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Massive winter storm hits much of US

Associated Press

A massive winter storm con-
tinued Sunday morning, dump-
ing sleet, freezing rain and snow
across the South and up through
New England, bringing frigid
temperatures, widespread pow-
er outages and treacherous road
conditions.

The ice and snowfall were ex-
pected to continue through Mon-
day inmuch of the United States,
followed by very low temper-
atures, causing “dangeroustrav-
elandinfrastructure impacts” to
linger for several days, the Na-
tional Weather Service said.

Heavy snow was forecast
from the Ohio Valley to the
Northeast, while “catastrophic
ice accumulation” threatened
from the Lower Mississippi Val-
ley to the Mid-Atlantic and
Southeast.

“It is a unique storm in the
sense that it is so widespread,”
weather service meteorologist
Allison Santorelli said in a phone

interview. “It was affecting ar-
eas all the way from New Mexi-
co, Texas, all the way into New
England, so we’re talking like a
2,000 mile spread.”

As of Sunday morning, about
213 million people were under
some sort of winter weather
warning, she said. The number
of customers without power
topped 880,000, according to po-
weroutage.us, and the number
was rising.

Tennessee was hardest hit
with nearly 325,000 customers
out, and Texas, Louisiana and
Mississippi all had more than
100,000 customers in the dark.

Some 11,000 flights had al-
readybeen canceled Sunday and
more than 13,000 have been de-
layed, according to the flight
tracker flightaware.com. The
biggest hubs hit so far were in
Philadelphia, Washington, Ra-
leigh-Durham in North Caroli-
na, New York and New Jersey.

At Philadelphia International

Airport, inside displays regis-
tered scores of canceled flights
and few vehicles could be seen
arriving Sunday morning.

Even once the ice and snow
stop falling, the danger will con-
tinue, Santorelli warned.

“Behind the storm it’s just go-
ing to get bitterly cold across ba-
sically the entirety of the eastern
two-thirds of the nation, east of
the Rockies,” she said.

That means the ice and snow
won’t melt as fast, which could
hinder some efforts to restore
power and other infrastructure.

Along the Gulf Coast, temper-
atures were balmy Sunday, hit-
ting the high 60s and low 70s, but
temperatures were expected to
dropintothe high20s andlow 30s
by Monday morning.

The National Weather Service
warned of damaging windsand a
slight risk of severe storms and
even a brief tornado.

President Donald Trump had
approved emergency declara-

tions for atleast a dozen states by
Saturday, with more expected to
come.

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency pre-positioned
commodities, staff and search
and rescue teams in numerous
states, Homeland Security Sec-
retary Kristi Noem said.

In New York City, Mayor Zoh-
ran Mamdani said at least five
people died as temperatures
plunged Saturday before the
snows arrived in earnest.

Nashville and the surrounding
area was seeing ice accumula-
tions of half an inch or more, with
icicles hanging from power lines
and overburdened tree limbs
crashing to the ground.

In Oxford, Miss., police on
Sunday morning used social
media to tell residents to stay
home as the danger of being out-
side was too great. Local utility
crews were also pulled from
their jobs during the overnight
hours.

US destroyer begins patrolling in European waters

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — The de-
stroyer USS Delbert D. Black
began patrolling European wa-
ters last week, an addition to the
Navy’s presence as the U.S.
builds up forces in the Middle
East amid tensions with Iran.

The ship officially arrived on
station in the U.S. Naval Forces
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet
area of command following its
departure on Monday from Las
Palmas, Spain, NAVEUR-AF/
U.S. 6th Fleet said in a Facebook
post Thursday.

The Arleigh-Burke-class de-
stroyer recently completed a
flight operations exercise with
an MH-60R Seahawk helicopter

that left the ship’s crew “razor-
sharp and ready,” the post said.

Based at Naval Station May-
port in Florida, the vessel car-
ries standard, Tomahawk and
Evolved Sea Sparrow missiles,
among other armaments. It
joins five other destroyersin the
region homeported at Naval
Station Rota in Spain.

One, USS Roosevelt, left the
Red Sea earlier this month and
isin the Mediterranean Sea, US-
NI News reported on Tuesday.

That departure left two de-
stroyers, USS McFaul and USS
Mitscher, both homeported at
Naval Station Norfolk in Virgi-
nia, in the Persian Gulf, accord-
ing to USNI.

Meanwhile, the Abraham

Lincoln Carrier Strike Group,
which includes three de-
stroyers, is in the Indian Ocean
and expected to arrive in the
Middle East in the coming days,
Reuters reported Thursday, cit-
ing unidentified U.S. officials.

That news came the same day
President Donald Trump
warned Tehran that the U.S. has
an “armada” heading toward
the country, adding that he
hoped he would not have to use
it, Reuters reported.

Trump has been mulling op-
tions for responding to Iran’s
brutal crackdown on protests
against the regime.

Navy ships and aircraft are
not the only U.S. forces appar-
ently being routed to the Middle

East.

On Tuesday, U.S. Central
Command shared a photograph
on X of an Air Force F-15E
Strike Eagle fighter jet assigned
to the 494th Expeditionary
Fighter Squadron landing at an
unidentified base in the Middle
East. The squadron is based at
RAF Lakenheath in the U.K.

A dozen F-15s departed La-
kenheath last Sunday supported
by KC-135 Stratotanker aerial
refueling aircraft, Air & Space
Forces Magazine reported on
Tuesday, citing flight-tracking
data.

C-17 Globemaster III cargo
planes also have flown from the
UK. to the Middle East, the
magazine said.
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New DOD strategy focuses on homeland

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

A new U.S. national defense
strategy released Friday puts
protection of the homeland and
access to strategic terrain in the
Western Hemisphere atop the
military’s agenda, marking a shift
from the Pentagon’s previous po-
sition that countering China was
the Defense Department’s num-
ber one pacing threat.

The Pentagon’s long-awaited
new plan lines up with the White
House’s National Security Strate-
gy, released last month, and pri-
oritizesborder security, targeting
drug traffickers and “fearlessly”
defending “America’s interests
across the hemisphere.”

