STARSK, #STRIPES.

SunDAY, JUNE 13, 2021

A news dlgest for U.S. forces serving overseas

stripes.com

Marines join Japan, Australia for drills

By SETH ROoBSoON
Stars and Stripes

A company of U.S. Marines will soon join
Australian and Japanese troops in the Out-
back for drills that aim to enhance their
ability to coordinate artillery and air sup-
port with both manned and unmanned air-
craft.

Exercise Southern Jackaroo Kkicks off
Tuesday and runs through June 24, Capt.
Thomas deVries, a spokesman for Marine
Corps Rotational Force — Darwin, said in
an email Thursday.

“The purpose of the exercise is to in-
crease the capacity to mutually support
one another during joint operations,” he

said.

The force of 2,200 Marines is twice the
size of the one that deployed to Darwin for
the annual six-month rotation last year as
the coronavirus pandemic raged. A record
2,500 Marines were sent there in 2019.

Southern Jackaroo, which happens an-
nually, reinforces cooperation across a
range of military disciplines, including in-
fantry, aviation, artillery and combat engi-
neer training, according to the head of Aus-
tralia’s army, Lt. Gen. Rick Burr.

“The three forces will conduct complex
activities coordinating artillery, unmanned
aircraft systems and rotary wing assets,”
he said in an army statement. “There is a

lot to learn from our partners and this tri-
lateral format allows us to better under-
stand our respective capabilities. It also
enables us to continue to work together and
be ready to contribute to national and col-
lective responses.”

The exercise comes just before Talisman
Sabre, large-scale biennial training involv-
ing 17,000 troops, mostly from the United
States and Australia, that starts in late June
and peaks July 18-31. Canada, Japan, South
Korea, New Zealand and the United King-
dom are also involved.

France, India and Indonesia will partici-
pate as observer nations, the Australian
Defence Department said last week.

Marine’s son, girlfriend sail to Hawaii to attend college

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — Every sum-
mer as a boy, Tyler Savage’s mother took
him to spend time in her native country of
Hungary, where he swam and learned to
sail on Lake Balaton, the largest body of
water in Central Europe.

But Savage, now 19, was always frustrat-
ed with the strict rules preventing him from
sailing all the way across the lake.

Last month, he, along with his 19-year-
old girlfriend, Bella Siegrist, set sail on a
journey that had no boundaries, crossing
the Pacific Ocean from San Diego to Hono-
lulu in a 29-foot boat in 21 days.

They arrived June S at a Waikiki Beach
marina and will begin attending the Uni-
versity of Hawaii in August. That’s a long,
long way from Stuttgart High School in
Germany, where the two met.

At the time, Savage’s father, Marine
Corps Lt. Col. Glenn Savage, was stationed
in Germany. Siegrist’s father, a retired sol-
dier, worked as a government employee.

The sailing trip came about through hap-
penchance and a sense of adventure.

They graduated in the spring of 2020, af-
ter which Savage’s father was transferred
to Marine Corps Air Station Miramar in
San Diego. The teen moved with them, and

Siegrist joined him there later in the sum-
mer.

They had both planned to attend college
in Oregon that fall but decided to forgo
school for a year when that college offered
only virtual classes. They then set their
sights on attending the University of Ha-
waii.

In the meantime, they immersed them-
selves in San Diego’s sailing world, first
buying a tiny catamaran for a few hundred
dollars, which they rented out for income.
Siegrist worked at a marina at Lake Mira-
mar.

With money borrowed from his parents,
they bought a 24-foot boat, and with it, the
seed of an idea.

“I said to Ty, ‘What if we sail to Hawaii
with this boat?”” Siegrist said during an in-
terview Wednesday under a huge banyan
tree on Waikiki Beach near the marina at
which they arrived.

“Ty got into the idea, and he just carried
it away.”

Ultimately, they did not think their first
boat was up to the rigors of a transpacific
trip, so they ended up selling the boats they
had to buy the 29-footer they ended up tak-
ing — after a fair amount of refurbishment.

They set off May 15, shortly after they
had both gotten their second dose of coro-

navirus vaccine.

Week one was not at all pleasant — cold
and windy, with choppy waters pounding
onto the side of the boat and drenching
what was inside.

“The first night I threw up,” Savage said.

But as they reached a warmer clime and
began sailing into the waves, there was
more to enjoy.

Whales seemed to be curious about their
small boat, swimming under it at times and
partially surfacing near it. They once saw a
shark rocket out of the water and catch a
low-flying bird.

Savage’s parents, who flew to Hawaii for
their arrival Saturday, provided them with
a lifeboat and other safety devices for the
trip.

The teens are staying with friends as they
begin preparing for school in the fall. Sie-
grist plans on majoring in marketing or
management, while Savage will focus on
physics.

As for their boat, they hope to generate
some income by perhaps chartering it dur-
ing summers for tourists seeking a taste of
life at sea, perhaps offering trips to neigh-
boring islands.

“I think a lot of people want to see the
more unfiltered version of sailing,” Savage
said.
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Fires Shock drills
end in the Arctic

By IMMANUEL JOHNSON
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany —The U.S.
Army’s only long-range artillery brigade in
Europe firedits rockets this week in the Arc-
tic region, marking a first for a unit that has
been tested in a new series of drills stretch-
ing from the High North to Africa.

The 41st Field Artillery Brigade marked
the end of its Fires Shock exercises with a
live-fire eventin Setermoen, Norway, where
itcombined forces Thursday withits Norwe-
gian counterparts.

The exercise was the farthest north the
brigade, based in Grafenwoehr, has operat-
ed since being reactivated in 2019. It was al-
so the first time in more than 2S5 years that
the U.S. Army had conducted a Multiple
Launch Rocket System live-fire in Norway.

