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Biden apologizes to Zelenskyy for aid delay

Associated Press

PARIS — U.S. President Joe
Biden on Friday publicly apolo-
gized to Ukraine for a months-
long congressional holdup in
American military assistance
that let Russia make gains on
the battlefield.

Biden met in Paris with Uk-
rainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, who appealed for
bipartisan U.S. support going
forward “like it was during
World War I1.”

A day earlier, the two had at-
tended ceremonies marking
the 80th anniversary of the D-
Day landings in Normandy,
where Biden had drawn com-
mon cause between the allied
forces that helped free Europe
from Nazi Germany and to-
day’s effort to support Ukraine
against Russia’s invasion and
Zelenskyy had been greeted
with a rapt ovation.

“I apologize for those weeks
of not knowing what’s going to
happen in terms of funding,”
Biden said, referring to the six-
month holdup by conservative
Republicans in Congress of a

$61 billion military aid package
for Ukraine. Still, the Demo-
cratic president insisted that
the American people were
standing by Ukraine for the
long haul. “We’re still in. Com-
pletely. Thoroughly,” he said.
The apology — and Zelensky-
y’s plea for rock-solid support
akin to that of the allied coali-
tion in WWII — served as a re-
minder that for all of Biden’s
talk of an unflagging U.S com-
mitment to Ukraine, recalci-
trance among congressional
Republicans and an isolationist
strain in American politics
have exposed its fragility.
And, although unremarked
upon, the specter of Donald
Trump’s candidacy loomed
over the discussion, as the Re-
publican former president and
the presumptive nominee has
spoken positively of Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
sparked Ukrainian concerns
that he would call for it to cede
territory to end the conflict.
The United States is by far
Kyiv’s biggest supplier of war-
time support, and Ukraine is

trying to fend off an intense
Russian offensive in eastern ar-
eas of the country. The push is
focused on the Ukrainian bor-
der regions of Kharkiv and Do-
netsk, but Ukrainian officials
say it could spread as Russia’s
bigger army seeks to make its
advantage felt.

The offensive is seeking to
exploit Kyiv’s shortages of am-
munition and troops along the
roughly 600-mile front line.

The slow pace of delivery of
pledged Western weaponry has
long frustrated Zelenskyy, as
has Biden’s hesitation over sup-
plying more hardware for fear
of provoking Russian President
Vladimir Putin. That has
caused tension in their relation-
ship.

The U.S. will send about $225
million in military aid to Uk-
raine, Biden announced Friday.
The latest package includes
munitions for the High Mobil-
ity Artillery Rocket System, or
HIMARS, as well as mortar
systems and an array of artil-
lery rounds, U.S. officials said
Thursday.

A UKkrainian strike on its par-
tially-occupied Luhansk region
using U.S.-made ATACMS mis-
siles killed three people and in-
jured 35 others Friday, local
Moscow-appointed authorities
said.

Easing their stance amid
Russia’s most recent onslaught
and with Ukraine’s army reel-
ing, some NATO allies includ-
ing the U.S. said last week they
would allow Ukraine to use
weapons they deliver to Kyiv to
carry out limited attacks inside
Russia.

That step brought a furious
response from the Kremlin,
which warned that Europe’s
biggest conflict since World
War II could spin out of control.

French President Emmanuel
Macron, meanwhile, an-
nounced late Thursday that
France will provide Ukraine
with its Mirage combat air-
craft.

Macron has been a vocal sup-
porter of Ukraine. He said in
February that putting Western
troops on the ground in Uk-
raine is not “ruled out.”

US-built pier in Gaza reconnected after repairs

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A key sec-
tion of the U.S. military-built
pier designed to carry aid into
Gaza has been reconnected to
the Gaza beach following storm
damage repairs, and aid will be-
gin to flow soon, U.S. Central
Command announced Friday.

The section that connects to
the beach, the causeway, was
rebuilt nearly two weeks after
heavy storms damaged it and
abruptly halted what had al-
ready been a troubled delivery
route. Humanitarian aid is ex-

pected to begin moving into the
enclave through the maritime
route in the coming days.

A large section of the cause-
way broke apart May 25 as
heavy winds and high seas hit
the area, and four Army vessels
operating there went aground,
injuring three service mem-
bers, including one who re-
mains in critical condition. The
damage was the latest stum-
bling block in what has been a
persistent struggle to get food to
starving Palestinians during the
Israel-Hamas war.

Bad weather had earlier
slowed the delivery of sections
of the pier and U.S. military per-
sonnel from Virginia. And early
efforts to get aid from the pier
into Gaza were disrupted as res-
idents stormed the trucks that
aid agencies were using to
transport the food to the ware-
houses for distribution.

The maritime route for a lim-
ited time had been an additional
way to help get more aid into
Gaza because the Israeli offen-
sive in the southern city of Ra-
fah has made it difficult, if not

impossible at times, to get any-
thing through land routes. Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s administra-
tion has said from the start that
the pier wasn’t meant to be a to-
tal solution and that any amount
of aid helps.

Because of the storm damage
to the causeway, large sections
were disconnected and moved
to the Israeli port for repairs.

Two of the U.S. Army boats
went aground near Ashkelon in
Israel, but those have been
freed, and the other two
beached on the Gaza shore.
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Houthis detain at least 9 UN employees

Associated Press

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates
— At least nine Yemeni em-
ployees of United Nations agen-
cies have been detained by Ye-
men’s Houthi rebels under un-
clear circumstances, authorities
said Friday, as the rebels face in-
creasing financial pressure and
airstrikes from a U.S.-led coali-
tion. Others working for aid
groups also likely have been tak-
en.

The detentions come as the
Houthis, who seized Yemen’s
capital nearly a decade ago and

have been fighting a Saudi-led
coalition since shortly after, have
been targeting shipping through-
out the Red Sea corridor over the
Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza
Strip.