“We will guarantee U.S. mili-
tary and commercial access to
key terrain, especially the Pana-
ma Canal, Gulf of America, and
Greenland,” the document states.

“We will provide President [Do-
nald] Trump with credible mili-
tary options to use against narco-
terrorists wherever they may
be.”

The Pentagon said it will work
with nearby allies and partners,
such as neighbor and NATO ally
Canada, and added “we will en-
sure that they respectand do their
part to defend our shared inter-
ests.”

“And where they donot, we will
stand ready to take focused, deci-
sive action that concretely ad-
vances U.S. interests,” the Penta-
gon strategy states.

The heavy emphasis on mili-
tary operations in the Western
Hemisphere is a shift from previ-
ous defense strategies, which
since 2018 have made China the
number one issue. Now, deter-
ring China is second on the agen-
da. The approach calls for more

diplomacy aimed at avoiding con-
frontation with Beijing while
building up defenses in the Pacif-
ic to discourage Chinese aggres-
sion.

Efforts will be made to support
“strategic stability,” “deconflic-
tion” and “de-escalation,” the
strategy states.

“But we will also be clear-eyed
and realistic about the speed,
scale, and quality of China’s his-
toric military buildup,” the strate-
gy states. “Our goal in doing so is
not to dominate China; nor is it to
strangle or humiliate them.”

The aim is to achieve a balance
of power in the Indo-Pacific and
prevent China from dominating
the region, according to the strat-
egy. The “peace through
strength” approach will be
backed by “erecting a strong de-
nial defense” along the Pacific’s
first island chain and through

more military burden-sharing
among allies in the region, the
strategy says.

In Europe, meanwhile, Russia
isstillviewed as athreat, especial-
ly to allies on NATOQO’s eastern
flank.

The strategy says Russia is in
no position to pose a threat to Eu-
rope as a whole, given that NATO
dwarfs Russia “in economic
scale, population, and, thus, latent
military power.”

Still, the Pentagon says it will
remain involved in Europe going
forward, although on a more lim-
ited basisasallies step up their de-
fense spending and bolster their
own capabilities.

“OurNATO allies are therefore
strongly positioned to take pri-
mary responsibility for Europe’s
conventional defense, with criti-
cal but more limited U.S. sup-
port,” the strategy states.

US carries out its 1st known
boat strike since Maduro op

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
military said Friday that it has
carried out a deadly strike on a
vessel accused of trafficking
drugs in the eastern Pacific
Ocean, the first known attack
since the raid that captured Ve-
nezuelan President Nicolds Ma-
duro earlier this month.

U.S. Southern Command said
on social media that the boat was
“engaged in narco-trafficking
operations” and that the strike
killed two people and left one sur-
vivor. It said it notified the Coast
Guard to launch search and res-
cue operations for that person.

A video accompanying the
post announcing the latest strike
shows a boat moving through the
water before exploding in
flames. The U.S. military has fo-
cused lately on seizing sanc-
tioned oil tankers with connec-

tions to Venezuela since the
Trump administration launched
an audacious raid on Jan. 3 to
capture Maduro and bringhimto
New York to face drug traffick-
ing charges.

With the latest military action,
there have been 36 known strikes
against alleged drug smuggling
boats in South American waters
since early September thatkilled
at least 117 people, according to
announcements from the U.S.
military and Trump. The major-
ity of those of strikes have oc-
curred in the Caribbean Sea.

The last reported boat strikes
occurred in late December,
when the military said it struck
five alleged drug-smuggling
boatsovertwodays, killing a total
of eight people while others
jumped overboard. Days later,
the Coast Guard suspended its
search.

Trump praises UK troops
after war comments furor

Associated Press

LONDON — President Do-
nald Trump heaped praise Sat-
urday on British soldiers who
fought in Afghanistan, in a post
on social media that represent-
ed a partial reversal of com-
ments he made last week that
drew a cascade of criticism in
the U.K., particularly from fam-
ilies of those killed and serious-
ly injured in the conflict.

In the wake of a conversation
earlier with British Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer, Trump said
on Truth Social that the “great
and very brave soldiers of the
United Kingdom will always be
with the United States of Amer-
ica.”

He described the 457 British
servicemen and women who
died in Afghanistan and those
that were badly injured, as
“among the greatest of all war-

riors.”

Trump added that the bond
between the two countries’ mil-
itaries is “too strong to ever be
broken” and that the U.K. “with
tremendous heart and soul, is
second to none (except for the
USA).”

Trump’s comments follow an
interview with Fox Business
Network on Thursday in Davos,
Switzerland, when he said he
wasn’t sure the other 31 nations
in NATO would be there to sup-
port the United States if and
when requested and that troops
from those countries stayed “a
little off the front lines.”

Trump did not apologize di-
rectly for those comments, nor
retract them, as Starmer sug-
gested in his initial response on
Friday when he described the
words of the president as “in-
sulting and frankly appalling.”

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Canada counters Trump on China trade claim

Associated Press

Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney said Sunday his
country has no intention of pur-
suing a free trade deal with
China. He was responding to
President Donald Trump’s
threat to impose a 100% tariff on
goods imported from Canada if
America’s northern neighbor
went ahead with a trade deal
with Beijing

Carney said his recent agree-
ment with China merely cuts
tariffs on a few sectors that were
recently hit with tariffs.

Trump claims otherwise,
posting that “China is success-
fully and completely taking
over the once Great Country of
Canada. So sad to see it happen.

I only hope they leave Ice Hock-
ey alone! President DJT”

The prime minister said un-
der the free trade agreement
with the U.S. and Mexico there
are commitments not to pursue
free trade agreements with non-
market economies without pri-
or notification.

“We have no intention of do-
ing that with China or any other
nonmarket economy,” Carney
said. “What we have done with
China is to rectify some issues
that developed in the last couple
of years.”

In 2024, Canada mirrored the
United States by putting a 100%
tariff on electric vehicles from
Beijing and a 25% tariff on steel
and aluminum. China had re-

sponded by imposing 100% im-
port taxes on Canadian canola
oil and meal and 25% on pork
and seafood.

