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Ex-admiral among those disciplined for fire

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Navy leaders have
disciplined more than 20 senior officers
and sailors in connection with widespread
leadership and other failures that contrib-
uted to the July 2020 arson fire that de-
stroyed the USS Bonhomme Richard.

The most significant actions were taken
against members of the ship’s leadership
team, including letters of reprimand and
pay cuts for the former commander and ex-
ecutive officer. And Navy Secretary Carlos
Del Toro issued a letter of censure to re-
tired Vice Adm. Richard Brown, who was
the commander of Naval Surface Force,
U.S. Pacific Fleet, at the time of the fire.

The ship was undergoing a two-year,
$250 million upgrade pierside in San Diego
when the fire broke out. About 115 sailors
were on board, and nearly 60 were treated
for heat exhaustion, smoke inhalation and
minor injuries. The failure to extinguish or
contain the fire led to temperatures ex-
ceeding 1,200 degrees Fahrenheit in some
areas, melting sections of the ship into mol-
ten metal that flowed into other parts of the
ship.

A Navy report last year concluded that
the massive five-day blaze was preventable

and unacceptable, and that there were
lapses in training, coordination, communi-
cations, fire preparedness, equipment
maintenance and overall command and
control. And, while one sailor — Seaman
Apprentice Ryan Mays — has been
charged with setting the fire, the report
found that failings by about three dozen of-
ficers and sailors either directly led to the
ship’s loss or contributed to it.

“When leaders’ actions or inactions re-
sult in the loss of life or capital resources,
the senior leadership of the Department of
the Navy has a responsibility to determine
the root cause and hold those accountable,”
Del Toro said in a message sent to the De-
partment of the Navy on June 2. “This fire
could have been prevented with adequate
oversight into the ship’s material condition
and the crew’s readiness to combat a fire.”

The Navy on Friday laid out the disciplin-
ary actions taken by Adm. Samuel Paparo,
current commander of Pacific Fleet. In
most cases, Paparo issued letters in the
sailors’ personnel files that ranged in se-
verity. In many cases a disciplinary letter
can be career-ending.

According to the Navy, Paparo gave pu-
nitive letters of reprimand and pay forfei-

tures to Capt. Gregory Scott Thoroman, the
ship’s former commanding officer, and to
Capt. Michael Ray, the former executive
officer. Former Command Master Chief
Jose Hernandez was given a punitive letter
of reprimand.

Others who received letters in their files
were Rear Adm. Scott Brown, who was di-
rector of fleet maintenance, and Rear Adm.
Eric Ver Hage, commander of the Navy Re-
gional Maintenance Center.

Mays is facing a court martial, and was
charged with aggravated arson and the
willful hazarding of a vessel. He has denied
setting the fire. Mays set the fire because he
was disgruntled after dropping out of Navy
SEAL training, prosecutors said. His de-
fense lawyers said there was no physical
evidence connecting him to the ship's blaze.

The Navy report on the fire issued last
year spread blame across a wide range of
ranks and responsibilities, from Brown to
senior commanders, lower ranking sailors
and civilian program managers. It cited 17
for failures that “directly” led to the loss of
the ship, while 17 others “contributed” to
the loss of the ship. Two other sailors were
faulted for not effectively helping the fire
response. Of the 36, nine were civilians.

Russia rains fire on Ukrainian cities, Killing civilians

Associated Press

KRAMATORSK, Ukraine —
Ukrainian authorities across
the country reported new Rus-
sian missile strikes and shelling
Saturday that killed at least 16
more civilians, deaths that
came after Russia’s top military
announced it was stepping up
its onslaught against its neigh-
bor.

The Russian Defense Minis-
try said Saturday that Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu gave
“instructions to further intensi-
fy the actions of units in all oper-
ational areas, in order to ex-
clude the possibility of the Kyiv
regime launching massive rock-

et and artillery strikes on civil-
ian infrastructure and residents
of settlements in Donbas and
other regions.”

The new Russian attacks hit
areas in the north, the east and
the south of Ukraine. Kharkiv,
Ukraine’s second-largest city,
has seen especially severe bom-
bardments in recent days, with
Ukrainian officials and local
commanders voicing fears that
a second full-scale Russian as-
sault on the northern city may
be looming.

At least three civilians were
killed and three more were in-
jured Saturday in a pre-dawn
Russian rocket strike on the

northern Ukrainian city of Chu-
huiv, which is close to Kharkiv
and only 7S miles from the Rus-
sian border, a regional police
chief said.

Serhiy Bolvinov, the deputy
head of Kharkiv’s regional po-
lice force, said the rockets part-
ly destroyed a two-story apart-
ment building.

“Four Russian rockets, pre-
sumably fired from around (the
Russian city of) Belgorod at
night, at about 3:30 a.m., hit a
residential building, a school
and administrative buildings,”
Bolvinov wrote on Facebook.

“The bodies of three people
were found under the rubble.

Three more were injured. The
victims are civilians,” Bolvinov
added.

In the neighboring Sumy re-
gion, one civilian was killed and
at least seven more were in-
jured after Russians opened
mortar and artillery fire on
three towns and villages not far
from the Russian border, re-
gional governor Dmytro Zhy-
vytsky said Saturday on Tele-
gram.

In the embattled eastern Do-
netsk region, seven civilians
were killed and 14 wounded in
the last 24 hours in attacks on ci-
ties, its governor said Saturday
morning.
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House votes to boost military pay, benefits

SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Troops
are poised to receive pay raises
and inflation bonuses, expand-
ed child care, contraception
coverage, paid moving expens-
es for pets and other support un-
der the House version of de-
fense policy legislation for the
2023 fiscal year.

