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The Pentagon’s top leaders on

Wednesday offered full-throated

defenses of their handling of ex-

tremism and diversity issues

amid challenges from House Re-

publicans skeptical of efforts to

root out radicals and racists in the

military force.

The Pentagon is not looking to

punish troops for their political

beliefs or mandate service mem-

bers be taught so-called critical

race theory, Defense Secretary

Lloyd Austin told the House

Armed Services Committee. The

typically stoic Pentagon leader

grew emotional at times as sever-

al Republican lawmakers ques-

tioned the stand-down that he or-

dered in February to discuss ex-

tremism and accused the military

of embracing critical race theory. 

“I don’t know what the issue of

critical race theory is, and what

the relevance is here with the

[Defense] Department,” Austin

told Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., who

questioned the military’s use of

critical race theory. “We don’t

teach critical race theory, we

don’t embrace critical race theo-

ry and I think that’s a spurious

conversation.” 

Austin testified Wednesday be-

fore the House Armed Services

Committee alongside Army Gen.

Mark Milley, the chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff, in defense of

the Pentagon’s $715 billion fiscal

2022 budget request. 

Another lawmaker, Rep. Mi-

chael Waltz, R-Fla., challenged

Austin on the inclusion of a criti-

cal race theory book in at least one

class at the U.S. Military Acade-

my at West Point, N.Y., and a sem-

inar attended by some 100 West

Point cadets titled “Understand-

ing Whiteness and White Rage.”

“We need to understand our

past, I want to be very clear, but

can you agree at least that ‘Under-

stand Whiteness and White Rage’

… probably is something that we

shouldn’t be teaching our future

leaders of the United States Ar-

my?” Waltz, a retired Green Be-

ret, asked Austin.

Austin, a West Point graduate

and the first Black defense secre-

tary, agreed that what Waltz de-

scribed was likely inappropriate,

but he added he would need more

specifics to reach a conclusion. 

Milley offered a different reac-

tion. The general admitted he

didn’t have a full understanding

of the issue of critical race theory,

which is described by Harvard

University as an area of academic

study that examines racism as

systemic. But, he said, troops

should be exposed to many ways

of thinking, especially as the mil-

itary works to improve equity

within the ranks.

Troops should be “open-mind-

ed and well-read,” the general

said. Then he went further, citing

the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capi-

tol by supporters of former Presi-

dent Donald Trump, which was,

in part, the basis for Austin’s

stand-down to discuss extre-

mism. 

“I want to understand white

rage, and I’m white, and I want to

understand it,” Milley said force-

fully. “So, what is it that caused

thousands of people to assault this

building, and try to overturn the

Constitution of the United States

of America, what caused that? I

want to find that out.”

Austin told lawmakers that

troops would not be punished for

political or religious beliefs and

the Defense Department was not

looking to purge the ranks of

Trump supporters, which Gaetz

and others have accused the Pen-

tagon of attempting to do.

Austin, Milley push back against GOP criticism
BY COREY DICKSTEIN
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The Biden administration

plans to evacuate tens of thou-

sands of Afghan interpreters and

others who worked with U.S.

forces during the war while their

applications for U.S. entry are

processed, according to officials

familiar with the matter.

A senior administration offi-

cial said planning has accelerat-

ed in recent days to relocate Af-

ghans, and their families who as-

sisted Americans during the

nearly 20-year war to other coun-

tries or U.S. territories. The offi-

cial spoke on the condition of ano-

nymity to discuss unannounced

plans.

The administration intends to

carry out the evacuation later this

summer, likely in August, ac-

cording to a second official famil-

iar with the deliberations but not

authorized to discuss it publicly.

Both officials added that no

country or countries for the

planned temporary relocation

have been settled on. Evacuating

Afghans to a U.S. territory, how-

ever, is seen as complicated be-

cause it could lead to the visa ap-

plicants having greater legal

rights as they are vetted.

The White House has begun

briefing lawmakers on the out-

lines of the plans.

The administration has begun

to identify a group of interpreters

to be relocated outside of Afghan-

istan before the United States

completes its drawdown by Sep-

tember, said a senior administra-

tion official.

Those individuals have al-

ready begun the process of apply-

ing for special immigrant visas

available to Afghans who have

worked with the U.S. The official

stressed that administration relo-

cation efforts would comply with

U.S. consular law and would be

coordinated with Congress.

The White House is planning

for a variety of scenarios includ-

ing “additional relocation or

evacuation options” if necessary,

the official said. 

With U.S. and NATO forces

facing a Sept. 11 deadline to leave

Afghanistan, the Biden adminis-

tration has faced increased pres-

sure from lawmakers, veterans

and others to evacuate thousands

of Afghans who worked as inter-

preters or who otherwise helped

U.S. military operations there in

the past two decades.

Despite unusual bipartisan

support in Congress, the admin-

istration hasn’t publicly gone on

record in support of an evacua-

tion as it unwinds a war that start-

ed after the 9/11 attacks.U.S. offi-

cials have been concerned that

word of an evacuation could trig-

ger a panic in Afghanistan, not to

mention further complicate the

present security situation.

The Taliban issued a statement

earlier this month saying those

who worked for U.S. and western

interests would not be targeted.

Still, the runaway corruption,

deep insecurity and fear of vio-

lence from Taliban and from the

many heavily armed U.S.-allied

warlords has many Afghans see-

ing the special immigration visas

as their last chance to leave their

war-tortured nation.

US to evacuate Afghan interpreters who helped military
Associated Press
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WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden

announced on Thursday that “we have a

deal,” signaling a bipartisan agreement on

a $953 billion infrastructure plan that

would achieve his top legislative priority

and validate his efforts to reach across the

political aisle.