Breaking with the United
States this month during a visit
to China, Carney cut its 100%
tariff on Chinese electric cars in
return for lower tariffs on those
Canadian products.

Carney has said there would
be aninitial annual cap 0f 49,000
vehicles on Chinese EV exports
coming into Canada at a tariff
rate of 6.1%, growing to about
70,000 over five years. He noted
there was no cap before 2024.
He also has said the initial cap
on Chinese EV imports was
about 3% of the 1.8 million veh-
icles sold in Canada annually

and that, in exchange, China is
expected to begin investing in
the Canadian auto industry
within three years.

“AMUST WATCH. Canadais
systematically destroying itself.
The China deal is a disaster for
them. Will go down as one of the
worst deals, of any kind, in his-
tory. All their businesses are
moving to the USA. I want to see

Canada SURVIVE AND
THRIVE! President DJT,”
Trump posted on social media
on Sunday.

Trump’s earlier post said that
if Carney “thinks he is going to
make Canada a ‘Drop Off Port’
for China to send goods and
products into the United States,
he is sorely mistaken.”

Killing of protester in Minn.
intensifies anti-ICE effort

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Local
leaders and Democrats across
the country demanded that fed-
eral immigration officers leave
Minnesota after a U.S. Border
Patrol agent fatally shot a man
in Minneapolis, drawing hun-
dreds of protesters onto the fri-
gid streets and increasing ten-
sions in a city already shaken by
another shooting death weeks
earlier.

Family members identified
the man who was killed as Alex
Pretti, a 37-year-old intensive
care unit nurse who protested
President Donald Trump’s im-
migration crackdown in his city.
After the shooting, an angry
crowd gathered and protesters
clashed with federal officers,
who wielded batons and de-
ployed flash bangs.

A federal judge has already
issued an order blocking the
Trump administration from
“destroying or altering evi-
dence” related to the shooting,
after state and county officials
sued.

Minnesota Attorney General

Keith Ellison said the suit filed
Saturday is meant to preserve
evidence collected by federal
officials that state authorities
have not yet been able to in-
spect. A court hearing is sched-
uled for Monday in federal
court in St. Paul.

Spokespersons for the Justice
Department and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security,
which are named in the lawsuit,
didn’t respond to an email seek-
ing comment Sunday.

Another federal judge previ-
ously ruled that officers partici-
pating in the federal immigra-
tion enforcement surge in Min-
nesota can’t detain or tear gas
peaceful protesters who aren’t
obstructing authorities, includ-
ing when these people are ob-
serving the agents.

The Minnesota National
Guard was assisting local police
at the direction of Gov. Tim
Walz, officials said. Guard
troops were sent to both the
shooting site and a federal
building where officers have
squared off with demonstrators
daily.

Court appears to carve out
exception for Federal Reserve

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court for the past year
has repeatedly allowed Presi-
dent Donald Trump to fire
heads of independent agencies,
but it appears to be drawing a
line with the Federal Reserve.

The court has signaled for
months that it sees the Fed in a
different light.

It has said that the president
can fire directors of other agen-
cies for any reason but can re-
move Fed governors only “for
cause,” which is interpreted to
mean neglect of duty.

Last year, the court allowed
President Donald Trump to fire
— at least temporarily —
Gwynne Wilcox, a member of
the National Labor Relations
Board, and Cathy Harris, a
member of the Merit Systems
Protection Board, but it carved
out a distinction for the Fed. The
two officials had argued that if
Trump could fire them, he could
also fire members of the Fed’s
board of governors.

“We disagree,” the court said
then. “The Federal Reserve is a
uniquely structured, quasi-pri-

vate entity that follows in the
distinct historical tradition of
the First and Second Banks of
the United States.”

That is now being put to the
test in a case in front of the Su-
preme Court involving Trump’s
attempt to remove Fed gover-
nor Lisa Cook. On Wednesday,
the court seemed inclined to
keep Cook.

Allowing Cook’s firing to go
forward “would weaken, if not
shatter, the independence of the
Federal Reserve,” said Justice
Brett Kavanaugh, one of three
Trump appointees on the na-
tion’s highest court.

But the court largely skirted a
key issue: What, exactly, is the
legal principle that protects the
Fed but not the other agencies?

Several legal experts say the
justices are on shaky ground.

The Fed, they argue, is simi-
lar in many ways to the Federal
Trade Commission or the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board,
agencies Congress intended to
be independent but whose offi-
cials Trump has been able to
fire without pushback from the
high court.
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Lelenskyy: US security deal is ‘100% ready’

Associated Press

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said Sunday that a U.S. se-
curity guarantees document for
UKkraine is “100% ready” after
two days of talks involving rep-
resentatives from Ukraine, the
United States and Russia.

Speaking to journalists in Vil-
nius during a visit to Lithuania,
Zelenskyy said Ukraine is wait-
ing for its partners to set a sign-
ing date, after which the docu-
ment would go to the U.S. Con-
gress and Ukrainian parliament
for ratification.

Zelenskyy also emphasized
Ukraine’s push for European
Union membership by 2027,

calling it an “economic security
guarantee.”

The Ukrainian leader de-
scribed the talks in Abu Dhabi,
the capital of the United Arab
Emirates, as likely the first tri-
lateral format in “quite a long
while” that included not only
diplomats but military repre-
sentatives from all three sides.
The talks, which began Friday
and continued Saturday, were
the latest aiming to end Russia’s
nearly four-year full-scale inva-
sion.

Zelenskyy acknowledged
fundamental differences be-
tween UKkrainian and Russian
positions, reaffirming territo-

rial issues as a major sticking
point.

“Our position regarding our
territory — Ukraine’s territorial
integrity — must be respected,”
he said.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin discussed a Ukraine set-
tlement with President Donald
Trump’s envoys Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner during mar-
athon talks late Thursday. The
Kremlin insisted that to reach a
peace deal, Kyiv must withdraw
its troops from the areas in the
east that Russia illegally an-
nexed but has not fully cap-
tured.

Zelenskyy said the U.S. is try-

ing to find a compromise, but
that “all sides must be ready for
compromise.”

