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Armed US troops begin border mission

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Marines on Monday began to
hang temporary barriers along
a wall in San Ysidro, Calif.,
marking the U.S. border with
Mexico as an Air Force flight
crew prepared to take off from
Fort Bliss, Texas, to Ecuador
with the military’s fourth plane-
load of deported migrants.

The efforts are part of the
military’s fulfillment of an ex-
ecutive order signed just more
than a week ago by President
Donald Trump to make border
security a top priority of the De-
fense Department.

The S00 Marines in Califor-
nia were the first active-duty
troops deployed for the mis-
sion, which has climbed from
1,500 to 1,600 in the past week,
according to a spokesperson for
U.S. Northern Command, the
military combatant command
leading the mission.

The remaining troops —

pulled from Army units across
the country — have first
stopped in El Paso, Texas, and
San Diego to begin learning
about the mission before mov-
ing to various locations in the
southwest, NORTHCOM said
Tuesday.

About 750 troops had arrived
at Fort Bliss, an Army post in El
Paso, as of Tuesday, according
to base officials. The base is of-
ten used by the Army to pre-
pare and deploy service mem-
bers and is supporting the stag-
ing of equipment and materials
that will go with soldiers to the
border.

Those soldiers and Marines
will carry their service weap-
ons with them for self-defense,
NORTHCOM said. Photos re-
leased Monday showed soldiers
arriving from bases including
Fort Campbell, Ky., and Joint
Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.,
dressed in full combat gear and
helmets and carrying M-4 ri-

fles.

“The decision to arm military
members is based on particular
security situations. As of right
now, none of the forces moving
to the border are intended to be
used for law enforcement,” ac-
cording to NORTHCOM.

Customs and Border Protec-
tion will choose where troops
are sent along the 1,950 miles of
border that covers four states,
the command said. They join
about 2,500 National Guard
troops already deployed to the
border and will join a mission
that began in 2018 during
Trump’s first term as presi-
dent.

Filling a support role for Cus-
toms and Border Protection,
troops conduct vehicle mainte-
nance, light construction, trans-
portation, and observation and
detection from the ground and
air.

Mark Cancian, a senior ad-
viser with the Washington-

based think tank Center for
Strategic and International
Studies, wrote Monday that
these actions have become
common in the past 30 years.
However, if the mission scales
to higher troop levels — such as
the 10,000 that the Pentagon
confirmed defense officials are
discussing — that would be un-
precedented, he said.

“President Trump sent
troops to the border to empha-
size its importance. Other pres-
idents have done the same.
However, it would be a mistake
for the military to take over this
mission. Stopping criminals is a
law enforcement activity for
which the military is poorly
suited. Military personnel are
trained and equipped to destroy
enemy forces,” Cancian said.

For the deportation flights,
the Air Force conducted three
last week to Guatemala, and
NORTHCOM said the flights
will continue as needed.

Milley loses his security protections and clearance

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense
Secretary Pete Hegsethis pulling
the security protections and clea-
rance of retired Joint Chiefs
chairman Army Gen. Mark Mil-
ley, and has ordered the Penta-
gon’s inspector general to review
Milley’s actions while serving as
the nation’s top uniformed officer
to determine if ademotion is war-
ranted, two defense officials con-
firmed late Tuesday.

The inspector general review
will include “an inquiry into the
facts and circumstances sur-
rounding Gen Milley’s conductso
that the Secretary may deter-
mine whether it is appropriate to
reopen his military grade review
determination,” said Pentagon

spokesman John Ullyot.

“The Secretary informed Gen-
eral Milley today that he is revok-
ing the authorization for his se-
curity detail and suspending his
security clearance as well,” he
said.

Milley served as chairman
during President Donald
Trump’s first term in office.
While the relationship initially
went well, it soured deeply and
fast, as Milley tried to advise and
contain the president on a host of
issues.

He pushed back on the presi-
dent’s interest in using force do-
mestically to quell protesters af-
terthe death of George Floyd, and
was at the center of a controversy
in 2021 when he made indepen-

dent calls to his Chinese counter-
part. Trump called the callsan act
of treason, but at the time Milley
said the calls were routine and
part of the scope of his job.

Milley in his final days as chair-
man after Trump had left office
was equally outspoken about his
formerboss. He said athis official
retirement ceremony, “We don’t
take anoathtoakingoraqueenor
to a tyrant or a dictator. And we
don’t take an oath to a wannabe
dictator.”

“We don’t take an oath to an in-
dividual. We take an oath to the
Constitution, and we take an oath
to the idea that is America, and
we’re willing to die to protect it,”
he said at the time.

Hegseth’s chief of staff Joe

Kasper said that the decision to
strip Milley of his clearance and
detail was taken because “under-
mining the chain of command is
corrosive to our national security,
and restoring accountability is a
priority for the Defense Depart-
ment under President Trump’s
leadership.”

The moves, which were first
reported by Fox News, may also
include taking down Milley’s Ar-
my chief of staff portrait. Milley’s
chairman portrait was stripped
from the wall just hours after
Trump was sworn in. The por-
traits were both paid for by a do-
nation from the Association of the
United States Army, not taxpayer
dollars and were a gift to Milley
honoring his service.
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Booting trans troops is no simple task

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump has launched his
second bid to oust all transgen-
der troops from the military,
and once again it will be headed
to the courts to sort it out.

Although the new order will
affect only a tiny fraction of
America’s 2.1 million service
members, it has taken on over-
sized importance to Trump and
his administration, who see
transgender forces as a sign the
military is “woke” or not fo-
cused on training and winning
wars.

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth, before he took the job,
wrote in his book “War on War-
riors” that “for the recruits, for
the military, and primarily for
the security of the country,
transgender people should nev-
er be allowed to serve. It’s that
simple.”

