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Grief and grievance

Trump faces protests as he visits Dayton, El Paso in wake of shootings

Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio — Protest-
ers greeted President Donald
Trump’s arrival in Dayton on
Wednesday, blaming his incen-
diary rhetoric for inflaming
political and racial tensions in
the country and demanding
action on gun control as he vis-
ited survivors of last weekend’s
mass shootings and saluted
first responders.

The president and first lady
Melania Trump began their
visit at the hospital where
many of the victims of Sunday’s
attack were treated. Reporters
traveling with the president
were kept out of view, but White
House press secretary Stepha-
nie Grisham tweeted that the
couple had “been stopping be-
tween rooms to thank the hard-
working medical staff. Very
powerful moments for all!”

Outside Miami Valley Hos-
pital, at least 200 protesters
gathered, hoping to send a mes-
sage to the president by calling
for action. Some said Trump
was not welcome in their city.
There were Trump supporters,
as well.

Emotions are still raw in the
aftermath of the early Sunday
morning shooting rampage
that left 10 dead, including the
gunman, in the city’s popular
Oregon entertainment district.
Critics contend Trump’s own
words have contributed to a
combustible climate that has
spawned violence in cities in-
cluding El Paso, Texas, where
another shooter Kkilled 22 peo-
ple over the weekend.

Trump rejected that asser-
tion as he left the White House,
strongly criticizing those who
say he bears some responsibil-
ity for the nation’s divisions.

“My critics are political peo-
ple,” Trump said, noting the
apparent political leanings of
the shooter in the Dayton Kill-
ings and suggesting the man
was supportive of Democrats.

“Had nothing to do with Pres-
ident Trump,” Trump said. “So
these are people that are look-
ing for political gain.”

He also defended his rhetoric
on issues including immigra-
tion, claiming instead that he
“brings people together. Our
country is doing incredibly
well.”

Some 85% of U.S. adults be-
lieve the tone and nature of
political debate has become
more negative, with a major-
ity saying Trump has changed
things for the worse, according
to recent Pew Research Center
polling.

And more than three quar-
ters, 78%, say that elected
officials who use heated or ag-
gressive language to talk about
certain people or groups make
violence against those people
more likely.

In Dayton, raw anger and
pain were on display as protest-
ers chanted “Ban those guns”
and “Do something!” dur-
ing Trump’s visit. This White
House typically goes out of its
way to shield protesters from
Trump’s view.

Holding a sign that said “Not
Welcome Here,” Lynnell Gra-
ham said she thinks Trump’s
response to the shootings has
been insincere.

“To me he comes off as fake,”
she said.

But in El Paso, where more
protests were expected, Raul
Melendez, whose father-in-law,
David Johnson, was killed in

Saturday’s shooting, said the
most appropriate thing Trump
could do was to meet with rela-
tives of the victims.

“It shows that he actually
cares, if he talks to individual
families,” said Melendez, who
credits Johnson with helping
his 9-year-old daughter survive
the attack by pushing her under
a counter. Melendez, an Army
veteran and the son of Mexican
immigrants, said he holds only
the shooter responsible for the
attack.

“That person had the intent
to hurt people, he already had
it,” he said. “No one’s words
would have triggered that.”

Local Democratic lawmak-
ers who’d expressed concern
about the visit said Trump had
nonetheless hit the right notes
Wednesday.

“He was comforting, he did
the right things, and Melania
did the right things. It’s his job
to comfort people,” said Sen.
Sharrod Brown, who nonethe-
less said he was “very con-
cerned about a president that
divides in his rhetoric and plays
to race in his rhetoric.”

‘Red flag’ gun laws plan has bipartisan backing on Hill

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Despite
frequent mass shootings, Con-
gress has proved to be unable
to pass substantial gun violence
legislation, largely because of
resistance from Republicans.

But a bipartisan proposal by
Sens. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,
and Richard Blumenthal, D-
Conn., is gaining momentum
following weekend mass shoot-
ings in Texas and Ohio that left

31 people dead. The emerging
plan would create a federal
grant program to encourage
states to adopt “red flag” laws
to take guns away from people
believed to be dangers to them-
selves or others. A similar bill
never came up for a vote in
the GOP-controlled Senate
last year, but both parties ex-
press hope that this year will
be different. President Donald
Trump has signaled support.

“We must make sure that
those judged to pose a grave
risk to public safety do not have
access to firearms and that if
they do those firearms can be
taken through rapid due pro-
cess,” Trump said in a White
House speech on Monday.

Many mass shootings “in-
volved individuals who showed
signs of violent behavior that
are either ignored or not fol-
lowed up on,” said Graham,
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chairman of the powerful Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee. “State
red flag laws will provide the
tools for law enforcement to do
something about many of these
situations before it’s too late.”

On Tuesday, Blumenthal said
there’s “a growing wave of sup-
port on both sides of the aisle”
for the red-flag plan — more
momentum in fact “than any
other gun violence plan” being
debated in Congress.
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Turkey, US to work on Syrian safe zone

The Washington Post

ISTANBUL — A Turkish
military offensive against Syr-
ian Kurdish fighters appeared
to be averted as the United
States and Turkey announced
Wednesday that they had
agreed to “address Turkish se-
curity concerns” and work to-
gether on the establishment of
a safe zone in northern Syria.

Statements released by the
two governments, using virtu-
ally identical language, con-
tained little detail about what
exactly had been agreed upon.
Critically, the statements, re-
leased by the U.S. Embassy in
Ankara and Turkey’s Defense
Ministry, did not say whether
the thorniest issue — the size

and complexion of the safe zone
— had been resolved.
President Donald Trump’s
administration had worked
furiously in recent weeks to
head off a Turkish offensive
against a U.S.-backed force in
Syria that had led the ground
offensive against the Islamic
State. The force controls large
swaths of territory along the
Syrian-Turkish border and is
dominated by Syrian Kurdish
fighters, whom Turkey consid-
ers a threat to its own security.
The threat of Turkish mili-
tary action came after months
of haggling over the estab-
lishment of a “safe zone” that
would push the Syrian Kurdish
fighters back from the border.

