges al-
leging that they participated in an illegal
scheme to try to overturn the 2020 election re-
sults.

Roman was charged in Wisconsin on Tues-
day with forgery for allegedly delivering that
state’s fake elector paperwork to a Pennsylva-
nia congressman’s staffer to get them to then-
Vice President Mike Pence on Jan. 6, 2021,
when Congress was certifying the results.

Meadows pleads not guilty in fake elector case
Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. — Pictures of Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s son with drug paraphernalia
and bare-chested in a bubble bath. Text mes-
sages between Hunter Biden and drug deal-
ers. Testimony from Hunter’s exes about rela-
tionships destroyed by his drug use. 

Hunter Biden’s trial on gun charges
brought by his father’s Justice Department
has put on full display tawdry and embarrass-
ing details about the president’s son, all while
first lady Jill Biden watches from the court-
room in Wilmington, Del.

Prosecutors on Friday rested their case ac-
cusing Hunter Biden of lying when he swore
that he was not a drug user on a federal form to
buy a gun in October 2018. The defense could
call at least one more witness when the trial re-
sumes on Monday before lawyers make their
closing arguments. 

Hunter Biden has pleaded not guilty and
has accused the Justice Department of bend-
ing to political pressure from former Presi-
dent Donald Trump and other Republicans to
bring the case and separate tax charges after a
deal with prosecutors fell apart last year. Hun-
ter Biden has said he has been sober since
2019. 

Jill Biden sat quietly in the first row of the
courtroom behind Hunter Biden and listened
intently without showing emotion as prosecu-
tors painted him as deceptive and driven by

addiction.
Hunter Biden hasn’t taken the witness

stand and it is not clear whether he will. Jurors
have already heard his own words about the
depths of his drug and alcohol addiction after
his brother, Beau, died in 2015. 

A central piece of the prosecution’s case is
Hunter Biden’s memoir “Beautiful Things,”
in which the president’s son opened up about
his crack cocaine addiction, stints in rehab and
struggles to get sober. 

Jurors have heard Hunter Biden detail at
length seeking out crack in different places
and learning how to smoke it. In one long ex-
cerpt played in the courtroom, he described
driving to a treatment center and seeing an
enormous barn owl, which may have been a
hallucination, swoop over his windshield. 

Hunter Biden’s ex-wife and two other for-
mer romantic partners, including his broth-
er’s widow, took the witness stand for prosecu-
tors to detail their knowledge of his drug use. 

The defense argued in a court filing Friday
that prosecutors have failed to present evi-
dence that Hunter Biden was actually using
drugs in the 11 days he owned the gun. 

“It was only after the gun was thrown away
and the ensuing stress ... that the government
was able to then find the same type of evidence
of his use (e.g., photos, use of drug lingo) that
he relapsed with drugs,” defense lawyer Abbe
Lowell wrote. 

Hunter Biden’s defense to resume
after week of tawdry tales in court

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Justice Clarence Tho-
mas on Friday belatedly acknowledged more
travel paid by Republican megadonor Harlan
Crow, while several colleagues reported six-
figure payments as part of book deals.

Thomas, who has faced criticism for failing
to report luxury trips paid for by Crow and oth-
ers over many years, said in his annual finan-
cial disclosure that, in 2019, Crow paid for a ho-
tel room in Bali, Indonesia, for a single night,
and food and lodging at a private club in Sono-
ma County, Calif. He did not report any travel
paid by others last year.

The disclosure on Indonesia is curious for
what it omits: the rest of the trip. ProPublica
reported last year that Thomas flew to Indone-
sia on Crow’s private jet and then boarded his
superyacht for an islands tour, one of many
trips Crow has given to Thomas and his wife,
Ginni, over the years. 

Another justice, Ketanji Brown Jackson, re-
ported a nearly $900,000 advance for her up-
coming memoirand four tickets to a Beyoncé
concert valued at $3,700 from the singer her-
self. Jackson was one of four Supreme Court
justices who reported sizable income from
book deals.