But while gaining more atten-
tion internationally, the secretive
group has cracked down on dis-
sent at home, including recently
sentencing 44 people to death.

Regional officials, speaking to
The Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
weren’t authorized to brief jour-
nalists, confirmed the U.N. deten-

tions. Those held include staff
from the U.N. human rights agen-
¢y, its development program, the
World Food Program and one
working for the office of'its special
envoy, the officials said. The wife
of one of those held is also de-
tained.

The U.N. declined to immedi-
ately comment.

The Mayyun Organization for
Human Rights, which similarly
identified the U.N. staffers held,
named other aid groups whose
employees were detained by the
Houthis across four provinces

that the Houthis hold — Amran,
Hodeida, Saada and Saana.

“We condemn in the strongest
terms this dangerous escalation,
which constitutes a violation of
the privileges and immunities of
United Nations employees grant-
ed to them under international
law, and we consider it to be op-
pressive, totalitarian, blackmail-
ing practices to obtain political
and economic gains,” the organi-
zation said in a statement.

Many of the groups mentioned
didn’t immediately acknowledge
the detentions.

Swedish defense minister
decries China’s actions
against Philippine vessels

Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines —
Sweden’s defense chief has ex-
pressed alarm over Beijing’s re-
peated dangerous maneuvers
against Philippine vessels in the
South China Sea, saying such
actions threaten security, un-
dermine stability and under-
score the need to invest “for our
security and freedom.”

Defense Minister P4l Jonson
spoke Thursday night in a diplo-
matic reception in Manila for
Sweden’s national day after
meeting his Philippine counter-
part, Gilberto Teodoro Jr., on
expanding defense relations.
Sweden is one of the possible
sources of supersonic fighter
jets that the Philippines plan to
acquire as its military shifts fo-
cus from decades of fighting
communist and Muslim insur-
gencies to territorial defense.

“Let me express my deep
concern on the repeated dange-
rous maneuvers against Philip-
pines vessels that have been
taking place in the West Philip-
pine Sea and the South China
Sea,” Jonson said. He did not

mention China in his speech but
drew applause from an au-
dience that included top Philip-
pine military and security offi-
cials and Western and Asian
diplomats.

Jonson used the name the
Philippines has adopted for the
stretch of waters called the ex-
clusive economic zone extend-
ing from its western coast to the
South China Sea, which Beijing
claims virtually in its entirety
and guards closely with its coast
guard, navy and other ships.

Confrontations between Chi-
nese and Philippine govern-
ment ships over two disputed
shoals have flared alarmingly
since last year, causing colli-
sions.

China’s use of powerful water
cannons had damaged Philip-
pine vessels, injured several Fi-
lipino navy personnel and
strained diplomatic relations.
Manila has filed diplomatic pro-
tests and publicized Chinese ac-
tions against the Philippine
coast guard and navy vessels in
an effort to gain international
support.

Russian warships, sub
will visit Cuba next week

Miami Herald

The Cuban armed forces an-
nounced Thursday that Russia
will dock three naval vessels and
one nuclear-powered submarine
at the port in Havana next week.

U.S. intelligence officials as-
sess that none of the vessels will
be carrying nuclear weapons, and
the Biden administration is dis-
missing the Russian movements
asamessaging ploy in response to
U.S. aid to Ukraine.

Butthe deploymentisexpected
to be part of a larger Russian mil-
itary exercise in the Caribbean
over the coming weeks, involving
both warships and aircraft, that
could be the most significant Rus-
sian activity in the region in at
least five years.

The main warship in the Rus-
sian deployment is the Admiral
Gorshkov, a state-of-the-art fri-
gate that is the lead ship in a new
class of six combat vessels Mos-
cow has commissioned through
2025.

Gorshkov-class shipscanserve
multiple roles for the Russian Na-
vy, capable of performing any-
thing from long-range attacks to
escort missions or anti-subma-
rine warfare — duties often re-

served for destroyer-class ships.
They are equipped with Russia’s
most advanced weapons and sen-
sor technology and can each car-
ry a single attack helicopter on
board. Just last month, a video
shared on social media by the
Russian Armed Forces showed a
NATO reconnaissance aircraftin
the crosshairs of Gorshkov’s crew
in the North Atlantic.

The second Russian ship in the
deployment is the Nikolay Chik-
er,atug point and icebreaker that
last year was tracked by British
authorities while stalking critical
oil and gas pipelines near the
Scottish coastal region of Shet-
land.

The third ship, the Pashin, is an
oil tanker that is part of the Rus-
sian Navy’s Arctic fleet.

Cuban authorities said that
Moscow is also sending the Ka-
zan, a Yasen-class nuclear-po-
wered submarine, to Havana as
part of the deployment.

The Kazan is said to be a state-
of-the-art submarine, part of a
new class of vessels intended to
replace Russia’s aging Soviet-era
nuclear submarines, that are ca-
pable of carrying and firing nu-
clear cruise missiles.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Heat scorches Southwest US

Associated Press

RENO, Nev. — The first heat
wave of the year was expected
to maintain its grip on the U.S.
Southwest for at least another
day Friday, after records tum-
bled across the region with tem-
peratures soaring past 110 de-
grees Fahrenheit from Califor-
nia to Arizona.

Although the official start of
summer is still two weeks away,
roughly half of Arizona and Ne-
vada were under an excessive
heat alert, which the National
Weather Service extended until
Friday evening. The alert was
extended through Saturday in
Las Vegas, where it’s never
been hotter this early in the
year.

“High temperatures as much
as10to 1S degrees above normal
can be expected, with record

high temperatures likely for
some sites through Friday,” the
weather service in Las Vegas
said. Temperatures will slowly
retreat over the weekend, but
will remain above normal into
early next week.

