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TOKYO — New Defense Secretary Lloyd

Austin has made his first official phone calls

to counterparts in Japan and South Korea,

according to a pair of Pentagon statements

issued over the weekend. 

The discussions took place Saturday, the

day after the retired four-star Army general

was sworn in as the United States’ 28th de-

fense chief and the first Black man to serve

in that role. 

While neither statement mentioned Chi-

na or North Korea by name, both said Aus-

tin addressed a broad range of defense and

security issues in the Indo-Pacific region,

including in the South and East China Seas,

which Beijing views as its territory. The

U.S. considers those areas to be internation-

al waters, and the Navy and Air Force fre-

quently carry out freedom-of-navigation

operations there. 

In his conversation with Japanese De-

fense Minister Nobuo Kishi, Austin dis-

cussed the importance of “ensuring the

readiness” of the approximately 54,000 U.S.

troops in Japan during the coronavirus pan-

demic. He also affirmed that the U.S. mil-

itary would respond to any attack on the

Senkakus — uninhabited islets in the East

China Sea that are controlled by Japan but

claimed by China and Taiwan. 

Japan frequently urges China to halt in-

cursions into Japanese waters around the

Senkakus and to stop harassing fishing

boats there. Last year, Chinese vessels

made a record 333 trips near the islets, ac-

cording to the Japan Coast Guard. 

The defense secretaries also discussed

the need to continue construction at Camp

Schwab in rural, northern Okinawa, so that

aircraft, including a fleet of MV-22 Osprey

tiltrotors, stationed at Marine Corps Air Sta-

tion Futenma can be moved there. 

Schwab was chosen in 1997 as the site to

replace MCAS Futenma, which is in a more

populated area in the south, and eliminate

residents’ safety concerns. 

The Japanese government supports relo-

cating MCAS Futenma to Schwab, but Oki-

nawa Gov. Denny Tamaki recently wrote to

President Joe Biden and Vice President Ka-

mala Harris asking that they reconsider the

plan. 

In his call with South Korea’s defense

minister, Austin and Suh Wook reaffirmed

their nations’ “ironclad” alliance and “ex-

changed views on the security environment

on the Korean Peninsula and in the region,”

the Pentagon said. 

That statement, which was less detailed

than the one about Austin’s call with Kishi,

also said the U.S. and South Korean defense

ministers “noted the need to maintain the

readiness of Alliance combined forces.” 

The U.S. military has had to cancel or re-

duce in scope many joint exercises with

South Korea since former President Donald

Trump met with North Korean leader Kim

Jong Un and began diplomatic efforts to

persuade the North to give up its nuclear

weapons.

In the fall, the commander of U.S. Forces

Korea, Army Gen. Robert Abrams, said the

U.S. military has had to send air crews off

the peninsula for live-fire training due to lo-

cal disputes with South Koreans over noise

and other complaints. 

Austin reviews security with Japan, S. Korea
BY AARON KIDD

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary

Lloyd Austin, in his first directive since

taking office, has given his senior leaders

two weeks to send him reports on sexual

assault prevention programs in the mili-

tary, and an assessment of what has

worked and what hasn’t. 

Austin’s memo, which went out Satur-

day, fulfills a commitment he made to sen-

ators last week during confirmation hear-

ings. He had vowed to immediately ad-

dress the problems of sexual assault and

harassment in the ranks. 

“This is a leadership issue,” Austin said

in his two-page memo. “We will lead.” 

Senator after senator demanded to know

what Austin planned to do about the prob-

lem, which defense and military leaders

have grappled with for years. Reports of

sexual assaults have steadily gone up

since 2006, according to department re-

ports, including a 13% jump in 2018 and a

3% increase in 2019. The 2020 data is not

yet available. 

The 2018 increase fueled congressional

anger over the issue, and lawmakers have

repeatedly called for action, including

changes in the Code of Military Justice. 

“You do agree that we can’t keep doing

the same thing that we’ve been doing for

the past decade?” Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand,

D-N.Y., said during Austin’s confirmation

hearing. “Do I have your commitment to

be relentless on this issue until we can end

the scourge of sexual violence in the mil-

itary?” 

Austin agreed, telling senators, “This

starts with me and you can count on me

getting after this on Day One.” 

Technically, the directive came on Day

Two. 

Austin arrived at the Pentagon on Fri-

day shortly after noon, but he spent his

first hours as defense chief in meetings

with key leaders as he began the transition

to his new job. 

He was in the Pentagon again Saturday,

making calls to defense counterparts

around the world, and he signed the me-

mo. 

In his hearing and in the memo, Austin

acknowledged that the military has long

struggled with the problem, but must do

better. 

The directive calls for each leader to

submit a summary of the sexual assault

and harassment measures they have taken

in the last year that show promise, and an

assessment of those that didn’t. And he

asked for relevant data for the past dec-

ade, including efforts to support victims. 

“Include in your report the considera-

tion of novel approaches to any of these ar-

eas,” he said, adding that “we must not be

afraid to get creative.” 