Trump’s order to push out
transgender troops, issued late
Monday night, was instantly
condemned by an array of activ-
ist groups as exceptionally egre-
gious and ultimately harmful to

military readiness. They say
transgender people have been
serving successfully for years,
including openly on and off for
the past decade.

Here’s a look at what it all
means and the confusing duel
over the ban for the past decade.

What does the order say?

Trump’s order essentially
says that anyone who is diag-
nosed with gender dysphoria —
the distress someone feels when
their assigned sex and gender
identity don’t match — cannot
serve in the military. It gives the
defense secretary 60 days to up-
date the medical standards for
enlistment and re-enlistment to
reflect that change. And it gives
Hegseth 30 days to lay out how
he plans to implement it all.

According to the order, “ex-
pressing a false ‘gender identi-
ty’ divergent from an individu-
al’s sex cannot satisfy the rigor-
ous standards necessary for
military service.” It says the
hormonal and surgical needs in-
volved in taking on a different
gender identity “conflicts with a
soldier’s commitment to an hon-

orable, truthful, and disciplined
lifestyle.”

It concludes that, “A man’s
assertion that he is a woman,
and his requirement that others
honor this falsehood, is not con-
sistent with the humility and
selflessness required of a ser-
vice member.”

The order also zeroes in on
the heady bathroom issue.

On his first day in office
Trump issued an executive or-
der that he said would “restore
biological truth” to the federal
government by eliminating the
word “gender” and replacing it
with “sex.” He said the federal
government will only recognize
people based on their sex at the
time of conception based on
their “reproductive cell.”

His latest order expands on
that, saying the military will
“neither allow males to use or
share sleeping, changing, or
bathing facilities designated for
females, nor allow females to
use or share sleeping, changing,
or bathing facilities designated
for males.”

Now what?

The Pentagon has said in re-
centyears thatitisimpossible to
count the total number of trans-
gender troops. The military ser-
vices say there is no way to track
them and that much informa-
tion is limited due to medical
privacy laws. Estimates have
hovered between 9,000 and
12,000. But it will be very diffi-
cult for officials to identify
them, even as service members
worry about the hunt to root
them out.

“This casts an enormous sha-
dow on people that are getting
ready to go on a deployment for
six months overseas or, you
know, getting ready to go on a
combat mission,” said Sasha
Buchert, counsel for Lambda
Legal. “This is going to be ex-
tremely disruptive. And they’re
going to have to look over their
shoulder in fear of when the
next shoe will fall.”

Since transgender troops
have been able to serve openly
for a number of years, it’s pos-
sible their fellow unit members
or commanders know who some
of them are.

Navy issues

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Navy says internal
correspondence about the use
of generative Al has been misin-
terpreted as a specific ban
against DeepSeek Al Assistant,
a Chinese-developed program
that recently sent shockwaves

through the tech industry.
CNBC reported Tuesday that
an email sent to sailors on Fri-
day directed them to avoid us-
ing the app “in any capacity”
due to “potential security and
ethical concerns,” since the Al

model originates in China.
An unidentified Navy spokes-
person confirmed the email’s
authenticity, CNBC said, and

reminder on its generative Al policy

referenced an earlier Depart-
ment of Navy memorandum on
the use of generative Al.

However, Friday’s corre-
spondence was intended to re-
mind sailors that they’re pro-
hibited from using any “public-
ly accessible, open-source Al
programs or systems,” Cmdr.
Tim Hawkins, a Navy spokes-
man, told Stars and Stripes by
email Wednesday.

“DeepSeek was mentioned
[in the correspondence] as the
most recent example of how the
standing guidance applies,” he
wrote.

A memo issued in September
2023 cautions against the use of
Al in an operational setting un-

less security requirements
“have been fully investigated,
identified and approved for use
within  controlled environ-
ments.”

It further warns that Al learn-
ing models save all prompts and
that the use of proprietary or
sensitive information “poses a
unique security risk” that
“could lead to an inadvertent re-
lease of sensitive or classified
information.”

The most recent correspond-
ence was meant to remind sail-
ors about this memo, Hawkins
said.

The U.S. government views
China as the “most active and
persistent cyber threat to U.S.

Government, private-sector,
and critical infrastructure net-
works,” according to the Office
of the Director of National Intel-
ligence’s annual threat assess-
ment Feb. 5.

“If Beijing believed that a ma-
jor conflict with the United
States were imminent, it would
consider aggressive cyber oper-
ations against U.S. critical in-
frastructure and military as-
sets,” the report said.

DeepSeek released its AI As-
sistant on Jan. 10 and quickly
outpaced OpenAI’s ChatGPT by
becoming the No. 1 free app. It
had more than S million down-
loads from Google Play as of
Wednesday.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Study: DOD should update BAH calculations

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

The Pentagon should consider
changestoits Basic Allowance for
Housing methodology to better
insulate troops against swift
changes to the housing market
andbetterreflectthetypesofresi-
dences in which they choose to
live, a new study suggested.

Most troops surveyed by the
Defense Department in recent
years have reported monthly
BAH payments were sufficient,
yet the Rand Corp. study publish-
ed Monday found housing allow-
ance calculations would benefit
from localized adjustments to
better reflect the types of housing
that troops tend to choose around
their installations. The study also
found the data used to determine
BAH rates might not always re-
flect the best housing options for
service members, especially
when rent prices skyrocket, as
they did during the coronavirus
pandemic in 2020 and 2021.

“Overall, our analysis suggests
that,inmany ways, BAH is gener-
ally adequate for Army person-
nel, though not necessarily when

the housing market is changing
rapidly and dramatically, asithas
in recent years,” the Rand analy-
sts wrote in the 115-page report.