“It’s so hot,” said Eleanor
Wallace, 9, who was visiting
Phoenix from northern Utah on
Thursday, on a hike celebrating
her birthday with her mother,
Megan Wallace.

The National Weather Ser-
vice in Phoenix, where the new
record high of 113 F on Thurs-
day leap-frogged the old mark
of 111 F set in 2016, called the
conditions “dangerously hot.”

There were no immediate re-
ports of any heat-related deaths
or serious injuries.

But at a campaign rally for
presumptive Republican presi-

dential nominee Donald Trump
in Phoenix, 11 people fell ill from
heat exhaustion by late after-
noon and were taken to the hos-
pital, where they were treated
and released, fire officials said.

And in Las Vegas, with a new
record of 111 F Thursday that al-
so equaled the earliest time of
year the high reached at least
110, the Clark County Fire De-
partment said it had responded
to at least 12 calls for heat expo-
sure since midnight Wednes-
day. Nine of those calls resulted
in a patient needing hospital
treatment.

Several other areas of Ari-
zona, California and Nevada al-
so broke records by a degree or
two, including Death Valley Na-
tional Park with a record high
for the date of 122 F topping the
121 F dating to 1996.

Account rekindles allegations of Trump
disrespecting Black people on TV show

Associated Press

Gene Folkes had just been jet-
tisoned as a contestant on “The
Apprentice” and was commis-
erating with acrew member at a
bar inside the lobby of Trump
Tower. He was indignant — and
not just at having been kicked
off the reality show after its star,
Donald Trump, had delivered
his catchphrase: “You’re fired.”

One of two Black contestants
chosen for that season in 2010,
Folkes was insulted that Trump
had called him inarticulate and
accused him of illiteracy in a
lengthy boardroom tirade.

As the crew member, a Black
woman who worked as a contes-
tant manager, consoled him,
Trump suddenly appeared at
the bar.

“He came up and he asked
me: ‘Is this your woman? Be-
cause you two would make a
really great couple; you both
have the same background,’”
Folkes told The Associated
Press.

The contestant manager
quietly reminded Trump that
she worked for him. Then,
Trump made a comment simi-
lar to something he uttered in
the boardroom that never aired
on TV, Folkes said.

“He said again, ‘It’s not like I
used the N-word,” and then he
walked off, and that was that,”
said Folkes, a New York-based
consultant, podcast host and
U.S. Air Force veteran.

As Trump seeks to make in-
roads with African American
voters in his third run for the
White House, fresh allegations
are surfacing about his disre-
spectful behavior toward Black
people inside the Midtown sky-
scraper that launched his show
and political career. There are
still questions about whether
any of that behavior was caught
on tape.

Bill Pruitt, a former producer
on “The Apprentice,” published
a recent account alleging that
Trump actually used the racist

slur to refer to Kwame Jackson,
a Black contestant who was a fi-
nalist on the show’s first season.
A spokesperson for Trump’s
campaign has vehemently dis-
missed the account as false and
politically motivated. President
Joe Biden’s campaign, mean-
while, spotlighted Pruitt’s ac-
count on social media.

Trump, who hosted “The Ap-
prentice” from 2004 to 2015, has
long denied such claims and
called former contestants criti-
cizing him “failing wannabes”
motivated by greed. But he has
been trailed in his professional
and political life by charges of
racism, from a 1973 discrimina-
tion lawsuit against his real es-
tate business, to his push to car-
ry out executions of five Black
and Latino youths who were lat-
er exonerated of rape allega-
tions, to his yearslong fanning of
the conspiracy theory that Pres-
ident Barack Obama — the na-
tion’s first Black president —
was not born in the U.S.

Tim Scott
effort aims
to win over
minorities

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A top ally
and potential running mate of
former President Donald
Trump is launching a new effort
to win over Black and other non-
white working class voters he
argues could be the deciding
factor in November’s elections.

South Carolina Sen. Tim
Scott, the only Black Republi-
can in the Senate, will lead a $14
million campaign targeting mi-
nority voters in seven key swing
states.

Scott’s push comes as
Trump’s campaign is ramping
up its own outreach efforts to
Hispanic and Black voters, es-
pecially Black men, in his ex-
pected rematch against Presi-
dent Joe Biden. It also gives
Scott, one of several Republi-
cans being vetted for vice presi-
dent by Trump’s campaign, an-
other platform to demonstrate
his loyalty — and utility — to the
presumptive GOP nominee.

Scott says that, with Trump
atop the ticket, he believes Re-
publicans have a unique oppor-
tunity to chip into Democrats’
historic dominance with minor-
ity voters. Polls show many
Black and other nonwhite
adults are dissatisfied with Bi-
den’s performance, though
Trump could have an uphill bat-
tle winning them over given his
own unpopularity with those
groups.

“Much to the chagrin of many
folks, there’s no doubt that Afri-
can American men are wide
open for a political shift of parti-
sanship,” Scott said as he
briefed reporters on the effort
in Washington this week.

The new campaign will be
run by Scott’s Great Opportuni-
ty PAC, which was formed after
he suspended his campaign for
the GOP nomination last year.
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Attacks on US brands rattling Baghdad

Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A dozen
masked men jump out of two
SUVs and a white pickup and
storm a KFC in Baghdad,
smashing everything in sight
before fleeing the scene. A few
days earlier, similar violence
played out at Lee’s Famous
Recipe Chicken and Chili
House — all American brands
popular in the Iraqi capital.

Though no one was seriously
hurt, the recent attacks — ap-
parently orchestrated by sup-
porters of Iran-backed, anti-
American militias in Iraq — re-
flect surging anger against the
United States, Israel’s top ally,
over the war in Gaza.

Iraqgi governments have for
years walked a delicate line be-
tween Washington and Tehran,
but the eight-month war in Ga-
za has critically upped the
stakes.

