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Ukraine welcomes G/ security pledges

Associated Press

VILNIUS, Lithuania — Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy welcomed fresh
pledges of weapons and ammunition to fight
Russia’s invasion along with longer-term se-
curity commitments from the West on
Wednesday even as he expressed disappoint-
ment over the lack of a clear path for his coun-
try tojoin NATO as the alliance wrapped up its
annual summit.

“The Ukrainian delegation is bringing
home a significant security victory for the Uk-
raine, for our country, for our people, for our
children,” he said while flanked by President
Joe Biden and other leaders from the Group of
Seven most powerful democratic nations.

Ajoint declaration issued by the G7 lays the
groundwork for each nation to negotiate
agreements to help Ukraine bolster its mili-
tary over the long term. Zelenskyy described
the initiative as a bridge toward eventual NA-
TO membership and a deterrent against Rus-
sia. Biden said, “Our support will last long into
the future. We’re going to help Ukraine build a
strong, capable defense.”

The Ukrainian and American presidents al-
somet privately along with their advisers, and
Biden pledged later that “the United States is
doing everything we can to get you what you

need.” He acknowledged that Zelenskyy is
sometimes “frustrated” by the pace of mili-
tary assistance.

Zelenskyy thanked Biden, saying that “you
spend this money for ourlives,” and said ship-
ments of controversial cluster munitions
would help Ukraine’s fight against Russia.

It was amarked shiftin tone from Zelensky-
y’s complaints a day earlier that it was “un-
precedented and absurd” to avoid setting a
timeline for Ukraine tojoin NATO.

On the final day of NATO’s summiit, the alli-
ance launched a new forum for deepening ties
with Ukraine: the NATO-UKkraine Council. It’s
intended to serve as a permanent body where
the alliance’s 31 members and Ukraine can
hold consultations and call for meetings in
emergency situations.

The setting is part of NATO’s effort to bring
Ukraine as close as possible to the military alli-
ance without actually joining it. On Tuesday,
the leaders said in their communique summa-
rizing the summit’s conclusions that Ukraine
canjoin “when allies agree and conditions are
met.”

“Today we meet as equals,” NATO Secreta-
ry-General Jens Stoltenberg said at a news
conference with Zelenskyy. “I look forward to
the day we meet as allies.”

The ambiguous plan for Ukraine’s future
membership reflects the challenges of reach-
ing consensus among the alliance’s current
members while the war continues, and has
frustrated Zelenskyy even as he expressed ap-
preciation for military hardware being prom-
ised by the G7.

“The results of the summit are good, but if
there were an invitation, that would be ideal,”
Zelenskyy said, through a translator. He add-
ed thatjoining NATO would be “a serious mo-
tivating factor for Ukrainian society” at it re-
sists Russia.

“NATOneedsusjustasweneed NATO,” he
said alongside Stoltenberg.

Ukraine’s future membership was the most
divisive and emotionally charged issue at this
year’s summit. In essence, Western countries
are willing to keep sending weapons to help
Ukraine do thejob that NATO was designed to
do — hold the line against a Russian invasion
— but not allow Ukraine to join its ranks and
benefit from its security during the war.

“We have to stay outside of this war but be
able to support Ukraine. We managed that ve-
ry delicate balancing act forthelast17 months.
It’s to the benefit of everyone that we maintain
that balancing act,” Belgian Prime Minister
Alexander De Croo said.

New Navy measure mandates mental health care

By KELLY AGEE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The U.S.
Navy and Marine Corps have apparently be-
come the first U.S. service branches to im-
plement the Brandon Act, a set of policies
that provide service members with a confi-
dential evaluation and greater access to
mental health care.

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro
signed the instruction Monday, according to
the parents of Brandon Castera and a USNI
News report Tuesday. President Joe Biden
signed the measure into law in December
2021 as part of the fiscal 2022 National De-
fense Authorization Act.

The act is named for Petty Officer 3+ Class
Brandon Castera, an aviation electrician.
Castera, 21, died by suicide June 25, 2018, at

Naval Station Norfolk, Va. A command in-
vestigation found that a combative and toxic
leadership contributed to his death.

Brandon’s parents, Teri and Patrick Cast-
era, two months after his death started apush
to get the measure passed, an uphill battle of
phone calls and trips to the Pentagon, Patrick
Castera told Stars and Stripes by phone
Wednesday.

“He will forever be saving lives and hi-
s death meant something, as tragic as it
was,” his father said. “I know he’s smiling at
us. He had a smile and made everyone want
to smile.”

The Brandon Act allows service members
to seek confidential help for any mental
healthissue, at any time, in any environment,
thereby reducing the stigma associated with
seeking mental health treatment.

The act requires a mental health evalua-
tion as soon as service members self-report,
according to thebrandonact.org, a website
the Casteras created. The Brandon Act “will
also allow Americans serving in uniform to
seek help confidentially and, if necessary,
outside of the chain of command,” according
to the website.

The measure also mandates annual train-
ing from the Department of Defense on rec-
ognizing members who may need a mental
health evaluation.

Under the law, commanders and supervi-
sors must ensure that service members un-
derstand the procedure for requesting a
mental health evaluation, ensure they are re-
ferred as soon as possible, maintain privacy
protections and not seek the results of eval-
uations, among other requirements.
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House GOP brings culture wars to budget debate

The Washington Post

The Republican-led House is expected to
vote as soon as this week on an $886 billion
bill that aims to shape Pentagon policy next
year, but its path to passage faces a poten-
tially messy partisan battle over abortion
access, LGBTQ+ rights, efforts to promote
diversity in the military and other political-
ly charged social issues.

