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Navy, Marines hit decade-high mishap deaths

By GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

The Navy and Marine Corps
recorded 122 major mishaps
during Fiscal Year 2025, with 98
service members Killed in inci-
dents ranging from a jet crash
on Mount Rainier in Washing-
ton, to off-duty motorcycle acci-
dents, to physical training inci-
dents, the Department of the
Navy reported this week.

The “close-out” totals cov-
ered “Class A” mishaps, which
include incidents involving fa-
talities, permanent injuries, air-
craft crashes or property dam-
age exceeding $2.5 million. The
statistics do not cover suicides,
drug use or illnesses. The 2025
fiscal year ran from Oct. 1, 2024,
to Sept. 30, 202S.

The totals were released
without any explanation of
causes of rising or falling totals
across categories.

Off-duty motorcycle crashes
accounted for the largest num-
ber of fatalities, with the Navy

recording 30 fatalities and the
Marine Corps 15.

The Navy motorcycle fatality
total was the highest in the past
decade, despite a Department
of the Navy rider safety pro-
gram and increased regulations
and limits on motorcycle use on
base.

Off-duty automobile and light
truck crashes were the second-
highest reason for fatalities; the
Navy posted 13 fatalities in four-
wheel vehicles, and the Marines
had 10 deaths.

One Marine and three sailors
were killed when struck by mo-
tor vehicles while walking.

The 46 Navy deaths from veh-
icle mishaps were the highest in
the past decade and nearly
twice the low of 24 fatalities rec-
orded in 201S and 2020.

The Marines reported two on-
duty vehicle mishaps, resulting
in three deaths. No Navy per-
sonnel were injured in on-duty
vehicle incidents.

The Navy reported 14 avia-

tion mishaps: 12 in the air and 2
on the ground — the highest an-
nual count in the past decade.
The crash of an EA-18 Growler
on Mount Rainier in Washing-
ton on Oct. 15, 2024, killed both
crew members. All the other
crashes resulted in either minor
or no injuries.

Though the Navy statistics
did not include extensive infor-
mation on each incident, the Na-
vy total included a Dec. 22,
2024, incident of “friendly fire”
in which the crew of an F/A-18F
Hornet had to eject. News re-
ports placed the incident in the
Middle East.

The Marines reported six hel-
icopter mishaps, three occur-
ring in the air and three on the
ground. No fatalities were re-
ported.

The Navy reported eight
“shore mishaps,” which includ-
ed three training fatalities in-
volving equipment, and three
deaths during physical training.
The Marines reported three fa-

tal “ground mishaps,” all in-
volving deaths during physical
training or command-directed
hikes.

Seven sailors and five Ma-
rines died in off-duty recre-
ational incidents.

The Navy incidents included
a sailor who died from what offi-
cials believe was “over-con-
sumption of alcohol,” ocean
drownings in Maui and Guam
and crashes of an ATV and an
electric bicycle. Marine recre-
ational incidents included fatal
drownings in the Philippines
and Texas and a fall on Mount
Furano in Japan.

The Navy reported five
“afloat mishaps” — including a
multicompartment fire that
caused minor injuries to two
sailors, a collision with no inju-
ries and two undisclosed equip-
ment mishaps.

All of the at-sea incidents
were officially classified as “lo-
cation withheld,” because of op-
erational security.

Trump wants NATO to back his push for Greenland

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
President Donald Trump on
Wednesday said anything less
than full American control of
Greenland would be unaccepta-
ble, and he urged NATO to back
his bid to wrest the huge island
territory from fellow ally Den-
mark.

Greenland “becomes far
more formidable and effective”
against adversaries such as
Russia and China by being in
U.S. hands, Trump wrote on his
Truth Social platform, adding
that the alliance “should be
leading the way for us to get it.”

He also linked control of
Greenland to the future devel-
opment of the American air de-
fense system dubbed the Gold-
en Dome.

Trump’s comments came
hours before a high-stakes
meeting Wednesday between
Vice President JD Vance, Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio and
Greenlandic and Danish offi-
cials.

The U.S. has long maintained
a military presence in Green-
land and currently has about
200 troops in the country who
are involved with an early-
warning ballistic missile de-
fense mission.

Danish officials have said
they are open to having more
U.S. forces in Greenland but
have balked at Trump’s takeov-
er bid.

Trump’s post Wednesday,
though, said “anything less than
(full control) is unacceptable.”

The escalating crisis over the
status of Greenland has dom-
inated security talks on both
sides of the Atlantic in recent
days.

NATO’s top official this week
downplayed the prospect of
coming to blows with the United
States over Greenland, saying
efforts are underway to address
Trump’s concerns over security

in the Arctic.

NATO  Secretary-General
Mark Rutte on Tuesday was
peppered with questions dur-
ing a European Parliament fo-
rum in Brussels, where grow-
ing tensions over Trump’s push
to take control of another ally’s
territory dominated the conver-
sation.

When asked whether any ally
would support the United States
if it were to take the autonomous
Danish territory of Greenland
by force, Rutte deflected, saying
members of the bloc, including
the United States, were working
to “make sure that the Arctic is
safe.”
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Some advised to evacuate base in Qatar

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Some per-
sonnelatakey U.S. military base
in Qatar were advised to evac-
uate by Wednesday evening, ac-
cording to a U.S. official and the
Gulf country, as President Do-
nald Trump warns of possible
action after a deadly crackdown
on protesters in Iran.

The decision came as a senior
officialin Tehran brought up the
country’s retaliatory attack in
June at Al Udeid Air Base out-
side Doha, Qatar.

The U.S. official, who spoke to
The Associated Pressonthe con-
dition of anonymity to discuss
sensitive plans, described the
moveatthebaseasaprecaution-
ary measures and that other
steps were being taken across
the region. The official, citing
the need for operational securi-
ty, would not go into further de-
tail, including whether the evac-

uation was optional or mandato-
ry, whether it affected troops or
civilian personnel or how may
were advised to leave.