Days after the war broke out,
a coalition of Iran-backed mili-
tias dubbed the Islamic Resis-
tance in Iraq launched dozens
of attacks on bases housing U.S.
troops in Iraq and eastern Syria.

Those attacks stopped in Feb-
ruary — but only after a series
of retaliatory U.S. strikes fol-
lowing a drone hit on a base in
Jordan that Kkilled three Amer-
ican soldiers.

The attacks on U.S.-linked
businesses and brands in Iraq

in late May and earlier this
week represent a change in tac-
tics intended to maximize anti-
U.S. sentiment over Washing-
ton’s support for Israel.

The KFC attack unfolded like
a robbery — except the attack-
ers weren’t after the money.

Security camera footage
shows the masked men burst-
ing into the fast-food restaurant
as horrified workers and cus-
tomers escape through a back
exit. The men then proceed to
smash windows and LED
screens, break chairs, tables,
kitchen appliances — and what-
ever else they could find.

Minutes later, security forces
arrive at the scene and fire

warning shots as perpetrators
run back into their cars and
speed away.

In other incidents, a sound
bomb was hurled outside the
Caterpillar company store, rat-
tling the neighborhood and
leaving a small pothole in the
street.

Some of the displays of anti-
U.S. sentiment have been less
volatile.

Protesters carrying Palesti-
nian and Iraqi flags last week
marched up to the PepsiCo of-
fices in Baghdad, chanting “No
to agents” and “No to Israel.”
Another protest took place out-
side the offices of Procter &
Gamble.

Boeing’s astronaut capsule arrives at space station

Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —
Boeing’s new capsule arrived at
the International Space Station
on Thursday, delayed by last-
minute thruster trouble that al-
most derailed the docking for
this first test flight with astro-
nauts.

The 260-mile-high linkup
over the Indian Ocean culmi-
nated more than a day of contin-
uing drama for Boeing’s astro-
naut flight debut carrying NA-
SA test pilots Butch Wilmore
and Suni Williams.

Boeing plans to keep Starlin-
er at the space station for at least
eight days before guiding it to a
landing in the western U.S.

“Nice to be attached to the big
city in the sky,” Wilmore said
once the hooks between the two
spacecraft were tight.

Williams entered the space
station first, dancing on the way
in to music. Wilmore followed,
snapping his fingers. They em-
braced the seven space station
residents.

“It was such a great welcome,
a little dance party,” said Wil-

liams. “That’s the way to get
things going.”

The Starliner capsule already
had one small helium leak when
it rocketed into orbit with two
NASA astronauts Wednesday.
Boeing and NASA managers
were confident they could man-
age the propulsion system de-
spite the problem and that more
leaks were unlikely. But just
hours into the flight, two more
leaks cropped up and another
was discovered after docking.

Later, five of the capsule’s 28
thrusters went down. The astro-

nauts managed to restart four of
them, providing enough safety
margin to proceed. By then,
Starliner had passed up the first
docking opportunity and circled
the world for an extra hour
alongside the station before
moving in.

The thrusters problems were
unrelated to the helium leaks,
NASA’s commercial crew pro-
gram manager Steve Stich said
after the docking.

Going forward in the flight,
“we have some tools in our tool
kit to manage this,” Stich said.

Employers in US added a robust 272,000 jobs in May

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — America’s
employers added a vigorous
272,000 jobs in May, accelerat-
ing from April and a sign that
companies are still confident
enough in the economy to keep
hiring despite persistently high
interest rates.

Last month’s strong job
growth reflected the durability
of America’s consumer-driven
economy. With the nation’s
households continuing their

steady spending, many em-
ployers have had to keep hiring
to meet their customer demand.
The unemployment rate
edged up to a still-low 4%, from
3.9%, ending a 27-month streak
of unemployment below 4%, the
Labor Department said Friday.
That had matched the longest
such run since the late 1960s.
President Joe Biden is likely
to point to Friday’s jobs report
as a sign of the economy’s ro-
bust health under his adminis-

tration. The presumptive Repu-
blican nominee, Donald Trump,
has focused his criticism of Bi-
den’s economic policies on the
surge in inflation, which polls
show still weighs heavily in vot-
ers’ assessment of the economy.

Last month’s robust job gain
suggests that the economy
should keep expanding at a
steady pace. A healthy job mar-
ket typically propels consumer
spending, the economy’s princi-
pal fuel. Some recent signs of

economic weakness have raised
concerns that growth was fal-
tering. May’s jobs report could
help assuage those worries.
Still, the Federal Reserve’s
inflation fighters would like to
see the economy cool a bit as
they consider when to begin
cutting their benchmark rate.
The Fed sharply raised interest
rates in 2022 and 2023 after the
vigorous recovery from the pan-
demic recession ignited the
worst inflation in 40 years.
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Geltics blow out Mavericks in Game 1

Associated Press

BOSTON — Kristaps Porzin-
gis didn’t want to make predic-
tions about how his body would
respond heading into the NBA
Finals after he spent more than
a month on the sideline with a
calf injury.

Just fine, it turned out.

Jaylen Brown scored 22
points, Porzingis made an im-
mediate impact off the bench
and added 20 and the Boston
Celtics powered past the Dallas
Mavericks 107-89 on Thursday
night in Game 1.

Derrick White finished with
1S points for Boston, which led
by 29 points in the first half and
connected on 16 3-pointers in a
powerful start to its quest for an
18th NBA title.

Porzingis, a 7-footer who had
been sidelined since April 29,
added six rebounds and three
blocks in 21 minutes.

“Tonight was affirmation to
myself that I’'m pretty good,”
Porzingis said. “I’m not perfect,
but I can play like this and I can
add to this team.”

The last Celtics player to en-
ter the court for pregame warm-
ups, he said he received a jolt of
energy from a home crowd,
which erupted when he
emerged from the tunnel.