And Austin said he plans to host a meet-

ing on the matter with senior leaders in the

coming days. 

DOD chief to address sex assault issues
Associated Press
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CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Okinawans

called on President Joe Biden this week to

reconsider construction of a new Marine

Corps airfield on the island, while others in

Japan hope he’ll push for an accounting of

Japanese citizens kidnapped by North Ko-

rea.

The relocation of Marine Corps Air Sta-

tion Futenma out of an urban area to a site

under construction farther north at Camp

Schwab in the Henoko district is a sticking

point with many Okinawans. 

Most voters in a February 2019 referen-

dum, 72%, opposed the plan. Just over half

the prefecture’s 1.15 million registered vot-

ers turned out.

“We have showed over and over how we

feel about the new base at Henoko, and even

the public vote showed over 70% of the peo-

ple of Okinawa don’t want the Henoko new

base,” Takashi Kishimoto, director of the

Okinawa Heiwa Undo Center, or Okinawa

Peace Movement Center, told Stars and

Stripes by phone Friday.

As president of a democratic country, Bi-

den should honor the Okinawan people’s

wishes, Kishimoto said. 

Camp Schwab, in a relatively rural sec-

tion of Okinawa, was chosen in 1997 as the

site to replace MCAS Futenma and elimi-

nate safety concerns in Ginowan city, where

Futenma is located. 

Work began in April 2017 to reclaim a

part of Oura Bay for a new runway. But cost

overruns and delays have pushed the com-

pletion date past 2014 to 2030 and the cost

from $2.2 billion to at least $8.7 billion. The

Japanese government supports the plan,

but Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki is a

staunch opponent of the Marines’ relocation

within the prefecture. 

Tamaki wrote on Jan. 13 to Biden, who

was inaugurated Wednesday, and his vice

president, Kamala Harris, asking that they

review the plan, according to a copy of the

letter provided to Stars and Stripes by his

office.

Groups urge Biden to review
Marine island airfield plans

BY MATTHEW M. BURKE

AND AYA ICHIHASHI

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — An Okinawa-
based Marine who helped rescue a comrade
threatening suicide in 2018 has received a medal
for his lifesaving actions.

Sgt. Brandon Antoine, a 3rd Marine Division
radio operator, was awarded the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Medal during a ceremony at Camp
Courtney on Jan. 13, according to a Marine state-
ment released last week. Division commander
Maj. Gen. James Bierman presided over the cer-
emony.

The New Orleans native was awakened by a
commotion early on the morning of June 16,
2018, according to a copy of his citation. He
rushed outside Camp Courtney’s Barracks 4433
and saw an intoxicated Marine threatening to
take his own life by jumping off a fourth-floor air
duct.

Antoine ran up four flights of stairs and
helped Marines pry open a locked bathroom
door, according to the citation. He then instruct-
ed two Marines to hold his legs and waist as he
leaned out from the window. He hung upside-
down 45 feet above the ground for over 10 min-
utes.

Marine on Okinawa
honored for helping
suicidal camp peer

BY MATTHEW M. BURKE

Stars and Stripes 

China and the Philippines have agreed to

build a railway linking a pair of former Amer-

ican military facilities on the island of Luzon

that are still used by visiting U.S. forces.

Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines

Huang Xilian trumpeted the $940 million

deal to link Subic Bay and Clark Air Base —

which comprised America’s largest overseas

military community before they closed fol-

lowing the 1991 eruption of nearby Mount Pi-

natubo — in a Facebook post Saturday. 

China’s state-run Xinhua news agency re-

ported the same day that negotiations be-

tween the two countries over a loan to finance

the project would soon begin.

“Once completed, the railway will build a

resilient linkage between ports, railways and

airports along the Subic-Clark corridor,

which will improve the logistic efficiency,

trim the transportation cost and support the

potential demand for freight services and ec-

onomic activities in the region,” the Chinese

Embassy said according to the agency. 

The 44-mile railway is the most expensive

government-to-government project involv-

ing the two countries and the flagship of Phi-

lippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s “Build,

Build, Build” program, Huang said in his

post. 

A Dec. 29 notice awarding the contract to

the China Harbor Engineering Co., is posted

on the Philippines Department of Transpor-

tation website. 

The firm, which is a subsidiary of the state-

owned China Communications Construction

Co., was accused of transferring funds to a Sri

Lankan politician’s election campaign while

engaging in a number of construction pro-

jects there in 2018, according to the New York

Times. 

Construction on the Subic-Clark project is

estimated to last 42 months, Huang said. 

The railway would have limited impact on

U.S. forces visiting the facilities, although it

could become an issue if the United States

seeks a greater presence in the region, Ian

Chong, an associate professor of political sci-

ence at the National University of Singapore,

said in an email Wednesday.

Philippine officials recently said that a Chi-

nese firm is not in the running to assume con-

trol of the shipyard, the Philippine Daily In-

quirer reported Oct. 3. 

