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First hoys emerge from Thai cave

Associated Press

MAE SAI, Thailand — Res-
cuers in northern Thailand on
Sunday extracted four mem-
bers of a youth soccer team
from the cave where they had
been trapped for more than
two weeks, part of an ongoing
operation to rescue the 12 boys
and their coach. The head of
the operation said it was going
“better than expected.”

The operation to rescue the
boys, ages 11 to 16, and their
25-year-old coach by having
them dive out of the flooded
cave began Sunday morning,
with expert divers entering the
sprawling complex for the com-

plicated, dangerous mission.

Shortly before 8 p.m., Thai
navy SEALs, who are taking
part in the rescue operation,
reported on their official Face-
book page that four had been
rescued.

Chiang Rai acting Gov.
Narongsak Osatanakorn, who
is heading the operation, said
the four boys had been taken to
a hospital.

“The operation went much
better than expected,” Narong-
sak said at a news conference,
adding that the healthiest were
taken out first. He said the next
phase of the operation would
start in 10 to 20 hours.

The entire operation to res-
cue all 13 could last two to four
days, depending on weather
and water conditions, said
army Maj. Gen. Chalongchai
Chaiyakam.

Narongsak said earlier in
the day that 13 foreign and five
Thai divers were taking part in
the rescue and that two divers
would accompany each boy as
they’re extracted gradually.

The only way to bring the
boys and their coach out of the
cave is by navigating dark, tight
passageways filled with muddy
water and strong currents, as
well as oxygen-depleted air. A
former Thai navy SEAL passed

out and died making the dive
Friday.

Experienced cave rescue ex-
perts consider an underwater
escape a last resort, especially
with people untrained in div-
ing, as the boys are.

The path out is considered
especially complicated because
of twists and turns in narrow,
flooded passages.

But Narongsak said earlier
that mild weather and falling
water levels during the last
few days had created optimal
conditions for an underwater
evacuation that won’t last if it
rains again.

ISIS ‘capital’ in Afghanistan

By J.P. LAWRENCE
Stars and Stripes

U.S. and Afghan special op-
erations troops in one of their
largest joint operations cap-
tured a stronghold that Islamic
State fighters claimed as their
local capital, military officials
said Saturday.

No American or Afghan
troops were Kkilled in the of-
fensive, which the U.S. military
said killed 167 fighters from
ISIS — also known as Daesh
— and involved a complex,
multipronged attack on Gurgo-
ray, a town purported to be the
group’s capital in Deh Bala dis-
trict in Nangarhar province.

“This area, two months ago,
was controlled by Daesh,” Brig.
Gen. John W. Brennan Jr.,
commander of NATO forces
in eastern Afghanistan, said
at a special operations outpost
in Deh Bala. “We pushed them
into the mountains, so they can-
not harm the people here.”

The U.S. and Afghan of-
fensive involved five Special
Forces teams and three Afghan
commando companies. In total,
600 members of the U.S. Army
Special Forces, also known as
Green Berets, participated in
the mission, which began in
April and continued into June,
a U.S. military officer said.

Checkpoints manned by
Green Berets, Afghan com-
mandos and police now rise
high above the valleys of Deh
Bala, while American aircraft
continue to blast the Gurgo-
ray Valley to stifle movements
there by remnants of ISIS.

Nangarhar province is one of
the few places Americans con-
tinue to fight alongside Afghan
forces, and it also has been
the deadliest spot for U.S. ser-
vicemembers, with a third of
American combat deaths last
year occurring there.

A team of Green Berets and
Afghan commandos arrived in
Deh Bala and dug into a posi-

tion on a ridge overlooking the
Gurgoray Valley on April 28,
Thiel said.

This position, Observation
Post Krakken, was east of Gur-
goray and fired down into the
valley as other U.S. and Afghan
forces built up a larger base,
Camp Blackbeard, near the
Deh Bala district center.

“They put the capital under
fire for about 30 days as they
built up this space,” Thiel said
while at Camp Blackbeard.

Machine gun and mortar
fired rose up from Gurgoray
and the valley below OP Krak-
ken, and U.S. airstrikes pound-
ed the valley as ISIS fighters
dug in. Afghan soldiers fasted
during the day and ate only
at night during the offensive,
which overlapped with the Is-
lamic holy month of Ramadan,
Thiel said.

Then helicopters filled with
Green Berets and Afghan com-
mandos landed on ridgelines to
the northwest of Gurgoray on
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May 30 and built outposts over-
looking Gurgoray. That maneu-
ver placed ISIS fighters under
attack from both west and east,
Thiel said.

ISIS fighters had built their
defense to guard against an
attack from the east, through
the valley leading from OP
Krakken to Gurgoray, Thiel
said. Militants emerged from
their positions and attacked the
Green Berets and Afghan com-
mandos to their west. Heavy
airstrikes called in by Afghan
commandos Kkilled more than
100 ISIS fighters.

These Afghan commandos
to the west of Gurgoray pushed
on the capital. Meanwhile, two
companies of commandos and
Green Berets attacked from
the east and cleared the valley,
Thiel said.

The pincer  movement
trapped ISIS fighters and led to
the capture of the city by June
9, Thiel said.
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Pompeo upheat despite N. Korean taunts

By CAITLIN DOORNBOS
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO, Japan — Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo is
sticking with a positive assess-
ment of his talks in Pyongyang
despite North Korea calling
American denuclearization re-
quests “gangster-like.”

Pompeo initially described
discussions with senior com-
munist official Kim Yong Chol
in the North’s capital Friday
and Saturday as “productive.”

He stuck with the upbeat
assessment after arriving in
Tokyo for his first visit as Sec-
retary of State Sunday despite
complaints by the North that
the U.S. was not acting in the
spirit of the June 12 summit in
Singapore between President

Donald Trump and leader Kim
Jong Un.