“The adrenaline was pump-
ing through my veins,” Porzin-
gis said.

Celtics coach Joe Mazzulla
wasn’t concerned about the
layoff affecting Porzingis’ ag-
gressiveness.

“That’s the KP that helped us
get to where we are today,”
Mazzulla said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter how long the guy is off, he’s
going to make plays.”

All-Star Jayson Tatum fin-
ished with 16 points and 11 re-
bounds. Six players scored in
double figures for the Celtics,
who host Game 2 on Sunday.

“Getting back to this point
and being here is really a big
deal,” Tatum said. “But two
years ago we won the first game
and we know the outcome of
that series. We still have a lot of
work to do.”

Dallas cut the deficit to eight

points in the third quarter, but
Boston answered with a 14-0
run to quickly pull away again.

“That’s when the game start-
ed,” Brown said.

Luka Doncic led Dallas with
30 points. P.J. Washington add-
ed 14 points and eight rebounds.
But Dallas couldn’t find offen-
sive consistency beyond that,
totaling just nine assists onits 35
field goals for the game. The
Mavericks didn’t score 25
points in any quarter.

Doncic said the lopsided loss
wouldn’t diminish the spirit of a
team that lost the opening game
in three of four series this post-
season.

“Either you lose or you win,”
Doncic said. “First to four,
we’ve got to focus on the next
game.”

Former Celtic Kyrie Irving
struggled throughout, finishing
with 12 points. He received a
loud and extended chorus of
boos Thursday when he was in-
troduced before the game. It
continued throughout the game
whenever he touched the ball.

The treatment came after Irv-
ing sparred with Boston fans
and was fined for using an ob-
scene gesture during a 2022
playoff visit to TD Garden.

“I thought it was going to be a
little louder in here. I’'m expect-
ing the same thing (in Game 2).
The crowd’s trying to get me out
of my element,” Irving said.
“It’s not the first time I’ve lost in
Boston. I don’t want to make it a
habit.”

The Celtics, seeking their
first championship since 2008,
showed little rust from their 10-
day layoff after sweeping the In-
diana Pacers in the Eastern
Conference finals.

They flowed with energy
throughout, sharing the ball in
the halfcourt and getting the
ball to shooters for open 3s.
They also attacked the interior
of the Dallas defense and got to
the rim for several dunks.

Meanwhile, apart from Don-
cic, who shot 12 of 26 from the
field, Dallas struggled early to
getintoits sets and couldn’t find
a consistent groove offensively.

Lakers considering Hurley and Redick as next coach

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Los
Angeles Lakers’ coaching
search has been very public,
seemingly chaotic and dominat-
ed by famous names.

Totally Hollywood, in other
words.

The Lakers’ reported plan to
offer a massive contract to
UConn coach Dan Hurley is the
latest twist in the monthlong
race to replace Darvin Ham,
fired May 3 after two seasons.

On Thursday night, ESPN re-
ported Hurley was traveling to
Los Angeles for a Friday meet-
ing with Lakers general manag-
er Rob Pelinka and owner Jea-
nie Buss. Citing unidentified
sources in the report, ESPN also
said Hurley informed UConn of
his interest in talking to the Lak-
ers on Wednesday and spoke to
his players Thursday.

The Lakers were knocked out
of the first round of the current
playoffs, but the 17-time NBA

champion franchise has nicely
filled the void of hoops drama
during the week before the NBA
Finals with steady leaks about
the progress of their quest for a
coach who can win a title — and
almost as vitally, a coach who
can entice LeBron James to fin-
ish his career there.

According to a person with
knowledge of the lengthy
search, the Lakers have strong-
ly considered J.J. Redick, the
former player and current

ESPN analyst who does a pod-
cast with James; Hurley, the
back-to-back national cham-
pionship-winning coach of the
Huskies; and James Borrego,
the respected former Charlotte
Hornets coach and ex-Gregg
Popovich assistant who spent
last season with New Orleans.

The person spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because the
Lakers aren’t commenting pub-
licly on the search to replace
Ham.

STARSK #STRIPES

Single source convenience, reliably independent. Visit www.stripes.com.

Reporting
World, National

and Military News




PAaGE 6

e STRIPES LITE °

Friday, June 7, 2024

McDavid finally gets a shot to win Gup

Associated Press

Sherry Bassin sees the in-
tense look on Connor McDa-
vid’s face during warmups and
knows the best hockey player in
the world is going to have one of
those games.

He noticed it before the
clinching game that sent the Ed-
monton Oilers to the Stanley
Cup Final, when McDavid
scored less than five minutes in
and set up another goal not long
after. That ability to take over
started long ago, before he
reached the pinnacle of the
sport, and Bassin saw it up close
as owner of the Ontario Hockey
League’s Erie Otters when
McDavid played there.

“People talk about will to
win,” Bassin said. “Everybody
has a will to win. McDavid’s will
to prepare to win is unbelieva-
ble. ... He has expectations of
himself that are above and be-
yond.”

The biggest expectation is an
NHL championship, and hoist-
ing the Stanley Cup is the only
thing McDavid wants after pil-
ing up individual accolades, in-
cluding being a three-time
league MVP and five-time lead-
ing scorer.

In the final for the first time in
his nine NHL seasons, McDavid
and the Oilers are underdogs
against the Florida Panthers.

They are counting on the face of
the league to lead them to their
first title since 1990.

“McDavid will be at the fore-
front of it all,” said Mark Mes-
sier, who captained Edmonton’s
last Cup-winning team 34 years
ago. “You make your money
during the regular season, and
you make your name during the
playoffs, so whoever isn’t aware
about Connor McDavid at this
point will certainly be aware of
him after the series.”

McDavid will somehow need
to break through Florida’s stin-
gy defense that has stifled oppo-
nents throughout the playoffs.
Of course, overcoming chal-
lenges is nothing new for the 27-
year-old from Newmarket, On-
tario.