“This type of training in the Arctic in-
creases the Army’s ability to operate in ex-
treme cold-weather, mountainous and high
latitude environments and supports the Ar-
my’s Arctic strategy,” U.S. Army Europe
and Africa said in a statement.

The Arctic has emerged as a larger prior-
ity for the Pentagon amid concerns about
Russia’s escalating military presence. The
Army released a strategy document in
March that called for specially equipped
and trained brigades in the Arctic “given in-
creasing levels of great power competitor
activities” in the region.

“This will be the first time we have con-
ducted an MLRS live fire this far north, but
inaccordance with the Army’s Arctic Strate-
gy I doubt it will be the last,” brigade com-
mander Col. Daniel Miller said in a state-
ment.

For USAREUR-AF, the exercise was the
culmination of amore than monthlong effort
that has showcased the 41st’s FAB’s range
across Europe. Fires Shock has sent its artil-
lerymen on missions to the Baltics, Black
Searegion, Germany and northern Africa.

InNorway, U.S. soldiers worked with Nor-
wegian forces and Marines based out of
Camp Lejeune, N.C. The brigade also coor-
dinated with Norwegian F-16s to conduct
precision targeting.

“Throughout the Fires Shock exercises,
we have proved our ability to expertly plan,
deploy and execute multiple missions si-
multaneously across the globe at the time
and place of our choosing,” Miller said.

Biden, NATO

leaders bid

adieu to Afghanistan war

Associated Press

U.S. President Joe Biden and his NATO
counterparts will bid a symbolic farewell to
Afghanistan on Monday in Brussels, their
last summit before America winds up its
longest “forever war” and the U.S. military
pulls out for good.

The meeting is bound to renew questions
about whether NATO’s most ambitious op-
eration ever was worth it.

The 18-year effort cost the United States
alone $2.26 trillion, and the price in lives in-
cludes 2,442 American troops and 1,144 per-
sonnel among U.S. allies, according to
Brown University. NATO does not keep a
record of those who die in its operations.

Those casualty figures dwarf Afghan
losses, which include more than 47,000 ci-
vilians, up to 69,000 members of the nation-
al armed forces and police, and over 51,000
opposition fighters.

The military effort followed the 2001 ar-
rival of a U.S.-led coalition that ousted the
Taliban for harboring al-Qaida leader Osa-
ma bin Laden. Few experts argue that it
brought long-term stability, meaningful de-
mocracy or security.

“At this point, you get the impression that
NATO leaders almost want to downplay and
leave quietly, rather than making too big a
deal of it, and going on to focus on other
business,” said Erik Brattberg, director of
the Europe Program at the Carnegie En-
dowment for International Peace.

With the U.S. leading the withdrawal, Eu-
ropean allies and Canada want to hear Bi-
den’s thinking about how security will be as-
sured at their embassies, along major trans-
port routes and above all at Kabul’s airport.

Many wonder whether the Afghan gov-
ernment can survive a resurgent Taliban.
Some think Kabul’s capitulation is only a
matter of time.

“We are currently in intense discussions
with our member states, the United States,
NATO and the United Nations on the ab-
sence of essential security conditions for
our continued diplomatic presence. It will
be difficult to keep it” in place, European
Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell
said.

Fornow, NATO plans to leave civilian ad-
visers to help build up government institu-
tions.

Familiar face returns to Okinawa to
command 1st Marine Aircraft Wing

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Marine air
power in Japan welcomed a familiar face as
its new leader Friday at Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma on Okinawa.

Brig. Gen. Brian Cavanaugh took com-
mand of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing from
Brig. Gen. Christopher McPhillips during a
flight-line ceremony with MV-22B Ospreys
and F-35B Lightning II stealth fighters
parked nearby.

Cavanaugh, a Bronze Star recipient, is no
stranger to 1st MAW. He has held every
rank in his 30-year career, save for second
lieutenant, while serving under its banner.

“I understand that 1st MAW, through the

work of Gen. McPhillips and his team, is
ready to fight now and we will continue to be
ready to fight now,” Cavanaugh told the au-
dience. “All I ask of the Marines and sailors
is to be ready.”

The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing — often re-
ferred to as the “tip of the spear” in Marine
aviation — consists of approximately 7,500
Marines and sailors operating a comple-
ment of fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft
from bases across Japan and Hawaii. The
unit is the aviation combat element of III
Marine Expeditionary Force.

McPhillips, a career AV-8B Harrier pilot
who took over in June 2019, heads to a joint
billet at U.S. Indo-Pacific Command in Ha-
waii, wing spokesman Maj. Ken Kunze said.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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G-7 leaders agree on vaccines and China

Associated Press

CARBIS BAY, England —
Leaders of the Group of Seven
wealthy nations on Sunday
pledged more than 1 billion coro-
navirus vaccine doses to poorer
nations, vowed to help developing
countries grow their economies
while fighting climate change
and agreed to challenge China’s
“non-market economic practic-
es” and call out Beijing for rights
abuses in Xinjiang and Hong
Kong.

Speaking at the end of a G-7
leaders’ summit in southwest En-
gland, British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson praised the “fantastic
degree of harmony” among the
reenergized group, which met in
person for the first time in two
years.

The leaders wanted to show
that international cooperation is
back after the upheavals caused
by the pandemic and the unpre-
dictability of former U.S. Presi-

dent Donald Trump. And they
wanted to convey that the club of
wealthy democracies — Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
the United Kingdom and the
United States —is a better friend
to poorer nations than authoritar-
ian rivals such as China.

Johnson said the G-7 would
demonstrate the value of democ-
racy and human rights to the rest
of the world and help “the world’s
poorest countries to develop
themselves in a way that is clean
and green and sustainable.”

“It’s not good enough for us to
just rest on our laurels and talk
about howimportant those values
are,” he told reporters after the 3-
day meeting on the Cornwall
coast. “And thisisn’t aboutimpos-
ing our values on the rest of the
world. What we as the G-7 need to
do is demonstrate the benefits of
democracy and freedom and hu-
man rights to the rest of the
world.”