Negotiators will return to the
UAE on Feb. 1 for the next
round of talks, according to a
U.S. official. The recent talks
covered a broad range of mili-
tary and economic matters and
included the possibility of a cea-
sefire before a deal, the official
said.

There was not yet an agree-
ment on a final framework for
oversight and operation of Uk-
raine’s Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant, which is occupied
by Russia and is the largest in
Europe.

Iran unveils mural warning
of retaliation if US strikes

Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates — A new mural unveiled in
acentral Tehran square Sunday
contains a direct warning by
Iran to the United States to not
attempt a military strike on the
country.

The painted image of several
damaged planes on the flight
deck of an aircraft carrier bears
the slogan: “If you sow the wind,
you will reap the whirlwind.”

The unveiling of the mural in
Enghelab Square comes as the
USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft
carrier and accompanying war-
ships move toward the region.
U.S. President Donald Trump
has said the ships are being
moved “just in case.”

“We have a massive fleet
heading in that direction and
maybe we won’t have to use it,”
Trump said Thursday.

Enghelab Square is used for
gatherings called by the state,
and authorities change its mu-
ral based on national occasions.
On Saturday, the commander of
Iran’s paramilitary Revolution-
ary Guard warned his force is
“more ready than ever.”

Tension between the U.S. and

Iran has spiked in the wake of a
brutal crackdown on nation-
wide protests that saw thou-
sands of people killed and tens
of thousands arrested. Trump
had threatened military action
if Iran continued to kill peaceful
protesters or carried out mass
executions of those detained.

There have been no further
protests for days, and Trump
claimed recently that Tehran
had halted the executions of
about 800 arrested protesters —
a claim Iran’s top prosecutor
called “completely false.”

But Trump has indicated he is
keeping his options open, saying
Thursday that any military ac-
tion would make last June’s U.S.
strikes on Iranian nuclear sites
“look like peanuts.”

U.S. Central Command said
on social media that its Air
Force F-1SE Strike Eagle now
has a presence in the Middle
East, noting the jet “enhances
combat readiness and promotes
regional security and stability.”

Similarly, the U.K. Ministry
of Defense said Thursday that it
deployed its Typhoon fighter
jets to Qatar “in a defensive ca-
pacity.”

Rock climber reaches top of
skyscraper without ropes

Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan — American
rock climber Alex Honnold as-
cended the Taipei 101 skyscrap-
er Sunday without any ropes or
protective equipment.

Cheers erupted from a street-
level crowd as he reached the
top of the spire of the 1,667-foot
tower about 90 minutes after he
started. Wearing a red short-
sleeve shirt, Honnold waved his
arms over his head.

“It was like what a view, it’s
incredible, what a beautiful
day,” he said afterward. “It was
very windy, so I was like, don’t
fall off the spire. I was trying to
balance nicely. But it was, what
an incredible position, what a
beautiful way to see Taipei.”

Honnold, known for his rope-
less ascent up Yosemite Nation-
al Park’s El Capitan, climbed up
one corner of Taipei 101 using
small L-shaped outcroppings as
footholds. Periodically, he had
to maneuver around and clam-
ber up the sides of large orna-
mental structures that jut out
from the tower, pulling himself
up with his bare hands.

The building has 101 floors,
with the hardest part being the

64 floors of the middle section —
the “bamboo boxes” that give
the building its signature look.
Divided into eight, each seg-
ment has eight floors of steep,
overhanging climbing followed
by balconies, where he took
rests as he made his way up.

Honnold’s free solo climb of
the iconic building in Taiwan’s
capital city was broadcast live
on Netflix with a 10-second de-
lay. The ascent, originally
scheduled for Saturday, was de-
layed for 24 hours due to rain.

Having a cheering crowd was
unusual and a bit unnerving at
first for Honnold, whose climbs
are usually in remote areas.

“When I was leaving the
ground, you’re like, ‘Oh it’s kind
of intense, there’s so many peo-
ple watching,’” he said. “But
then honestly, they’re all wish-
ing me well. I mean basically it
just makes the whole experi-
ence feel almost more festive,
all these nice people are out sup-
porting me and having a good
time.”

The climb drew both excite-
ment and concern over the im-
plications of attempting such an
endeavor on live broadcast.
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This spud’s not for you
after Hasbro moves HQ

RI PROVIDENCE — It’s

been no small potatoes
that Rhode Islanders have been
able to choose the image of Mr.
Potato Head as a specialty li-
cense plate for decades.

Yet with Hasbro’s decision to
move its headquarters from the
smallest state in the U.S. to Bos-
ton, two lawmakers said it’s time
to hash out whether Rhode Is-
land should continue promoting
one of the company’s most icon-
ic characters.

Under the proposal intro-
duced earlier this month, Rhode
Island’s Division of Motor Vehi-
cles would stop providing Mr.
Potato Head as an option for a
specialty license plate. The plate
currently costs around $40, with
half of that amount going to help
support the Rhode Island Com-
munity Food Bank.

Rep. Brian Newberry, a Re-
publican from North Smithfield,
said in an email that he filed the
legislation because Hasbro
leaving the state will cause “un-
told economic harm and loss of
tax revenue.”

Ponzi scheme bilked
investors of $380M

ATLANTA — A fi-
nancial adviser in
Georgia pleaded guilty to wire
fraud in a Ponzi scheme that
bilked more than 2,000 people
out of $380 million, federal au-
thorities announced.
Prosecutors accused Todd
Burkhalter, the founder and
CEO of Drive Planning LLC, of
marketing several fraudulent
investment schemes and using
the money in parttobuy a $2 mil-
lionyacht,a$2.1 millioncondoin

Mexico and a motorcoach.

Prosecutors said one of Burk-
halter’s investment schemes
purported to provide short-term
loans to real estate developers
and promised returns of 10% ev-
ery three months. According to
prosecutors, Burkhalter falsely
said those investments were
backed by real estate holdings.

Burkhalter, 54, of St. Peters-
burg, Fla.,encouraged investors
to dip into retirement accounts
and savings and take out lines of
credit.