Biden made a surprise appearance in

front of the cameras with members of the

group of senators, Republicans and Dem-

ocrats, after an agreement was reached

Thursday. Details of the deal were scarce

to start, but the pared-down plan, with

$559 billion in new spending, has rare

bipartisan backing and could open the

door to the president’s more sweeping $4

trillion proposals later on.

The president said not everyone got

what they wanted, and that other White

House priorities would be done separately

in a congressional budget process known

as reconciliation.

“We’ve struck a deal,” Biden then

tweeted. “A group of senators — five

Democrats and five Republicans — has

come together and forged an infrastruc-

ture agreement that will create millions of

American jobs.”

The senators have struggled over how

to pay for the new spending, but left for

the White House with a sense of confi-

dence that funding issues had been ad-

dressed.

Biden’s top aides had met with senators

for back-to-back meetings on Capitol Hill

and later huddled with House Speaker

Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader

Chuck Schumer.

The agreement comes with a complex

legislative push. Pelosi on Thursday wel-

comed the bipartisan package, but she

warned that it must be paired with the

president’s bigger goals now being pre-

pared by Congress under a process that

could push them through the Senate with

only Democratic votes.

“This is important,” Pelosi said. “There

ain’t going to be a bipartisan bill without a

reconciliation bill.”

The Democratic leader vowed the

House would not vote on it until the Sen-

ate had dealt with both packages.

Biden, senators
on infrastructure:
‘We have a deal’

Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russia is prepared to tar-

get intruding warships if they fail to heed

warnings, a senior Russian diplomat de-

clared Thursday after a Black Sea incident

in which a British destroyer sailed near

Crimea in an area that Russia claims as its

territorial waters.

Russia said one of its warships fired

warning shots and a warplane dropped

bombs in the path of British destroyer De-

fender on Wednesday to drive it away from

waters near the Crimean city of Sevasto-

pol. Britain denied that account, insisted its

ship wasn’t fired upon and said it was sail-

ing in Ukrainian waters.

The incident marked the first time since

the Cold War that Moscow acknowledged

using live ammunition to deter a NATO

warship, underlining the rising threat of

military collisions amid Russia-West ten-

sions.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei

Ryabkov said Thursday that “the inviola-

bility of the Russian borders is an absolute

imperative,” adding that it will be protect-

ed “by all means, diplomatic, political and

military, if needed.”

He sarcastically suggested the British

navy should rename its destroyer from De-

fender to Aggressor, and warned that

“those who try to test our strength are tak-

ing high risks.” Asked what Russia would

do to prevent such intrusions in the future,

Ryabkov told reporters it would stand

ready to fire on targets if warnings don’t

work.

“We may appeal to reason and demand

to respect international law,” Ryabkov said

in remarks carried by Russian news agen-

cies. “If it doesn’t help, we may drop

bombs and not just in the path but right on

target, if colleagues don’t get it otherwise.”

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov de-

plored what he described as a “deliberate

and well-prepared provocation” by Britain

and seconded the tough warning.

“If unacceptable provocative actions are

repeated, if those actions go too far, no op-

tions to legitimately protect the borders of

the Russian Federation could be exclud-

ed,” Peskov told reporters.

Russia: Fire might target
intruding ships next time

Associated Press

An Indiana woman on Wednesday be-

came the first defendant to be sentenced in

the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol

and avoided time behind bars, while a mem-

ber of the Oath Keepers extremist group

pleaded guilty in a conspiracy case and

agreed to cooperate with prosecutors in a

major step forward for the massive investi-

gation. 

The two developments signal that the

cases against those charged in the deadly

siege are slowly advancing, even as the U.S.

Department of Justice and the courthouse

in Washington, D.C., struggle under the

weight of roughly 500 federal arrests.

Graydon Young, who was accused along-

side 15 other members and associates of the

Oath Keepers of conspiring to block the

congressional certification of Joe Biden’s

presidential victory, pleaded guilty to two

counts: conspiracy and obstruction of an of-

ficial proceeding. It was the first guilty plea

in the major conspiracy case brought

against members of the group.

Anna Morgan Lloyd, 49, of Indiana, was

ordered by a federal judge to serve three

years of probation, perform 120 hours of

community service and pay $500 in restitu-

tion after admitting to unlawfully entering

the Capitol.

U.S. District Court Judge Royce Lam-

berth said he was giving her a “break,” but

didn’t want others to think that probation —

and not a stiffer sentence — would be the

norm.

No jail time for 1st riot sentence;
Oath Keeper member pleads guilty

Associated Press 
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SURFSIDE, Fla. — A wing of a

12-story beachfront condo build-

ing collapsed with a roar in a town

outside Miami early Thursday,

killing at least one person and

trapping residents in rubble and

twisted metal. Rescuers pulled

dozens of survivors from the tow-

er during the morning and contin-

ued to look for more.

Surfside Mayor Charles Bur-

kett warned that the death toll

was likely to rise, saying the

building manager told him the

tower was quite full at the time of

the collapse around 1:30 a.m., but

the exact number of people pre-

sent was unclear.

“The building is literally pan-

caked,” Burkett said. “That is

heartbreaking because it doesn’t

mean, to me, that we are going to

be as successful as we wanted to

be in finding people alive.”

Hours after the collapse,

searchers were trying to reach a

trapped child whose parents

were believed to be dead. In an-

other case, rescuers saved a

mother and child, but the wom-

an’s leg had to be amputated to re-

move her from the rubble, Frank

Rollason, director of Miami-

Dade Emergency Management,

told the Miami Herald.

Authorities did not say what

may have caused the collapse. On

video footage captured from

nearby, the center of the building

appeared to fall first, with a sec-

tion nearest the ocean teetering

and coming down seconds later

as a huge dust cloud swallowed

the neighborhood.

Work was being done on the

building’s roof, but Burkett said

he did not see how that could have

been the cause.