“The U.S. side came up only
withits unilateral and gangster-
like demand for denucleariza-
tion,” a North Korean foreign
ministry spokesman said in a
statement to the official KCNA
news agency Saturday.

However, Pompeo told re-
porters in Tokyo that his talks
with Kim were “good faith,
productive conversation|[s].”

The “requests” asked of
North Korea were in line with
the “unanimous decision by
the [United Nations] Security
Council on what needs to be
achieved,” he said.

“If the requests were gang-
ster-like, then the whole world
is a gangster,” Pompeo said,

brushing off the North’s state-
ment as a “stray comment” to
the media.

North Korea “did not push
back” regarding the broad
nature of calls for denucle-
arization and reaffirmed a
commitment to destroy its mis-
sile-engine test site, he said.

“l am counting on Chair-
man Kim to be determined to
follow through on the commit-
ments,” said Pompeo, who has
held three rounds of talks in
Pyongyang.

Pompeo and Kim discussed
timelines for denuclearization
and further talks, he said.

The two sides also plan to
meet on Thursday to discuss
the North’s summit promise to
return remains of Americans

soldiers killed during the 1950-
53 Korean War.

South Korean Foreign Min-
ister Kang Kyung-wha told
reporters in Tokyo that Pom-
peo’s meeting was a “first

step” toward implementing
denuclearization of the Korean
Peninsula.

The South Korea-U.S. alli-
ance is “firm and strong,” she
said, adding that recent deci-
sions to suspend annual South
Korea-U.S. war games were
“taken jointly.”

Secretary of Defense Jim
Mattis has said that the drills
were halted to “create space
for our diplomats to negotiate
strongly and increase the pros-
pect for a peaceful solution on
the peninsula.”

US ships sail in
Taiwan Strait

Stars and Stripes

A pair of U.S. warships sailed
through the Taiwan Strait over
the weekend, according to
Taiwan’s Ministry of National
Defense.

The ministry, in a statement
Saturday, identified the ships
entering the 110-mile strait
between mainland China and
Taiwan as the Yokosuka, Japan-
based destroyers USS Mustin
and USS Benfold.

“Two U.S. Navy ships con-
ducted aroutine transit through
the international waters of the
Taiwan Strait on July 7-8,”
U.S. Pacific Fleet spokesman
Capt. Charlie Brown told USNI
News Saturday. “U.S. Navy
ships transit between the South
China Sea and East China Sea
via the Taiwan Strait and have
done so for many years.”

The transit, which comes as
the U.S. and China spar over
trade and access to internation-
al waters, is the first since an-
other American destroyer, the
USS John S. McCain, entered
the strait last July.

Sailors prep for RIMPAC sea drills

By WyATT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR-HICKAM — French
Navy Lt. Gaetan Lamour faces
plenty of challenges as the sole
doctor aboard a French frigate
— but coping with isolation at
sea isn’t something he learned
about in medical school.

“You can feel really alone
because the Pacific Ocean is
so vast,” said Lamour, a crew-
member on the Prairial, one of
the 41 vessels visiting Hawaii
for the biennial Rim of the Pa-
cific exercise.

“You really feel on your own
during all those weeks,” he
said. “Finally, when you ar-
rive at RIMPAC you see all the
ships, the sailors, all the medi-
cal providers, and it really feels
great. Like a family, we do the
same jobs.”

As RIMPAC winds up its
first week, many of the 25,000
personnel who have gathered
in Hawaii and Southern Cali-
fornia spent an initial “ashore”
phase getting to know their
international counterparts as
much as they did sharing in-

formation, or training for up-
coming amphibious and at-sea
drills.

“I think for all of RIMPAC,
there is a social and networking
aspect to the exercise — and
that’s not by accident,” said Lt.
Cmdr. Johnathan MacDonald
with the Royal Canadian Navy,
who is serving as a medical
planner for the exercise. “It re-
ally allows us during the first
week, when we get on ground,
to meet one another — the part-
ners we will be working with.”

MacDonald coordinated ex-
changes of medical personnel
between three ships July 2 and
July 3, including aboard Aus-
tralia’s HMAS Adelaide, where
they demonstrated the chal-
lenges of moving an injured pa-
tient through the ship’s narrow
passages, ladders and stairs.

“It’s potentially small chal-
lenges that can grow into bigger
ones when a patient is injured on
one end of the ship and needs to
be moved to the surgical area,”
he explained.

The French Navy’s Lamour
was one of 12 medical special-
ists to present topics at a two-
day symposium ending Friday

— which included presenters
from the Philippines, New Zea-
land, Australia, Chile, Japan,
United States, Singapore, South
Korea, India, Canada and the
United Kingdom.

During RIMPAC’s ashore
phase, ship crews also receive
training on sighting and pro-
tecting marine mammals.

Meanwhile, troops at Marine
Corps Base Hawaii spent the
week training with counter-
parts from partner nations such
as Australia, Chile, the Philip-
pines and Japan. The training
included small-unit insertions
via parachute and rubber raft,
urban-clearing operations, and
small-arms live fire.

Another opportunity for in-
teraction in the opening days
of the exercise came during the
inaugural Innovation Fair.

During the fair, exhibitors
representing 22  countries
shared cutting-edge concepts
and emerging technologies, fo-
cusing on innovations in sonar,
power and fuel, underwater
drones, and virtual reality.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The Internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling (202) 761-0865 or by sending an email to:
SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at: stripes.com.
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Corps: Don’t use dating app in

By JAMES BOLINGER
Stars and Stripes

The Marine Corps has re-
minded recruiters not to use
online matchmaking services
to entice youngsters to join up
after evidence that someone
has been promoting military
service on the popular Bumble
dating app.

A screenshot posted on Red-
dit on Monday appears to show
a conversation on Bumble
between a young man and a

woman who tells him:

“Hey! My name is Kaitlin
Robertson and I am with the
Marine Corps. I would love to
have one of my recruiters sit
down and talk with you about
your options within the Marine
Corps including education,
financial stability, hundreds
of job opportunities, and free
health/dental insurance, just
to name a few. I would love to
make you part of our Marine
Corps family!!”

