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GOP wants visitor logs in Biden case

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Newly empowered
House Republicans on Sunday demanded
the White House turn over all information
related to its searches that have uncovered
classified documents at President Joe Bi-
den’s home and former office in the wake of
more records found at his Delaware resi-
dence.

“We have a lot of questions,” said Rep.
James Comer, chairman of the House Over-
sight and Accountability Committee.

Comer, R-Ky., said he wants to see all doc-
uments and communications related to the
searchesbythe Bidenteam, as well as visitor
logs of the president’s home in Wilmington,
Del., from Jan. 20, 2021, to present. He said
the aim is to determine who might have had
access to classified material and how the
records got there.

The White House on Saturday said it had
discovered five additional pages of classi-
fied documents at Biden’s home on Thurs-
day, the same day a special counsel was ap-
pointed to review the matter.

In aletter Sunday to White House chief of
staff Ron Klain, Comer criticized the search-

es by Biden representatives when the Jus-
tice Department was beginning to investi-
gate and said Biden’s “mishandling of classi-
fied materials raises the issue of whether he
has jeopardized our national security.”
Comer demanded that the White House pro-
vide all relevant information including vis-
itor logs by the end of the month.

Appearing on CNN’s “State of the Union,”
Comer referred to Biden’s home as a “crime
scene” though he acknowledged that it was
not clear whether laws were broken.

“My concern is that the special counsel
was called for, but yet hours after that we
still had the president’s personal attorneys,
who have no security clearance, still rum-
maging around the president’s residence,
looking for things — I mean that would es-
sentially be a crime scene, so to speak,”
Comer said.

While the U.S. Secret Service provides se-
curity at the president’s private residence, it
does not maintain visitor logs, agency
spokesman Anthony Guglielmi said Sunday.

“We don’t independently maintain our
own visitor logs because it’s a private resi-
dence,” Guglielmi said. He added that the

agency does screen visitors to the presi-
dent’s properties but doesn’t maintain rec-
ords of those checks.

The White House confirmed that Biden
has not independently maintained records
of who has visited his residence since he be-
coming president.

“Like every President in decades of mod-
ern history, his personal residence is perso-
nal,” White House spokesman Ian Sams
said. “But upon taking office, President Bi-
denrestored the norm and tradition of keep-
ing White House visitors logs, including
publishing them regularly, after the previ-
ous administration ended them.”

Indeed, President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration announced early in his presi-
dency that they wouldn’t release visitor logs
out of “grave national security risks and pri-
vacy concerns of the hundreds of thousands
of visitors annually.” Democrat Barack
Obama’s administration initially fought at-
tempts by Congress and conservative and
liberal groups to obtain visitor records. But
after being sued, it voluntarily began dis-
closing the logs in December 2009, posting
records every three to four months.

Death toll rising in deadliest Russian strike in months

Associated Press

DNIPRO, Ukraine — The
death toll from a weekend Rus-
sian missile strike on an apart-
ment building in the southeas-
tern Ukrainian city of Dnipro
has risen to 40, authorities said
Monday, as Western analysts
pointed to indications the Krem-
lin was preparing for a drawn-
out war in Ukraine after almost
11 months of fighting.

About1,700 people lived in the
multistory building, and search
and rescue crews have worked
nonstop since Saturday’s strike
to locate victims and survivors
in the wreckage. The regional
administration said 39 people
have been rescued so far and 30

more remained missing. Au-
thorities said at least 7S were
wounded.

The reported death toll made
it the deadliest single attack on
Ukrainian civilians since before
the summer, according to The
Associated Press-Frontline War
Crimes Watch project. Resi-
dents said the apartment tower
did not house any military facil-
ities.

Oleksander Anyskevych said
he was in his apartment when
the missile struck.

“Boom —and that’s it. We saw
that we were alive and that’s all,”
Anyskevych said Monday as he
went to the site to see his
wrecked apartment.

He told The Associated Press
that he knew people who died
under the rubble. One of his
son’s classmates lost her par-
ents.

Dnipro residents took flowers,
candles and toys to the ruins.

The European Union’s for-
eign policy chief, Josep Borrell,
called the strike, and others like
it, “inhumane aggression” be-
cause it directly targeted civil-
ians. “There will be no impunity
for these crimes,” he said in a
tweet Sunday.

Asked about the strike Mon-
day, Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said the Russian mil-
itary doesn’t target residential
buildings and suggested the

Dnipro building was hit as a re-
sult of Ukrainian air defense ac-
tions.

The strike on the building
came amid a wider barrage of
Russian cruise missiles across
Ukraine. The Ukrainian mili-
tary said Sunday that it did not
have the means to intercept the
type of Russian missile that hit
the residential building in Dni-
pro.

Fierce fighting continued to
rage Monday in Ukraine’s east-
ern Donetsk province, where
military analysts have said both
sides are likely suffering heavy
troop casualties. No indepen-
dent verification of develop-
ments was possible.
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Work begins on carrier landing drill site

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
AND Keisur Kosa
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
Japan’s Defense Ministry be-
gan construction this week on
a new island military base that
will one day host U.S. Navy
carrier-landing practice, a
ministry spokesman said Fri-
day.

Work began Thursday on the
$1.6 billion Self-Defense Force
base on Mageshima, an island
about 20 miles south of Ky-
ushu, the southernmost of Ja-
pan’s four main islands, a
spokesman from the Kyushu
Defense Bureau told Stars and

Stripes by phone. The bureau
represents Japan’s Ministry of
Defense on the island.

Approximately 30 workers
with chainsaws and other
equipment arrived by boat that
morning at the 3-square-mile
volcanic island, the Asahi
newspaper reported Thursday.
They will first clear the site
before starting on the runways
and storage facilities.