Lawmaker reprimanded
for sexually vulgar texts

M JEFFERSON

CITY — Missouri
lawmakerson Thursday formal-
ly reprimanded a House mem-
ber who sent a sexually vulgar
text message to a colleague
while protesting a congressional
redistricting plan backed by
President Donald Trump.

Democratic state Rep. Jere-
my Dean was barred from serv-
ing on House committees, or-
deredtostay atleast S0 feetaway
from the lawmaker he targeted
and undergo additional sexual
harassment training. His House
seating and parking assign-
ments could also get changed.

The lawmaker subjected to
his text message, Republican
state Rep. Cecelie William, said
Dean should have been expelled
from office.

Lone Star State leads in
losing citizens to others

AUSTIN — Texas
supplied the most
new residents of any U.S. state
for nine other states, despite
having the biggest population
growth this decade, according to

figuresreleased last week by the
U.S. Census Bureau.

Texas was the top source of
new residents for Alaska, Ar-
kansas, California, Colorado, II-
linois, Louisiana, Mississippi,
New Mexico and Oklahoma, ac-
cording tothe 2024 state-to-state
migration flows, which track
where someone lived in the pre-
vious year and where they cur-
rently live.

With 31 million residents,
Texas ranks second in popula-
tion among U.S. states. Between
2020 and 2024, Texas gained 2.1
million people.

“The obvious and primary an-
swer is size,” said Dudley Post-
on, professor emeritus of sociol-
ogy at Texas A&M University.
“There’s got to be more people
leaving Texasthanleaving other
states because of the population
size of Texas.”

Woman shet, injured by
Border Patrol sentenced

o PORTLAND — A

woman who was
shot and wounded by a Border
Patrol agent during a recent im-
migration stop in Portland
pleaded guilty Thursday to ille-
gally entering the United States
and was sentenced to one year of
probation.

Yorlenys Zambrano-Contre-
ras appeared by video from an
immigration detention facility
in Tacoma, Wash., for the feder-
alcourthearingin Portland, The
Oregonian/OregonLive report-
ed. She won’t face time in prison
but will have location monitor-
ing and certain nighttime cur-
few requirements during proba-
tion. She will be able to remain
out of custody in Oregon under
the negotiated resolution of the
case.

The case was initially filed in
Texas, where she was accused of
illegally entering the U.S., but
she waived her right to appear
there for prosecution, the outlet
reported. The shooting Jan. 8
prompted protests over agents’
aggressive tactics during immi-
gration enforcement oper-
ations.

Ex-schools chief pleads
guilty in immigration case

I A DES MOINES — The

former superintendent
of Towa’s largest school district
pleaded guilty Thursday, and
admitted to falsely claiming to
be a U.S. citizen on a federal
form and illegally possessing
firearms.

Ian Roberts, a native of Guya-
nain South America, had initial-
ly pleaded not guilty to both
counts, which together carry a
maximum sentence of 20 years
in prison, and a trial was sched-
uled tobeginin early March. Ro-
berts affirmed Thursday that
he’s aware his guilty pleas could
have an impact on his immigra-
tion case, and that he could face
immediate deportation after he
serves his sentence.

Roberts ascended as an exu-
berant and inspiring leader
over a two-decade career in ur-
ban education. For two years,
he was superintendent of the
Des Moines public school dis-
trict, which serves 30,000 stu-
dents.

Just weeks into a new school
year, Roberts was detained by
federal immigration officers.
The Sept. 26 arrest stunned
community members and drew
national attention to his history
of criminal charges and falsified
credentials.

— From wire reports
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Sabalenka holds off Mboko in Australian Open

Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
TikTok influencer and top-
ranked Aryna Sabalenka is hav-
ing to work her way through
some rising teenage stars in her
bid for a third Australian Open
title in four years.

Sabalenka, who has drawn
praise from fans and other
players for her posts on the so-
cial media platform about mat-
ters on and off the court, held off
19-year-old Vicky Mboko 6-1,
7-6 (1) at Rod Laver Arena on
Sunday. She’ll play 18-year-old
Iva Jovic in the quarterfinals.

The 29-seeded Jovic over-
whelmed Yulia Putintseva 6-0,
6-1 in S3 minutes at John Cain
Arena— with six service breaks
and winning the first 10 games
— to secure a spot in the last
eight of a Grand Slam for the
first time.

“Obviously, she’s No. 1 for a
reason and had so much success
at this tournament,” Jovic said
of Sabalenka. “But that’s what I

want — I said it last year, I hope
to be able to play her this year,
because you definitely want to
play the best and see how it
goes.”

Coco Gauff, who was still a
teenager when she won her first
major title in 2023, is back into
the quarterfinals in Australia
forthe third consecutive year af-
ter a 6-1, 3-6, 6-3 win over No. 19
Karolina Muchova. She’ll next
face No. 12 Elina Svitolina, who
closed play on Day 8 with a 6-2,
6-4 win over 18-year-old, eighth-
seeded Mirra Andreeva.

No.1-ranked Carlos Alcarazis
also in the last 8 for the third
straight year, continuing his bid
for a career Grand Slam at age
22 with a 7-6 (6), 6-4, 7-S win
over No. 19-seeded Tommy
Paul.

He’s never gone past the last
eight at Melbourne Park, the on-
ly one of the four Grand Slam
venues where he hasn’t won the
title. That’s a statistic he’s deter-
mined to rectify, to the point

where he’s reworking his serve
to a look a little bit more in style
with 10-time Australian Open
champion Novak Djokovic.

He’s unlikely to have the
crowd behind him in the quar-
terfinals, where he’ll meet local
hope and sixth-seeded Alex de
Minaur, a 6-4, 6-1, 6-1 winner
over No. 10 Alexander Bublik.

No. 3 Alexander Zverev, the
runner-up in Melbourne last
year, beat Francisco Cerundolo
6-2, 6-4, 6-4 and will next meet
20-year-old Learner Tien, the
youngest men’s quarterfinalist
in Australia since Nick Kyrgios
in 201S. Tien, who needed treat-
ment for a bloody nose after the
third game, beat three-time
Australian Open runner-up Da-
niil Medvedev 6-4, 6-0, 6-3.