The young man’s quick re-

sponse, “You’re not even going
to bribe me with crayons?”
shows he might well be mili-
tary material but, according to
officials, using dating apps to
recruit Marines is against the
rules.

“We don’t condone use of
dating apps for business pur-
poses and no, that Bumble post
was not written by a recruiter,”
Marine Corps Recruiting Com-
mand spokesman Gunnery Sgt.
Justin Kronenberg said in an
email Thursday.

recruiting

The Marines have searched
their personnel records and
can’t find any Marine named
Kaitlin Robertson, Kronenberg
told the Washington Times
newspaper for a July 3 article.

“Command-wide guidance
was reemphasized to ensure
recruiters are up to date with
online conduct expectations,”
he said in the article, empha-
sizing that recruiters are not to
form short- or long-term rela-
tionships with dating apps.

Jurney takes reins of 3rd Marine Division

BYy MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa
— Brig. Gen. William Jurney
took command of the 3rd Ma-
rine Division during a ceremo-
ny Friday at Camp Courtney,
Okinawa.

The former enlisted
infantryman-turned-officer
with combat experience and a
Bronze Star arrives at Ameri-
ca’s only forward-deployed Ma-
rine division — affectionately
referred to as “Caltrap Nation”
— after a stint leading Marine
Corps Recruit Depot San Diego

and the Western Recruiting
Region.

He replaces Maj. Gen. Craig
Timberlake, who is retiring
after 41 years in uniform.

“I am new to the team and
I am new to the Okinawa, but
I am no stranger to the Divi-
sion mission,” Jurney said,
according to a Marine Corps
statement.

Jurney will oversee an
aviation-supported division
— split between Hawaii and
Okinawa — tasked, primarily,
with amphibious assault. His
forces include rotational units

forward deployed through the
Unit Deployment Program.

A college graduate, Jurney
enlisted in 1987 as an infantry-
man and became an officer a
year later under the Enlisted
Commissioning Program.

He deployed in support of
operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm, conducted peace-
keeping operations in Kosovo,
and deployed in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. He also
served as executive officer of
the International Security As-
sistance Force in Afghanistan
in 2013.

Timberlake, a Kentucky na-
tive and combat veteran, de-
parts Okinawa after about a
year and a half on the job. He
took over for Maj. Gen. Richard
Simcock II in January 2017 at a
time of heightened geopolitical
tension in the region.

“It is the Marines, sailors,
soldiers and family members of
3rd Marine Division that make
it great,” Timberlake said,
according to the statement.
“There is no prouder moment
within my 41 years of service
than when I joined Caltrap
Nation.”

US Marine charged in assaults at Australian base

BYy MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa
— A U.S. Marine on exercise in
eastern Australia was arrested
Tuesday and charged with mul-
tiple assaults after an incident
at an Australian army base.

The 20-year-old, whose name
hasn’t been released, is accused
of dragging a 60-year-old fe-
male Australian Defence Force
employee out of her car as she
sat in the Gallipoli Barracks’
parking lot and physically as-
saulting her at about 3:1S p.m.,

the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation reported.

The Marine also is accused
of a subsequent assault on an
off-duty Queensland Police of-
ficer who attempted to inter-
vene with military police.

The woman suffered “seri-
ous” but non-life-threatening
injuries and was taken to a local
hospital, Brisbane’s The Cou-
rier-Mail newspaper and the
broadcaster reported. She was
treated and later was released.

Police told the newspaper
that the Marine and the woman

did not know each other and it
is unknown what sparked the
attack.

Australia’s Defence Depart-
ment is providing support to
the woman.

The Marine — who is with
Marine Rotational Force-Dar-
win — was charged with the se-
rious assault of a person older
than 60, assaulting a police of-
ficer and willfully damaging
the woman’s car, the outlets
reported. He is due in Brisbane
Magistrates Court on July 18.

MRF-Darwin officials ac-

&

knowledged the arrest Friday
but said it was “inappropriate”
to provide further details due
to the ongoing judicial process.

“The Marine Corps takes
this incident very seriously
and is working closely with
local officials,” MRF-Darwin
spokesman 1st Lt. Jose Uriarte
wrote in an email to Stars and
Stripes.

The Gallipoli Barracks are
located in Enoggera, which is
in northwestern Brisbane.
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Flooding’s toll climbs in Japan

Associated Press

HIROSHIMA, Japan —
Searches continued Sunday
night for victims of heavy rain-
fall that hammered southern
Japan for the third straight
day, as the government put the
death toll at 48, with 28 others
presumed dead.

Japanese government
spokesman Yoshihide Suga said
the whereabouts of 92 other
people were unknown, mostly
in the southern area of Hiro-
shima prefecture. More than
100 reports of possible casual-
ties had been received, includ-
ing some involving cars being
swept away, he said. Some 40
helicopters were out on rescue
missions.

“Rescue efforts are a battle
with time,” Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe told reporters.
“The rescue teams are doing
their utmost.”

The Japan Meteorological
Agency said three hours of
rainfall in one area in Kochi
prefecture reached an accu-
mulated 10.4 inches, the high-
est since such records started

in 1976.

The assessment of casualties
has been difficult because of
the widespread area affected
by the rainfall, flooding and
landslides. Authorities warned
that landslides could strike
even after rain subsides as the
calamity shaped up to be poten-
tially the worst in decades.

In Hiroshima prefecture,
water streamed through a resi-
dential area, strewn with fallen
telephone poles, uprooted trees
and mud. Some homes were
smashed.

A woman who was reported
as missing after getting trapped
in her car was found but was
pronounced dead, Kyodo news
service reported.