The anti-government demon-
strationsinnearby Iranbeganin
late December, and Trump has
said he is willing to conduct mil-
itary operations against Iran if
the Tehran government contin-
ues tokill and arrest protesters.

Qatar said the measures at Al
Udeid were being “undertaken
in response to the current re-
gional tensions.”

“The State of Qatar continues
toimplement all necessary mea-
sures to safeguard the security
and safety of its citizens and resi-
dents as a top priority, including
actions related to the protection
of critical infrastructure and
military facilities,” Qatar’s in-
ternational media office said on
the social platform X.

The base, which hosts thou-

sands of American service
members, was targeted by Iran
in June in retaliation for U.S.
strikes on its nuclear facilities.

Ali Shamkhani, an adviser to
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, wrote on X that “the
#US President, who repeatedly
talks about the futile aggression
against #Iran’s nuclear facili-
ties, would do well to also men-
tion the destruction of the US
base in #Al-Udeid by Iranian
missiles.”

“It would certainly help cre-
ate a real understanding of
Iran’s will and ability to respond
to any aggression,” he added.

The U.S. military maintains a
variety of troops in the region,
including at Al Udeid, but the
Trump administration shifted
some resources from the Middle
Easttothe Caribbean Seaas part
of a pressure campaign on for-
mer Venezuelan President Ni-

colas Maduro.

The aircraft carrier USS Ger-
ald R. Ford was ordered in Octo-
bertosail fromthe Mediterrane-
an Sea to the Caribbean along
with several destroyers. The
carrier USS Nimitz, which
helped conduct the June strikes
on Iran’s nuclear program, also
departed the region in October.

The Navy had five small ships
—twodestroyers and threelitto-
ral combat ships —in the waters
off Iran as of Tuesday.

Ali Larijani, secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National Secur-
ity Council, had a phone call
Tuesday with Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al
Thani, Qatar’s prime minister.
In a statement on X, Al Thani
said he “reaffirmed the State of
Qatar’s backing of all de-escala-
tion efforts, as well as peaceful
solutions to enhance security
and stability in the region.”

Iran signals fast trials and executions for protesters

Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates— Iran’sjudiciary head sig-
naled Wednesday there would
be fast trials and executions
ahead for suspects detained in
nationwide protests despite a
warning from President Donald
Trump.

The comments by Gholam-
hossein Mohseni-Ejei came as
activists had warned hangings
of those detained could come
soon. The crackdown on the
demonstrations has Kkilled at
least 2,586, the U.S.-based Hu-
man Rights Activists News
Agency reported. The current
death toll exceeds that of any
other round of protest or unrest
inIranindecadesandrecallsthe
chaos surrounding the country’s
1979 Islamic Revolution.

Trump has  repeatedly
warned that the U.S. may take
military action overthekilling of

peaceful protesters, just months
after it bombed Iranian nuclear
sites during a 12-day war
launched by Israel against the
Islamic Republic in June.

Iran meanwhile has threat-
eneditcould make apreemptive
strike after alleging without of-
fering evidence that Israel and
the United States orchestrated
the protests.

A mass funeral also was held
Wednesday for some 100 secur-
ity force members killed in the
demonstrations. Tens of thou-
sands of mourners attended,
holding Iranian flags and photos
of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The
caskets, covered in Iranian
flags, stood stacked atleastthree
high. Red and white roses and
framed photographs of people
who were killed covered them.

People elsewhere remained
fearful in the streets. Plain-
clothes security forces still

milled around some neighbor-
hoods, though anti-riot police
and members of the paramili-
tary Revolutionary Guard’s all-
volunteer Basij force appeared
to have been sent back to their
barracks.

“We are very frightened be-
cause of these sounds (of gun-
fire) and protests,” said a moth-
er of two shopping for fruits and
vegetables, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity for fear of re-
prisals. “We have heard many
are killed and many are injured.
Now peace has been restored
but schools are closed and I'm
scared to send my children to
school again.”

Ahmadreza Tavakoli, 36, told
The Associated Press he wit-
nessed one demonstration in
Tehran and was shocked by the
use of firearms by authorities.

“People were out to express
themselves and protest, but

quickly it turned into a war
zone,” Tavakoli said. “The peo-
ple donothave guns. Only the se-
curity forces have guns.”

Mohseni-Ejei’s  comments
about rapid trials and execu-
tions were made in a video
shared by Iranian state televi-
sion online.

“If we want to do a job, we
should doit now. If we want to do
something, we have to do it
quickly,” he said. “If it becomes
late, two months, three months
later, it doesn’t have the same ef-
fect. If we want to do something,
we have to do that fast.”

The comments stand as a di-
rect challenge to Trump, who
warned Iran about executions
an interview with CBS aired
Tuesday.

“We will take very strong ac-
tion,” Trump said. “If they do
such a thing, we will take very
strong action.”

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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New way to measure troops’ body fat coming

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Pen-
tagon is shifting from height and
weight tables and replacing
them with a waist-to-height ra-
tio methodology, according to a
memo.

The new body-fat standards
are between 18% and 26% for
men and between 26% and 36%
for women, according to a Dec.
18 memo from undersecretary
of defense for personnel and
readiness Anthony J. Tata that
the Pentagon released Mon-
day.

Troops in every military
branch will get two measure-

ments each year, according to
the memao.

“The upper limit for allow-
able [waist-to-height ratio] for
military service body-composi-
tion policies shall be less than
0.55,” the memo says. The ratio
is determined by dividing waist
measurement by height.

Under the policy, service
members with a waist-to-height
ratio of 0.5S or above will be fur-
ther tested and, if found to ex-
ceed body-fat standards, will be
placed in their service’s reme-
dial programs and referred to
medical authorities for an eval-
uation.

“Failure to meet established

standards may result in the
withholding of favorable per-
sonnel actions, including pro-
motions,” the memo says. “Con-
tinued failure or those not dem-
onstrating adequate progress
will be subject to administrative
measures to include processing
for administrative separation.”

During a speech to generals
Sept. 30, Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth announced 10 ini-
tiatives would arrive in their in-
boxes — including for height
and weight requirements.