Over U.S. objections, Turkey
had argued for a larger safe
zone and for sole Turkish con-
trol over the area.

U.S. officials had feared
that a Turkish invasion could
occur as soon as Thursday. The
agreement announced Wednes-
day said that the U.S. and Turk-
ish delegations had agreed to a
“rapid implementation of initial
measures to address Turkey’s
security concerns.” A joint
operations center in Turkey
would “coordinate and manage
the establishment of the safe
zone together.”

A U.S. official said that “con-
siderable agreement” had been
reached but that there are “still
issues to work out.”

“This gives us room to take
initial joint Turkish-U.S. ac-
tions,” said the official, who
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because of the sensitiv-
ity of the issue.

It was unclear whether prog-
ress had been made on consid-
erable differences between the
two governments on the size
and patrolling of a safe zone.

That statement also said that
the safe zone “shall become a
peace corridor, and every ef-
fort shall be made so that dis-
placed Syrians can return to
their country” — language that
appeared aimed at addressing
rising anxiety in Turkey about
the growing population of Syr-
ian refugees.

Defense secretary works on stability at Pentagon, has eye on China goals

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The ca-
reer trajectory of newly minted
Defense Secretary Mark Esper
appears custom-crafted for
someone aspiring to the Pen-
tagon’s highest office: Army
infantry officer, Defense De-
partment bureaucrat, industry
lobbyist and well-connected
congressional aide.

Esper must now demonstrate
that he can translate his expe-
rience into success leading the
world’s largest bureaucracy
and navigating the sometimes
opposing interests of military
leaders and President Donald
Trump.

In his first interview since
being confirmed last month,
Esper laid out his vision for re-
storing stability to the Pentagon
after a period of leadership up-
heaval while also ensuring that
the military can make good on
its long-delayed goal of regain-
ing its advantage over Beijing.

Esper, SS, who was a lobbyist
for weapons maker Raytheon
when Trump picked him to be
Army secretary in 2017, said
he would establish new metrics
and processes for keeping staff

focused on China-related goals
while tapping his relationships
with key Trump administra-
tion figures such as Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo.

Esper shared a stage with his
West Point classmate this week
as he touched down for a joint
State-Defense Department
meeting in Australia during his
inaugural tour of Asia as Pen-
tagon chief.

Esper promised to shield the
department from politicization
through personal example.

“Part of my role is to exhibit
the right behavior,” he said.
“This is something I messaged
to the leadership a week ago: We
are an apolitical organization.”

So far Esper’s plans on China
closely track the blueprint laid
out in a major 2018 defense
strategy for matching strength
with the advanced militaries of
Moscow and Beijing that was
formulated by Trump’s first
defense secretary, retired Ma-
rine Gen. Jim Mattis. “We have
a very good national defense
strategy, and now the challenge
is implementing it,” Esper said
from his office overlooking Po-
tomac, Md.

Mara Karlin, a former Pen-

tagon official who directs the
Strategic Studies program at
Johns Hopkins University’s
School of Advanced and Inter-
national Studies, said Esper
had demonstrated adept man-
agement in his previous job
by bringing a skeptical eye to
his evaluation of Army pro-
grams. Now, he will be judged
by whether he delivers on the
strategy.

Esper, who was nominated in
June after the previous acting
defense secretary, Pat Shana-
han, stepped aside suddenly for
personal reasons, takes control
of the Pentagon at a moment
defined in part by its struggle
to anticipate and understand
the wishes of Trump.

The administration’s steps
to restrict interagency delib-
erations have compounded the
impact of the president’s unpre-
dictable decision-making style.
More significantly, military of-
ficials have also had difficulty
reconciling Trump’s demands
with what they have tradition-
ally viewed as core U.S. defense
interests.

It remains to be seen wheth-
er Esper can publicly reinforce
traditional Pentagon positions,

such as reassuring anxious
allies and making a case for
maintaining  counterterror-
ism missions overseas, while
advancing the president’s pri-
orities. Well-versed in policy
matters and the arcane ways
of the sprawling Pentagon bu-
reaucracy, Esper sought to
minimize those differences.

“DOD does have a strong
voice out there and we will ex-
ercise it,” he said. “But again
I’'m going to balance those two
things as well because, at the
end of the day, we’re advancing
America’s interests.”

Unlike Mattis and Shanahan,
Esper served in partisan posi-
tions before joining the Trump
administration, including serv-
ing as aide to then-Republican
Sen. Chuck Hagel and national
security czar to a Senate ma-
jority leader, then-Republican
Sen. Bill Frist.

As secretary, Esper will have
to juggle the Pentagon’s China
agenda with the specter of con-
flict with Iran, all while address-
ing the fallout from Trump’s
rocky relationship with allies
needed for both.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The Internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling (202) 761-0865 or by sending an email to:
SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at: stripes.com.
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AAFES ends physical sales of games, movies

BY BRIAN FERGUSON
Stars and Stripes

The Army and Air Force Exchange Ser-
vice will no longer sell DVDs, Blu-rays
and video games in its stores or online
by the end of the year, a spokesman said
Wednesday.

“Last year, 83% of all computer and video
games were sold digitally while only 17%
were purchased in physical form,” AAFES
spokesman Chris Ward said.

The lagging results contributed to the
decision to end physical media sales.

“The Exchange regularly makes adjust-

ments to its assortment to ensure it has
the most popular products on its shelves,”
Ward said in an email.

