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Study finds high food insecurity in military

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

More than 25% of active-duty service
members lack consistent access to enough
food for their households, and Army per-
sonnel or on-base residents are especially at
risk for food insecurity, according to a new
report.

The findings in the Rand Corp. study are
at odds with the conventional wisdom that
those most prone to food insecurity in the
ranks are junior enlisted members with
large families.

Instead, the majority of those affected,
67%, were early- to mid-career enlisted per-
sonnel between the pay grades of E-4 and
E-6, Rand said.

“Food insecure members were more like-
ly than food secure members to report being
single with children or married without
children,” the report said. “They also were
more likely to be a racial or ethnic minority
and were disproportionately in the Army, to
alesser extent in the Navy, and rarely in the
Air Force.”

But the study, published Tuesday, also in-

dicated uncertainty about the root causes of
the problem. One question that vexed re-
searchers: Why do enlisted personnel who
earn more than their civilian counterparts
report much higher levels of food insecur-
ity?

Only 9% of civilians with similar charac-
teristics struggle to put food on the table, a
difference of 16 percentage points, accord-
ing to the study.

“The higher rate of food insecurity
among military personnel is surprising and
needs to be better understood,” the report
said.

Study participants were asked a series of
questions on food security such as how often
they could not afford sufficient groceries
and whether they skipped meals because of
a lack of money.

The study, which Congress directed the
Pentagon to sponsor as part of the 2020 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, found
that 15.4% of troops would be classified by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture as hav-
ing low food security in 2018.

A further10.4% could be classified as hav-

ing very low food security. The USDA de-
fines food security as “access by all people
at all times to enough food for an active,
healthy life.”

Among the key findings: 14% reported us-
ing government food assistance programs
in the past year, while others were con-
cerned that seeking help could negatively
affect their career or security clearance.
Food-insecure members also were more
likely to report having a second job or a
spouse with a part-time job.

Still, the findings suggest that at least
some military members are opting to keep
money in reserve rather than spend it on
immediate food needs.

For example, 69% of food-insecure ser-
vice members reported having money in
savings for emergency expenses.

And 29% reported being “very comforta-
ble and secure” or “able to make ends meet
without much difficulty” despite qualifying
as food-insecure. Of the remaining 71%,
nearly two-thirds reported that their diffi-
culties were “occasional” versus “tough” or
“in over your head,” Rand said.

Report: DOD must better manage fleet of fighter jets

By Douc G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon needs
to do a better job managing the risks of re-
placing aging fighter jets and should share
information with Congress so it can make
better spending decisions and avoid gaps in
air superiority, a top federal watchdog con-
cluded in a recent report.

Federal and independent analysts have
determined some fixed-wing tactical attack
aircraft are outliving their life spans and, in
some cases, there aren’t planes to replace
them yet, according to a study by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office.

“Most of [the military’s] existing tactical
aircraft first entered service in the 1970s
and 1980s and have exceeded their original
service lives,” the 49-page report states,
noting the GAO did the study after Congress
asked for a review of capability gaps and
shortfalls with military attack planes.

“Tactical aircraft — fixed-wing fighter

and attack planes — provide air-to-air, air-
to-ground, and electronic warfare capabil-
ities that are vital to combat operations and
homeland defense,” according to the report.
“Recent studies conducted by the Depart-
ment of Defense’s Joint Staff and the mil-
itary services have found that [the Penta-
gon] needs to modernize its tactical aircraft
fleet.”

The watchdog warned, however, the Pen-
tagon risks spending valuable funds on du-
plicate or redundant efforts and leaving
critical goals unmet, which could create a
gap in tactical aerial capabilities.

The GAO analyzed several different mil-
itary studies in two years, as well as budget
and investment records for aircraft used by
the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps. It al-
so studied the Pentagon’s decision-making
process in funding newer aircraft.

“Seven of eight studies found that exist-
ing aircraft did not have the capabilities
needed to compete in future combat scena-

rios,” the report said. “And some noted the
need to invest in advanced technologies to
address future needs. Three of the studies

.. identified shortfalls in the Navy’s capac-
ity, or inventory of tactical aircraft.”

The report shows many of the military’s
fixed-wing tactical aircraft are decades old.
The GAO said the Air Force’s fleet of A-10
Thunderbolts, for example, have an aver-
age age of 40.4 years. The A-10’s replace-
ment is the relatively new F-35A. Similarly,
F/A-18s flown by the Navy and Marine
Corps have an average age of 28 years, and
they will be replaced ultimately by the
F-35’s Band Cvariants. Only alimited num-
ber of F-35s have been delivered so far. Ac-
cording to the GAO, the Air Force has fewer
than 300 F-35As and several dozen B and C
variants have been delivered to the Navy
and Marine Corps. The Pentagon also has
yet to designate replacements for the Air
Force’s F-16 Fighting Falcon and the Navy’s
EA-18G Growler.



PaGE 2

e STRIPES LITE °

Wednesday, January 4, 2023

General cleared in online spat with Fox host

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

ATLANTA — Maj. Gen. Pa-
trick Donahoe, the former com-
mander of Fort Benning, Ga.,
retired from the Army on Sun-
day after he was cleared of
wrongdoing in an investigation
into his use of social media dur-
ing a clash with a Fox News
broadcaster.

“Elvis has left the building,”
Donahoe tweeted from his Twit-
ter account Sunday, announc-
ing his retirement, which had
been held up for months by an
Army probe into his past use of
that social media account.

Donahoe said Tuesday that
he was cleared to retire without
any negative administrative ac-

tion following the investigation.
He officially retired from the
Army as a two-star general, ac-
cording to a service document.