“[Subic is] not going to be a U.S. naval base

like it was, but it would be a U.S./Australian

company doing business to support both the

U.S. and Philippine navies as well as coun-

tries in the region,” Austal’s customer affairs

and business development director, Law-

rence Ryder, told Stars and Stripes in a tele-

phone interview last spring.

A Philippines expert at the University of

Hawaii, Patricio Abinales, described the

Clark-Subic rail announcement as a nice ad-

vertisement, but all words. 

“I do not think this will pull through,” he

said.

Philippines, China to link 2 former US bases
BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes 
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WASHINGTON — Since the Jan. 6 attack

on the Capitol, 38 U.S. Capitol Police em-

ployees have tested positive for coronavi-

rus, the head of the officers’ union said Sat-

urday. Cases are also climbing among

members of the District of Columbia Na-

tional Guard stationed around the Capitol.

The head of the labor committee for the

Capitol Police officers’ Fraternal Order of

Police chapter, Gus Papathanasiou, said he

had been told by the police chief’s office that

38 employees tested positive for the virus.

He said there was no breakdown on how

many were officers at the Capitol on Jan. 6,

but he noted that most civilian employees in

the department telework and would not

have been there during the riot. 

There were about 1,400 Capitol Police of-

ficers on duty. 

A Defense Department official, speaking

on the condition of anonymity because of

the sensitivity of the issue, said Friday that

coronavirus cases among the thousands of

National Guard members who have been

stationed at the Capitol in the past two

weeks continue to climb, pushing some of

them into isolation in hotel rooms in the re-

gion. The District National Guard was

aware of at least 170 cases as of Friday, with

more positive results expected. 

Since Jan. 6, 82 members of the District

police have tested positive for the virus, ac-

cording to statistics posted by the depart-

ment. 

But the department has not been “able to

ascertain if officers who have tested posi-

tive for COVID-19 contracted it as a result of

working during the insurrection at the Capi-

tol on January 6,” Officer Hugh Carew said

Saturday. He noted that District police offi-

cers have continued to work around the city

since that day and so might have contracted

the virus elsewhere.

Police, Guard virus cases
on rise after Capitol riot

The Washington Post 

Like a speeding car whose brake lines

have been cut, the coronavirus variant first

spotted in Britain is spreading at an alarm-

ing rate and isn’t responding to established

ways of slowing the pandemic, according to

Danish scientists who have one of the

world’s best views into the new, more conta-

gious strain. 

Cases involving the variant are increas-

ing 70percent a week in Denmark, despite a

strict lockdown, according to Denmark’s

State Serum Institute, a government agency

that tracks diseases and advises health pol-

icy.

“We’re losing some of the tools that we

have to control the epidemic,” said Tyra

Grove Krause, scientific director of the in-

stitute, which last week began sequencing

every positive coronavirus test to check for

mutations. By contrast, the United States is

sequencing 0.3 percent of cases, ranking it

43rd in the world and leaving it largely blind

to the variant’s spread.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson on

Friday suggested for the first time that the

variant may be more deadly than the origi-

nal virus. Because it can spread more eas-

ily, it can also quickly overwhelm medical

systems, turning previously survivable

bouts with the virus into perilous ones if

hospitals are full and medical care is limit-

ed. 

Danish public health officials say that if it

weren’t for their extensive monitoring, they

would be feeling a false sense of confidence

right now. Overall, new daily confirmed

cases of the coronavirus in Denmark have

been dropping for a month. 

“Without this variant, we would be in re-

ally good shape,” said Camilla Holten Moll-

er, the co-leader of the State Serum Institute

group modeling the spread of the virus. 

“If you just look at the reproduction num-

ber, you just wouldn’t see that it was in

growth underneath at all,” she said. 

But the British variant is spreading so

quickly that Danish authorities project it

will be the dominant strain of the virus in

their country as early as mid-February. 

That would put Denmark ahead of the

U.S., where the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention warned Friday that the U.K.

variant, known as B.1.1.7, could be preva-

lent by March. 

UK varient

causes fear

in Denmark
The Washington Post

Straining under record numbers of CO-

VID-19 patients, hundreds of the nation’s in-

tensive care units are running out of space

and supplies and competing to hire tempora-

ry traveling nurses at soaring rates. Many of

the facilities are clustered in the South and

West. 

An Associated Press analysis of federal

hospital data shows that since November, the

share of U.S. hospitals nearing the breaking

point has doubled. More than 40 percent of

Americans now live in areas running out of

ICU space, with only 15 percent of beds still

available. 

Intensive care units are the final defense

for the sickest of the sick, patients who are

nearly suffocating or facing organ failure.

Nurses who work in the most stressed ICUs,

changing IV bags and monitoring patients on

breathing machines, are exhausted. 