Lawmakers packed their
$840 billion National Defense
Authorization Act, an annual
military spending priorities bill
slated to take effect Oct. 1, with a
slew of quality-of-life improve-
ments as high costs of living,
elevated suicide rates and addi-
tional stressors take a toll on
service members and their fam-
ilies.

The House on Thursday
adopted the mammoth legisla-
tion, which typically totals more
than 3,000 pages, but it will still
need to be reconciled with a
Senate version and paid for by a
separate bill from congression-
al appropriators.

A shared provision among all

the drafts is a 4.6% pay hike for
service members and civilian
personnel, the largest in 20
years. House lawmakers also
agreed to give additional 2.4%
bonuses to troops earning less
than $45,000 per year to counter
the effects of inflation that rose
to 9% last month. The bonus
amounts to a maximum of $90
per month and would be paid
from January to December
2023.

“l am especially proud that
this year’s bill supports those
who defend our country by giv-
ing them the compensation they
deserve,” Armed Services
Committee Chairman Adam
Smith, D-Wash., said in a state-
ment.

In addition to wage hikes, the
bill also provides relief for hous-
ing and other everyday costs
and covers up to $2,000 in pet
moving costs for overseas mili-
tary moves.

The White House on Tuesday
shot down proposed extra pay
for sailors working on ships un-
dergoing lengthy overhauls and

soldiers in the Arctic due to
“sufficient” existing law for
special duty pay. But those pro-
visions still made it into the leg-
islation, championed by law-
makers alarmed by suicides
tied to Alaskan bases and the
USS George Washington.

Other measures targeting su-
icide prevention, including a
six-year pilot program to pro-
vide troops with safes, locks or
other devices to store their per-
sonal firearms, are also at-
tached to the bill.

“We have an obligation to ad-
dress this extraordinary rate of
suicide in the military,” Rep.
Jackie Speier, D-Calif., said this
week on the House floor. “This
is one modest step.”

Speier also successfully lob-
bied to eliminate Tricare insur-
ance co-pays for contraception
for one year, giving women ser-
vice members and their fam-
ilies benefits long available to
civilians under the 2010 Affor-
dable Care Act. An effort to ex-
pand troop access to abortions
at military medical facilities

failed to clear the Rules Com-
mittee for a floor vote.

Another health care provision
put forward by Democrat Andy
Kim of New Jersey and Repu-
blican Trent Kelly of Mississip-
pi will provide all members of
the National Guard and reserv-
ists access to the same no-fee
dental care as active-duty
troops.

Other measures are dedicat-
ed to improving access to child
care and the quality of military
child development centers.

One provision would help
families on waitlists for on-base
care by paying them up to $400
more per month to afford civil-
ian child care. Another would
provide financial support for
extended family members who
take on child care duties during
a move to a different duty sta-
tion.

Lawmakers also agreed to
raise pay and improve benefits
at child development centers to
attract and retain employees as
well as invest in the long-term
upkeep of the facilities.

House lays out demands for DOD on Russia, China

The Washington Post

House lawmakers on Thurs-
day approved an $840 billion
plan to direct Pentagon policy
and spending in the year ahead,
lending strong bipartisan sup-
port to legislation that aims to
help the United States better
compete with China technologi-
cally, address mistakes made
during last year’s withdrawal
from Afghanistan, improve
scrutiny of the military aid sup-
plied to Ukraine and target a
rise in domestic extremism.

The vote was 329 to 101.

The legislation, considered
one of the few “must-pass” bills
Congress authors each year, is
yet to be reconciled with the

Senate’s version.

The text of that document has
not been made public and is ex-
pected to reshape how much
money will be directed toward
the Defense Department.

Implementing the defense
bill will also be subject to con-
gressional appropriations,
which have not been finalized —
and may not cover all of the pro-
grams authorized in the legisla-
tion.

The House bill devotes con-
siderable attention to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, China’s
breakthroughs in hypersonic
weapons and other cutting-edge
military technology, and ram-
pant inflation that is battering

the U.S. economy.

It also directs military lead-
ers to analyze the dangers posed
by individuals in uniform who
espouse white supremacist be-
liefs, neo-Nazism and antisemi-
tism. The legislation specifical-
ly mentions the Proud Boys, a
far-right group whose promi-
nent role in last year’s attack on
the U.S. Capitol has been an in-
tense focus of federal prosecu-
tors and the House select com-
mittee running a parallel inves-
tigation.

The bipartisan endorsement
reflected in Thursday’s vote did
not accompany every provision.
For instance, all Republicans
voted against a measure requir-

ing a report to Congress on ef-
forts to combat threats posed by
white supremacy and neo-Na-
zism in the ranks.

Lawmakers also ordered the
Pentagon to implement within
six months better accounting
practices for all of the U.S. mil-
itary assistance being sent to
Ukraine, and instructed the De-
partment of Defense Inspector
General to report biannually on
the U.S. response to Russian ag-
gression.

On China, lawmakers backed
measures regarding its expand-
ing global footprint and to ce-
ment U.S. relations with Tai-
wan, including studies to en-
hance military cooperation.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Panel subpoenas agents’ deleted texts

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House commit-
tee investigating the U.S. Capitol attack
subpoenaed the Secret Service on Friday
night for text messages agents reportedly
deleted around Jan. 6, 2021, as the panel
probes Donald Trump’s actions at the time
of the deadly siege.

Committee Chairman Bennie Thomp-
son, D-Miss., said in a statement that the
committee understands the messages had
been “erased.” Thompson outlined an ag-
gressive timeline for production of the doc-
uments by Tuesday.