But health and environmental
campaigners were distinctly un-
impressed by the details in the
leaders’ final meeting communi-
que.

“This G-7 summit will live onin
infamy,” said Max Lawson, the
head of inequality policy at the in-
ternational aid group Oxfam.
“Faced with the biggest health
emergency in a century and a cli-
mate catastrophe that is destroy-
ing our planet, they have com-
pletely failed to meet the chal-
lenges of our times.”

Despite Johnson’s call to “vac-
cinate the world” by the end of
2022, the promise of 1 billion dos-
es for vaccine-hungry countries
— coming both directly and
through the international CO-
VAX program — falls far short of
the 11 billion doses the World
Health Organization said is need-
ed to vaccinate at least 70% of the
world’s population and truly end
the pandemic.

U.S. President Joe Biden also
wanted to persuade fellow demo-
cratic leaders to present a more
unified front to compete econom-
ically with Beijing and strongly
call out China’s “nonmarket poli-
cies and human rights abuses.”

In the group’s communique
published Sunday, the group
said: “With regard to China, and
competition in the global econo-
my, we will continue to consult on
collective approaches to chal-
lenging nonmarket policies and
practices which undermine the
fair and transparent operation of
the global economy.”

The leaders also said they will
promote theirvalues by callingon
China to respect human rights
and fundamental freedoms in
Xinjiang, where Beijing is ac-
cused of committing serious hu-
man rights abuses against the
Uyghur minority, and in the
semi-autonomous city of Hong
Kong.

Mass shootings rise as
summer nears in US

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Two people
were killed and at least 30 oth-
ers wounded in mass shootings
overnight in three states, au-
thorities said Saturday, stoking
concerns thataspikein U.S. gun
violence could continue into
summer as coronavirus restric-
tions ease and more people are
free to socialize.

The attacks took place late
Friday or early Saturday in the
Texas capital of Austin, Chicago
and Savannah, Ga.

In Austin, authorities said
they arrested one of two male
suspects and were searching for
the other after a shooting early
Saturday on a crowded pedes-
trian-only street packed with
bars and restaurants. Fourteen
people were wounded, includ-
ing two critically, in the gunfire,
which the city’s interim police
chief said is believed to have

started as a dispute between
two parties.

In Chicago, a woman was
killed and nine other people
were wounded when two men
opened fire on a group standing
on a sidewalk in the Chatham
neighborhood on the city’s
South Side. The shooters also
gotaway and hadn’t been identi-
fied by mid-afternoon Saturday.

In the south Georgia city of
Savannah, police said one man
was Kkilled and seven other peo-
ple were wounded in a mass
shooting Friday evening, police
said. Two of the wounded are
children — an 18-month-old and
a 13-year-old.

Savannah’s police chief, Roy
Minter, Jr., said the shooting
may be linked to an ongoing dis-
pute between two groups, citing
reports of gunshots being fired
at the same apartment complex
earlier in the week.

Airline industry sees rebound

Associated Press

DALLAS — The airline indus-
try’s recovery from the pandem-
ic passed a milestone as more
than 2 million people streamed
through U.S. airport security
checkpoints on Friday for the
first time since early March 2020.

The Transportation Security
Administration announced Sat-
urday that 2.03 million travelers
were screened at airport check-
points on Friday. It was the first
time in 15 months that the num-
ber of security screenings has
surpassed 2 million in a single
day.

Airline bookings have been
picking up since around Febru-
ary, as more Americans were
vaccinated against COVID-19
and — at least within the United
States — travel restrictions such
as mandatory quarantines began
to ease.

The recovery is not complete.
Friday’s crowds were only 74% of
the volume compared to the
same day in 2019. The 2.03 mil-

lion figure, however, was also 1.5
million more travelers than the
same day last year, according to
the TSA.

The 2-million mark represents
quite a turnaround for the travel
industry, which was hammered
by the pandemic. There were
days in April 2020 when fewer
than 100,000 people boarded
planesinthe U.S., and the CEO of
Boeing predicted that at least one
major U.S. airline would go bank-
rupt.

Most of the airlines are still los-
ing money. Southwest eked out a
narrow first-quarter  profit
thanks toits share of $64 billion in
federal pandemic relief to the in-
dustry, and others are expected
to follow suit later this year.

The fear of large-scale fur-
loughs haslifted. United Airlines,
which lost $7 billion and threat-
ened to furlough 13,000 workers
last fall, told employees this week
that their jobs are secure even
when the federal money runs out
in October.
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Israel votes Netanyahu out

Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel’s parliament
narrowly voted in favor of a new coalition
government, ending Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s historic 12-year rule.

Naftali Bennett, a former ally of Neta-
nyahu turned bitter rival, becomes prime
minister, presiding over a diverse and
fragile coalition comprised of eight parties
with deep ideological differences. Neta-
nyahu remains head of the Likud party
and will hold the post of opposition leader.

Netanyahu sat silently during the vote.
After it was approved, he stood up to leave
the chamber, before turning around and
shaking Bennett’s hand.

A dejected Netanyahu, wearing a black
medical mask, then sat down in the opposi-
tion leader’s chair.

Sunday’s vote, passed by a 60-59 margin,
ended a two-year cycle of political paraly-
sis in which the country held four elec-
tions.

The eight parties, including a small Arab
faction that is making history by sitting in
the ruling coalition, are united in their op-

position to Netanyahu and new elections
but agree on little else. They are likely to
pursue a modest agenda that seeks to re-
duce tensions with the Palestinians and
maintain good relations with the U.S. with-
out launching any major initiatives.

Netanyahu, who is on trial for corrup-
tion, remains the head of the largest party
in parliament and is expected to vigorous-
ly oppose the new government.