According to data through Thursday from

the COVID Tracking Project, hospitalizations

are still high in the West and the South, with

over 80,000 current COVID-19 hospital pa-

tients in those regions. Encouragingly, hospi-

talizations appear to have either plateaued or

are trending downward across all regions. It’s
unclear whether the easing will continue with
more contagious versions of the virus arising
and snags in the rollout of vaccines. 

In New Mexico, one surging hospital sys-
tem brought in 300 temporary nurses from
outside the state, at a cost of millions of dol-
lars, to deal with overflowing ICU patients.

“It’s been horrid,” said Dr. Jason Mitchell,
chief medical officer for Presbyterian
Healthcare Services in Albuquerque. He’s
comforted that the hospital never activated its
plan for rationing lifesaving care, which
would have required a triage team to rank pa-
tients with numerical scores based on who
was least likely to survive. 

“It’s a relief that we never had to actually do
it,” Mitchell said.

But the biggest problem is competing with
other hospitals for traveling nurses. 

Houston Methodist Hospital recently paid
$8,000 retention bonuses to keep staff nurses
from signing up with agencies that would
send them to other hot spots. Pay for traveling
nurses can reach $6,000 per week, an entice-
ment that can benefit a nurse but can seem
like poaching to the hospital executives who
watch nurses leave. 

2 in 5 Americans live where

coronavirus strains ICUs
Associated Press 
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The takeover in 2016 by right-wing extre-

mists of a federal bird sanctuary in Oregon.

A standoff in 1992 between white separa-

tists and federal agents in Ruby Ridge, Ida-

ho. The 1995 bombing of a federal building

in Oklahoma City that killed 168 people.

Right-wing extremism has previously

played out for the most part in isolated pock-

ets of America and in its smaller cities. The

deadly assault by rioters on the U.S. Capitol,

in contrast, targeted the very heart of gov-

ernment.

And it brought together, in large num-

bers, members of disparate groups, creat-

ing an opportunity for extremists to estab-

lish links with each other.

That, an expert says, potentially sets the

stage for more violent actions.

“The events themselves, and participa-

tion in them, has a radicalizing effect. And

they also have an inspirational effect. The

battle of Capitol Hill is now part of the my-

thology,” said Brian Michael Jenkins, a ter-

rorism expert and senior adviser to the

president of the Rand Corp. think tank. 

Mary McCord, a former acting U.S. as-

sistant attorney general for national securi-

ty, said the climate for the insurrection had

been building throughout the Trump presi-

dency. 

She cited the 2017 “Unite the Right” white

supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Va.,

that killed one person, aggressive demon-

strations at statehouses by armed protes-

ters railing against COVID-19 public health

safety orders and mass shootings by people

motivated by hate. 

“All have led to this moment,” McCord,

now a visiting law professor at Georgetown

University Law Center, said in an email. 

The Southern Poverty Law Center, which

monitors U.S. extremists, has recorded a

55% increase in the number of white nation-

alist hate groups since 2017. 

Among those who participated in the Jan.

6 assault on the U.S. Capitol were members

of the Oath Keepers; the Proud Boys neo-

fascist group; followers of QAnon, which

spreads unfounded conspiracy theories;

racists and anti-Semites; and others with

nearly blind devotion to then-President Do-

nald Trump. 

“January 6th was kind of a Woodstock of

the angry right,” Jenkins said in an inter-

view. “The mere fact those groups were

coming together, mingling, sharing this an-

ger, displaying this passion — it is going to

have effects.” 

Jenkins said that the next phase for the

extremist groups and people who saw

Trump as a savior could transform into a

broader national movement in which fac-

tions coordinate and combine their assets. 

Or the widespread condemnation of the

insurrection could cause the movement to

shrink, leaving more determined elements

to strike out on their own and launch at-

tacks.

Extremists in US evolved over decades
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — It’s a club

Donald Trump was never really

interested in joining and cer-

tainly not so soon: the cadre of

former commanders in chief

who revere the presidency

enough to put aside often bitter

political differences and even

join together in a common cause. 

Members of the ex-presidents

club pose together for pictures.

They smile and pat each other on

the back while milling around

historic events, or sit somberly

side by side at VIP funerals.

They take on special projects to-

gether. They rarely criticize one

another and tend to offer even

fewer harsh words about their

White House successors. 

Like so many other presiden-

tial traditions, however, this is

one Trump seems likely to flout.

Now that he’s left office, it’s hard

to see him embracing the state-

ly, exclusive club.

“He kind of laughed at the ve-

ry notion that he would be ac-

cepted in the presidents club,”

said Kate Andersen Brower,

who interviewed Trump in 2019

for her book “Team of Five: The

Presidents’ Club in the Age of

Trump.” “He was like, ‘I don’t

think I’ll be accepted.’” 

It’s equally clear that the

club’s other members don’t

much want him — at least for

now. 

Former Presidents Barack

Obama, George W. Bush and Bill

Clinton recorded a three-minute

video from Arlington National

Cemetery after President Joe

Biden’s inauguration, praising

peaceful presidential succes-

sion as a core of American de-

mocracy. The segment included

no mention of Trump by name,

but stood as a stark rebuke of his

behavior since losing Novem-

ber’s election.