The project is expected to
take four years, the spokesman
said. Some government offi-
cials in Japan are required to
speak to the media only on
condition of anonymity.

News of the Mageshima con-

struction came the same day
the ministry uploaded its envi-
ronmental impact assessment
to the bureau website. The as-
sessment was the final step re-
quired Dbefore construction
could begin.

The assessment calls for an
8,000-foot main runway, a
6,000-foot crosswind runway, a
port and ammunition and fuel
storage facilities. The runways
and storage facilities will be
built first.

Runway construction should
be finished in two years, the
assessment said.

The Mageshima base is
needed for both disaster relief

and to protect the Nansei is-
land chain, Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Hirokazu Matsuno said
Thursday. The Nansei, or Ryu-
kyu, islands include Okinawa
and run southwest from Ky-
ushu to Taiwan.

“Given the most severe and
complicated security environ-
ment of the post-war era, the
government will build this fa-
cility and begin its operation at
an early date,” Matsuno said
during a press conference in
Tokyo on Thursday.

He vowed to “politely” en-
gage with the local community
throughout the construction
process.

GOP action on mail ballot
timelines angers families

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Ohio’s
restrictive new election law sig-
nificantly shortens the window
for mailed ballots to be re-
ceived — despite no evidence
that the extended timeline has
led to fraud or any other prob-
lems — and that change is an-
gering active-duty members of
the military and their families
because of its potential to dis-
enfranchise them.

The pace of ballot counting
after Election Day has become
a target of conservatives egged
on by former President Donald
Trump. He has promoted a
false narrative since losing the
2020 election that fluctuating
results as late-arriving mail-in
ballots are tallied is a sign of
fraud.

Republican lawmakers said
during debate on the Ohio legis-
lation that even if Trump’s
claims aren’t true, the skepti-
cism they have caused among
conservatives about the accura-
cy of election results justifies

imposing new limits.

The new law reduces the
number of days for county elec-
tion boards to include mailed
ballots in their tallies from 10
days after Election Day to four.
Critics have said that could lead
to more ballots from Ohio’s mil-
itary voters to miss the deadline
and get tossed.

This issue isn’t confined to
Ohio.

Three other states narrowed
their post-election windows for
accepting mail ballots last ses-
sion, according to data from the
nonpartisan Voting Rights Lab.
Similar moves pushed by Repu-
blican lawmakers are being
proposed or discussed this year
in Wisconsin, New Jersey, Cali-
fornia and other states.

Ohio’s tightened window for
receiving mailed ballots is like-
ly to affect just several hundred
of the thousands of military and
overseas ballots received in any
election. Critics have said, how-
ever, that any number is too
great.

German defense minister
resigns amid wide criticism

Associated Press

BERLIN —  Germany’s
much-criticized defense minis-
ter announced her resignation
Monday, as her department
steers the massive project of
modernizing the country’s mil-
itary and oversees expanding
weapons deliveries to Ukraine.

Christine Lambrecht said in a
written statement that she had
submitted her resignation re-
quest to Chancellor Olaf Scholz,
adding that “months of media
focus on my person” had stood
in the way of a factual debate
about the military and Germa-
ny’s security policy.

“The valuable work of the sol-
diers and many people in my de-
partment must stand in the fore-
ground,” she said.

A spokesperson for Scholz
said the chancellor had accept-
ed Lambrecht’s resignation.

“The chancellor respects the
decision by Ms. Lambrecht and
thanks her for her good work in
these difficult and challenging
times,” Christiane Hoffmann

told reporters in Berlin.

She said a replacement would
be announced “soon.”

Hoffmann added that it was
important to Scholz to ensure
gender parity among ministers,
but declined to comment on a
possibility of a wider Cabinet
reshuffle.

The S7-year-old Lambrecht
has been defense minister since
Scholz became chancellor in
December 2021. Critics have
long portrayed her as out of her
depth. But Scholz stood by her,
describing her last month as “a
first-class defense minister.”

Pressure on her mounted re-
cently after an ill-judged New
Year’s video message. An ama-
teurish post on her own private
Instagram account showed a
barely audible Lambrecht
speaking against a backdrop of
loud New Year’s Eve fireworks
in a Berlin street. It ultimately
prompted new opposition calls
for Lambrecht’s departure and
strained political allies’ pa-
tience.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Tornado-ravaged Selma still thankful in prayers

Associated Press

SELMA, Ala. — Leading Sunday services
on the lawn outside his tornado-damaged
Crosspoint Christian Church, the Rev. Da-
vid Nichols told his congregation there was
much for which to be grateful despite the de-
struction around them.

The tornado that ravaged Selma hit the
church’s day care. It destroyed much of the
building, collapsing walls and leaving piles
of rubble in some of the classrooms, but the
70children and teacherswhohuddledinside
bathrooms were unharmed.

“Nothing but by the grace of God that they
walked out of there,” Nichols said as he
looked at the building.

The Sunday after a tornado devastated
much of the historic city of Selma, church
congregationsraised up prayersofgratitude
for lives spared and gave prayers of comfort
for lives lost elsewhere to the storm.

Churches anchor the community for
many in this historic city. Black congrega-
tions also played an integral role in the civil
rights movement. The Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., whose birthday was celebrated
Monday, led the 1965 voting rights march

from Brown Chapel AME Church.

The storm system was blamed for killing
nine people — two in Georgia and seven in
rural Autauga County, Ala., where an esti-
mated EF3 tornado, which is just two steps
below the most powerful category of twister,
tossed mobile homes into the air and ripped
away roofs. The Selma twister, an estimated
high-end EF2 with winds of 130 mph, cut a
wide swath through the city, collapsing
buildings and snapping trees in half. Alaba-
ma Gov. Kay Ivey said Sunday that Presi-
dent Joe Biden had approved a major disas-
ter declaration for the two hard-hit Alabama
counties.