The House version of the National De-
fense Authorization Act includes increased
investment in precision missiles, warships
and newer technologies like artificial intel-
ligence and hypersonics — core bipartisan
priorities as the Pentagon directs greater
attention toward China. It also authorizes a
5.2% base pay increase for military person-
nel and expanded support for their families
through housing improvements, and broad-
er access to child care, health care and edu-
cation benefits.

“The threat posed by China is real, and it
represents the most pressing national se-
curity challenge we’ve faced in decades,”
House Armed Services Committee Chair-
man Mike Rogers, R-Ala., told colleagues in
remarks Tuesday. The defense bill, he add-
ed, was designed “with that underlying
goal: to deter China.”

But it is the country’s intensifying cul-
ture-war battles, not any specific approach
to U.S. national security, likely to attract the
most vociferous debate as lawmakers con-
sider amendments to the bill in the coming
days. While it is widely considered one of
the few must-pass pieces of legislation Con-
gress takes up each year, some members
and their staffers have warned that insert-
ing contentious issues like abortion into the
bill could derail the process entirely, com-
plicating U.S. defense strategy and funding
for the coming year.

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-Cal-
if., on Tuesday seemed to concede that the
rancor surrounding some amendments
could lead to delays. “We’re going to get it
passed,” he said, adding, “It doesn’t have to
be on a specific time.”

“It’s not how you start,” he said. “It’s how
you finish.”

The Senate has yet to schedule a vote on
its version of the bill. The two chambers will
ultimately meet to reconcile any differenc-
es before the legislation can move to Presi-
dent Joe Biden for approval. The White
House has criticized aspects of the House

measure, which has diverged in some key
ways from the proposal that the administra-
tion sent to Congress.

The bill, approved last month by the
House Armed Services Committee on a 58-1
vote, succeeds in “pushing back against the
radical woke ideology being forced on our
servicemen and women,” according to a
summary of the legislation released last
month by committee Republicans.

The House bill would ban drag shows and
the teaching of critical race theory in the
military while rolling back initiatives,
passed by the Democratic-controlled
House in previous years, meant to foster di-
versity and inclusion within the Defense
Department. That includes eliminating the
department’s chief diversity officer posi-
tion and a department working group de-
signed to counter extremism in the ranks.

Also built into the House bill is a plan to
offer reinstatement to service members
who defied the military’s coronavirus vac-
cine requirement, since repealed, and were
discharged for their refusal to do as they
were told. That component of the legislation
“sets a dangerous precedent that not follow-
ing lawful orders is an option for service
members,” the Biden administration
warned.

On Tuesday, the House Rules Committee
began evaluating the more than 1,540
amendments lawmakers have sought to in-
sertintothe NDAA. Among the record num-
ber of proposals are scores that have little to
do with defense, including efforts to change
laws governing concealed firearms, envi-
ronmental standards, drug penalties and
immigration policy. One seeks to declare
the month of July “American Pride Month”
— to bolster patriotism.

Not all amendments will be debated on
the House floor, but some moderate Repu-
blicans worry that the influence of three far-
right lawmakers who sit on the committee
— Reps. Chip Roy, R-Texas, Thomas Mas-
sie, R-Ky., and Ralph Norman, R-S.C. —
could prioritize the most polarizing propos-
als for consideration.

One amendment with more than 60 Re-
publican co-sponsors would prohibit the
Pentagon “from paying for or reimbursing
expenses relating to abortion services,” the
measure says. Conservatives have zeroed in
on the policy, adopted in the wake of last
year’s Supreme Court decision repealing

the constitutional right to an abortion, that
protects service members who must travel
out of state to obtain the procedure.

A group of swing-district Republicans
has vowed to defeat certain abortion-relat-
ed amendments if they reach the House
floor, said a person familiar with the matter
who spoke on the condition of anonymity to
disclose internal discussions. Many House
Democrats have said they would not vote to
pass the defense bill if it includes an amend-
ment that repeals the policy.

In an interview, the armed services com-
mittee’s top Democrat, Rep. Adam Smith, of
Washington, charged that “a few Republi-
cans hijacked the bill to push their social
agenda and their extreme MAGA agenda”
— referring to “Make America Great
Again,” a rallying cry among conservatives
loyal to former President Donald Trump.
Democrats have sought to portray “MAGA
Republicans” as espousing the party’s most
polarizing and dangerous views, including
those concerning abortion, equality and
LGBTQ+ rights.

“We’ve taken some steps over the four
years that we were in the majority to get the
Pentagon to make sure that they did a better
job of recruiting and making sure that peo-
ple in historically marginalized communi-
ties—primarily LGBTQ women and people
of color ... know that they’re welcome with-
in the military, because historically they
have not been,” Smith said, referring to Re-
publican proposals to repeal those mea-
sures.

The country’s armed forces are facing a
major recruiting challenge, Smith noted,
and eliminating diversity and inclusion ini-
tiatives hinders the military’s ability to
recruit talented individuals from marginal-
ized groups.

Republicans also submitted nearly 20
separate amendments to cut back on or
eliminate U.S. security assistance to Uk-
raine and NATO — proposals that stoked
debate Tuesday and are likely to expose in-
traparty tensions if they go to the House
floor.

Vigorous floor debate is important, Rep.
Rob Wittman, R-Va., said in an interview
Tuesday. But ultimately, “all of us need to
look at getting behind a bill that ensures that
our men and women of the military will
have the tools they need to be the most lethal
and effective fighting force in the world.”

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Microsoft reports breach
by Chinese hacking group

Associated Press

HONG KONG — China called a Microsoft
report that a China-based hacking group
breached government-linked email ac-
counts “disinformation,” saying Wednes-
day that the accusation was meant to divert
attention from U.S. cyber activities.