Jeffrey Engel, founding direc-

tor of the Center for Presidential

History at Southern Methodist

University in Dallas, said Trump

isn’t a good fit for the ex-presi-

dents club “because he’s tem-

peramentally different.” 

Trump shuns ex-presidents
club — the feeling is mutual

Associated Press 

BEIJING — The U.S. has reaf-

firmed its support for Taiwan

following China’s dispatch of

warplanes near the island in an

apparent attempt to intimidate i

ts democratic government and

test the resolve of the new Amer-

ican presidential administra-

tion.

The U.S. State Department on

Saturday said it was concerned

by China’s “pattern of ongoing

attempts to intimidate its neigh-

bors, including Taiwan.”

“We urge Beijing to cease its

military, diplomatic, and eco-

nomic pressure against Taiwan

and instead engage in meaning-

ful dialogue with Taiwan’s dem-

ocratically elected representa-

tives,” Ned Price, a spokesman

for the department, said in the

statement. 

Taiwan’s Defense Ministry

said China on Saturday sent

eight bombers capable of carry-

ing nuclear weapons and four

fighter jets into its air defense

identification zone just south-

west of the island. The ministry

said China on Sunday sent an-

other 16 military aircraft of var-

ious types into the same area.

The ministry said Taiwan re-

sponded by scrambling fight-

ers, broadcasting warnings by

radio and “deploying air de-

fense missile systems to moni-

tor the activity.” 

There was no immediate Chi-

nese comment on Sunday. 

The overflights were part of a

long-standing pattern of incur-

sions aimed at pressuring the

government of President Tsai

Ing-wen into caving to Beijing’s

demand that she recognize Tai-

wan as a part of Chinese territo-

ry. 

They come on the heels of

President Joe Biden’s inaugu-

ration, emphasizing the island’s

enduring position in the pano-

ply of divisive issues between

the sides that also include hu-

man rights, trade disputes and,

most recently, questions about

China’s initial response to the

coronavirus pandemic. 

US vouches for Taiwan
following Chinese flyby

Associated Press 
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Lawmaker proposes ‘Bigfoot’
hunting season

OK
OKLAHOMA CITY — A myth-

ical, ape-like creature that has

captured the imagination of adventurers

for decades has now become the target of a

state lawmaker in Oklahoma.

A Republican House member has intro-

duced a bill that would create a Bigfoot

hunting season. Rep. Justin Humphrey’s

district includes the heavily forested

Ouachita Mountains in southeast Oklaho-

ma, where a Bigfoot festival is held each

year near the Arkansas border. He says is-

suing a state hunting license and tag could

help boost tourism. 

Humphrey says his bill would only allow

trapping and that he also hopes to secure

$25,000 to be offered as a bounty.

Cop investigated after man
jumps off highway

CT
HARTFORD — A man wanted

for alleged robbery in Connecti-

cut jumped off a highway in Hartford and

fell 70 feet while fleeing police — an inci-

dent that prompted an investigation into the

use of force by West Hartford officers.

State police said the man was taken to a

hospital after jumping off an elevated por-

tion of Interstate 84. Hartford prosecutors

asked state police to investigate a “potential

use of force incident,” state police said.

The pursuit began in West Hartford

when local officers observed a vehicle they

said was wanted in connection with past

crimes. State police said officers followed

the vehicle and used spiked sticks to try to

stop it.

The female driver and a male passenger

got out of the vehicle. The woman, Maia

Marieliz, was taken into custody, while the

man ran and jumped over a concrete bar-

rier, state police said. 

TSA agent convicted for
inappropriate scam

CA
LOS ANGELES — A former

Transportation Security Admin-

istration agent who was accused of tricking

a traveler into showing her breasts as she

went through security at Los Angeles Inter-

national Airport pleaded no contest to false

imprisonment, authorities said.

The woman told investigators that Joh-

nathon Lomeli told her he had to look inside

her bra to ensure she wasn’t hiding any-

thing, had her hold her pants away from her

waist for a check, and then said he would

take her to a private room for further secu-

rity screening, prosecutors said.

But when they were alone on an elevator,

Lomeli told the woman he could perform

the screening there and ordered her to lift

her shirt and show her breasts, then looked

down her pants, she said.

University adds 5 names 
to enslaved memorial

VA
CHARLOTTESVILLE — The

names of five family members

were added to a memorial to enslaved

workers at the University of Virginia in

Charlottesville. 

The Daily Progress reported that the

names were officially added at a private

dedication. 

The University of Virginia’s Memorial to

Enslaved Laborers acknowledges and hon-

ors an estimated 4,000 people who built and

worked at the university. It was designed by

Thomas Jefferson, the nation’s third presi-

dent. 

The names that were added were Davy

Hern, Fanny Gillette Hern, Bonnycastle

Hern, Lily Hern and Ben Snowden. The

name of a sixth family member, Thirmston

Hern, is already part of the memorial. 