Miami-Dade County Mayor

Daniella Levine Cava said she got

a call from President Joe Biden,

who offered federal aid. Hotels

opened to some of the displaced

residents, she said, and deliveries

of food, medicine and more were

being hastily arranged. Rescue

officials tried to determine how

many people might be missing

and asked residents to check in

with them.

About half of the building’s

roughly 130 units were affected,

the mayor told a news confer-

ence. Rescuers pulled at least 35

people from the wreckage by

midmorning, and heavy equip-

ment was being brought in to help

stabilize the structure to give

them more access, Raide Jadal-

lah of Miami-Dade Fire and Res-

cue said.

Fifty-one people who were

thought to be in the building at the

time of the collapse were unac-

counted for by midmorning, said

Sally Heyman, of the Miami-

Dade Board of County Commis-

sioners.

The tower has a mix of seasonal

and year-round residents, Bur-

kett said.

Earlier, Burkett said two peo-

ple were brought to the hospital,

one of whom died. He added that

15 families walked out of the

building on their own.

Gov. Ron DeSantis said offi-

cials were “bracing for some bad

news just given the destruction

that we’re seeing.”

The collapse, which appeared

to affect one leg of the L-shaped

tower, tore away walls and left a

number of homes in the still-

standing part of the building ex-

posed in what looked like a giant

dollhouse.

Barry Cohen, the former vice

mayor of Surfside, said he and his

wife were asleep in the building

when he first heard what he

thought was a crack of thunder.

The couple went onto their balco-

ny, then opened the door to the

building’s hallway to find “a pile

of rubble and dust and smoke bil-

lowing around.”

Cohen, 63, and his wife made it

to the basement and found rising

water there. They returned up-

stairs, screamed for help and

were eventually brought to safety

by firefighters using a cherry-

picker.

Surfside City Commissioner

Eliana Salzhauer told Miami tele-

vision station WPLG that the

building’s county-mandated 40-

year recertification process was

ongoing. Salzhauer said the proc-

ess was believed to be proceeding

without difficulty. A building in-

spector was on-site Wednesday.

Wing of 12-story Fla. condo collapses
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The num-

ber of Americans applying for un-

employment benefits dropped

last week, a sign that layoffs de-

clined and the job market is im-

proving.

The Labor Department said

Thursday that jobless claims de-

clined 7,000 from the previous

week to 411,000. The number of

weekly applications for unem-

ployment aid has fallen steadily

this year from about 900,000 in

January. The level of unemploy-

ment claims generally reflects

the pace of layoffs. 

As the pandemic fades, states

and cities are lifting morerestric-

tions, and the economy is picking

up as consumers are traveling,

eating out more, and visiting mo-

vie theaters and amusement

parks. Growth could top 10% at an

annual rate in the April-June

quarter, according to the Federal

Reserve Bank of Atlanta. 

With many employers desper-

ate to hire, some states are start-

ing to cut off several pandemic-

related unemployment aid pro-

grams in response to business

complaints that the assistance is

making it harder for them to find

workers. Starting this month, 26

states will end an extra $300

weekly federal unemployment

payment and 22 of those states

will also cut off all jobless assist-

ance to self-employed, gig work-

ers, and those out of work more

than six months.

US jobless claims fall to
411,000, continuing trend

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A House

panel pushed ahead Wednesday

with ambitious legislation that

could curb the market power of

tech giants Facebook, Google,

Amazon and Apple and force

them to sever their dominant plat-

forms from their other lines of

business. 

Conservative Republican law-

makers haggled over legislative

language and pushed concerns of

perceived anti-conservative bias

in online platforms but couldn’t

halt the bipartisan momentum

behind the package. The drafting

session and votes by the House

Judiciary Committee are initial

steps in what promises to be a

strenuous slog through Congress.

Many GOP lawmakers denounce

the market dominance of Big

Tech but don’t support a whole-

sale revamp of the antitrust laws. 

Work on the bipartisan legisla-

tion stretched into the night as a

lengthy debate ensued over a

complex bill that would require

online platforms to allow users to

communicate directly with users

on rival services. Proponents said

the measure also would give con-

sumers more power to determine

how and with whom their person-

al data is shared. 

The legislative packagetargets

the companies’ structure and

could point toward breaking

them up, a dramatic step to take

against an industry whose prod-

ucts are woven into everyday life.

House panel pushes bill
to put Big Tech in check

Associated Press
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WASHINGTON — House

Speaker Nancy Pelosi made it

official Thursday that she is cre-

ating a special committee to in-

vestigate the attack on the Capi-

tol, saying it is “imperative that

we seek the truth.” 

The new committee comes af-

ter Republican senators blocked

legislation that would have set

up a bipartisan commission to

investigate the attack. A violent

mob of then-President Donald

Trump’s supporters overran the

police on Jan. 6, broke into the

building and hunted for law-

makers as they tried to stop the

certification of Joe Biden’s pres-

idential election victory.

The House passed the bill to

form a commission last month,

and Pelosi, D-Calif., said it was

her preference to have an inde-

pendent panel lead the inquiry.

But she said Congress cannot

wait any longer to begin a deeper

look at the insurrection.

“January 6 was a day of dark-

ness for our country,” Pelosi

said, and the “terror and trau-

ma” to members and staff who

were there is something she can-

not forgive. She said there is no

fixed timeline for the commit-

tee, which will investigate and

report on the facts and causes of

the attack and make recommen-

dations to prevent it from hap-

pening again.

She did not say who will lead

or serve on the committee.

Pelosi’s official announce-

ment, two days after she sig-

naled to colleagues that she

would create the committee,

means Democrats will lead what

probably will be the most com-

prehensive look at the siege.

More than three dozen Republi-

cans in the House and seven Re-

publican senators said they

wanted to avoid a partisan inves-

tigation and supported the legis-

lation to form a commission,

which would have been modeled

after a similar panel that investi-

gated the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

But those numbers were not

strong enough to overcome GOP

opposition in the Senate, where

support from 10 Republicans is

needed to pass most bills if all

Democrats vote yes.