In a memo, the secretary
wrote the military would adopt
the methodology “to promote
consistency and fairness,” and

all service members would be
evaluated twice per year.

Since Tata’s memo Dec. 18,
the Navy has implemented
waist-to-height standards as
part of its physical readiness
program, according to the ser-
vice’s body-composition assess-
ment published last month.

The Air and Space Forces this
month updated fitness stan-
dards which included the waist-
to-height requirements as part
of its process.

The Marine Corps and Army
are in the process of announcing
how they will implement the
waist-to-height ratio, service of-
ficials said.

Slotkin being probed for
Dems’ message to troops

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Michigan
Sen. Elissa Slotkin has been no-
tified that the Trump adminis-
tration is investigating her after
she organized and appearedin a
video with other Democrats
urging military service mem-
bers to resist “illegal orders.”

Slotkin, a former CIA analyst,
first disclosed to The New York
Times that prosecutors were in-
vestigating her. A person with
knowledge of the situation who
was not authorized to speak
about it publicly confirmed the
matter to The Associated Press.

Slotkin, who organized the 90-
second video and first posted it
on her X account in November,
learned this month of the inqui-
ry from the office of U.S. Attor-
ney Jeanine Pirro, the Justice
Department’s chief prosecutor
in the nation’s capital.

The inquiry marks another
escalation in President Donald
Trump’s reaction to a video that
he and his aides have labeled as
“seditious” — an offense Trump
said on his social media account
was “punishable by death.”
Slotkin and the other Democrat-
ic lawmakers who participated

in the video said in November
that the FBI has contacted them
to begin scheduling interviews.
Pirro’s involvement represents
an elevation of the matter for
Slotkin.

It is not clear what laws could
have been violated in the video
message. In it, the lawmakers,
all of whom have military and
national security experience,
tell troops to follow established
military protocols by not follow-
ing commands that violate the
law.

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth has censured Arizona Sen.
Mark Kelly, a former Navy pilot
and astronaut, for participating.
Hegseth is attempting to retro-
actively demote Kelly from his
retired rank of captain. The sen-
ator is suing Hegseth to block
those proceedings, calling them
unconstitutional retribution.

Reps. Jason Crow of Colora-
do, Chris Deluzio of Pennsylva-
nia, Maggie Goodlander of New
Hampshire and Chrissy Houla-
han of Pennsylvania also ap-
peared in the video. It was not
clear whether any other partici-
pants are being targeted beyond
the FBI questioning.

Minnesota tensions still
boiling after shooting

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Federal
officers dropped tear gas and
sprayed eye irritant at activists
Tuesday during another day of
confrontations in Minneapolis,
while students miles away
walked out of a suburban school
to protest the Trump adminis-
tration’s bold immigration
sweeps.

Meanwhile, the fallout from
the fatal shooting of a Minnea-
polis woman by an immigration
agent reached the local U.S. At-
torney’s Office. At least five
prosecutors have resigned amid
controversy over how the U.S.
Justice Department is handling
the investigation, according to
people familiar with the matter.

Separately, a Justice Depart-
ment official said Wednesday
that there’s no basis for a crimi-
nal civil rights investigation. An
FBI probe of Renee Good’s
death is ongoing.

Strife between federal agents
and the public continues to boil,
six days since Good was shot in
the head while driving off in her
Honda Pilot. At one scene, gas
clouds filled a Minneapolis
street near where she died. A

man scrubbed his eyes with
snow and screamed for help af-
ter agents in a Jeep sprayed an
orange irritant and drove off.

It’s common for people to boo,
taunt and blow orange whistles
when they spot heavily armed
immigration agents passing
through in unmarked vehicles
or walking the streets, all part of
an effort to warn the neighbor-
hood and remind the govern-
ment that they’re watching.

A large crowd gathered out-
side a hotel in Minneapolis
banging drums and blowing
whistles as officers wearing hel-
mets and carrying batons stood
guard just inside. Meanwhile,
confrontations erupted be-
tween protesters and officers
guarding the federal building
being used as a base for the
Twin Cities crackdown.

The departures in the U.S. At-
torney’s Office include First As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Joe
Thompson, who had been lead-
ing the sprawling prosecution of
public fraud schemes in the
state, according to people who
spoke to The Associated Press
on the condition of anonymity to
discuss personnel matters.
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Smithsonian hands over more exhibit plans

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Smithsonian Institution gave
the White House new docu-
ments on its planned exhibits
Tuesday in response to a de-
mand to share precise details of
whatits museums and other pro-
grams are doing for America’s
250th birthday.

For months, President Do-
nald Trump has been pressing
the Smithsonian to back off “di-
visive narratives” and tell an up-
beat story on the country’s histo-
ry and culture, with the threat of
holding back federal money if it
doesn’t. The institution is a cor-
nerstone of American culture,
operating 21 museums and a zoo
that are among the most popular
tourist destinations in Washing-
ton.

By Tuesday, the Smithsonian
was supposed to provide lists of

all displays, objects, wall text
and other material dedicated to
this year’s anniversary and oth-
er purposes. Smithsonian Secre-
tary Lonnie Bunch III told staff,
in an email obtained by The New
York Times and The Washing-
ton Post, that “we transmitted
more information in response to
that request.”

The White House did not re-
spond to a request for comment,
leavingitunclear whetherit was
satisfied with the material it re-
ceived. Bunch indicated there
was more to come, saying the in-
stitution will continue to engage
in providing “relevant and ap-
propriate materials.”

The Trump administration’s
intentistoensure Americansget
a positive accounting of the
country’s history, not one
weighted by complexities or
shameful episodes of the past.

The ultimatum was laid out in
aDec.18letterto Bunchfromthe
White House budget director,
Russell Vought, and the domes-
tic policy director, Vince Haley.

“We wish to be assured that
none of the leadership of the
Smithsonian museums is con-
fused about the fact that the
United States has been among
the greatest forces for good in
the history of the world,” the let-
ter said.