Rand completed the study last
year at the Army’s request, rely-
ing largely on data collected from
soldiers stationed at six stateside
posts — Fort Campbell, Ky.; Fort
Carson, Colo.; Fort Cavazos, Tex-
as; Fort Liberty,N.C.; Fort Moore,
Ga.; and Joint Base Myer-Hen-
derson Hall, Va., just outside
Washington, D.C. The analysts
noted despite using only Army
data, the BAH rates are set by the
Pentagon for the entire military,
and the analysts’ findings extend
to the other service branches.

BAH rates are calculated an-
nually based on a service mem-
ber’s geographic location, rank
and status of dependents, and
they are meant to cover some 95%
of housing costs for service mem-
bers, according to the Pentagon.
The methodology that the depart-
mentusestosetrateshasgoneun-
changed since 1998, according to
Rand.

The Pentagon pays BAH based
on six housing profiles for its ser-

vice members that range from a
one-bed apartment profile for an
E-4 — a specialist or corporal in
the Army — up to a four-bed-
room, single-family home for an
0-S — a lieutenant colonel in the
Army — or higher rank with de-
pendents. It sets BAH rates an-
nually based on acomplex metho-
dology meant to estimate the local
median rental places across 340
locations near military installa-
tions around the globe.

Rand analysts found — at the
six Army posts it studied in the
U.S.—service members general-
ly chosetolive close totheirinstal-
lations, but the vast majority also
chose to live in larger housing
units than their BAH profile sug-
gested.

Rand suggested the Pentagon
further study its BAH profiles
and consider adjusting how they
are determined.

“While [military] members are
not required to live in the profile
assigned to their grade and de-
pendency status, the small share
of soldiers living in the assigned
profile challenges the face validi-
ty of using these profiles to set

BAH rates for Army personnel in
these locations,” the analysts
wrote.

The study also found the Penta-
gon should look closely at how it
determines annual BAH rates
given the dramatic rise in rent
and housing costs in 2021 during
the coronavirus pandemic. That
year, as troops struggled to find
limited housing around installa-
tions, the Pentagon issued tem-
porary increases in BAH rates in
some ofthelocations that saw ren-
talrates rise 10% or more in amat-
ter of months.

Despite that temporary boost,
troops struggled to find adequate
housing around several military
posts,including Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Wash.; Fort Drum,
N.Y.; and Fort Irwin, Calif., offi-
cials said at the time.

In its study, Rand found BAH
calculations did not keep up with
the massive increases in rent
prices across the United States in
2021 and 2022, likely a result of a
problematic algorithm that had
not seen such a quick spike inren-
tal prices since it was introduced
in1998.

GAO: Cuts in training to aid Ukrainians affected readiness

By CAITLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — U.S. Army
troops in Germany scaled down
some training in favor of Ukrai-
nian forces and faced challenges
in keeping equipment functional,
according to a federal watchdog
report released Tuesday.

Some U.S. troops stationed in
Grafenwoehr, Germany, report-
edthey were negatively impacted
by scheduling conflicts, addition-
al equipment wear and tear, and
delaysin meeting their own train-
ing requirements while support-
ing the training of Ukrainian
troops, according to a Govern-
ment Accountability Office re-
port.Inafewinstances, U.S. train-
inghadtobe canceled ormovedto
sites in other countries to accom-
modate Ukrainian forces. Offi-

cials told the GAO that most units
completed training as planned,
but some training equipment that
isavailable at Grafenwoehr— for
gathering data and measure-
ments, for example — was not
available. Host nation require-
ments also led one battalion to
scale down its training.

Additionally, U.S. Army units
initially faced challenges training
Ukrainian forces because the De-
fense Department did not always
implement a total approach for
some defense materials and
weapons delivered under the
presidential drawdown author-
ity, which allows equipment to be
pulled from existing U.S. military
stocks and sent to Ukraine on an
emergency basis.

Between February 2022 and
April 2024, the Defense Depart-

ment trained Ukrainian military
personnel —mainly at U.S. train-
ing ranges in Germany — using
various security assistance proc-
esses.

“However, the expanded size,
scope, and speed of equipment
deliveries to Ukraine contributed
totraining challenges,” the report
read.

The Army units were generally
notified 18 days in advance about
the training requirements for ar-
riving equipment, which was not
sufficient time to plan that train-
ing for Ukrainian forces. Typical-
ly, units need 30 to 60 days to plan
and schedule such training, the
GAO said. The federal watchdog
was also told some equipment
items — such as Paladin tanks —
arrived late, in insufficient quan-
tities, and in some cases, were not

in working condition.

As a result, the training unit
needed additional time and re-
sources to repair the remaining
Paladins to use them for training,
according to officials.

The GAO recommended the
Pentagon require combatant
commands to identify resources
necessary for training when pro-
posing a security assistance pack-
age, including situations that re-
quire rapid execution.

Officials from three U.S. Army
units that served as trainers told
the GAO that challenges ulti-
mately did not significantly re-
duce readiness because they had
sufficient personnel, mainte-
nance resources, and technical
expertise available for the train-
ing mission from U.S. Army Eu-
rope and Affrica.
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RFK struggles with answers at his hearing

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a con-
tentious confirmation hearing
to be the nation’s top health offi-
cial, Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
struggled to answer questions
about how he would reform
Medicaid or Medicare, the gov-
ernment health care programs
used by millions of disabled,
poor and older Americans.

Republican Sen. Bill Cassidy
of Louisiana, a physician and
key vote Kennedy needs to win,
repeatedly pressed the nomi-

nee on Wednesday to share
ways he plans to reform Medi-
caid, a multibillion-dollar tax-
payer-funded program that
covers health care for about 80
million people, including chil-
dren. Republicans have said
they might need to make deep
cuts to Medicaid to fund Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s propos-
als.

Kennedy also inaccurately
claimed that Medicaid is fully
paid for by the federal govern-
ment — it’s not; states and fed-

eral taxpayers fund it. He also
said most Americans have pur-
chased a Medicare Advantage
plan, when only about 1 in 10
Americans have.