Pelosi creates panel on Capitol attack
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Biden

administration has extended the

nationwide ban on evictions for a

month to help tenants who are un-

able to make rent payments dur-

ing the coronavirus pandemic,

but it said this is expected to be the

last time it does so. 

Dr. Rochelle Walensky, direc-

tor of the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention, extend-

ed the evictions moratorium until

July 31. It had been scheduled to

end June 30. The CDC said Thurs-

day that “this is intended to be the

final extension of the moratori-

um.”

The White House had acknowl-

edged Wednesday that the emer-

gency pandemic protection will

have to end at some point. The

trick is devising the right sort of

off-ramp to make the transition

without massive social upheaval.

White House press secretary

Jen Psaki said the separate bans

on evictions for renters and mort-

gage holders were “always in-

tended to be temporary.”

This week, dozens of members

of Congress wrote to President

Joe Biden and Walensky calling

for the moratorium to be not only

extended but also strengthened in

some ways. 

The letter, spearheaded by

Democratic Reps. Ayanna Press-

ley, of Massachusetts; Jimmy Go-

mez, of California; and Cori Bush,

of Missouri, called for an unspec-

ified extension in order to allow

the nearly $47 billion in emergen-

cy rental assistance included in

the American Rescue Plan to get

into the hands of tenants. 

Ending the assistance too

abruptly, they said, would dispro-

portionately hurt some of the

same minority communities that

were hit so hard by the virus itself.

They also echoed many housing

advocates by calling for the mora-

torium’s protections to be made

automatic, requiring no special

steps from the tenant in order to

gain its protections.

Diane Yentel, president of the

National Low Income Housing

Coalition, called an extension of

the eviction ban “the right thing to

do — morally, fiscally, politically

and as a continued public health

measure.”

But landlords, who have op-

posed the moratorium and chal-

lenged it in court, are against any

extension. They have argued the

focus should be on speeding the

distribution of rental assistance.

CDC extends eviction
moratorium a month

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In the case

of the cursing cheerleader, the

Supreme Court notched a victory

for the free speech rights of stu-

dents Wednesday, siding with a

high school student whose vulgar

social media post got her kicked

off the junior varsity squad.

The court voted 8-1 in favor of

Brandi Levy, who was a 14-year-

old freshman when she ex-

pressed her disappointment over

not making the varsity cheerlead-

ing team with a string of curse

words and a raised middle finger

on Snapchat.

Levy, of Mahanoy City, Pa.,

was not at school when she made

her post, but she was suspended

from cheerleading activities for a

year anyway. In an opinion by

Justice Stephen Breyer, the high

court ruled that the suspension

violated Levy’s First Amend-

ment freedom of speech rights.

Justice Clarence Thomas dis-

sented, noting he would have up-

held the suspension.

The justices did not foreclose

schools from disciplining stu-

dents for what they say off cam-

pus, though they did not spell out

when schools could act. An earli-

er federal appeals court ruling in

this case would have barred pub-

lic schools from punishing off-

campus speech.

Despite ruling in Levy’s favor,

Breyer wrote that “we do not be-

lieve the special characteristics

that give schools additional li-

cense to regulate student speech

always disappear when a school

regulates speech that takes place

off campus. The school’s regula-

tory interests remain significant

in some off-campus circumstanc-

es.”

The case drew extra interest at

a time of remote learning — be-

cause of the coronavirus pan-

demic — and a rising awareness

of the harmful effects of online

bullying.

The decision was a strong en-

dorsement of students’ right to

speak freely, which the court first

expressed more than a half cen-

tury ago in defending armbands

worn by high school students in

protest of the Vietnam War, said

Abner Greene, a constitutional

law professor at the Fordham

University School of Law in Man-

hattan.

“Students can engage in all

kinds of critical or dissenting

commentary, whether about the

Vietnam War or the student

cheerleading team, without los-

ing their free speech rights. And it

doesn’t matter where they say it,”

Greene said.

Justices rule in favor of student
in case of ‘cursing cheerleader’

Associated Press 
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3 arrested after fireworks
display in store is ignited

MN
EAGAN — Police in

a Twin Cities sub-

urb arrested a group of juveniles

after a fireworks display was set

on fire in a grocery store. 

The display went up in flames

Monday afternoon at the Hy-Vee

store in Eagan. Police spokes-

man Aaron Machtemes said fire-

fighters extinguished the flames

and no one was injured. The store

had to be closed because it was

filled with smoke.

The amount of damage is still

being assessed. Police say three

juveniles were arrested a half-

mile from the store. 

Loud bangs could be heard in a

video circulating on social media

that showed the fireworks dis-

play going up in flames.

Dog missing for 2 weeks,
retrieved safe from bay

NJ
BARNEGAT — A gold-

en retriever who had

been missing for two weeks was

rescued Tuesday from a bay in

New Jersey.

Authorities say that New Jer-

sey State Police troopers Ryan

Koehler and Vincent Ferdinandi,

of Point Pleasant Station, respon-

ded to the report of a dog swim-

ming in Barnegat Bay and

brought the 3-year-old named

Chunk safely ashore.

Two joggers recognized

Chunk from posters and report-

ed seeing him jump into the wa-

ter near Mantoloking Bridge

around 7 a.m., WABC-TV report-

ed. 

Jim Mathis was fishing nearby

and said Chunk kept backing

away from his boat when he tried

to get close but swam to shore

when he backed away. 

“We positioned our boat, got

(the) line ready, acted as a

leash,” Koehler said. “Line

around dog and guide him up to

the docks.”

Chunk’s owner, Marie Zanga-

ra, said that he had some matted

fur and was covered in ticks, but

was otherwise healthy. 