‘Who's that guy, 977

Dave Brown walked into Her-
bert H. Carnegie Centennial
Centre in North York to scout
prospects for the upcoming
OHL draft, players bornin199S.
A player wearing No. 97 stood
out, and a real-life version of
Abbott and Costello’s “Who’s on
first?” sketch followed among
he and his Erie colleagues.

“Who’s that guy, 97?” Brown
said he asked. “They’re like,
‘He’s a’97.’ I said, ‘That’s what I
want to know, who’s No. 977
And they’re like, ‘He’s born in

1997, you can’t draft him.”

On the ice with players two
years older, McDavid was the
best of the bunch. Granted ex-
ceptional status to be drafted at
15, he was also head and shoul-
ders above the rest at the junior
level after the Otters took him
with the first pick in 2012.

During an exhibition game,
Bassin saw McDavid get the
puck at center ice and told those
sitting next to him to “say good-
night.” McDavid deked around
a defenseman and beat the goa-
lie with a highlight-reel goal.

“They looked at me and said,
‘How did you know that?’ ” Bas-
sin recalled. “I said, ‘Because
I’ve seen it a hundred times.””

A big stage

McDavid’s sublime skill was
on display the other day against
the Dallas Stars when he made
an incredible individual effort
to score. He was the best player
in the game by a mile when his
team needed it the most — and
now the Oilers need it even
more.

“He was flying all over the
ice, and I would expect more of
that in the finals,” said Wash-
ington forward Dylan Strome, a
good friend of McDavid’s dating
to their time as teammates in
Erie.

“He’s the best player in the

world, and I truly believe he ris-
es to the occasion when it comes
toit.”

Strome is not alone among
those who expect the Cup final
to be a showcase for McDavid, a
tour de force for someone who
has been building for this mo-
ment all his life.

“I expect him to do his thing,”
said Detroit’s Alex DeBrincat,
who had 104 points the season
he played with McDavid in Erie.
“He’s very consistent at what he
does, and he takes over the
game pretty much every time.
I’'m excited to watch. Obviously
it’s a big stage, but I think he’s
definitely a guy who can handle
it.”

After lottery balls bouncing
the way they did in 2015 landed
McDavid in Edmonton, far from
the limelight of Toronto, Chica-
go or New York, this is a chance
for McDavid to do what greats
in other sports have done, the
likes of Patrick Mahomes in the
NFL or LeBron James in the
NBA, to thrive with a champion-
ship on the line.

“He is the most talented
player that I've ever seen play
the game, that I've ever played
against,” said retired defense-
man P.K. Subban, who along
with Messier is now an ESPN
analyst. “I think he’s going to
show the world how great he is.”

Oklahoma wins record 4th straight NCAA softball title

Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — Patty
Gasso’s Oklahoma Sooners have
done it again.

Oklahoma sluggedits way toa
record fourth straight NCAA
softball title, getting a go-ahead,
bases-clearing double from
Cydney Sanders and beating
Texas 8-4 on Thursday night for
a two-game sweep of the Wom-
en’s College World Series cham-
pionship.

The Sooners won their eighth
title overall, all under coach

Gasso, and moved into a tie with
Arizona for the second-most
World Series championshipsbe-
hind UCLA’s12.

Jayda Coleman, Tiare Jen-
nings, Kinzie Hansen, Rylie
Boone and pitcher Nicole May
were significant contributors to
each of the Sooners’ past four
championship teams.

“They’ve cemented this pro-
gram in history,” Gasso said.
“They’ve cemented themselves
in history. History can change,
but these guys will never, ever

be forgotten.”

The Sooners felt the pressure
along the way.

“‘Heavy is a head that wears
the crown’ is the one thing that
really stuck out,” Gasso said. “I
heard someone say that. That
really has felt true. It’s been ex-
hausting. These players are ex-
hausted, but they keep going.”

Kelly Maxwell, an Oklahoma
State transfer, was named Most
Outstanding Player. The gradu-
ate student went 3-0 with a save
at the World Series, allowing

seven earned runs in 27 innings.

She was criticized for trans-
ferring to Oklahoma State’s big-
gest rival, but she feels it was
worth it.

“Ireceived alot of hate, alot of
doubt,” Maxwell said. “But I'm
just thankful for these girls and
this team and this staff, just to
pick me up and have my back.”

Second-seeded = Oklahoma
(89-7) scored eight runs in each
of the two games against top-
seeded Texas and pounded 21
hits total.
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White Sox suffer their 14th straight loss

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Jarren Duran
and Enmanuel Valdez ho-
mered, Tanner Houck pitched
seven solid innings and the Bos-
ton Red Sox handed the White
Sox their franchise-record 14th
straight loss, beating Chicago
14-2 on Thursday night.

The White Sox surpassed a
mark set by the 1924 team while
extending baseball’s longest
slide this season. They are ama-
jor league-worst 15-48.

Duran and Ceddanne Rafaela
each had four of Boston’s sea-
son-high 24 hits. Duran got the
rout started with his third ca-
reer leadoff homer.

Valdez added a three-run
drive against White Sox starter
Jake Woodford (0-2) in the
fourth and Boston scored four in
the inning to go up 7-0. Pinch
hitter Jamie Westbrook hit his
first major league homer in the
seventh, and the Red Sox rolled
to another easy win after beat-
ing Atlanta 9-0 on Wednesday.

Houck (6-S) gave up two runs
and three hits, and struck out
nine without a walk.

Blue Jays 6, Orioles 5: Vladi-
mir Guerrero Jr. hit a three-run
home run, Yusei Kikuchi
pitched six innings to snap a
seven-start winless streak and
host Toronto beat Baltimore to
split their four-game series.

Adley Rutschman homered
from both sides of the plate, but
the Orioles lost their second
straight game.