The hymn “Amazing Grace” floated
across the lawn at Selma’s Crosspoint
Church, where services were held outside
because of the damage to the main sanctu-
ary. The service also honored the quick-
thinking teachers who got the children,
ranging in age from infants to S year olds, to
the building’s inner bathrooms and shielded
them with their own bodies as the twister
roared over them.

Sheila Stockman, a teacher at Crosspoint
Christian day care, said they made the deci-

siontoget the children tothe bathroom when
they saw the storm was headed for them.

“The walls started shaking and I told my
class, ‘Lie down and close youreyes’....and I
laid down on top of them until it was over,”
Stockman said.

Stockman said the teachers tried to reas-
sure the children as the tornado roared
above.

“Iwas praying and I kepttelling them, ‘It’s
OK.Igotyou. You’re OK.Ilovey’all,”” Shana
Lathan told her class as they huddled inside
the bathroom.

When it was over, Stockman said they
opened the bathroom door to see the sky
above them and parts of the building gone. A
room that held the preschoolers moments
earlier was filled with rubble.

At historic Brown Chapel AME, congre-
gation members handed out plates of food,
baby formula, diapers, water and other sup-
plies Sunday afternoon.

“There are so many people hurting here
right now that there is sort of like a mutual
misery, which requires a shared hope and a
shared vision to help us to help each other
through this,” the Rev. Leodis Strong said.

After leopard escape, cut found in monkey habitat

Associated Press

DALLAS — Police investigat-
ing after a clouded leopard escap-
ed her enclosure at the Dallas Zoo
said a cutting tool was used to in-
tentionally make an opening in
thefence of the small cat’shabitat,
and a similar cut was found at a
habitat for small monkeys.

Dallas police said Saturday
evening that they did not know if

the two incidents were related.
None of the langur monkeys es-
caped and none appeared to be
harmed.

On Friday, arriving zoo work-
ers discovered that a clouded
leopard named Nova was missing
from her habitat. A daylong
search ensued, during which the
z0o was closed while staff and po-
lice combed the 100-acre

grounds. She was discovered by
late afternoon near her habitat.

After it was determined that
Nova wasn’t injured, the zoo said
she spent Saturday with her sis-
ter, Luna, in their habitat,
“perched up on a high branch
while oh-so-many guests stopped
by to wish her well.”

Police and zoo officials have
said they have reviewed surveil-

lance footage, but would not say
what it showed or whether there
were potential suspects.

Animals have escaped enclo-
sures from the Dallas Zoo before.
The most notable incident was in
2004, when a 340-pound gorilla
named Jabari jumped over a wall
and wenton a40-minute rampage
that injured three people before
police shot and killed the animal.

Italy arrests No. 1 fugitive Mafia boss after 30 years on the run

Associated Press
ROME — Italy’s No. 1 fugi-
tive, convicted Mafia boss Mat-
teo Messina Denaro, was cap-
tured on Monday at a private
clinic in Palermo, Sicily, after
three decades on the run, Italian

paramilitary police said.
Messina Denaro was cap-
tured at the clinic where he was
receiving treatment for an un-
disclosed medical condition,
said Carabinieri Gen. Pasquale

Angelosanto, who heads the po-
lice force’s special operations
squad.

A pair of Carabinieri officers,
each holding an arm, walked
him down the front steps of the
upscale clinic and led him to a
waiting black van. He was taken
to a secret location by police im-
mediately after the arrest, Ita-
lian state television reported.

Messina Denaro, 60, who had
a power base in the port city of

Trapani, in western Sicily, was
considered Sicily’s Cosa Nostra
top boss even while a fugitive.

He was the last of three long-
time fugitive top-level Mafia
bosses who had for decades
eluded capture, and hundreds
of police officers over the years
had been tasked with tracking
him down.

Messina Denaro, who was
tried in absentia and convicted
of dozens of murders, faces

multiple life sentences.

He is set to be imprisoned for
two bombings in Sicily in 1992
that killed top anti-Mafia prose-
cutors Giovanni Falcone and
Paolo Borsellino, Falcone’s wife
and several of their bodyguards.
Another grisy crime he was con-
victed of is the murder of a Ma-
fia turncoat’s young son, who
was abducted and strangled be-
fore his body was dissolved in a
vat of acid.
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California gets more storms, dry days ahead

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — More rain and snow
fell during the weekend in storm-battered
California, making travel dangerous and
prompting evacuation warnings over flood-
ing concerns along a swollen river near Sac-
ramento.

Bands of gusty thunderstorms started
Saturday in the north and spread south,
with yet another atmospheric river storm
following close behind Sunday, the National
Weather Service said.

Up to two inches of rain was predicted for
the saturated Sacramento Valley, where
residents of semi-rural Wilton and sur-
rounding communities were warned to pre-
pare to leave if the Cosumnes River contin-
ued to rise. The warning was downgraded
from an evacuation order Sunday after-
noon.

Gusts and up to 3 feet of snow were ex-
pected in the Sierra Nevada, where the
weather service warned of hazardous driv-

ing conditions. Interstate 80, a key highway
from the San Francisco Bay Area to Lake
Tahoe ski resorts, reopened after being
closed most of Saturday because of slick
roads and snow.

The University of California Berkeley
Central Sierra Snow Lab tweeted Sunday
morning that it received 21.5 inches of snow
in 24 hours. Its snowpack of about 10 feet
was expected to grow several more feet by
Monday.

Abackcountry avalanche warning was is-
sued for the central Sierra, including the
greater Lake Tahoe area, through Monday.

The California Highway Patrol rescued
three people whose car slid off a rain-
slicked road and ended up teetering at the
edge of a cliff in the Santa Cruz Mountains
on Friday.

