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US to expand access in Philippines

The Washington Post

The U.S. military is poised to secure ex-
panded access to key bases in the Philip-
pines on the heels of a significant revamp of
U.S. force posture in Japan — developments
that reflect the allies’ concern with an in-
creasingly fraught security environment in
the region and a desire to deepen alliances
with the United States, according to U.S. and
Philippine officials.

While negotiations are still ongoing, an an-
nouncement is expected as soon as this week
when Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin meets
in Manila with his counterpart and then with
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

The expansion involves access to Philip-
pine military bases, likely including two on
the northernisland of Luzon—which, analy-
sts said, could give U.S. forces a strategic po-
sition from which to mount operations in the
eventof aconflictin Taiwan or the South Chi-
na Sea. They will also facilitate cooperation
on a range of security concerns, including
more rapid responses to natural disasters
and climate-related events.

Extensive work has been done over the
last few months in the Philippines to assess
and evaluate various sites, and at least two of
them have been pinned down, said a State
Department official, who like other officials
spoke on the condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to speak about the
deliberations.

A Philippine defense official said an

agreement for the additional sites had “more
or less” been made but would be formalized
when the two defense secretaries meet.
Aides from the two offices were continuing
to iron out key details in recent days, and at
least two of the new sites are in Luzon, he
said.

U.S. national security adviser Jake Sulli-
van discussed the matter with his counter-
part Eduardo Afo last month as part of a
White House effort to step up cooperation
with Indo-Pacific allies, a U.S. official said.

The increased military cooperation with
the U.S. “bodes well for our defense pos-
ture,” said the Philippine official. But, he em-
phasized, the Philippines push to bolster its
security “isnotaimed at any particular coun-
try.”

Marcos “realizes the dynamics of the re-
gion at the moment and that the Philippines
really needsto step up,” said the official, add-
ing that the president has been closely mon-
itoring developments in the Taiwan Strait
and in the West Philippine Sea. “We’ve al-
ready gotincursions from multiple countries
and the tensions are still expected to rise.”

While expanded base access is alone not
the security linchpin for the region, “it’s a
pretty big deal,” said Gregory Poling, direc-
tor of the Southeast Asia program at the Cen-
ter for Strategic and International Studies.
“Thisis significant notjustin terms of what it
means for a Taiwan or South China Sea con-
tingency. This is a signal that the Philippines

are all in on modernizing the alliance, and
that they understand that a modern alliance
means they have responsibilities, too.”

The Philippines, once a U.S. territory, has
been a treaty ally since 1951. It hosted a mas-
sive U.S. presence after World War II, in-
cluding two of the largest American military
facilities overseas — an arrangement that
ended in 1991 when the Philippine Senate,
asserting the country’s sovereignty was be-
ing violated, forced the Americans to relin-
quish all U.S. bases to the Philippines.

The mutual defense arrangement was fur-
ther stressed under the administration of
former president Rodrigo Duterte, arguably
the most pro-Beijing and anti-American
president ever of the Philippines. Duterte
threatened to end the Visiting Forces Agree-
ment, which gave legal protections to U.S.
military in the Philippines.

But after Austin visited in the summer of
2021, and in the face of increasing Chinese
aggression in Philippine waters, Duterte
withdrew the threat.

The election of Marcos last year continued
awarming trend — President Joe Biden was
the first foreign leader to call to congratulate
him. But the deepening of the alliance, offi-
cials have said, is rooted in a recognition that
the region is becoming a more dangerous
place. In November, for instance, the Chi-
nese Coast Guard forcibly seized Chinese
rocket debris being towed by the Philippine
Navy near one of the Philippine-held islands.

US hypersonic missile passes 4th test, exceeds Mach 5

ByPuIiLLIP WALTER WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

The United States successfully tested an-
other hypersonic missile, bringing the mil-
itary a step closer to having an operational
version of the weapon in its arsenal, devel-
opers said.

Hypersonic missiles travel at least five
times the speed of sound and are being de-
veloped to strike targets from extremely
long distances on short notice.

The U.S. has been under pressure to es-
tablish its hypersonic capabilities after Chi-
nese and Russian announcements of suc-

cessful tests and growing concern that its
program is lagging behind those of its ad-
versaries.

Completed in January at an unspecified
location, the test was part of a project known
as the Hypersonic Air-breathing Weapons
Concept, or HAWC, developed by the Air
Force and the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency, a DARPA statement Mon-
day said.

HAWC missiles use air-breathing en-
gines to stay aloft, allowing them to fly at
lower altitudes and maneuver over distanc-
es to destroy targets with kinetic energy

rather than explosive warheads.

The Lockheed Martin missile, with its
Aerojet Rocketdyne scramjet engine, was
launched from an Air Force B-52 bomber,
the statement said, adding that it exceeded
Mach S, which is roughly 3,800 mph, and
flew over 300 nautical miles at more than
60,000 feet in altitude.

It followed a similar test in March and an
initial HAWC test in September 2021 that
used a Raytheon Technologies missile with
a Northrop Grumman scramjet engine.

Overall, it was the fourth successful flight
of the HAWC program since 2021.
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Ukraine pushes for Western fighter jets

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukraine won support
Tuesday from Baltic nations and Poland in
its quest to obtain Western fighter jets, but
there were no signs that larger nations like
the U.S. and Britain have changed their
stance of refusing to provide the warplanes
to Kyiv after almost a year of battling Rus-
sia’s invading forces.