In a blog post published Tuesday, Micro-
soft said the group, which it identified as
Storm-0558, gained access to email ac-
counts linked to 25 organizations, including
Western European government agencies.
The breach was detected weeks later when
customers complained to Microsoft about
abnormal mail activity.

“We assess this adversary is focused on
espionage, such as gaining access to email
systems for intelligence collection,” Charlie
Bell, Microsoft’s executive vice president of
security, said in a separate Microsoft post.

A Washington Post report cited a state-
ment from U.S. officials claiming
Storm-0558 also breached unclassified

email accounts linked to the U.S. govern-
ment. A Chinese foreign ministry spokes-
man, Wang Wenbin, said the accusation was
“disinformation” aimed at diverting atten-
tion from U.S. cyberattacks on China.

“No matter which agency issued this in-
formation, it will never change the fact that
the United States is the world’s largest
hacker empire conducting the most cyber
theft,” Wang said in a routine briefing.

“Since last year, the cybersecurity orga-
nizations of China and other countries have
issued many reports exposing the cyberat-
tacks on China by the U.S. Government over
a long period of time, but the U.S. has not
made a response so far,” he said.

The Storm-0558 hackers used forged au-
thentication tokens — pieces of information
used to verify the identity of a user — re-
quired to access the email accounts, Micro-
soft said.

It said it has dealt with the attack and in-
formed affected customers.

Senators make call for Supreme
Court to follow ethics standards

Associated Press

The chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, responding to Associated Press
investigative stories on the Supreme Court,
said Tuesday that it was time for the justices
to bring their conduct in line with the ethical
standards of other branches of government.

“If they just establish the basic standards
of every other branch of government, it
would give us much more confidence in
their integrity,” Sen. Dick Durbin, D-IIL,
said. He commented in Vilnius, Lithuania,
where he was attending the NATO summit
as part of the U.S. delegation.

The AP published stories showing that
Justice Sonia Sotomayor, aided by her staff,
has advanced sales of her books through
college visits over the past decade; that uni-
versities have used trips by justices as alure
for financial contributions by placing them
in event rooms with wealthy donors; and
that justices have taken expenses-paid
teaching trips to attractive locations that are
light on actual classroom instruction.

The series comes after stories over the
past six months that have raised ethical con-
cerns about the activities of the justices.
Durbin and other lawmakers in Washington
have announced a vote next week on legisla-
tion that would require the court to adopt an
ethics code.

The nation’s highest court operates with-
out an ethics code, instead following what
Chief Justice John Roberts has referred to
as a set of foundational “ethics principles
and practices.”

Asked Tuesday about the AP stories, Sen.
Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., called them
“powerful reports” that amount to a “drip-
by-drip-by-drip indictment of a Supreme
Court that seems answerable to no one for
ethical breaches.

“The chief justice really ought to be tak-
ing these into account for the sake of the
court and the country because the Supreme
Court will no longer exist as a truly viable
institution if it continues the failure to face
the need for a code of ethics,” he said.

Vermont looks
to recover after
being hit by
storms, flood

Associated Press

ANDOVER, Vt. — Floodwaters receded
in Vermont cities and towns pummeled by a
storm that delivered two months of rain in
two days, enabling people to focus on reco-
vering from a disaster that trapped resi-
dents in homes, closed roadways and
choked streets and businesses with mud and
debris.

The water drained off in the capital city of
Montpelier, where streets were flooded
Tuesday by the swollen Winooski River, and
lingering concerns about a dam just up-
stream eased as water levels there appeared
to stabilize.

“Itlooks like it won’t breach. That is good.
That is one less thing we have to have on our
front burner,” Montpelier Town Manager
Bill Fraser said.

Fraser said the city of 8,000 has shifted in-
to recovery mode, with public works em-
ployees removing mud and debris down-
town and building inspections to come as
businesses begin cleaning up their proper-
ties. Brown water from the Winooski
reached the tops of parking meters down-
town, inundating basements and ruining the
contents of lower floors. Similar scenes
played out in neighboring Barre and in Brid-
gewater, where the Ottauquechee River
spilled its banks.

Gov. Phil Scott planned to tour areas hit
by the flooding with Deanne Criswell, ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, on Wednesday, a day after
President Joe Biden declared an emergen-
cy for Vermont.

It was too early to estimate the total cost of
the flooding damage, but it’s likely to be sub-
stantial. According to to the National Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Administration, even
before these floods, this year has seen 12
confirmed weather/climate disaster events
with losses exceeding $1 billion in the Unit-
ed States.

This slow-moving storm dumped be-
tween 7 and 9 inches of rain on parts of New
England, New York and Connecticut. New
York’s Hudson River Valley was hit hard,
and towns in southwest New Hampshire
and western Massachusetts also had heavy
flooding and road washouts.
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US inflation at 3%, lowest level in 2 years

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After two
years of painfully high prices, in-
flation in the United States has
reached its lowest point in more
than twoyears—3%in June com-
pared with 12 months earlier —a
sign that the Federal Reserve’s
interest rate hikes have steadily
slowed price increases across the
economy.

The inflation figure the govern-
ment reported Wednesday was
down sharply from a 4% annual
rate in May, though still above the
Fed’s 2% target rate. Over the
past 12 months, gas prices have
dropped, grocery costs have risen

more slowly and used cars have
become less expensive.

From May to June, overall
prices rose 0.2%, up from just
0.1% in the previous month but
still comparatively mild.

At the same time, underlying
inflation remains persistently
high and a nagging concern for
the Fed, which is all but certain to
increase its key interest rate
again when it meets in two weeks.
The Fed has raised its bench-
mark rate by a substantial S per-
centage points since March 2022,
the steepest pace of increases in
four decades.