In another area in Hiro-
shima, 12 people went miss-
ing when a residential area got
sucked into a landslide, and one
body was later found.

Kochi prefecture, on Shi-
koku, issued landslide warnings
almost over the entire island.
Public broadcaster NHK TV
showed overturned cars on
roads covered with mud.

A convenience store worker,

who had fled to a nearby roof-
top, said water had reached as
high as his head.

The Japanese government
set up an emergency office, de-
signed for crises such as major
earthquakes. Military paddle
boats were also being used to
take people to dry land.

Okayama prefecture saidin a
statement that four people had
died, eight others were missing
and 11 were injured, at least
one of them seriously. Seven
homes were destroyed, dozens
more were damaged, while
more than 570 were flooded.

Kyodo reported several
deaths in a landslide in Hiro-
shima and more bodies were
retrieved from collapsed hous-
ing in the ancient capital of
Kyoto, both areas where the
rainfall was heavy in the past
few days.

Throughout the hard-hit
areas,riversswelled and parked
cars sat in pools of water. Japan
has sent troops, firefighters,
police and other disaster relief.
People have also taken to social
media to plead for help.

Trump set to announce justice pick

Associated Press

BERKELEY HEIGHTS, N.J.
— President Donald Trump
was closing in on his choice to
replace retiring Supreme Court
Justice Anthony Kennedy on
Saturday, making final delib-
erations from the privacy of his
New Jersey golf club.

Clearly relishing the mount-
ing suspense, Trump tweeted
early in the morning: “Big de-
cision will soon be made on our
next Justice of the Supreme
Court!”

The president, who is plan-
ning a Monday night announce-
ment from the East Room in
the White House, has told re-
porters that he was focused on
four people and “of the four
people, I have it down to three
or two.” He had dinner Friday
night with Vice President Mike
Pence, who also has been meet-
ing with some of the finalists.

The president’s top contend-
ers include federal appeals
court judges Brett Kavanaugh
and Raymond Kethledge, with
judges Thomas Hardiman and
Amy Coney Barrett also consid-
ered in the mix. As part of the
rollout process, the White House
has been preparing information
packages on all four, said two
people familiar with the pro-
cess who were not authorized
to speak publicly and spoke on
condition of anonymity.

Starting from a list of 25
names vetted by conservative
groups, Trump also has given
serious consideration to fed-
eral appeals court judges Amul
Thapar and Joan Larsen.

The president enjoyed the
suspenseful process leading up
to his announcement last year
that he was nominating Neil
Gorsuch for the high court and
is hoping to keep the guessing

game going until he announces
his pick Monday in prime time.

The president and White
House officials involved in the
process have fielded calls and
messages and have been on the
receiving end of public pleas
and op-eds for or against spe-
cific candidates ever since Ken-
nedy announced on June 27 that
he would retire this summer.

As Trump’s list tightened,
there was some internal con-
cern that the president’s options
could be narrowed by the pub-
lic outcry — particularly what
had appeared to be mounting
conservative reservations about
Kavanaugh. But in recent days
the White House has seen the
pressure ebb, as Kavanaugh'’s
defenders — most recently Al-
berto Gonzales, who served as
attorney general under Presi-
dent George W. Bush — have
provided balance.

&

Crews try
to contain
wildfires

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Firefight-
ers have been able to build
containment around several
destructive wildfires burning
in California.

Officials said Sunday that
the 48-square-mile blaze on
the California-Oregon border
known as the Klamathon fire
is now 25 percent contained.
It’s one of many fires burn-
ing around the drought-ridden
states in the U.S. West.

The fire Kkilled one woman
in her home and destroyed 72
structures, including homes.

Crews have built at least 80
percent containment on a wild-
fire that destroyed 20 homes in
Santa Barbara County and a
central San Diego County fire
that burned 18 structures.

In heat-stricken Southern
California, powerful winds that
sent an overnight inferno hop-
scotching through the Santa
Barbara County community
of Goleta vanished Saturday
morning, allowing firefighters
to extinguish smoldering ruins
of an estimated 20 structures,
including homes.

Fires also burned on the Ma-
rine Corps’ sprawling Camp
Pendleton base in northern San
Diego County.

Among new fires Saturday, a
blaze erupted on a steep moun-
tain slope just above the Los
Angeles suburb of Burbank
and helicopters pounded it with
water to try to keep it from get-
ting out of hand.

Southern California fires
began erupting Friday as
strong high pressure over the
West spawned an epic heat
wave that saw parts of Los An-
geles broil in temperatures up
to 117 degrees Fahrenbheit.

In Utah, meanwhile, authori-
ties allowed the return of some
residents who fled a wildfire
near a fishing lake 80 miles
southeast of Salt Lake City.

In Colorado, firefighters
took advantage of occasional
rainstorms to extend their con-
tainment lines at several large
wildfires.
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Relocated hear travels
70 miles in 7 days
HANOVER — A bear

N that was relocated
to northern New Hampshire a
week ago after she and her cubs
were raiding trash bins and
bird feeders near Dartmouth
College in Hanover is on the
move, traveling nearly 70 miles
in seven days as she likely tries
to find her way back home and
to her cubs.

The bear was captured June
29 and hauled north to Coos
County, near the Canadian bor-
der, where she was released
with a tracking collar. Her four
cubs were taken to a center that
rehabilitates orphaned cubs.

Town works to protect
its covered bridge

THETFORD — A

small Vermont town
is working to protect one of its
most prized possessions, a 19th
Century covered bridge, from
the hazards of modern traffic.

In Thetford, the 1839 Sayre’s
Covered Bridge over the Om-
pompanoosuc River has been
regularly damaged by vehicles
that cross it. Officials said
many wooden covered bridges
that carry modern traffic are
often damaged by oversized
and overweight vehicles and
inattentive drivers.

In Thetford, the damage to
the Sayre’s Bridge has been
mostly cosmetic. Two years
ago, another Vermont covered
bridge was destroyed by fire.