“Ukraine needs fighter jets ... missiles,
tanks. We need to act,” Estonian Foreign
Minister Urmas Reinsalu said in the Lat-
vian capital of Riga at a news conference
with his Baltic and Polish colleagues. Those
countries, which lie on NATO’s eastern
flank, feel especially threatened by Russia
and have been the leading advocates for
providing military aid.

Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksii Rez-
nikov held talks with his French counter-
part, saying they did not discuss specific
fighter jets but did talk about aviation “plat-

forms” to help Ukraine’s ground-to-air de-
fense.

“I don’t know how quick it will be, this re-
sponse from Western allies” to Kyiv’s re-
quests for fighter jets, Reznikov said. “I'm
optimistic and I think it will be as soon as
possible.”

He also listed weapons Ukraine has
sought in the past year, starting with Sting-
ers, and said the first response was always,
“Impossible.” Eventually, though, he said,
“it became possible.”

French Defense Minister Sebastien Le-
cornu, speaking alongside Reznikov, said
there are “no taboos” on sending fighter
jets. He also confirmed that France is send-
ing 12 more Caesar cannons in the coming
weeks.

French President Emmanuel Macron
said Monday that France doesn’t exclude
sending fighter jets to Ukraine, but he laid
out multiple conditions before such a step is

taken, including not leading to an escalation
of tensions or using the aircraft “to touch
Russian soil,” and not resulting in weaken-
ing “the capacities of the French army.”

Reznikov’s trip came a week after West-
ern nations pledged to send Kyiv sophisti-
cated modern tanks.

Several Western leaders have expressed
concern that providing warplanes could es-
calate the nearly year-long conflict and
draw them deeper into the war.

Such fighter jets would offer Ukraine a
major boost, but countering Russia’s mas-
sive air force would still be a major chal-
lenge.

The U.K. government, among Kyiv’s
staunchest diplomatic supporters and mil-
itary suppliers, said that sending its fighter
jets is “not practical.”

Asked Monday if his administration was
considering sending Ukraine F-16 fighter
jets, President Joe Biden responded, “No.”

Feds drop lobbying probe of retired general

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Jus-
tice Department has dropped its
probe of retired four-star Gen.
John Allen for his role in an al-
leged illegal foreign lobbying
campaign on behalf of the
wealthy Persian Gulf nation of
Qatar, his lawyer told The Asso-
ciated Press.

Attorney David Schertler
said in a statement Tuesday that
the Justice Department had in-
formed him that it was closing

its investigation of Allen and no
charges would be filed.

The Justice Department de-
clined to comment but a law en-
forcement official familiar with
the inquiry who wasn’t autho-
rized to speak publicly con-
firmed the decision on condition
of anonymity.

The AP first reported last
June that the FBI had outlined a
potential criminal case against
Allen in a confidential search
warrant application that ap-

peared to have been filed in er-
ror on a federal courts website.
Days later, the former Marine
general who oversaw U.S. and
NATO forces in Afghanistan re-
signed as head of the influential
Brookings Institution think
tank.

Schertler said it was “deeply
unfortunate” and “unfair” that
the public release of the FBI's
confidential document had
damaged Allen’s reputation and
livelihood.

The 77-page document de-
tailed Allen’s behind-the scenes
efforts to help Qatar influence
U.S. policy in June 2017 when a
diplomatic crisis erupted be-
tween the gas-rich monarchy
and its neighbors. Thatincluded
traveling to Doha to advise top
Qatari officials and then lobby-
ing U.S. officials, the FBI said.

Allen denied any wrongdo-
ing, saying his involvement with
Qatar was meant to help benefit
the United States.

Navy’s air wing of future to tly over Super Bowl

By FRANK ANDREWS
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Navy
plans to flaunt its “Carrier Air Wing of the
Future” during a four-ship flyover of Super
Bowl LVII in Glendale, Ariz.

The four tactical aircraft — two F/A-18F
Super Hornets, an F-35C Lightning II and
an EA-18G Growler — will roar over the sta-
dium on game day, Feb. 12, just as country

music star Chris Stapleton sings, “...and the
home of the brave,” the last line of “The
Star-Spangled Banner,” according to a Na-
vy news release Sunday.

The Super Bowl is a high-profile opportu-
nity for the sea service to show off its most
technologically advanced aircraft on one of
the world’s biggest stages. The NFL esti-
mates that 200 million people watched last
year’s Super Bowl.

The Navy’s air wing of the future provides
advanced technology and enhanced flexi-
bility to military combatant commanders,
according to the Navy release. The Carl Vin-
son Carrier Strike Group with Carrier Air
Wing 2 embarked on a South China Sea de-
ployment in September 2021, for example,
with squadrons of F-35Cs and CMV-22B Os-
prey tilt-rotor aircraft assembled as a future
air wing.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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More disciplined, fired in Nichols’ death

Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Two
more Memphis police officers
have been disciplined and three
emergency responders fired in
connection with the death of
Tyre Nichols, officials said
Monday, widening the circle of
punishment for the shocking
display of police brutality after
video showed many more peo-
ple failed to help the 29-year-
old black man beyond the five
officers accused of beating him
to death.

Officer Preston Hemphill,
who is white, was relieved of
duty shortly after Nichols’ Jan.
7 arrest, the police department
announced. Later in the day it
said another officer had also
been relieved, but without nam-
ing the person or specifying

what role they played in the in-
cident.

That brought the total num-
ber of Memphis officers who
have been disciplined to seven,
including the five Black officers
who were fired and charged last
week with second-degree mur-
der and other offenses in Ni-
chols’ beating and Jan. 10 death.

Also Monday, Memphis Fire
Department  officials an-
nounced the dismissal of emer-
gency medical technicians Rob-
ert Long and JaMicheal San-
dridge and Lt. Michelle Whitak-
er. The EMTs had previously
been suspended.