Former officer charged with
selling testosterone

NC
CLAYTON — A former North

Carolina police officer who was

once honored as his department’s “officer

of the year” has been charged with making

and selling a steroid that promotes muscle

growth, according to court documents.

Former Clayton Police Officer Owen

Phillips, 40, was indicted by a grand jury on

charges of possession with intent to manu-

facture, sell and deliver testosterone; sale

and delivery of testosterone; and manufac-

ture of testosterone, the documents stated.

Phillips was named the Clayton Police

Department’s Officer of the Year in 2015

and the Town of Clayton’s Employee of the

Year in 2017, according to the town’s web-

site.

Sheriff: Naked man stole 
and crashed police car

FL
Jacksonville — A naked Florida

man stole what news footage

showed to be a marked police vehicle and

crashed it in a wooded area, officials said.

Joshua Shenker, 22, was arrested after

the crash on charges including theft of a

motor vehicle, aggravated battery on a law

enforcement officer, depriving an officer of

means of communication or protection and

resisting an officer without violence, ac-

cording to a Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office re-

port.

Officers responded to reports of a naked

man running along Interstate 10 in western

Jacksonville. Shenker was lying in the the

roadway when an officer stopped on the op-

posite side of the route, the report said.

Shenker then ran across the highway lanes

toward the officer, officials said.

Rare black rhinoceros born 
in captivity at zoo

KS
GARDEN CITY — A rare black

rhinoceros has been born in cap-

tivity at the Lee Richardson Zoo in Garden

City.

The male rhino was born to 10-year-old

Johari and her 7-year-old mate Jabari, the

zoo said in a news release. The pair were

moved from zoos in Cleveland and Atlanta

in 2016 as part of the Association of Zoos and

Aquariums’ Eastern Black Rhinoceros Spe-

cies Survival Plan. 

Mother and baby will be kept indoors for

bonding and until weather conditions are

appropriate for them to venture outside, the

release said.

— From The Associated Press
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Like many baseball writers, C. Trent Ro-

secrans viewed the Hall of Fame vote as a

labor of love. The ballot would arrive

around the end of November, and it would

keep him occupied for much of December.

He’d write down his research on players in

anotebook and feel butterflies when putting

his ballot in the mail. 

Then it was time for his most recent vote,

and the whole process felt quite different. 

“That ballot sat out unopened until after

Christmas, because I knew what was in it,”

Rosecrans said. “And it wasn’t something I

enjoyed.” 

The results of the 2021 vote will be an-

nounced Tuesday, and Rosecrans wasn’t

alone in finding the task particularly agoniz-

ing this time around. With Curt Schilling’s

candidacy now front and center — and Bar-

ry Bonds and Roger Clemens still on the

ballot as well — voters have had to consider

how much a player’s off-field behavior

should affect his Hall of Fame chances. 

For years, suspicions of performance-en-

hancing drug use have played a significant

role in the voting. Now, some writers are

reassessing other concerns about some of

the game’s biggest stars — from Schilling’s

incendiary social media presence to domes-

tic violence allegations against Bonds and

others. 

Ken Rosenthal, Rosecrans’ colleague

with The Athletic, began a recent column

this way: “I hate my Hall of Fame ballot. It

might be my last.” 

The top returning vote-getter on this

year’s ballot is Schilling, who a year ago

came within 20 votes of being elected by the

Baseball Writers’ Association of America.

His support now seems to have stalled.

As of early Saturday, Schilling had re-

ceived 75.3% approval on ballots tallied at

Ryan Thibodaux’s tracker, but that pace

probably isn’t good enough. A player needs

75% for induction — and in the past, Schill-

ing has fared far worse on private, unre-

leased ballots that aren’t part of Thibo-

daux’s tracker. 

Schilling has turned off voters with his

post-career behavior. ESPN suspended him

from the Little League World Series a few

years ago over a tweet in which he com-

pared Muslim extremists to Nazi-era Ger-

mans. He was later fired by the network for

Facebook comments about transgender

people. 

On Jan. 6, the day of the attack on the U.S.

Capitol, he said the following in a message

on his Twitter account: 

“You cowards sat on your hands, did

nothing while liberal trash looted rioted and

burned for air Jordan’s and big screens, sit

back .... and watch folks start a confronta-

tion for (expletive) that matters like rights,

democracy and the end of govt corruption.”

That tweet was a few days after Hall of

Fame ballots were due, but Rosecrans had

already decided not to support Schilling —

even though he’d voted for him in the past. 

It remains up to the voters to decide how

they’ll weigh off-field issues when evaluat-

ing Hall of Fame candidates. The Hall in-

structs voters to take into account “the play-

er’s record, playing ability, integrity,

sportsmanship, character, and contribu-

tions to the team(s) on which the player

played.” 