Army spokespeople did not
immediately provide comment
Tuesday about Donahoe’s re-
tirement.

Service officials acknowl-
edged in September that Dona-
hoe’s retirement, initially ex-
pected in the fall, had been de-
layed as the Army completed
reviews of his online behavior,
sparked in part by his March
2021 Twitter clash with Fox
News broadcaster Tucker Carl-
son.

Donahoe commanded Fort
Benning and its Maneuver Cen-
ter of Excellence from July

2020 through July 2022. He
tweeted regularly during his
tenure, amassing more than
25,000 followers. He often inter-
acted with other service mem-
bers about topics that impact
the military and troops’ lives.

In March 2021, Donahoe
called out Carlson on Twitter af-
ter the television host aired a
segment criticizing Pentagon
leaders for taking new steps
aimed at recruiting and retain-
ing more female troops, which
the television host blasted as
softening and “making a mock-
ery of the U.S. military.” At the
same time, Carlson claimed
China’s military was becoming
“more masculine.”

Donahoe responded by tweet-

ing a video of himself reenlist-
ing a female staff sergeant at
Fort Benning. He wrote it was
“just a reminder that @Tucker-

Carlson couldn’t be more
wrong.”
The Army investigation

found “national media cover-
age” that followed Donahoe’s
tweets “brought a measurable
amount of negative publicity to
the Army.” Investigators also
criticized some of Donahoe’s
other actions on Twitter, includ-
ing his strong stance in support-
ing a Pentagon coronavirus vac-
cine mandate.

Meanwhile, other service
members took to Twitter to
blast the investigation’s find-
ings and defend Donahoe.

South Korea considers suspending
‘confidence building’ pact with North

By Davip CHot
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — South Korea’s presi-
dent suggested he would sus-
pend a nearly S-year-old agree-
ment designed to lower military
tensions with the North, a
spokeswoman said on Wednes-
day.

South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol directed the National
Security Office to consider sus-
pending the agreement signed
by then-South Korean Defense
Minister Song Young-moo and
his North Korean counterpart,
No Kwang-chol, on Sept. 19,
2018, senior press secretary
Kim Eun Hye said at a news
briefing in Seoul.

The agreement, which imme-
diately followed a summit in Py-
ongyang between then-South
Korean President Moon Jae-in
and North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un, directs both Koreas
“to completely cease all hostile

acts against each other in every
domain, including land, air and
sea that are the source of mili-
tary tension and conflict.”

The “confidence building”
measures in the agreement es-
tablished no-fly zones for air-
craft and unarmed aerial vehi-
cles and barred Seoul and Py-
ongyang from conducting artil-
lery drills near the border.

Yoon during a meeting with
senior officials Wednesday also
directed the military to contin-
ue developing an “overwhelm-
ing response capability beyond
a proportional level to North
Korean provocations,” Kim
said.

Yoon’s shift away from the
agreement comes days after
North Korean drones were de-
tected in the South’s airspace
for the first time in five years.

Five drones were discovered
Dec. 26 over northern Seoul and
on the western coast. They flew
for roughly five hours and were

visible from the ground, accord-
ing to South Korea’s military.
Despite a military helicopter
firing about 100 rounds at the
drones, none were downed.

The incident prompted the
Ministry of National Defense to
apologize for failing to take out a
drone.

South Korea’s military re-
sponded to the incursion on the
same day by sending three sur-
veillance drones north of the
border, according to the minis-
try.

The U.N. Command, which is
tasked with enforcing the armi-
stice agreement between North
and South Korea, said it was in-
vestigating the incident.

Yoon, a member of the con-
servative People Power Party,
also ordered the military to
mass-produce small drones
within the year, and develop an
indigenous “drone-killer sys-
tem,” Kim said during Wednes-
day’s news briefing.

Japan’s PM
sets US visit

By JosEPH DITZLER
Stars and Stripes

Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
da of Japan will meet with Pres-
ident Joe Biden at the White
House on Jan. 13, the White
House said Wednesday.

Biden looks forward to Kishi-
da’s visit “to further deepen ties
between our governments,
economies, and our people,” ac-
cording to a statement from
White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre.

They will have much to talk
about, including Japan’s plans
to bolster its armaments with
purchases of Tomahawk mis-
siles from the United States,
part of Japan’s record-breaking
$51 billion military spending
plan approved in December by
the Cabinet; and the persistent
presence by the navies of China
and Russia in the seas around
Japan, including the south-
ward-stretching Nansei Island
chain that includes Okinawa.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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McCarthy vows to press
on as GOP in disarray

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republican leader
Kevin McCarthy failed anew to win the
House speakership Wednesday in a dra-
matic fourth round of voting as the chamber
plunged into Day Two of the new Congress
with no end in sight for the political chaos
that GOP conservatives have created.

McCarthy fared no better than he did on
opening day ballots as 20 conservative hol-
douts rejected him with their votes. No
minds appeared to have changed, and he
fell far short of the 218 votes typically need-
ed to win the gavel.

The California Republican vowed to keep
fighting despite losing in multiple rounds of
voting that threw the new majority into tu-
mult a day earlier.

The House gaveled in at noon, and a
McCarthy ally quickly re-nominated him
for the job with a rousing speech designed to
peel off detractors.

“Sure, it looks messy,” said Rep. Mike
Gallagher, R-Wis. But democracy is messy,
he said. “The American people are in
charge.”

McCarthy himself entered the chamber
saying, “We’ll have another vote.”

But the dynamic proved no different from

Day One, as Democrats re-upped their lead-
er, Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, for speaker, and a
right-flank leader from the Freedom Cau-
cus offered a challenge to McCarthy —
nominating Rep. Byron Donalds, R-Fla., in
another history making moment. Both Jef-
fries and Donalds are Black.