Fire Chief Gina Sweat said in
a statement that the department
received a call from police to re-
spond to a report of a person
who had been pepper-sprayed.

The workers arrived at 8:41
p.m. as Nichols was handcuffed
on the ground and slumped
against a squad car, the state-
ment said.

Long and Sandridge, based
on the nature of the call and in-
formation they were told by po-
lice, “failed to conduct an ade-
quate patient assessment of Mr.
Nichols,” the statement said.
Whitaker and the driver re-
mained in the engine.

An ambulance was called,
and it arrived at 8:55 p.m., the
statement said. An emergency
unit cared for Nichols and left
for a hospital with him at 9:08
p.m. — 27 minutes after Long,
Sandridge and Whitaker ar-
rived, officials said.

An investigation determined
that all three violated “multi-

ple” policies and protocols, the
statement said, adding that
“their actions or inactions on
the scene that night do not meet
the expectations of the Mem-
phis Fire Department.”

Lawyers for the Nichols fam-
ily questioned Monday why the
department did not disclose
Hemphill’s discipline earlier
and why he has not been fired or
charged.

Memphis police spokeswo-
man Karen Rudolph said infor-
mation on disciplinary action
taken against Hemphill was not
immediately released because
Hemphill was not fired. The de-
partment generally gives out in-
formation about an officer’s
punishment only after a depart-
ment investigation into miscon-
duct ends, Rudolph said.

Slower wage pace may

calm fears of inflation

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pay and
benefits for America’s workers
grew at a healthy but slower
pace in the final three months of
2022, a third straight slowdown,
which could help reassure the
Federal Reserve that wage
gains won’t fuel higher inflation.

Wages and benefits, such as
health insurance, grew 1% in the
October-December quarter
compared with the previous
three months. That marked a
solid gain, though it was slower
than the 1.2% increase in the Ju-
ly-September quarter.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell and
economists consider the datare-
leased Tuesday, known as the
employment cost index, to be
the most comprehensive gauge
of labor costs. Powell last year
cited a sharp increase in the in-
dex as a key reason why the Fed
accelerated its interest rate
hikes.

On Wednesday, Powell and
his Fed colleagues are set to
raise their benchmark interest

ratebyaquarter-pointtoarange
of 4.5% to 4.75%, their eighth
straight rate hike. But as infla-
tion has cooled, the central bank
has been boosting rates by
smaller increments. Last year,
the Fed raised its key rate by
three-quarters of a point four
times.

Powell has said he sees rapid
wage gains, particularly in the
labor-intensive service sector,
as the biggest impediment to
bringing inflation down to the
Fed’s 2% target. When restau-
rants, hotels, veterinary clinics
and other services companies
raise pay, they often pass along
those higher costs by charging
their customers higher prices.

Inflation is steadily cooling
overall, having eased to 6.5% in
December compared with a
year ago. Thatis down from a40-
year high of 9.1% in June. Po-
well’s concern, though, is that
fast-growing wages will cause
inflation to plateau at around 4%
— still twice as high as the Fed’s
target.

2 monkeys are taken in latest
suspicious event at Dallas Zoo

Associated Press

DALLAS — Two monkeys
were taken from the Dallas Zoo
on Monday, police said, the lat-
estin a string of odd incidents at
the attraction being investigat-
ed — including fences being cut
and the suspicious death of an
endangered vulture in the past
few weeks.

No arrests have been made in
any of the investigations, and
police have not said whether the
incidents are linked.

Dallas police said they be-
lieve someone cut an opening in
an enclosure and took two em-
peror tamarin monkeys, small
primates with long whiskers
that look like a mustache.

“It was clear the habitat had
been intentionally compro-
mised,” the zoo said in a state-
ment that offered few other de-
tails.

The incident follows the Jan.
13 closure of the zoo and a day-
long search when a clouded
leopard named Nova went mis-
sing.

She was eventually found

near her habitat, but police said
a tool had been used to cut an
opening in its fencing. A similar
gash also was found in an enclo-
sure of langur monkeys, though
none got out.

On Jan. 21, an endangered
vulture named Pin was found
dead, and the zoo said the death
did not appear to be natural. Zoo
President and CEO Gregg Hud-
son said the vulture had “a
wound.”

Ed Hansen, chief executive of
the American Association of
Zoo Keepers, said he could not
recall a zoo facing similar inci-
dents with such frequency.

“It appears that somebody re-
ally has an issue with the Dallas
Zoo,” Hansen said.

Hansen, who described the
Dallas Zoo’s reputation as “ex-
cellent” within the industry,
said accredited zoos have dou-
ble-perimeter fencing and that
a zoo as large as Dallas’ would
have a security patrol.

The zoo said it has added ad-
ditional cameras and increased
overnight security patrols.
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Biden to end COVID-19
emergencies on May 11

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden
informed Congress on Monday that he will
end the twin national emergencies for ad-
dressing COVID-19 on May 11, as most of
the world has returned closer to normalcy
nearly three years after those national
emergencies were first declared.

The move to end the national emergency
and public health emergency declarations
would formally restructure the federal cor-
onavirus response to treat the virus as an
endemic threat to public health that can be
managed through agencies’ normal author-
ities.

It comes as lawmakers have already end-
ed elements of the emergencies that kept
millions of Americans insured during the
pandemic. Combined with the drawdown of
most federal COVID-19 relief money, it
would also shift the development of vac-
cines and treatments away from the direct
management of the federal government.

