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Sentencing, appeal next after Trump conviction

The Washington Post

After his criminal conviction,
Donald Trump faces uncertainty
about whether he could be sen-
tenced to prison — and a looming
fight to have the former presi-
dent’s verdict overturned on ap-
peal.

Pivotal proceedings remain
ahead for Trump after a New
York jury convicted him Thurs-
day. It’s unclear how his convic-
tion and potential sentence may
influence the presidential cam-
paign, and the appeals process is
expected to stretch well beyond
Election Day on Nov. S.

The first step for Trump is his
sentencing, which New York Su-
preme Court Justice Juan Mer-
chan scheduled for July 11. The
judge, who oversaw Trump’s
trial, will also decide his punish-
ment. Potential sentencesinclude
up to four years in prison, home
confinement, probation or a fine.

Trump was convicted on all 34
felony counts of falsifying busi-
ness records in connection with a
hush money payment made to
Stormy Daniels, an adult-film ac-
tress, ahead of the 2016 presiden-
tial election to keep her quiet
about a sexual encounter she has
said they had years earlier.
Trump, the presumptive GOP
presidential nominee this year,
has denied they had sex.

Before Merchanmakes any de-
cision on Trump’s punishment,
prosecutors and defense attor-
neys can lobby for a particular
sentence. Trump is also required
toreporttothe New York City De-
partment of Probation for an in-
terview, where he will be quizzed
about his personal history and
mental health, before that depart-
ment provides Merchan with a
presentencing report.

The felonies Trump was con-
victed of could carry a sentence of

16 months to four years in prison.
Merchan could also fine Trump
or sentence him to house arrest or
probation, which would require
him to seek approval from a pro-
bation officer before traveling out
of the state.

Legal experts have been skep-
tical that the former president
would face incarceration, noting
his age — he will turn 78 on June
14 — and lack of any prior crimi-
nal record. Those factors, com-
bined with his conviction of non-
violent Class E felonies—the low-
est level in New York — would
typically make him an unlikely
candidate for prison time, said
Matthew Galluzzo, a New York
defense attorney and former
prosecutor in Manhattan.

Even if Trump is sentenced to
prison, it is not clear he would
servetime soon—oratall, Galluz-
zo said. He noted that Trump’s at-
torneys are likely to seek to have

any sentence delayed until after
appeals conclude, which would
almost certainly not happen until
after the November election.

The Republican National Con-
ventionis scheduled to begin days
after Trump’s sentencing, at
which point the party is set to for-
mally nominate him for president.
His conviction and any potential
sentence donot alter his eligibility
for office. His punishment could
influence his ability tovote in Flor-
ida, where he is a resident, though
Trump would only be barred from
voting there if he is behind bars
when it was time to cast a ballot.

Once the sentence is handed
down, the clock begins ticking on
Trump’sexpected appeal. InNew
York, appeals in criminal cases
can only take place after sentenc-
ing. Trump said Friday morning
that his side would be appealing
the verdict “on so many different
things.”

Former top Navy chief arrested in bribery scheme

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A former vice chief of
naval operations faces up to 30 years in prison
after being arrested Friday along with two
business executives on criminal charges in-
volving a U.S. government contract bribery
scheme, the Justice Department announced.

Retired Adm. Robert Burke, 62, of Coconut
Creek, Fla.,isaccused of having been involved
in the scheme from 2020 to 2022, according to
anindictment unsealed Friday. Burke was the
40th vice chief of naval operations from June
2019 until June 2020 and concurrently served
as commander of U.S. Naval Forces Europe
and Affrica from 2020 until his retirement in
2022, according to his service biography.

Business executives Yongchul “Charlie”
Kim and Meghan Messenger of New York
were also arrested. They are the co-CEOs of a
company referred to as “Company A” in the
indictment. A website for a technology and

services company called NextJumpidentifies
aCharlie Kim and aMeghan Messenger as co-
CEOs.

All three were charged with bribery and
conspiracy to commit bribery. Burke is also
charged with performing acts affecting a per-
sonal financial interest and concealing mate-
rial facts from the United States, the Justice
Department said.

Burke could face up to 30 years in prison,
while Kim and Messenger each face up to 20
years.

Company A provided a workforce training
pilotprogramtoa ‘“small component of the Na-
vy” from August 2018 to July 2019, according
to the Justice Department. The Navy termi-
nated the contract with the company inlate Ju-
ly and directed Company A not to contact
Burke.

“At the meeting, the charged defendants al-
legedly agreed that Burke would use his posi-
tion as a Navy admiral to steer a sole-source

contract to Company A in exchange for future
employment at the company,” the Justice De-
partmentsaid. “They allegedly further agreed
that Burke would use his official position toin-
fluence other Navy officers to award another
contract to Company A to train a large portion
of the Navy with a value Kim allegedly esti-
mated to be ‘triple-digit millions.””

Burkein December 2021 ordered his staffto
award a contract to Company A to train per-
sonnel under his command in Italy and Spain.
Company A carried out the training in Janu-
ary 2022, according to the Justice Depart-
ment.

“To conceal the scheme, Burke allegedly
made several false and misleading statements
tothe Navy, including by creating the false ap-
pearance that Burke played no role in issuing
the contract and falsely implying that Compa-
ny A’s employment discussions with Burke
only began months after the contract was
awarded,” the Justice Department said.
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101st Airborne honors D-Day with drill

By PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

CARENTAN-LES-MARAIS, France —
Soldiers with the U.S. Army’s101st Airborne
Division commemorating the impending
80th anniversary of D-Day jumped out of
helicopters Sunday and attacked mock tar-
gets in a display that showcased the present
while paying homage to the past.

The air assault drill was held in Carentan,
France, where on June 6,1944, paratroopers
from the 101st arrived to liberate the town
and provide vital supportto the Allies’ beach
landings.