Americans “will have no pa-
tience for any museum that is
diffident about America’s
founding or otherwise uncom-
fortable conveying a positive
view of American history, one
which is justifiably proud of our
country’s accomplishments and
record.”

The Smithsonian is not a fed-
eral entity but receives a major-
ity of its money from Congress.

The White House initially
asked for all relevant materials
in September but said docu-
ments turned over by the Smith-
sonian fell far short of what it re-
quested.

In his March executive order,
Trump claimed there had beena
“concerted and widespread” ef-
fort over the past decade to re-
write American history by re-
placing “objective facts” with a
“distorted narrative driven by
ideology rather than truth.”

As part of that, Trump tasked
Vice President JD Vance with
overseeing efforts to “remove
improper ideology” from all ar-
eas of the institution. Like other
vice presidents, Vance serveson
the Smithsonian’s board.

The Smithsonian and the
White House did not respond to
requests for comment Tuesday
afternoon.

EU to provide most of loan
effort for Ukraine military

Associated Press

BRUSSELS — The European
Union will dedicate most of amas-
sive new loan program to Uk-
raine’s military needs over the
next two years while also inject-
ing billions into its war-ravaged
economy, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
said Wednesday.

EU leaders agreed last month
to loan Ukraine 90 billion euros
(3105 billion) to help cover its
needs in 2026 and 2027. Kyiv
would only have to pay the money
back once Russiaendsits warand
pays reparations for the damage
it has inflicted over the years.

The International Monetary
Fund estimates that Ukraine will
need 137 billion euros ($160 bil-
lion) over the two years. The gov-
ernment in Kyivis on the verge of
bankruptcy and desperately
needs the money by spring.

The bloc hopes that other coun-
tries like Britain, Canada, Japan
and Norway will help make up the

difference. The IMF is preparing
anew multibillion-dollar Ukraine
loan and is expected to endorse it
next month.

“We all want peace for Uk-
raine, and for that Ukraine must
be in a position of strength,” von
der Leyen said as she explained
the commission’s spending plans.
She said 60 billion euros ($70 bil-
lion) would be for military sup-
port, and 30 billion euros ($35 bil-
lion) for budget aid.

“With the military assistance,
Ukraine can stand strong against
Russia,and atthe same timeitcan
integrate more closely into Eu-
rope’s defense industrial base,”
von der Leyen told reporters.

The commission wants the loan
money tostart flowing in by April,
but EU member countries and
the European Parliament must
endorse the spending plan before
it can enter force. Von der Leyen
insisted that Ukraine must under-
take pro-democracy reforms to
secure the loans.

Army armor-piercing weapon
fast-tracked after positive tests

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany
— A smart anti-tank munition
that helps soldiers hold their own
against tracked vehicles is being
hurried to the force after success-
ful testing in Bavaria.

The Army’s XM204 interim
“top-attack” munition was ap-
proved for urgent materiel re-
lease, a procurement term that
means speeding a weapons Sys-
tem into the field to meet an im-
mediate operational require-
ment, an Army statement Mon-
day said. The test of the briefcase-
sized munition was done in early
December by soldiers of the 2nd
Cavalry Regiment at the Grafen-
woehr Training Area in Bavaria.

Eight trainers from the Joint
Multinational Readiness Center
at Hohenfels also attended a
“train-the-trainer” course so they
canteach other soldiers how to ef-
fectively use the weapon, the
statement said.

After being placed and armed

by hand, the XM204 detects on-
coming vehicles and autono-
mously fires submunitions into
the air. It can be used alone, in
multiples, orintandem with other
systems, according to an Army
fact sheet.

Afterlaunch, the submunitions
scan the area, verify a target, then
fire an armor-piercing slug. The
system has a 160-foot attack radi-
us and can fire a total of four mu-
nitions, according to the manu-
facturer, Textron.

The device is called a terrain-
shaping munition becauseitis de-
signed to block, disrupt, fix and
turn an enemy force, the service
said in a previous statement. It al-
lows a small force to repel or slow
enemy armor until reinforce-
ments arrive.

Having it in the arsenal helps
slow an adversary’s movements
and protect U.S. forces, Maj. Gen.
John Reim, joint program execu-
tive officer for armaments and
ammunition at Picatinny Arse-
nal, N.J., said in September.



Wednesday, January 14, 2026

e STRIPES LITE °

Pace 5

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

Settlement reached in
fatal train crossing crash

VALHALLA — A

more than $182 mil-
lion settlement has been
reached with victims of a deadly
201S collision between a train
and an SUV at a suburban New
York crossing.

The majority of the settle-
ment with Metro-North Rail-
road goes to the families of five
passengers killed when an SUV
got stuck on the tracks in Val-
halla, about 20 miles north of
New York City, the Journal
News reported.

The Journal News reviewed
the settlement last week before
it was sealed by a judge and no
longer made available to the
public.

Ajuryin 2024 found that Met-
ro-North bore 71% of the liabil-
ity for the five passengers’
deaths and the injuries of oth-
ers, and 63% for the death of the
SUV driver whose car was on
the tracks. The jury specifically
faulted the train engineer and
the railroad’s oversight of the
line’s electrified third rail.

The Feb. 3, 2015, crash oc-
curred during the evening rush
hour as the SUV drove onto the
tracks while navigating in
backed-up traffic. The crossing
gate arm came down onto the
vehicle and the driver ended up
driving further onto the tracks.

Doctor charged in killings
waives right to hearing

0 COLUMBUS — The
ex-husband of an
Ohio woman, charged last
weekend in the killings of her
and her husband, waived his
right to an extradition hearing
Monday in Illinois.
Michael David McKee, 39, a

doctor from Chicago, has been
charged with premeditated ag-
gravated murder in the shooting
deaths of 39-year-old Monique
Tepe, whom he divorced in
2017, and dentist Dr. Spencer
Tepe, 37, in their Columbus
home on Dec. 30.

McKee appeared in court in
Winnebago County, where he
has been jailed since his arrest
on Saturday. Judge Donald
Shriver scheduled a hearing for
Jan. 19 to confirm the status of
the transfer.