Justice Thomas
acknowledges
more travel paid
for by GOP donor

Associated Press
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Judge cuts $2.25B award
against chemical firm

PA PHILADELPHIA —
A Philadelphia judge

has substantially reduced a
$2.25 billion verdict against
agricultural giant Monsanto,
ruling that a Pennsylvania man
who contended he developed
cancer from the company’s
weed killer Roundup ought to
receive $400 million.

Philadelphia Court of Com-
mon Pleas Judge Susan Schul-
man’s ruling comes following a
Philadelphia jury’s January
verdict in favor of John McKivi-
son, of Lycoming County, who
said exposure to the company’s
Roundup weedkiller caused
him to later develop blood can-
cer.

The jury found in favor of
McKivison, and ordered Mon-
santo to pay $250 million in
compensatory damages and $2
billion in punitive damages.
Now, Schulman’s ruling has re-
duced that penalty by more than
80%, to $50 million in compen-
satory damages and $350 mil-
lion in punitive damages.

Mock shooting staged
during school field trip

VT BURLINGTON —
The city’s police de-

partment issued an apology on
Thursday after staging a mock
mass shooting during a high
school field trip.

The ordeal terrorized the stu-
dents and even left some in-
jured, according to local outlet
Seven Days.

The incident took place
Wednesday at the Burlington
police station as roughly 20 stu-
dents were watching a present-
ation on how detectives solve

crimes, when suddenly they
heard screams from behind
them. A masked gunman then
burst into the room and started
firing fake rounds, leading the
teens to duck for cover as loud
gunshot noises filled the room.

The students said they were
not told about drill beforehand.

“I’m shaking and crying be-
cause I’m like, ‘Oh my god, I’m
gonna get shot.’ It felt so real,”
one Burlington High School stu-
dent told Seven Days, adding
that she texted her mother, be-
lieving she was on the verge of
being killed.

Another student scraped her
knee while diving for cover.

Libraries must return
controversial books

TX LLANO COUNTY —
Eight books dealing

with subjects including racism
and transgender issues must be
returned to library shelves in a
rural Texas county that had re-
moved them in an ongoing book
banning controversy, a divided
panel of federal appeals court
judges ruled Thursday.

Thursday’s opinion from a
three-judge panel of the 5th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in New
Orleans was a partial victory for
seven library patrons who sued
numerous officials with the Lla-
no County library system and
the county government after 17
books were removed. One judge
voted to uphold a lower court or-
der that the books should be re-
turned. Another largely agreed
but said nine of the books could
stay off the shelves as the appeal
plays out.

A third dissented entirely,
meaning a majority supported
returning eight books.

The works ranged from chil-

dren’s books to award-winning
nonfiction, including “They
Called Themselves the K.K.K:
The Birth of an American Ter-
rorist Group,” by Susan Camp-
bell Bartoletti; and “It’s Perfect-
ly Normal: Changing Bodies,
Growing Up, Sex and Sexual
Health,” by Robie Harris.

Native American claims
against project dismissed

AZ PHOENIX — A U.S.
district judge has dis-

missed claims by Native Amer-
ican tribes and environmental-
ists who sought to halt construc-
tion along part of a $10 billion
energy transmission line that
will carry wind-generated elec-
tricity from New Mexico to cus-
tomers as far away as Califor-
nia.

Judge Jennifer Zipps said in
her ruling issued Thursday that
the plaintiffs were years too late
in bringing their challenge. It
followed an earlier decision in
which she dismissed their re-
quests for a preliminary injunc-
tion, saying the Bureau of Land
Management had fulfilled its
obligations to identify historic
sites and prepare an inventory
of cultural resources.

The disputed stretch of the
SunZia transmission line is in
southern Arizona’s San Pedro
Valley and passes through an
area that holds historic, cultural
and religious significance for
the tribes.

State will abandon Calif.
emissions standards

VA RICHMOND — Gov.
Glenn Youngkin an-

nounced last week that Virginia
will abandon California’s strin-
gent vehicle emissions rules at

the end of the year when that
state’s current regulations ex-
pire, citing an attorney general
opinion.

In response to a request from
Youngkin and Senate Republi-
can Leader Ryan McDougle,
Attorney General Jason Mi-
yares issued the opinion
Wednesday stating that Virgi-
nia isn’t required to comply
with new mandates adopted by
the California Air Resources
Board set to take effect on Jan. 1.