Carentan annually celebrates the division
with a parachute show, and this year, the
101st decided to participate in the D-Day
commemorative events by displaying its
current capabilities.

“We think it’s worth highlighting how we
have advanced since the early stages of air-
borne development,” said Lt. Col. Erik Nor-
man, the commander of 3rd Battalion, 187th
Infantry Regiment, who helped organize the
demonstration.

Inthe 1970s, the unit was designated as an
air assault division, meaning its soldiers no
longer parachute. Today, the 101st can deliv-
er an entire brigade hundreds of miles be-
hind enemy lines by helicopter, according to
the unit’s leadership.

On Sunday, SO soldiers were unloaded
from four helicopters before breaking into
an enemy camp. Minutes later, another hel-
icopter delivered supplies by sling load.
Drones were also used for reconnaissance.

In addition to highlighting the advances
and honoring the sacrifices of earlier sol-
diers, the event showed support for the val-
ues they fought for, Norman said.

“It’s important that we come together on
this piece of terrain to reaffirm our commit-
ment to those values, freedom and democra-
cy, particularly now when aggressors
worldwide are threatening those,” he said.

Inpast years, more veterans were on hand
to recount their memories of D-Day. But
with a dwindling number of them still alive,
organizers in Normandy have been looking
at new commemoration operations.

Maj. Gen. Brett Sylvia, commander of the
101st Airborne Division, said this was a ma-
jorfactorinthe extentofits participation this
year.

“It’s about ensuring that we maintain this
connection between the 101st and Norman-
dy for the future,” Sylvia said.

After participating in the air assault drill,
1st Lt. Jason Rogers said the link feels strong
despite the drastic differences between
World War II and today.

“What we do, even if it’s not the same, it’s
still demonstrating that we remember histo-
ry and that we care about the community
here, too,” Rogers said.

In 2022, following Russia’sinvasion of Uk-
raine, members of the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion deployed to Europe to assure NATO al-
lies and deter Russian aggression on the
Continent, marking the division’s first Euro-
pean deployment in nearly 80 years.

“The division is still here, still protecting
us in Europe” Denis van den Brink, a con-
sultant who works with Carentan officials on
their D-Day events, said Sunday.

North Korean leader supervised
‘super-large’ rocket launch drill

Coast Guard doesn’t appeal
ruling on forced retirement

By Davip CHot
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — North Korea’s leader
oversaw a “super-large” multi-
ple launch rocket drill on
Thursday, an act the United
States, South Korea and Japan
described as short-range ballis-
tic missile testing.

Kim Jong Un supervised the
drill that used 600 mm artillery
rockets to hit a maritime target
225 miles from Pyongyang,
well within range of Seoul, ac-
cording to a Friday report by
the state-run Korean Central
News Agency. The drill aimed
to ensure “the sovereignty and
security of the state with pow-
erful and overwhelming means
of war,” it said. Photos released
by KCNA show at least 18
launchers firing simultaneous-
ly as Kim watched.

South Korea’s military char-
acterizes those rockets as short-
range ballistic missiles due to
their large, 600 mm size com-
pared to conventional artillery.

Seoul said at least 10 ballistic
missiles were fired from Py-
ongyang at 6:14 a.m. Thursday
that flew 217 miles before
splashing down in the East Sea,
better known as the Sea of Ja-
pan.

U.S. Indo-Pacific Command
issued a statement Thursday
saying the weapons used tech-
nology that violated U.N. Secur-
ity Council resolutions prohib-
iting North Korea from testing
ballistic missiles.

In a related story, North Ko-
rea also floated about 720 more
balloons carrying bags of trash
and manure over several South
Korean provinces over the
weekend.

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Nearly 250 Coast Guard mem-
bers who were unlawfully forced
into retirement under the guise of
aforcereduction could beentitled
to millions of dollars in back pay
and benefits, according to afeder-
al court decision.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit in March
upheld a lower court’s 2021 deci-
sion that the Coast Guard’s use of
whatit called performance-based
panels to thin the upper enlisted
ranks violated federallaw and the
due-process afforded troops
when separated from the service.
The Coast Guard had until Thurs-
day to appeal to the Supreme
Court but did not, said Nathan
Mammen, the attorney who filed
the suitin 2018.

Now the Coast Guard must pro-

vide back pay and benefits to six
retired service members named
inthe suit. Mammen said he plans
toask the courttoensure the other
237 members whosigned ontothe
lawsuit receive the same.

The Coast Guard referred
comment on the lawsuit to the
Justice Department. The Justice
Department declined comment.

The lawsuit stemmed from a
2010 Coast Guard decision to re-
balance the force, according to
court documents. At the time, se-
nior enlisted members could re-
enlistindefinitely and many were
staying for a full 30-year career.
The service felt this limited pro-
motion opportunities for lower
enlisted members, so it held Ac-
tive Duty Enlisted Career Reten-
tion Screening Panels and re-
moved more than 800 members
as a “reduction in force.”

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Ist astronaut flight
for Boeing aborted

Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —
Last-minute computer trouble
nixed Saturday’s launch at-
tempt for Boeing’s first astro-
naut flight, the latest in a string
of delays over the years.

Two NASA astronauts were
strapped in the company’s Star-
liner capsule when the count-
down automatically was halted
at 3 minutes and S0 seconds by
the computer system that con-
trols the final minutes before
liftoff.

With only a split second to
take off, there was no time to
work on the latest problem and
the launch was called off.

Technicians raced to the pad
to help astronauts Butch Wil-
more and Suni Williams out of
the capsule atop the fully fueled
Atlas V rocket at Cape Canaver-
al Space Force Station. Within
an hour of the launch abort, the
hatch was reopened.

The team can’t get to the com-
puters to troubleshoot the prob-
lem until the rocket is drained of
all its fuel, said Tory Bruno,
CEO for the rocket maker, Unit-
ed Launch Alliance.