“The USSS erased text messages from
January S and 6, 2021, as part of a ‘device-
replacement program,” Thompson said
late Friday.

He said the panel “seeks the relevant text
messages, as well as any after action re-
ports that have been issued in any and all

divisions of the USSS pertaining or relating
in any way to the events of January 6,2021.”

The Secret Service did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.

The subpoenas come hours after the
nine-member panel received a closed
briefing from the watchdog for Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, which over-
sees the Secret Service. The watchdog
briefed the lawmakers about his finding
that the Secret Service deleted texts from
around Jan. 6, according to two people fa-
miliar with the matter.

Thompson, the Democratic chairman of
the House Jan. 6 panel, told the Associated
Press on Friday that the committee is tak-
ing a deeper look at whether records may
have been lost. “There have been some con-
flicting positions on the matter,” the Mis-
sissippi lawmaker said.

The private briefing was confirmed by

two people familiar with the matter who
spoke to The Associated Press on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss it.

The Secret Service insists proper proce-
dures were followed. Agency spokesman
Anthony Guglielmi said, “The insinuation
that the Secret Service maliciously deleted
text messages following a request is false.
In fact, the Secret Service has been fully
cooperating with the OIG in every respect
— whether it be interviews, documents,
emails, or texts.”

He said the Secret Service had started to
reset its mobile devices to factory settings
in January 2021 “as part of a pre-planned,
three-month system migration.” In that
process, some data was lost.

The inspector general first requested the
electronic communications on Feb. 26, “af-
ter the migration was well under way,” Gu-
glielmi said.

Long Island has 5 shark attacks in 2 weeks

The Washington Post

Five shark attacks have been reported in
the past two weeks off Long Island, includ-
ing two within hours Wednesday, a dramatic
increase in shark encounters that officials
there said may represent a “new normal.”

Four of the reported attacks took place on
Fire Island in Suffolk County, including two
at the popular Smith Point Beach and two
near the village of Ocean Beach. The fifth
was reported on Jones Beach Island in
neighboring Nassau County.

None of the victims were seriously in-
jured, and the sharks sighted were estimat-

ed to be four to five feet in length, officials
said.

Shark sightings have been increasing off
U.S. coasts, which scientists attribute to suc-
cessful conservation efforts that have re-
stored populations closerto historical levels.
Still, the recent spate of attacks was highly
unusual —there were only 47 confirmed un-
provoked attacks nationwide in 2021, ac-
cording to the Florida Museum of Natural
History’s International Shark Attack File.

“Thisis not something thatis precedented
in any way in our history here in Suffolk
County,” Suffolk County Executive Steven

Bellone said atanews conference Thursday.
“Prior to July 3, we had not had a recorded
shark bite at [Smith Point Beach] since it
had opened, during beach hours, back in
1959.”

Bellone said the county is deploying
drones and increased lifeguard patrols to
monitor the waters, acknowledging that the
uptick may represent the “new normal.”

“The idea of more frequent contact with
these kind of sharks may be what we will be
comingtoexpect,” Bellone said at a separate
news conference Wednesday, ahead of the
fifth attack.

Lawyer tells AG:

Stop giving false info about doctor

AP/Report for America

INDIANAPOLIS — A lawyer
on Friday emailed the Indiana
state’s attorney general asking
him tostop spreading false ormis-
leading information about an In-
dianapolis doctor who performed
an abortion in June on a 10-year-
old rape victim from Ohio.

Attorney Kathleen DeLaney
sent the “cease and desist” letter
to Indiana Republican Attorney
General Todd Rokita on behalf of
obstetrician-gynecologist Caitlin

Bernard, who performed a medi-
cal abortion on the girl.

The letter says Rokita’s state-
ments Wednesday on Fox News
“cast Dr. Bernard in a false light
and allege misconduct in her pro-
fession.” DeLaney said the doctor
could file a defamation claim
against Rokita if he does not com-
ply.

Rokita told Fox that his office
was investigating whether Ber-
nard violated medical privacy
laws by talking about the victim to

the Indianapolis Star, and he said
she failed to notify authorities
about suspected child abuse.

Records obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press and other local
media show Bernard submitted
the report July 2, which is within
the state’s required three-day re-
porting period for an abortion
performed on a girl younger than
16.

“We are especially concerned
that, given the controversial polit-
ical context of the statements,

such inflammatory accusations
have the potential toincite harass-
ment or violence from the public
which could prevent Dr. Bernard,
an Indiana licensed physician,
from providing care to her pa-
tients safely,” the letter states.

“Like any correspondence, it
will be reviewed if and when it ar-
rives. Regardless, no false or mis-
leading statements have been
made,” Kelly Stevenson, a spo-
kesperson in Rokita’s office, said
via email.
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Biden: US won’t ‘walk away’ from Mideast

Associated Press

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia — President Joe
Biden, speaking at a summit of Arab lead-
ers, said Saturday that the United States
“will not walk away” from the Middle East
as he tries to ensure stability in a volatile
part of the world and boost the global flow
of oil to reverse rising gas prices.

His remarks, delivered at the Gulf Coop-
eration Council on the final leg of a four-day
Middle East tour, came amid concerns
about Iran’s nuclear ambitions and support
for militants in the region.

“We will not walk away and leave a vacu-
um to be filled by China, Russia or Iran,”
Biden said. “We will seek to build on this
moment with active, principled, American
leadership.”

Although U.S. forces continue to target
terrorists in the region and remain de-
ployed at bases throughout the Middle East,

Biden suggested he was turning a page af-
ter the U.S. invasions of Iraq and Afghan-
istan.