Auto shops deal with
non-sticky state stickers

RI
PROVIDENCE — Auto

repair shops in Rhode

Island are reporting an odd situa-

tion with vehicle inspection

stickers: They don’t stick.

The stickers applied to the

lower right interior corner of the

windsheld after a successful

safety and emissions test are

peeling off, according to The

Providence Journal.

The state Department of Reve-

nue, which oversees the Depart-

ment of Motor Vehicles, con-

firmed the problem.

“We are aware of the issue

with the inspection sticker adhe-

sive and are working with our

vendor, Opus Inspection, to re-

place this product,” agency spo-

kesperson Paul Grimald said in a

statement.

Ed Barbosa of Barbosa & Son

Auto Repair in East Providence

and Daniel Coren of Narragan-

sett Auto in West Warwick said

two-sided tape works.

Kite-flyer critically injured
when kite hits power lines

WA
BREMERTON — A

man is in critical

condition after getting shocked

while flying his kite at a park in

Washington state.

Bremerton Battalion Chief

Brad Richard said the man was

flying a makeshift kite made out

of steel cable and a fishing rod

around 7 p.m. Sunday at the Ev-

ergreen Rotary Park in Bremer-

ton.

The kite drifted into Puget

Sound Energy’s high-energy

transmission lines and shocked

the man. He suffered severe

burns, KPCQ reported.

He was flown to Harborview

Medical Center and is in critical

condition, Richard said.

42K pounds of purloined
pistachios found

CA
DELANO — Califor-

nia detectives say

they’ve solved the curious caper

of the purloined pistachios.

The heist was a nutty one. In a

nutshell, an audit by the Touch-

stone Pistachio Co. in the San

Joaquin Valley discovered that

42,000 pounds were missing. The

company contacted the Tulare

County sheriff’s agricultural

crimes unit, the sheriff’s office

wrote in a Facebook post.

The trail led to parking lots in

Delano, authorities said. Investi-

gators found a tractor-trailer

there containing the remaining

nuts, which were returned to the

Touchstone Pistachio Co. Detec-

tives determined that the pista-

chios were being transferred

from their 2,000-pound sacks in-

to smaller bags for resale, the

sheriff’s office said.

A 34-year-old man was arrest-

ed.

Man charged with ID
theft to buy luxury car

MA
BOSTON — A Mas-

sachusetts man is

suspected of stealing the identi-

ties of two people in an attempt to

buy an $83,000 car, federal pros-

ecutors said.

Brandon Brouillard, 27, of

Worcester, was indicted on bank

fraud and aggravated identity

theft charges, according to a

statement from the U.S. attor-

ney’s office in Boston.

Brouillard in February used

the identity of a New Hampshire

resident to open a bank account,

then wired $108,000 to that ac-

count from another person’s ac-

count, prosecutors alleged. In

April, he used a cashier’s check

in the amount of $83,000 to buy a

new Chevrolet Camaro, prosecu-

tors said.

Just days after taking delivery

of the vehicle, the dealership

learned that the account listed on

the bank check provided by

Brouillard was frozen. The dea-

lership contacted Brouillard,

who promised to wire $83,000 to

pay for the car, prosecutors said.

An Arizona resident contacted

police and reported an attempted

fraudulent wire transfer of

$83,000 from their bank account

to pay for the car. The transfer

was not approved.

10 stolen bulldogs found
in neighboring state

MI
TALLMADGE

TOWNSHIP — Ten

French bulldogs stolen from a

breeder in Ohio and worth an es-

timated total of $60,000 have

been recovered in western Mi-

chigan, authorities said.

The dogs taken from Holmes

County, Ohio, were found Mon-

day in Tallmadge Township, the

Ottawa County sheriff’s office

said, after the victim searched

online and found what were be-

lieved to be the dogs listed for

sale.

Sheriff’s officials in Holmes

County contacted Ottawa County

deputies, who recovered the

dogs. They had microchips used

for identification implanted be-

neath their skin and each was

valued at about $6,000, author-

ities said.

A 41-year-old woman and a 17-

year-old girl, both from Tall-

madge Township, could be

charged.

— From wire reports
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Kansas City manager Mike Matheny

warned opponents that if they act like Phila-

delphia’s Joe Girardi and ask umpires to

check Royals pitchers for sticky substanc-

es, it would provoke his team. 

New York Yankees reliever Zack Britton

and Max Scherzer, members of the players’

association’s executive subcommittee,

called on Major League Baseball to end on-

field checks by umpires and replace them

with monitors who would conduct inspec-

tions in clubhouses, dugouts and bullpens. 

“If I’m a young kid at the game and I’m

asking my dad, ‘Well, hey, what’s going on?

Why they getting checked?’ What he’s going

to say? ‘Well, they think everyone’s cheat-

ing,’ ” Britton said Wednesday. “I mean, is

that what we want the game to be about, like

we’re assuming you’re cheating? I just think

it’s a bad look.” 

On-field exams of pitchers started Mon-

day, a week after baseball Commissioner

Rob Manfred announced a crackdown on

unauthorized grip substances. When um-

pire Alfonso Marquez approached Scherzer

for a third time during Tuesday’s game, as

requested by Girardi, the three-time Cy

Young Award winner tossed his glove and

hat to the ground, unbuckled his belt and ap-

peared ready to take off his pants.

“I will say this: If somebody goes hunting

for something on one of our guys, I’ll guar-

antee we’re going to have every guy on that

bench and every other eye we can get on

what might be happening. But that’s not a

road I want to go down,” Matheny said

Wednesday at Yankee Stadium. “Let’s let

the umpires do what they’re told to do.”

When Oakland reliever Sergio Romo was

checked by the umpires after pitching the

seventh inning on Tuesday night, the veter-

an right-hander flung his belt onto the turf

and dropped his trousers. 

Britton said while the goal of eliminating

sticky substances was laudable, the method

of enforcement was hurtful. 