His misstatements about the
program were peppered in be-
tween suggestions that he
would seek to push privatiza-
tion of the programs, repeatedly
saying that most Americans like
private insurance and that they
dislike the government run ver-
sions of the programs.

Kennedy is seeking to lead a

$1.7 trillion department of
Health and Human Services
agency that will oversee vac-
cine recommendations as well
as food inspections, hospital
oversight and funding for hun-
dreds of community health
clinics.

Democrats homed in on his
vaccine commentary, with Sen.
Ron Wyden of Oregon pointing
out that Kennedy has previous-
ly claimed there’s “no safe” vac-
cine, initiating a back and forth
between him and Kennedy.

Trump offers federal employees ‘deferred resignation’

Bloomberg News

The White House announced
details Tuesday of a “deferred
resignation” offer it made to
federal employees that allows
them to resign with pay
through Sept. 30.

It is the latest step the Trump
administration has taken to re-
shape the federal workforce —
including ordering most feder-
al workers back to the office,
firing inspectors general at sev-
eral agencies and directing the
government to lay off staff
working on diversity, equity
and inclusion.

Federal workers who accept

the deferred resignation offer
will remain employed, retain
all pay and benefits and be ex-
empt from in-person work re-
quirements until their final re-
signation date of Sept. 30, ac-
cording to the Office of Person-
nel Management.

The deferred resignation let-
ter shared by the office sug-
gests that those who take the of-
fer could see their duties
changed — or be reassigned or
placed on leave — before their
resignation.

Under the offer, employees
can accelerate their resignation
date but not extend it. If a fed-

eral worker becomes eligible
for early or normal retirement
at any point before their resig-
nation date, they may also elect
to retire, according to the of-
fice.

The offer expires Feb. 6, ac-
cording to the office, and there
is no penalty for civil servants
who do not respond to the email
with the offer.

The announcement states
that the majority of federal
agencies will be downsized as
part of the Trump administra-
tion’s overhauls, likely through
furloughs and reclassifying em-
ployees to at-will status, which

would make them easier to fire.

Not all federal employees are
eligible. Agency heads may de-
termine carve-outs within their
agencies. Military personnel,
employees of the U.S. Postal
Service, and those in positions
related to immigration enforce-
ment and national security are
also exempt, according to the
Office of Personnel Manage-
ment.

Trump pledged on the cam-
paign trail to shrink the civil
service, which he and his allies
have cast as a liberal “deep
state” that disrupted his plans
during his first term.

Stampede at

Associated Press

PRAYAGRAJ, India — At
least 30 people were killed and
many more injured in a stam-
pede at the world’s largest reli-
gious gathering early Wednes-
day, police said, as millions of
pilgrims rushed to dip in sacred
waters during the Maha Kumbh
festival in northern India.

Police officer Vaibhav Krish-
na in Prayagraj city said anoth-
er 60 injured were rushed to
hospitals.

Wednesday was a sacred day
in the six-week Hindu festival,
and authorities expected a rec-

festival in India leads to deaths, injuries

ord 100 million devotees to en-
gage in a ritual bath at the con-
fluence of the Ganges, the Ya-
muna and the mythical Saras-
wati rivers. Hindus believe that
a dip at the holy site can cleanse
them of past sins and end the
process of reincarnation.

The stampede happened
when pilgrims tried to jump
barricades erected for a proces-
sion of holy men, Uttar Pradesh
state’s top elected official, Yogi
Adityanath, said in a televised
statement.

The event’s main draw is the
thousands of ash-smeared Hin-

du ascetics who make massive
processions toward the con-
fluence to bathe.

Indian authorities took more
than 16 hours to release casualty
figures, even as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi acknowledged
the loss of lives, calling the inci-
dent “extremely sad” and ex-
tending his condolences.

“Suddenly there was pushing
in the crowd, and we got
trapped. A lot of us fell down
and the crowd went uncon-
trolled,” the Press Trust of India
news agency quoted pilgrim Sa-
rojini as saying. “There was no

chance for escape, there was
pushing from all sides,” she
said.

Distressed families lined up
outside a makeshift hospital,
desperate for news of missing
loved ones. Clothes, blankets
and backpacks were strewn
around the site of the stampede.

Millions continued to throng
the 15-square mile pilgrimage
site despite the stampede, even
as police urged them over
megaphones to avoid the con-
fluence. Adityanath urged peo-
ple to take baths at other river-
banks instead.
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Man killed by a stray
hammer thrown at meet

c COLORADO

SPRINGS — An er-
rant weight thrown by a com-
petitor struck and killed a spec-
tator at a youth track and field
meet in Colorado, according to
officials at the university where
the competition was held.

The hammer in the hammer
throw event cleared certified
barriers before striking the man
Sunday morning at the Univer-
sity of Colorado’s Colorado
Springs campus, according to a
university statement.

Firefighters pronounced the
man dead at the scene. He ap-
parently had tried to shield his
wife and son from the ball,
KRDO-TV reported. The so-
called hammer in the hammer
throw event is actually a heavy
ball on a chain.

Authorities did not identify
the athlete or the man killed. He
was the father of a competitor
for the Colorado United Track
Club that hosted the event for
high school-age athletes from
around the state, according to
the station.

Man pardoned by Trump
fatally shot in traffic stop

I N RENSSELAER — An

Indiana man was fatal-
ly shot by a deputy during a traf-
fic stop just days after he was
pardoned by President Donald
Trump for a misdemeanor re-
lated to the 2021 U.S. Capitol
riot.

Matthew Huttle, 42, of Ho-
bart, was killed Sunday by a Jas-
per County sheriff’s deputy, au-
thorities said.

State police are investigating.
They said the deputy tried to ar-

rest Huttle when “an altercation
took place between the suspect
and the officer, which resulted
in the officer firing his weapon
and fatally wounding the sus-
pect.