“Today, I’'m proud to be able to say that
the era of land wars in the region, wars that
involved huge numbers of American forc-
es, is not under way,” he said.

He announced $1 billion in U.S. aid to al-
leviate hunger in the region and he pressed
his counterparts, many of whom lead re-
pressive governments, to ensure human
rights, including women’s rights, and allow
their citizens to speak openly.

“The future will be won by the countries
that unleash the full potential of their pop-
ulations,” Biden said, and that includes al-
lowing people to “question and criticize
leaders without fear of reprisal.”

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
the de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia, convened
the summit, which gave him an opportunity

to showcase his country’s heavyweight role
in the Mideast. He also hinted that the king-
dom could pump more oil than it is current-
ly, something Biden is hoping to see when
an existing production deal among OPEC+
member countries expires in September.

Earlier, Biden met individually with the
leaders of Iraq, Egypt and the United Arab
Emirates, some of whom he hadn’t sat down
with since taking office in January 2021.

Biden also met with King Abdullah II of
Jordan. The White House later announced
that the U.S. was extending and expanding
financial assistance to the country, to no
less than $1.4S5 billion per year.

The summit in the Red Sea port city of
Jeddah was an opportunity for Biden to
demonstrate his commitment to the region
after spending most of his presidency fo-
cused on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
China’s growing influence in Asia.

Mexican forces capture infamous drug lord

Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Infamous drug lord
Rafael Caro Quintero, who was behind the
killing of a U.S. DEA agent in 1985, was cap-
tured Friday by Mexican forces nearly a
decade after walking out of a Mexican pris-
on and returning to drug trafficking, Mex-
ico’s navy said.

Caro Quintero was arrested after a
search dog named “Max” found him hiding
in brush in the town of San Simon in Sinaloa
state during a joint operation by the navy
and Attorney General’s Office, a navy
statement said. The site was in the moun-
tains near Sinaloa’s border with the north-
ern border state of Chihuahua.

Mexico’s national arrest registry listed
the time of Caro Quintero’s arrest as
around midday. There were two pending
arrest orders for him as well as an extradi-
tion request from the U.S. government.

Mexico’s Attorney General’s Office said
in a statement late Friday that Caro Quinte-
ro was arrested for extradition and would
be held at the maximum security Altiplano
prison about S0 miles west of Mexico City.

Caro Quintero had walked free in 2013 af-
ter 28 years in prison when a court over-
turned his 40-year sentence for the 1985
kidnapping and Killing of U.S. Drug Enfor-
cement Administration agent Enrique “Ki-
ki” Camarena. The brutal murder marked

a low point in U.S.-Mexico relations.

The former leader of the Guadalajara
cartel, he had since returned to drug traf-
ficking and unleashed bloody turf battles in
the northern Mexico border state of Sono-
ra.

He was on the FBI’s most wanted list,
with a $20 million reward for his capture
through the State Department’s Narcotics
Rewards Program. He was added to the
FBI’s top 10 most wanted list in 2018.

He was one of the primary suppliers of
heroin, cocaine and marijuana to the Unit-
ed States in the late 1970s. He blamed Ca-
marena for araid on a marijuana plantation
in 1984.

0 people die in pileup caused by Montana dust storm

Associated Press

Six people have died after a dust storm
fueled by wind gusts topping 60 mph
caused a pileup Friday evening on Inter-
state 90 in Montana, authorities said.

Twenty-one vehicles crashed, and Mon-
tana Highway Patrol Sgt. Jay Nelson said
authorities believe the weather was the
cause.

“It appears as though there was heavy
winds, causing a dust storm with zero vis-
ibility,” he said.

While the highway patrol did not have an

immediate count of the number of injuries,
Nelson said additional ambulances had to
be called in from Billings to help.

Gov. Greg Gianforte said on Twitter:
“I'm deeply saddened by the news of a
mass casualty crash near Hardin. Please
join me in prayer to lift up the victims and
their loved ones. We’re grateful to our first
responders for their service.”

Montana Attorney General Austin Knud-
sen, who oversees the highway patrol, said
in a statement: “The Montana Highway Pa-
trol is on the scene with other first respon-

ders and investigating the incident. We will
release more information as it becomes
available and is appropriate out of respect
of the lives lost and their loved ones.

“My prayers are with everyone affected
by the tragic events during the dust storm
in Big Horn County today,” Knudsen add-
ed.

The incident happened 3 miles west of
Hardin. A video from The Billings Gazette
showed hundreds of tractor-trailers, camp-
ers and cars backed up for miles along the
two eastbound lanes of the interstate.
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Man gets 70 years for
2020 crosshow slaying

SHREVEPORT — A

26-year-old Louisia-
na man was been sentenced to
70in years in prison for Kkilling a
man with a crossbow in 2020.

Daniel Ralph Haire had been
convicted in May of manslaugh-
ter in the death of Rodney
Christopher Nordby, 33, the
Caddo Parish District Attor-
ney’s Office said.

Because Judge Chris Victory
sentenced him as a habitual of-
fender, Haire could have been
sentenced to up to 80 years. Vic-
tory said Haire will not be eligi-
ble for probation, parole or a
suspended sentence.

During an interview, Haire
said he shot Nordby with the
crossbow during an argument
after inviting him to his home.

State troopers pursue
9-year-old driver

Nc KNIGHTDALE —

State troopers in
North Carolina pursued a 9-
year-old behind the wheel of a
vehicle east of the state capital,
the North Carolina State High-
way Patrol said.

Patrol spokesman Sgt. Chris-
topher Knox said troopers were
alerted that a 9-year-old had
“taken a motor vehicle” and was
driving on Old Milburnie Road
in Knightdale, east of Raleigh,
The News & Observer of Ra-
leigh reported.