It was the first time in 100 years that a
nominee for House speaker could not take
the gavel on the first vote, but McCarthy ap-
peared undeterred. Instead, he vowed to
fight to the finish, encouraged, he said, by
former President Donald Trump to end the
disarray and pull the party together.

Early Wednesday, Trump publicly urged
Republicans to vote for McCarthy: “CLOSE
THE DEAL, TAKE THE VICTORY,” he
wrote on his social media site. He added:
“REPUBLICANS, DO NOT TURN A
GREAT TRIUMPH INTO A GIANT & EM-
BARRASSING DEFEAT.”

As the spectacle of voting dragged on,
McCarthy’s backers implored the holdouts
to fall in line for the California Republican.

“We all came here to get things done,” the
second-ranking Republican, Rep. Steve
Scalise, said in a speech nominating McCar-
thy for the vote and urging his colleagues to
drop their protest.

Man suspected of driving car off
cliff in California intentionally

Associated Press

MONTARA, Calif. — The driver of a car
that plunged off a cliff in Northern Califor-
nia, seriously wounding two children and a
second adult after the 250-foot drop, was ar-
rested on suspicion of attempted murder
and child abuse, the California Highway Pa-
trol said Tuesday.

Dharmesh A. Patel of Pasadena will be
booked into San Mateo County Jail after
he’s released from a hospital, the highway
patrol said in a statement.

“CHP investigators worked throughout
the night interviewing witnesses and gath-
ering evidence from the scene,” the high-
way patrol statement said. “Based on the
evidence collected, investigators developed
probable cause to believe this incident was
an intentional act.”

Patel, 42, was in the car with a 41-year-old
woman, a 7-year-old girl, and a 4-year-old
boy, according to court documents cited by
CBS News. It was not immediately clear if
they were all members of the same family.

However, Patel is a doctor in radiology at
Providence Holy Cross Medical Center in
the Mission Hills area of Los Angeles, and a
statement released by the hospital on Tues-
day indicated that members of his family
were in the car.

“Providence Holy Cross Medical Center
is deeply saddened to learn of a traffic in-
cident involving one of our physicians and
his family,” said the statement, which was
reported by KABC-TV. “We are extremely
grateful there were no serious injuries. We
will not respond further, as this incident is
under investigation.”

FDA finalizes
expansion of
abortion pills

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Food and Drug
Administration on Tuesday finalized a rule
change that broadens availability of abor-
tion pills to many more pharmacies, in-
cluding large chains and mail-order com-
panies.

The Biden administration partially im-
plemented the change last year, announc-
ing it would no longer enforce a long-stand-
ing requirement that women pick up the
medicine in person. Tuesday’s action for-
mally updates the drug’s labeling to allow
many more retail pharmacies to dispense
the pills, so long as they complete a certifi-
cation process.

The change could expand access at both
brick-and-mortar stores and online phar-
macies. Women can get a prescription via
telehealth consultation with a health pro-
fessional, and then receive the pills
through the mail, where permitted by law.

Still, the rule change’s impact has been
blunted by numerous state laws limiting
abortion broadly and the pills specifically.
Legal experts foresee years of court battles
over access to the pills, as abortion-rights
proponents bring test cases to challenge
state restrictions.

For more than 20 years, the FDA label-
ing had limited dispensing to a subset of
specialty offices and clinics, due to safety
concerns. During the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the FDA temporarily suspended the in-
person requirement.

The agency later said a new scientific re-
view by agency staff supported easing ac-
cess, concurring with numerous medical
societies that had long said the restriction
wasn’t necessary.

Two drugmakers that make brand-name
and generic versions of abortion pills re-
quested the latest FDA label update. Agen-
cy rules require a company to file an appli-
cation before modifying dispensing re-
strictions on drugs.

Danco Laboratories, which sells brand-
ed Mifeprex, said in a statement the
change “is critically important to expand-
ing access to medication abortion services
and will provide health care providers”
with another option for prescribing the
drug.

The American College of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists called the update an
“important step” forward.
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Russia: Troops’ phone use led to attack

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Unautho-
rized use of cellphones by Rus-
sian soldiers led to a deadly Uk-
rainian rocket attack on the fa-
cility where they were sta-
tioned, according to the Russian
military, as it raised the death
toll from the weekend attack to
89.

Gen. Lt. Sergei Sevryukov
said in a statement late Tuesday
that phone signals allowed Ky-
iv’s forces to “determine the co-
ordinates of the location of mil-
itary personnel” and launch a
strike.

The Russian military is tak-
ing unspecified measures to
“prevent similar tragic inci-
dents in the future,” Sevryukov
said, and promised to punish of-
ficials responsible for the blun-
der.

The attack, one of the dea-
dliest on the Kremlin’s forces

since the start of the war over 10
months ago, occurred one min-
ute into the new year, according
to Sevryukov.

It was the latest blow to the
Kremlin’s military prestige as it
struggles to progress with its in-
vasion of its neighbor, and
stirred renewed criticism in-
side Russia of the way the war is
being conducted amid a suc-
cessful Ukrainian counteroffen-
sive.

Ukrainian forces fired six
rockets from a U.S.-provided
HIMARS multiple launch sys-
tem at a building where the sol-
diers were stationed. Two rock-
ets were downed but four hit the
building and detonated,
prompting the collapse of the
structure.

Details of the strike have
trickled out in recent days.

UK. intelligence officials
said Wednesday that Moscow’s

“unprofessional” military prac-
tices were likely partly to blame
for the high casualty rate on the
troops.