Cal enrolls more new
international students

c BERKELEY — Uni-

versity of California,
Berkeley’s ability to draw inter-
national students appears little
affected by the national political
scene.

New international student en-
rollment grew by 29% at UC
Berkeley this school year to
2,363, according to University
of California data released last
week, despite a federal immi-
gration crackdown that has de-
terred some foreign students
from studying in the U.S. En-
rollment of undergraduates
from California also increased,
as the university welcomed
46,151 students, its largest-ever
student body, up from 45,882
last year.

The growth in new interna-
tional students stands in sharp
contrast to a 17% decrease
among that group at campuses
nationwide, according to a No-
vember report from the Insti-
tute of International Education.
UC-wide, the number of new in-
ternational students grew by
about 5%.

Overall international student
enrollment held steady at Cal, at
about 6,000, with China sending

by far the most, followed by In-
dia, South Korea and Canada.
New U.S. students from outside
California increased by 29%,
with total nonresident domestic
enrollment up by about 6%, to
4,732.

Whale beloved in Cape
Cod found dead on shore

D BETHANY BEACH

— A young hump-
back whale whose high-spirited
antics charmed watchers off
Massachusetts in the summer
has been found dead on a beach
in Delaware, whale specialists
said.

A whale-watching group in
Massachusetts described the
death as “most likely a tragic ac-
cident” involving a ship and
said the whale was recognizable
as one that drew admirers off
Cape Cod.

The humpback, 32-feet long
and estimated to weigh at least
10 tons, washed up last week in a
Bethany Beach community,
said the Marine Education Re-
search and Rehabilitation Insti-
tute, a Delaware nonprofit.

After it was towed to shore
with heavy equipment, a ne-
cropsy team from the institute
examined the whale Friday, de-
termining it suffered a blunt
force injury consistent with be-
ing hit by a ship.

The whale was buried on the
beach, the institute said, adding
that large whales cannot be
towed safely out to sea.

The humpback was recog-
nized by an organization on
Cape Cod that offers whale-
watching cruises. Hyannis
Whale Watcher described it as
“a whale we came to know and
love.”

“We affectionately nick-
named him ‘Oil Change’ for a

large, solid white spot on his
fluke,” the group said.

‘Dances with Wolves’
actor standing trial

LAS VEGAS — Jury

selection began
Tuesday in the trial for Nathan
Chasing Horse, the former
“Dances with Wolves” actor ac-
cused of sexually abusing Indig-
enous women and girls.

Prosecutors allege he used
his reputation as a spiritual
leader and healer to take advan-
tage of his victims over two dec-
ades. Chasing Horse has plead-
ed not guilty to 21 charges, in-
cluding sexual assault, sexual
assault with a minor, first de-
gree kidnapping of a minor and
the use of a minor in producing
pornography.

The case sent shock waves
across Indian Country when he
was arrested and indicted in
early 2023. There were setbacks
and delays, but the case finally
proceeded to trial after prosecu-
tors added allegations that he
filmed himself sexually abusing
a girl younger than 14.

Best known for portraying the
character Smiles A Lot in the
1990 movie “Dances with
Wolves,” Chasing Horse was
born on the Rosebud Reserva-
tion in South Dakota, which is
home to the Sicangu Sioux, one
of the seven tribes of the Lakota
nation. After starring in the Os-
car-winning film, according to
prosecutors, Chasing Horse
proclaimed himself to be a La-
kota medicine man.

Prosecutors claim Chasing
Horse led a cult called The Cir-
cle. His victims went to him for
medical help, according to a
court transcript from a grand
jury hearing.

— From wire reports
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Steelers’ Tomlin resigns after 19 seasons

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Mike Tom-
lin was an unknown when the
Pittsburgh Steelers plucked
him from obscurity in 2007 and
handed the young and charis-
matic Minnesota Vikings defen-
sive coordinator one of the most
stable jobs in sports.

Over the next 19 seasons,
Tomlin wrote his own chapter
with one of the NFL’s marquee
franchises, winning a Super
Bowl and going to another while
becoming one of the most re-
spected — if idiosyncratic —
voices in the game.

Asked repeatedly what sepa-
rated Tomlin from his peers, his
players pointed to his consisten-
cy. He was the same coach day
after day, season after season.

That consistency, far too often
of late, also bled into the results.
And after yet another quick
playoff exit, Tomlin used his
voice one last time to tell team
president Art Rooney II that it
was time to try something else.

The longest-tenured head
coach in major American pro-
fessional sports stepped down
from his job leading Pittsburgh
on Tuesday, a seismic shift that
will have ripple effects through-
out the league.

“I am deeply grateful to Art
Rooney I and the late Ambassa-
dor (Dan) Rooney for their trust
and support,” Tomlin said in a
statement released by the team.
“I am also thankful to the
players who gave everything
they had every day and to the
coaches and staff whose com-
mitment and dedication made
this journey so meaningful.”

Rooney, who took over for his
Hall of Fame father as team
president in 2003, lauded Tom-
lin for his dedication to the fran-
chise and ability to churn out
competitive teams year after
year in an era when parity is the
norm.

“It is hard for me to put into
words the level of respect and
appreciation I have for Coach
Tomlin,” Rooney said in a state-
ment. “He guided the franchise
to our sixth Super Bowl cham-
pionship and made the playoffs
13 times during his tenure, in-
cluding winning the AFC North
eight times in his career. His
track record of never having a
losing season in 19 years will
likely never be duplicated.”

Tomlin’s early success, how-
ever, leveled off into a pattern of
solid if not always spectacular
play, followed by a playoff ca-

meo that ended with the Steel-
ers looking outclassed at every
turn.

The S53-year-old Tomlin won
193 regular-season games in
Pittsburgh, tied with Hall of
Famer Chuck Noll for the most
victories in franchise history.
But their resumes diverged
when it comes to the playoffs.
While Noll won four Super
Bowls in the 1970s, Tomlin went
8-12 in the postseason, losing
each of his last seven playoff
games, all by double-digit mar-
gins.