Bruno said one of the three re-

dundant computers located
near the rocket at the pad was
sluggish.

All three must work properly

to proceed with a launch, he
said.

Depending on what needs to
be fixed, the next launch at-
tempt could be as early as
Wednesday. If it doesn’t blast
off this week, then that would be
it until mid-June in order to
move the rocket off the pad and
replace batteries.

“This is the business that
we’re in,” Boeing’s Mark Nappi
said. “Everything’s got to work
perfectly.”

It was the second launch at-
tempt. The first try on May 6
was delayed for leak checks and
rocket repairs.

NASA wants a backup to
SpaceX, which has been flying
astronauts since 2020.

Boeing should have launched
its first crew around the same
time as SpaceX, but its first test
flight with no one on board in
2019 was plagued by severe
software issues and never made
it to the space station.

“Of course, this is emotionally
disappointing,” NASA astro-
naut Mike Fincke, the backup
pilot, said from neighboring
Kennedy Space Center shortly
after the countdown was halted.

But he said delays are part of
spaceflight. “We’re going to
have a great launch in our fu-
ture.”

Water service disruption
causes mayhem in Atlanta

Associated Press

Atlanta officials were slowly
repressuring the city’s water
system Saturday after corrod-
ing water pipes burst in down-
town and Midtown, forcing
many businesses and attrac-
tions to close and affecting wa-
ter service in area homes.

The city was handing out cas-
es of water and setting up por-
table toilets at several fire sta-
tions and first responders were
checking high rise residences to
see if the elderly or other vul-
nerable residents were OK.

“Water is a valuable, critical
resource and cities can’t func-
tion and lives can’t function
without it,” Mayor Andre Dick-
ens said during a news confe-
rence Saturday. “It’s absolutely
at the top of our list.”

The problems began Friday
when water gushed into the
street where three large water
mains intersect downtown,
causing water problems at two
hospitals, a city jail, a county jail
and local shelters. A separate
break occurred later in Mid-
town, adding to the problem.

Officials were widely criti-
cized for being slow to update
citizens on the situation. The
city and its water management
department sent out an update
after 8 p.m. Friday and waited
more than 12 hours to update
residents again. Dickens didn’t
address the media until 2 p.m.

Saturday and explained he was
in Memphis when the problem
began.

Someone in the affected area
posted flyers around the neigh-
borhood asking “Don’t have wa-
ter?” and “Help us find our
mayor.”

Dickens promised updates
every two hours until the situa-
tion is resolved.

“Overnight, we did not do the
best job of communicating. We
could have done a better job
over the past day, and for that, I
apologize,” he said.

A boil-water order was still in
effect Saturday for a large
swath of metro Atlanta. Resi-
dents were asked to restrict wa-
ter usage to allow the pressure
in the system to rebuild.

“Certainly we understand the
urgency of getting water ser-
vice restored, but we also want
to make sure we do it in a man-
ner that does not cause any fur-
ther regression of our work,”
Atlanta Department of Wa-
tershed Management Commis-
sioner Al Wiggins Jr. said dur-
ing a Saturday news confe-
rence. “Any water utility, it’s a
fragile setup.”

He said he hoped service
would be fully restored Satur-
day, but could not guarantee it.

Some attractions and busi-
nesses, including the Georgia
Aquarium, remained closed
Saturday.

University withholds 4 diplomas due to encampment

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Dozens of stu-
dents protesting the war in Gaza
walked out of the University of
Chicago’s commencement Sat-
urday as the school withheld the
diplomas of four seniors over
their involvement with a pro-
Palestinian encampment.

The disruption to the rainy
two-hour outdoor ceremony
was brief, with shouts, boos and
calls to “Stop Genocide.” A

crowd of students walked out
between speeches, and a dem-
onstration followed the official
ceremony.

Some chanted as they held
Palestinian flags, while others
donned traditional Kkaffiyeh,
black and white checkered
scarves.

Four graduating seniors, in-
cluding Youssef Haweh, were
informed by email in recent
days that their degrees would be

withheld pending a disciplinary
process related to complaints
about the encampment, accord-
ing to student group UChicago
United for Palestine.

“My diploma doesn’t matter
when there are people in Pales-
tine and in Gaza that will never
walk a stage again, who will
never receive a diploma. What
about them? Who’s going to fight
for them?” Haweh said in a Sat-
urday statement.

University officials acknowl-
edged the walkout, saying the
school is “committed to uphold-
ing the rights of students to ex-
press a wide range of views,” ac-
cording to a statement.

Thousands of students and
faculty members have signed a
petition calling for the universi-
ty to grant the degrees, while
more than a dozen Chicago City
Council members have penned
a letter asking for the same.
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Energy shutdowns hit Ukraine after attack

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — UKraine
imposed emergency power
shutdowns in most of the coun-
try on Sunday, a day after Rus-
sia unleashed large-scale at-
tacks on energy infrastructure
and claimed it made gains in
the eastern Donetsk province.

The shutdowns were in
place in all but three regions of
Ukraine following Saturday’s
drone and missile attack on
energy targets that injured at
least 19 people.

Ukraine’s state-owned pow-
er grid operator Ukrenergo
said the shutdowns affected
both industrial and household
consumers.

Sustained Russian attacks

on Ukraine’s power grid in re-
cent weeks have forced the
government to institute na-
tionwide rolling blackouts.
Without adequate air defenses
to counter assaults and allow
for repairs, though, the shor-
tages could still worsen as
need spikes in late summer
and the bitter-cold winter.

Among the most significant
recent strikes were an April
barrage that damaged Kyiv’s
largest thermal power plant
and a massive attack on May 8
that targeted power genera-
tion and transmission facilities
in several regions.

Following Saturday’s bar-
rage, Ukraine’s air force said
Sunday that air defenses had

shot down all 25 drones
launched overnight.