“Given the extent of the dam-
age, there is a realistic possibil-
ity that ammunition was being
stored near to troop accommo-
dation, which detonated during
the strike, creating secondary
explosions,” the U.K. Defense
Ministry said in a Twitter post.

In the same post, the ministry
said that the building struck by
Ukrainian missiles was little
more than 7.5 miles from the
front line, within “one of the
most contested areas of the con-
flict,” in the partially Russian-
occupied Donetsk region.

“The Russian military has a
record of unsafe ammunition
storage from well before the
current war, but this incident
highlights how unprofessional
practices contribute to Russia’s

high casualty rate,” the update
added.

Meanwhile, the Kremlin-ap-
pointed leader of the Donetsk
region, one of four that Moscow
illegally annexed in September,
on Wednesday praised the
“courage and true heroism” of
the dead Russian soldiers.

Denis Pushilin said in a Tele-
gram post that some of those
killed tried to pull their com-
rades from the burning build-
ing.

In Samara, in southwestern
Russia, locals on Tuesday gath-
ered for an Orthodox service in
memory of the dead. The ser-
vice was followed by a minute’s
silence, and flowers were laid at
a Soviet-era war memorial, the
state RIA Novosti agency re-
ported. Unconfirmed reports in
Russian-language media said
the victims were mobilized re-
servists from the region.

Pope Francis hails ‘gentle’
Benedict ahead of funeral

Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran-
cis praised Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict XVI’s “acute and gentle
thought” as he presided over a
packed Wednesday general au-
dience in the Vatican, while thou-
sands of people paid tribute to the
former pope on the final day of
public viewing in St. Peter’s Bas-
ilica.

Francis was greeted by an en-
thusiastic crowd in the Paul VI
auditorium and shouts of “Vivail
papa!” or “Long live the pope” as
he arrived for his weekly cate-
chism appointment.

This week’s audience was con-
ducted as tens of thousands of
people continued to flock to St.
Peter’s Basilica to pay their re-
spects before Benedict’s body, ly-
ing in state. The first two days of
viewing drew a total of 135,000
people. Wednesday’s viewing be-
gan before dawn and was set to
end in early evening.

Francis is due to preside over
the late German pope’s funeral on
Thursday, an event that is draw-
ing heads of state and royalty de-
spite Benedict’s requests for sim-
plicity and Vatican efforts to keep
the first Vatican funeral for an
emeritus pope in modern times
low-key.

Francis drew applause when
he opened his remarks by noting
all those who were outside paying
tribute to Benedict, whom he
called a “great master of cateche-
sis.”

“His acute and gentle thought
was not self-referential, but ec-
clesial, because he always want-
ed to accompany us in the en-
counter withJesus,” Francissaid.

Later Wednesday, Vatican offi-
cials were to place Benedict’s
body in a cypress coffin along
with a brief, written summary of
his historic papacy, the coins
minted during his pontificate and
his pallium stoles.

US reopening visa and
consular services in Cuba

Associated Press

HAVANA — The United
States Embassy in Cuba is reo-
pening visa and consular servic-
es Wednesday, the first time it
has done so since a spate of un-
explained health incidents
among diplomatic staff in 2017
slashed the American presence
in Havana.

The Embassy confirmed this
week it will begin processing
immigrant visas, with a priority
placed on permits to reunite Cu-
bans with family in the U.S., and
others like the diversity visa lot-
tery.

The resumption comes amid
the greatest migratory flight
from Cuba in decades, which
has placed pressure on the Bi-
den administration to open
more legal pathways to Cubans
and start a dialogue with the Cu-
ban government, despite a his-
torically tense relationship.

They are anticipated to give

out at least 20,000 visas a year,
though it’s just a drop in the
bucket of the migratory tide,
which is fueled by intensifying
economic and political crises on
the island.

In late December, U.S. au-
thorities reported stopping Cu-
bans 34,675 times along the
Mexico border in November, up
21% from 28,848 times in Octo-
ber. Month-to-month, that num-
ber has gradually risen. Cubans
are now the second-largest na-
tionality after Mexicans ap-
pearing on the border, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection da-
ta shows.

The growing migration is due
to a complex array of factors, in-
cluding economic, energy and
political crises, as well deep dis-
content among Cubans.

The exodus from Cuba is also
compounded by rising migra-
tion to the U.S. from other coun-
tries like Haiti and Venezuela.
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Universities increase pool
offered in-state tuition

s SIOUX FALLS —

South Dakota’s six
public universities plan to offer
in-state tuition rates to students
from Wisconsin and Illinois by
next fall.

The South Dakota Advantage
plan has until now offered in-
state tuition to undergraduates
and graduate students from
Colorado, Iowa, Montana, Ne-
braska, North Dakota and
Wyoming residents, the Argus
Leader reported Thursday. The
Board of Regents voted to add
Wisconsin and Illinois to the list
earlier this month.

Officials at South Dakota’s
universities say the move
should boost enrollment and
lead to more graduates remain-
ing in South Dakota. The re-
gents said in a Dec. 9 news re-
lease that about 30% of nonresi-
dent students remain in-state
following graduation.

In-state students and stu-
dents from states in the South
Dakota Advantage plan will pay
about $253.85 per credit hour at
Black Hills State University,
Dakota State University and
Northern State University.

They will pay $259.10 per
credit hour in undergraduate
studies at the University of
South Dakota and South Dakota
State University and $260.55
per credit hour in undergrad-
uate studies at South Dakota
Mines.

Lawyer: Facial recognition
led to mistaken arrest

NEW ORLEANS —
Louisiana authorities’
use of facial recognition tech-
nology led to the mistaken-iden-
tity arrest of a Georgia man on a

fugitive warrant, an attorney
said in a case that renews atten-
tion to racial disparities in the
use of the digital tool.