Rutschman hit a solo homer
off the left-handed Kikuchi
(3-5) inthe sixth inning and add-
ed a two-run blast off righty
Zach Pop in the eighth.

Kikuchi allowed one run and
four hits. He walked one and
struck out six.

Royals 6, Guardians 5: Kyle
Isbel hit a tiebreaking RBI sin-
gle in the eighth inning that
scored Adam Frazier and visit-
ing Kansas City beat AL Cen-
tral-leading Cleveland.

Frazier doubled off Hunter
Gaddis (3-2) with two outs and
Isbel followed with a liner to

right, giving Kansas City a split
of the two-game series. The
clubs were rained out on
Wednesday.

The Royals pulled four games
behind Cleveland in the divi-
sion, winning for the third time
in 10 games since May 25. Sam
Long (1-1) pitched a scoreless
seventh and James McArthur
picked up his 12th save in 16
chances.

Mariners 2, Athletics O:
Bryan Woo and three relievers
combined on a two-hit shutout,
and visiting Seattle beat Oak-
land.

Woo, who grew up 10 minutes
away from the Coliseum in Ala-
meda, Calif., allowed two hits
and struck out six in six innings.
The 24-year-old threw a season-
high 85 pitches and didn’t walk
a batter while being cheered by
friends and family in the stands.

Mitch Garver homered and
had an RBI single for the AL
West-leading Mariners, who
have won nine of 11.

Braves 5, Nationals 2: Adam
Duvall homered in the seventh
inning for visiting Atlanta,
which has won three of four.

Rookie Mitchell Parker took a
no-hitter into the sixth for
Washington, which has dropped
four in a row and scored just six
runs over its past three games.

The Braves took the lead
against Washington reliever
Hunter Harvey (2-2). Ozzie Al-
bies doubled into the corner in
right, then came around when
Riley lined a single to center to
make it 3-2.

A pitch later, Ozuna ripped
Harvey’s slider to deep left-cen-
ter for his NL-leading 18th home
run. Since the start of the 2021
season, Ozuna has hit 14 home
runsin 37 games against the Na-
tionals.

Aaron Bummer (2-2) pitched
a scoreless seventh for Atlanta
and Raisel Iglesias handled the
ninth for his 16th save in 18 op-
portunities.

Reds 8, Cubs 4: Elly De La
Cruz hit a three-run homer on
the anniversary of his major-

league debut and host Cincinna-
ti won a season-high fifth
straight game with the victory.

TJ Friedl, Jonathan India and
Will Benson also drove in runs
as the Reds followed a three-
game sweep in Colorado with a
win over NL Central rival Chi-
cago in the first of a four-game
series.

Hunter Greene (4-2) struck
out eight while allowing four
runs and five hits in 6% innings.
Three Reds relievers combined
to keep the Cubs hitless the rest
of the way, with closer Alexis
Diaz issuing a walk before strik-
ing out three batters to end it.

Cubs starter Javier Assad
(4-2) allowed five runs and sev-
en hits in 5% innings with seven
strikeouts and two walks.

Dodgers 11, Pirates 7: Moo-
kie Betts, Freddie Freeman and
Teoscar Hernandez homered
and visiting Los Angeles avoid-
ed a three-game sweep.

Freeman hit a three-run shot
in the first for his eighth home
run of the season. Betts added a
three-run shot of his own during
a six-run fifth inning as Los An-
geles beat Pittsburgh for just
the sixth time in their past 16
meetings despite a relatively
quiet night from Shohei Ohtani,
who went 1 for 6 with a run
scored.

Hernandez finished with
three hits, including a go-ahead
home run in the fifth off Bailey
Falter (3-3). Miguel Rojas add-
ed three hits and drove in a pair
of runs as the high-powered
Dodgers generated a little bit of
momentum ahead of a three-
game interleague series in the
Bronx this weekend against the
New York Yankees.

Michael Grove (3-2) pitched
two scoreless innings in relief of
an ineffective Walker Buehler.

Rockies 3, Cardinals 2: Mi-
chael Toglia and Charlie Black-
mon each drove in a run and vis-
iting Colorado snapped a five-
game losing streak with a win
over St. Louis in the first of a
four-game series.

Cal Quantrill (5-4) did not

give up a run despite walking
four and allowing three hits in
five innings. Tyler Kinley al-
lowed a single but struck out
Nolan Gorman to end the game
and pick up his third save this
season.

Sonny Gray (7-4) lasted 4% in-
nings for the Cardinals, who
stranded 10 runners and have
dropped five of their past seven
games after going on a 12-3 run.

Yankees 8, Twins 5: Trent
Grisham homered and had
three RBIs, doubling his totals
in both categories, and host New
York completed a season sweep
of Minnesota with a victory for
their eighth straight win.

New York slugger Juan Soto
was removed with left forearm
discomfort following a S6-min-
ute rain delay before the sixth
inning.

Gleyber Torres bounced a
two-run double inside first base
for the Yankees (45-19), who
broke a tie with Philadelphia for
the best record in the majors.
They moved to 25-6 in the past
31 games and extended their
longest winning streak since a
nine-game run in June 2022.

Diamondbacks 4, Padres 3:
Eugenio Suarez and Gabriel
Moreno hit consecutive home
runs in the second inning, Ketel
Marte singled in the go-ahead
run in the seventh and visiting
Arizona beat San Diego for their
fifth victory in six games.

The Padres had plenty of
scoring chances, including in
the eighth when pinch-hitter
Manny Machado grounded out
with runners on second and
third and two outs. Machado
didn’t start a night after leaving
a game at Anaheim with what
was described as a mild hip
flexor strain.

Fernando Tatis Jr. singled,
doubled and singled in his first
three at-bats to tie the Padres’
record with hits in eight straight
at-bats.