Djokovic’s influence

The 38-year-old Djokovic got
a walkover into the quarterfi-
nals after Jakub Mensik with-
drew 24 hours ahead of their
scheduled fourth-round match

with an abdominal injury.

Jovic has been getting some
good advice from Djokovic, a 24-
time major winner, during the
tournament. He said he’s been
happy to help an up-and-coming
star with Serbian heritage.

Sabalenka, who has joked
about waiting for a formal invi-
tation to partner Djokovic in
mixed doubles at a major,
breezed through the first set in
31 minutes against Mboko but
had some difficulty in the sec-
ond.

Mboko saved match points
and played well enough to beat
many players, but not the two-
time Australian Open cham-
pion.

Sabalenka led the second set
4-1, and then failed to convert
three match points while lead-
ing S-4. Mboko slowly took mo-
mentum and forced a tiebreaker
only for Sabalenka to dominate.

It was the 20th straight tie-
breaker victory — a record —
for Sabalenka.

Geekie scores 100th goal, lifts Bruins past Canadiens

Associated Press

BOSTON — Morgan Geekie
scored his100th career goal with
S:53remaining tobreak atie and
give the Boston Bruins a 4-3 win
over the Montreal Canadiens on
Saturday night.

Geekie’s winner, his second
goal of the night, came on the
power play just 12 seconds after
Fraser Minten fired a backhan-
derthat beat Montreal goalie Sa-
muel Montembeault to tie the
game at 3-3.

Cole Caufield had his second
career hat trick for Montreal
while Montembeault made 17
saves. Caufield now has 29
goals this season and became
the first Canadiens skater to
have a hat trick in Boston since
1997.

Mammoth 5, Predators 2:
Kailer Yamamoto had agoal and
an assist and visiting Utah ex-
tended its winning streak to five

games with a victory over Nash-
ville.

Steven Stamkos and Jonathan
Marchessault scored and Juuse
Saros made 26 saves for the Pred-
ators, who have lost three of four.

Sabres 5, Islanders 0: Jason
Tucker scored twice and Alex
Lyon stopped 26 shots and tied a
Buffalo record with his ninth
straight victory as the visiting
Sabres beat New York.

Buffalo improved to 18-3-1 in
its last 22 games.

Blue Jackets 8, Lightning 5:
Mason Marchment recorded his
third career hat trick, and host
Columbus beat Tampa Bay,
ending its streak of 15 straight
games without a regulation loss.

Charlie Coyle scored his
200th career goal and added two
assists.

Hurricanes 4, Senators 1:
William Carrier, Seth Jarvis and
Taylor Hall scored in the first

period and visiting Carolina
beat Ottawa to take the Eastern
Conference lead.

Jalen Chatfield’s cross-ice
pass sprung Mark Jankowski on
an odd-man rush, where he fed
Carrier cross-slot for an easy
backhand tap-in to open the
scoring just four minutes into
the game. Only two minutes lat-
er, Jarvis beat James Reimer
cleanly with a top-corner snipe
from the faceoff circle.

Red Wings 5, Jets 1: J.T.
Compher scored twice as visit-
ing Detroit defeated Winnipeg
in front of a sold-out crowd of
15,225.

Lucas Raymond and Marco
Kasper added a goal and assist,
and Alex DeBrincat also scored
for the Red Wings, who scored
four times in the third period.

Kings 5, Blues 4 (SO): Trevor
Moore scored the deciding goal
in the shootout and had a goal in

regulationin his first game since
being activated off injured re-
serve to help visiting Los An-
geles beat St. Louis.

Moore, who missed 11 games
with an upper-body injury,
scored in the fourth round of the
shootout.

Panthers 4, Wild 3 (OT): Brad
Marchand scored twice, with his
second coming 3 minutes into
overtime, and Florida won its
third straight road game with a
victory over Minnesota.

The Panthers improved to 5-2
in their past seven.

Oilers 6, Capitals 5 (OT): Con-
nor McDavid scored 46 seconds
into overtime, Evan Bouchard
had his first NHL hat trick and
three assists, and host Edmon-
ton held on over Washington.

The Capitals got off to a slow
startand didn’tregister ashoton
goal until the final minute of the
first period.
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Gaethje upsets Pimblett for UFC title

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — One of the sto-
rylines entering UFC 324 was
whether Justin Gaethje would
retire after facing Paddy Pim-
blett on Saturday night.

Itlooks like Gaethje has plen-
ty left if he wants to continue his
career.

Gaethje went after Pimblett
from the beginning, his aggres-
siveness leading to a unanimous
decision and upset victory for
the interim lightweight title.

“My coach was definitely up-
set with me after the first
round,” Gaethje said. “I love
this (stuff) so much, it’s really
hard to control myself some-
times. I knew that I had to put
him on his back foot. He is very
dangerous, got great timing. I
had to steal momentum and his
confidence. I had to work really
hard in the first round. Cham-
pions move forward.”

In the first UFC fight card on

Paramount+, the judges award-
ed Gaethje (27-5) the victory by
scores of 48-47,49-46 and 49-46.
The Associated Press scored it
48-47 for Gaethje.

Pimblett (23-4) was a -250 fa-
vorite at BetMGM Sportsbook.

In the co-main event, third-
ranked bantamweight challen-
ger Sean O’Malley (19-3) of
Phoenix defeated No. S Song
Yadong (22-9-1) of China by
unanimous decision. All three
judges scored the bout 29-28.
O’Malley appeared in real trou-
ble before putting together his
strongest round in the third.

UFC CEO and President Da-
na White said the Paramount
viewership numbers will come
out Tuesday or Wednesday, but
the early results were more
than promising.

“This exceeded expectations
beyond belief for Paramount,”
White said. “We know it killed it.
They’re saying it exceeded ex-

pectations by double. We’ve got
a real good feeling we’re going
to have a great relationship for
seven years.”

Gaethje and Pimblett waged
a physical and bloody fight.
White said Pimblett was sent to
a hospital but that Gaethje re-
fused to go.

“I wanted that belt, but
there’s no other man I would
rather lose to,” Pimblett said.
“Forme, it’stheidea of someone
I’ve loved watching growing up
watching the UFC. It shows why
he’s a legend right there.”