The occupants of the car “were scared for
their lives and were in disbelief” when they
were pulled safely from the car as the veh-
icle’s front end hung precariously over the

cliff’s edge, the highway patrol said in a
statement.

“We cannot stress this enough. Please
ONLY driveifit’s necessary,” the statement
said.

Just to the south in Santa Cruz County, the
tiny community of Felton Grove along the
San Lorenzo River was under an evacuation
warning.

The swollen Salinas River swamped
farmland in Monterey County. To the east,
flood warnings were in effect for Merced
County in the agricultural Central Valley,
where Gov. Gavin Newsom visited Satur-
day to take stock of problems and warn of
still more possible danger.

“We’re not done,” Newsom said. He
urged people to be vigilant about safety for a
few more days, when the last of a parade of
nine atmospheric rivers was expected to
move through.

Dry days are in this week’s forecast for
California starting Tuesday.

Missouri Dems calling
dress code ‘distraction’

Second Colorado library
closes for meth cleanup

Associated Press

Women who serve in the Mis-
souri House will face a tougher
dress code when they return to
the floor this week after a de-
bate that Democrats panned as
a pointless distraction from the
issues facing the state.

The new rules require fe-
male legislators and staff mem-
bers to wear a jacket such as a
cardigan or blazer.

The Republican lawmaker
who introduced the change said
it was done to ensure decorum
and mirror the men’s dress
code. Democrats called it ridic-
ulous, saying women shouldn’t
be policed for their fashion
choices.

Republican Rep. Ann Kelley,
who introduced the amend-
ment, said it cleans up lan-
guage in current House rules so
that the dress code for women
will mirror the dress code for
men.

“It is essential to always
maintain a formal and profes-
sional atmosphere on House

floor, and to ensure this hap-
pens, I have felt compelled to
offer this amendment,” she
said during Wednesday’s floor
debate.

Her initial amendment said
women would be required to
wear business attire — specifi-
cally a “jacket,” which would
include “blazers and knit blaz-
ers.”

After spirited debate, a re-
vised amendment was adopted
to clarify that a cardigan could
also be worn.

Men in the Missouri House of
Representatives were already
required to wear a jacket, shirt
and a tie. Under the previous
dress code, women were re-
quired to wear “dresses or
skirts or slacks worn with a
blazer or sweater and appro-
priate dress shoes or boots.” A
second layer of clothing was not
required.

Kelley said ensuring deco-
rum was a key reason behind
her proposal — an idea Demo-
crats seized on.

Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — For
the second time in a month, a Col-
orado library has closed its doors
to clean up methamphetamine
contamination.

Officials in the Denver suburb
of Englewood shut down the city
library last week within a couple
of hours of getting test results
Wednesday showing that the con-
tamination in the facility’s res-
trooms exceeded state thresh-
olds, city spokesman Chris Har-
guth said.

Other spaces such as counter-
tops also tested positive for lower
levels of the drug and will require
specialized cleaning, he said. The
larger-scale remediation work
will include removing tainted
surfaces, walls, ductwork and ex-
haust fan equipment. The city of
about 33,000 just south of Denver
decided to test for the drug after
officials in the nearby college
town of Boulder closed its main li-
brary after finding meth contam-
ination, Harguth said.

It is the latest example of the

balancing act urban libraries
have to navigate between making
their facilities be welcoming to all
while keeping them clean and
safe. When a rash of overdoses in
libraries were reported in the
mid 2010s as the opioid crisis
grew across the United States,
some libraries were equipped
with the antidote Naloxone,
known by the brand name Nar-
can.

So far it seems library closures
triggered by methamphetamine
contamination are limited to Col-
orado, according to spokesman
Raymond Garcia of the Ameri-
can Library Association, which is
unaware of any happening else-
where across the country in re-
cent years.

The group declined to com-
ment on whether drug use has
been increasing in libraries, cit-
ing a lack of up-to-date data.

Health officials have said meth
residue can be an irritant, caus-
ing symptoms like an itchy
throat, a runny nose and blood-
shot eyes.
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Gas tax collections back
after 10-month break

ATLANTA — Geor-

gia resumed collect-
ing a tax on gasoline of 29.1 cents
per gallon and tax on diesel of
32.6 cents per gallon from whole-
salers Wednesday. That change
is likely to trickle through rapid-
ly to retailers who sell fuel to
drivers.

In March, with broad biparti-
san support, Republican Gov.
Brian Kemp signed a law sus-
pending the state’s gas tax. He
signed seven separate exten-
sions after that, with the state for-
going an estimated $1.7 billion
million in revenue according to
the governor’s office.

Kemp kept the suspension in
place through his successful re-
election campaign against Dem-
ocrat Stacey Abrams, finally an-
nouncing in December that he
would stop extending it. The gas
tax break was part of Kemp’s
campaign to hand money to vot-
ers, saying he was helping them
fight inflation.

Last Tuesday, Georgia drivers
were paying the lowest gas pric-
es in the nation, according to mo-
torist group AAA, at an average
of $2.81 a gallon. The national av-
erage was $3.27 a gallon. The av-
erage diesel price in Georgia was
$4.49 a gallon. Gasoline prices in
Georgia are lower than a month
or a year ago after peaking at
$4.50 a gallon in June 2022.

Ex-lawmaker gets 22
months for wire fraud

BATON ROUGE —

Former Louisiana
Democratic Party leader Karen
Carter Peterson, who resigned
from the state Senate last year
year citing depression and a
gambling addiction — and later

pleaded guilty to federal wire
fraud — was sentenced on
Wednesday to 22 months in pris-
on.

Peterson, who served in the
Louisiana Legislature for more
than 22 years, admitted in Au-
gust to taking more than $140,000
in funds from her reelection
campaign and from the state
Democratic Party. The ex-law-
maker spent a “substantial
amount” of that money on casino
gambling, according to court
documents.