Biden’s announcement comes in a state-
ment opposing resolutions being brought to
the floor this week by House Republicans to
bring the emergency to an immediate end.
House Republicans are also gearing up to
launch investigations on the federal govern-
ment’s response to COVID-19.

Then-President Donald Trump’s Health
and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar
first declared a public health emergency on

Jan. 31, 2020, and Trump later declared the
COVID-19 pandemic a national emergency
that March. The emergencies have been re-
peatedly extended by Biden since he took
office in January 2021, and are set to expire
in the coming months. The White House
said Biden plans to extend them both briefly
to end on May 11.

“An abrupt end to the emergency decla-
rations would create wide-ranging chaos
and uncertainty throughout the health care
system — for states, for hospitals and doc-
tors’ offices, and, most importantly, for tens
of millions of Americans,” the Office of
Management and Budget wrote in a State-
ment of Administration Policy.

More than 1.1 million people in the U.S.
have died from COVID-19 since 2020, ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, including about 3,700 last
week.

The costs of COVID-19 vaccines are also
expected to skyrocket once the government
stops buying them, with Pfizer saying it will
charge as much as $130 per dose. Only 15%
of Americans have received the recom-
mended, updated booster that has been of-
fered since last fall.

People with private insurance could have
some out-of-pocket costs for vaccines, espe-
cially if they go to an out-of-network provid-
er, Levitt said. Free at-home COVID tests
will also come to an end.

Santos says he
won’t serve on
2 committees

New York Daily News

Rep. George Santos told fellow Republi-
can lawmakers he will agree to not sit on any
committees amid controversies over his se-
rial lies about his background, education
and finances.

Santos made the pledge, which is unlikely
to quiet rising demands for his resignation,
at a closed door meeting of the Republican
caucus.

The embattled freshman Long Island
lawmaker had been assigned to sit on the
relatively low-profile science and small
business committees.

“He has asked to reserve his seats on both
committees until he is properly cleared for
both personal and campaign finance inves-
tigations,” said Naysa Woomer, a spokeswo-
man for Santos.

Santos has been facing immense pres-
sure to resign but insists he will not step
down over his outrageous campaign of fal-
sehoods.

A new poll says 78% of voters in his NY-03
district want him to resign compared with
just 13% who say he should stay in office to
serve out his two-year term. Even 71% of
Republicans want him to see him gone for
good. House Speaker Kevin McCarthy has
so far stood by Santos, mostly because he
holds a razor-thin majority and does not
want to risk the likely loss of the seat to a
Democrat if Santos resigns and forces a spe-
cial election.

Winter weather

Associated Press

DALLAS — Winter weather brought ice
to Texas and nearby states Tuesday, caus-
ing the cancellation of more than 980 flights
and delays to nearly 800 more.

Numerous auto collisions were reported
in Austin, Texas, with at least one fatality
according to the Austin Fire Department.

More than 500 flights to or from Dallas-
Fort Worth International Airport and near-
ly 125 to or from Dallas Love Field were can-
celed or delayed Tuesday, according to the
tracking service FlightAware.

Dallas-based Southwest Airlines has can-
celed more than 300 flights and delayed
nearly 100 more, FlightAware reported.

The storm began Monday as part of an ex-

cancels, delays

pected “several rounds” of wintry precipi-
tation through Wednesday across Texas,
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Tennessee, ac-
cording to National Weather Service meteo-
rologist Marc Chenard.

“Generally light to moderate freezing
rain resulting in some pretty significant ice
amounts,” Chenard said.

“We’re expecting ice accumulations po-
tentially a quarter inch or higher as far
south as Austin, Texas, up to Dallas over to
Little Rock, Ark., towards Memphis, Tenn.,
and even getting close to Nashville, Tenn.,”
according to Chenard.

The flight disruptions follow Southwest’s
meltdown in December that began with a
winter storm but continued after most other

flights in Texas

airlines had recovered. Southwest canceled
about 16,700 flights over the last 10 days of
the year, and the U.S. Transportation De-
partment is investigating.

The weather service has issued a winter
storm warning for a large swath of Texas
and parts of southeastern Oklahoma and an
ice storm warning across the midsection of
Arkansas into western Tennessee.

A winter weather advisory is in place in
much of the remainder of Arkansas and
Tennessee and into much of Kentucky,
West Virginia and southern parts of Indiana
and Ohio.

Schools and colleges in Texas, Oklahoma
and Arkansas planned to close or go to vir-
tual learning Tuesday.
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State set to vote on
repealing fast-food law

c SACRAMENTO — A
voter initiative that
would overturn a California law
aimed at raising wages and im-
proving working conditions for
more than a half-million fast food
workers has qualified for next
year’s ballot, authorities said.

The referendum raised more
than 623,000 valid voter signa-
tures to be placed on the Nov. 5,
2024, election ballot, Secretary of
State Shirley N. Weber an-
nounced.

The first-in-the-nation law,
passed last year, establishes a 10-
member council empowered to
set minimum wages as well as
standards for hours and working
conditions for California’s fast
food workers. It would affect
some 550,000 workers statewide.

Opponents, who raised more
than $10 million last year to fund
the referendum campaign, have
argued that the law would bur-
den owners of chain restaurant
franchises and drive up the cost
of food.

Police discover body in
man’s car after towing it

M KANSAS CITY —

Family members
and a forensic expert are ques-
tioning why Kansas City police
didn’t find a man’s body in the
cargo area of his own SUV until
after they towed it to a Missouri
police station.

Adam “A.J.” Blackstock Jr.’s
death is being investigated as a
homicide, according to The Kan-
sas City Star.