Troopers spotted the vehicle
and began to follow it, the patrol
said. The young driver failed to
stop for emergency equipment
and went off the road, hitting the
curb and a manhole before com-
ing to a stop.

The child was not injured, but

was taken to a local hospital for
evaluation. Knox said the patrol
isn’t seeking charges.

Man charged with
painting swastikas

I L ELMHUST — A subur-

ban Chicago man has
been charged with spray-paint-
ing swastikas on several homes
and motor vehicles, authorities
said.

Joel Jexie, 25, of Elmhurst
has been charged with three
counts of hate crime and one
count of criminal damage to
property, DuPage County
State’s Attorney Robert Berlin
and Elmhurst Interim Police
Chief Michael McLean said.

Elmhurst police had received
a call regarding vandalism and
officers observed swastikas
painted on two garage doors of a
home and on a car, Berlin and
McLean said.

Elmhurst police officers re-
ceived another call regarding a
swastika that was spray-painted
on an SUV.

Investigators identified Jexie
as asuspectin both cases as well
as an April incident in which a
swastika was spray-painted on a
home, Berlin and McLean said.
Jexie was taken into custody
without incident, they said.

Veterans’ families get
back lost memorabilia

CHARLESTON —

Medals and mem-

orabilia that were once lost or

abandoned were returned to the

families of West Virginia veter-

ans who served in World WarII,
Vietnam and Korea.

The items belonging to 13 vet-

erans had been turned over to

the State Treasury Depart-

ment’s Unclaimed Property Di-
vision after they were found in
safe deposit boxes.

State Treasurer Riley Moore
said it’s something that his de-
partment sees fairly often.

But previously, when families
became aware of the memora-
bilia, they had to go through a
lengthy process to settle with
banks and notarize paperwork
to get it back.

A law passed earlier this year
allows the state to return items
to their owners and settle fees
with the bank for them.

Fire at firehouse
damaging trucks

M PEARL RIVER

COUNTY — A vol-
unteer fire department in a Mis-
sissippi community lost the use
of three trucks when its own sta-
tion went up in flames.

WLOX TV reported that the
fire happened at the Nicholson
Volunteer Fire Department sta-
tion. Five neighboring firefight-
ing agencies assisted in fighting
the blaze.

Three trucks were heavily
damaged, according to the TV
station. And a county press re-
lease says several other pieces
of key firefighting equipment
were destroyed in the fire.

Former Nicholson fire chief
Bobby Robbins estimated the
damage at $1 million and said it
could take around 100 days to
have the equipment replaced.

The cause was not immedi-
ately known.

Man out on bond
charged with murder

M I HARPER WOODS —
A man charged with
attacking his girlfriend in June

now is accused of killing her and
another man, two days after he
posted bond and was released
from a Detroit-area jail.

“This is the court’s worst
nightmare. ... The witness has
been Killed after the defendant
was placed on bond, given the
benefit of being placed on bond
with house arrest,” Judge Ken-
neth King said.

Welch, 23, had been released
from the Wayne County jail and
ordered to wear an electronic
tether, WDIV-TV reported.

Zlayiah Frazier, 22, and Rob-
ert Bray Jr., 70, were Kkilled at
Welch’s Harper Woods home,
police said. Welch’s mother was
stabbed in the back.

Welch is charged with mur-
der, attempted murder, arson
and other crimes.

Stolen goods foudn in
homeless camp bunker

c SAN JOSE — Six

people have been ar-
rested in San Jose after officers
discovered an underground
bunker at a homeless encamp-
ment with $100,000 of stolen
power tools, weapons and other
goods, police said.

Officers recovered power
tools, three hunting shotguns,
ammunition and three pickup
trucks that were used to trans-
port the haul to a bunker near
Coyote Creek in San Jose after it
was stolen from a nearby busi-
ness, San Jose police said in a
statement.

Images from authorities
showed that the bunker had
wooden beams, walls and a ceil-
ing and electricity extension
cords that police said appeared
to be “plugged into somebody
else’s source.”

— From Associated Press
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Rocker ready for his 2nd MLB draft

Associated Press

TROY, N.Y. — Kumar Rocker is ready
for a second go-round in the MLB Draft.

A year after he was the lone first-round
pick to not sign with a team, the hard-
throwing right-hander and former Van-
derbilt star is fresh from a brief profes-
sional tuneup that has him on track to be
selected again as early as the first round
when the draft begins on Sunday in Los
Angeles.

Rocker was drafted No. 10 overall last
year by the New York Mets. But the sides
failed to reach an agreement by the Au-
gust deadline because the Mets had con-
cerns over the health of his right arm.

Rocker’s agent, Scott Boras, confirmed
that 10 months ago Rocker had “non-pitch-
ing-related minor surgery” on his right
arm.

The 6-foot-S,

245-pound Rocker

emerged from months of training private-
ly when he signed a minor league contract
with the Tri-City ValleyCats of the inde-
pendent Frontier League in mid-May. He
notched his first professional victory two
weeks ago, allowing two hits and one un-
earned run in five innings against the Em-
pire State Greys, a travel team that had on-
ly two wins in 41 games after the loss.

It was the 22-year-old Rocker’s fifth and
final start for the ValleyCats before being
deactivated to prepare for this year’s
draft. He posted a 1.35 ERA with 32 strike-
outs and four walks and gave up 11 hits in
20 innings. His fastball clocked as high as
99 mph and was consistently in that range
during his stint with Tri-City to go along
with a nasty curveball and slider.