Cop fires at dog with
shotgun, hits owner
CINCINNATI — Cin-

0 cinnati police say an
officer forced to shoot at an
aggressive dog wounded the
animal’s owner.

The Cincinnati Enquirer re-

ported the woman was taken to
a hospital for treatment after
the shooting around 9 p.m.
Friday.

Cincinnati police Lt. Steve
Saunders said the officer fired
one round with a shotgun as
the dog advanced aggressively
and a pellet struck the woman,
who was trying to contain the
animal, in the leg. The dog had
earlier bitten a man.

The Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals has
taken custody of the dog.

Hundreds to join
venerable loon count
M FALMOUTH —
Maine bird lovers
who have counted one of the
state’s most beloved birds for
three-and-a-half decades are
getting ready to do it again.

The Maine Loon Count is
taking place on July 21. It’s the
35th anniversary of the count,
which seeks to quantify the
number of mature and young
loons in the southern part of
the state.

Maine Audubon promotes
the annual count. The group
said more than 1,400 volun-
teers are going to participate
this year, and more than S0 of
them have counted loons for 25
Or more years.

Last year’s loon count found
2,817 adult loons and 453
chicks.

New markers tout
‘Shoeless Wonders’
RICHMOND — Ten

v new historical markers
were approved for placement
along Virginia roads, includ-
ing one that tells the story of
a Lynchburg-based football
team known as the “Shoeless
Wonders.”

The team of the Presbyterian
Orphans’ Home played its first

games in 1922. The players re-
ceived minimal coaching, wore
second-hand uniforms and
competed without shoes except
for a boot used during kickoffs.
The team was undefeated for at
least six straight seasons.

Another marker tells the
story of a World War II Ger-
man prisoner of war camp in
Virginia Beach.

Cops: Suspect took
meth to K-9 car
S GOOSE CREEK —
Police said a man who
brought drugs with him when
he opened a car door and found
himself facing a drug enforce-
ment squad simply uttered an
expletive and added, “What’s
up, guys?”

Then he got arrested.

Citing a statement from the
Berkeley County, S.C., Sheriff’s
Office, WCSC-TV reported the
team was investigating a drug
complaint Thursday night and
pulled up in an unmarked K-9-
equipped car to encourage the
suspected drug dealer to leave
the area. The sheriff’s office
said the suspect wasn’t discour-
aged by the dog’s excited yelps.

The statement said Eric Hall,
40, dropped baggies contain-
ing suspected meth and kicked
them under the police vehicle
when he realized who was in-
side. But he was arrested, along

with his passenger, Paul How-
ard, 40.

Girl, 9, saves bahy
nephew from drowning
M SEMINARY — A 9-
year-old Mississippi
girl saved her toddler nephew

from drowning in a creek.
Sandy Caswell told WJTV
that she was standing on the
edge of Terrible Creek in Col-

lins when she thought she saw
a bucket floating in the water
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Sunday. She soon realized it was
her nephew, Dwight Caswell.
Sandy said she doesn’t know
how to swim very well herself,
but she jumped in after him and
pushed him toward his dad.

Man arrested in
cemetery vase case

I MUSCATINE — Police

arrested a 44-year-old
Muscatine man on suspicion of
stealing dozens of brass vases
that marked graves at a local
cemetery.

The Muscatine Journal said
Thomas Edgar Thornburg was
arrested Thursday night on
suspicion of theft.

A police report filed last
month said 15-20 vases had
been taken from Muscatine
Memorial Park.

Cemetery officials later said
up to SO of the urns may be
missing.

Cemetery manger Cindy
Allen has said each vase can
cost up to $650 to replace.

Opting out of getting
newspaper circulars

METAIRIE — A New

Orleans-area commu-
nity now has a “Do Not Toss”
ordinance that will let residents
put themselves on a list to avoid
having newspaper circulars
and similar materials thrown
on their lawns.

A news release from the
government of Jefferson Par-
ish said parish officials have
for years received complaints
about possible problems with
the printed materials. Concerns
include papers piling up on the
lawns of vacationing residents
or the possibility of them clog-
ging storm drains.

From wire reports

Reporting
World, National

and Military News
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Cormier KOs Miocic for heavyweight title

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Daniel Cormier knocked
out the UFC heavyweight champion, argued
with a professional wrestler and left the
octagon dancing with glee and perfect bal-
ance, thanks to one championship belt on
each arm.

There will never be another Saturday
night like it for the 39-year-old former ama-
teur wrestler who stands on the pinnacle of
the UFC.

Make that two pinnacles.

Cormier added the heavyweight champi-
onship to his light heavyweight title when
he stopped Stipe Miocic in dramatic fashion
during the first round of their superfight at
UFC 226.

Late in a lively opening round, Cormier
(21-1, 1 no-contest) abruptly flattened the
UFC’s long-reigning heavyweight kingpin
with a right elbow out of a clinch. He finished
Miocic (18-3) on the ground with 27 seconds
left in the round, landing several shots to the
defenseless champion’s head.

Cormier became the second fighter in
UFC history to hold two championship belts
simultaneously. Conor McGregor was the
UFC’s featherweight champ in 2016 when
he took the lightweight title from Eddie
Alvarez.

“I was a heavyweight for a long time, and
I left the division,” Cormier said. “I never
knew what I could become, but tonight I got
the answer. I'm a two-division champion,
baby!”

Cormier, a former Strikeforce heavy-
weight champion who moved down in weight
to avoid fighting a good friend, has never lost
to anyone except Jon Jones, the star-crossed
former light heavyweight champion who

beat him twice. The second victory last sum-
mer was changed to a no-contest when Jones
failed a doping test, and he remains out of
the sport.

Cormier is on top of it with less than a year
to go until reaching his self-imposed retire-
ment age of 40.