To compensate, the Exchange is ex-
panding its assortment of online digital
entertainment alternatives from leading
companies. These include a discounted
offer for Hulu streaming service, as well
as TV and event programming provided
through Exchange contractors, he said.

The removal of DVDs, Blu-rays and
video games will not include the removal
of players and consoles. The store will also
expand its assortment of Smart Home and

eSports products.

“Assortment shifts that reflect changes
in demand are critical to the Exchange
mission as 100% of the organization’s earn-
ings support critical quality-of-life pro-
grams to include child, youth and school
services, armed forces recreation centers
and more,” Ward said.

According to the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America, home entertainment digi-
tal demand has increased by 170% globally
since 2014. During this same period, de-
mand for physical media has dropped by
48%.

Bill requires tracking of
troops exposed to toxins

Taliban car bomb attack
kills at least 14 in Kabul

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Retired Lt. Col. Susan Lukas
looked no further than her own
experience when weighing the
benefits of legislation to help
servicemembers who have been
exposed to toxic materials.

Now a legislative director for
the Reserve Organization of
America, the former member
of the Air Force Reserve was
on active duty at the Pentagon
on Sept. 11, 2001. At the time,
Lukas never considered the
toxins that she was breathing
in during the terrorist attack.

“As time went on, I started
having a problem with my
throat and started getting tests.
What happened is I ultimately
had lung damage from 9/11,”
she said.

In the months following the
attack, Lukas said she had
problems with breathing and
coughing, but wrote it off as
part of flu season. It took sev-
eral years and a worsening of
her symptoms to put the two to-
gether. Had documentation of
the exposure been in her medi-
cal records, Lukas believes di-
agnosis and proper treatment
could have come more quickly.

A Dbill now attached to the
National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2020
requires the medical records
of servicemembers to include

whether they were exposed to
toxic materials, in an effort to
ease access to disability com-
pensation and treatment at
the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Lawmakers are reconciling
the two versions of the legisla-
tion into a final version, and it is
expected to move forward fol-
lowing their August recess.

Known as the Occupational
and Environmental Transpar-
ency Health Act, or OATH
Act, the bill stands to affect all
servicemembers as toxic ex-
posure can happen at home or
while serving on deployment.
Even troops living in barracks
or military family housing that
was found to be unsafe because
of mold or lead paint would have
the exposure documented, said
Rep. John Garamendi, D-Calif.,
who introduced the bill along-
side Rep. Austin Scott, R-Ga.

“[A servicemember’s] health
is jeopardized and when they
getill and it is difficult to under-
stand the relationship between
a previous chemical exposure
and the illness because that
information is not available,”
Garamendi said July 25.

.Toxic materials often asso-
ciated with servicemembers’
illnesses include the herbicide
Agent Orange, fumes from
burn pits, chemical foam used
in firefighting and mold in liv-
ing quarters.

Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A
Taliban car bomb aimed at
Afghan security forces ripped
through a busy Kabul neigh-
borhood on Wednesday, killing
14 people and wounding 145 —
most of them women, children
and other civilians — shortly
after the extremist group and
the United States reported
progress on negotiating an end
to Afghanistan’s nearly 18-year
war.

The bombing during morning
rush hour was one of the worst
attacks in Kabul this year, and
it again raised fears among Af-
ghans about what will happen
once the estimated 20,000 U.S.
and NATO troops in their coun-
try go home.

The explosives-packed
car detonated at a security
checkpoint outside police
headquarters in a minority
Shiite neighborhood in western
Kabul, police spokesman Fir-
daus Faramarz said.

The Taliban said they had
targeted a recruitment center
for security forces.

Ninety-two of the wounded
were civilians, Deputy Interior
Minister Khoshal Sadat told
reporters. Four police officers
were among those Killed, he
said.

The attack took place as
many Kabul residents were
preparing for the Muslim holi-
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day Eid al-Adha, which begins
Sunday. A large plume of smoke
rose over the city. Some nearby
buildings were left in rubble.

“I was having breakfast in a
restaurant when the explosion
happened,” said Mohmmad
Qasem. As windows shattered,
he and others rushed into the
busy street.

Any Taliban attack is a bar-
rier to the peace process,
presidential spokesman Sediq
Seddiqi told reporters, vowing
that “Afghan security forces
are strong and can protect the

Afghan population.”
President Ashraf Ghani’s
government said such at-

tacks apparently are meant to
strengthen the Taliban posi-
tion at the negotiating table but
would not succeed.

On Tuesday the Taliban
warned Afghans to boycott the
Sept. 28 presidential election
and avoid campaign rallies
that “could become potential
targets.” The vote already has
been delayed for months over
security and organizational
concerns.

The Taliban have been stag-
ing near-daily attacks against
Afghan forces across the coun-
try, saying the war will con-
tinue as long as U.S. and NATO
forces are still in Afghanistan.

The Taliban now control
roughly half of the country
and are at their strongest since
2001.
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US ambassador to Russia will resign

Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — US.
Ambassador to Russia Jon
Huntsman Jr. has submitted his
resignation, signaling the end
of a two-year stint during what
he called a historically difficult
time in relations between the
two countries.

Huntsman is planning to re-
turn to Utah amid speculation
that he may again run for gov-
ernor, said Salt Lake Chamber
president Derek Miller, who
served under him during his
previous tenure.

Huntsman, a Republican,
left the Utah governor’s office
in 2009 when former President
Barack Obama tapped him as
ambassador to China.

He was popular in the state

and had been elected to his sec-
ond term the year before.

Huntsman mounted a brief
run for president in 2011.

In 2017, President Donald
Trump named him as ambas-
sador to Russia as the U.S. in-
vestigated Moscow’s meddling
in the 2016 election.