“I think I have a better understanding of
pro hitters, just growing up a little bit on
the mound,” Rocker said after his final ap-

pearance for Tri-City.

Three years ago, Rocker led Vanderbilt
to a College World Series title as a fresh-
man. He was a three-year standout and
posted a 2.89 ERA in 42 games (39 starts).
He also was named MVP of the College
World Series, racking up 44 strikeouts in
28 postseason innings, including a 19-stri-
keout no-hitter in an NCAA Super Region-
al against Duke. His ERA was a micro-
scopic 0.96 in four postseason starts.

He opted not to go back to college after
not signing with the Mets, training instead
on his own. The short stint with the Valley-
Cats allowed him to get back in the groove
of live action.

“He’s the real deal,” Tri-City manager
Pete Incaviglia said. “It’s not just his stuff
that makes him, it’s his will to compete. He
loves to compete. He loves to take the ball
every day. Those guys are special.”

LIV rebels are in the running for British Open lead

Associated Press

ST. ANDREWS, Scotland —
Golf’s breakaway bunch have
turned, it seems, into a band of
brothers.

The rebels who have created
a major rift in the world of golf
by defecting to the Saudi-fund-
ed LIV series are working to-
gether for a common cause at
the British Open this week.

“Everybody, it feels like, is
against us,” said Talor Gooch,
one of the 24 LIV golfers playing
at St. Andrews. “And that’s OK.
It’s kind of banded us together, I
think.”

That 24 has been whittled
down to an 11-strong group who
will play the weekend at the
home of golf.

Five were sitting in the top 20
after the second round Friday.
Two were in the top 10. One,
possibly the biggest fishin LIV’s
pool in Dustin Johnson, is in
fifth place and four shots off the
lead, through 13 holes on Satur-
day.

There remains a distinct pos-
sibility — much to the chagrin of
the R&A, no doubt — that a
player from the LIV tour could

be lifting the claret jug on Sun-
day evening.

The prospect was put to Mar-
tin Slumbers, the R&A chief ex-
ecutive, on the eve of the event
and he said he would “welcome
them onto the 18th green.” Yet
minutes earlier, Slumbers had
delivered a withering verdict on
the breakaway tour, describing
it as a money grab that threat-
ens golf’s merit-based culture
cultivated over centuries.

Such has been the R&A’s de-
sire to stop the LIV saga from
disrupting the 150th British
Open that the tour’s CEO, Greg
Norman, was told to not attend
the pre-tournament dinner at
St. Andrews for past cham-
pions. Norman is a two-winner
winner. Phil Mickelson, the
2013 champion and now a LIV
player, also didn’t attend the
dinner, saying the R&A told him
the club didn’t think it was a
good idea he went.

LIV players weren’t put up
for official pre-tournament
media duties, either.

There have been noticeable
jeers for Ian Poulter, another of
the defectors, as he hit his open-

ing tee shots in both of his
rounds — even if he claimed to
not have heard them. Random
barbs have been heard from the
galleries about the enormous
sums of money taken by players
to leave both the PGA Tour and
the European tour.

Johnson said he has been able
to put any negativity and criti-
cism to one side.

“I don’t read. I don’t look at
it,” the former No. 1 said. “It
doesn’t bother me because, ob-
viously, everyone has their own
opinion and I have mine, and the
only one I care about is mine.”

Another LIV player, Lee
Westwood, chose to blame the
media for “stoking up” the mat-
ter, which has shone a light on
Saudi Arabia’s attempts to im-
prove its image through sport-
swashing.

“I think the general public
just want to go out there and see
good golf,” Westwood
said.Johnson, who shot S-under
67 on Friday to move to 9 under
for the week, is contending at a
major for the first time this year.

Through Friday, Gooch was
the other LIV player in the top

10 — he was tied for eighth at 7
under — as he looks to improve
on his best finish in seven previ-
ous appearances at amajor, a tie
for 14th at the Masters in April.

Also in the top 20 was Sadom
Kaewkanjana, who was tied for
12th at 6 under, and both West-
wood and Abraham Ancer, a
further stroke back in a tie for
18th.

The fact that a quarter of the
top 20 are LIV players might be
used by the rebel series to push
its status as a tour of some re-
pute, as opposed to a rich man’s
playground for the unmotivated
or those past their best.

“The credentials of everyone
speaks for themselves,” Gooch
said. “It’s obviously cool for me
to see other guys that are out
there playing well.

“We’ve caught a lot of flak for
what we’ve done here recently.
I think one thing that cannot be
questioned is the quality of
players that are there.”

Among the other LIV players
making the weekend were Ser-
gio Garcia, Poulter and Reed,
who is wearing a LIV-branded
cap this week.
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Laloie out to prove Atlanta was no fluke

Associated Press

LOUDON, N.H. — Ten years
ago, Corey LaJoie won more
races in a NASCAR regional se-
ries season than Chase Elliott.
LaJoie even won more races
that season than Kyle Larson.
LaJoie finished as runner-up —
just 16 points back — to Larson
in the season points standings.

Larson wrapped up the 2012
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
championship in the same race
al6-year-old rookie named Tyl-
er Reddick made his debut.

All drivers with so much
promise.

Check it out a decade later:
Larson is the reigning NASCAR
Cup Series champion and wide-
ly considered the best pure
driver in the sport. Elliott won
the 2020 Cup title and has a lock
on the most popular driver
award. Reddick just won his
first Cup race and is arising star
so in demand that 23XI Racing
this week signed him to a deal
that doesn’t start until 2024.

Then there’s LaJoie.