If just one faction bolts, it could lose its
majority and would be at risk of collapse,
giving him an opening to return to power.

The country’s deep divisions were on
vivid display as Bennett addressed parlia-
ment ahead of the vote. He was repeatedly
interrupted and loudly heckled by sup-
porters of Netanyahu, several of whom
were escorted out of the chamber.

Bennett’s speech mostly dwelled on do-
mestic issues, but he expressed opposition
to U.S. efforts to revive Iran’s nuclear deal
with world powers.

Bennett nevertheless thanked President
Joe Biden and the U.S. for its decades of
support for Israel.

2 Americans on trial in Japan for
aiding in escape of Nissan’s Ghosn

Associated Press

TOKYO — Americans Michael Taylor and
his son, Peter Taylor, go on trial in Tokyo on
Monday on charges they helped Nissan’s for-
mer chairman, Carlos Ghosn, skip bail and
flee to Lebanon in December 2019.

The Taylors were arrested in Massachu-
setts in May 2020 and extradited to Japan in
March. They have not been released on bail
and are not available for comment, which is
standard in Japan. They were formally
charged in March with helping a criminal es-
cape. Michael Taylor, a former Green Beret,
told The Associated Press while still in the
U.S. that Peter was not in Japan when Ghosn
fled the country. The elder Taylor has helped
parents rescue abducted children, gone un-
dercover for the FBI and worked as a contrac-
tor for the U.S. military in Iraq and Afghanis-
tan.

Ghosn led Japanese automaker Nissan Mo-
tor Co. for two decades before his arrest in To-
kyo in November 2018. He was charged with
falsifying securities reports in underreport-
ing his compensation and with breach of trust.
He says he is innocent and the compensation
he is accused of not reporting was never de-

cided on or paid. Ghosn says he feared he
would not get a fair trial in Japan, where more
than 99% of criminal cases result in convic-
tions. Japanese prosecutors say he paid at
least $1.3 million to organize his escape.
Ghosn is on Interpol’s wanted list, but Japan
has no extradition treaty with Lebanon.

Tokyo prosecutors say Michael Taylor and
another man, George-Antoine Zayek, hid
Ghosn in a large box meant to carry audio
equipment, snuck him through airport securi-
ty in Osaka, central Japan, and loaded him on-
to a private jet to Turkey. Peter Taylor is ac-
cused of meeting with Ghosn to help with the
escape. Zayek has not been arrested. A U.S.
appeals court rejected the Taylors’ petition to
put their extradition on hold.

The Taylors will go through the Japanese
equivalent of entering a plea before a panel of
three judges. They may also give statements.
They have said they didn’t break any laws be-
cause skipping bail is not technically illegal in
Japan. But Ghosn was not supposed to leave
the country. Deputy Chief Prosecutor Hiroshi
Yamamoto said prosecutors will outline the
charges, but he declined to comment specifi-
cally on the case.

Remains of 17
victims found in
Mexico serial
killer’s home

Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Investigators digging
under the house of a suspected serial kill-
er on the outskirts of Mexico City said
Saturday they found 3,787 bone frag-
ments, apparently belonging to 17 victims.

Prosecutors in the State of Mexico,
which borders Mexico City, suggested the
grisly finds may not end there. In excava-
tions carried out since May 17, authorities
have dug up the floors of the house where
the suspect lived. They now plan to extend
the search to the soil beneath several oth-
er rooms he rented out on the same prop-
erty.

ID cards and other possessions from
people who disappeared years ago were
found at the junk-filled home, suggesting
the trail of killings may go back years.

The number of bone fragments found
underneath concrete floors at the sus-
pect’s home would imply the corpses may
have been hacked into tiny pieces. That
could make sense: the suspect, identified
by prosecutors only as “Andrés,” was for-
merly a butcher and, in fact, sectioned and
filleted his last victim.

Authorities have not released the full
name of the 72-year-old suspect under
Mexican laws protecting a suspect’s iden-
tity.

He has been ordered to stand trial in the
killing of his last victim, a 34-year-old
woman whose body he allegedly dismem-
bered May 14 with a butcher’s hacksaw
and knives.

He was caught, not as a result of keen
investigative work, but because his most
recent alleged victim was the wife of a
police commander whom he knew person-
ally. He was to have accompanied the vic-
tim on a shopping trip the day she dis-
appeared, so her husband suspected him
when she failed to return.

The police officer gained access to po-
lice surveillance cameras showing his wife
had entered, but not left, the street where
the suspect lived; the policeman went to
the home, confronted the suspect, and
found his wife’s hacked-up body inside.

Prosecutors said they are still examin-
ing the bone fragments to see if they can
extract any DNA to identify the victims.
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Police arrest ‘crawling’

restaurant burglar
MARIETTA — Po-
lice said they nabbed

a man they call “the crawling
burglar” for crawling through
windows of metro Atlanta res-
taurants and then slithering
across the floor to avoid motion
detectors.

He islinked to atleast a dozen
such crimes, in which cash and
liquor were stolen, police in
Cobb County told The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution.

The thefts were part of a
monthslong burglary spree dat-
ing to September at restaurants
in the Marietta, Kennesaw and
Acworth areas northwest of At-
lanta, police said. The spree
ended with the arrest of Aron
Jermaine Major of Atlanta dur-
ing a traffic stop, authorities
said.

Police recover prosthetic
leg stolen after crash

F TAMPA — When

Christopher Allen
Harris’ daughter was just S
years old, she drew a picture of
her father holding her in his
arms. She included Harris’
prosthetic leg in the stick-figure
drawing.

But after the father, 49, was
struck by a car, his prosthetic
leg was dislodged and stolen.
Police found the limb, after a
tipster reached out. The pros-
thetic was found with some dis-
carded items at a laundromat,
according to the St. Petersburg
Police Department. Officers re-
turned it to Carrie Harris, his
estranged wife, who advocated
for the limb’s return.