In a resignation later dated
Monday and first obtained by
The Salt Lake Tribune, Hunts-
man said he was honored by
the trust Trump placed in
him “during this historically
difficult period in bilateral
relations” that has included ex-
pulsions and forced departures
of his staff.

In the letter, Huntsman also
urged the U.S. to hold Russia
accountable for behavior that
threatens American allies.

He said he wants to leave
to reconnect with family and
home responsibilities.

Huntsman is expected to
serve through Oct. 3.

In Russia, the state-run Tass
news agency quoted an un-
named spokesperson in the
foreign ministry as saying
Huntsman is a professional, but
“the domestic political state of
affairs in the U.S.” made it im-
possible to fully develop bilat-
eral ties.

Ahead of his expected return
to Utah, it’s unclear whether
Huntsman would seek to re-
turn to the governor’s mansion
in 2020, but if he does step into
the race he would have imme-
diate credibility and popular-
ity, Miller said.

“I think he’s looking at it very

closely,” he said. A recent poll
from the Salt Lake Chamber
found Huntsman nearly tied
with the first declared can-
didate, Republican Lt. Gov.
Spencer Cox, in a hypothetical
general election, but trailing
him among GOP voters who
will decide the party nomina-
tion, Miller said.

Cox said in a statement Tues-
day that he’s glad Huntsman
has decided to return. “If he
decides to run for governor
again, it would make me a bet-
ter candidate,” Cox said.

Other potential gubernato-
rial candidates include retiring
U.S. Rep. Rob Bishop and for-
mer Utah House Speaker Greg
Hughes, both Republicans.

F'BI opens domestic terrorism probe
into California food festival shooting

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The FBI has opened a do-
mestic terrorism investigation into the mass
shooting at a California food festival after it dis-
covered a “target list” compiled by the gunman
whose relatives apologized Tuesday and said
they were “horrified” by his actions.

The FBI disclosure came during a funeral mass
for Keyla Salazar, 13, a middle schooler who was
one of three people killed on July 28 by gunman
Santino William Legan during the Gilroy Garlic
Festival. Thirteen others were injured.

It was the first of three mass shootings with-
in a week that Kkilled 34 people in Gilroy; Day-
ton, Ohio; and El Paso, Texas. The attacks have
prompted widespread calls for gun reform and
heightened mental health care.

The FBI has opened domestic terrorism cases
in two of the attacks.

In Gilroy, the FBI cited the 19-year-old Legan’s
list of targets that included religious institutions,
courthouses, federal buildings and both major
political parties in the U.S.

Federal investigators and Legan’s family said
they have not been able to come up with a motive
for the festival attack.

However, John Bennett, FBI agent in charge
in San Francisco, said the agency cannot rule out
white nationalism as a factor.

On the day of the attack, Legan urged his In-
stagram followers to read a 19th-century book
popular with white supremacists who follow
extremist websites. He also complained about

overcrowding towns and paving open space to
make room for “hordes” of Latinos and Silicon
Valley whites.

The FBI says Legan appeared to be interested
in conflicting violent ideologies, but authori-
ties have not found a written explanation for
his attack or any indication of previous violent
behavior.

U.S. law does not contain a specific domestic
terrorism charge. As a result, the FBI looks for
possible hate crimes, weapons and other viola-
tions. Simply being a member or showing sup-
port for a white supremacist organization is not
unlawful.

However, such links are a crime in foreign ter-
rorism cases, even if the investigation doesn’t
involve accusations of violence.

Family members of Legan released a state-
ment saying they were “deeply shocked and hor-
rified” by his actions. They also apologized to the
victims and their families.

“We have never and would never condone the
hateful thoughts and ideologies that led to this
event, and it is impossible to reconcile this with
the son we thought we knew,” the family said in a
statement released by attorney Chuck Smith.

Police say Legan fired 39 shots from an AK-
47-style rifle before turning the gun on himself
during a shootout with three Gilroy police offi-
cers. He was wearing a bullet-resistant vest and
carrying several high-capacity magazines, with
more ammunition on the ground and in a bag in
anearby creek.

&

Russia says
drone test
a success

Associated Press

MOSCOW — The Russian
military says a heavy drone it’s
developing has made a success-
ful maiden flight.

The Defense Ministry on
Wednesday released a video
showing the Okhotnik (Hunter)
taking off, performing maneu-
vers and landing. The ministry
has said that the drone, which
has advanced reconnaissance
and stealth capabilities, first
flew for 20 minutes Saturday.

The wedge-shaped heavy
drone developed by the Sukhoi
company is a major leap com-
pared with other unmanned
aerial vehicles previously de-
veloped in Russia.

The project has been veiled
in secrecy, but Russian media
reports claimed that the new
drone weighs 20 tons loaded
and has a range of up to 3,100
miles.

The single-engine OKkhotnik
bears a visual resemblance to
Lockheed Martin’s U.S. RQ-
170 Sentinel drone.
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Teen charged in death
of cat shot with arrow
MA BLACKSTONE

— Police said a 17-
year-old boy faces charges in
connection with the death of a
pet cat shot with an arrow.

Acting Blackstone Police
Chief Gregory Gilmore said the
teen was identified as a suspect
through several tips from the
public.

Gilmore said investigators
executing a search warrant
at the boy’s home found a bow
and several arrows similar to
the one found in the cat.

The suspect’s name wasn’t
made public because of his
age.

An anonymous donor offered

a $500 reward for information
leading to an arrest.

Bear electrocuted
climbing utility pole
STEAMBOAT

c SPRINGS — Wild-
life officials said a bear was
killed by electric shock when
it climbed a utility pole in
northwestern Colorado to es-
cape traffic and touched power
lines.

Colorado Parks and Wild-
life officer Jack Taylor said a
resident saw the bear trying to
cross a county road when an on-
coming car scared it. It ran into
a field and climbed the pole.