“I just think the optics of it are so bad for

baseball,” he said during batting practice,

speaking in front of the Yankees dugout.

“There’s a better way to do it. But it takes

more than just me or other players saying it.

It takes talking with MLB and sitting down

and hashing something out to where we can

enforce rules but not in the way that it’s be-

ing enforced.”

Cole also serves on the executive subcom-

mittee, which along with the union staff su-

pervises collective bargaining to replace

the labor contract that expires on Dec. 1.

Britton said there have not been talks be-

tween the union and MLB in several weeks

on foreign substances.

Nationals general manager Mike Rizzo

criticized Girardi during an interview on

Washington’s 106.7 The Fan. The Phillies

manager said he became suspicious be-

cause Scherzer was touching his hair more

than usual on the mound. 

Scherzer said he did that because he

couldn’t grip the ball and needed moisture

on his fingers. He also said he got tired of

tasting rosin. 

“It’s embarrassing for Girardi. It’s em-

barrassing for the Phillies. It’s embarrass-

ing for baseball,” Rizzo said. “Yes, he was

playing games. And, hey, that’s his right.

Gamesmanship. Had nothing to do with

substances. He had no probable cause to

ask for it. The umps shouldn’t have allowed

it. ... He’s a con artist. ... He has been doing

that for years on TV.” 

Phillies President Dave Dombrowski de-

fended his manager, who was ejected after

he left the dugout when Scherzer stared him

down. 

“That’s not Joe Girardi,” he said. “It’s to-

tally improper for (Rizzo) to say that. ... Joe

Girardi is the farthest from a con man of

anybody that I know. He’s a very sincere in-

dividual. He was within his rights.” 

Dombrowski added that he called Man-

fred’s office about the issue. MLB has con-

sulted with the umpires and determined Gi-

rardi’s request was legitimate. 

Matheny predicted more tension ahead. 

“There’s people who rightfully will be ve-

ry offended by being — I don’t if it’s being a

called a cheater or insinuating — but there’s

going to be a lot of this, I mean it’s going to be

awkward,” he said.

Britton said the checks would unnecessa-

rily increase tension between players and

umpires. He faulted Manfred for not speak-

ing with media on the matter. Manfred did

not hold a news conference after the June 3

owners’ meeting when MLB first said a

crackdown would be upcoming. 

On-field exams for substances unpopular
Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Shohei

Ohtani struck out nine over six

innings of one-run ball for the

Angels, but the San Francisco

Giants rallied for s even runs in

the 13th inning of a 9-3 win over

Los Angeles on Wednesday. 

Padres 5, Dodgers 3: Trent

Grisham drew a go-ahead,

bases-loaded walk with one out

in the eighth, and host San Diego

completed its first three-game

sweep of Los Angeles in eight

seasons. 

Yankees 6, Royals 5: Gary

Sánchez homered off Greg Hol-

land in the ninth inning, Luke

Voit hit a winning single and

New York survived another

blown save by Aroldis Chapman. 

Nationals  13,  Phillies  12:

Starlin Castro hit a go-ahead,

two-run single off closer Hector

Neris in the ninth inning and

Washington rallied three times

to beat host Philadelphia. 

Astros 13, Orioles 0: José Al-

tuve silenced the booing fans at

Camden Yards with a two-run

homer, José Urquidy (6-3)

pitched seven innings of three-

hit ball and Houston stretched its

winning streak to 10 games by

breezing past Baltimore. 

Rays 8, Red Sox 2: Austin

Meadows, Mike Zunino and

Brandon Lowe homered to help

host Tampa Bay stop a seven-

game losing streak. 

Blue Jays 3, Marlins 1:Robbie

Ray allowed one run in six in-

nings, and three relievers com-

pleted a five-hitter as Toronto

earned its fourth victory in a row,

beating host Miami to complete a

two-game sweep. 

Brewers 3, Diamondbacks 2:

Brandon Woodruff threw seven

dominant innings and also had

an RBI single at the plate, lead-

ing visiting Milwauke. 

Mets 7, Braves 3: Francisco

Lindor homered and drove in

three runs, Michael Conforto

jolted host his team’s stagnant of-

fense in his delayed return from

injury and host New York beat

Atlanta. 

Rangers 5, Athletics 3:Major

league rookie home run leader

Adolis García went deep twice

for his 19th and 20th, Brock Holt

had a tiebreaking RBI single in

the seventh inning and host Tex-

as beat Oakland. 

White Sox 4, Pirates 3: Yas-

mani Grandal hit a two-run dou-

ble and visiting Chicago stopped

a five-game losing streak. 

Rockies 5, Mariners 2: Tre-

vor Story homered twice, Ger-

man Márquez took a perfect

game into the sixth inning and

Colorado beat Seattle for just its

sixth road victory this season. 

Tigers 6, Cardinals 2:Jonath-

an Schoop hit a solo homer and a

two-run double to help host De-

troit beat skidding St. Louis. 

Giants wait out Ohtani, beat Angels in 13th inning
Associated Press
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MILWAUKEE — Trae

Young remains as poised as ev-

er in hostile environments in his

first postseason.

Young scored 48 points, Clint

Capela converted a go-ahead

putback with 29.8 seconds left

and the Atlanta Hawks beat the

Milwaukee Bucks 116-113 on

Wednesday night to open the

Eastern Conference finals. 

The Hawks improved to 6-2 in

road playoff games this year

and handed the Bucks their first

home loss of the postseason. 

“Ever since I was in middle

school, when I was going on the

road in middle school, I always

loved playing on the road,” said

Young, who was two points off

his career high. “I loved playing

against an opposing crowd, an

opposing team. It feels like

you’re really with your team,

and it’s just them in the build-

ing. I think that really brings our

group together.” 

Game 2 is Friday night in Mil-

waukee. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo had

34 points, 12 rebounds and nine

assists for the Bucks. Jrue Holi-

day added 33 points and 10 as-

sists. 