Randall Reid, 28, was jailed in
late November in DeKalb Coun-
ty, Ga., The Times-Picayune/
The New Orleans Advocate re-
ported.

His attorney, Tommy Caloge-
ro, said authorities erroneously
linked Reid to purse thefts in
Jefferson Parish and Baton
Rouge. Reid, arrested on Nov.
25, was released Dec. 1.

Reid is Black, and his arrest
brings new attention to the use
of a technology critics say re-
sultsin a higher rate of misiden-
tification of people of color than
of white people.

“They told me I had a warrant
out of Jefferson Parish. I said,
‘What is Jefferson Parish?’”
Reid said. “I have never been to
Louisiana a day in my life. Then
they told me it was for theft. So
not only have I not been to Loui-
siana, I also don’t steal.”

Senator cited for
intoxication while in car

Sc LEXINGTON — A

South Carolina state
senator said he was cited for
public intoxication early New
Year’s Day while sitting in his
parked car after realizing he
drank too much and shouldn’t
be driving.

Republican Sen. Tom Davis
said he had been sitting in his
parked car for over an hour
Sunday when a Lexington Po-
lice officer approached him and
eventually issued a ticket for
public intoxication.

“Moments after leaving a so-
cial gathering where alcohol
was consumed, Senator Davis
recognized he should not be
driving. In an effort to be safe

and responsible, he pulled his
vehicle into a nearby parking
lot, disengaged it and sat in it,”
the law firm retained by Davis
said in a statement.

Lexington Police didn’t re-
spond to an email Monday seek-
ing a copy of the public intoxica-
tion ticket or other information.
Town offices, including munici-
pal court, were closed Monday
for the New Year’s holiday.

Suspected gas blast
levels 2 homes, hurts 5

P A PHILADELPHIA —

A suspected gas ex-
plosion a few hours into the new
year demolished two Philadel-
phia row homes and damaged
others, sending several people
to the hospital, authorities said.

Fire department officials said
the blast occurred shortly be-
fore 3 a.m. Sunday in the Port
Richmond neighborhood of
northeast Philadelphia.

Two buildings were reduced
to rubble while others had win-
dows blown out, while several
cars were pushed from the
street and debris was scattered
everywhere.

Assistant Fire Chief Charles
Walker said two people man-
aged to free themselves but one
person had to be dug out of the
rubble. A 65-year-old man was
critically injured and a 60-year-
old woman had critical burns,
WTXF-TV reported. Police re-
ported three other victims, at
least two of them in stable con-
dition.

One dead, three injured

in plane crash at airport

U PROVO — A small
plane with four pas-

sengers crashed at a Utah air-
port on Monday, killing one and

injuring the other three, accord-
ing to city officials in Provo.

The plane crashed immedi-
ately after takeoff and one of the
three survivors was transported
to the hospital in critical condi-
tion. The other two sustained
“minor bumps and bruises,” of-
ficials said.

The National Transportation
Safety Board tweeted that it was
investigating the crash of the
aircraft, which it identified as
an Embraer S05, a light busi-
ness jet.

Brian Torgersen, the airport
manager, told FOX13 that the
scene of the crash was “devas-
tating” and was surprised that
two of those on board made it
out with relatively minor inju-
ries.

Man sentenced in theft
case involving resort

wv CHARLESTON —

A Maryland man
who admitted stealing hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars
from a southern West Virginia
resort where he was the mainte-
nance director has been sen-
tenced to two years and three
months in federal prison.

Dhanraj Singh, 62, of Bowie,
Md.,, also paid back more than
$382,000 that he admitted to
embezzling from the resort,
U.S. Attorney Will Thompson
said in a news release. The
statement did not name the re-
sort.

From 2017 until July 2020,
Singh submitted fake invoices
that either requested reim-
bursement for maintenance
work that never occurred or in-
flated the cost of work per-
formed, according to court rec-
ords.

— From wire reports

STARSK #STRIPES

Single source convenience, reliably independent. Visit www.stripes.com.

Reporting
World, National

and Military News




PaGe 6

e STRIPES LITE °

Wednesday, January 4, 2023

Hamlin’s recovery moving in positive direction

Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. —
Damar Hamlin’s recovery is
moving in “a positive direction”
two days after the Buffalo Bills
safety collapsed and went into
cardiac arrest during a game
against Cincinnati, the player’s
marketing representative said

Wednesday.
“We all remain optimistic,”
Jordon Rooney, a family

spokesman who described him-
self as a good friend of the
player, told The Associated
Press by phone. He said he was
unable to go into further detail
on Hamlin’s status at the re-
quest of his family not to pro-
vide specifics.

On Tuesday, the Bills said
Hamlin was listed in critical
condition.

Rooney said Hamlin’s family
was staying positive and buoy-
ed by the outpouring of world-
wide support the Bills player
has received since his heart
stopped and he was resuscitat-
ed on the field before being
loaded into an ambulance and
transported the University of
Cincinnati Medical Center.

“They are elated right now,”

Rooney said. “Damar is still
their first concern. But for
them, they always look at how
they can turn a somewhat trou-
bling situation into a good one.
The bounce back from this, for
him and his family is going to be
incredible.”

Rooney’s update comes after
Hamlin’s uncle, Dorrian Glenn,
told numerous media outlets
Tuesday night there were some
encouraging signs in his ne-
phew’s progress, such as doc-
tors lowering the level of oxy-
gen Hamlin needs from 100% to
50%.

“He’s still sedated right
now,” Glenn told CNN. “They
just want him to have a better
chance of recovering better. So
they feel that if he’s sedated, his
body can heal a lot faster than if
he was woke and possibly cause
other complications.”