Taylorsaid Parksand Wildlife
received two reports last year
of bears being electrocuted.

Accused assailant
accidentally stabs self
c A ROSEVILLE — Po-
lice in Northern Cali-
fornia said they arrested a
woman who was trying to stab
her husband and sister-in-law

outside a bank when she acci-
dentally stabbed herself in the

abdomen.

The Roseville Police Depart-
ment said officers responding
to a call about a fight outside a
bank found Ziaoxin Wu, 32, in-
jured with a stab wound.

The department said Wu and
her husband were finalizing
their separation at the bank
and that the man had brought
his sister for support.

Police said Wu became upset
and took a large kitchen knife
out of her purse and tried to
stab her husband’s sister. When
her husband intervened, Wu
tried to stab him but instead
stabbed herself.

2 people bitten by
sharks minutes apart
NEW SMYRNA

F BEACH — Authori-
ties said two people were bitten
by sharks minutes apart at the
same Florida beach.

Volusia County Beach safe-
ty officials told news outlets
the two bites occurred at New
Smyrna Beach.

Authorities said a 23-year-
old woman was bitten on the
left hand and wrist, which re-
quired her to receive stitches.

A short time later, a 21-
year-old man was bitten on
his right foot and was treated
at the scene. Neither bite was
life-threatening.

Woman stabbed in
dispute in subway

NEW YORK — Po-

lice said a woman was
stabbed on a New York subway
platform in the middle of the
afternoon during an argument
with two people.

The 23-year-old victim suf-
fered wounds to the stomach
and her left arm at the Utica Av-
enue station in Crown Heights.
Police said the three appeared
to be quarreling when she was
attacked.

A man is in custody, but au-
thorities believe it was his fe-
male companion who stabbed
the victim and is still at large.

Man shoots at trees
he thought occupied
SALT LAKE CITY

U — A man in northern
Utah who told police he was
trying to shoot people he be-
lieved were living in his trees
was charged with more than 30
felonies.

The Deseret News reported
Timmy Andrew Gurule, 64,
was charged with drug distri-
bution, discharge of a firearm
and related crimes.

According to the documents
he told the officer there were
“30 to SO people living in the
trees on his property.”

Detectives found 24 firearms,
ammunition, and marijuana
in Gurule’s home. Authorities
also say his blood tested posi-
tive for meth, amphetamines
and THC.

Man charged in theft
of phone in courtroom
M MOUNT CLEMENS

— A cellphone left un-
attended on a courtroom bench
proved too enticing a target for
a suburban Detroit man ap-
pearing before the judge on an-
other matter.

The Macomb County prose-
cutor’s office said that the man
was waiting to be sentenced in
Macomb Circuit Court for a
2017 traffic case when he saw
the phone on the bench. He sat
beside the phone and placed his
hat atop it before sliding it into
his pocket.

The phone’s owner returned
and asked a courtroom deputy
for assistance when he saw it
had been removed.

The deputy reviewed the

courtroom’s video feed, which
recorded the theft.
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The man was charged with
larceny.

Museum officials
learn stamp is fake
OMAHA —Represen-

N tatives of a small avia-
tion museum in southwestern
Iowa hoped they had stumbled
upon a rare postage stamp po-
tentially worth a fortune. But
experts at a national stamp
convention in Omaha delivered
the sad truth: It isn’t the real
thing, after all.

The Iowa Aviation Museum
in Greenfield, Iowa, had what
it thought was an “Inverted
Jenny” and brought it to the
Omaha gathering.

Ken Martin, of the American
Philatelic Society, said experts
knew immediately the stamp
wasn’t authentic because “it
wasn’t the right size.”

Old marriage records
are to be digitized
CAPE GI-

M RARDEAU —

Thousands of marriage records
in southeast Missouri’s Cape
Girardeau County will be digi-
tized and stored electronically
as part of an effort to preserve
historic documents.

County recorder of deeds
Crew Blattner said the work is
critical because nondigitized
records can be lost if there’s
a natural disaster or water
damage.

The effort also will allow re-
cords to be searched through
an online database.

Some of the marriage records
predate both Cape Girardeau
County, founded in 1812, and
Missouri, which gained state-
hood in 1821.

From wire reports

Reporting
World, National

and Military News
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Unproven Ohio St. QB ready for pressure

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio—Justin Fieldsknows
all about heat. He grew up in Georgia.

But the pressure cooker in which the cel-
ebrated prep quarterback now finds him-
self is about to get turned up.

The pressure is always crushing on any-
one who starts at quarterback for Ohio
State. But Fields, who transferred from
Georgia last winter, is expected to pick up
where record-breaking Heisman Trophy
candidate and first-round NFL Draft pick
Dwayne Haskins Jr. left off.

Fields, a 20-year-old sophomore, has
never started a college game. He saw only
limited playing time in his freshman sea-
son, mostly in mop-up duty behind Jake
Fromm.

He comes to Ohio State with great ex-
pectations and great hype. He was one of
the highest-rated high school prospects
at any position in 2018. He is said to have
nearly the arm that Haskins does but with
the speed and elusiveness his predecessor
lacks.

New Ohio State coach Ryan Day is the
first to note that Fields must still earn
the starting job. But that’s really just a
formality.

“Physically, he checks all the boxes
— running, athleticism, size, power, throw-
ing ability, arm strength, accuracy, intelli-
gence,” Day said. “He has all those things.
Now it’s just a matter in August of putting

on the field and seeing what kind of prod-
uct we have.

“But in order to learn, you have to fail,”
Day continued. “Unfortunately, we don’t
have the luxury of failing a lot in practice
and spending a few years as an understudy.
Some of those failures are going to happen
in a game, and there’s going to be a lot of
deep breaths.”

In the months after spring practice,
Fields put in his work. He threw with his
receivers nearly every day.