Kevin Ginkel (5-1) got the win
and Jeremiah Estrada (2-1) took
the loss. Paul Sewald pitched
the ninth for his seventh save.
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NBA's Silver talks media rights deals

Associated Press

BOSTON — Getting the
NBA’s next round of media
rights deals completed is an ex-
tremely complex proposition,
Commissioner Adam Silver
said Thursday, especially be-
cause nobody can say with any
certainty what the viewing
landscape will look like in the
future.

Silver, speaking in his annual
pre-NBA Finals news confe-
rence, did not offer any hints on
when the next series of deals
will be completed, other than
saying “in the relative near
term.”

The current deals with ABC-
ESPN and Turner Sports expire
after next season and the NBA
has been talking with NBC,
ESPN and Amazon, among oth-
er networks and platforms,
about what comes next.

“It’s complicated for several
reasons,” Silver said. “One is
the advent of new platforms,

particularly streaming and the
interest of streaming compa-
nies and in the traditional media
companies also carrying our
games on streaming platforms.
It’s complicated because with
multiple partners, all seeking
similar assets in many cases,
you’re just figuring out the right
way to balance those games as
they go to different partners.”

The expectations, from net-
works and others involved in
the process, is that the new
agreements will be for 11 years
and could exceed $70 billion in
total value.

Those would smash the exist-
ing norms for both value and
deal length; the current one is
nine years, $24 billion.

“We tend to do long-term
deals,” Silver said. “We think
that’s good for the stability of
the league. Butit meansto a cer-
tain extent you’re trying to pre-
dict the future, which is of
course impossible. Part of it is a

bet on the partners that we’ll ul-
timately align with and their
ability also to adjust the times
and their willingness to contin-
ue to invest in media and to be-
come global, which is very im-
portant to the league as well.”

What remains most unclear is
how, or if, Turner will remain
involved with the NBA when the
new deals get struck.

Warner Bros. Discovery CEO
David Zaslav sounded an omi-
nous note in late 2022, saying
that Turner and WBD “don’t
have to have the NBA” once
their current deal expires.

If WBD is not part of the next
deals, one of the most recogniz-
able changes for fans could be
the demise of the highly popular
“Inside the NBA” program fea-
turing former NBA stars
Charles Barkley, Shaquille
O’Neal and Kenny Smith.

“That show, in particular, is
special,” Silver said.

When the deals get done —

whether it’s in the coming days,
weeks or even months — it
would clear the way for the next
major item on the NBA’s to-do
list, that being expansion.

Silver has been very clear on
the order of his top agenda
items in recent seasons, those
being preserving labor peace
(which was achieved with the
new Collective Bargaining
Agreement) and getting a new
media deal (talks ongoing).
Then the league, at some point,
will turn its attention toward
adding new franchises.

“By turning to expansion, it
doesn’t mean that we’re going to
announce that now we’re ready
to add teams,” Silver said. “It
means that there will be a com-
mittee of NBA governors that
will focus on it. ... I actually am
looking forward to that. I think
the league, it’s not preordained
that we will expand this time,
but I know there’s an enormous
amount of interest out there.”

French tennis federation embraces pickleball, padel

Associated Press

PARIS — Amélie Mauresmo
removed her black blazer and
prepared to get into the swing of
things on the grounds of the
French Open. Tennis, anyone?
Nope, not on this day.

Instead of a racket, Maures-
mo — a two-time major cham-
pion and former No. 1-ranked
tennis player — was holding a
paddle Thursday and giving
pickleball a whirl for the first
time.

She was taking part in a dem-
onstration on one of three tem-
porary courts at Roland Garros
set up atop a patch of red clay
used last week for the Grand
Slam event she oversees as tour-
nament director.

Let other folks fret about
whether tennis might lose ath-
letes and audiences to pickle-
ball or padel. The people in

charge of tennis in France are
embracing those other racket-
adjacent sports, figuring, essen-
tially: The more, the merrier.
The French tennis federation
(FFT) officially brought pickle-
ball under its umbrella and is
seeking government approval
to hold a sanctioned national
championship.

“Im not sure it’s the same
crowd that are doing these dif-
ferent sports,” Mauresmo said.
“And if you put it in a tennis
club, that means people might
come to play pickleball, but then
they see tennis and it can maybe
attract new people.”

About 4'2 hours before Iga
Swiatek and Coco Gauff met in
the French Open women’s
semifinals, Mauresmo and
Gilles Moretton, the president
of the FFT, took part in a hit-
and-giggle session at what nor-

mally is Court S, a 263-capacity
arena that is among the smallest
at Roland Garros. There are tall
pines and buildings visible be-
hind one end of the court; the fa-
cility’s main stadium, Court
Philippe Chatrier, behind the
other.

“I didn’t really know what to
expect. I haven’t watched pick-
leball on TV,” Mauresmo said.
“You can have fun quite quickly
in this sport. The rules are just a
little bit different, so you have to
adjust, but it doesn’t take very
long to do that.”

Fans were encouraged to give
pickleball a try as part of a pro-
motional effort similar to what
the FFT did two years ago with
padel, which joined the federa-
tion a decade ago.

“We want people to come and
enjoy and do exercise for health.
Tennis is a difficult sport, and

sometimes you need to enjoy
and learn something quickly —
and padel or pickleball is much
easier for most people,” Moret-
ton said.

Unlike Mauresmo, he’d tried
pickleball before.

“You have to get used to the
rules — I didn’t know all the
rules at the beginning — but
then it’s much easier than ten-
nis,” Moretton said. “So I think
pickleball is going to be big in
France.”

Perhaps. There’s some work
to be done, though.

He said there are about 300
pickleball courts in the country,
and about 34,000 tennis courts.
But Moretton expects that to
grow, and quickly, much in the
same way tennis and basketball
courts are giving way to pickle-
ball setups across the United
States.
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