Milwaukee’s Khris Middle-

ton missed a potential tying

three-pointer in the closing sec-

onds. Although Middleton

scored 15 points, he shot 6-

for-23 and missed all nine of his

three-point attempts against At-

lanta. 

“I’ve just got to be better,”

Middleton said. “It’s as simple

as that.” 

Never before had the Hawks

won an Eastern Conference fi-

nals game since moving to At-

lanta in 1968. The Hawks reac-

hed the East finals in 2015, but

were swept by Cleveland. 

The franchise did win a title

in 1958 and reached the league

finals in 1957, 1960 and 1961

when it was in St. Louis. 

“It’s special,” Young said. “I

wanted to achieve things like

this when I was a rookie. Com-

ing in as a rookie, you don’t

know how hard it is until you’ve

got to actually do it.” 

John Collins added 23 points

and 15 rebounds for Atlanta. Ca-

pela had 12 points and 19 re-

bounds. 

Antetokounmpo scored the

first six points in a 9-0 run that

turned a 98-96 deficit into a 105-

98 advantage with 4:18 left. But

the Hawks scored the next five

points, and the game went back

and forth from there. 

“It’s a matter of us just trying

to withstand, hold the fort and

try to make plays,” Collins said.

“And I feel like we did that down

at the end.” 

Middleton missed a pull-up

jumper with about 43 seconds

left with the Bucks ahead 111-

110. Young missed a shot on the

other end of the floor, but Cape-

la grabbed his 19th rebound and

scored to put Atlanta in front for

good.

After Milwaukee’s Pat Con-

naughton shot an air-ball on a

three-pointer, Young made two

free throws with 17.3 seconds

remaining. 

“He was wide open,” Anteto-

kounmpo said about Con-

naughton’s shot. “Make or miss,

we live with that. We believe in

him.” 

Antetokounmpo made a pair

of free throws with 5.3 seconds

left, but Young brought the lead

back to three and closed the

scoring by sinking two free

throws of his own with 4.6 sec-

onds remaining. His focus at the

line revealed the veteran savvy

the 22-year-old Young has dis-

played throughout his first ca-

reer postseason. 

Tip-ins
Hawks: Bogdan Bogdanovic

started but clearly was at less

than full strength as he deals

with a sore knee. He scored four

points and shot 1-for-6. ... Cam

Reddish was available to play

for the first time in four months

but didn’t play. 
Bucks: Bobby Portis came

off the bench with 4½ minutes

left in the first quarter and end-

ed up with 11 points and eight re-

bounds. Portis hadn’t played a

single minute in the last three

games of the Bucks’ second-

round series. 

Young’s 48 points lifts Hawks in Game 1
Associated Press

EUGENE, Ore. — Dalilah Muhammad

has all the prestigious credentials: Reigning

world champion. Defending Olympic gold

medalist. World record holder.

Despite that, she doesn’t always grab top

billing in one of the most competitive races

in track and field — the women’s 400-meter

hurdles. 

The reason — Sydney McLaughlin, the

21-year-old phenom who has been on Mu-

hammad’s heels for most of the past few

seasons and even deserves some of the

credit for pushing the champion toward her

world-record times. 

Act One of their 2021 drama is expected to

take place at the U.S. Olympic track and

field trials Sunday. The encore could hap-

pen in Tokyo at the Olympics.

“We definitely push each other to be at

our best,” Muhammad said. “That’s a lot of

pressure, but it also makes us so much bet-

ter.” 

Action resumed Thursday at the trials.

There are still many spots up for grabs to

Tokyo over the final four days, the last two

of which are expected to reach 100 degrees,

with a potentially record-setting heatwave

descending on the Pacific Northwest. To

beat the heat, USA Track and Field moved

the start times for Saturday’s 20-kilometer

racewalks to 7 a.m. — two hours earlier than

originally scheduled. 

With McLaughlin pushing her to the fin-

ish, Muhammad ran the 400 hurdles in 52.16

seconds at the 2019 world championships in

Doha. She broke her own world record from

two months previous. McLaughlin’s sec-

ond-place time of 52.23 in Doha stands as

the third-best time ever. 

McLaughlin burst onto the national scene

by earning a spot for the 2016 Olympics at

age 16. Much was made of her multiple tal-

ents — including the ability to juggle while

riding a unicycle. 

Muhammad, meanwhile, has largely

stayed under the radar. She does not consid-

er this a rivalry, per se. 

“It’s actually unfortunate that it’s looked

up that way,” the 31-year-old Muhammad

said. “In reality, I definitely wish nothing

but the best for Sydney. I love to see where

the event can go.” 

Despite finishing second in the last major

race, McLaughlin might be considered a

slight favorite at the trials. Her best time

this season (52.83) is nearly 2 seconds better

than Muhammad’s (54.50). Muhammad is

still rounding into form after suffering a

hamstring injury earlier this season. 

Noah’s arc 
World champion sprinter Noah Lyles had

visions of a 100-200 sprint double. But it

didn’t work out in the 100, where he finished

seventh. He promised no such letdown in

his signature event, the 200, with the first

round Friday and the final Sunday in the fi-

nal event of the trials. 

“I plan to go into the 200 and dominate,”

Lyles said. “Point blank.” 

Women’s 400 hurdles set to sizzle on final weekend

Associated Press 
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UNIONDALE, N.Y. — Trail-

ing by two goals in the second

period of an elimination game,

the New York Islanders kept

their composure. They got one

goal before the end of the period,

and tied it in the third. 

Anthony Beauvillier then

stole the puck and scored 1:08 in-

to overtime as the Islanders ral-

lied to beat the Tampa Bay

Lightning 3-2 on Wednesday

night to force a deciding Game 7

in their Stanley Cup semifinal

series. 