The year-over-year inflation

figure for June marked the mil-
dest such increase since March
2021, when the current bout of
painfully high inflation began as
the economy roared out of the
pandemic recession.

Yet with most measures of in-
flation still uncomfortably high,
the Fed hardly appears ready to
halt its rate hikes. Its expected
hike later this month will follow
the central bank’s decision to
pause its rate increases last
month after 10 consecutive hikes.
The Fed’s policymakers have sig-
naled they could hike rates yet
again when they next meet in
September.

Some economists have sug-
gested, though, that if inflation
keeps slowing and the economy
shows sufficient signs of cooling,
the July increase could be the
Fed’s last.

Used-car prices, for example,
have been falling. Automakers
are producing more cars as sup-
ply shortages have abated. New-
car prices, too, have begunto ease
as aresult.

A sustained slowdown in infla-
tion could bring meaningful relief
to American households that
have been squeezed by the price
acceleration that began two years
ago.

GOP legislators in Iowa pass
more restrictive abortion ban

Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — Iowa’s
Republican-led Legislature
passed a bill banning most abor-
tions after roughly six weeks of
pregnancy during a marathon
special session Tuesday that con-
tinued late into the night. Gov.
Kim Reynolds immediately said
in a statement she would sign the
bill Friday.

The bill passed with exclusive-
ly Republican support in a rare,
one-day legislative burst lasting
more than 14 hours over the vocal
— and sometimes tense — objec-
tions from Democratic lawmak-
ers and abortion advocates pro-
testing at the Capitol. Just after 11
p-m., lingering protesters in the
gallerybooed and yelled “shame”
tostate senatorsin the minutes af-
ter the bill was approved.

Reynolds ordered the rare ses-
sion after the state Supreme
Court declined in June to rein-
state a practically identical law
that she signed in 2018.

“The Iowa Supreme Court
questioned whether this legisla-
ture would pass the same law they
did in 2018, and today they have a
clear answer,” Reynolds said in a
statement. “The voices of Iowans
and their democratically elected
representatives cannot be ig-

nored any longer, and justice for
the unborn should not be de-
layed.”

Abortion is currently legal in
Towaupto20weeksof pregnancy.
The legislation will take immedi-
ate effect with the governor’s sig-
nature. It will prohibit almost all
abortions once cardiac activity
can be detected, which is usually
around six weeks of pregnancy.

Preparations were already un-
derway to quickly file legal chal-
lenges in court.

“The ACLU of Iowa, Planned
Parenthood and the Emma Gold-
man Clinic remain committed to
protecting the reproductive
rights of Iowans to control their
bodies and theirlives, their health
and theirsafety—including filing
a lawsuit to block this reckless,
cruellaw,” ACLU of Iowa Execu-
tive Director Mark Stringer said
in a statement.

There are limited circum-
stances under the measure that
would allow forabortion afterthat
point in a pregnancy where car-
diac activity is detected—such as
rape, if reported within 45 days;
incest, ifreported within 145 days;
if the fetus has a fetal abnormality
“incompatible with life;” and if
the pregnancy is endangering the
life of the pregnant woman.

Pence alone in backing
ban on abortions when
pregnancies aren’t viable

Associated Press

NEW YORK — In a Republi-
can presidential field full of abor-
tion rights opponents, Mike
Pence stands out in his embrace
of the cause.

The former vice president,
who is seeking the White House
in 2024, is the only major candi-
date who supports a federal ban
on abortion at six weeks. He has
advocated pulling from the mar-
ket a widely used abortion pill.
And he’s implored his Republi-
can rivals to back a 15-week fed-
eral ban as a minimum national
standard.

In a recent interview, Pence
went even further, saying abor-
tion should be banned when a
pregnancy isn’t viable. Such a
standard would force women to
carry pregnancies to term even
when doctors have determined
there is no chance a baby will sur-
vive outside the womb.

“I'm pro-life. I don’t apologize
for it,” Pence said in the inter-
view. “I just have heard so many
stories over the years of coura-
geous women and families who
were told that their unborn child
would not go to term or would not

survive. And then they had a
healthy pregnancy and a healthy
delivery.”

That position places Pence
firmly to the right of the rest of
the 2024 presidential field and
alone among GOP candidates,
who have largely declined to take
a stance on the issue. And it drew
alarms from obstetricians and
doctors who specialize in high-
risk pregnancies and have said
nonviable pregnancies are far
more common than people real-
ize.

Spokespeople for former Pres-
ident Donald Trump and Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis declined to
say whether they back Pence’s
position. Trump, the front-run-
ner, has said he backs exceptions
in cases of rape, incest and the
life of the mother and has blamed
hard-line abortion stances for
costing the party in last year’s
midterm elections. DeSantis,
polling a distant second, signed a
six-week ban in Florida that in-
cludes an exception for fatal fetal
abnormalities, along with rape,
incest and to save the mother’s
life. He has declined to say
whether he supports a federal
ban.
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Court sides with Amish
families on ‘gray water’

M MINNEAPOLIS —

Members of a deep-
ly conservative Amish commun-
ity in Minnesota don’t need to in-
stall septic systems to dispose of
their “gray water,” the state
Court of Appeals ruled Monday
in a long-running religious free-
dom case that went all the way up
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

A three-judge panel ruled that
the government “failed to dem-
onstrate a compelling state inter-
est” to justify overriding the reli-
gious freedom of the Amish fam-
ilies that challenged state regula-
tions governing the disposal of
gray water, which is water that’s
been used for dishwashing, laun-
dry and bathing, but not toilet
waste.

The Swartzentruber Amish in
southeastern Minnesota are
among the most traditional Am-
ish groups in the country, U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Neil Gor-
suchnotedina 2021 ruling. It sent
the case back to Minnesota
courts for reconsideration in
light of a high court decision a
month earlier in a different reli-
gious freedom case.