“The investigation also shows
that during the traffic stop, the
suspect was in possession of a
firearm,” state police added.

In 2023, Huttle was sentenced
to six months in custody after
pleading guilty to entering a re-
stricted building, the U.S. Capi-
tol. He had traveled with his un-
cle to Washington to attend the
Jan. 6, 2021, pro-Trump rally.
Huttle was inside the Capitol for
16 minutes and recorded it on
video.

Quake rattles houses in
Maine, is felt states away

M SCARBOROUGH

— A 3.8-magnitude
earthquake centered near the
Maine coast rattled houses in
northern New England on Mon-
day and was felt by surprised
residents of states hundreds of
miles away.

The earthquake took place at
about 10:22 a.m. on Monday and
was centered about six miles
southeast of York Harbor in
southern Maine, the United
States Geological Survey re-
ported. It was reported at a
depth of about eight miles the
survey said.

Officials said the quake could
be felt in every state in New
England and as far away as
Pennsylvania. In southern
Maine, many residents report-
ed feeling houses and buildings
shake as the surprising earth-
quake interrupted a sunny win-
ter morning.

The Maine Emergency Man-
agement Agency asked resi-

dents to only call 911 in the event
of an emergency. The earth-
quake did not appear to cause
major damage, said Vanessa
Corson, a spokesperson for the
agency.

Prosecutors: Ex-trooper
shot himself, lied about it

NEW YORK — A for-

mer New York state
trooper has been arrested and
charged after prosecutors say
he shot himself in the leg and
then falsely claimed he was
wounded by an unknown gun-
man on a Long Island highway
last year.

Thomas Mascia shot himself
at Hempstead Lake State Park
then stashed the gun, drove to
the highway and called for help,
prosecutors said Monday.

Mascia was charged with offi-
cial misconduct, tampering
with evidence and falsifying
documents.

His parents, Dorothy and
Thomas, were also each
charged with criminal posses-
sion of a firearm as the .22- cali-
ber gun was discovered in their
West Hempstead bedroom, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

The three pleaded not guilty
and were released until their
next court date on Feb. S.

Prosecutors said in court fil-
ings Monday that Mascia, 27,
shot himself in an apparent bid
to gain attention and sympathy.
They also confirmed he was no
longer with the state police.

Person hurt in explosion,

nearby homes evacuated
wv CLARKSBURG —
One person was tak-

en to a hospital after an explo-
sion in a West Virginia neigh-
borhood and nearby homes

were evacuated, officials said.

The explosion happened Sun-
day in the Chestnut Hills com-
munity of Clarksburg and one
person had injuries that were
considered life-threatening, of-
ficials said in a social media
post.

Due to a gas leak, all residents
in a five-block radius were re-
quired to evacuate, Clarksburg
police said, warning that people
should avoid the area “at all
costs.”

Residents of that area were
not allowed to return Sunday,
the Harrison County Office of
Emergency Management said.

Police: Mom set house fire
that killed her daughter, 12

M GRAND RAPIDS —

A western Michigan
woman is accused of setting a
house fire that Kkilled her 12-
year-old daughter who was
trapped in a bedroom.

“This is a shockingly cruel,
unimaginable crime committed
by a mom against her three
kids,” Grand Rapids Police
Chief Eric Winstrom said.

The child died Monday night,
two days after the fire in Grand
Rapids. Two other children, ag-
es 7 and 10, survived.

Winstrom said the 46-year-
old mother removed smoke de-
tectors from the house and
poured lighter fluid before set-
ting the fire. She was outside
when police arrived.

Screams from inside the
house “will live on in our heads
for the rest of our lives,” Fire
Chief Brad Brown said Monday.

The mother was in custody
awaiting a court appearance.
Prosecutor Chris Becker said
mental health likely played a
role in the fire.

— From wire reports
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St. John’s has 1st perfect January since '85

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Rick Piti-
no joked that senior guard Kad-
ary Richmond was like a fine
wine.

“He keeps getting better with
age,” Pitino quipped. “And he’s
35

Even if he was 35 and not 23,
Richmond still would not have
been born the last time St.
John’s got through January
without a loss. That was 40
years agoin 1985 —the last time
the program reached the Final
Four.

The 15th-ranked Red Storm
are 7-0 since the New Year and
9-1 in Big East play for the first
time since the ’80s heyday un-
der late Hall of Fame coach Lou
Carnesecca, which doesn’t
come up much around the gym.

“I really don’t talk about the

’80s,” Pitino said after a 66-41
victory at Georgetown on Tues-
day night.

“I always toast Lou after ev-
ery game and say the same
thing to everybody: ‘Lou would
be proud of this team.” But I
don’t bring it up too much. I
don’t bring it up they’re the
most wins in January. I never
bring any of that up. That’s your
job. We really just do focus on
getting better. This team is get-
ting better and better.”

St. John’s has won three of the
past four without point guard
Deivon Smith, who has been
nursing a bruised right shoul-
der. Smith could return Satur-
day when Providence visits Ma-
dison Square Garden, and that
only makes the Red Storm more
dangerous.

“They’re doing really well

without him,” Georgetown
coach Ed Cooley said. “I don’t
know. I mean, I haven’t played
against them with him. It’s an-
other athlete on the floor, anoth-
er tenacious defender. They’'ve
played great without him.”

Cooley emphasized great,
and it’s hard to argue. Tied with
No. 9 Marquette atop the Big
East, St. John’s has outscored
opponents 519-423 during this
run, and that includes erasing a
16-point deficit in the second
half to beat Xavier in overtime
last week.

“It means a lot for us, but
we’re just taking it one game at a
time,” swingman Aaron Scott
said of winning seven straight.
“We’re not looking too far in the
future. We’re just going to pre-
pare for Providence and just get
ready for that game.”