Russia claimed Sunday that
it had taken control of the vil-
lage of Umanske in the partial-
ly Russian-occupied Donetsk
region.

Russia’s coordinated new
offensive has centered on Uk-
raine’s northeastern Kharkiv
region, but seems to include
testing Ukrainian defenses in
Donetsk farther south, while
also launching incursions in
the northern Sumy and Cher-
nihiv regions.

In Russia, six people were
injured in shelling in the city
of Shebekino in the Belgorod
region bordering Ukraine, re-
gional Gov. Vyacheslav Glad-

kov said Sunday. He also said
that a local official, the deputy
head of the Korochansky dis-
trict, had been killed by “det-
onation of ammunition.” He
gave no details.

In the neighboring Kursk re-
gion, three people were in-
jured Sunday when an explo-
sive device was dropped from
a drone, according to acting
regional head Alexey Smir-
nov.

Speaking at Asia’s premier
security conference in Singa-
pore, Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy accused
China on Sunday of helping
Russia to disrupt an upcoming
Swiss-organized peace confe-
rence on the war in Ukraine.

Strain rises for Netanyahu
after Biden’s Gaza proposal

Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — Israel’s
prime minister faced growing
pressure Saturday after Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced a pro-
posed agreement to end the fight-
ing in Gaza, with many Israelis
urging Benjamin Netanyahu to
embrace the deal but far-right al-
lies threatening to collapse his
government if he does.

Netanyahu called a permanent
cease-fire in Gaza a “nonstarter”
until long-standing conditions for
ending the war are met, appear-
ing to undermine the proposal
that Biden described as an Israeli
one.

A huge demonstration in Israel
on Saturday night, led by families
of hostages held by Hamas, urged
the government to act now.

Mediators the U.S., Egypt and
Qatar pressed Israel and Hamas,
saying the proposed deal “offersa
road map for a permanent cease-
fire and ending the crisis” and
gives immediate relief to both
hostages and Gaza residents.

But far-right Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich and Minister of
National Security Itamar Ben

Gvir said they would break up the
government if it takes the deal.

That could expose Netanyahu
tonew elections, scrutiny over se-
curity failures that led to the war
and —ifhe loses the prime minis-
ter post — prosecution on long-
standing corruption charges.

Netanyahu’s statement said
that “Israel’s conditions for end-
ing the war have not changed: the
destruction of Hamas’ military
and governing capabilities, the
freeing of all hostages and ensur-
ing that Gaza no longer poses a
threattoIsrael. Underthe propos-
al, Israel will continue to insist
these conditions are met before a
permanent cease-fire is put in
place.”

In a separate statement, Neta-
nyahu accepted an invitation
from U.S. congressional leaders
to deliver an address at the Capi-
tol. No date has been set.

Biden on Friday asserted that
Hamas militants are “no longer
capable” of carrying out a large-
scale attack on Israel like the one
onOct.7.Heurged Israel and Ha-
mas to agree to release about 100
remaining hostages.

Ahmadinejad,
leader, to run

Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates — Iran’s hard-line former
President Mahmoud Ahmadi-
nejad registered Sunday as a
possible candidate for the presi-
dential election, seeking to re-
gain the country’s top political
position after a helicopter crash
killed the nation’s president.

The populist former leader’s
registration puts pressure on
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. In office, Ahmadi-
nejad openly challenged the 85-
year-old cleric, and his attempt
to run in 2021 was barred by au-
thorities.

The firebrand, Holocaust-
questioning politician’s return
comes at a time of heightened
tensions between Iran and the
West over Tehran’s rapidly ad-
vancing nuclear program, its
arming of Russia in its war on
Ukraine and its wide-reaching
crackdowns on dissent. Mean-
while, Iran’s support of militia
proxy forces throughout the
wider Mideast have been in in-
creased focus as Yemen’s
Houthi rebels attack shipsin the

former Iran
for president

Red Sea over the Israel-Hamas
war in the Gaza Strip.

Ahmadinejad is the most
prominent candidate to register
so far. Speaking after his regis-
tration, he vowed to seek “con-
structive engagement” with the
world and improve economic
relations with all nations.

“The economic, political, cul-
tural and security problems are
beyond the situation in 2013,”
Ahmadinejad said, referring to
the year he left the presidency
after two terms.

After speaking to journalists
in front of a bank of 50-odd mi-
crophones, Ahmadinejad said,
his finger in the air: “Long live
the spring, long live Iran!”

Before his arrival at Iran’s In-
terior Ministry, his supporters
chanted and waved Iranian
flags. They quickly surrounded
Ahmadinejad, 67, shouting:
“God is the greatest!”

An election is planned June
28 to replace Khamenei’s hard-
line protégé President Ebrahim
Raisi, who died in a helicopter
crash in May along with seven
other people.
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2 new giant pandas
heading to Washington

D WASHINGTON —

Two giant pandas
are coming to Washington’s Na-
tional Zoo from China by the
end of the year.

The zoo made the announce-
ment Wednesday, about half a
year after it sent its three pan-
das back to China.

The Smithsonian’s National
Zoo and Conservation Biology
Institute said the pair of pandas
are Bao Li (pronounced BOW’-
lee) and Qing Bao (ching-
BOW’). Giant pandas are icons
in Washington, D.C., and be-
loved around the nation and the
world. For more than five dec-
ades, the institute has created
and maintained one of the
world’s foremost giant panda
conservation programs, helping
move the panda from “endan-
gered” to “vulnerable” on the
global list of species at risk of
extinction.

This news comes just six
months after giant pandas Tian
Tian, Mei Xiang and their cub,
Xiao Qi Ji, went to China last
November.

Clerk in Murdaugh trial
cited for ethics violations

s COLUMBIA —
South Carolina offi-
cials have filed 76 counts of eth-
ics violations against the court
clerk who handled the Alex
Murdaugh murder trial.