The combatants weren’t the
only ones injured. Referee
Mark Smith was carried out of
the octagon after tearing an
ACL while officiating the Ateba
Gautier-Andrey Pulyaev bout.

Gaethje, a 37-year-old who
fights out of Denver, landed a
series of punches about a min-
ute and a half into the fight and
took Pimblett to the mat. The

pounding continued in the sec-
ond round when Gaethje took
the 3l-year-old Englishman
down three times. On the third
time, with about 30 seconds left,
Gaethje was relentless in land-
ings blows on Pimblett’s face.

But Pimblett began to find his
game in the third round despite
bleeding by his right eye. He
connected with enough punches
while remaining standing to get
back into the bout.

At least temporarily.

A strong combination by
Gaethje midway through the
fourth turned the fight back into
his favor. Even though he was
taken to the floor late in the
round, it was Gaethje who
pounded Pimblett’s face. Each
approached the fifth as if he
didn’t want to leave it in the
judge’s hands, and Pimblett put
together a combination with
about a minute left.

Brunson helps Knicks top 76ers for 2nd

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Jalen
Brunson scored 31 points, OG
Anunoby added 23 and the New
York Knicks followed their
most lopsided win in franchise
history with a 112-109 victory
over the Philadelphia 76ers on
Saturday.

New York crushed the Brook-
lyn Nets 120-66 on Wednesday
and then exploded with a 30-
point third quarter in a stiffer
road test that sent it to its first
win in three tries this season
over Philadelphia.

Joel Embiid had 38 points and
11 rebounds, but turned the ball
over on the final play of the
game after the Knicks seeming-
ly tried to intentionally foul him.
Tyrese Maxey scored 22 points
for the 76ers but shot an airball
on a late tying 3-point attempt
from near halfcourt as he antici-
pated an intentional foul that
didn’t come.

Philadelphia had pulled with-
in two late until Anunoby and
Landry Shamet followed with
consecutive 3s that helped New
York stave off the late-game col-
lapse.

Led by Brunson, the Knicks
opened the quarter on a 21-7 run
and made Xfinity Mobile Arena
sound a bit like the inside of Ma-
dison Square Garden. The
“Let’s go Knicks!” chants that
had largely been tamped down
by boos in a competitive first
half, instead filled the arena
with each big New York bucket.

Brunson gave a little wave af-
ter he buried a 3 for an 84-72
lead. Embiid tried to rally the
Sixers and his three-point play
in the fourth — aided by a sixth
foul on Karl-Anthony Towns —
cut it to 98-92. It wasn’t enough
and a Knicks team that had lost
nine of its previous 11 games
heading into the Brooklyn game
has now won two straight.

Hornets 119, Wizards 115:
Brandon Miller scored 21 points
as host Charlotte beat Washing-
ton, sending the Wizards to their
ninth straight loss.

Miles Bridges and LaMelo
Ball each scored 20 points, Kon
Knueppel added 16 and Moussa
Diabate 11 as the Hornets won
consecutive games for the first
time since January 3-5.

Cavaliers 119, Magic 105:
Donovan Mitchell scored 27 of
his 36 points in the second half
and visiting Cleveland pulled
away over Orlando.

Jaylon Tyson added 17 points
for the Cavaliers, and Evan Mo-
bley had 13 points and seven re-
bounds.

Bulls 114, Celtics 111: Kevin
Huerter made a 3-pointer just
before the buzzer, lifting host
Chicago past Boston before re-
tiring Derrick Rose’s jersey
number.

Coby White scored 22 points

straight win

and hit five of the Bulls’ 21 3s,
helping them win their fourth
straight.

Lakers 116, Mavericks 110:
Luka Doncic had 33 points and
11 assists, and visiting Los An-
geles erased a 15-point deficit in
the final seven minutes of a win
in the star guard’s second visit
to Dallas since his shocking
trade almost a year ago.

LeBron James scored 11 of his
17 points in the fourth quarter,
when Rui Hachimura had a
four-point play before another
3-pointer on the next possession
to put the Lakers in front for
good.

Heat 147, Jazz 116: Bam
Adebayo had 26 points and 15
rebounds to lead visiting Miami
over Utah.

Nikola Jovic added 23 points
and Pelle Larsson had 20 as the
Heat matched their most points
in a game this season. Miami
beat Denver 147-123 last month.
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Wagler leads No. 11 lllinois past No. 4 Purdue

Associated Press

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. —
Keaton Wagler scored a career-
high 46 points, making nine 3-
pointers, as No. 11 Illinois beat
No. 4 Purdue 88-82 on Saturday.

Wagler, a freshman guard,
shot 13-for-17 overall, 9-for-11
from 3-point range and 11-for-13
on free throws. David Mirkovic
added 12 points and eight re-
bounds for the Fighting Illini
(17-3,8-1Big Ten).

Braden Smith led the Boiler-
makers (17-3,7-2) with 27 points
and 12 assists. Trey Kaufman-
Renn added 12 points for Pur-
due, which lost its second con-
secutive game.

Illinois hit 18 of 38 3-pointers
while the Boilermakers made
just7 of 19.

Wagler had 24 of the Illini’s 39
first-half points, including the
first14.

No.2UConn 75, Villanova67
(OT): Solo Ball had 24 points, in-
cluding a key 3-pointer in over-
time, and Alex Karaban had all
ofhis17 after halftime asthe host
Huskies beat the Wildcats.

Silas Demary Jr. and Tarris
Reed Jr. each finished with 10
for UConn (19-1, 9-0 Big East),
which won its 15th game in a
Tow.

No. 5 Duke 90, Wake Forest
68: Cameron Boozer scored 32
points to lead the Blue Devils’
dominating interior play that
helped host Duke beat the De-
mon Deacons.

The star freshman big man
made 11 of 20 shots to go with
nine rebounds and four assists,
controlling large stretches with
his scoring and his playmaking
ability to passing out of oncom-
ing double teams.