Pitino called the game against
the Hoyas his team’s best de-
fense-offense performance of
the season. The lead got as big as
30, and it was over at halftime.

He told players in the locker
room that he’d only coached one
team that “could go out in the
second half, play it 0-0 and dom-
inate” — Kentucky in 1996 on
the way to a national title. St.
John’sis not there yet, and that’s
OK to Pitino.

“I’'m proud of these guys,” he
said. “I think the best quality
that we have is we’re humble.
We just keep playing hard. We
don’t think we’re great. We as-
pire to be great, but we don’t be-
lieve we're great. We under-
stand that anybody can beat us.”

They just haven’t in a long
time, and March Madness is
right around the corner.

No. 7 Michigan State rolls to its 13th straight victory

Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. —
Tre Holloman scored all 12 of
his points in the first half, Jaden
Akins had 10 of his 12 after half-
time and No. 7 Michigan State
routed Minnesota 72-S1 on
Tuesday night.

The Spartans (18-2, 9-0 Big
Ten) have won 13 straight
games for the first time since
the 2018-19 season that ended
with Hall of Fame coach Tom
Izzo’s eighth and most recent
Final Four appearance.

The Golden Gophers (11-10,
3-7) had won three straight Big
Ten games, including victories
over then-No. 1S Oregon and
then-No. 20 Michigan.

Dawson Garcia scored 21
points for Minnesota but didn’t
get much help. The Gophers
didn’t have another player with
more than eight.

No. 12 Kentucky 78, No. 8
Tennessee 73: Koby Brea
scored 18 points to lead the vis-
iting Wildcats past the Volun-
teers.

Jaxson Robinson added 17

points for Kentucky (15-5, 4-3
SEC), which snapped a two-
game skid. Otega Oweh scored
14 and Amari Williams had 10
points and 15 rebounds.

Igor Milicic led Tennessee
(17-4, 4-4) with 19 points and
nine rebounds. Chaz Lanier
scored 1S and Zakai Zeigler add-
ed 13.

No. 9 Marquette 78, Butler
69: Stevie Mitchell scored 10 of
his career-high 22 points during
a key five-minute stretch in the
second half, helping the Golden
Eagles overcome Kam Jones’
foul trouble to beat the host
Bulldogs.

Marquette (18-3,9-1 Big East)
won its third straight to stay tied
with No. 1S St. John’s atop the
league standings despite losing
Jones, their best player, for
nearly 10 minutes after drawing
his fourth foul with 13:32 to play.
Jones finished with 17 points.

Jahmyl Telfort scored 24
points for Butler (9-12, 2-8). Pa-
trick McCaffery added 12 as the
Bulldogs lost for the 10th time in
12 games.

No. 11 Kansas 91, UCF 87:
Zeke Mayo scored 24 points, in-
cluding a pair of clinching free
throws with 3.1 seconds left, and
the host Jayhawks rallied to
beat the Knights and avoid their
first back-to-back losses in Al-
len Fieldhouse in 36 years.

Hunter Dickinson added 24
points and Flory Bidunga had 10
points and 11 rebounds for Kan-
sas (15-5, 6-3 Big 12), which was
coming off a double-overtime
loss to sixth-ranked Houston.

UCF (13-7, 4-S), which got 34
points from Keyshawn Hall and
19 from Darius Johnson, led by
nine early in the second half be-
fore Kansas used a 12-2 run to
take its first lead since midway
through the first half.

No. 13 Texas A&M 75, Okla-
homa 68: Zhuric Phelps had 15
points, Henry Coleman III add-
ed 14 and the Aggies held on for
a victory over the visiting Soon-
ers.

Texas A&M (16-5, 5-3 South-
eastern Conference) led by four
with about 22 minutes left
when a three-point play by

Wade Taylor IV extended the
lead to 68-61.

Brycen Goodine scored all
five Oklahoma points in a S5-2
spurt that cut it to 70-66 with
less than a minute to go. Cole-
man then made four free throws
to secure the win.

Goodine had 24 points for the
Sooners (15-5, 2-5), who had
won two in a row after dropping
their first four conference
games. Jalon Moore scored 22.

No. 21 Louisville 72, Wake
Forest 59: Terrence Edwards
Jr. scored 18 points as the host
Cardinals cruised to a victory
over the Demon Deacons.

A 12-0 run midway through
the first half gave Louisville
(16-5, 9-1 Atlantic Coast Confe-
rence) a 26-11 lead with 8:26 left
and it led by 29 in the second
half.

Hunter Salis, who came in
third in the ACC with 18.9 points
per game, scored 13 for Wake
Forest (15-6, 7-3) before he was
ejected with 14:47 remaining af-
ter picking up his second tech-
nical foul.
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Johnston,

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Wyatt John-
ston scored 20 seconds into
overtime to complete a natural
hat trick and rally the Dallas
Stars to a 4-3 victory Tuesday
night over the Vegas Golden
Knights.

It was Johnston’s second ca-
reer hat trick as the Stars
erased a 3-1 second-period def-
icit and won for the fourth time
in five games. He also had a hat
trick March S of last season at
San Jose.

Mavrik Borque scored the
other Dallas goal, Roope Hintz
had two assists and Jake Oettin-
ger made 2S5 saves.

Jack Eichel and Pavel Doro-
feyev each had a goal and an as-
sist for the Golden Knights, To-
mas Hertl scored a goal and
Mark Stone had two assists.
Adin Hill finished with 25
saves.

Stars defenseman Miro Heis-
kanen went to the locker room
in the third period after Stone
fell toward his left knee and
thigh while possibly getting
tripped. Stone was assessed a 2-
minute tripping penalty.

“I coached Mark Stone,” Dal-
las coach Pete DeBoer said.
“He’s not a dirty player. He’s
not trying to hurt anybody. I

Stars push past Knights in 0T

know that. That doesn’t mean
they can’t call a S(-minute ma-
jor) or at least look at it. That
was my argument.”