The newspaper reported that
police defended how they initial-
ly handled the situation because
they didn’t have a search warrant

when they had the vehicle towed
and Blackstock had yet to be offi-
cially reported missing.

One forensic expert told the
newspaper that police should
havelooked inside the vehicle be-
fore they moved it.

Family members said they
want answers about what hap-
pened to Blackstock, 24, who left
behind an 18-month-old son.

Firefighters find man on
fire in store bathroom

TOPEKA — Kansas

firefighters found a
man on fire inside a restroom at a
Walmart store.

Topeka city spokeswoman
Gretchen Spiker told the Topeka
Capital-Journal that firefighters
found the man when they went to
a Walmart Neighborhood Mar-
ket.

“Upon arrival, firefighters lo-
cated an adult male on fire in a
bathroom,” she said. “TFD per-
sonnel immediately worked to
get the fire out, and rendered aid
to the involved individual.”

The man was taken to a Topeka
hospital with serious injuries. He
wasn’t immediately identified.

Spiker said investigators are
working to determine how the
fire started.

State OKs hill banning
gender-affirming care

U SALT LAKE CITY —

Utah’s  Republican
governor signed a bill that bans
youth from receiving gender-af-
firming health care.

Gov. Spencer Cox, who had not
taken a public position on the
transgender care measure,
signed it a day after the Legisla-
ture sent it to his desk. Utah’s
measure prohibits transgender

surgery for youth and disallows
hormone treatments for minors
who have not yet been diagnosed
with gender dysphoria.

Cox explained in a statement
that his decision was based on his
beliefthat it was prudent to pause
“these permanent and life-alter-
ing treatments for new patients
until more and better research
can help determine the long-
term consequences.”

In aletter to Cox, the ACLU of
Utah said it was deeply con-
cerned about “the damaging and
potentially catastrophic effects
this law will have on people’s
lives and medical care and the
grave violations of people’s con-
stitutional rights it will cause.”

State advances gun bill
for K-12 school staff

W CHARLESTON—A

bill that would allow
teachers, administrators and
support personnel to carry guns
in K-12 public schools is advanc-
ing in the West Virginia House of
Delegates.

The proposal passed the
House Education Committee on
Jan. 25, just one day after the
state Senate overwhelmingly
passed a bill that would permit
the carrying of firearms on col-
lege and university campuses. It
will now go before the House
Judiciary Committee.

Del. Doug Smith, the bill’s lead
sponsor, said similar legislation
has been enacted in dozens of
other states and that it’s up to
each school system to decide
whether or not to implement the
program. According to West Vir-
ginia’s proposed legislation, if lo-
cal school boards do decide to
pursue a concealed carry pro-
gram, a public hearing must be
held so community members can

weigh in.

The bill would allow districts
in West Virginia to designate one
or more teachers, school person-
nel and administrators as “school
protection officers” — a volun-
tary position for which they
would receive no additional com-
pensation to their salaries.

Elementary and secondary
education teachers would not be
able to openly carry a gun in
school — the firearms must be
concealed and the educator in
possession of the weapon must
hold a valid concealed carry per-
mit.

Governor has bill to ease
path for name changes

I SPRINGFIELD — A bill
sent to Gov. J.B. Pritzker
would lift restrictions on Illinois
residents who can’t change their
names because of past crimes.

Supporters said the legislation
would also help people who are
transgender or have been vic-
tims of human trafficking.

“We were really focused on the
folks who, it’s a need, it’s like a
life-or-death need, because of
fears of abusive partners or their
trafficker finding them again,”
Khadine Bennett of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of Illi-
nois told the Chicago Tribune.

Under current law, there’s a li-
fetime ban on name changes for
people who have been convicted
of identity theft or who are on
state registries for certain
crimes. Others convicted of
crimes can face al10-year waiting
period.

A judge would make the final
decision on a name change with
input from a local prosecutor un-
der a bill that has cleared the
General Assembly.

— From wire reports
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NFL wasn't at its best in title games

Associated Press

The NFL didn’t put on its Sun-
day best for the conference
championships.

Before the San Francisco
49ers ran out of luck and quar-
terbacks, they were burned by a
fourth-down catch by Philadel-
phia Eagles receiver Devonta
Smith that wasn’t even a catch.

Although Kyle Shanahan
could have thrown a challenge
flag, the league’s replay assist
rule allows the replay official to
make a quick reversal without a
challenge, something that didn’t
happen before the Eagles hur-
ried to snap the ball.

The next play was Miles San-
ders’ TD run that opened the
scoring.

After Christian McCaffrey
tied it up by pinballing his way
into the end zone from 23 yards
out, the Niners were done in by
their quarterback issues and
succumbed 31-7 when they
were left without a passer who
who could throw the ball more
than S to 10 yards for most of the
second half.

Philadelphia’s pass rush was

relentless, and San Francisco
lost third-stringer Brock Purdy
to a right elbow injury and
fourth-string journeyman Josh
Johnson to a concussion.

“You dress two quarterbacks
and neither one of them can
throw and neither one of them is
really available,” tight end
George Kittle said. “It kind of
limits what you can do as an of-
fense, kind of limits our play-
book to like 1S plays. You can
only do so much.”

Dressing two quarterbacks is
the problem.

The NFL used to allow an
“emergency” third quarterback
to dress for the game but it
stopped doing that in 2011.

A third QB now counts toward
the 46-man limit, so teams quit
doing it. And it burned the 49ers
and the NFL on Sunday.

When Johnson went out with
aconcussion on the first drive of
the second half, the Niners were
left with the choice of putting
Purdy back in even though he
could hardly throw the ball or
play the rest of the game in the
wildcat with McCaffrey run-

ning the show.