“Right when you come into a new place
you can’t just come in and just act like
you’re a leader,” he said. “You have to kind
of get used to the guys and build relation-
ships with them so they trust you. Then you
can step out and become a leader.”

Austin Mack is expected to be one of
Fields’ top targets. He also has something
to prove after missing the final six games
last year with a foot injury. He was hurt in
the humiliating loss to unranked Purdue,
a defeat that kept the Buckeyes out of the
playoffs.

Mack said he and receivers K.J. Hill and
Binjimen Victor have taken it upon them-
selves to help the new guy get up to speed.

“He came from Georgia so he came
from a good program that’s used to win-
ning,” Mack said. “He’s been there, he
knows what it’s like. He just doesn’t know
our culture. So the biggest thing for us is
to help get him acclimated, get him used to

being in that huddle. Like, ‘Hey bro, speak
up, you’re good, take control.”

Fields symbolizes the new normal for
college football, with the transfer portal
providing a way out for impatient players
who don’t want to wait to play.

Tate Martell had been waiting his turn
behind Haskins but transferred to Miami
after Fields arrived. After spring practice,
quarterback Matthew Baldwin left for
TCU.

At Georgia, Fields was the target of a
racist comment from the stands. That may
have helped his argument for immediate
NCAA eligibility. Typically, a player has to
sit out a season.

He calls the move to Ohio State a “busi-
ness decision” that allows him to play for
Day, who helped develop Haskins into an
NFL draft pick.

The backup is expected to be Gunnar
Hoak, who played at Kentucky and also
came via the transfer portal as a graduate
student.

Fields says he’s ready to handle the spot-
light. He basked in it as a five-star recruit in
high school while taking part in the Netflix
documentary “QB1: Beyond the Lights.”

“You’ve just got to embrace it,” he said.
“All this hype and all that, you just got to
back it up, not let everything get to your
head.”

Buckeye Nation will be waiting. And not
so patiently.

Running back Moss helps fuel Utah’s drive

Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — After
posting back-to-back 1,000-
yard seasons, Zack Moss ap-
peared primed for a jump to
the NFL.

He turned more than a few
heads when he chose to return
to Utah for his senior season.

The decision felt like a sim-
ple one for Moss. He wanted
to be the first in his family to
graduate college. The S-foot-10
running back also believed he
had some unfinished business
on the field.

“The only thing I’'m worry-
ing about is going out and hav-
ing a successful season with
my team and trying to get this
Pac-12 championship down and
sealed for us,” Moss told report-
ers after the Utes opened their
fall camp.

Utah has graduated from
underdog to the preseason
pick to win the Pac-12 title.
Moss is helping to drive those
expectations.

The senior ran for 1,096
yards and 11 touchdowns last
season before missing Utah’s
final five games with a knee in-
jury. He averaged 6.1 yards per
carry and helped the Utes aver-
age 41 points per game during
a four-game October winning
streak that helped Utah earn
the school’s first Pac-12 South
title a month later. The Utes
lost to Washington in the Pac-
12 title game.

“He’s a great player and I
love having him next to me,”
quarterback Tyler Huntley
said. “I feel comfortable with
him next to me. It’s going to be
a great season.”

An evolving role appears to

be in the cards for Moss. New
offensive coordinator Andy
Ludwig has mixed in some
screen and checkdown passes
to the running backs. Ludwig
said his ideal number of car-
ries per game for Moss is 20 to
23 and he wants to find ways
to keep him fresh through the
course of a game and the sea-
son as a whole.

It could mean that Moss, who
has 38 career catches through
three seasons, could be a factor
as a receiver as well as a run-
ner this year.

“He’ll catch some balls,”
coach Kyle Whittingham said.
“Not only on screen passes, but
he’ll be involved in some routes
up the field.”

Moss has a rare opportunity
to become the first Utah run-
ning back to post three career

&

1,000-yard rushing seasons.
He ranks fourth in school his-
tory with 2,651 career yards
and needs just S69 yards to
overtake Eddie Johnson as the
career rushing yards leader.

Moss isn’t focused that far
ahead at the moment. His ener-
gies are devoted to rebuilding
his confidence and getting back
to the level he had reached be-
fore his injury in November.

“I’'m going to go out here and
work just like the other guys,”
Moss said. “Give my all. Just
make sure I'm ready for Game
1. 'm not going to hold any-
thing back.”

But even in the spotlight,
Moss said his team has not for-
gotten its underdog roots.

“This team, at the heart and
the core, still has an underdog
mentality and it’s very good for
us,” Moss said.
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Beasley enjoying camp with new team

Associated Press

PITTSFORD, N.Y. — Seven
seasons with the Cowboys left
Cole Beasley wondering what
the big deal was in Dallas.

The slot receiver is, so far,
finding things are much better
in Buffalo.

“It’s the most fun I've had
playing football in a long, long
time, man. Since high school,”
the 30-year-old said following
a recent practice at the Bills’
training camp site in suburban
Rochester, N.Y.

And the main reason for that
is it’s not Dallas, where Beasley
said he felt overlooked while
battling to keep his spot in the
pecking order on a team which
relied more on big-play receiv-
ers, such as Dez Bryant, and
workhorse running backs, such
as Ezekiel Elliott.

“Ireally feel like it’s a respect
thing,” he said. “I felt like in
Dallas, it was always an uphill
battle trying to fight to get them
to respect me.”

It made no difference wheth-
er he established himself as

one of the NFL’s most depend-
able third-down targets, or he
helped the Cowboys to a 13-3
record in 2016 with a team-
leading and career-best 833
yards receiving.

“I always wanted more there,
and they were just like, ‘We
don’t do that,’” Beasley added.
“That’s why I think maybe it’s
more fun now, and I can just
play free and don’t have to
worry. I’'m right where I want
to be.”