Sabres 7, Bruins 2: Tage
Thompson and JJ Peterka each
had a hat trick and an assist to
lead host Buffalo over Boston.

Thompson and Peterka be-
came the first pair to score a hat
trick in the same game for the
Sabres since 2008.

Mason Lohrei and Brad Mar-
chand scored and Jeremy
Swayman made 26 saves for the
Bruins, who have won five of
their past eight games following
a six-game winless streak.

Zach Benson also scored for
Buffalo and Ukko-Pekka Luuk-
konen made 26 saves.

Jets 4, Canadiens 1: Kyle
Connor scored twice and Con-
nor Hellebuyck made 24 saves
as visiting Winnipeg beat Mon-
treal for its fourth win in a row.

Mark Scheifele also scored
and Rasmus Kupari added an
empty-net goal. Gabriel Vilardi
provided two assists.

Juraj Slafkovsky gave the
Canadiens an early lead and
Sam Montembeault stopped 20
shots, but Montreal lost its third
consecutive game after winning
10 of its previous 13.

Blackhawks 4, Lighining 1:

Connor Bedard scored from a
seemingly impossible angle,
Arvid Soderblom stopped 34
shots and visiting Chicago beat
Tampa Bay.

Landon Slaggert, Ryan Dona-
to and Teuvo Teravainen also
scored for the Blackhawks, who
won for just the third time in 18
games this season when trailing
after the first period.

The 19-year-old Bedard
sparked Chicago on a power
play midway through the sec-
ond. He drifted to near the bot-
tom of the right circle before fir-
ing a shot through a tiny win-
dow that got past goaltender Jo-
nas Johansson and hit the left
post for his 14th goal of the sea-
son.

Hurricanes 4, Rangers O:
Andrei Svechnikov scored
twice and added an assist, Fre-
derik Andersen made 22 saves,
and visiting Carolina beat New
York.

Sebastian Aho and Seth Jar-
vis also scored for the Hurri-
canes, who won for the fifth
time in their last six games. The
Rangers lost their second in a
row after earning points in 10
straight games.

The shutout was Andersen’s
first this season and the 28th of
his career. He has won three

straight since his return after
knee surgery to improve to 6-
1-0.

Islanders 5, Avalanche 2: Si-
mon Holmstrom scored twice
and added an assist, and Ilya So-
rokin made 30 saves to lead host
New York to a win over Colora-
do.

Bo Horvat, Anders Lee and
Alexander Romanov  also
scored for the Islanders, who
have won five in a row.

Capitals 3, Flames 1: Logan
Thompson made 32 saves,
Pierre-Luc  Dubois, Dylan
Strome and Aliaksei Protas
scored goals, and visiting Wash-
ington beat Calgary.

Blake Coleman scored on the
power play for the Flames and
Dustin Wolf had 20 stops.

Ducks 6, Kraken 4: Mason
McTavish scored the tying goal
early in the second period and
assisted on Robby Fabbri’s go-
ahead goal 4:35 later, sending
visiting Anaheim to a victory
over Seattle.

Troy Terry, Cutter Gauthier,
Jackson LaCombe and Frank
Vatrano also scored for the
Ducks, who took the lead for
good with three goals in the first
eight minutes of the second.
Anaheim has won three straight
after losing seven of eight.

Wild’s Kaprizov needs surgery for lower-body injury

Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Minnesota Wild star
Kirill Kaprizov needs surgery on the linger-
ing lower-body injury he recently returned
from and will be sidelined for at least a
month.

General manager Bill Guerin said during
practice Tuesday that Kaprizov is expected
to be back with the team later this season,
but the Wild must again compensate for the
absence of their leading scorer and popular
teammate.

“Kirill was having a Hart Trophy-type
season. It’s disappointing for him. It’s dis-
appointing for us, too, but we’ve put our-
selves in a good position in the standings
with the way we’re playing, and we just
need to deal with the situation. It’s not the

end of the world,” Guerin said. “We’re going
to keep playing and continue to get better,
and when Kirill’s healthy and all healed up,
he’ll be back and we’ll be even better.”
The impact of Kaprizov’s absence will be
stemmed a bit by the two-week break on the
NHL schedule next month for the 4 Nations
Face-Off tournament. If Kaprizov were to
return in four weeks, for example, he’d only
miss 10 games. But Minnesota will certainly
take another cautious approach to the re-
covery of its 27-year-old left wing, who has
23 goals and 29 assists in 37 games.
“Kirill’s very upset. Kirill is such a team-
focused guy, and I think with what he has,
he knows he could probably get by in games
and try to help the team. Him at 60% is bet-
ter than most players in the league, but he

wants to be 100% and help us play as long as
we can this year, and I agree with him,”
Guerin said. “I don’t think it’s the best thing
for a player to try to gut it out in this situa-
tion, because I think you leave yourself open
to other injuries. I think the best thing to do
is to shut him down right now for a little
while, fix the problem and then get him
back to 100%.”

After missing 12 games over a month of
inaction, Kaprizov rejoined the Wild last
week. He played in three games, but he was
not himself.

“Even on the bench at times, he was
struggling to get through it,” coach John
Hynes said. “He did, and we did everything
we could to see if it would work for him, but
it didn’t.”
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Maxey scores 43 points, 76ers top Lakers

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Tyrese
Maxey scored 43 points tolead a
Philadelphia 76ers team with-
out injured Joel Embiid and
Paul George to a 118-104 victory
over the Los Angeles Lakers on
Tuesday night.

Last season’s NBA Most Im-
proved Player, Maxey contin-
ued his recent scoring streak as
hetried tokeep the Sixers within
striking distance of the play-in
tournament. Maxey had aver-
aged 30.4 points over the past 10
games and he blew past the
mark in the third quarter, finish-
ing with 41 headed into the
fourth.