Youngkin, a Republican, said
in a statement that Virginians
deserve to choose which vehi-
cles fit their needs and called
the idea that government should
tell people what kind of car they
can buy “fundamentally
wrong.”

Governor halts plan for
big tolls for NYC drivers 

NY NEW YORK — New
York Gov. Kathy Ho-

chul last week indefinitely de-
layed implementation of a plan
to charge motorists hefty tolls to
enter the core of Manhattan,
just weeks before the nation’s
first “congestion pricing” sys-
tem was set to launch.

The announcement dealt a
stunning blow to a program,
years in the making, that was in-
tended to raise billions of dol-
lars for New York’s belea-
guered subways and commuter
rails while reducing gridlock
and air pollution on the city’s
streets.

Hochul, a Democrat, cited the
city’s fragile economic recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic,
as well as the financial burden
that the fee would impose on
New Yorkers struggling with in-
flation, as reasons not to go
through with the program.

— From wire reports
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SUNRISE, Fla. — Sergei Bobrovsky
turned the puck over on the first shift and re-
covered. He lost his stick for 30 seconds at
one point and still made saves. Connor
McDavid put six shots on net, and none of
them went in.

Bobrovsky put on a masterclass against
McDavid and every other player who dared
test him and his teammates pounced when
given the chance. As a result, the Florida
Panthers are off and rolling in the Stanley
Cup Final.

With the goalie everyone simply calls
“Bob” unbeatable in stopping all 32 shots he
faced from every angle and in every situation
in one of the most memorable playoff goal-
tending performances in recent history and
thanks to goals from Carter Verhaeghe and
Evan Rodrigues, the Panthers beat the Ed-
monton Oilers 3-0 on Saturday night in Game
1 of the NHL’s best-of-seven championship
series.

“It’s fun to play those guys, those elite guys
and it’s a fun atmosphere,” Bobrovsky said.
“I am just alive for the opportunity, and I en-
joy every second of it.”

Chants of “Bobby! Bobby!” repeated
themselves over and over as Bobrovsky
turned aside multiple breakaways, stopped

McDavid when the reigning and three-time
MVP went into turbo mode and flew all
around and outside the crease to make Flor-
ida’s net an impenetrable fortress. 

Bobrovsky, a two-time Vezina Trophy
winner for his stellar regular-season play,
registered his second shutout of this run and
third in the playoffs over his 14-year career.
Thanks to him, the Panthers have a lead in
the Cup Final for the first time in franchise
history and are now three wins away from
hoisting hockey’s hallowed trophy for the
first time.

It didn’t even matter that they were out-
shot 32-18. Back in the final for a second con-
secutive season and healthier and more pre-
pared for the moment than in the five-game
loss to Vegas a year ago, Florida showed ex-
perience on this stage does matter, handling
pressure and tense moments throughout like
most of its players have been here before.

“We kind of know what it takes this year,”
Verhaeghe said. “We know how challenging
it is, the ups and downs of playoffs and the
grind of it. I think that makes us more
equipped this year.”

The goals by Verhaeghe and Rodrigues
came on the first five shots on net against Ed-
monton’s Stuart Skinner, who was left out to
dry by a slow backcheck and a lost race to the

puck. Skinner, who has had his ups and
downs this postseason and whose play looked
like the biggest question in the series, was
hardly to blame for either one. 

“Lots to like,” McDavid said. “We didn’t
give up too much, (but) what we did give up
was dangerous.”

Edmonton controlled much of the game 5
on 5, extended its streak of penalties killed to
30, and its power play did just about every-
thing right except score. Despite all that, the
Oilers find themselves trailing in this core
group led by McDavid and Leon Draisaitl’s
first appearance in the Final.

“We know that we’re going to have to get
even better,” coach Kris Knoblauch said.
“There are things we’re going to have to look
at and try to increase those chances.”