The 30-year-old driver spent
most of his career scuffling
through driving for underfund-
ed or upstart teams and had on-
ly one top-five finish over his
first 182 career starts. But in
start No. 183 Sunday at Atlanta

Motor Speedway, LaJoie led the
field from the inside lane on a
restart with three laps left in the
race and his first career win in
sight. Elliott slid up the banking
to cut off his challenger. LaJoie
ran out of room and smashed
the outside wall. He settled for
21st, a number that hardly
shows how agonizingly close he
was to beating Elliott for the win
and taking the checkered flag
for the low-budget Spire Motor-
sports team.

“I wish I’d been sitting here
looking at the trophy all week,”
LaJoie said. “I know that you’re
only as good as your last race,
and you roll right into Loudon
and then everybody forgets
about it. For me, it’s a lot of con-
fidence. Because it’s one thing
yourself that you can do it if
you’re in the right opportunity
over the last four, five years. A
lot of it sometimes feels fabri-
cated, whether it’s to yourself,
whether your beliefs are to be
able to drive a race car, you
start to question if you can do
that, if you’re ever going to get
the chance that we had on Sun-
day afternoon to win a Cup
race.”

LaJoieled 19 lapsin Atlanta, a
modest total for most star driv-
ers, but consider he’s now led 46

his entire Cup career. Is he a
one-weekend wonder or can La-
Joie — buried in 3lst in the
points standings — race for a
win Sunday at New Hampshire
Motor Speedway? Well, his av-
erage finish is 29.6 in seven ca-
reer starts. LaJoie, who has
spent years trying to find a com-
petitive race team to prove he
can contend in elite equipment,
now has to hope the near-miss
in Atlanta was a springboard to-
ward that first win and not just
one more lost opportunity he
won’t sniff again.

“I think the biggest feeling I
took away over the weekend
was just confidence in the fact
that I can doit and Spire is capa-
ble of doing it, on occasion,” La-
Joie said.

On occasion. Not exactly a
ringing endorsement for a race
team that lucked into one rain-
shorted win in 2019 but other-
wise has six top-10 finishes in
182 starts. LaJoie conceded his
No. 7 Chevrolet team needed a
flawless race most weekends
just to finish inside the top 20.

Ty game
Ty Dillon is done at GMS Mo-
torsports after only one season.
Dillon tweeted on Friday “we
have mutually agreed to go our

separate ways” after a season in
which he has yet to finish better
than 10th. The team sent a simi-
lar tweet that read it was “fo-
cused on strong runs and get-
ting the No. 42 Chevy Camaro to
victory lane.”

Dillon is 27th in points and
winless in 185 career Cup starts.

The team did not announce a
replacement for Dillon in 2023.

Go tally the votes

The tribe has spoken. Julia
Landauer made her Xfinity Se-
ries debut Saturday at New
Hampshire.

The 30-year-old Landauer, a
2012 contestant on “Survivor:
Caramoan,” has struggled like
many prospects to find her way
to race in one of NASCAR’s
three national series. She start-
ed racing go-karts when she
was 10 years old and never
stopped racing through college
and found rides throughout the
world, even the European NAS-
CAR Whelen Series.

So what has kept her going
through the years?

“Maybe a little craziness,
maybe a little stubbornness,
maybe not wanting to find other
types of work,” she said. “It’s so
exciting for me to make all the
pieces of racing work.”

o0 women settle Watson-related claims against Texans

Associated Press

HOUSTON — Thirty women who had
accused the Houston Texans of turning a
blind eye to allegations that their former
star quarterback Deshaun Watson was
sexually assaulting and harassing women
during massage sessions have settled
their legal claims against the team, their
attorney said Friday.

The terms of the settlements between
each of the women and the Texans are
confidential, said attorney Tony Buzbee.

In separate lawsuits, 24 women ac-
cused Watson of exposing himself, touch-
ing them with his penis or kissing them
against their will during massage ap-
pointments while he played for Houston.
One woman alleged Watson forced her to

perform oral sex. Last month, Buzbee
announced 20 of those 24 lawsuits have
been settled.

In a statement, Texans owners Janice
McNair and Hannah and Cal McNair said
while the team did not have any knowl-
edge of Watson’s alleged misconduct,
they were ‘“shocked and deeply sad-
dened” when they first learned about the
accusations and chose to resolve the
claims against the team “amicably.”

“This is not an admission of any
wrongdoing, but instead a clear stand
against any form of sexual assault and
misconduct. We hope that today’s resolu-
tion will provide some form of closure to
the parties involved, our fans and the
Houston community at large. As an orga-

nization, we will now turn our focus to
the future and doing what we can to
ensure respect for all,” the McNairs said
in their statement.

In the lawsuit filed last month against
the team, a woman accused the Texans
and some of their employees of having
been told or being aware of Watson’s
troubling behavior and “known tendency
to push boundaries during massage ses-
sions.”

The lawsuit alleged the Texans provid-
ed Watson with various resources, in-
cluding rooms at a Houston hotel, mas-
sage tables and a nondisclosure agree-
ment the women were told to sign, that
allowed the quarterback “to further his
misconduct with women.”
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Kershaw nearly perfect against Angels

Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Clayton
Kershaw took a perfect game
through the seventh and fin-
ished with eight scoreless in-
nings of one-hit ball in the Los
Angeles Dodgers’ 9-1 victory
over the Los Angeles Angels on
Friday night.

After retiring the Angels’ first
21 batters in order, Kershaw
(7-2) fell six outs short of his
first perfect game and the sec-
ond in Dodgers franchise histo-
ry when Luis Rengifo lined a
clean double to left leading off
the eighth.

The Dodgers’ left-hander fin-
ished the eighth inning strong
and got the last of several stand-
ing ovations from a sellout
crowd of 44,648 at Angel Stadi-
um.