Rooney did want to clarify
one thing Glenn said by saying
there was a misunderstanding
when the uncle said Hamlin
had to be resuscitated twice.
Rooney said that “isn’t exactly
true,” without going into fur-
ther detail.

The chilling scene of Ham-

lin’s collapse, which played out
in front of a North American tel-
evision audience on ESPN’s
“Monday Night Football,” has
put the NFL on hold, with the
pivotal game suspended indefi-
nitely. The Kansas Chiefs (13-3)
are battling with the Bills (12-3)
and Bengals (11-4) for the No. 1
seed in the AFC.

The Bengals led 7-3 in the
first quarter when the game
was stopped. The NFL is sched-
uled to begin playoffs on Jan. 14.
The No. 1 seed in each confe-
rence gets a first-round bye and
home-field advantage through-
out the playoffs.

It’s uncertain how the league
will handle seedings if the Bills-
Bengals game isn’t concluded.
The NFL could push the start of
the playoffs back one week and
eliminate the extra week in be-
tween the conference cham-
pionship games and Super
Bowl. The Pro Bowl Games are
scheduled for Feb. S.

The Bills, who returned to
Buffalo early Tuesday, are
scheduled to hold team meet-
ings and a walkthrough prac-
tice on Wednesday. They are
expected to resume practicing

on Thursday in advance of their
home game against the New
England Patriots on Sunday.

Players and fans from across
the NFL rallied to Hamlin’s
support, with vigils held in Cin-
cinnati and outside the Bills’
home stadium. The shock of
what happened also reverberat-
ed in Pittsburgh, where the 24-
year-old Hamlin grew up and
was determined to give back to
those in need.

Hamlin was hurt in the first
quarter when he was struck
squarely in the chest while
making what appeared to be
routine tackle of Bengals re-
ceiver Tee Higgins. Hamlin
briefly got up and adjusted his

facemask before collapsing
backward.
Hamlin is from McKees

Rocks, a hardscrabble exurb of
Pittsburgh, and was selected by
Buffalo in the sixth round of the
2021 draft out of the University
of Pittsburgh. He spent his roo-
kie season limited to special
teams roles, and took over the
starting job in Week 3 in place
of veteran Micah Hyde, who re-
mains sidelined by a neck inju-

ry.

Panthers, Harbaugh discuss head coaching job

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Carolina Pan-
thers owner David Tepper has talked to
University of Michigan head football
coach Jim Harbaugh about the team’s
head coaching position, according to a
person familiar with the situation.

The person characterized the meeting
as a conversation, not an interview. The
person spoke to The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity on Tuesday be-
cause the team does not typically release
details of its coaching search.

Charlotte Sports Live was first to report
the conversation.

The Panthers’ head coaching search is
expected to begin in earnest in the com-
ing weeks.

Carolina (6-10) was eliminated from
playoff contention on Sunday following a
30-24 loss to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Steve Wilks has been serving as inter-
im head coach after Matt Rhule was fired
in the middle of his third season as head
coach. The Panthers are 5-6 under Wilks.

Carolina is required to interview at
least two minority candidates in person,
and those can’t come until after the wild-
card weekend if those coaches are em-
ployed by another NFL team.

Harbaugh has had success coaching at
the NFL and college levels.

He coached the San Francisco 49ers
from 2011-2014, winning two NFC West
titles and reaching the NFC champion-
ship game three times in four seasons.
He was 44-19-1 during that span and
helped the 49ers get to Super Bowl 47,
where they lost 34-31 to the Baltimore
Ravens.

He left the 49ers after going 8-8 in 2014
— the only season the 49ers didn’t make

the postseason under his direction — to
take the job at Michigan.

The S9-year-old Harbaugh has spent
the past eight seasons coaching the Wol-
verines, compiling a 74-25 record. Michi-
gan was 13-0 this season before getting
upset this past weekend by TCU in the
College Football Playoffs.

Harbaugh also spent four seasons as
head coach of Stanford and three more at
San Diego.

He was the AP NFL Coach of the Year
in 2011 and AP College Coach of the Year
in 2021.

He spent 15 seasons as an NFL quar-
terback, wrapping up his career with a
short stint with the Panthers in 2001,
although he didn’t play.

The Panthers, who have failed to reach
the playoffs the past five seasons, wrap
up the season Sunday at New Orleans.
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Nowell, Kansas State top No. 6 Texas

Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Markquis
Nowell had 36 points and nine
assistsas Kansas StatebeatNo. 6
Texas 116-103 on Tuesday night,
setting a school scoring record
with a stunning offensive out-
burst that gave first-year Wild-
cats coach Jerome Tang his big-
gest victory.

The Wildcats poured in S8
points in the first half behind
64% shooting and eight three-
pointers. Kansas State then held
off a Texas rally as the Long-
horns made 11 consecutive shots
in the second half and shaved a
20-point deficit under 10 with
just under five minutes left.

“We wanted to be aggressive
the first five minutes,” said No-
well, who was one assist shy of
being the first Kansas State
player with atleast 30 points and
10 assists. “We’re areally dange-
rous team when we get it going
downhill.”

And they never let up, espe-
cially in the second half as the
teams traded basket after bas-
ket.

Keyontae Johnson added 28
points and nine rebounds for the
Wildcats (13-1, 2-0 Big 12),
whose free-flowing offense with
Nowell leading the way found
just about any open shot the
team wanted. Nowell came into
the game No. 2 nationally in as-
sists, and his shifty drives and
nifty passing had Texas defen-
ders looking for the ball all
game.

Tyrese Hunter scored 29
points and Marcus Carr had 27
for the Longhorns, handed their
first loss in their new arena, the
Moody Center.