It’s a series featuring the furthest distance
between teams meeting for the Cup, eclips-
ing the previous record set in 2011 by Boston
and Vancouver. The trophy was brought out
on to the ice prior to puck drop, similarly to
what the league did by shining a spotlight on
it in the empty stands in Edmonton four years
ago when the playoffs went on in pandemic
bubbles.

“It’s a long series,” Bobrovsky said.
“We’re going to reset, refocus and get ready
for the next fight.”

Panthers overpower Oilers in Game 1
Associated Press

The Atlantic Coast Confe-
rence advanced three teams to
the College World Series on Sat-
urday with Florida State, Virgi-
nia and North Carolina sweep-
ing their NCAA super regionals.

No. 1 national seed Tennessee
of the SEC will have to wait an
extra day to punch its ticket to
Omaha, Neb. If not, that means
the plucky Purple Aces of
Evansville will have pulled off
one of the great upsets in college
baseball history.

The Aces forced a deciding
game in the best-of-three series
with a 10-8 win in Knoxville,
Tenn. That made them the first
No. 4 regional seed to beat a No.
1 national seed in the NCAA
Tournament. No. 4 regional
seeds had been 0-30 all-time in
such matchups.

“It’ll go down, hands down, as
the greatest win in our school’s
history, a program I’m extreme-
ly proud of,” coach Wes Carroll
said. “I bleed purple and it’s
great to be able to experience
that as the head coach at UE.”

Florida State followed its 24-4
beatdown of UConn on Friday
with a 10-8 win in 12 innings;
Virginia finished off Kansas
State with a 10-4 victory; and
North Carolina defeated West
Virginia 2-1 to send Mountain-
eers coach Randy Mazey into
retirement.

The ACC will have at least
three teams in the CWS for the
first time since 2008, and the
league still has North Carolina
State and Clemson alive in su-
per regionals. The ACC sent
four teams to Omaha in 2006. No
conference has had five teams

among the eight in a CWS.
FSU’s James Tibbs III hit his

third homer of the game, a two-
run shot, to break an 8-all tie in
the 12th and Conner Whittaker
pitched 31⁄�3 innings of shutout re-
lief.

The Seminoles will be in their
24th CWS, and first under sec-
ond-year coach Link Jarrett.
Last year, they finished with a
losing record for the first time in
program history and didn’t
make the tournament.

“I couldn’t be more thankful
to be here and help put Florida
State baseball back on the
map,” Tibbs said. “It’s been a
wild ride.”

Virginia’s Casey Saucke ho-
mered in the first inning and Ja-
cob Ference’s triple and Luke
Hanson’s double highlighted a
five-run ninth that broke open

the game against K-State. The
Cavaliers will make their sec-
ond straight CWS appearance,
third in four years and seventh
overall under Brian O’Connor.

“They played their best base-
ball the last two weekends,”
O’Connor said. “Certainly we
have more to do in front of us.
We’re going to enjoy today and
tonight and regroup tomorrow
and get ready for our plan of
what we need to do in Omaha to
keep this thing going.”

North Carolina closer Dalton
Pence got out of a bases-loaded
jam in the bottom of the ninth to
send the Tar Heels to their 12th
CWS and first under Scott
Forbes.

Kentucky, Florida, North
Carolina State and Texas A&M
won their super regional open-
ers.

Three ACC teams advance to CWS; Aces force Game 3
Associated Press
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PARIS — For a few minutes,
anyway, it seemed as if Iga Swia-
tek was a bit off in the French
Open final against Jasmine Pao-
lini. Swiatek kept making mis-
takes early Saturday, got broken
in the third game and trailed at
Court Philippe Chatrier.

Might a true surprise be in the
offing? Could Paolini not only
make a match of this, but actual-
ly win it?

No. Not even close. Not with
the way Swiatek can dominate
opponents, especially on red
clay.

The top-seeded Swiatek
quickly recalibrated her way-
ward strokes and simply over-
whelmed Paolini, grabbing 10
games in a row en route to a 6-2,
6-1 victory that gave her a third
consecutive championship at
Roland Garros and fourth in five
years.

The 23-year-old from Poland
had to save a match point in a

second-round victory against
Naomi Osaka last week, but in
the five matches after that three-
set escape, Swiatek dropped a to-
tal of only 17 games.