Fillmore County in 2013 start-
ed requiring homes to have mod-
ern septic systems to dispose of
gray water. The Swartzentruber
Amish sought an exemption, say-
ing their religion prohibits that
technology.

Man charged in scooter
shootings that killed 1

NEW YORK — A
man accused of kill-
ing an 86-year-old and injuring
three other people in a series of
apparently random shootings
while riding a scooter in New

York City was arraigned Monday
on charges including murder
and attempted murder, prosecu-
tors said.

Thomas Abreu, 25, was ar-
raigned in a hospital in five shoot-
ings that occurred in Queens
over about 10 minutes late Satur-
day morning, a spokesperson for
Queens District Attorney Melin-
da Katz said. An additional per-
son was shot and injured in
Brooklyn.

Witnesses identified Abreu as
the gunman who shot Hamod
Saeidi, 86, just before 11:30 a.m.,
prosecutors said. Family mem-
bers said Saeidi had been on his
way to a mosque to pray.

Mayor quits over posts in
police Facebook group

o NEWPORT — The

mayor of a city on the
Oregon coast has apologized and
resigned over offensive content
he posted in a private Facebook
group for current and retired po-
lice officers.

Oregon Public Broadcasting
reported that Newport Mayor
Dean Sawyer apologized and re-
signed Monday, three days after
the media outlet revealed that
since 2016, Sawyer had been
sharing memes and posts deni-
grating women, immigrants,
non-English speakers and the
LGBTQ+ community in the
Facebook group with 39,000
members.

Sawyer told OPB on Friday
that the Facebook group called
LEO Only is a private group and
posts are not meant for the pub-
lic. On Monday, he told The Ore-
gonian/OregonLive that his on-
line persona had become too po-
larizing for him to continue.

“I now realize that some of my
actions and my words have hurt

people Ilove and care about,” Sa-
wyer said.

Sawyer was a Newport police
officer for three decades before
he was elected mayor in 2018.

Plea deal reached in
abortion clinic buming

WY CHEYENNE — A

college student who
authorities said admitted to set-
ting fire to a building slated to be-
come Wyoming’s only full-ser-
vice abortion clinic has reached a
plea agreement with prosecu-
tors, federal court documents
showed Monday.

Details of the proposed plea
deal for Lorna Roxanne Green
weren’t available to the public
pending ajudge’s approval of the
agreement. Green, 22, pleaded
not guilty to an arson charge in
U.S. District Court in Cheyenne
in June.

Green told investigators she
opposed abortion and was expe-
riencing anxiety and having
nightmares over the Wellspring
Health Access clinic that was to
open in Casper last year, so she
decided to burn it, according to
court documents.

Investigators said Green set
the clinic ablaze on May 25, 2022.

Police chief convicted of
taking seized money

BATON ROUGE — A

small-town police
chief in Louisiana was convicted
after taking money seized in nar-
cotics investigations and stealing
a family’s COVID-19 stimulus
money, leaving them homeless,
officials said Monday.

A jury last week found Mitch
Bratton guilty of malfeasance in
office, felony theft and posses-
sion of controlled dangerous sub-

stances, the state Attorney Gen-
eral’s office said in a news re-
lease. Bratton was recently re-
elected as chief of police in
Grayson, a village of just more
than S00 people in Caldwell Par-
ish.

While serving as chief of po-
lice, Bratton was personally re-
sponsible for more than $10,000
in narcotics funds that went mis-
sing between 2016 and 2019, the
release said.

Additionally, Bratton was con-
victed on one count of felony theft
related to monies taken from a
mother and son during the
course of an arrest.

City seeks more time
to clear encampment

PHOENIX — Phoenix

is making progress in
complying with a court order to
close a large homeless encamp-
ment known as “The Zone,” but it
will take more time to clear,
clean and keep people from set-
ting up tents again in the area, a
lawyer representing the city said
at a trial Monday.

Attorney Justin Pierce said
during opening statements that
portions of the encampment on
the edge of downtown Phoenix
have been cleared since a judge
declared the area to be a public
nuisance, but other blocks still
need tobe addressed. He said the
process takes time, including
making sure those who live there
have somewhere else to go.

The city is developing a space
nearby with tents and temporary
restroom facilities as an alterna-
tive, has increased the number of
police officers working in the ar-
eaand has nearly tripled its fund-
ing on confronting issues of
homelessness, Pierce said.

— From wire reports
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Diaz’s homer lifts NL in All-Star Game

Associated Press

SEATTLE — Shining bright-
ly in the Emerald City, the Na-
tional League snapped a losing
streak that lasted more than a
decade.

An unheralded catcher from
Colorado delivered the big
blow.

Elias Diaz hit a two-run hom-
er off Félix Bautista in the
eighth inning, and the NL
snapped a nine-game losing
streak in the All-Star Game with
a 3-2 win over the American
League on Tuesday night.

The NL won for the first time
since an 8-0 victory in 2012 in
Kansas City, and Diaz became
the first Rockies player to win
the All-Star MVP award.

“It feels incredible. When we
all got here, we all talked about
how we were going to bring
home the win,” said Diaz, who
was non-tendered by the Pi-
rates at the end of 2019. “I just

didn’t realize it was going to be
me to bring home the win.”

Diaz drove a 2-2 pitch from
Baltimore’s hard-throwing
closer deep to left to put the NL
in front. Diaz was the lone rep-
resentative for Colorado in his
first All-Star Game.

“It does matter. We wanted to
win, the American League we
wanted to win,” Bautista said
through an interpreter. “But
overall I think that it’s an expe-
rience I'll never forget and just
wish that would have been a lit-
tle bit different.”