Harris has had a prosthetic
leg since he was 3 years old, a

result of a birth defect. His most
recent one was covered in one-
of-a-kind Marvel artwork and
valued at $15,000.

Troopers: No citation for
man who helped moose

AK ANCHORAGE —

Alaska Wildlife
Troopers do notintend to issue a
citation to a man who was seen
lifting a baby moose over a
guardrail in south-central Alas-
ka,thoughitisillegal to “handle
any wild animal in a similar
fashion,” an Alaska State Troop-
ers spokesperson said in an
email to The Associated Press.

Alaska’s News Source report-
ed an Anchorage man, Joe Tate,
was driving home from a fishing
trip with friends when he saw a
line of cars and a moose in the
road on the Kenai Peninsula.

Tate said a mother moose was
pacing in the road, and a young
calf struggled to scale a guard-
rail to join her. He said he con-
sidered calling wildlife officials
or law enforcement but worried
an accident could occur before
they arrived.

Fire crew helps cool
down stranded chickens

I ADDISON — A load of

14,000 chickens that
were stranded in suburban Chi-
cago when the semitrailer they
were in lost a wheel were later
sprayed down by firefighters to
protect the tightly-packed birds
from overheating.

After the semi arrived at Su-
per Truck Service in Addison, a
medic crew from the Addison
Fire Protection District saw me-
chanic Andrew Loucks hosing
down the birds and knew that
wouldn’t be enough for the

chickens to survive the heaton a
day when temperatures
climbed well into the 80s.

Battalion Chief Chris Mans-
field said a firetruck was dis-
patched and firefighters hosed
“probably several hundred gal-
lons of water” onto the chickens.

Despite those efforts, Mans-
field said several hundred, “if
not a thousand,” chickens died
as they awaited the arrival of a
truck from Wisconsin to take
them to a farm.

Police: Driver hit 141
mph before killing man

LAS VEGAS — Au-

thorities in Las Ve-
gas said a man from El Paso,
Texas, was arrested on reckless
driving and DUI charges after
fatally hitting a moped rider
while driving 141 mph near the
Strip.

Police said in a statement that
Andrew James Rodriguez, 33,
was driving a blue 2017 Lam-
borghini Huracan with a Min-
nesota license plate at “an ex-
tremely high rate of speed”
when it crashed into the back of
the TaoTao moped driven by
Walter Richard Anderson, S8.
Anderson died at the scene.

Rodriguez did not have a valid
license and was identified by law
enforcement with a passport, au-
thorities said. Rodriguez was al-
so not the registered owner of
the vehicle.

Truck runs Border
Patrol van off road

VAN HORN — At
least six people were
injured when a semitrailer cut
off a Border Patrol van carrying
migrants on a West Texas high-
way, forcing the van from the

road and rolling it, an agency
spokesman said.

The crash happened two
miles east of Van Horn, which is
roughly 115 miles southeast of
El Paso, said Greg Davis, Cus-
toms and Border Protection
spokesman for the Big Bend
Sector. He said the van was in a
passing lane when the truck
pulled in front of it, forcing it
from the road and rolling it.

The agent at the wheel and a
passenger were airlifted to an
El Paso hospital. The rest were
taken by ambulance, Davis said.

The truck driver was cited,
Davis said.

Authorities seize illegal
marijuana grows in bust

c LANCASTER — Au-

thorities seized tens
of millions of dollars worth of il-
legal marijuana grown in the
high desert as part of an effort to
curtail the black market’s grip
on Southern California.

Twenty-three people were ar-
rested in the Antelope Valley, 70
miles north of Los Angeles, and
officials planned to bulldoze S00
illegal grows in the area.

The massive bust was partly
in response to residents’ com-
plaints of water being stolen,
Los Angeles County Sheriff
Alex Villanueva said during a
news conference in Lancaster.
The largest grow had more than
70 greenhouses over 10 acres,
with an estimated marijuana
crop worth $50 million.

Villanueva said the amount of
seized marijuana was being
measured by the tons. Lancas-
ter Mayor R. Rex Parris said the
operation had found $380 mil-
lion worth of infrastructure and
marijuana in the area.

— From wire reports
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Hey, 19: Djokovic tops Tsitsipas in 5 sets

Associated Press

PARIS — Talented and tenacious as they
come, Novak Djokovic was not about to con-
cede a thing after dropping the first two sets
of the French Open final against his young-
er, fresher foe, Stefanos Tsitsipas.

Djokovic looked diminished and deplet-
ed at the outset Sunday. By the end, he was
at his imperious best.

The top-seeded Djokovic came all the
way back to beat the fifth-seeded Tsitsipas
6-7 (6), 2-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4 for his second
championship at Roland Garros and 19th
Grand Slam title overall.

“I’'mvery proud, very happy. I don’t want
to stop there,” said Djokovic, who spread
his arms, then tapped his chest and
crouched to touch the red clay at Court Phi-
lippe Chatrier after ending the match with
a leaping volley. “Hopefully I can keep on
(winning) here in Roland Garros, at least
one or two more times.”

As things stand, Djokovic is just one ma-
jor trophy away from tying the men’s re-
cord of 20 shared by Rafael Nadal and Rog-
er Federer and will get his first chance to
pull even with his rivals at Wimbledon,
which starts in two weeks.

Djokovic became one of only three men
— alongside Rod Laver and Roy Emerson
— to have won each major tournament at

least twice. And now, as the reigning cham-
pion at the Australian Open and French
Open, Djokovic can set his sights on anoth-
er rare achievement: He is halfway to join-
ing Laver (1962 and 1969) and Don Budge
(1938) as the only men with a calendar-year
Grand Slam.