“This tournament has been
pretty surreal with its beginning
and with second round, and then
I was able to get my game better
and better every match. I’m
really proud of myself, because
the expectations obviously have
been pretty high from the out-
side. Pressure, as well,” said
Swiatek, who is 35-2 overall at
the French Open, including a
current streak of 21 straight vic-
tories. “I’m happy that I just
went for it and I was ready to deal
with all of this — and I could
win.”

She is the first woman with
three trophies in a row in Paris
since Justine Henin from 2005 to
2007.

The 12th-seeded Paolini, a 28-
year-old from Italy appearing in
her first Slam final, called facing

Swiatek at Roland Garros “the
toughest challenge in this sport.”

Swiatek also won the French
Open in 2020 and the U.S. Open
in 2022 and is 5-0 in major finals.

She added this triumph to
those on clay at Madrid and
Rome last month, becoming the
first woman to win all three
events since Serena Williams
did it in 2013.

“I never played a player that
has this intensity before in my
life,” Paolini said. “For me, right
now, I think it was the most chal-
lenging match I played in my en-
tire career.”

During Saturday’s postmatch
ceremony, Swiatek was flanked
by a pair of women who each
won 18 Grand Slam singles titles,
Chris Evert and Martina Navra-
tilova. Evert said before this
French Open that she thinks
Swiatek could eventually sur-
pass her women’s record of sev-
en championships in Paris.

Paolini, who will rise to a ca-

reer-best No. 7 in the rankings
Monday, had never been past
the second round at one of the
four most important tennis tour-
naments until getting to the
fourth round at the Australian
Open in January.

But Swiatek briefly went
through a shaky stretch, failing
to convert a break point in the
second game, then getting bro-
ken to trail 2-1 after 13 minutes
when she flubbed a forehand.

It was Swiatek’s seventh un-
forced error of the afternoon;
Paolini had made only one. The
rest of the way, those numbers:
six unforced errors by Swiatek,
17 by Paolini.

Swiatek, who heard plenty of
“Iga!” chants, immediately re-
set herself and began playing the
sort of tennis that put her at No. 1
for nearly every week since
April 2022.

And once Swiatek got going,
there was nothing Paolini could
do to slow her down.

Swiatek overwhelms Paolini for 3rd straight crown
Associated Press

PARIS — Carlos Alcaraz
came back to defeat Alexander
Zverev 6-3, 2-6, 5-7, 6-1, 6-2 on
Sunday and win the French
Open for his third Grand Slam
title.

Alcaraz is a 21-year-old from
Spain who grew up watching
countryman Rafael Nadal win
trophy after trophy at Roland
Garros — a record 14 in all —
and has now eclipsed Nadal as
the youngest man to collect ma-
jor championships on three sur-
faces. Nadal was about 1½ years
older when he did it.

Sunday’s victory — in which
he trailed two sets to one, just as
he had in the semifinals against
Jannik Sinner on Friday — al-
lowed Alcaraz to add the clay-
court championship at Roland
Garros to his triumphs on hard
courts at the U.S. Open in 2022
and on grass at Wimbledon in
2023.

Alcaraz is now 3-0 in Grand
Slam finals.

Zverev dropped to 0-2 in ma-
jor title matches. The 27-year-
old from Germany was the run-
ner-up at the 2020 U.S. Open af-
ter blowing a two-set lead
against Dominic Thiem.

This time, Zverev lost after
surging in front by reeling off
the last five games of the third
set. Alcaraz’s level dipped dur-
ing that stretch and he seemed
distracted by a complaint over
the condition of the clay at
Court Philippe Chatrier, telling
chair umpire Renaud Lichten-
stein it was “unbelievable.”

But Alcaraz reset himself and
surged to the finish, taking 12 of
the last 15 games while being
treated by a trainer at change-
overs for an issue with his left
leg.

No. 3 Alcaraz and No. 4 Zve-
rev were making their first ap-
pearance in a French Open fi-

nal. Indeed, this was the first
men’s title match at Roland
Garros since 2004 without Na-
dal, Novak Djokovic or Roger
Federer.