Mazxey hit four 3-pointers and
made 15 of 26 shots overall from
the floor. He extended his ca-

reer-best streak of 25-point
games to 11 straight to the de-
light of a handful of NFC cham-
pion Eagles who sat courtside.

LeBron James scored 31
points for the Lakers. Anthony
Davis left Los Angeles without a
key cog when he was forced out
in the first half with an abdom-
inal muscle strain.

Rockets 100, Hawks 96: Ja-
len Green scored 12 of his 25
points in the third quarter and
Houston avoided a late collapse
to win at Atlanta.

Alperen Sengun added 18
points and 10 rebounds for the
Rockets, who led 96-80 after
Green’ssteal and layup with 5:41
left before the Hawks closed
within two in the final minute.

Dillon Brooks and Amen

Thompson each scored 11 points
for Houston, which earned its
fourth straight win.

Trae Young had 21 points and
nine assists for Atlanta, which
dropped its sixth straight.

Warriors 114, Jazz103: Den-
nis Schroder scored 23 points
with five 3-pointers, Brandin
Podziemski contributed 20 off
the bench with Stephen Curry
sitting out to rest his trouble-
some knees, and host Golden
State beat Utah.

Collin Sexton matched his
season high with 30 points on 12-
for-19 shooting for the Jazz, who
lost their seventh straight game
and 10th of 11 overall.

Andrew Wiggins added 19
points and the Warriors capital-
ized with 12 first-quarter points

off Utah’s six turnoversand 26in
all from Jazz miscues.

Podziemski also had seven re-
bounds and six assists, helping
carry the point-guard load with-
out Curry. Kevon Looney
grabbed 11 rebounds.

Trail Blazers 125, Bucks
112: Deni Avdija scored a sea-
son-high 30 points and host Port-
land bested former Trailer Blaz-
er Damian Lillard with a victory
over Milwaukee.

Anfernee Simons added 25
points for Portland, which has
won five of'its past six. The Blaz-
ers led by 19 in the final quarter.

Giannis Antetokounmpo had
39 points and 12 rebounds forthe
Bucks, whohad won nine of their
last 11 but were playing their
third game in four nights.

Scheffler details injury, is eager to get back to golt

Associated Press

PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. —
Scottie Scheffler felt frustrated
sitting at home for two tourna-
ments he normally plays while
recovering from glass punctur-
ing the palm of his right hand
while making ravioli. A big
part of him was thankful the
injury wasn’t worse.

Scheffler went into detail
Tuesday about how he injured
his hand making Christmas
dinner, and how he practiced
hard early last week in cold
weather in Dallas to feel confi-
dent he wasn’t returning to the
PGA Tour too soon.

He makes his season debut
at the AT&T Pebble Beach
Pro-Am, the second $20 mil-
lion signature event with an
80-man field, including ama-
teur partners for the opening
two rounds at Pebble Beach
and Spyglass Hill.

Scheffler played Cypress
Point on Monday and Pebble
Beach on Tuesday, without a
bandage and swinging as free-
ly as ever.

As for the fateful dinner?

Scheffler said he and his

family wanted to make ravioli
from scratch, so they rolled the
dough but were in a rental
house and didn’t have the right
tools to cut the pasta. He found
a wine glass, and that’s when
the trouble began.

“I had my hand on top and it
broke,” he said. “I've heard
nothing but horror stories
since this happened about
wine glasses, so be careful. ... It
broke and the stem kind of got
me in the hand. I can’t live in a
bubble, like I’ve got to live my
life and accidents happen.

“It could have been a lot
worse,” he said. “I actually
talked to somebody who did
the exact same thing and the
stem went straight through
their hand. It’s one of those
deals where immediately after
it happened I was mad at my-
self because I was like, ‘Gosh,
that’s so stupid.’” But you just
don’t think about it when
you’re in the moment.”

It was one of the few mis-
takes Scheffler made all year.

Rory Mcllroy, in his 18th full
season as a pro, said Scheffler
stood out in 2024 beyond his

seven PGA Tour titles, his sec-
ond green jacket and the
Olympic gold medal.

“I’ve never — this is anyone,
this is Tiger, this is in the histo-
ry of golf — I don’t think I've
ever seen a golfer play as
many bogey-free rounds as
Scottie,” Mcllroy said. “He just
doesn’t make mistakes. He
plays the right shot at the right
time over and over and over
again.”

Mcllroy had another reac-
tion when asked what he
thought when heard the news
of Scheffler suffering the inju-
ry while preparing dinner. He
jokingly replied, “I think he
made enough money to hire a
chef. It’s like, ‘Why are cooking
yourself?””

“I've got a chef. Her name’s
Meredith,” Scheffler said with
a laugh, referring to his wife.
“She’s pretty cute.”

Scheffler had a tiny, clear
bandage over the spot where
he had surgery to remove the
shards of glass — upper palm,
right below the middle finger,
and that’s as demonstrative as
he got.

Scheffler had to miss The
Sentry at Kapalua, a tourna-
ment he enjoys because it al-
lows him to shake off rust he
might have accumulated over
the holidays. He also missed
The American Express in the
California desert, another tour-
nament he enjoys playing be-
cause it has good weather and
gives him an indicator of his
game. Palm Springs is about
birdies, not his best brand of
golf.

“Missing those events is not
fun,” Scheffler said.

Scheffler watched more golf
than usual, including a pack-
age of video of his wins. He al-
so watched the tournaments he
was missing.

“It was definitely still frus-
trating watching golf on TV
and not being able to play,” he
said.

Scheffler didn’t decide until
Friday to enter Pebble Beach.
He said he made an effort to
hit a lot of golf balls early last
week, wanting to push himself
hard to make sure there were
no issues when he got to a tour-
nament.
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