Although the felony charge of
federal wire fraud carries a max-
imum prison sentence of 20
years, U.S. District Judge Sarah
Vance sentenced Peterson to sig-
nificantly less, The Advocate re-
ported.

At the sentencing, Peterson
cried at the podium and repented
for her criminal wrongdoing —
apologizing to her constituents,
family and friends.

Governor proposes 8.7%
raise for state workers

M JEFFERSON CITY

— Missouri Gov.
Mike Parson is proposing an
8.7% pay raise for all state work-
ers — plus a bonus for some in
strenuous jobs — as a way to off-
set inflation and discourage em-
ployees from leaving for better-
paying jobs.

The governor’s plan outlined
Wednesday needs approval from
the Legislature before it can take
effect. Parson said he wants law-
makers to act quickly, so that the
raises can appear in employee
paychecks by March 31.

The governor said there are
about 7,000 open positions across
state government, and the pay
raises are necessary tokeep pace
with rising wages in the private
sector.

In addition to the 8.7% cost of
living increase, workers in cer-
tain congregate care facilities
such as prisons, mental health fa-
cilities and veterans nursing
homes would get a $2 per hour
shift differential.

Probe of whale deaths
sought amid wind prep
N ATLANTIC CITY —

As the stench of a dead
whale hung in the air, environ-
mentalists and opponents of off-
shore wind stood on a beach
where the marine mammal lay
buried Monday and called for a
federal probe into a spate of
whale deaths in New Jersey and
New York.

Groups from the two states
wrote President Joe Biden re-
questing a probe of the deaths of
six whales that washed ashore
over the last 33 days in areas be-
ing prepared for large-scale off-
shore wind farms. They are also
asking for a halt to site work until
the causes are determined.

Cindy Zipf, executive director
of New Jersey-based Clean
Ocean Action, called the rate of
whale deaths in the two states un-
precedented.

She said survey boats explore
the ocean floor using focused
pulses of low-frequency sound in
the same frequency that whales
hear and communicate, which
could potentially harm or disori-
ent the animals.

Officials probe averted
plane crash at airport
NEW YORK — Offi-
cials are investigating
aclose call at a New York airport
Friday night between a plane
that was crossing a runway and
another that was preparing for
takeoff.
“(Expletive)! Delta 1943, can-

cel takeoff clearance! Delta1943,
cancel takeoff clearance!” an air
controller said in an audio rec-
ording of Air Traffic Control
communications when he no-
ticed the other plane, operated
by American Airlines, crossing
in front. The recording was made
by LiveATC, a website that mon-
itors and posts flight communi-
cations.

Delta Air Lines’ departing
Boeing 737 plane then came to a
safe stop on the John F. Kennedy
International Airport runway as
the other crossed in front around
8:45 p.m., the Federal Aviation
Administration said in a state-
ment.

The Delta plane stopped about
1,000 feet from where the Amer-
ican Airlines plane had crossed
from an adjacent taxiway, ac-
cording to the FAA statement.

Universal to open theme
park for young children

FRISCO — Universal

Parks & Resorts is
bringing a theme park to Texas
that will focus on entertaining
young children, officials an-
nounced Wednesday.

The “one-of-a-kind” park in
the Dallas suburb of Frisco will
include attractions, interactive
shows and opportunities for
meet-and-greets with charac-
ters, the company said in a news
release.

It is expected to be about a
quarter of the size of the compa-
ny’s large Orlando theme parks,
according to Page Thompson,
the company’s president of new
ventures.

Universal Parks & Resorts re-
cently purchased 97 acres,
where the park and a 300-room
hotel will be located, officials
said.

— From wire reports
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Bills, Bengals escape wild-card upsets

Associated Press

The Bengals-Bills rematch coming next
week almost didn’t happen.

Both teams squeaked past undermanned
opponents on Sunday, beating backup
quarterbacks to advance to the AFC divi-
sional round.

First, the Bills blew a 17-0 lead against
Miami and had to rally for a 34-31 victory.
Then, the Bengals were 1 yard from trailing
the Ravens in the fourth quarter before
Sam Hubbard returned a fumble 98 yards
for the decisive score, and Cincinnati bare-
ly held on for a 24-17 victory.

This time, the Bengals will visit Buffalo.
They met in Cincinnati on Jan. 2, when the
game was stopped after Bills safety Damar
Hamlin collapsed in the first quarter and
needed to be resuscitated on the field.
Hamlin is home following a remarkable re-
covery.

The Bills (14-3) struggled against No. 7
seed Miami, a 13%2-point underdog. The
Dolphins, who were down to rookie third-
string quarterback Skylar Thompson, took
a 24-20 lead in the third quarter when Josh
Allen was strip-sacked and Zach Sieler
scored on a S-yard return.

But Thompson, a seventh-round pick
starting his third game because Tua Tago-
vailoa and Teddy Bridgewater are injured,
threw an interception on third-and-19 from
his 8 that led to a short field and a go-ahead
score for the Bills.

“It was a bad decision on my part,” said
Thompson, who was 18-for-4S for 220 yards

with one TD and two interceptions. “Just
got to know the situation we’re in there. ... I
just got to understand the situation there
and just take yards and play field position
there and not force something. That one
hurts. But just got to learn from it.”

Allen and the Bills were sloppy and out of
rhythm despite racking up 423 yards. Allen
threw two picks that led to 11 points before
his fumble led to another touchdown.

“At the end of the day, all that matters is
winning the game,” Allen said. “If it’s by
one or by 100, these are one-week seasons
now. Everything you got. It’s win or go
home.”

The Bills have to play much better to beat
the Bengals. Same goes for Cincinnati.

The Bengals (13-4) fell behind Baltimore
10-9 after leading 9-0. They were fortunate
it wasn’t 14-9 at halftime because the Rav-
ens had a first down at the 3 and settled for
a field goal.