Diaz has nine homers this
season, but hadn’t hit a long ball
since June 23 against the Los
Angeles Angels.“As soon as he
walked in the clubhouse and I
met him, he said, ‘Tll do any-
thing you want. If I play, I play.
IfIdon’t,Idon’t. I’'mjust so hap-
py to be here,” NL manager
Rob Thomson said. “So for him
to do that, it’s fantastic.”

For most of the night, the All-
Star Game was a pitchers’ duel
highlighted by a couple of big
hits and some excellent de-
fense.

It got nervous for the NL with
Philadelphia closer Craig Kim-
brel on the mound in the ninth.

“I threw way more pitches
than I wanted to on an off day,”
Kimbrel joked.

Wander Franco led off with a
fly ball to the warning track, and
Kimbrel issued two-out walks to
Kyle Tucker and Seattle star Ju-
lio Rodriguez.

The 22-year-old Rodriguez
was in position to close it out in
front of his home crowd.

“I was definitely trying to win
it. But it was a situation where I
had to pass the baton,” he said.

Kimbrel recovered to strike
out José Ramirez to end it. Kim-
brel also pitched in the previous
NL win, recording two outs in
2012.

“The ninth inning in the du-
gout was just a lot of fun to expe-
rience,” said San Diego’s Josh
Hader, who pitched the eighth
for the NL.

Yandy Diaz hit a solo homer
in the second and Bo Bichette’s
sacrifice fly in the sixth gave the
AL a 2-1 lead.

J.D. Martinez doubled and
scored on Luis Arraez’s single
in the fourth against Seattle’s
George Kirby, tying it at 1.
Lourdes Gurriel Jr. appeared to
tie the game again in the sev-
enth when his shot down the
left-field line was originally
ruled a homer but was over-
turned as a foul ball on replay.

The All-Star Game returned
to Seattle for the first time since
2001 when the Mariners were in
the middle of their magical 116-
win regular season, Cal Ripken
Jr. said goodbye to the All-Star
stage and Tommy Lasorda took
a tumble.

New pearly white baseballs could rid sticky stuff issue

Associated Press

SEATTLE — Pristine white
baseballs that would not re-
quire rubbing are under con-
sideration by Major League
Baseball as a way to solve the
issue of pitchers using sticky
substances for better grip.

“We continue to work with
the people at Dow Chemical on
developing a tacky ball,” Com-
missioner Ron Manfred told
the Baseball Writers’ Associa-
tion of America on Tuesday. “It
would literally eliminate all —
well, not all — but many of the
variables in the current proc-
ess. It would come out of a
sealed foil pouch at the ball-
park. No individual mudding.”

MLB executive vice presi-
dent Morgan Sword said the
balls were tested in the first
half of this season in the Dou-
ble-A Southern League. The
balls would retain colored
stitches.

“Like everything in baseball,
when you inch toward a solu-
tion, you figure out another
problem,” Manfred said. “The
baseball, if we get there with
the Dow people, would be a
pearl, right? A pure white base-
ball. I think if you take hitters
and pitchers out front here and
ask ‘em what they think of a
pure white baseball, you're go-
ing to find out that it’s a pretty
controversial topic. So not only
do we have the science that
we’re continuing to work on but
we’re going to have to get over
that sort of policy issue of: Is a
pure white baseball a good
thing?”.

A minimum 13 dozen base-
balls are prepared for each
game. Humidors have been
used for storage by all teams
since 2022.

“The only issue guys are hav-
ing now is that whatever park
you go to, every stadium is dif-

ferent,” Minnesota All-Star
pitcher Sonny Gray said. “The
elements are different eve-
rywhere. Like when you're
pitching in Minnesota when it’s
30 degrees outside for the first
month of the season, the balls
are going to be hard, cold and
dry, rather than when you’re
pitching in Cincinnati in the
middle of the summer it’s
sticky and humid.”

Tampa Bay pitcher Shane
McClanahan prefers a pre-
tacked ball, such as Nippon
Professional Baseball uses.

“We’ve seen that it’s had suc-
cess in Japan with consistent
balls,” he said. “Once we agree
upon it as players and whatnot,
I'm excited to see what hap-
pens.”

Five pitchers have been sus-
pended for 10 games each since
MLB began its crackdown on
banned grip substances in June
2021 by instituting regular in-

spections by umpires.

Seattle’s Hector Santiago and
Arizona’s Caleb Smith served
suspensions in 2021 and three
were disciplined this season:
the Mets’ Max Scherzer, the
Yankees’ Domingo German on
May 17 and the Mets’ Drew
Smith on June 14.

“The suspensions that we
have had would fall into the
category of clear-to-egregious
violations,” Manfred said. “I
understand that feeling some-
one’s hand is inherently subjec-
tive. I think this is an area
where umpires, again, with a
difficult topic, have shown
great judgment and discretion.
I think gray areas, players have
definitely been given the bene-
fit of the doubt.”

Baseballs are currently
rubbed with mud to make them
less slick. MLB standardized
rubbing procedures among the
30 teams last year.
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Sabalenka,

Associated Press

WIMBLEDON, England —
Aryna Sabalenka reached the
semifinals at Wimbledon for the
second straight time, with a one-
year break in between because
she was banned from the tourna-
ment in 2022.

Sabalenka, a Belarusian whois
seeded second at the All England
Club, had to sit out last year’s
competition along with other
players from her country and
from Russiabecause of the warin
Ukraine. She advanced Wednes-
day by beating Madison Keys 6-2,
6-4 on No. 1 Court.

“It really feels amazing to be
back in the semifinals. I can’t wait
to play in my second semifinal at
Wimbledon,” said Sabalenka,
who lost to runner-up Karolina
Pliskovain2021. “HopefullyIcan

Medvedev reach Wimbledon semis

do better than I did last time.”