They chose Purdy, and the
Niners had no shot against a
Philadelphia defense that
stacked the box with no concern
about defending the pass.

Later that night, the NHL’s
Edmonton Oilers activated
their emergency backup goal-
tender — affectionately known
as the EBUG — Matt Berlin, a
player from the University of
Alberta Golden Bears. They put
him in net with 2:26 to play.

If the NHL can have the
EBUG on standby, then there’s
no reason the NFL shouldn’t
have its EQBIII.

Another thing the Ileague
might have to look into again is
its officiating.

The AFC championship went
down to the wire and Patrick
Mahomes finally beat Joe Bur-
row when Kansas City pre-
vailed 23-20 over Cincinnatiin a
game that featured enough infu-
riating flags and blatantly mis-
sed calls — plus some bad clock
keeping —to reignite the debate
about the league needing to re-
place moonlighting lawyers

with full-time officials.

Among the flags that drew
fans’ ire was a costly intentional
grounding call on Burrow in the
fourth quarter after his throw to
running back Samaje Perine
was short. Earlier, a nearly
identical throw to the ground
from Burrow didn’t draw a flag.

Former NFL VP of officials
and Fox rules analyst Dean
Blandino said the intentional
grounding call on Burrow never
should have been called be-
cause Chris Jones hit him just as
he released his pass.

“Was Joe Burrow’s passing
motion affected by the contact
by Chris Jones?” asked Blandi-
no in a tweet from The 33rd
Team. “And that’s the key: if the
quarterback starts his throwing
motion, and then he’s contacted
by a defender, which impacts
that motion, then you are not to
call intentional grounding.

“And I thought that the con-
tact may have impacted Bur-
row’s ability to get the ball out
toward Perine enough to not
calling grounding in that situa-
tion.”

Rashada case highlights issues in NIL and recruiting

Associated Press

Broken promises and unreal-
istic expectations have been
part of college football recruit-
ing for as long as coaches have
been pitching their programs in
living rooms across America.

Opportunities for playing
time and a path to the NFL are
being peddled, as always, but
now potentially lucrative endor-
sement deals handled by boost-
er-run collectives are also in the
mix.

There is even more potential
for prospects to feel short-
changed after signing a national
letter of intent.

When college football’s tradi-
tional winter signing period
opened Wednesday, among the
unsigned blue-chippers will be

Jaden Rashada. The four-star
quarterback from California
signed with Florida in Decem-
ber, but asked for and was
granted his release after an en-
dorsement agreement with a
collective that was potentially
worth more than $13 million fell
through.

The ill-fated deal between
Rashada and the Gator Collec-
tive — one that helped persuade
him to back off a previous ver-
bal commitment to Miami and a
name, image and likeness offer
from a collective that works
with Hurricanes athletes —
should be a cautionary tale for
recruiting in the NIL era.

“NIL and the presence of col-
lectives and promises to pro-
spects create a facet of the

recruiting experience that is
100% outside of the school’s con-
trol, and what’s being magnified
with the Rashada situation is the
promises of independent third
parties are impacting where
kids decide to go to school,” said
Blake Lawrence, the CEO of
Opendorse, a company that
works with schools and collec-
tives on NIL compliance and
other services.

While the NCAA still has
rules in place that make it im-
permissible to use NIL as a
recruiting inducement, the as-
sociation does not have detailed,
uniform regulations in place.

The rise of collectives, which
operate outside a school and its
athletic department but ideally
inits bestinterest, prompted the

NCAA to clarify that collectives
— like individual boosters —
can’t be involved in the recruit-
ing process.

But the lines have been
blurred as coaches try to pre-
sent potential NIL opportunities
to recruits without making
guarantees.

Mit Winter, a sports attorney
based in Kansas City, said the
fallout from the Rashada’s de-
commitment should make
schools closely examine the col-
lectives they support.

“I think the moral of the story
is collectives, you need to focus
on your deals with current ath-
letes and helping them with
their NIL opportunities,” Win-
ter said. “And you leave the
recruiting to the coaches.”
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Nets win with Lakers’ James, Davis out

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Kyrie Irving
had 26 points, seven rebounds
and six assists to lead the Brook-
lyn Nets to a 121-104 victory
Monday night over the Los An-
geles Lakers, who played with-
out LeBron James and Anthony
Davis.

Irving had scored 30 or more
in a career-best six straight
games, but didn’t have to carry
as heavy a load with some good
play from Brooklyn’s backup
guards.

“It’s nothing but joy in my
eyes when I see them get re-
warded for the hard work
they’ve put in,” Irving said. “It
makes my job a lot easier.”

Patty Mills and Cam Thomas
added 21 points apiece for the
Nets, who won their second
straight and are 4-6 since Kevin
Durant sprained a ligament in
his right knee. They won just
five times in 21 games last sea-
son when he sprained the other
knee.

“I think from a big-picture
standpoint we’ve just worked

out how to navigate the ship, I
guess,” Mills said, “and it defi-
nitely does feel a lot different
than last year in that sense.”

Lakers coach Darvin Ham
said James was experiencing
“really significant soreness” in
his left foot and would be eval-
uated Tuesday to see if he could
play at the New York Knicks
that night.

James, who is 117 points shy
of passing Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar for the NBA’s career scor-
ing record, sat at the end of the
Lakers bench.

It was a planned day off for
Davis so that he didn’t play both
ends of a back-to-back after re-
turning last week from a 20-
game absence due to a right foot
injury,

Thomas Bryant had 18 points
and nine rebounds for the Lak-
ers, while Russell Westbrook
finished with 17 points, 10 as-
sists and eight rebounds. The
2017 NBA MVP moved past Ga-
ry Payton into 10th place on the
career assists list.