“I'm 39 years old, and I’ve been second
many times,” Cormier said. “But today, I
have accomplished everything I ever want-
ed. From crying in this octagon almost a
year ago, to leaving as the heavyweight
champion.”

Cormier’s move up to challenge Miocic
was only the third superfight in UFC history
between reigning champions of two weight
classes. Welterweight champ Georges St.
Pierre defended his belt in 2009 by batter-
ing lightweight champ BJ Penn, and Mc-
Gregor accomplished his feat less than two
years ago in his most recent MMA fight.

UFC President Dana White said the result
confirms Cormier is “one of the best of all
time. ... It finally gives him the respect that
he deserves. It couldn’t happen to a better
guy. I said to him, ‘If you’re the champion for
the rest of my career, I’ll be a happy man.””

After beating Miocic, Cormier engaged
in a bit of clearly planned theatrics with
Brock Lesnar, the professional wrestler
and former UFC heavyweight champion.
Cormier called Lesnar into the cage, and
Lesnar shoved Cormier in the chest while
the fighters traded insults to hype a poten-
tial future bout.

“Push me now, (and) you’re going to sleep
later,” Cormier yelled at Lesnar. “Your days
are in the past. In the stone age.”

Lesnar, likely the biggest pay-per-view
draw in UFC history, is widely expected to
return to MMA early next year. White con-

firmed he’ll book Cormier against Lesnar
as soon as Lesnar has completed the requi-
site drug testing, but Cormier said he would
like to defend his 20S-pound title later this
year before fighting Lesnar.

Earlier at UFC 226, heavyweight Derrick
Lewis earned a lifeless decision over for-
merly fearsome prospect Francis Ngannou
in the co-main event at the UFC’s biggest
show of the summer. Welterweight Mike
Perry also earned a copiously bloody split-
decision victory over Paul Felder.

Lewis (20-S) earned an easy decision
victory practically by default when Ngan-
nou (11-3) seemed uninterested in engag-
ing amid heavy boos. Ngannou, who landed
a paltry 11 strikes over three rounds, was
thought to be the UFC’s next heavyweight
force before Miocic dominated him in
January.

The sometimes outrageous Perry (12-3)
ended a two-fight skid with a disciplined,
punishing performance against Felder (15-
4), who hung in despite seriously injuring
his right forearm and getting a frighten-
ing cut near his left eye. Both fighters were
covered in Felder’s blood by the final bell.

Former lightweight champion Anthony
Pettis also submitted Michael Chiesa in the
second round with a triangle armbar from
a bottom position. Pettis (21-7) won for just
the third time in eight fights since 2014.

Earlier, unbeaten Brazilian middleweight
Paulo Costa stopped Uriah Hall in the sec-
ond round of a jaw-dropping slugfest be-
tween two of the sport’s hardest punchers.

Light heavyweight Khalil Rountree
kicked off the PPV card with a surpris-
ing first-round stoppage of Gokhan Saki, a
heralded Dutch kickboxer in his third pro
MMA fight.

Croatia ends Russia’s World Cup run in PK shootout

Associated Press Even

Russian

President

the semifinals on Wednesday

injured Danijel Subasic stop-

SOCHI, Russia — Nyet this
time.

Although Russia made it fur-
ther at this year’s World Cup
than most anyone expected, it
was Croatia that advanced to
the semifinals with a 4-3 shoot-
out victory Saturday following
a 2-2 draw.

The overachieving hosts,
the lowest ranked team in the
tournament at No. 70, were try-
ing to make it to the World Cup
semifinals for the first time
since the Soviet Union finished
fourth at the 1966 tournament
in England.

Vladimir Putin was taken in
by the host nation’s surprising
run, at least according to Russia
coach Stanislav Cherchesov.
“Putin called me during the
day, and he called me right
now,” Cherchesov said. “He
congratulated us on a very good
game. He said what we showed
on the field was great. I told
him we were disappointed. He
said we should have our eyes
open and make the next steps.”
The Croats hadn’t advanced
to the semifinals at the World
Cup since 1998, when the coun-
try made its first appearance.
Croatia will play England in

in Moscow.

With the crowd silenced fol-
lowing an extra-time header
from Croatia defender Domagoj
Vida in the 101st minute, Rus-
sia defender Mario Fernandes
scored with his own header in
the 115th to send the match to
yet another penalty shootout.

Fernandes, who was born in
Brazil but rejected a chance
to play for that country’s na-
tional team in 2011, sent his
penalty kick wide of the net in
the shootout, giving Croatia the
advantage.

Both goalkeepers made early
saves in the shootout, with an

&

ping the opening shot from
Fyodor Smolov. Igor Akinfeev
later blocked an attempt from
Mateo Kovacic.

At 1-1, Fernandes missed his
shot — only the second player
to miss in any of the four shoot-
outs at this year’s World Cup.

The teams then traded two
scores each before Ivan Rakitic
calmly converted the winner.

It was the second straight
time both teams played in a
penalty shootout. Russia beat
Spain 4-3 and Croatia defeated
Denmark 3-2 in the round of
16.
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Briefly

Booker signs hig 5-year deal with Suns

Associated Press

PHOENIX — Devin Booker, the high-
scoring guard at the heart of Phoenix’s re-
building plans, has signed a five-year, $158
million maximum contract with the Suns.

Booker, 21, tweeted a photo of himself
smiling as he signed the contract Saturday
night, moments before the Suns announced
the deal, which makes him the highest-paid
player in the franchise’s history.

The 13th overall pick in the 2015 draft
out of Kentucky, Booker has averaged 19.8
points per game in his three NBA seasons.
He averaged 24.9 points last season, shoot-
ing 38 percent from three-point range. He
won the NBA three-point contest at All-
Star weekend in February.

Booker set a franchise record by scoring
70 points in a game at Boston on March 24,
2017, just the sixth player in NBA history to
score that many.