But the Hall is still primarily a baseball

honor. Right now, the sport’s career leaders

in home runs (Bonds) and hits (Pete Rose)

are not enshrined. Neither is Clemens, with

his seven Cy Young Awards, or Schilling,

with his dazzling postseason resume.

If too many of the top players are left out

— particularly if it’s for nonbaseball rea-

sons — could the Hall lose credibility as a

baseball shrine?

Lynn Henning, a former columnist for the

Detroit News, understands what makes

some of these candidates objectionable —

but he doesn’t think the Hall of Fame vote is

the right forum for holding them account-

able. 

“I believe there is a separate realm in

which we can and must discuss all of those

points, but I don’t think it should be adjudi-

cated on a Hall of Fame ballot,” Henning

said.

Character concerns complicate Hall of Fame votes
Associated Press 

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates —

Dustin Poirier stopped Conor McGregor

with a flurry of punches midway through

the second round Sunday, avenging his loss

to the Irish superstar with a knockout victo-

ry at UFC 257.

Poirier (26-7) caught McGregor with a

series of shots to the head before buckling

his knees with two left hands. Poirier then

sent McGregor to the canvas with a short

right hand and finished it at 2:32 of the sec-

ond, setting off stunned excitement among

the few thousand screaming fans allowed

inside the Etihad Arena on Yas Island.

“I think this is a title fight,” Poirier said of

their lightweight bout. “I’m the champion.”

In his first fight in a year, McGregor

(22-5) had a strong first round before he was

stopped by punches for the first time in his

mixed martial arts career. McGregor,

whose previous four losses all came by sub-

mission, stayed on the canvas for several

moments afterward, gathering himself af-

ter his second loss in his three MMA fights

since 2016.

McGregor and Poirier met for the first

time in September 2014 as featherweights,

and McGregor won by knockout in just 106

seconds during his incredible earlycareer

success. McGregor became the feather-

weight champion 15 months later, while

Poirier rebuilt his career with just one loss

in his next 11 fights.

With a second chance to derail McGregor

while boosting his own hopes of regaining

the lightweight title, Poirier didn’t miss.

“We’re 1-1, so maybe we have to do it

again,” Poirier said.

In the co-main event at UFC 257, three-

time Bellator lightweight champion Mi-

chael Chandler made a stunning debut with

a violent knockout of New Zealand’s Dan

Hooker midway through the first round.

Chandler could be the next matchup for

Poirier in a fight for the lightweight title ap-

parently vacated by long-reigning 155-

pound champ Khabib Nurmagomedov, who

announced his retirement after his final vic-

tory last fall. Nurmagomedov has beaten

both McGregor and Poirier in the past 2½

years.

UFC President Dana White so far has

been unable to persuade Nurmagomedov to

go back on his vow to his mother to quit the

sport after his father’s death, not even for a

wildly lucrative rematch with McGregor,

who repeatedly vowed to fight on after this

loss to Poirier.

Marina Rodriguez opened the pay-per-

view portion of UFC 257 by upsetting fellow

Brazilian strawweight contender Amanda

Ribas. Rodriguez got a second-round stop-

page with a flurry of punches and a knee in

the opening minute.

UFC 257 concluded a run of three shows

in eight days with a few thousand fans al-

lowed inside the promotion’s coronavirus

bubble in the Middle East.

Poirier stops McGregor in second round
Associated Press
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NEW YORK — Brooklyn’s

three superstars were just

enough to overcome Bam Ade-

bayo’s brilliant individual ef-

fort.

Kevin Durant scored 31

points, Kyrie Irving took over

late and had 28 and the Nets

overcame Adebayo’s career-

high 41 points to beat the Miami

Heat 128-124 on Saturday night.

James Harden finished with

12 points, 11 assists and seven

rebounds as the Nets won for

the first time with their Big

Three playing together. They

lost consecutive games with dis-

mal defensive efforts in Cleve-

land and barely got enough

stops to hold off a short-handed

Heat team that had been limited

to 81 points by Toronto a night

earlier.

“It’s not every day you see

this collection of guys playing

together in NBA history, so we

want to take full advantage of

that,” Irving said.

Irving helped pull the Nets

through with 12 points in the fi-

nal 5:48 after the Heat had

erased nearly all of an 18-point

deficit.

Joe Harris added 23 points

and seven three-pointers for

Brooklyn, but the Nets needed

Irving’s 18 points in the final

quarter of a game they had

largely controlled.

“All three of those guys,

they’re just so damn skilled. Off

the dribble, their shooting abil-

ity, their ability to see open play-

ers, and that’s why they’re three

of the best in this business,”

Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said.

“And those are shots that only

great players can manufac-

ture.”

Lakers 101, Bulls 90:Antho-

ny Davis scored a season-high

37 points against his hometown

team, LeBron James added 17

points and 11 rebounds and Los

Angeles improved to 9-0 on the

road.

Zach LaVine led Chicago with

21 points and 10 rebounds.