Kansas State also sent the
Longhorns (12-2, 1-1) to their
first loss since head coach Chris
Beard was suspended indefi-
nitely without pay following his
Dec.12 arrest on a felony family
violence charge. Assistant
coach Rodney Terry has been
acting head coach since then
and had led Texas to five
straight wins, including a victo-
ry at Oklahoma in the Big 12
opener.

The 116 points were the most

Texas has permitted in a Big 12
game.

“We’ll work hard to get a lot
better defensively,” Terry said.
“(Nowell) put his will on the
game.”

No. 3 Kansas 75, Texas Tech
72: KJ Adams scored the last of
his 16 points on a breakaway
dunk with seven seconds re-
maining, and the Jayhawks end-
ed Texas Tech’s home winning
streak at 29 games.

Dajuan Harris scored 18
points for Kansas (13-1, 2-0 Big
12), who led by a dozen points
early in the second half but al-
lowed the Red Raiderstomakeit
close at the finish. Jalen Wilson
had 14 points and Gradey Dick
scored 11.

No. 7 Alabama 84, Mississip-
pi 62: Brandon Miller scored 17
points, Marc Sears had 18 and
host Alabama beat Mississippi.

The Crimson Tide (12-2, 2-0
Southeastern Conference)
raced toa21-point halftimelead,
shot 9-for-20 on three-pointers
and placed five scorers in dou-
blefigures. The Rebels (8-5,0-2)

finished just 2-for-24 on threes
(8.3%) in their third straight
loss.

No. 8 Tennessee 87, Missis-
sippi State 53: Santiago Vesco-
viscored 14 points, Zakai Zeigler
had 11 points and 10 assists, and
host Tennessee beat Mississippi
State.

The Volunteers @12-2, 2-0
Southeastern Conference)
scored the first 16 points of the
game and won for the 24th con-
secutive time at home, dating to
the last game of the 2020-21 sea-
son.

Pittsburgh 68, No. 11 Virgi-
nia 65: Blake Hinson scored 16
points, Jamarius Burton added
1S and host Pittsburgh rallied
past Virginia.

No. 14 Wisconsin 63, Minne-
sota60: Steven Crowl scored 17
points, Chucky Hepburn had 16
and host Wisconsin held off Min-
nesota for its sixth straight win.

Fresno State 71, No. 21 New
Mexico 67: Isaih Moore scored
16 points and host Fresno State
upended New Mexico, the last
unbeaten team in the nation.

NCAA recommendations call for bigger championship events

Associated Press

Bigger brackets. Less bureaucracy. More
benefits for athletes.

The NCAA Division I transformation com-
mittee wrapped up months of work with a 22-
page report released Tuesday that recom-
mends a variety of changes at the top level of
college sports, but only one likely to catch the
attention of the average fan.

The commiittee is recommending allowing
25% of teams in sports sponsored by at least
200 schools to compete in annual champion-
ship events. That opens the door to possible
expansion of the popular March Madness
basketball tournaments from 68 to as many as
90 teams each.

Expanding the tournaments is not immi-
nent and might not even be likely in the near
future even if the recommendation is adopt-
ed.

“Each sport will have the opportunity to
take a look, comprehensively, at what the im-
pact of expanded brackets might be and
whether or not it’s something they should pur-

sue for their particular championship,” said
Ohio University athletic director Julie Crom-
er, who is the co-chairperson of the commit-
tee.

The final report will be presented to the Di-
vision I Board of Directors for consideration
ahead of next week’s NCAA conventionin San
Antonio.

Led by Cromer and Southeastern Confe-
rence Commissioner Greg Sankey, the 21-
member committee comprised mostly of col-
lege sports administrators and university
presidents held weekly meetings for most of
the last year. Sankey, Cromer and others have
been discussing some of the details publicly
for weeks.

The goal was to reform the highest and
most lucrative level of college athletics, which
includes more than 350 schools. The result
will be changes that could largely go unno-
ticed outside college sports and could take
years to play out.

No schools will be getting booted from Divi-
sion I and the committee recommended giv-

ing schools approximately two years to meet
enhanced membership expectations. The
committee also said NCAA revenue could be
used to subsidize schools in need of help meet-
ing those new expectations.

“I don’t think what we’ve done today makes
it cost prohibitive to be a Division I member,”
Cromer said.

Among the notable recommendations:

B Require schools to create a “direct path-
way for full-time clinical services of alicensed
mental health professional exclusively dedi-
cated to serving student-athletes.”

B Schools and conferences should create
Student-Athlete Advisory Committees, simi-
larto those used by the NCAA to allow athletes
to be more involved in decisions.

B Require more accountability, training
and certification for coaches.

The committee also recommended ex-
panding permissible benefits to athletes to in-
clude more pay for travel, elite training away
from the school, educational incidentals and
more money toward housing and meals.
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Sabres honor Bills’ Hamlin in OT win

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Damar
Hamlin was forefront in the
minds of the Buffalo Sabres
from the time they woke up on a
game day through the end of
their 5-4 overtime victory at the
Washington Capitals on Tues-
day night.

It was evident from the
“LOVE FOR 3” shirts players
wore into the arena to Hamlin’s
jersey number in Bills colors on
the lapel of general manager
Kevyn Adams, who did not even
want to talk about Tage Thomp-
son’s hat trick and his team’s
seventh victory in eight games.
He and the Sabres were entirely
focused on Hamlin, the Bills
safety who remained hospital-
ized in critical condition in Cin-
cinnati after collapsing and go-
ing into cardiac arrest during
Buffalo’s NFL. game Monday
night against the Bengals.