The three-time Cy Young
Award winner struck out six
and threw just 89 pitches in his
eight innings. Kershaw threw
the only no-hitter of his career
back in 2014 against Colorado.
Justin Turner had three hits,
drove in four runs and also
made the first of three spectac-
ular defensive plays by the
Dodgers’ infield to keep Ker-
shaw’s perfect game intact. Will

Smith went 4-for-4 with a walk,
while Hanser Alberto had a
two-run triple in the fifth in-
ning.

Rays 5, Orioles 4: Balti-
more’s winning streak ended at
10 when Christian Bethancourt
hit his first home run and host
Tampa Bay rallied for a victory.

The winning streak was the
Orioles’ longest in a single sea-
son since they won 13 straight in
1999.

Mariners 8, Rangers 3: Rob-
bie Ray struck out 12 without a
walk over 6% innings, rookie
All-Star center fielder Julio Ro-
driguez hit a grand slam and
visiting Seattle extended its
longest winning streak in more
than two decades to 12 games.

The only time the Mariners
had alonger winning streak was
their team-record 1S in row in
2001, their last playoff season.
Atlanta has the only longer
streak this season with 14
straight wins.

Red Sox 5, Yankees 4 (11):
Xander Bogaerts slid home on
Michael King’s wild pitch with
two outs in the 11th inning, and
visiting Boston recovered from
a meltdown in the ninth to beat
New York for its third win in 11

games.

All three of those Red Sox
wins have come against the
Yankees, who have the best rec-
ord in the majors.

White Sox 6, Twins 2: Tim
Anderson hit the go-ahead
home run in the fourth inning
and Adam Engel tacked on a
three-run shot in the seventh,
powering visiting Chicago to its
fourth straight win.

Michael Kopech (3-6) fin-
ished five innings for his first
win in eight starts.

Giants 8, Brewers 5: Mike
Yastrzemski hit a walk-off
grand slam off major league
saves leader Josh Hader for his
third homer of the ninth inning,
and host San Francisco rallied
from a three-run deficit.

Phillies 2, Marlins 1: J.T.
Realmuto had three hits against
his former team, including a tie-
breaking double in the seventh
inning off All-Star Sandy Alcan-
tara, and visiting Philadelphia
snapped a four-game skid.

Padres 5, Diamondbacks 3:
A fired-up Yu Darvish struck
out nine in seven innings and
host San Diego beat Arizona.

Blue Jays 8, Royals 1: Teos-
car Hernandez and Matt Chap-

man hit three-run home runs,
Alek Manoah snapped a three-
start winless streak with seven
strong innings and host Toronto
beat depleted Kansas City.

Guardians 6, Tigers 5: Josh
Naylor drove in two runs and
Andrés Giménez delivered the
go-ahead single in the seventh
inning, lifting host Cleveland
past Detroit.

Braves 8, Nationals 4: Austin
Riley, Orlando Arcia and Adam
Duvall homered as visiting At-
lanta sent Washington to its
eighth straight loss.

Rockies 13, Pirates 2: Bren-
dan Rodgers homered and
drove in four runs, C.J. Cron hit
his 21st home run and German
Marquez became the second
Colorado pitcher to reach 900
career strikeouts in a win at
Pittsburgh.

Cardinals 7, Reds 3: Nolan
Gorman hit a tiebreaking hom-
er and Brendan Donovan drove
in three runs as host St. Louis
halted a two-game skid with a
win over Cincinnati.

Athletics 5, Astros 1: Skye
Bolt homered with a career-
high three RBIs, Cole Irvin
pitched six sharp innings and
Oakland won at Houston.

MLB to pay minor leaguers $185 million to settle suit

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Major
League Baseball agreed to pay
minor leaguers $185 million to
settle a federal lawsuit alleging
violations of minimum wage
laws, a case that progressed
through the courts for eight
years without reaching a trial.

An early estimate is that per-
haps 23,000 players could
share the money with an aver-
age payment of $5,000 to
$5,500, according to a filing by
Brian Kriegler, the players’
damages expert. More precise
totals will not be calculated un-
til notice is given to eligible
players.

The deal, announced May 10,
was filed Friday with the U.S.
District Court in San Francis-
co. Chief Magistrate Judge Jo-
seph C. Spero must approve
the settlement, a step that
usually is routine in this type of
case.

“This settlement is a monu-
mental step for minor league
players toward a fair and just
compensation system,” Garrett
Broshuis, the players’ lead law-
yer and a former minor league
pitcher, said in a statement.
“I’ve seen first-hand the finan-
cial struggle players face while
earning poverty-level wages —
or no wages at all — in pursuit

of their major league dream.”

If approved, $120,197,300
will be split among the players,
$55.5 million will go the the
players’ lawyers and up to $5.5
million will cover reimburse-
ment costs of the suit.

Also, $450,000 will be for the
costs of administering the set-
tlement, $637,000 will go to in-
centive awards for the player
representatives in the suit,
$400,000 for a contingency
fund and $2,315,000 for a pay-
ment under the California Pri-
vate Attorney General Act,
which allows penalties for vio-
lating state labor code.

MLB told the court that it did

not oppose approval of the set-
tlement.

“We are only in the second
year of a major overhaul of the
100-year-old player develop-
ment system and have made
great strides to improve the
quality of life for minor league
players,” MLB said in a state-
ment. “We are proud that mi-
nor league players already re-
ceive significant benefits, in-
cluding free housing, quality
health care, multiple meals per
day, college tuition assistance
for those who wish to continue
their education and over $450
million in annual signing bo-
nuses for first-year players.”
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