“I am humbled & honored to commit to
the Suns organization long term,” he wrote.
“I'loved calling Phoenix home the last 3 sea-
sons as this team & community are special
to me. Thank you to the Suns for drafting
me and believing in me. I look forward to
the future & pursuing a title as a Sun.”

The announced signing came five days
after Booker and his agent met with Suns

owner Robert Sarver, general manager
Ryan McDonough and vice president of
basketball operations James Jones in Los
Angeles to discuss the contract.

The contract takes effect in the 2019-20
season.

Booker topped 4,000 career points last
March 2, becoming the third-youngest
player to reach that milestone. Only LeBron
James and Kevin Durant were younger.

But while Booker has amassed big indi-
vidual statistics, there has been little team
success. The Suns have missed the playoffs
the last eight seasons and had the worst re-
cord in the NBA last season at 21-61.

In other NBA news:

B Timofey Mozgov has been traded for
the second time this summer, dealt from
Charlotte to Orlando in a three-team deal
that also included Chicago.

The Magic sent Bismack Biyombo and
two future second-round picks to Char-
lotte, which traded Mozgov to Orlando. The
Magic also got guard Jerian Grant from
the Bulls in the deal.

Sagan wins Tour stage

LA ROCHE-SUR-YON, France — World
champion Peter Sagan won a sprint finish

to claim the second stage of the Tour de
France and the race’s overall lead on Sun-
day, while Chris Froome had a calmer ride
after his tumble in the first leg.

Sagan won the mostly flat 113.4-mile leg
from Mouilleron-Saint-Germain to the de-
partment capital of La Roche-sur-Yon in
just over four hours. The Slovakian rider
for Bora-Hansgrohe edged Sonny Colbrelli
at the finish line after a short uphill push.

Froome, who fell into a ditch near the
end of Saturday’s opening stage, arrived
safely with most of the peloton, 1:07 behind
Sagan’s leading time.

Kim ties LPGA 54-hole record

ONEIDA, Wis. — Sei Young Kim shot an
8-under-par 64 in the third round of Thorn-
berry Creek LPGA Classic on Saturday to
tie the 54-hole record of 24 under and take
a commanding eight-stroke lead.

Kim, who had a 63 on Thursday and a 65
on Friday, got rolling with an eagle on No.
3 and added six birdies. A birdie on No. 16
tied Annika Sorenstam’s 24 under at the
Mizuno Classic in Japan in 2003. After Kim
missed a long birdie putt on the par-3 17th,
she hit her tee shot on the 390-yard 18th into
the left rough.

Jones gets 1st win in chaotic Daytona race

Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla.
— Erik Jones survived several
gnarly wrecks, defending Cup
Series champion Martin Truex
Jr. on his bumper late and the
pressure of overtime at NAS-
CAR’s most famous track.

Maybe these  so-called
“Young Guns” do know how to
find victory lane.

Jones won a crash-filled
race at Daytona International
Speedway, passing Truex on
the final lap and then wildly
celebrating the first victory
of his Cup career. Jones cre-
ated so much smoke during
his burnout that he had trouble
breathing afterward.

“How about that race boys
and girls?” said Jones, who re-
placed 2004 series champion
Matt Kenseth at Joe Gibbs
Racing this year. “I thought we

were out of it and all of a sudden their best to win. came in his S7th career start.
we’re right back in it. My first Jones delivered the parting Last year’s race winner,
Cup win. My first win at Day- shot on the track. Ricky Stenhouse Jr., had the

tona, My first superspeedway
win. What an awesome day.”

It was huge for Jones, who
clinched a spot in the playoffs.
It may have been just as big for
the up-and-coming generation
of drivers who had gotten most
of the promotion and none of
the previous wins in 2018.

International Speedway
Corp. President John Saunders
pinned some of NASCAR’s woes
on the failure of the new crop of
drivers, who have struggled to
replace the sport’s retired crop
of stars.

Saunders said this week the
sport needed the young guys to
come along and “start to win
and build their brands.” Ryan
Blaney and Darrell Wallace Jr.
fired back at Saunders, saying
the 20-somethings were trying

Truex took a jab at the crit-
ics, saying “now maybe ISC
and those guys can be happier
about those things.”

Jones was involved in one of
the many wrecks, but his No. 20
Toyota was still in good enough
shape to get by Truex late.
Truex blamed himself for fail-
ing to see Jones’ run coming in
his rear-view mirror.

Truex finished second, fol-
lowed by AJ Allmendinger,
Kasey Kahne and Chris Bue-
scher — another odd top 10 at
Daytona. Ty Dillon was sixth,
followed by Matt DiBenedetto,
Ryan Newman and Daytona
500 champion Austin Dillon.

For Jones, a 22-year-old
Michigan native driving in his
first season for Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing, the breakthrough victory

&

most memorable run of the
night. He started two early ac-
cidents that wrecked more than
half the field and was part of
two more cautions late.
Stenhouse took out Kurt
Busch, Kyle Busch, Brad Ke-

selowski and others. Jones
was one of the lucky ones who
avoided major damage.

“Ijust think it’s cool for Erik,”
said Truex, who had Jones as a
teammate at Furniture Row
Racing last year. “He’s a good
kid. He’s worked hard. I don’t
know the repercussions of him
winning here, what they’re
going to be. But I think for me,
it’s a good story. So happy for
him, happy for his family and
his fans.”
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Arizona scores 20 runs in win over Padres

Associated Press

PHOENIX — Five home
runs, 18 hits, 20 runs.

The Arizona Diamondbacks
have never had a better offen-
sive night than they did Sat-
urday against the San Diego
Padres.

David Peralta drove in three
runs and matched his career
best with five hits and the Dia-
mondbacks set a single-game
franchise scoring record with a
20-S rout of the Padres.

“It wasn’t just a good night
for me,” Peralta said. “It was a
good night for everybody.”

Wil Myers became the third
Padres player to homer three
times in a game, but San Diego
was blown out in its 16th loss in
21 games.