Another player who was
banned last year, Daniil Medve-
dev, reached the semifinalsin the
men’s tournament. The second-
seeded Russian beat American
player Chris Eubanks 6-4, 1-6,
4-6,7-6 (4) 6-1 on the same court.

Sabalenka’s victory improved
her record to 17-1 at major tour-
naments this year. She won the
Australian Open and reached the
semifinals at the French Open
before her five wins so far on the
grass at Wimbledon.

Sabalenka, the only former
major champion remaining in
the women’s tournament, also
improved her record to 6-0 in
Grand Slam quarterfinal match-
es, and she did so despite much of
the cheering going toward Keys
on Wednesday.

“Thank you so much for the at-
mosphere, even though you sup-
ported her more,” Sabalenka said
on court. “I still enjoyed playing
in front of you guys.”

Sabalenka will next face Ons
Jabeur, a sixth-seeded Tunisian
who beat defending champion
Elena Rybakina 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-1
on Centre Court in a rematch of
last year’s final.

“I wish we can exchange this
match from finals last year,” said
Jabeur, who lost to Rybakina in
three sets in 2022.

Jabeur won eight of the last
nine games to reach the semifi-
nals at a major tournament for
the third time. She is 2-0 in the
previous two, also reaching the fi-
nal at last year’s U.S. Open.

“I’m going to keep the spirit on
the court and hopefully the crowd

will be with me,” Jabeur said of
the match against Sabalenka.

Jabeur will play Sabalenka in
the second match on Centre
Court on Thursday for a spot in
Saturday’s final. Elina Svitolina
will face Marketa Vondrousova
in the early match.

Medvedev won the U.S. Open
in 2021 and will be playing in the
semifinals of a Grand Slam tour-
nament for the sixth time — and
first time at Wimbledon.

Later Wednesday in the other
men’s quarterfinal match, top-
seeded Carlos Alcaraz was play-
ing Holger Rune on Centre
Court.

Queen Camilla was in atten-
dance on Day 10 of the tourna-
ment, about a week after Kate,
the Princess of Wales, sat in the
Royal Box.

Saudi investment in PGA Tour set to top $1B

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Saudi Arabia’s sover-
eign wealth fund has agreed to invest more
than $1 billion in anew commerecial entity con-
trolled by the PGA Tour, and Greg Norman
will be ousted as the CEO of LIV Golf if the
business deal between the Saudis and the tour
is finalized, a tour executive told Congress on
Tuesday.

The agreement between the Saudi Public
Investment Fund, the primary funder of LIV
Golf,and the PGA Tour shocked the golf world
when it was announced last month and led to
probes by the Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations, which summoned tour offi-
cials to the Capitol to testify under oath, and
the Justice Department, which is looking into
potential antitrust violations.

Among the subcommittee’s findings were
that representatives of the tour and the Saudis
discussed giving Tiger Woods and Rory McIl-
roy their own LIV Golf teams, a proposal that
apparently never reached either player.
There was no indication during Tuesday’s
hearing that Congress would block the tour
from going into business with the Saudis.

The subcommittee chairman, Sen. Richard
Blumenthal, D-Conn., said he was troubled by
the geopolitical implications of Saudi invest-
mentin American sports and efforts by Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the Saudi
leader, to whitewash the kingdom’s human

rights abuses. Republicans on the committee,
however, were more sympathetic to the PGA
Tour and the existential threat it faced from
the PIF, which controls $600 billion in assets
— roughly S00 times what the tour is worth.

“We’re here because we're concerned
about what it means for an authoritarian gov-
ernment to use its wealth to capture an Amer-
ican institution,” Blumenthal said.

The PGA Tour and the Saudis announced
on June 6 that they agreed to drop all lawsuits
against each other and combine their com-
mercial interests into a new for-profit compa-
ny while maintaining the tour’s nonprofit sta-
tus. Asked by Blumenthal how much money
the Saudis have committed to the new ven-
ture, Ron Price, the PGA Tour’s chief operat-
ing officer, testified the amount was “north of
$1 billion.”

Blumenthal repeatedly pressed Price and
Jimmy Dunne, a PGA Tour board member
and a key negotiator of the Saudi deal, on why
the tour did not seek alternative sources of
funding to compete with the PIF. Price and
Dunne said going into business with outside
investors would not prevent LIV Golf and the
PIF from continuing to compete with the tour
and use its vast resources to sign top players.

“My entire concern here is to put this divi-
sive period behind us, and for the sake of
players, fans, sponsors and charities, unite the
game of golf again,” said Dunne, a New York

investment banker whois well connected with
the sport’s leaders.

Critics of the Saudi investment in golf have
pointed to the kingdom’s poor human rights
record and the Killing of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, which U.S. intelligence concluded
was likely approved by the crown prince, an
allegation he has denied. The PIF has bought
its way into other sports including soccer — it
owns Newcastle United of the English Pre-
mier League — and Formula One racing.

“There is something that stinks about this
path that you're on right now because it is a
surrender, and it is all about the money, and
that is the reason for the backlash that you're
seeing, Mr. Price,” Blumenthal said. “The eq-
uity ownership interest that the Saudis will
have ... gives them financial dominance. They
control the purse strings.”

But Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., a harsh critic of
the Saudi regime, said Congress should not in-
terfere with a private enterprise doing busi-
ness with the Saudis. He proposed instead that
the United States reduce arms sales to Saudi
Arabia. And the committee’s ranking mem-
ber, Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis., suggested that
Saudi involvement in sports could ultimately
improve human rights in the kingdom.