The 34-year-old Djokovic eliminated 13-
time French Open champion Nadal — a
challenge the Serb likened to scaling Mt.
Everest — in a semifinal that lasted more
than four hours Friday night.

That was only Nadal’s third career loss in
108 matches at the clay-court major tourna-
ment.

He also had defeated Nadal in Paris in
2015 before losing that year’s final, and it
appeared as if the same fate was waiting
Sunday.

Djokovic looked drained early, and the
22-year-old Tsitsipas had the upper hand
for two sets.

“It was not easy for me,” Djokovic said,
“both physically and mentally.”

Eventually, though, he got his best-in-
the-game returning on track and served so
flawlessly down the stretch that he did not
face a single break point over the last three
sets.

That enabled him to complete his sixth
career comeback from two sets down —

and second of the past week.

Indeed, the International Tennis Feder-
ation said Djokovic — who trailed 19-year-
old Lorenzo Musetti two sets to none in the
fourth round — is the first man in the pro-
fessional era to win a Grand Slam tourna-
ment after twice facing a 2-0 deficit in sets.

Experience could have been a factor, too.

This was the first major final for Tsitsi-
pas and the 29th for Djokovic, who also won
the French Open in 2016, to go with nine ti-
tles at the Australian Open, five at Wimble-
don and three at the U.S. Open.

Of just as much, if not more, significance
to the ultimate outcome: Djokovic is 35-10
in five-setters — including a men’s-record
32 wins in Grand Slam matches of that
length — while Tsitsipas is merely S-S.

“I’d like to thank the Greek fans, and my
team, who are constantly behind me, for my
dreams. This is a long journey,” said Tsit-
sipas, who was trying to become the first
tennis player from Greece to win a major
singles title.

On a sunny, breezy afternoon, with the
temperature approaching 80 degrees Fah-
renheit (over 25 degrees Celsius) and at-
tendance limited to 5,000, about a third of
the stadium capacity, because of COVID-19
restrictions, Tsitsipas needed just about
100 minutes to grab his big lead.

NHL playoff teams are holding their own on the road

Associated Press

Fans gave the Carolina Hurricanes a
standing ovation after their team bowed out
of the second round of the playoffs in five
games to the Tampa Bay Lightning.

The crowd of 16,000-plus did not get
much to cheer about on the ice before the
final horn sounded because the defending
Stanley Cup champion Lightning kept the
Hurricanes from scoring.

“We’re slowly getting back used to this,
but I think ultimately the way to try and
keep the crowd down is don’t let their team
score on you,” Tampa Bay coach Jon Coop-
er said.

Fans are back at varying levels for every
team left in the NHL playoffs, and yet road
teams are holding their own, winning just
under half the games played so far. Players
and coaches are enjoying the warmth and
noise of having fans back after the 2020 bub-
ble playoffs went on in cold, empty build-
ings.

With that comes the natural desire to si-
lence a home crowd when on the road.

“If you take the fans out of it right away,
your squad gets energy and momentum and
that’s the whole goal,” Montreal defense-
man Joel Edmundson said Thursday. “The
crowds definitely help the home team espe-
cially in the playoffs, so the earlier you can
take them out of it, the better it’s going to set
up for you in the game.”

While goaltending has played a major
role in the success of visiting teams, the big-
gest key has been scoring first. The road
team has scored first in 23 of 32 victories
through the first two rounds and trailed first
in 22 of the 33 wins by the home team.

“If you can do that, maybe the crowds get
a little bit nervous and in anticipation and
they watch the clock wind down,” said
Cooper, whose Lightning are S-1 on the
road. “But (if) you let the opposing team
score goals, all it does is amp up the energy
in the building.”

That energy doesn’t just benefit the home
team. After skating in eerily silent rinks
with piped-in noise for so many games, any
crowd is a good crowd.

“It’s just really exciting to be around any
crowd just because of what we’ve been
through,” Boston winger Brad Marchand
said. “Typically in playoff time it’s tough to
go in an opposing team’s building and be in
front of their crowd, but I think we get excit-
ed for it now just as much as the other
team.”

Which team has the better goalie some-
times makes the difference. NBC Sports
analyst Pierre McGuire credited Minnesota
goaltender Cam Talbot for stealing the first
playoff game with fans at Vegas and New
York’s Semyon Varlamov for winning a
game for the Islanders in Boston.

“That’s the goaltending thing,” McGuire
said. “The biggest thing now moving for-
ward will be that the crowds are electrify-
ing.”
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Phils top Yanks for 3rd straight walkoff win

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Jean
Segura scored Ronald Torreyes
with an infield single in the 10th
inning for his second straight
game-ending hit and the Phila-
delphia Phillies got a third con-
secutive walkoff win with an 8-7
victory over the New York Yan-
kees on Saturday.

After Yankees star DJ LeMa-
hieu hit a tying, three-run homer
inthe ninth, Archie Bradley (2-1)
pitched a perfect 10th to strand
the designated runner.

Travis Jankowski led off the
bottom of the inning against
Aroldis Chapman (4-2) by reac-
hing on the pitcher’s error. Jan-
kowski bunted, and Chapman
fielded the ball, checked Tor-
reyes at second, then hurried a
throw high to first. Torreyes ad-
vanced to third.

Odubel Herrera popped out,
then Segura hit a hard grounder
to third baseman Gio Urshela,
who dived toward the line to
catch it but couldn’t relay the
ball home ahead of Torreyes.

Bryce Harper doubled, had
two singles and drove in two for
the Phillies, who have won five of
Six.

Gary Sanchez hit a solo homer
and had an RBI single, and
Rougned Odor also went deep
for New York, which has lost six
of eight.

Rangers 12, Dodgers 1: Jo-
nah Heim and Nate Lowe had
two-run homers among their
three hits apiece, and Texas
snapped its 16-game road losing
streak.