“This day was painful, there
is no doubt about it,” Padres

manager Andy Green said.
“This day was painful for fans,
painful for players, for us. But
you have to look at it like tomor-
row you have a chance to split
the series against a first-place
club. Itis one loss. It is a painful
one. We will remember it, but
we will also move on.”

Paul Goldschmidt, Steven
Souza Jr., Alex Avila, Nick
Ahmed and Ketel Marte hom-
ered for the Diamondbacks in
breaking the team scoring re-
cord set in an 18-7 victory over
the Los Angeles Dodgers on

May 17, 2014.

Goldschmidt, Ahmed and
Avila also each had three
RBIs.

“I don’t even know where to
start, to tell you the truth,” Ari-
zona manager Torey Lovullo
said. “You set a franchise re-
cord for runs scored in a game,

you know that you’ve done
something pretty special.”

The romp kept the Diamond-
backs a game ahead of the sec-
ond-place Dodgers in the NL
West.

Arizona jumped on Tyson
Ross for eight runs in the first
two innings and was up 15-4
after four, scoring at least three
runs in four consecutive in-
nings for the first time in fran-
chise history.

Ross (5-7) lasted just two in-
nings, giving up eight runs and
seven hits.

“Days like today happen,” he
said. “It was a rough one for me
out there.”

Ross has allowed 15 runs in
seven innings in his last two
outings.

Goldschmidt’s three-run shot
off reliever Kazuhisa Makita
was the slugger’s 20th homer of

the season, the sixth time in his
career he has homered 20 times
in a season. Souza’s homer off
Ross was his first of the season.
Avila, just off the disabled list,
had two RBI singles to go with
his fourth homer of the season.

Despite the huge early lead,
Robbie Ray did not last long
enough to get the victory. In
his third start since coming off
the disabled list, Ray allowed
four runs, including three hom-
ers, and four hits, walking four
in 41/ innings. He left after
throwing 97 pitches.

Ray said it was “very frus-
trating” to not get through the
fifth inning despite such a big
lead.

Lovullo said he pulled Ray
because of the high pitch count,
even though it deprived the left-
hander of a victory.

MLB roundup

Reynolds drives in career-best 10, Nats win again

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Mark Reynolds hom-
ered twice and drove in a career-high 10
runs, Max Scherzer won for the first time
since June S, and the Washington Nation-
als beat the Miami Marlins 18-4 on Satur-
day night.

Washington has won three straight and
scored a combined 35 runs since calling a
players-only meeting on Wednesday after
falling under .S00 for the first time since
May 2.

Reynolds (S-for- S) tied his career high
for hits and equaled the Nationals’ RBI
record.

Scherzer (11-S), who was 0-4 in his pre-
vious five starts, pitched seven innings,
allowing four runs on four hits — three of
which were home runs. The Nationals had
been shut out in three of Scherzer’s previ-
ous five starts.

Dodgers 3, Angels 1: At Anaheim,
Calif., Ross Stripling pitched another gem
and Justin Turner drove in two runs to
lead the Los Angeles Dodgers to a win over
the Angels.

Stripling (7-2) is making a strong case to
make the NL All-Star team with another
terrific outing. He allowed just one run
and three hits — all by Mike Trout — in six
innings. The right-hander struck out seven

and walked none, and lowered his ERA to
2.14.

Red Sox 15, Royals 4: Andrew Benin-
tendi homered, doubled, walked a career-
high four times and scored four runs, and
Boston routed host Kansas City.

Mookie Betts had four hits, raising his
American League-leading average to .343.
Ten Red Sox players had RBIs as they
scored a season high in runs.

Twins 5, Orioles 4: Kyle Gibson recov-
ered from a rough start to throw seven
innings, and Max Kepler homered in his
second straight game to lead Minnesota
past visiting Baltimore.

Bobby Wilson went 2-for-3 with three
RBIs for the Twins, who won their third in
arow.

Cubs 8, Reds 7: Javier Baez homered
and had four hits — including a game-tying
infield single in the eighth — and host Chi-
cago rallied from a five-run deficit.

Anthony Rizzo’s RBI groundout capped
a four-run eighth inning for Chicago,
which has come from behind in each of its
last eight wins.

Phillies 3, Pirates 2: At Pittsburgh, Nick
Williams, Scott Kingery and Jorge Alfaro
drove in runs on consecutive at-bats in the
seventh inning to help first-place Philadel-
phia win its sixth straight.

Cardinals 3, Giants 2: Carlos Marti-

&

nez pitched seven effective innings for his
third consecutive win and St. Louis beat
host San Francisco.

Braves 5, Brewers 1: Anibal Sanchez
pitched effectively into the seventh and
Freddie Freeman added three hits, lifting
visiting Atlanta over Milwaukee.

Tigers 7, Rangers 2: Nicholas Castel-
lanos homered as part of a seven-run first
inning for host Detroit, and the Tigers
cruised past Texas.

Yankees 8, Blue Jays 5: Luis Severi-
no pitched five innings to earn his major
league-leading 14th win, Brett Gardner
and Aaron Judge each hit solo home runs,
and visiting New York beat Toronto.

Rays 3, Mets O: Blake Snell blanked the
Mets over a career-high-tying 7 13 innings,
Wilson Ramos drove in a pair of runs and
Tampa Bay downed host New York.

Rockies 5, Mariners 1: Noel Cuevas hit
a three-run homer in the seventh inning
among his three hits to lead visiting Colo-
rado to a win against Seattle.

Astros 12, White Sox 6: Yuli Gur-
riel and Alex Bregman each homered and
Charlie Morton won his 11th as host Hous-
ton beat Chicago for its fifth straight win.

Athletics 6, Indians 3 (11): Stephen
Piscotty hit a go-ahead, two-run homer in
the 11th inning to lead Oakland past host
Cleveland.
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