No. 12 Texas Tech 90, No. 6
Houston 86: JT Toppin had 31
points and 12 rebounds for his
44th career double-double and
Donovan Atwell hit consecutive
3-pointers late to put the host
Red Raiders ahead to stay in a
win over the Cougars, ending

Houston’s 1l-game winning
streak.
True freshman Kingston

Flemings had a season-high 42
points with six assists for the
Cougars (17-2, 5-1 Big 12), who
had won their past 16 true road
games — all conference games
— since a loss at No. 8 Kansas
two years ago. That was a school
record and the nation’s longest
active streak.

No. 7 Nebraska 76, Minneso-
ta 57: Pryce Sandfort scored 20
ofhis 22 points in the second half
and grabbed 10 rebounds for the
visiting Cornhuskers, helping
Nebraska remain unbeaten by
surging past the Golden Goph-
ers.

Sam Hoiberg had 14 points
and seven assists and Jamar-
ques Lawrence added 14 points
for the Huskers (20-0, 9-0 Big
Ten), who maintained sole pos-
sessionoffirst placein the confe-
rence and matched the pro-
gram’s best start in conference
play since the 1965-66 team be-
gan 9-0 in the Big Eight. That
season was also the last time Ne-
braska won five straight confe-
rence road games.

No. 8 Gonzaga 68, San Fran-
cisco 66: Jalen Warley scored
19 points and Davis Fogle added
15 points and a last-second re-
bound as the host Bulldogs
edged the Dons for their 14th
consecutive victory of the sea-
son and 34th win in a row over
San Francisco.

Tyon Grant-Foster added 15
points for Gonzaga (21-1, 9-0
West Coast Conference), which
was without its two leading scor-
ers for the third straight game.
Forward Braden Huff (17.8
points per game) is out for sever-
al weeks with aknee injury. For-
ward Graham Ike (18 ppg) is ex-
pected back soon from an ankle
injury.

No. 9 lowa State 84, Oklaho-
ma State 71: Milan Momcilovic
scored 29 points, and the visiting
Cyclones defeated the Cowboys.

Momcilovic made 8 of 12 field
goals,including S of 9 3-pointers,
and all eight of his free throw at-
tempts. The 6-foot-8 junior
guard has averaged 27.7 points
in his past three games.

No. 10 Michigan St. 91,
Maryland 48: Jeremy Fearshad
17 points and a career-high17 as-
sists and Coen Carr scored 14
points while adding to his high-
light reel of dunks, leading the
host Spartans’ rout over the Ter-
rapins.

Michigan State (18-2, 8-1 Big
Ten) jumped out to a 24-4 lead
and didn’t let up in the second
half, scoring 15 straight points to
lead 71-34 with 11:11 to play.

No. 13 BYU 91, Utah 78: AJ
Dybantsa scored 43 points to
break the Cougars’ freshman
scoring record, leading host
BYU over the Utes.

Dybantsa went 15-for-24 from
the floor and 9-for- 10 from the
free throw line for his first 40-
point game. He surpassed Dan-
ny Ainge’s record for points in a
game by a Cougars freshman
and added six rebounds, three
assists and blocked a shot.

No. 22 North Carolina 85,
No. 14 Virginia 80: Caleb Wil-
son scored 20 points, Jarin Ste-
venson added all of his 17 in the
second half and the Tar Heels
rallied past the Cavaliers for a
big ACC road victory.

Trailing by two points with
3:50 to play, North Carolina got
three-point plays from Steven-
son and Seth Trimble to build a
78-74 lead, then hung on. The
Tar Heels outscored Virginia
18-9 over the final 5:25.

No. 15 Vanderbilt 88, Missis-
sippi St. 56: Tyler Tanner
scored 24 points and Duke Miles
added 17 as the visiting Commo-
dores snapped a three-game los-
ing skid with a win over the Bull-
dogs.

Tyler Nickel scored 13 points
and Devin McGlocktonadded 10
for Vanderbilt (17-3,4-3 SEC).

Auburn 76, No. 16 Florida
67: Keyshawn Hall scored 24
points, including 22 in the Ti-
gers’ dominant and stunning
first half, and visiting Auburn
upset the Gators for the pro-
gram’s first win in Gainesville
since 1996.

The Tigers used 7-0, 8-0 and
12-0 runs en route to a 15-point

halftime lead in a matchup of
2025 Final Four teams, building
enough of a cushion to withstand
Florida’s frantic rally after the
break. The defending national
champion Gators (14-6, S-2
Southeastern Conference), an
11%-point favorite, tied the game
twice in the second half, but Au-
burn’s Tahaad Pettiford hit a
driving layup with 4:24 remain-
ing to push the lead to 62-56.

Tennessee 79, No. 17 Alaba-
ma 73: Volunteers freshman
Nate Ament scored a career-
high 29 points, Ja’K Gillespie
added 23 and visiting Tennessee
upset the Crimson Tide.

The loss spoiled the debut of
Alabama’s Charles Bediako,
who was playing his first college
game in nearly three years after
securing a temporary restrain-
ing order in an ongoing eligibili-
ty lawsuit against the NCAA.

No. 18 Clemson 77, Georgia
Tech 63: Jake Wahlin and Nick
Davidson scored 13 points
apiece and the visiting Tigers
got hot from long range, bounc-
ing back from their first Atlantic
Coast Conferencelosstobeatthe
Yellow Jackets.

No. 19 Kansas 86, Kansas
State 62: Flory Bidunga had 21
points and 10 rebounds, Elmar-
ko Jackson added 19 points, and
the visiting Jayhawks overcame
the absence of standout guard
Darryn Peterson with a big fin-
ishing kick for a win over the
Wildcats.

No. 20 Arkansas 85,LSU81:
Darius Acuff Jr. scored 24 of his
career-high 31 points in the sec-
ond half to lead the host Razor-
backs over the Tigers.

Texas 87, No. 21 Georgia
67: Dailyn Swain scored 26
points, Tramon Mark added a
season-best 23 and the host
Longhorns overwhelmed the
Bulldogs with a strong second
half.

No. 23 Louisville 85, Virginia
Tech 71: Mikel Brown Jr. re-
turned from an eight-game ab-
sence and scored 20 points to
lead the host Cardinals over the
Hokies.
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