In Buffalo, the S-foot-8 un-
drafted player out of Southern
Methodist is being asked to play
a central role in what had been
a patchwork offense that under-
went a major overhaul in free
agency this offseason. Aside
from signing Beasley to a four-
year, $29 million contract, the
Bills also signed speedster John
Brown, tight end Tyler Kroft,
running back Frank Gore, and
retooled their offensive line by
signing six new players.

The objective was upgrading
a unit that finished 30th in the
NFL in yards gained and points
scored, and help spur quarter-

back Josh Allen’s development
entering his second season.

Beasley was also intrigued to
work with Bills offensive coor-
dinator Brian Daboll, who ap-
preciates the importance of the
slot receiver after having previ-
ously worked with Julian Edel-
man and Wes Welker in New
England.

“I can just see it in the routes
he’ll let me run. And if I mess
up, he’s like, ‘I know you’ll get
it. Don’t worry about it,” Bea-
sley said of Daboll. “He gives
me that time to develop. Only
a coach who really believes in
you is going to let you do that.”

There have been signs of Buf-
falo’s passing attack starting to
click with Beasley and Brown’s
presence.

On the third day of camp,
Allen torched the Bills defense
by making several long comple-
tions to Brown.

The next day, with top corner-
back Tre’Davious White shad-
owing Brown, Allen turned his
attention to Beasley, who made
numerous short catches over
the middle.

The two can also make it dif-
ficult for defenses in the red
zone because of their shifty
ability to break off the line and
find an opening.

“I feed off Cole and he feeds
off me,” said Brown, who noted
he’s learning more about play-
ing in the slot from Beasley.

The way the two complement
each other was enough for run-
ning back LeSean McCoy to
break his camp-long silence
with the media.

“The thing with them is pick
your poison,” McCoy told The
Associated Press, before com-
paring the two to his former
Eagles teammates DeSean
Jackson and Jeremy Maclin.

“It’s like my old Philly days
with having that elusive guy and
having that speed guy outside,”
he said. “I was telling Beasley,
joking with him, and said, ‘You
guys will really help out the run
game.””

Asked by how much, McCoy
winked and said: “Wooo! You’ll
see. You're going to see, baby.”

Second-year RB Chubb poised for breakout season

Associated Press

BEREA, Ohio — Nick Chubb
skipped the parties in college.
Not his style.

He was reserved and quiet
at Georgia, keeping to himself
or working out in the Bulldogs’
weight room. The soft-spoken
kid from historic Chubbtown
was courteous and driven off
the field, tough and powerful
on it.

Browns coach Freddie Kitch-
ens had friends who coached
Chubb and who say he hasn’t
changed.

‘“He’s the same guy as he was
when he showed up as a fresh-
man,” Kitchens said. “He is
just bigger, faster and stronger
now.”

And becoming one of the
NFL’s best backs.

After rushing for 996 yards
as a rookie, Chubb could be on
the verge of a breakout season

with the high-flying Browns,
whose offense won’t simply
consist of quarterback Baker
Mayfield dropping back and
rifling passes to either Odell
Beckham Jr. or Jarvis Landry.

Not with Chubb around.

“I will just go ahead and put
it bluntly to you,” Kitchens said.
“We will not be a pass-happy
team. We will do what we need
to do to win the game or attempt
to win the game. We are going
to run the football.”

Chubb will carry the load.

A second-round pick in 2018,
the 23-year-old Chubb started
slowly last season. He played
behind Carlos Hyde and was
given the ball just 16 times in
his first six games before get-
ting his first start in Week 7
and rushing for 80 yards on
18 tries against Tennessee.
But after coach Hue Jackson
was fired and Kitchens got
promoted from running backs

coach to offensive coordinator,
Chubb became the Browns’
workhorse.

Giddy-up.

Chubb posted three 100-yard
games in the final seven weeks
and became the first Browns
player since 1975 to score a
rushing TD in five straight
games. He ripped off a club-
record 92-yard scoring run in
a win over Atlanta, his gallop
made more famous by Browns
radio announcer Jim Donovan’s
“Chubba-Wubba-Hub” call.

Chubb, who overcame a se-
rious left knee injury at Geor-
gia, was in line to eclipse 1,000
yards and actually broke the
milestone in the season finale
at Baltimore only to be tackled
for a loss on his final attempt
and finish 4 yards short.

While some players would be
devastated by the near-miss,
Chubb took it in stride.

“Let me tell you something

&

about Nick Chubb, and it sums
it up for him,” Kitchens said.
“Not a word was mentioned
about it, not a word. I even apol-
ogized to him, but not a word
was mentioned about going
up and under 1,000 after he
had 1,000. That tells you what
Nick Chubb is, what he is here
for and how he approaches the
game, and what the game is
about for him.

“Itisabout winning. Itis about
winning a championship.”

Chubb enters this season as
Cleveland’s primary back, a
role he may wind up sharing
later in the year once Kareem
Hunt serves his eight-game
suspension.

The duo of Chubb and Hunt,
the league’s rushing champion
as a rookie in 2017 for Kan-
sas City, could be tops in the
league.

“I’'s going to be scary,”
Chubb said.
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Mets win for 12th time in 13 games

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Zack Wheel-
er expected to be pitching in a
playoff chase this month. As of
two weeks ago, that meant his
bags were packed — a recom-
mendation from Mets general
manager Brodie Van Wagenen
as the trade deadline neared,
rumors swirled and New York
trailed 12 teams in the NL
standings.

The right-hander was going
to land with whichever con-
tender wanted him most. Im-
probably, that turned out to be
the Mets.