The 25 pages of allegations
accuse former Colleton County
Clerk of Court Becky Hill of al-
lowing a photo of Murdaugh in a
holding cell to be taken to pro-
mote her book on the trial, giv-
ing herself bonuses, and using

county money to buy dozens of
lunches for her staff, prosecu-
tors and a vendor.

Hill also struck a deal with a
documentary maker to use the
county courtroom in exchange
for promoting her book on the
trial, which she later admitted
had plagiarized passages, ac-
cording to the recent South Car-
olina Ethics Commission com-
plaint.

The commission will hold a
hearing similar to a trial in De-
cember on the accusations un-
less Hill and her lawyer settle
the case before then.

New law will criminalize
approaching police

BATON ROUGE —

Critics of a new Loui-
siana law, which makes it a
crime to approach within 25 feet
of a police officer under certain
circumstances, fear that the
measure could hinder the pub-
lic’s ability to film officers — a
tool that has increasingly been
used to hold police accountable.

Under the law, anyone who is
convicted of “knowingly or in-
tentionally” approaching an of-
ficer, who is “lawfully engaged
in the execution of his official
duties,” and after being ordered
to “stop approaching or retreat”
faces up to a $500 fine, up to 60
days in jail or both. The law was
signed by Gov. Jeff Landry, a
Republican, Tuesday and goes
into effect Aug. 1.

While the legislation’s lan-
guage does not specifically
mention filming, critics say that
by default it would limit how
close a person can be to observe
police. Opponents have also
gone further to question the
law’s constitutionality, saying it

couldimpede on a person’s First
Amendment rights.

Tth-grader from Fla. wins
National Spelling Bee

M OXON HILL —

Bruhat Soma was
unbeatable before he arrived at
the Scripps National Spelling
Bee, and neither the dictionary,
nor his competitors, nor a light-
ning-round tiebreaker chal-
lenged him on the way to victo-

Bruhat spelled 29 words cor-
rectly in the tiebreaker, beating
Faizan Zaki by nine, to win the
title on Thursday night. He re-
ceives a trophy and more than
$50,000 in cash and prizes.

The 12-year-old seventh-
grader from Tampa, Fla., had
won three consecutive bees be-
fore arriving at a convention
center outside Washington for
the most prestigious spelling
competition in the English lan-
guage.

With his victory Thursday,
Bruhat takes home more than
$50,000 in cash and prizes.

‘Real consequences’
urged for rowdy teens

N ATLANTIC CITY —
New Jersey’s state-
wide police union said last week
there needs to be “real conse-
quences” for drunken, rowdy
teens and adults who create
mayhem in public places fol-
lowing a series of disturbances
at Jersey Shore towns over the
Memorial Day weekend that in-
cluded the stabbing of a teen.
Peter Andreyev, president of
the New Jersey State Police-
mens’ Benevolent Association,
issued a statement calling for
changes in laws and procedures

governing how police interact
with disorderly teens and young
adults. His statement followed a
wave of disorderly juveniles
and young adults that over-
whelmed police capabilities in
Wildwood on May 26, leading
the city to close and clear the
boardwalk temporarily.

Ocean City suffered its sec-
ond consecutive Memorial Day
weekend of disruptions, with
numerous fights, disturbances
and the stabbing of a 15-year-
old boy. He is recovering from
non-life-threatening wounds.

Hyundai, suppliers cited
over child employment

A MONTGOMERY —

The U.S. Department
of Labor wants a federal judge
to prevent Hyundai and two oth-
er Alabama companies from
what the government contends
is the illegal employment of
children.

The complaint filed Thursday
follows an investigation by the
department’s Wage and Hour
Division that found a 13-year-
old worked between S0 and 60
hours a week operating ma-
chines on an assembly line that
formed sheet metal into auto
body parts.

The defendants include Hy-
undai Motor Manufacturing
Alabama LLC, SMART Alaba-
ma LLC and Best Practice Ser-
vice LLC. The lawsuit said it
seeks to end the use of child la-
bor and require that the compa-
nies give up profits linked to the
alleged practice.

Hyundai said in a statement
that it cooperated fully with the
Labor Department and that it is
unfair to be held accountable
for the practices of its suppliers.

— From wire reports
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Panthers earn berth in Stanley Cup Final

Associated Press

SUNRISE, Fla. — The Prince
of Wales Trophy was carried
onto the ice when time expired,
as an arena filled with Florida
Panthers fans roared in delight
and dozens of players and staff-
ers rushed over to pose with the
prize.

Lastyear, the Panthers defied
tradition and touched the tro-
phy.

This year, they didn’t. The
message was clear. The Stanley
Cup is the only one they want.

For the second straight year,
they have a chance at hockey’s
greatest prize. Sergei Bobrov-
sky stopped 23 shots, Sam Ben-
nett and Vladimir Tarasenko
scored, and the Florida Pan-
thers are headed to the Stanley
Cup Final once again after beat-
ing the New York Rangers 2-1
on Saturday night.

“We touched it last year and it
didn’t work for us,” Bennett said
of ignoring the trophy, the one
presented to the Eastern Confe-

thought we’d try something dif-
ferent this year.”

The Panthers — who lost the
Cup final to Vegas last year —
won the East title series in six
games. Florida will face either
Edmonton or Dallas for the Cup,
that series set to start on June 8.

Artemi Panarin scored with
1:40 left and Igor Shesterkin
stopped 32 shots for the Ran-
gers, who had a 2-1 lead in the
series — then lost three straight,
costing them their season. It
was New York’s longest losing
streak since mid-January and
means that, for the 11th consec-
utive year, the team that finish-
es with the NHL’s best regular-
season record won’t go on to win
the Stanley Cup.