Jason Martin hit his first ma-
jor league homer and Willie Cal-

houn had an RBI triple for the
Rangers, who hadn’t won away
from Arlington since May 6. The
skid matched the longest road
losing streak in franchise histo-
ry, set by the expansion Wash-
ington Senatorsin1961. It was al-
so the AL’s longest road losing
streak since 2010, and the long-
est within a single season since
1970.

Kolby Allard (2-2) pitched five
scoreless innings of five-hit ball,
striking out four with one walk.
Isiah Kiner-Falefa extended his
hitting streak to 10 games with
three hits and also stole three
bases for the Rangers.

Indians 5, Mariners 4 (10):
César Hernandez scored on a
throwing error by pitcher Paul
Sewald in the 10th inning, com-
pleting host Cleveland’s rally
over Seattle.

After scoring three times with
two outs in the ninth to make it
4-all, the Indians loaded the
bases with no outs in the 10th.

Nationals 2-1, Giants 0-2: La-
Monte Wade Jr. led off the
eighth inning with an RBI single
that broke a scoreless tie in the
eighth inning and visiting San
Francisco held on to beat Wash-
ington to earn a split in the day-
night doubleheader.

In the opener, Erick Fedde re-
turned after nearly a month on
the COVID-19 injured list and
pitched five sharp innings that
led the Nationals to a seven-in-
ning win.

Marlins 4, Braves 2: Zach
Thompson pitched five scoreless
innings and earned his first ma-
jor league win, leading host Mia-
mi over Atlanta.

Adam Duvall and Lewin Diaz

hit solo homers for the Marlins,
who won their third straight
overall and second straight over
the Braves to claim their first
home series against Atlanta
since Oct. 1, 2017.

Athletics 11, Royals 2: Matt
Olson had four hits, including his
16th home run, and host Oakland
roughed up Kansas City rookie
Jackson Kowar.

Matt Chapman also connected
and drove in three runs. Skye
Bolt added his first career home
run as the A’s improved to 11-2
against teams from the AL Cen-
tral.

White Sox 15, Tigers 2: Dylan
Cease became the first White
Sox pitcher to win his first eight
career starts against an oppo-
nent in a rout at Detroit.

Brian Goodwin homered and
drove in five runs in his Chicago
debut.

Blue Jays 7, Red Sox 2: Mar-
cus Semien hit a two-run homer
— one of three longballs by To-
ronto in the fifth inning — to ex-
tend his club-record road hitting
streak to 25 games in a win at
Boston.

Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Bo Bi-
chette, Cavan Biggio and Reese
McGuire also went deep for the
Blue Jays, who had dropped four
of their last five.

Angels 8, Diamondbacks 7:
Anthony Rendon homered and
drove in four runs, and visiting
Los Angeles rallied from a five-
run deficit to deal Arizona its
ninth straight loss.

Trailing 6-5, the Angels scored
three runs in the top of the ninth
inning off Diamondbacks closer
Joakim Soria. Jose Iglesias and
Taylor Ward had RBI singles

and Rendon delivered a sacri-
fice fly.

Reds 10, Rockies 3: Wade
Miley delivered on the mound
and at the plate, Joey Votto had a
go-ahead two-run single in the
third inning and Cincinnati beat
slumping Colorado, which has
lost each of its road series this
season.

Mets 4, Padres 1: Marcus
Stroman pitched one-run ball in-
to the seventh inning, Francisco
Lindor hit an early two-run
homer and host New York de-
feated San Diego.

Stroman (6-4) pitched 6% in-
nings, allowing six hits and walk-
ing one while tying a season high
with eight strikeouts. He took a
shutout into the seventh until
Fernando Tatis Jr. hit his 18th
homer.

Rays 5, Orioles 4: Joey Wen-
dle hit an RBI double during a
three-run first inning and AL
East-leading Tampa Bay handed
Baltimore its record-setting 14th
consecutive road loss.

Brewers 7, Pirates 4: Chris-
tian Yelich hit a three-run dou-
ble during a five-run fourth in-
ning and host Milwaukee bailed
out starter Corbin Burnes in a
victory over Pittsburgh.

Cubs 7, Cardinals 2: Joc Pe-
derson homered for the third
straight game, Sergio Alcantara
and Ian Happ also went deep,
and host Chicago used a five-run
second inning to beat St. Louis.

Twins 5, Astros 2: José Ber-
rios threw seven commanding
innings, Jorge Polanco had three
RBIs and host Minnesota beat
Houston.

Vandy, Stanford win super regionals, head to CWS

Associated Press

Reigning national champion Vanderbilt
and Stanford swept their NCAA super re-
gionals Saturday and became the first teams
to lock up spots in the College World Series.

Jack Leiter gave Vanderbilt another stellar
pitching performance in a 4-1 win over East
Carolina to send the Commodores to the CWS

in Omaha, Neb., for the fifth time since 2011.

Stanford will be in the CWS for the first
time since 2008 after Alex Williams pitched a
two-hitter and Brock Jones homered three
times in a 9-0 win at Texas Tech.

North Carolina State bounced back from a
21-2loss Friday tobeat No. 1 national seed Ar-
kansas 6-5 and even its best-of-three series,

6-S.

and Mississippi State opened its super re-
gional against Notre Dame with a 9-8 win.
No. 2 Texas posted a 4-3 walk-off victory
against South Florida, No. 3 Tennessee de-
feated LSU 4-2 in an all-SEC super regional
and Dallas Baptist moved within a win of its
first CWS appearance after beating Virginia
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Big win: Clippers take Game 3 from Jazz

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Clippers coach Ty-
ronn Lue was looking for a prime perform-
ance from Paul George and Kawhi Leonard.
They delivered Grade A games to get Los
Angeles back into its second-round series
against the Utah Jazz.