The final came Monday night,
when the AFC North champions
squandered some early mo-
mentum before getting drilled
30-6 by the Houston Texans, the
most lopsided home playoff loss
in team history.

There were chants of “Fire
Tomlin!” as the clock kicked to-
ward zero, though they weren’t
nearly as impassioned as they
were in November while the
Steelers were getting pushed
around by the Buffalo Bills in a
loss that dropped their record to
6-6.

Tomlin did his best to tune out
the noise and his team respon-
ded, the way it seemingly al-
ways did during his tenure.

Pittsburgh won four of its final
five games, including a sweep of
the Baltimore Ravens that gave
the club its first AFC North title
since 2020.

The optimism, however,
dimmed once the Texans as-
serted themselves. The NFL’s
top-ranked defense suffocated
Aaron Rodgers and the Steelers’
offense while the league’s high-
est-paid defense wilted late.

It was a familiar and frustrat-
ing pattern for a place where, as
Tomlin noted not long after his
introduction, “the standard is
the standard.”

And while that remains the
case for a team whose members
walk by six Lombardi Trophies
every day on the way to work,
the results had plateaued. Pitts-
burgh finished with 9 or 10 wins
in each of Tomlin’s final five
seasons, often doing just enough
to squeak into the playoffs be-
fore being exposed by a more
talented opponent.

Tomlin had two years left on
the contract extension he signed
in 2024, with the club holding
the option for 2027. Should Tom-
lin want to return to coaching in
the NFL before his contract with
the Steelers expired, the club
could seek compensation.

D-backs get All-Star third baseman Arenado from Cardinals

Associated Press

PHOENIX — The Arizona Diamond-
backs acquired eight-time All-Star third ba-
seman Nolan Arenado in a trade Tuesday
with the St. Louis Cardinals, adding an ac-
complished veteran to a team trying to re-
turn to the playoffs for the first time since a
surprise World Series run in 2023.

St. Louis received minor league pitcher
Jack Martinez in the deal. The rebuilding
Cardinals will be sending $31 million to Ari-
zona to offset the $42 million Arenado is
owed over the next two seasons.

A 10-time Gold Glove winner, Arenado
has played for St. Louis the past five seasons
and was shopped extensively after the 2024
season and this offseason. The 34-year-old
isn’t the offensive force he used to be but
will still provide experience at the position
after the Diamondbacks dealt slugger Eu-

genio Sudrez at last season’s trade deadline.

“We’ve always liked the way he’s played
the game and the impact he can have when
he’s not playing,” Arizona general manager
Mike Hazen said. “I think he’s a good fit. I
know how much winning means to him and
is important to him — and it’s important to
us.”

Arenado batted .237 with 12 homers and
52 RBIs last season and has two years and
$42 million remaining on a contract paying
him $275 million for nine years. He is owed
$27 million this year and $15 million in
2027.

St. Louis agreed to send Arizona $22 mil-
lion to offset this season’s salary.

Arenado waived a no-trade provision to
accept the deal.

“One of the best that’s ever done what he
does in the field and at the plate,” Cardinals

president of baseball operations Chaim
Bloom said. “He’s someone who really ap-
preciates this town as a baseball town at its
best. He’s a relentless competitor and
someone who really wants to win.”

Bloom it wasn’t fun to trade someone the
caliber of Arenado, whom he thinks will be
voted to baseball’s Hall of Fame.

“That’s baseball royalty right there,”
Bloom said. “We’re mindful of that, but at
the same time, a lot of what comes with this
chair is not letting emotion, sentiment and
nostalgia override executing what’s best for
this team and being fully committed on
where we need to go.”

Arenado was one of the few veteran piec-
es that remained with St. Louis, which is
building for the future with a young lineup
that includes Masyn Winn, Brendan Dono-
van and Alec Burleson.
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Kansas hands No. 2 lowa State its 1st loss

Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Tre
White scored 19 points, Darryn
Peterson added 16 and Kansas
answered a second-half run by
Iowa State with a big charge of
its own, sending the second-
ranked Cyclones to their first
loss of the season, 84-63 on
Tuesday night.

Melvin Council Jr. added 15
points and Flory Bidunga had
10 for the Jayhawks (12-S, 2-2
Big 12), who answered their fall
out of the AP Top 2S5 this week
by knocking off one of five un-
beatens left in Division I men’s
hoops — and one of two receiv-
ing No. 1 votes.

Joshua Jefferson had 12
points to lead Iowa State (16-1,
3-1), but he also had five of its
12 turnovers. Tamin Lipsey
added 10 points on 4-of-15
shooting, while Milan Momci-
lovic had 11 points and Nate
Heise had 10.

No. 3 UConn 69, No. 25
Seton Hall 64: Tarris Reed Jr.
scored 21 points and Silas Dem-
ary Jr. made four free throws in
the last 29 seconds as the vis-

iting Huskies extended their
winning streak to 13 games
with a win over the Pirates.

UConn nearly squandered an
18-point lead — 42-24 — with
17:20 left to play. Seton Hall
battled back and closed within
a point at 65-64 on a 3-pointer
by Mike Williams III with 48
seconds left.

No. 7 Houston 77, West Vir-
ginia 48: Milos Uzan scored 17
points, Emanuel Sharp added
13 points and the host Cougars
beat the Mountaineers for their
10th straight win.

Uzan was S-for- 9 on 3-point-
ers for his first double-figure
scoring game since he had 18
points at Cincinnati on Jan. 3.

No. 8 Nebraska 90, Oregon
55: Pryce Sandfort scored 28
points, Braden Frager had 23
and each made a career-high
seven 3-pointers to lead the
host Cornhuskers over the
Ducks, extending Nebraska’s
win streak to 21 games.

The Cornhuskers (17-0, 6-0)
posted their most lopsided vic-
tory over a Big Ten opponent
since they joined the confe-

rence in 2011-12. Nebraska has
won its first six conference
games for the first time since
the 1965-66 team was 7-0 in the
old Big Eight.