With the score tied at 17 in the fourth
quarter, the Ravens drove to the Bengals 1.
But Tyler Huntley, filling in for the injured
Lamar Jackson, lost the ball when he held it
out and leaped at the goal line.

The Ravens had players behind Huntley
in the backfield ready to push him into the
end zone but the third-year pro decided to
try to jump in.

“We just didn’t execute it right,” Ravens
coach John Harbaugh said. “Tyler went
over the top. It was designed for him to go
low.”

The Bengals couldn’t generate anything

on offense the rest of the game, punting
three times and totaling 19 yards, allowing
the Ravens to stay in.

Huntley had Baltimore driving at Cincin-
nati’s 17 in the final minute before a holding
penalty and incompletions set up a fourth-
and-20 from the 27. Huntley’s desperation
pass into the end zone bounced off Ravens
wideout James Proche’s hands.

“Our defense really carried us in the
fourth quarter,” Bengals coach Zac Taylor
said.

The Bengals will need Joe Burrow and
the offense to get back on track after put-
ting up just 234 total yards to have a shot
against the Bills.

The Bengals have won nine in a row
while the Bills have an eight-game winning
streak. One streak will end next Sunday.

While the Dolphins and Ravens couldn’t
pull off upsets, Daniel Jones and the New
York Giants had the right stuff against the
Minnesota Vikings.

The 9-win Giants knocked off the 13-win
Vikings 31-24 behind an outstanding per-
formance from Jones, who threw for 301
yards and two TDs in his playoff debut. The
Giants move on to face the No. 1 seed Phila-
delphia Eagles.

After Brock Purdy and the San Francisco
49ers routed Seattle to kick off wild-card
weekend, the next four games were decid-
ed by one score. Tom Brady and the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers hosted the Dallas Cowboys
on Monday night to determine which team
faces the Niners next.

Giants beat Vikings, earn first playoff win in 11 years

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — First-year head coach
Brian Daboll had his upstart team fully pre-
pared. Daniel Jones played at alevel well be-
yond his experience.

The New York Giants came confidently
into Minnesota’s raucous stadium and beat
the tight-finish masters at their own game.

Jones passed for 301 yards and two touch-
downs and ran for 78 yardsin his first career
playoff game for the Giants in a 31-24 wild-
card victory on Sunday that gave the Vikings
their firstlossin12 one-score games this sea-
son.

“A cornerstone franchise like this with
such a rich history, this is what we’re sup-
posed to do,” wide receiver Darius Slayton
said. “We’re supposed to go to the playoffs.

We’re supposed to be a winning team. We’re
justgoing tokeep trying tolive up to the lega-
cy that’s been here.”

Saquon Barkley rushed for two scores, in-
cluding the tiebreaker midway through the
fourth quarter. Jones became the first quar-
terback in NFL history to hit these thresh-
olds in a postseason game: 300-plus yards
passing, two-plus passing touchdowns and
70-plus yards rushing.

“He’s aspecial player,” said Barkley, who
had 109 total yards on only 14 touches. “This
is where you can create your legacy in the
playoffs, and what a way to start it off.”

The defense finished off the franchise’s
first playoff win since the Super Bowl 11
years ago by swarming tight end T.J. Hock-
enson at midfield after a 3-yard reception

from Kirk Cousins on fourth-and-8 to force a
turnover on downs with 1:44 to go and no ti-
meouts left for the Vikings (13-5).

The Giants (10-7-1) advanced to play No. 1
seed and NFC East rival Philadelphia in the
divisional round next Saturday night. They
converted seven of 13 third downs and had
their way with a Vikings defense that has
been vulnerable all season, averaging 8.3
yards per play in the first half.

Cousins went 31-for-39 for 273 yards and
two scores and a rushing touchdown to cap
the game’s opening possession, the too-short
throw to Hockenson his one glaring mistake.
Cousins was more upset by his placement on
the third-and-8 pass to K.J. Osborn — who
had a first-half touchdown catch — that was
knocked down by Cor’Dale Flott.
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Nadal struggles during opening victory

Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Rafael Nadal never truly
seemed in danger of becoming
the first Australian Open de-
fending men’s champion to lose
in the first round since his cur-
rent coach, Carlos Moya, man-
aged to beat Boris Becker a
quarter of a century ago.

Still, this was not a vintage
performance by Nadal, who
came into Monday’s matchup
against 21-year-old Jack Draper
with an 0-2 record in 2023 and
six losses in his past seven out-
ings overall. After nearly two
hours of so-so play, Nadal found
himself even at a set apiece.

He appeared to be pulling
away, taking advantage of his
opponent’s bout with cramps on
an afternoon with the temper-
ature at about 85 degrees, when
suddenly Draper went up by a
break in the fourth set. From
there, though, Nadal didn’t drop
another game, beginning his
pursuit of a record-extending
23rd Grand Slam championship
with a 7-§, 2-6, 6-4, 6-1 win that
took more than 3%2 hours in Rod
Laver Arena.

“I need a victory, so that’s the
main thing,” Nadal said.
“Doesn’t matter the way.”

That’s good, then, because the

36-year-old from Spain was not
in peak form. All in all, it was a
bitof astruggle. He tried toputa
silver-lining spin on things,
nonetheless, given his recent
track record and knowing that
he tore an abdominal muscle
twice in the past six months.

“I was humble enough to ac-
cept that (there were) going to
be a little bit of ups and downs
during the match,” Nadal said.
“(That’s a) typical thing when
you are not in a winning mood.”

Both men are left-handers,
but that is pretty much where
the similarities end, whether in
terms of style, age, experience
or accomplishments.