Nadal lost to Zverev in the
first round two weeks ago; Djo-
kovic, a three-time champion,
withdrew before the quarterfi-
nals with a knee injury that re-
quired surgery; Federer is re-
tired.

There were some jitters at
the outset. Zverev started the
proceedings with a pair of dou-
ble-faults — walking to the side-
line to change rackets after the
second, as though the equip-
ment was the culprit — and
eventually got broken. Alcaraz
lost serve immediately, too,
framing a forehand that sent
the ball into the stands — which
he would do on a handful of oc-
casions — and double-faulting,
trying a so-so drop shot that led
to an easy winner for Zverev,

then missing a backhand.
Let’s just say they won’t be

putting those initial 10 minutes
in the Louvre. Much of the 4-
hour, 19-minute match was
patchy, littered with unforced
errors.

Alcaraz managed to come out
strong in the fourth set, grab-
bing 16 of the first 21 points to
move out to a 4-0 edge, includ-
ing one brilliant, sliding, down-
the-line forehand passing win-
ner that he celebrated by
thrusting his right index finger
overhead in a “No. 1” sign, then
throwing an uppercut while
screaming, “Vamos!”

No, he is not ranked No. 1 at
the moment — Sinner makes
his debut at the top spot on
Monday — but he has been be-
fore and, although a “2” will be
beside Alcaraz’s name next
week, there is little doubt he is
as good as it gets in men’s tennis
right now.

Alcaraz beats Zverev for French Open title
Associated Press
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LONDON— Bryce Harper
celebrated with a soccer slide
after his tying home run, Ranger
Suárez became the season’s first
10-game winner and the Phila-
delphia Phillies beat the New
York Mets 7-2 on Saturday in the
opener of Major League Base-
ball’s third London Series.

Harper sparked a six-run
fourth that included Whit Mer-
rifield’s three-run homer for the
major league-best Phillies (45-
19), who have won four in a row
and seven of eight. Harper was a
triple shy of the cycle.

“I didn’t tell any of my team-
mates because I wanted them all
to be pretty surprised,” Harper
said of his celebration.

Nick Castellanos added an
eighth-inning homer and
watched from the batter’s box
until he knew it was inside the
left-field foul pole at London
Stadium, home of the Premier
League club West Ham.

Suárez (10-1) allowed two
runs and eight hits in 52⁄�3 innings
for the Phillies, who played their
first game outside North Amer-
ica.

Suárez said through a transla-
tor he was “a little wild today

with my pitches” before making
adjustments. His ERA rose
from 1.70 to 1.81.

After Starling Marte’s RBI
double in the first, Harper
pulled a sweeper from Sean Ma-
naea (3-3) over the Mets bullpen
in right. The two-time NL MVP
then did a soccer slide in front of
the Phillies dugout and mo-
ments later yelled “I love soc-
cer!” while high-fiving team-
mates.

Dodgers 11, Yankees 3: Te-
oscar Hernández homered
twice and drove in six runs, in-
cluding a grand slam that
helped power visiting Los An-
geles past New York for its sec-
ond consecutive victory in this
marquee matchup.

Kiké Hernández also went
deep and Shohei Ohtani had an
RBI single to back rookie Gavin
Stone (7-2), who has won three
straight starts and five of his
past six.

Aaron Judge hit two homers
for the Yankees, giving him a
major league-high 23, but
they’ve managed only three
runs in 23 innings at the plate
since slugger Juan Soto exited
Thursday night’s win over Min-
nesota with a forearm injury.

Nationals 7, Braves 3: Nick
Senzel homered for the first
time in nearly six weeks and
drove in three runs, Eddie Rosa-
rio had three RBIs against his
former team and host Washing-
ton defeated Atlanta.

Blue Jays 7, Athletics 0: Ke-
vin Gausman pitched the first
shutout of his 12-year career, a
five-hitter, and visiting Toronto
beat Oakland.

Giants 3, Rangers 1: Heliot
Ramos drove in all the runs for
visiting San Francisco, includ-
ing a go-ahead two-run homer in
a victory over Texas.

Pirates 4, Twins 0: Rowdy
Tellez homered and drove in
three runs and six Pittsburgh re-
lievers kept visiting Minnesota
in check.