No. 12 Michigan State 81,
Indiana 60: Jeremy Fears
scored 19 of his career-high 23
points in the first half and Jax-
on Kohler finished with 16
points, leading the host Spar-
tans over the Hoosiers.

Michigan State (15-2, S-1 Big
Ten) trailed by seven midway
through the first half when
Fears was its only scorer and
led 39-32 at halftime after some
of his teammates contributed
offensively.

No. 16 Virginia 79, No. 20
Louisville 70: Malik Thomas
made six 3-pointers and scored
19 points, Johann Grunloh add-
ed 16 points and the visiting
Cavaliers shot 55% in the sec-
ond half to beat the Cardinals.

Thomas went 6 of 8 from be-
yond the arc and 6 of 9 overall
for Virginia (15-2, 4-1 Atlantic
Coast Conference). The Cavs
shot just 40% from the field but
led throughout and made 7 of 13

3-pointers after halftime in
their first meeting with a
ranked foe this season.

No 18 Alabama 97, Missis-
sippi State 82: Labaron Philon
Jr. scored a career-high 32
points, Aiden Sherrell also set a
career-best with 22 points and
the visiting Crimson Tide used
a big run spanning halftime to
beat the Bulldogs.

No. 19 Florida 96, Oklaho-
ma 79: Thomas Haugh scored
21 points, Rueben Chinyelu had
19 points and 12 rebounds for
his ninth double-double of the
season, and the visiting Gators
beat the Sooners.

No. 22 Clemson 74, Boston
College 50: Nick Davidson
scored 21 straight points in the
first half and finished with a
season-high 25 as the host Ti-
gers beat the Eagles to remain
undefeated in the Atlantic
Coast Conference.

No. 24 Tennessee 87, Tex-
as A&M 82 (20T): Nate Ament
scored 23 points, 10 of which
came in the two overtime peri-
ods, as the host Volunteers beat
the Aggies.

SGA, Thunder get first win against Spurs this season

Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander scored 34 points, and the defend-
ing NBA champion Oklahoma City Thunder
beat San Antonio 119-98 on Tuesday night to
earn their first win in four tries against the
Spurs this season.

Jalen Williams added 20 points and Chet
Holmgren chipped in eight points, 10 re-
bounds and three blocks for Oklahoma City.
The Thunder improved to a league-best
34-7 at the midway point of the season — on
pace to match last season’s 68-14 regular-
season finish.

Stephon Castle scored 20 points and Vic-
tor Wembanyama added 17 points and sev-
en rebounds for San Antonio.

Timberwolves 139, Bucks 106: Julius
Randle scored 29 points and hot-shooting
Minnesota never trailed in a blowout of host
Milwaukee.

The Timberwolves won their sixth of sev-
en despite missing top scorer Anthony Ed-

wards due to maintenance on his right foot
and leading rebounder Rudy Gobert, who
served a one-game suspension for flagrant
fouls. Gobert picked up his sixth flagrant
foul point Sunday in a 104-103 victory over
San Antonio.

Heat 127, Suns 121: Bam Adebayo
scored 29 points, including three long jum-
pers in the final minutes, and Norman Po-
well added 27 as host Miami squandered a
20-point lead before recovering to beat
Phoenix.

Brooks and Grayson Allen each scored 25
for the Suns, who had won three straight.

Rockets 119, Bulls 113: Kevin Durant
had 28 points and Alperen Sengun added 23
with 11 assists to lead host Houston over
Chicago.

Smith scored 10 of his 18 points in the
fourth quarter to help the Rockets snap a
three-game skid.

Nuggets 122, Pelicans 116: Jamal Mur-
ray had 35S points and nine assists, Peyton

Watson made the tiebreaking jumper with
39 seconds left and visiting Denver beat
New Orleans.

Trey Murphy III scored 31 points for the
Pelicans, who lost for the 11th time in 12
games.

Lakers 141, Hawks 116: LeBron James
had 31 points. 10 assists and nine rebounds,
and host Los Angeles emphatically snapped
its three-game skid with a victory over At-
lanta.

Nickeil Alexander-Walker scored 26
points and CJ McCollum had 25 for the
Hawks, who had won on the first two stops
of their West Coast road trip.

Warriors 119, Trail Blazers 97: Jimmy
Butler scored 16 points, capitalizing on Ste-
phen Curry’s sharp passing night that fea-
tured 11 assists, and host Golden State ran
away from short-handed Portland.

Shaedon Sharpe scored 19 points and Ca-
leb Love 17 and seven assists for the Trail
Blazers.
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Lightning top Penguins for 11th straight win

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Nikita Ku-
cherov scored the deciding goal
in the shootout and the Tampa
Bay Lightning beat the Pitts-
burgh Penguins 2-1 on Tuesday
night for their 11th straight win.

J.J. Moser scored in regula-
tion and Andrei Vasilevskiy had
26 saves for Tampa Bay, which
has not lost since a 2-1 defeat at
home against Los Angeles on
Dec. 18. Three of the the Light-
ning’s wins during the streak
have come after regulation.

Tampa Bay moved into first
place in the Atlantic Division,
one point ahead of Detroit,
which lost 3-0 at Boston.

Evgeni Malkin scored for
Pittsburgh and Arturs Silovs
had 30 saves. The Penguins lost
their third straight (0-2-1) since
a six-game win streak.

Gage Goncalves scored for the
Lightning in the second round of
the tiebreaker, and Egor China-
kov tied it for Pittsburgh on its at-
tempt in the third round. Kuche-
rov then won it for Tampa Bay.

Moser gave the Lightning a
1-0 lead with S:47 remaining in
the third period. Yanni Gourde
brought the puck up the right
side and put a shot at Silovs that
the goalie caught against his
pad. The puck rolled out and lay
in front, however, as Moser
skated up and knocked it in.

Malkin tied it with 2:16 left as
he fired it past Vasilevskiy from
the inside edge of the right cir-
cle for his 10th of the season.

Senators 2, Canucks 1: Ar-
tem Zub and Jordan Spence’s
first-period goals, scored 15 sec-
onds apart, were enough to lead
host Ottawa over struggling
Vancouver.