“Listen, our guys fought this
year,” Rangers coach Peter La-
violette said. “They bought in
right from the start. It’s disap-
pointing; when you start some-
thing like this you don’t do it to
get three wins in the playoffs or
five wins in the playoffs. You do

If Edmonton — which leads
the West finals 3-2 — advances,
Game 1 of the title round will be
on Florida’s ice. If Dallas wins
the West, the Stars will have
home-ice advantage for the title
series. The Oilers were attempt-
ing to clinch that series on Sun-
day night.

Florida will play for the Stan-
ley Cup for the third time. The
Panthers were swept by Colora-
do in 1996 and lost 4-1 to Vegas
last season. It’s also the third
time in the Final for Panthers
coach Paul Maurice, who lost
with Carolina in 2002 and then
with Florida last year.

Maybe the third time is the
charm for them both.

“My enjoyment of the game
— and this is new for me —
comes from my understanding
that I'm really not that impor-
tant here,” said Maurice, who,
at S7, is bidding to be the sec-
ond-oldest coach to ever win his
first Stanley Cup; Bruce Cassi-
dy was S8 when Vegas gave him

mean that. There’s a great line,
‘Don’t be so humble, you’re not
that good.” It’s the players. And
when they’re going, they don’t
need me.”

Florida’s win meant it has
now been five consecutive sea-
sons that a team from the Sun-
shine State won the Eastern
Conference; Tampa Bay won
the Prince of Wales Trophy in
2020, 2021 and 2022, and now
Florida has gone back-to-back.

The Panthers also are now the
15th active NHL franchise to
make the Stanley Cup Final in
consecutive seasons.

The Panthers also ousted the
regular season’s best team —
the Presidents’ Trophy winner
— for the second consecutive
year. Last season, Florida
stunned Boston in Round 1, win-
ning Game 7 on the road. This
time, it was the Rangers who fell
to Florida, which became the
first franchise to eliminate the
No.1overall seed in consecutive
years since Pittsburgh did it to

rence champions. “So, we

it to go the whole way.”

his first title last year. “And I

Washington in 2016 and 2017.

Swiatek, Gauff sprint into French Open quarterfinals

Associated Press

PARIS — After the French Open mara-
thon came the sprints.

Defending champion Iga Swiatek swept
into the quarterfinals at Roland Garros in
just 40 minutes after a crushing 6-0, 6-0 win
against Anastasia Potapova.

U.S. Open champion Coco Gauff took only
60 minutes to rout unseeded Italian Elisa-
betta Cocciaretto 6-1, 6-2.

The 20-year-old American looked set for
an even quicker victory when she led S-0,
but Cocciaretto fought back, getting a
hearty cheer from the crowd after winning
the next game.

Swiatek won 48-10 in points without even
facing a game point against her. The match
ended when Potapova hit a forehand into
the net on the first match point.

“I was just really focused and in the
zone,” Swiatek said. “It went pretty quickly,
pretty weird.”

Their match started at around 11 a.m. on
Court Philippe Chatrier.

That’s just eight hours after men’s de-

fending champion Novak Djokovic finished
his five-set, 4'2-hour marathon against Lo-
renzo Musetti atjust after 3 a.m. in the latest
finish in tournament history.

Swiatek said late finishes don’t just end
with the match and are not healthy.

“Usually it takes us, like, four hours to
even chill, and you need to do recovery,
media. It’s not like the work ends when the
match point,” she said. “I was always one of
the players that said that we should start a
little bit earlier.”

Gauff thinks the issue needs addressing.

“It’s acomplicated thing,” she said. “But I
definitely think for the health and safety of
the players it would be in the sport’s best in-
terest to try to avoid those matches finish-
ing, or starting, after a certain time.”

Swiatek remains on course for her third
consecutive French Open title and fourth
overall. The top-ranked Pole plays Wimble-
on champion Marketa Vondrousova after
the fifth-seeded Czech beat unseeded Serb
Olga Danilovic 6-4, 6-2.

Gauff faces No. 8-seeded Tunisian Ons

Jabeur, who advanced to her second
straight French Open quarterfinal after
beating unseeded Dane Clara Tauson 6-4,
6-4.

In men’s fourth-round play, two-time
Grand Slam winner Carlos Alcaraz and
2021 French Open runner-up Stefanos Tsit-
sipas advanced to set up a quarterfinal
showdown.

The third-seeded Alcaraz beat No. 21-
seeded Canadian Felix Auger-Aliassime
6-3, 6-3, 6-1.

Auger-Aliassime appeared to struggle
with his left leg and called a trainer at the
changeover at 3-2 down in the second set,
then left the court for a medical timeout.

Tsitsipas beat unseeded Italian Matteo
Arnaldi 3-6, 7-6 (4), 6-2, 6-2 and the ninth-
seeded Greek celebrated enthusiastically
with the Court Suzanne Lenglen crowd.

“Now me and the crowd are on this, so it
felt amazing,” said Tsitsipas, who saved a
set point at 5-4 down in the second set. “I felt
there was power within me to turn this
game around.”
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Adames lifts Brewers in extra innings

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Willy
Adames hit an RBI single in the
10th inning and the Milwaukee
Brewers beat the White Sox 4-3
on Saturday to extend Chicago’s
losing streak to 10 games.

Adames also had a two-out,
two-run single in the seventh in-
ning.

Chicago’s Garrett Crochet
struck out eight over six innings
of one-run ball. Crochet has
been one of the few bright spots
for the White Sox this season.
He took the mound Saturday
having allowed just two runs
over his last four starts while
striking out 32 over his last 23
innings.

Home runs by Andrew Be-
nintendi and Gavin Sheets
staked Crochet to an early 3-1
lead against rookie left-hander
Robert Gasser.