Leonard scored 34 points and George
added 31 in the Clippers’ 132-106 victory in
Game 3 on Saturday night. It is the second
time both have scored atleast 30 in the same
playoff game, and helped No. 4 seed LA cut
top-seeded Utah’s series lead to 2-1.

“We know that they are two of the best in
the league,” Lue said. “Like I said yester-
day,Idon’t go to Mastro’s to order the ketch-
up. I go to order the steak.”

George shot only 34.3% from the field in
the first two games but was 12 of 24, includ-
ing 6 of 10 on three-pointers. He had 13
points in the second quarter, eight during a
13-2 run when LA seized control and took a

S7-41 advantage with 2:54 remaining.

Leonard scored 24 points in the second
half. It is his fourth career postseason game
with at least 30 points, 10 rebounds and five
assists. Three have come in his two seasons
with the Clippers. The big nights from Leo-
nard and George helped offset another
high-scoring game from Donovan Mitchell.
The guard led the Jazz with 30 points.

The last player to do that was Leonard last
year in the first round against Dallas.

“We kind of let them get comfortable. Ge-
orge hit some shots, but we can make it
tougher on him and Kawhi,” Mitchell said.

Reggie Jackson and Nicolas Batum add-
ed 17 points apiece for the Clippers. LA had
struggled from the perimeter in the first two
games but was 19 of 36 on three-pointers
with many coming on open looks.

“Shots go in or not, our job is to keep being
aggressive for ourselves and others,” Leo-
nard said. “If Paul has it going, we’re going

to go to him. If I got it going, it’s going to
come to me. But if anybody else on the team
has it going, we are going to try to get them
the next shot as well.”

Joe Ingles had 19 points for Utah and Jor-
dan Clarkson added 14. The Jazz were 19 of
44 on three-pointers, but 17 of 40 inside the
arc as the Clippers' zone defense caused
problems. Utah committed 16 turnovers,
which led to 24 LA points.

“T'vesaid it the last two games as well. Ka-
whi and PG, they’re capable of really mak-
ing plays and they made plays for other peo-
ple. There’s going to be times where it’s
tough to stop them from making shots,”
Utah coach Quin Snyder said. “Some of the
breakdowns and the cleaner looks that they
get, particularly tonight I thought in transi-
tion when we attacked the basket there’s got
to be urgency to recognize that situation and
really get back and show a crowd where
they don’t have clear lanes to the basket.”

Dressel, Ledecky lead chase for Olympic berths

Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Caeleb Dressel wants to
command the Olympics the way he’s done
at worlds. Katie Ledecky is seeking to ex-
tend her dominance. Ryan Lochte is going
after his fifth—and last — Olympic berth. A
couple of teenage girls have designs on
shaking up the veterans. Simone Manuel
and Lilly King are back, too.

After a yearlong delay because of the cor-
onavirus pandemic, the U.S. Olympic swim-
ming trials get underway looking a bit dif-
ferent. Masks are as much part of the equip-
ment as suits, caps and goggles, along with
frequent testing for COVID-19.

The eight-day meet began Sunday in a
temporary pool inside CHI Health Centerin
downtown Omaha, the fourth time the U.S.
team has been selected in Nebraska. Mi-
chael Phelps began his historic run to eight
Olympic gold medals by making the team at
the first trials held in Omaha in 2008.

He retired after Rioin 2016, leaving Dres-
sel to pick up Phelps’ mantle as the world’s
dominant male swimmer. He had a Phelps-
like performance at the 2019 world cham-
pionships, winning a record eight medals,
including six gold. At 2017 worlds, he won
seven golds.

“I don’t think that falls on my shoulders
alone,” Dressel said. “Michael was one guy
within USA Swimming, but he wasn’t USA

Swimming. That’s what makes USA Swim-
ming so strong is the team and as a collec-
tive whole.”

In the Phelps’ era, swimmers were essen-
tially competing for one spot because he
earned the other. Now, things have opened
up considerably on the men’s side.

The pandemic forced several changes at
trials, including reducing arena capacity to
half of its usual 17,560. Cardboard cutouts
mix with fans in the seats. The trials were
split into two different meets, with the slow-
est swimmers competing a week earlier to
avoid overcrowding. Those who finished
first or second advanced to this week’s com-
petition, which NBC will air every night in
primetime.

“The kids are dying to race,” said Ray
Looze, who coaches Olympic champion
breaststroker King. “I think there’s going to
be some world records that go down be-
cause there’s been some people that have
had to go through a great deal, and they real-
ly, really want it bad.”

Defending Olympic backstroke cham-
pion Ryan Murphy can’t wait to swim in
front of a live, loud crowd after fans were
banned from meets during the pandemic.

“It really does add a level of adrenaline
behind the blocks,” he said, “and it makes us
feel like we’re doing something really cool
when people are cheering, when they’re in-

vested.”

The U.S. trials are often considered more
competitive than the Olympics. Those who
finish third — and miss the team — would
often be in the hunt for a medal at the
games. Even the biggest names are worried
about getting their hand on the wall because
only the top two finishers earn Olympic
berths. Those finishing in the top six of the
100 and 200 freestyles can also qualify.

“There’s a lot of hype on and you can get
discouraged,” Lochte said. “So just stay
calm and just enjoy it. Enjoy it and embrace
everything that’s going on around you be-
cause this is probably one of the funnest
swim meets in the world.”

Some story lines to follow at these trials:

B Dressel was a minor player in Rio,
winning gold on a relay with Phelps and
making the 100 free final. Now, he’s poised
to step into the spotlight in Tokyo, having
dominated at the last two world champion-
ships. He’s entered in six events at trials,
starting with the 200-meter freestyle on
Monday.

B Ledecky is eager to embellish her haul
of six Olympic medals, including five gold.
She’s entered in four events — the 200, 400,
800 and 1,500 freestyles. The so-called mile
is a new event for women in Tokyo, and Le-
decky already swam the world’s fastest
time in it in April.
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