Wheeler ground up Miami
over eight innings, Wilson
Ramos and Pete Alonso hom-
ered, and New York beat the
Marlins S-0 Tuesday night

for its 12th win in 13 games,
including five of six since the
deadline. The hard-charging
Mets improved to S8-56 a night
after surpassing the .500 mark
for the first time since early
May.

“We know how good we
can be and how good we are,”
Wheeler said. “We’re shooting
for it.”

New York has the best record
in baseball since the All-Star
break and entered the day 22
games behind Philadelphia for
an NL wild card despite look-
ing like a sure-fire seller in late
July — two weeks ago, the Mets
trailed every NL team except
the Marlins and Pirates.

Wheeler (9-6) remained in
Flushing to aid an unlikely
postseason hunt. After throw-

ing seven scoreless innings
against the White Sox a day
after the deadline, he cruised
through eight on 99 pitches
against the Marlins, allowing
eight hits and striking out five
with 13 groundball outs.

“That’s the goal every time
is to get groundballs and get
easier outs,” Wheeler said. “I
was able to get inside on them
tonight and work there.”

Mets manager Mickey Cal-
laway said the whole club got a
“huge jolt” when the deadline
passed and Wheeler was still
with New York.

“Hearing all the rumors
and stuff like that, it’s kind of,
you don’t necessarily take it
to heart because it’s not true
until it happens,” Alonso said.
“But the fact he wasn’t traded

is big.”

Todd Frazier had an RBI
double in the first inning and
Ramos added a three-run
homer in the third. Alonso
smoked a solo shot in the fifth,
his second connection in two
games after going nine without
one. Alonso has 36 homers for
the season.

Wheeler had two runners on
with one out in the sixth and
seventh innings but escaped
both jams. He ended the sixth
with consecutive strikeouts
and got out of the seventh
with another punchout and by
breaking pinch-hitter Harold
Ramirez’s bat on a soft lineout.

After Wheeler stranded an-
other runner in the eighth,
Robert Gsellman pitched the
ninth.

MLB roundup

Astros hit 4 HRs, make winner of Greinke in debut

Associated Press

HOUSTON — Zack Greinke
labored through six innings
but wound up with a win in his
Astros debut as Houston hit
four home runs Tuesday night
to beat the Colorado Rockies
11-6.

Playing in front of a season-
high crowd of 43,243, the AL
West leaders won their fifth
straight. Yuli Gurriel hit two
homers, Yordan Alvarez added
a two-run drive and Carlos
Correa homered and drove in
three runs.

Greinke (11-4), a six-time
All-Star who was traded from
Arizona on Wednesday, yielded
seven hits and five runs with
two walks and two strikeouts.
He left with the game tied at
S, tagged by Raimel Tapia’s
three-run homer in the sixth.

But Houston scored two runs
in the bottom of the inning,
highlighted by Correa’s home
run, to give Greinke his first
win since July S.

The AL West leaders got
Greinke for four prospects in
a startling trade just minutes

before the deadline to complete
deals. The 35-year-old righty
added another top-level starter
to an imposing rotation led by
All-Stars Justin Verlander and
Gerrit Cole.

Colorado starter German
Marquez gave up eight hits and
five runs in five innings.

Yankees 9, Orioles 4: Vis-
iting New York continued its
home run binge against Bal-
timore, hitting six more and
getting three RBIs from Austin
Romine in its 14th consecutive
win at Camden Yards.

White Sox 5-6, Tigers 3-10:
Miguel Cabrera had three hits
and scored twice to help host
Detroit win the second game
and split a doubleheader with
Chicago.

In the first game, Jose
Abreu homered and drove in
three runs and Dylan Cease
pitched five solid innings to lift
Chicago.

Royals 6, Red Sox 2: Jorge
Soler hit a pair of long two-run
homers over the Green Mon-
ster, Jakob Junis pitched six
effective innings and visiting

Kansas City snapped a seven-
game losing streak.

Brewers 4, Pirates 3: Yas-
mani Grandal had two dou-
bles and an RBI and visiting
Milwaukee, without a resting
Christian Yelich, beat Pitts-
burgh for its second straight
win.

Padres 9, Mariners 4: Di-
nelson Lamet (1-2) took a no-
hit bid into the seventh inning
for the only major league team
that’s never pitched one, lead-
ing visiting San Diego over
Seattle.

Athletics 11, Cubs 4: Lefty
Jon Lester (9-8) was tagged for
a career high-tying 11 runs in
only four innings, with Dustin
Garneau and Stephen Piscot-
ty hitting three-run homers
that led visiting Oakland over
Chicago.

Rays 7, Blue Jays 6 (10):
Kevin Kiermaier scored the
winning run on a wild pitch
with two outs in the bottom of
the 10th inning as host Tampa
Bay rallied from six runs back
to beat Toronto.

Reds 8, Angels 4: Tuck-

&

er Barnhart hit two of host
Cincinnati’s five home runs,
Aristides Aquino included one
among his three hits and came
up with a clutch catch, helping
complete a two-game sweep of
Los Angeles.

Braves 12, Twins 7: Ronald
AcunaJr. and Freddie Freeman
hit first-pitch homers off ace
Jose Berrios (10-6) and visiting
Atlanta routed Minnesota.

Nationals 5, Giants 3: Kurt
Suzuki hit a two-run homer and
RBI single during a three-hit
night, Trea Turner added a solo
drive to help back Anibal San-
chez (7-6), and visiting Wash-
ington beat San Francisco.

Diamondbacks 8, Phillies
4: Eduardo Escobar and Alex
Avila homered and drove in
three runs, and host Arizona
rallied to beat Philadelphia.

Dodgers 3, Cardinals 1:
Clayton Kershaw (11-2) struck
out nine in seven strong in-
nings, Justin Turner had two
hits and drove in the game-win-
ning run and host Los Angeles
beat St. Louis for its seventh
win in eight games.
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