“If the kingdom’s involvement in golf and
other sports helps it to modernize or offer
rights to women, wouldn’t that be a good
thing?”” Johnson said.
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Rodman poised for breakout in US debut

Associated Press

Trinity Rodman collected
the ball just outside the penal-
ty area and needed just one
more touch to send it into the
lower left corner of the net.

About a month shy of her
20th birthday, she’d scored her
first goal for the U.S. women’s
national team.

That was April 2022, in a
blowout victory over Uzbekis-
tan. Now, a far greater stage
awaits at the Women’s World
Cup beginning this month. On
a U.S. team that will soon have
to embrace a new generation
of standouts, Rodman belongs
on any list of possible breakout
stars in Australia and New
Zealand.

But with those expectations
comes a new kind of pressure.
She’s dealt with that in various
forms throughout her short ca-
reer, and now she’s ready for
this next challenge.

“I'm so honored, proud and
just excited for this opportuni-
ty,” she said. “At this age,
there’s so much time to ac-
complish things, but to experi-

ence it this early has been so
amazing, and I’m just so excit-
ed.”

The daughter of basketball
Hall of Famer Dennis Rod-
man, Trinity has become a
force for the Washington Spirit
of the NWSL. Her confidence
and deft footwork make her a
highlight waiting to happen,
and it feels like only a matter
of time before Rodman follows
in the footsteps of great Amer-
ican attacking players like Ab-
by Wambach, Carli Lloyd and
Alex Morgan.

The question is whether
she’s ready for that kind of re-
sponsibility now, at age 21. On
a team that may need her to
play a major role, no less.

“Ever since she came in the
league, we could see the ener-
gy and the creativity and the
intensity that she brings,” said
Vlatko Andonovski, the coach
of the national team. “I feel
like every time when she gets
the ball, it’s almost like there
is a little expectation of, some-
thing will happen, something
will transpire off of it.”

Born in 2002 — three years
after Mia Hamm led the Unit-
ed States to a World Cup title
at home — Rodman was 13
when the Americans next won.
Lloyd had a hat trick in the
final that year. One goal in
particular stood out.

“The final against Japan,
when she scored from half-
field,” Rodman said. “Obvious-
ly, that was one of the biggest
moments in soccer, but ob-
viously that will always be in
my head. I mean, that was just
inhuman.”

You can imagine Rodman
pulling off something similar,
given her fearlessness on the
field, and her talent has been
obvious from the moment she
entered the NWSL as the No. 2
pick in the 2021 draft. She
scored in her pro debut that
April and went on to win Roo-
kie of the Year honors — and
the Spirit won a championship.
In 2022, Rodman signed a con-
tract making her the league’s
highest-paid player.

After accomplishing all that
while still a teenager — and

with a famous last name to
boot — it’s fair to say she’s no
stranger to a certain level of
hype.

“I think for me, trying to
block the outside noise has
been difficult, but also doa-
ble,” she said. “Obviously,
coming off of the rookie year
that I had, it was more than I
ever expected it to be, but that
obviously opened up the doors
for a lot of attention and a lot
of expectations moving into
the second season and so on.”

Mark Parsons, Rodman’s
coach with the Spirit, has tried
to keep the pressure from be-
coming too burdensome.

“Trin has had a lot of expec-
tation. I also disagree with
that, and I think that’s unfair,”
Parsons said. “I think that this
is a 21-year-old that things are
coming thick and fast. She’s
taken everything in her stride.
I think she’s doing a wonderful
job at trying to stay focused on
what is most important, which
is being a good person, being a
good teammate and develop-
ing as a soccer player.”

Women’s World Cup shows inequity within game

Associated Press

As the Women’s World Cup approached,
Jamaican players started to panic.

They were uncertain about training
camps, accommodations and even pay
heading into what for many would be the
biggest tournament of their careers.

So they took to social media.

A number of the Reggae Girlz, as they are
affectionately known, went public with
their concerns, pleading with the Jamaican
Football Federation to address “subpar”
conditions.

The mother of one player took it a step
further: She started a GoFundMe page to
raise money to make sure the team and the
support staff are provided what they need to
be successful — such as adequate hotels
and compensation.

“These girls deserve better. They have
proven themselves on an international plat-
form that they belong. And they need sup-
port, whether it’s from parents, friends or

fans, to let them know that we see what
they’ve accomplished, and we’re proud of
them,” said organizer Sandra Phillips-
Brower, the mother of midfielder Havana
Solaun.

The World Cup always draws attention to
the inequities between men’s and women’s
soccer. But it also highlights the inequity
within the women’s game itself.

Teams like the United States and En-
gland, with greater support from their fed-
erations, enjoy the best that money can buy:
Things like sports psychologists, massage
therapists and team chefs.

Other teams, like Jamaica and South Afri-
ca, are uncertain they’ll even get paid. So
they’re using social media and collective ac-
tion to draw attention to their plight.

“All the teams are using their voices a lot
more. We know these things because
players are talking about it,” U.S. forward
Megan Rapinoe said. “Even when they’re
subjected to the discrimination and unequal

treatment, they’re still speaking out.
They’re still using their voice. That’s really
important.”

The Reggae Girlz felt compelled to speak
out at a time when their attention should be
solely focused on competing in the World
Cup.

“On multiple occasions, we have sat down
with the federation to respectfully express
concerns resulting from subpar planning,
transportation, accommodations, training
conditions, compensation communication,
nutrition and accessibility to proper re-
sources,” players said in a post on social
media. “We have also showed up repeatedly
without receiving contractually agreed
upon compensation. We were told that all
[our] requests and concerns would be re-
solved in a timely manner.”

The GoFundMe site has raised more than
$45,000, and Phillips-Brower was figuring
out how to distribute the funds to best serve
the players and staff.
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