Nadal, who is seeded No. 1 be-
cause top-ranked Carlos Alca-
razis sidelined with an injury, is
appearing in his 67th Grand
Slam tournament. Draper,
ranked a career-best No. 38 this
week, was making his fourth
trip to a major and his best
showing was getting to the third
round at the U.S. Open last Sep-
tember.

Draper has also faced prob-
lems dealing with steamy condi-
tions: In his ATP Tour debut at
the Miami Open in March 2021,
he collapsed on court and need-
ed to stop playing after one set.

“Real honor to play against

him, someone I've idolized
growing up. To go toe-to-toe
with him on a big court like that
is special,” Draper said. “I can
take away the fact that my ten-
nis is getting closer and closer.
And physically, I'll be first to
say I’m still a work in progress.”

This time, signs of trouble
showed up early, and Draper
was treated by a trainer during
changeovers. Later, he mas-
saged his right thigh between
points.

Nadal, not surprisingly, wore
Draper down from the baseline,
engaging in exchanges before
finding an opening to yank a big
forehand this way or that.

“When you win matches, you
are more relaxed,” Nadal said.
“You are more confident.”

His next opponent will be
Mackie McDonald, a past
NCAA champion at UCLA who
won an all-American matchup
against Brandon Nakashima
that lasted 4 hours by a 7-6 (5),
7-6 (1), 1-6, 6-7 (10), 6-4 score.

The No. 1-seeded woman, Iga
Swiatek, followed Nadal into
Laver for the night session and
found herself in a tight second
set before reeling off the last
four games to eliminate 69th-
ranked Jule Niemeier 6-4, 7-S.

Americans Jessica Pegula,

Coco Gauff and Danielle Col-
lins, the 2022 runner-up at Mel-
bourne Park, also reached the
second round with straight-set
victories Monday, and 2017 U.S.
Open finalist Madison Keys
won in three sets. Others ad-
vancing included 2019 U.S.
Open champion Bianca An-
dreescu, 2021 U.S. Open cham-
pion Emma Raducanu and
sixth-seeded Maria Sakkari,
while two-time Australian Open
champion Victoria Azarenka
got past 2020 winner Sofia Ke-
nin 6-4, 7-6 (3).

There were plenty of other
mayjor titlists on the packed Day
1 schedule, with Petra Kvitova,
Elena Rybakina, Jelena Osta-
penko and Barbora Krejcikova
among the winners. But three-
time Slam champ Stan Wawrin-
ka bowed out with a 6-7 (3), 6-3,
1-6,7-6 (2), 6-4 loss to Alex Mol-
can.

The biggest surprise of the
day came off the court: the with-
drawal of Wimbledon finalist
Nick Kyrgios, who needs sur-
gery on his left knee.

Men who moved on included
No. 3-seeded Stefanos Tsitsipas,
No. 6 Felix Auger-Aliassime,
No. 10 Hubert Hurkacz, No. 16
Frances Tiafoe and No. 20 De-
nis Shapovalov.

Canucks outlast Hurricanes in SO on Pettersson goal

Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — Elias Pet-
tersson scored on the final at-
tempt in the shootout as the
Vancouver Canucks beat the
Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 on
Sunday night and avoided a
winless five-game trip.

Ethan Bear, J.T. Miller and
Brock Boeser scored in regula-
tion for the Canucks, who went
1-4-0 in five road games. Boes-
er’s goal with 17 seconds left in
regulation forced overtime. Col-
lin Delia stopped 29 shots.

“They play hard because
we’re all in it together,” Ca-

nucks coach Bruce Boudreau
said. “They’re a good group and
they want to win. It doesn’t work
all the time.”

Sebastian Aho scored with
2:52 remaining in regulation to
break a tie for the Hurricanes.
Paul Stastny and Jordan Marti-
nook had first-period goals for
Carolina, which squandered a
two-goal lead at home for the
second time in a week. Pyotr
Kochetkov made 29 saves and
slipped to 0-3-1 in four games
since winning on Dec. 20.

“We were trying,” Martinook
said. “It just wasn’t 100% there,

that’s for sure.”

Andrei Kuzmenko converted
on Vancouver’s first shootout
attempt. After Andrei Svechni-
kov evened it for Carolina, Pet-
tersson sealed the win.

The Hurricanes won twice
over the previous three nights,
but seemed to be lacking ener-
gy.

“We were flat, tired,” coach
Rod Brind’Amour said. “I think
the game (Saturday night ver-
sus Pittsburgh) we put every-
thing into that one. But you
know what? We still had the
game in our hand to win it.”

The Hurricanes appeared in
good shape after Aho scored his
14th of the season for a 3-2 lead
at 17:08 of the third. The Ca-
nucks pulled Delia and tied the
game on Boeser’s goal.

Canadiens 2, Rangers 1:
Cole Caufield scored the go-
ahead goal midway through the
third period and Sam Montem-
beault made 38 saves to lead vis-
iting Montreal over New York.

Jets 2, Coyotes 1: Blake
Wheeler’s goal in the second pe-
riod proved to be the winner as
host Winnipeg dealt Arizona its
ninth straight loss.
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Soriano’s big game lifts St. John’s over UConn

Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — St
John’s did something Sunday it
had not done in 35 years — beat
UConn in Hartford.

Joel Soriano scored 19 points
and grabbed 13 rebounds to lead
the Red Storm (13-6, 3-S Big East)
over the No. 6 Huskies (15-4,4-4),
who have lost four of five after
starting the season with 14
straight wins.

St.John’sscored 22 points off 21
UConn turnovers and outscored
the Huskies 44-28 in the paint.

The double-double was the
16th of the season for Soriano. AJ
Storr and Posh Alexander each
added 14 points for the Red
Storm, who have won twoin arow
after a five-game losing streak.

“This game provesalot,” Soria-
no said. “It shows what we can do
when we’re together, when we’re
connected. It just shows that

when we’ve got our hats on, we do
good.”