Leevi Merilainen had a solid
outing making 18 saves for the
Senators, who snapped a four-
game losing streak.

The Canucks have now lost
eight straight (0-6-2) and are in
the midst of their longest road
trip of the season, a six-game
stretch that wraps up Thursday
in Columbus. They’re currently
0-S.

Elias Pettersson scored goal
for Vancouver, while Kevin
Lankinen stopped 38 shots.

Blue Jackets 5, Flames 3:
Boone Jenner scored with 1:34
remaining, Charlie Coyle had
two goals and an assist, and Rick
Bowness won his debut as Co-
lumbus’ coach in a victory over
visiting Calgary.

Jenner, the Blue Jackets’
captain, ripped a snap shot
from the left faceoff circle and
past the glove of Flames goal-
tender Dustin Wolf for his
eighth goal of the season. Jen-
ner also had an assist and got in-
to a fight in the second period,
giving him the Gordie Howe hat
trick.

Zach Werenski had a goal and
an assist, giving him a pointin 16
straight home games, the sec-
ond-longest streak in franchise
history. Dante Fabbro also
scored for Columbus and Jet
Greaves stopped 29 shots.

Mikael Backlund and Morgan
Frost each had a goal and an as-
sist for Calgary. Rasmus Ander-
son also scored, while Connor
Zary and Yegor Sharangovich
had two assists apiece. Wolf had
38 saves.

Blues 3, Hurricanes 0: Joel
Hofer made 33 saves as host St.
Louis snapped a three-game
losing streak by shutting out
Carolina.

Nick Bjugstad, Dalibor Dvor-
sky and Jimmy Snuggerud
scored for the Blues. Hofer
notched his fourth shutout of the
season.

Brandon Bussi made 28 saves
for the Hurricanes. It was only
the third regulation loss for Bus-
siin 20 career games (16-3-1).

Carolina was shutout for the
first time this season and had its
five-game points streak come to
an end.

Predators 4, Oilers 3 (OT):
Roman Josi scored his second
goal of the game at 3:43 of over-
time, and host Nashville beat
Edmonton.

Stamkos gave the Predators a
1-0 lead 2:4S into the game, and
Hyman tied it on the man ad-

vantage with 2:54 remaining in
the first. McDavid’s assist on
the play extended his point
streak to 20 games. He has 19
goals and 27 assists over that
span.

Nashville regained the lead at
3:03 of the second when Haula
collected a rebound in front and
beat Jarry with a backhand just
underneath the crossbar.

The Oilers are 3-0-2 in their
last five.

Jets 5, Islanders 4: Adam
Lowry and Kyle Connor each
had a goal and an assist, and
host Winnipeg beat New York.

Kyle MacLean, Emil Heine-
man, Anthony Duclair and Mat-
thew Schaefer scored for the Is-
landers, who fell to 6-3-1 in their
last 10 games. Ilya Sorokin fin-
ished with 17 saves.

DeMelo gave the Jets a 4-3
lead with 7:37 remaining in the
second period as he scored on a
screened shot from the blue
line.

Lowry made it atwo-goal lead
with 20 seconds to go in the mid-
dle period, as he deflected Neal
Pionk’s point shot past Sorokin.

Mammoth 6, Maple Leafs 1:
Dylan Guenther had two goals
and an assist, Jack McBain add-
ed a goal and two assists, and
host Utah beat Toronto.

Daniil But, JJ Peterka and
Michael Carcone each had a
goal and an assist, Ian Cole each
had two assists and Barrett
Hayon added an assist for the
Mammoth, who extended their
point streak to 4-0-1. Karel Vej-
melka had 19 saves while get-
ting his NHL-leading 21st win.

Calle Jarnkrok scored as the
Maple Leafs snapped a four
game win streak and a 10-game
point streak. Dennis Hildeby
finished with 34 saves.

Peterka made it a four-goal
lead with 4'2 minutes remain-
ing in the second before Jarnk-
rok spoiled Vejmelka’s shutout
bid 3:30 into the third.

Ducks 3, Stars 1: Chris
Kreider and Beckett Sennecke
scored goals, Lukas Dostal sur-
vived a barrage of shots in the fi-

nal minutes and host Anaheim
beat Dallas to snap a nine-game
skid.

Jacob Trouba also scored for
the Ducks, and Dostal stopped
24 shots — many of them from
point-blank range after Dallas
pulled the goalie twice in the fi-
nal minutes. Anaheim was 0-8-1
since a 4-1 win against Colum-
bus on Dec. 20.

Roope Hintz scored for the
Stars and Casey DeSmith had
22 saves. Dallas lost for the
fourth time in six games (2-2-2).

The Ducks had given up five
goals or more in each of their
last five games, and they played
one of the NHL’s best teams
without their three top point
scorers in Leo Carlsson, Troy
Terry and Cutter Gauthier, who
sat out because of injury or ill-
ness.

Capitals 3, Canadiens 2 (OT):
Connor McMichael scored with
37.6 seconds remaining in over-
time to lift host Washington
over Montreal.

The Capitals trailed 2-0 enter-
ing the third period before tying
it on a pair of goals by Ethen
Frank. After they failed to score
on an overtime power play, Can-
adiens goalie Samuel Montem-
beault left a rebound on Dylan
Strome’s shot and McMichael
was able to stuff it home.

Josh Anderson and Brendan
Gallagher scored for Montreal.

Bruins 3, Red Wings 0: Jere-
my Swayman stopped 24 shots
for his first shutout of the sea-
son, and host Boston beat De-
troit.

Mark Kastelic scored for the
Bruins, who have won four
straight and six of their last sev-
en games. Kastelic sealed the
win with an empty-netter with
3:59 to go.

Cam Talbot finished with a
season high-tying 38 saves for
the Red Wings, who snapped a
four-game win streak and lost in
regulation for just the third time
in 13 games (9-3-1). Detroit also
dropped into second place in the
Atlantic Division — one point
behind Tampa Bay.
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