Reds 4, Cubs 3:TJ Friedl ho-
mered and drove in three runs,
Andrew Abbott (5-5) pitched
five effective innings and host
Cincinnati won its seventh
straight game with a victory
over Chicago.

Royals 8, Mariners 4: Vinnie
Pasquantino hit a tiebreaking
two-run double during host
Kansas City’s three-run fifth in-
ning in a victory over Seattle.

Rockies 6, Cardinals 5: Eze-

quiel Tovar homered twice and
added two singles while driving
in four runs to spark visiting Col-
orado to a victory over St. Louis.

Brewers 5, Tigers 4:Jackson
Chourio hit a go-ahead, two-run
double in the sixth inning and
visiting Milwaukee beat De-
troit.

White Sox 6, Red Sox 1: Ga-
vin Sheets hit his first career
grand slam, and host Chicago
won its second straight after a
franchise-record 14-game los-
ing streak.

Guardians 8, Marlins 0: Ben
Lively won his fifth straight
start, José Ramirez and Steven
Kwan homered, and visiting
Cleveland beat Miami.

Padres 13, Diamondbacks 1:
Knuckleballer Matt Waldron
(4-5) combined with two reliev-
ers on a five-hitter, and Ha-Se-
ong-Kim and Jake Cronenworth
each hit a three-run homer for
host San Diego in a win against
Arizona.

Astros 6, Angels 1: Yordan
Alvarez continued his hot streak
with three more hits, including a
two-run homer, Hunter Brown
(2-5) tossed six shutout innings
and visiting Houston defeated
Los Angeles.

Harper, Phillies down Mets in London
Associated Press

LANDOVER, Md. — Matt
Turner kept falling to the field,
the American goalkeeper
punching the ground in frustra-
tion.

A defensive lapse by Antonee
Robinson and aimless defensive
play by Johnny Cardoso, Tim
Weah and Cameron Carter-
Vickers led to four goals in an
embarrassing 5-1 loss to Colom-
bia in a Copa America warmup
match on Saturday.

“I’m going to apologize to the
fans,” Turner said. “That’s not
what we’re about. And, yeah, we
need to bounce back in a big
way.”

Since a 5-1 loss to Czechoslo-
vakia in the 1990 World Cup, the
United States had given up that
many goals only in a 5-0 loss to
Mexico in the 2009 CONCACAF
Gold Cup final. It was the Amer-
icans’ first four-goal loss since a
4-0 defeat in a 2016 World Cup
qualifier at Costa Rica that
caused the U.S. Soccer Federa-
tion to fire coach Jurgen Klins-
mann.

“We’re not framing it as a les-
son learned. We’re actually
framing it as a wakeup call.
Really poor performance
against a top team,” U.S. coach
Gregg Berhalter said. “From
the 75th minute on, it was I think

a lack of respect for our oppo-
nent, the game of soccer and
what we were doing.”

Jhon Arias put Colombia
ahead in the sixth minute after
the ball deflected to him when
Robinson tried a sliding clea-
rance without checking who
was near. Rafael Santos Borré
doubled the lead with a spectac-
ular overhead kick in the 19th.
The U.S. had not given up two
goals in the first 20 minutes
since a March 2016 World Cup
qualifier.

“There’s some glaring things
that you have to address if
you’re going to compete at this
level,” Berhalter said. “Guys

just didn’t do their job. It’s about
your role, your responsibilty
and we didn’t do that.”

Weah cut the deficit to 2-1 in
the 58th, but Cardoso’s turnover
led to Richard Ríos’ goal in the
77th, Weah’s giveaway to Jorge
Carrascal’s in the 85th and Car-
ter-Vickers’ pass that didn’t ap-
pear aimed at anyone to Luis
Sinisterra’s in the 88th.

“We had a lot of trouble
through the middle,” Weah
said.

Colombia extended its win-
ning streak to seven and its un-
beaten string to 22 since a 1-0
defeat at Argentina in a World
Cup qualifier on Feb. 1, 2022.

Colombia hammers sloppy US men’s soccer team
Associated Press
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