“What happened last night is
something that makes the game
itself and any sport secondary,
so it was a tough day for all of
us,” Adams said in speaking for
the organization. “There’s an
emotional connection to the city
from our team. It was tough, to
be honest, this morning, the
conversations. But (players) al-
so, I think, know how much our
team means to this city and just

wanted to be able to go out and
do what we could today to put
our best foot forward.”

That added up to some in-
credible symmetry: Thompson
scoring three goals, including
the third exactly 3 minutes into
3-on-3 OT, on Jan. 3. One of the
new faces of the Sabres fran-
chise, Thompson now has 30
goals this season.

Rangers 5, Hurricanes 3: Ar-
temi Panarin, K’Andre Miller
and Filip Chytil scored third-pe-
riod goals as host New York
snapped Carolina’s 11-game
winning streak.

Jacob Trouba and Mika Ziba-
nejad also scored for the Ran-
gers, who are 10-2-1 in their last
13 games.

The Hurricanes had points in
17 straight (15-0-2) and hadn’t
lost in regulation since Nov. 23
to Arizona.

Blues 6, Maple Leafs 5 (SO):
Brayden Schenn scored on the
power play and again in the
shootout to give visiting St.
Louis a victory over Toronto.

Schenn put away the winner
in the tiebreaker after Robert
Thomas and Pavel Buchnevich
scored on Maple Leafs goalie
Ilya Samsonov.

Brandon Saad scored twice,
including one short-handed.
Jordan Kyrou and Josh Leivo

also scored, and Jordan Bin-
nington made 20 saves.

Kings 3, Stars 2: Adrian
Kempe broke a tie on a power
play midway through the third
period and host Los Angeles
ended Dallas’ four-game win-
ning streak.

Pheonix Copley made 28
saves for his seventh straight
victory.

Predators 6, Canadiens 3:
Mattias Ekholm, Tommy Novak
and Roman Josi each had a goal
and an assist to lead host Nash-
ville to a victory over Montreal.

Cole Caufield, Josh Anderson
and Brendan Gallagher scored
for the slumping Canadiens,
who have lost six straight and
nine of 10.

Lightning 4, Blackhawks 1:
Alex Killorn snapped a tie in the
third period and visiting Tampa
Bay beat Chicago for its fourth
straight victory.

Brandon Hagel added a goal
and an assist as the Lightning
won for the 11th time in 14
games.

Chicago dropped
straight.

Kraken 5, Oilers 2: Jaden
Schwartz had a goal and two as-
sists and visiting Seattle scored
four consecutive goals in the
second period to beat Edmon-
ton.

its fifth

Matty Beniers, Yanni
Gourde, Jared McCann and
Alex Wennberg also scored for
the surprising Kraken (20-
12-4).

Panthers 5, Coyotes 3: Mat-
thew Tkachuk scored his first
hat trick for host Florida in a win
over Arizona.

Tkachuk was acquired last
summer in a trade with the Cal-
gary Flames. Florida also got a
pair of goals from Eric Staal and
33 saves from Spencer Knight to
end a two-game skid.

Islanders 6, Canucks 2:
Mathew Barzal had a goal and
two assists as visiting New York
beat struggling Vancouver.

Jean-Gabriel Pageau scored
twice — once on a power play
and then shorthanded late into
an empty net. Aatu Raty, An-
ders Lee and Casey Cizikas also
had goals for the Islanders.

Senators 4, Blue Jackets O:
Anton Forsberg made 22 saves
for his second NHL shutout,
Tim Stutzle had a goal and an as-
sist and host Ottawa beat Co-
lumbus.

Jets 3, Flames 2: Sam Gagn-
er tipped in Ville Heinola’s
point shot with 5:40 left to help
host Winnipeg beat Calgary.

Brenden Dillon and Josh
Morrissey also scored for the
Jets.

Antetokounmpo scores 55, lifting Bucks past Wizards

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Giannis
Antetokounmpo says he wants
to produce with so much consis-
tency that it causes boredom.

That’s the only respect in
which the two-time MVP has
fallen short lately.

Antetokounmpo scored a ca-
reer-high SS points with a series
of thrilling dunks and drives as
the Milwaukee Bucks beat
Washington 123-113 on Tuesday
night, snapping the Wizards’
five-game winning streak. The
spectacular forward also had 10

rebounds and seven assists to
continue arguably the best
stretch of his career.

“I want to get in a position ...
that my game is boring,” Ante-
tokounmpo said. “I just do what
I do and people don’t talk about
itbecause itbecomes boring —1I
do it every single night. That’s
what I want to do. I want other
people to feel like my game is
boring. But I don’t get bored.
The greats — the best players —
never get bored. They go out
there and they always give their
best any given night.”

Antetokounmpo has at least
40 points, 10 rebounds and five
assists in each of the last three
games he’s played. He sat out a
loss to the Wizards on Sunday
because of a sore left knee.

“He’s been kind of playing
with this kind of determination,
this kind of just willing us in
games,” coach Mike Budenhol-
zer said. “Tonight we were able
to win it. He’s just been pheno-
menal.”

Thunder 150, Celtics 117:
Josh Giddey scored a season-
high 25 points and short-handed

host Oklahoma City blew out
NBA-leading Boston.

Oklahoma City’s Shai Gilge-
ous-Alexander, who averages
30.8 points per game, sat out
with an illness.

Kings 117, Jazz 115: De’Aa-
ron Fox made a driving layup in
the final second and scored 22 of
his 37 points in the fourth quar-
ter to help visiting Sacramento
beat Utah.

Utah’s Lauri Markannen
made a three-pointer at the final
buzzer that was initially ruled
good, but reversed upon replay.
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