“We knew we had a lot of time

on the clock still,” star center

Mathew Barzal said. “Just stuck

with it and fortunate enough to

get two goals and tie it up, and

obviously win in overtime.” 

Jordan Eberle and Scott May-

field also scored for New York,

with Barzal getting assists on

both. Semyon Varlamov fin-

ished with 22 saves. It was a big

response after an 8-0 loss in

Tampa, Fla., in Game 5 on Mon-

day night. 

“We knew we were going to

bounce back,” Beauvillier said.

“Even going down 2-0, I thought

we were still on top of our game.

We were having good shifts and

we just stuck with it. Obviously a

huge character win.” 

Beauvillier got his stick on the

puck to pick off Blake Coleman’s

pass for Jan Rutta in the right

circle, gathered it and quickly

beat Andrei Vasilevskiy on the

first shot on goal of the extra pe-

riod. It was Beauvillier’s first ca-

reer playoff overtime goal, and

his first score since Game 1 of

the second round against Bos-

ton. 

With this possibly the final

game at Nassau Coliseum as the

Islanders plan to move into their

new home at UBS Arena next

season, fans showered the ice

with beer cans and bottles in cel-

ebration. 

“I’ve never seen anything like

that,” Barzal said. “A little dan-

gerous, but you don’t see that too

often, so we embraced it. That’s

the Islanders faithful — they’re

passionate, they get excited, and

it was good stuff.” 

Brayden Point scored for the

ninth straight game and Antho-

ny Cirelli had a goal and an assist

for the Lightning, who lost play-

off scoring leader Nikita Kuche-

rov (27 points) to an apparent in-

jury early in the first period. Va-

silevskiy stopped 25 shots. 

“We battled hard, we were

short from the beginning,” Tam-

pa Bay’s Steven Stamkos said.

“We played a hell of a game to

get up 2-0. We knew they were

going to push. It’s two good

teams going at it at the best time

of the year. For the most part, I

thought we played pretty solid.

... We didn’t get the job done to-

night, but we get to go back in

front of our fans and get the job

done there.”

Game 7 is Friday night in

Tampa. 

Trailing 2-1, New York came

out strong to start the third, get-

ting the first seven shots of the

period. Mayfield tied at 2 with

8:44 left when he got a pass from

Barzal, skated into the right cir-

cle and beat Vasilevskiy with a

shot that went in off the cross-

bar. 

“We found a way to win, which

is huge for us,” Beauvillier said.

“Everyone’s happy and we get to

go to Tampa for Game 7.” 

Vasilevskiy had a nice glove

save on Barzal two minutes into

the second to preserve Tampa

Bay’s 1-0 lead. 

Elimination
The Islanders improved to 8-2

all-time when facing elimination

at home in Game 6 of a postsea-

son series

Scoring swings
Cirelli scored the Lightning’s

12th consecutive goal dating to

the third period of Game 4 on

Saturday night. Tampa Bay

scored twice in that period in a

3-2 loss and then won 8-0 in

Game 5 on Monday night. New

York scored the last three in this

one to even the series.

Beauvillier’s OT goal lifts Isles, forces Game 7
Associated Press 

OMAHA, Neb. — Enrique Bradfield Jr.

enjoyed the view from second base as the

biggest play of the season unfolded for Van-

derbilt. 

Bradfield had just driven in the tying run

against Stanford, and what happened next

was nearly unimaginable for a Commo-

dores team that had played from behind all

game. 

Spencer Jones scored from third on Bren-

dan Beck’s wild pitch with two outs in the

bottom of the ninth inning, allowing Van-

derbilt to stay alive in the College World Se-

ries with a 6-5 victory Wednesday night. 

“We’ve done some crazy things this year,

down in the last inning, two outs,” Bradfield

said. “Nobody’s on to start the inning. We

get to two outs, we get a baserunner, another

base hit follows. So we knew it was always

possible.” 

Possible, yet improbable. 

The reigning national champions were

down to their last strike before the shocking

finish against the Pac-12 pitcher of the year,

who had been dominant since beginning his

rare relief appearance in the seventh. 

The Commodores (47-16) were uncharac-

teristically sloppy against the Cardinal (39-

17) until the middle innings and pulled with-

in 5-4 after being down 4-0.

They avoided their shortest stay at the

CWS in their five appearances, all since

2011, and will play North Carolina State in

the Bracket 1 final. They would have to beat

the Wolfpack on Friday and again Saturday

to reach the best-of-three championship se-

ries a second straight time. 

Vandy won the national title in 2019.

There was no CWS last year because of the

pandemic. 

The first five batters that faced Beck (9-3)

struck out, and no one reached base until Ja-

vier Vaz walked on a 3-2 pitch with two outs

in the ninth. 

Jones hit a pinch infield single, and Vaz

ended up on third on shortstop Adam

Crampton’s off-target throw to first. Brad-

field then singled to right to bring home Vaz

and send Jones to third. 

On a 1-0 count to Carter Young, Beck

threw a curveball that slipped out of his

hand, sailed high and glanced off catcher

Kody Huff’s glove. Huff gave chase, but

Jones was able to score easily as the Com-

modores’ dugout emptied for a celebration

at home plate. 

“One of those classic World Series

games,” Stanford coach David Esquer said.

“Of course, it didn’t fall our way. I’ve been

part of a few of them, and some have gone

my way. That happens in Omaha some-

times. You get in those late innings and you

have a magical ending for one team or the

other. No regrets on our side.” 

The key, Vandy coach Tim Corbin said,

was his players’ ability to overcome their

poor start to put themselves in position to

win. 

“We just had to tie it up,” he said, ”so good

for the kids. They didn’t back down. They’ve

been tough. They’ve showed a lot of resilien-

cy and played a lot of one-run games — re-

gional, super regional, tonight. So nothing’s

been easy for the group.” 

Wild pitch costs Stanford in CWS loss to Vanderbilt
Associated Press 
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