Gasser scattered seven hits
over five innings, but still struck
out three and did not walk a bat-
ter. He has allowed just one

walk through his first 29 career
innings and none over his last
three starts. Hoby Milner (3-0)
pitched the ninth.

Pirates 8, Blue Jays 1: Ke-
’Bryan Hayes and Bryan Rey-
nolds hit two-run home runs,
Mitch Keller pitched six strong
innings for his fifth straight vic-
tory and visiting Pittsburgh
snapped a nine-game losing
streak against Toronto.

Astros 5, Twins 2: Framber
Valdez (4-3) pitched no-hit ball
into the seventh inning and Yor-
dan Alvarez hit two of host
Houston’s four homers in its
victory over Minnesota.

Red Sox 6, Tigers 3: Enma-
nuel Valdez homered twice for
his first career multihomer
game and drove in three runs to
power host Boston past Detroit.

Guardians 3, Nationals 2:
Ben Lively won his career-best
fourth consecutive start and
Kyle Manzardo hit a bloop two-
run single to lead host Cleve-
land over Washington.

Orioles 9, Rays 5: Ryan
Mountcastle hit his seventh and
eighth home runs and host Bal-
timore slugged its way to a vic-
tory over Tampa Bay.

Padres 7, Royals 3: Ha-Se-
ong Kim hit a go-ahead three-
run double, Fernando Tatis Jr.
and Kyle Higashioka homered
and visiting San Diego beat
Kansas City.

Rangers 7, Marlins 0: Corey
Seager singled twice and dou-
bled to extend his hitting streak
to 14 games and visiting Texas
beat Miami.

Athletics 11, Braves 9: Mi-
guel Andujar went 4-for-S with
a homer, four RBIs and three
runs scored and visiting Oak-
land snapped Chris Sale’s sev-
en-start winning streak with a
victory over Atlanta.

Phillies 6, Cardinals 1: Spen-
cer Turnbull struck out six in
three scoreless innings after
stepping in for injured starter
Ranger Suarez and Bryce Har-
per homered to lead host Phila-

delphia to a victory over St.
Louis.

Mariners 9, Angels 0: J.P.
Crawford hit a grand slam,
Bryce Miller struck out nine in
six smooth innings and host
Seattle beat Los Angeles.

Dodgers 4, Rockies 1: Yoshi-
nobu Yamamoto (6-2) allowed
one run over six solid innings,
and Jason Heyward and Will
Smith had RBI doubles in host
Los Angeles’ victory over Col-
orado.

Cubs 7, Reds 5: Dansby
Swanson hit a tiebreaking two-
run homer in the eighth inning,
and host Chicago beat Cincinna-
ti.

Yankees 7, Giants 3: Aaron
Judge homered for the third
time in two games and visiting
New York beat San Francisco.

Diamondbacks 10, Mets 5:
Christian Walker hit a grand
slam in the third inning and vis-
iting Arizona routed New York
to stop a five-game losing streak
that matched its season high.

Makhachev wins by submission to defend UFC title

Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — Islam Makhachev had
a desperate opponent in front of him and
much of a sold-out crowd against him.

None of that stopped him. Nothing hasina
long time.

Makhachev defended his lightweight title
and extended his winning streak to 14 fights,
third-longest in UFC history, by getting a
submission victory over Dustin Poirier in
the fifth round on Saturday night at UFC
302.

Overcoming one of the sport’s accom-
plished veterans and a crowd — including
former President Donald Trump — that
was against him from the start, Makhachev
ran his record to 26-1 and said afterward
that he may move up in weight for another
challenge.

“This is my dream,” Makhachev said.

There’s certainly not much left for the
Russian at 155 pounds, where he defended
his title for the third time and showed again
why he is ranked as the pound-for-pound
best in UFC.

Poirier (30-9) fell short in his third at-
tempt for the undisputed title, all three end-
ing by submission. At 35, he is considering
retirement.

“I’ve got to see. I think this could be it,” he
said after the fight.

He battled back after Makhachev con-
trolled the first round and bloodied the
champion’s face later, but Makhachev took
him down midway through the fifth and
quickly pounced, with Poirier unable to es-
cape the choke hold.

“Incredible fight. Both guys dug deep,”
UFC President Dana White said.

Makhachev, while respectful of the chal-
lenger’s accomplishments, noted in recent
days that Poirier did well against boxers but
was exposed against fighters with wrestling
backgrounds — which Makhachev lists as
his strength.

The champion seemed on his way to a
12th victory by submission in the first round
when he took Poirier down in the opening
minute of the fight and kept him on the mat
the rest of the round.

Fans roared when Poirier, the No. 4-
ranked lightweight, escaped a couple of ta-
kedown attempts in the second, growing
even louder when he made it to the horn at
the end of the round.

The fighters had good exchanges in the
third and fourth and both were bloodied, but
Makhachev didn’t have to worry about tak-
ing any more punches.

“Happy to finish him, but this guy is still
one of the best in the world,” Makhachev
said of Poirier.

Though he spoke of his desire after to
move up to 170 pounds, White seemed more
interested in making a match with Arman
Tsarukyan, another Russian who is the No.
1-ranked contender at lightweight. But
Makhachev seems intent on challenging for
another belt.

“If you want to create a legacy, you have
to get second belt,” he said.

In the co-main event, former middle-
weight champion Sean Strickland got back
in the win column with a split decision over
Paulo Costa.
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Arizona first national seed eliminated

Associated Press

The Tucson Regional was
widely considered the toughest
of the 16 in the NCAA baseball
tournament. Host Arizona
found out just how tough, be-
coming the first national seed
eliminated.

Dallas Baptist knocked out
the No. 13 Wildcats with a 7-0
win Saturday, less than 24 hours
after Grand Canyon, the No. 4
regional seed, beat them 9-4.

Meanwhile, Evansville
topped VCU 17-11 in Greenville,
N.C,, and is a win away from be-
coming the third No. 4 regional
seed in four years to advance to
the super regionals.