Suns 114, Raptors 106: Mi-

kal Bridges scored 29 points,
Deandre Ayton added 22 points
and 13 rebounds, and host Phoe-
nix pulled away late to beat To-
ronto.

Chris Paul hit a crucial three-
pointer to push the Suns ahead
106-102 with 1:30 left. Ayton
added a tip-in with 51.4 seconds
remaining to extend the advan-
tage to 108-102.

Mavericks 111, Pistons 105:
Luka Doncic had 53 points in his
return to the lineup and Spencer
Dinwiddie scored 10 of his 12 in
the fourth quarter as host Dallas
rallied past Detroit.

Doncic had 24 points in the
first quarter and 18 in the third.
Second in the NBA going in with
an average of 33 points per
game, he returned after sprain-
ing his left ankle early in last
Thursday’s game at Phoenix
and then missing Saturday’s
game at Utah.

Trail Blazers 129, Hawks
125: Damian Lillard scored 42
points, Anfernee Simons hit a
tiebreaking three with 34 sec-
onds left and host Portland held

off Atlanta.

Lillard added six assists in his
fifth 40-point game this month.
Jerami Grant had 22 points and
Simons finished with 21, includ-
ing his clutch three that gave the
Trail Blazers a 124-121 lead.

Kings 118, Timberwolves
111 (OT): De’Aaron Fox had 32
points and Trey Lyles scored
eight of his 11 in overtime as vis-
iting Sacramento outlasted
Minnesota.

Warriors 128, Thunder 120:
Stephen Curry had 38 points, 12
assists and eight rebounds, and
visiting Golden State defeated
Oklahoma City for its third
straight win.

Magic 119, 76ers 109: Pao-
lo Banchero had 29 points and
10 rebounds as visiting Orlando
stormed back from a 21-point
first-quarter deficit to beat Phi-
ladelphia.

Wizards 127, Spurs 106:
Deni Avdija scored a career-
high 25 points, Bradley Beal
added 21 and visiting Washing-
ton ended a 22-game losing
streak in games in San Antonio.

Gardner, No. 6 Virginia hold on to top Syracuse

Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Jayden Gardner
scored 17 points and made a jumper near
the foul line in the final minute as No. 6
Virginia withstood a second-half surge by
Syracuse to win its seventh straight game
67-62 on Monday night.

Gardner, a fifth-year senior, drew a
charge for the fifth foul on Syracuse big
man Jesse Edwards with one minute left,
then converted the shot with 37 seconds
remaining to put the Cavaliers (17-3, 9-2
Atlantic Coast Conference) up by four.

“You got to have a shooter’s mentality,”
Gardner said. “I missed a good look on the
baseline so I made up for it on defense and
finished the game off. I was hoping (for the
charge). If he called a block that would’ve
been demoralizing.”

Kihei Clark and Armaan Franklin each
scored 12 points for Virginia, which com-
pleted a sweep of Syracuse and moved
within one game of ACC-leading Clemson.

Judah Mintz scored 20 points and Ed-

wards had 14 for Syracuse (13-10, 6-6),
which has lost four of five.

Virginia twice led by eight points early
in the first half, the biggest advantage for
either team. The Cavaliers went ahead 46-
39 early in the second half before Syracuse
went on a 12-0 run that included a three-
point play by Mintz, a three-pointer and
three free throws by Chris Bell, and a
three-point play by Edwards.

“In the first half we got off to a good start
defensively and made a lot of shots, then
Syracuse really took it to us. They just got
the ball in the paint at will, scored over the
top. We looked a bit lifeless,” Virginia
coach Tony Bennett said. “We weren’t fly-
ing around and scrapping the way you
have to on the road or in any ACC game. In
the second half we got more aggressive,
flew around, played even a little harder
offensively with cuts and offensive re-
bounds, and then it was just a game of ebbs
and flows. We just had to stay the course.”

No. 10 Texas 76, No. 11 Baylor 71:

Sir’Jabari Rice scored 21 points and Tim-
my Allen added 19 to end the Bears’ six-
game winning streak and keep the host
Longhorns in a share of first place in the
Big 12.

Baylor had closed within 72-71 on
Keyonte George’s three-point play before
Texas answered with Marcus Carr’s falla-
way jumper with 27 seconds left.

Rice, a 29% three-point shooter in Big 12
play, was 4-for-S shooting from long range.
Allen was 7-for-10 from the floor for the
Longhorns (18-4, 7-2).

Texas Tech 80, No. 13 lowa State 77
(OT): The host Red Raiders erased a 23-
point deficit after halftime for their first
Big 12 win of the season, with De’Vion
Harmon scoring all 16 of his points after
the break against the Cyclones.

Kevin Obanor had 24 points and 13 re-
bounds for the Red Raiders (12-10, 1-8 Big
12), who won their second consecutive
game, including a victory over LSU in the
SEC/Big 12 Challenge.
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Islanders acquire Horvat from Canucks

Associated Press

It’s no secret the New York
Islanders need more scoring if
they hope to return to the
playoffs.

Bo knows a thing or two about
that.

The Islanders on Monday ac-
quired center Bo Horvat from
the Vancouver Canucks in the
first blockbuster of NHL trade
deadline season.

The Islanders sent forward
Anthony Beauvillier, top pros-
pect Aatu Raty and a top-12 pro-
tected first-round pick in the
2023 draft to the Canucks for
someone the general manager
Lou Lamoriello called “a com-
plete player.”