Dylan Addae-Wusu and Rafael
Pinzon added 12 points each for
St. John’s and Andre Curbelo had
10.

Jordan Hawkins led all scorers
with a career-high 31 for UConn,
but 20 of those came in the first
half. Alex Karaban had 16 points,
and Adama Sanogo added 14
points and 10 rebounds for the
Huskies.

The game was tied at the half,
but St. John’s scored the first two
baskets afterintermission and led
the entire second half.

The Red Storm went up 68-60
on a breakaway dunk by AJ Storr
after UConn missed four shots
that could have cut the lead tofour
points. That was part of a 9-0 run
that put the Red Storm up by 13.
They led by as many as 16 points
with 2 minutes left.

“It’s a good day to be a John-
nie,” coach Mike Anderson said.
“I thought our guys had been
trending in the right direction and
today we put 40 minutes togeth-
er.”

The Huskies were up by as
many as eight points in the first
half before St. John’s fought its
way back, and after a 12-2 run,
went up 27-22. The teams traded
leads the rest of the half and went
into intermission tied at 38.

“Their program was a lot
tougher than our program today
and I didn’t see it coming.”
UConn coach Dan Hurley said.
“We looked weak and unpre-
pared. They were just way tough-
er.”

No. 12 Xavier 80, No. 25 Mar-
quette 76: Souley Boum and
Jack Nunge each scored 16 points
and the host Musketeers won
their 11th straight game by taking

down the Golden Eagles.

Olivier-Maxence Prosper
made a jumper to cut Xavier’s
lead to 78-76 with 8 seconds left.
Boum then hit two free throws to
seal the victory.

Six players scored in double
figures for Xavier (15-3, 7-0 Big
East), which is off to its best start
ever in Big East play. Nunge had
11 rebounds for his fifth double-
double this season and second
straight.

lowa 81, Maryland 67: Tony
Perkins scored a career-high 22
points on 10-for-13 shooting, Kris
Murray made eight of 15 from the
field and finished with 19 points
and the host Hawkeyes won their
fourth straight, shooting a season-
high 60% from the field.

Iowa is averaging 85.3 points
during its winning streak that be-
gan with a 91-89 victory at No. 15
Indiana.

LeBron hits 38K, but Embiid leads 76ers past Lakers

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — LeBron James be-
came the second player in NBA history to
score 38,000 career points, but Joel Embiid
had 35 points and 11 rebounds while the Phi-
ladelphia 76ers held off the Los Angeles
Lakers 113-112 Sunday night for their sev-
enth win in nine games.

Russell Westbrook failed to get off a clean
shot or a pass in the final second under de-
fense from Embiid, allowing the 76ers to
hold on for their fourth straight road win.
Westbrook claimed he was fouled by Embi-
id, who disagreed.

James put up 35 points, 10 assists and
eight rebounds for the depleted Lakers, who
have lost three straight after a five-game
winning streak. James surpassed 38,000
points with a jumper that was part of his 8-
for-9 start with 16 points in the first quarter.

“It’s just frustrating to get into those posi-
tions and not be able to come out with the
victory,” James said. “We got the stop, gave
ourselves a chance to win, and didn’t exe-
cute. ... We’re playing good basketball.
We’re just not winning games.”

James Harden added 24 points and 13 as-
sists for Philadelphia, which swept the sea-
son series and beat Los Angeles for the sixth
straight time.

“Wasn’t one of our better games, espe-
cially defensively,” 76ers coach Doc Rivers
said. “We had no pace. We were tired. As a
coach, you’re saying, ‘Let’s just get to the
fourth quarter and see if we can win it.””

Nuggets 119, Magic 116: Nikola Jokic
hit a go-ahead three-pointer with 1.2 sec-
onds remaining, capping his 12th triple-
double of the season, and Denver won its
13th in a row at home by beating the Magic.

Jokic connected from the top of the key,
stepping back to get the shot away over
Franz Wagner to finish with 17 points, 14 as-
sists and 10 rebounds. It was his 88th career
triple-double.

Aaron Gordon led the Nuggets with 25
points, including a pair of free throws that
gave the Nuggets a 116-115 lead with 16 sec-
onds remaining. Jamal Murray added 18
points.

Bulls 132, Warriors 118: Nikola Vucevic
matched a career high with 43 points and
host Chicago snapped an 11-game losing
streak against Golden State.

Zach LaVine added 27 points despite 1-
for-8 shooting from three-point range as the
Bulls (20-24) snapped a three-game losing
streak. They won without leading scorer
DeMar DeRozan, who missed his third con-
secutive game due to a right quad strain.

Trail Blazers 140, Mavericks 123: Da-
mian Lillard scored 40 points and host Por-
tland beat Dallas to earn consecutive wins
for the first time since mid-December.

Portland snapped a five-game losing
streak with a 136-119 victory on Saturday in
the first game.

Clippers 121, Rockets 100: Terance
Mann scored a career-high 31 points, Kawhi
Leonard added 30 and host Los Angeles ex-
tended Houston’s season-worst skid to 10
straight games.

Both teams were shorthanded. Houston
starters Jalen Green and Jae’Sean Tate
served one-game suspensions for leaving
the bench area during an on-court alterca-
tion in Friday’s loss at Sacramento.

Knicks 117, Pistons 104: Julius Randle
had 42 points and 1S rebounds as visiting
New York extended its winning streak
against Detroit to 11 games.

Thunder 112, Nets 102: Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander and Josh Giddey each scored 28
points to lead visiting Oklahoma City over
Brooklyn.

Kings 132, Spurs 119: Harrison Barnes
scored 29 points, Domantas Sabonis had 18
points and 18 rebounds, and visiting Sacra-
mento extended its winning streak to four
games with a victory over San Antonio.
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