Arizona, picked ninth in the
Pac-12 in the preseason, swept
the conference regular-season
and tournament championships
and was made host of a regional
including four teams with a
combined .649 winning percent-
age.

The Wildcats had gone a com-
bined 10-1inthe two previousre-
gionals they hosted at Hi Corbett
Field and made it to the College
World Series both times (2012
and 2021).

But they went scoreless over
their last 12 innings this week-
end,and thelosstoNo. 2regional
seed Dallas Baptist marked only

the second time they’ve been
shut out this season.

Missouri Valley Conference
champion Evansville, in the
tournament for the first time
since 2006, upset No. 16 national
seed East Carolina on Friday
and won a slugfest against VCU
on Saturday. The Purple Aces
homered four times, including
Brent Widder’s grand slam, and
finished with 15 hits. They
scored 17 runs for the third time
in six games.

The Aces will play East Car-
olinaor VCU intheregional final
Sunday and would have to lose
twice to not join 2023 Oral Ro-
berts and 2021 South Florida to
advance asalNo.4 regional seed.

High Point walks off

High Point’s 10-9 walk-off win
over Vanderbilt marked the
Panthers’ first victory in their
program’s first regional appear-
ance and a quick exit for the
Commodores.

Vanderbilt went two games
and outin the tournament for on-
ly the second time in 22 all-time
appearances. The Commodores
also went 0-2in 2016.

“That’s kind of new territory
for us,” coach Tim Corbin said.
“But that falls on myself and
you’ve got to look in the mirror

and say it’s not good enough, for,
at least from the standard that
we’ve created.”

Pirates prevail

No. 16 national seed East Car-
olina defended its home field
with a 7-6 walk-off win over 2023
College World Series partici-
pant Wake Forest. It was an odd
elimination game matching
probable top-15 picks in next
month’s amateur draft, with
Wake’s Chase Burns going
against Trey Yesavage.

Burns allowed four runs in
five innings; Yesavage gave up a
run on one hit and four walks in
7Y% innings. The game, however,
came down to the ninth inning
and light-hitting Luke Nowak.
Wake scored five runs in the top
half'to go up 6-4, but the Pirates’
first five batters reached in the
bottom half before Nowak, bat-
ting .191, ended it with a base hit
toright.

Mound marvels

Brian Holiday pitched his sec-
ond straight complete game, and
third of the season, in Oklahoma
State’s 7-1 win over Florida. He
struck out 10 and had a shutout
going until Jac Caglianone ho-
mered in the ninth. ... Jamie Ar-
nold allowed two runs on three

hitsand struck out12insevenin-
nings of Florida State’s S-2 win
over Stetson. .. Kansas State
closer Tyson Neighbors threw a
season-high 64 pitches over 3%
innings as the Wildcats held off
Arkansas 7-6. ... Trey Pooser
matched his career high with
seven innings in Kentucky’s 6-1
win over Illinois, allowing one
run on five hits.

Big bats

No. 1 national seed Tennessee
hit four home runs over the first
four innings, including Billy
Amick’s grand slam, in a 12-6
win over Indiana. ... Travis Baz-
zana homered for the second
straight game in Oregon State’s
S-3winover UC Irvine. ... Vance
Honeycutt hit his 25th and 26th
homers in North Carolina’s 6-2
win over LSU. ... Jacob Hinder-
leider went S-for-S against Coas-
tal Carolina, making him the
first Clemson player with five
hits in a tournament game since
2002. ... Garrett Pennington ho-
mered twice for North Carolina
Stateina 6-4 winover South Car-
olina. ... Josh Cameron hit a
grand slam as Southeast Mis-
souri State ended a nine-game
NCAA Tournament losing
streak with a 9-3 win over Loui-
siana Tech.

No. 1 seed Longhorns cruise into WCWS semifinals

Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — Two
games, two one-hitters for Tex-
as at the Women’s College
World Series.

Mac Morgan threw a one-hit-
ter and the top-seeded Long-
horns rolled past No. 4 Florida
10-0 in five innings on Saturday
to reach the semifinals.

Morgan only threw 71 pitch-
es. The junior’s success helped
the Longhorns rest freshman
ace Teagan Kavan, who threw a
one-hitter on Thursday in a win
over Stanford.

“Honestly, I was just trying to
produce groundballs for my de-

fense because my defense
showed up for me,” Morgan
said. “It was my turn to show up
for them. My drop ball was
working. I was looking for loca-
tions and trying to get my de-
fense to work.”

Morgan took a no-hitter into
the fifth inning before Florida’s
Katie Kistler led off with a sin-
gle. That was all the offense the
Gators mustered.

“We just got our butts
kicked,” Florida coach Tim
Walton said.

Texas (54-8) needs one win
Monday to reach the best-of-
three championship series. The

Longhorns are seeking their
first national championship af-
ter a runner-up finish in 2022.

Oklahoma 1, UCLA O: Kelly
Maxwell delivered the breakout
pitching performance Sooners
coach Patty Gasso had been
waiting for.

Maxwell threw a two-hitter
with 11 strikeouts as three-time
defending national champion
Oklahoma beat UCLA to reach
the Women’s College World Se-
ries semifinals.

Maxwell has been good all
year, but not dominant like she
was on Saturday. Gasso said the
senior responded well to a con-

versation they had earlier in the
day.

“She has not pitched free,”
Gasso said. “That’s what’s been
going on. So, to see her do that
today — something I’ll never
forget.”

Maxwell threw 116 pitches,
but looked as strong at the end
as she did at the beginning. She
struck out UCLA star Maya
Brady three times. Seven of her
strikeouts were against the top
four players in the Bruins’ bat-
ting order.

Tiare Jennings’ solo homer in
the third inning provided all the
scoring for the No. 2 seed OU.
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