“He brings a two-way game,
used in all situations, and with-
out question is on the verge of
having a career year but has
over the past several years been
a 30-35 goal scorer,” Lamoriello
said. “And I think that’s going to
certainly add a need for us.”

Horvat, 27, is a pending free
agent and was one of the top
rentals available ahead of the
March 3 deadline. He said

there hasn’t yet been any talks
about a contract extension,
which Lamoriello expressed
confidence about agreeing to at
some point.

“It’s all happened so fast,”
Horvat said. “We’ll see if we
can get something done, but I’ll
leave that to [agent Pat Morris]
and everybody to handle that.”

The former Canucks captain,
who was chosen to represent
them at the NHL All-Star
Weekend, could give the Islan-
ders the scoring boost they’ve
needed. Horvat has already tied
his career high with 31 goals
this season and also has 23 as-
sists in 49 games.

“[I have been] going to the
right areas and putting myself
in positions to score those goals
or make those plays,” Horvat
said.

Horvat has 420 points in 621
regular-season NHL games and
is also on pace to shatter his ca-
reer-best season in scoring.

New York ranks 2Sth out of
32 teams in scoring at 2.85 goals
a game, is second worst on the
power play and currently sits

two points out of a playoff posi-
tion in the Eastern Conference.

“You make this type of a
transaction because you can
improve your team today and
tomorrow,” said Lamoriello,
who added that the Canucks re-
tained 25% of Horvat’s salary to
even out the salary cap ramifi-
cations with Beauvillier.

“And in my opinion he makes
us a better team and gives us a
better opportunity to [do] what
we want to do.”

Horvat has 12 more goals this
season than the next-closest Is-
landers teammates: fellow All-
Star Brock Nelson and captain
Anders Lee, who each have 19
at the break. When his season
resumes next week, Horvat will
not have to wait long to face the
team that drafted him ninth in
2013 with the pick acquired
from New Jersey for goaltender
Cory Schneider — a trade La-
moriello made when he was
GM of the Devils. The Islanders
host the Canucks on Feb. 9.

“That is going to be an inter-
esting game to say the least,”
Horvat said. “It’s a game that I

already circled on my calendar
and I can’t wait to play.”

Dealing Horvat is the latest
shakeup for Vancouver, which
recently fired coach Bruce
Boudreau and hired Rick Toc-
chet as his replacement. Gener-
al manager Patrik Allvin said
Horvat “has been a great leader
and ambassador” for the team.
“As difficult as it is to trade
away our captain, we are excit-
ed to add a high-quality 2S-
year-old winger in Anthony
Beauvillier, a young center in
Aatu Raty, and a protected
first-round draft pick,” Allvin
said in a statement. “These
pieces will be a big part of our
development and growth mov-
ing forward.”

Horvat’s camp and the Ca-
nucks were unable to agree last
summer on a long-term con-
tract. He said he expected to
play his entire career with the
organization.

“Things didn’t work out that
way,” Horvat said. “It led me to
this. I'm grateful for that, and
I'm grateful the New York Is-
landers believe in me.”

Jets rally with four goals in third to beat Blues

Associated Press

WINNIPEG, Manitoba —
Josh Morrissey and Mark
Scheifele each scored twice in
the third period as the Winni-
peg Jets rallied for a 4-2 win
against the St. Louis Blues on
Monday night.

Saku Maenalanen and Kyle
Connor each had two assists
for the Jets, who snapped a
three-game skid. Connor Hel-
lebuyck stopped 24 shots.

“Josh played fantastic to-
night,” Scheifele said. “He al-
ways does, and he got reward-
ed. A few big goals by him,
and he led us tonight, sure.”

Jake Neighbours had a goal
and assist and Nikita Alexan-
drov also scored for the Blues,
who have lost five straight.
Jordan Binnington had 34

saves and picked up an assist
on Neighbours’ goal.

After the Blues came up
empty on the game’s first pow-
er play, the Jets were handed
a four-minute man advantage
when Alexandrov was dinged
with a double minor for high-
sticking Jets forward Kyle
Connor in the face. The leng-
thy power play was a bust,
with the Jets only getting one
shot on Binnington. The goalie
then foiled shots by Pierre-Luc
Dubois and Maenalanen.

“He was obviously a big part
of why we were in that game
the whole game,” Blues defen-
seman Colton Parayko said of
Binnington. “He made some
big saves early on, big saves
throughout the game.”

The Jets had two more pow-

er plays in the first half of the
second period, but a total of
six shots couldn’t get by Bin-
nington.

The Blues got on the board
with S5:24 left in the second on
their next power play. Bin-
nington sent the puck to Nick
Leddy, who made a stretch
pass to Neighbours that he
used for a backhand shot to
beat Hellebuyck for his fourth
goal.

“Our kill was really good
and we got a power-play goal
there. It was a nice play,”
Blues coach Craig Berube
said. “Kind of hanging in there
with a pretty depleted lineup,
you know. You’ve got to man-
age things and we just didn’t
manage it good enough.”

Alexandrov made it 2-0 at

2:02 of the third period before
the Jets began their comeback.
Morrissey scored 40 seconds
later to get Winnipeg on the
scoreboard with an exuberant
celebration.

Remembering a star

Before puck drop, the Jets
showed a video tribute and
held a moment of silence for
former star Bobby Hull, who
died Monday at the age of 84.

The Hockey Hall of Famer
played for the NHL’s Chicago
Blackhawks before signing a
then-record $1-million deal to
join the Winnipeg Jets of the
upstart World Hockey Asso-
ciation in 1972. The scoring
legend spent eight seasons
with the Jets, the last when the
club merged with the NHL.
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