Nuggets 120, Suns 112 (2

OT):

Nikola Jokic had 29 points

and 22 rebounds, Jamal Murray

hit a difficult three-pointer to

force overtime and visiting

Denver outlasted Phoenix.

The Suns played without All-

Star guard Devin Booker for the

first time this season. Averaging

a team-high 22.9 points, he hurt

his left hamstring Friday.

76ers 114, Pistons 110:Joel

Embiid had 33 points and 14 re-

bounds, and his two free throws

with 7.2 seconds left helped vis-

iting Philadelphia seal a victory

over Detroit.

Ben Simmons added 20

points, nine rebounds and seven

assists for the 76ers, and he

made a couple big free throws of

his own in the final minute.

Jazz 127, Warriors 108: Do-

novan Mitchell had 23 points,

seven rebounds and six assists

and host Utah routed Golden

State for its eighth straight vic-

tory.

Stephen Curry made five

three-pointers for the Warriors

to give him 2,562 in his career —

passing Reggie Miller for sec-

ond place in NBA history.

Rockets  133,  Mavericks

108: Eric Gordon scored a sea-

son-high 33 points, DeMarcus

Cousins had his best game for

Houston with 28 points and 17

rebounds and the Rockets beat

host Dallas.

John Wall had seven points

and eight assists after missing

five games with right knee sore-

ness. It was the first game for

Wall since the James Harden

trade.

Timberwolves 120, Pelicans

110: Naz Reid scored 20 points

and host Minnesota beat New

Orleans to snap a four-game los-

ing streak.

Durant, Irving help Nets hold off Heat
Associated Press

Montreal improved to 4-0-2,

joining the 1968-69 Canadiens

as the only teams in NHL histo-

ry to open a season with six road

games and get at least a point in

each of them.

“We took it one game at a

time, I thought we played well

and we got better as the games

went on, and obviously building

a little bit more chemistry along

the way as well on the ice and off

the ice,” coach Claude Julien

said. 

Perry was promoted off the

taxi squad to replace Joel Ar-

mia, who was concussed by a hit

from Vancouver’s Tyler Myers

as the Canadiens trounced the

Canucks 7-3 on Thursday. Per-

ry, after 14 seasons in Anaheim

and one with Dallas, signed a

one-year deal with Montreal be-

fore this season.

“It was quick, the first couple

shifts. But once you get in the

flow of the game, I’ve played a

few games in this league so it

comes back,” the 35-year-old

Perry said. “I felt good overall.

The hands felt good. I played

with some pretty good players

tonight, so it made it easy on

me.”

Blue Jackets 5, Lightning 2:

Hours after trading disgruntled

center Pierre-Luc Dubois, host

Columbus got three first-period

goals and beat Tampa Bay. 

Nick Foligno, Mikhail Grigo-

renko, Vladislav Gavrikov, Zach

Werenski and Eric Robinson

scored, and Elvis Merzlikins

had 30 saves as the Blue Jackets

played their most explosive

game of the season. Fifteen dif-

ferent Columbus players re-

corded points. 

Victor Hedman and Ondrej

Palat scored for the Lightning,

who lost for the first time in

their first four games. Andrei

Vasilevsky made 22 saves. 

Bruins 6, Flyers 1: Brad Mar-

chand and Patrice Bergeron

had two goals apiece and Bos-

ton, which hadn’t led by two

goals in any of its first four

games this season, scored five

times in a row to pull away and

beat visiting Philadelphia.

Charlie Coyle and Craig

Smith each had a goal and an as-

sist in the second period to

break open a 1-1 tie. Marchand

scored twice in the third, and

Bergeron finished it off with his

second goal of the night to help

the Bruins earn their second

straight victory over the Flyers. 

Blues 4, Kings 2: Torey Krug

scored his first goal with host St.

Louis and David Perron added a

goal and an assist. 

Adrian Kempe and Dustin

Brown scored for Los Angeles,

which was playing in its first

road game of the season. Vince

Dunn and Jaden Schwartz

scored the other goals for the

blues.

Jordan Binnington has start-

ed all five games for St. Louis

and is 3-1-1. He stopped 21 shots.

Kings backup goalie Calvin

Petersen made his second start

and stopped 25 shots.

Jets 6, Senators 3: Andrew

Copp scored twice, and Paul

Stastny and Mark Scheifele

each had a goal and two assists

as host Winnipeg scored four

times in the third to rally for the

win over Ottawa.

Kye Connor and Nikolaj Eh-

lers also scored to help the Jets

beat the Senators for the third

straight time. Blake Wheeler

had three assists and Connor

Hellebuyck finished with 18

saves. Evgenii Dadonov, Brady

Tkachuk and Nick Paul scored

for Ottawa.

Road Warriors: Canadiens too much for Canucks
Associated Press 
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SPOKANE, Wash. — Drew Timme

scored 22 points and freshman Jalen Suggs

came close to a triple-double, helping top-

ranked Gonzaga rout Pacific 95-49 on Sat-

urday night for its 19th consecutive victory

dating to last season. 

Corey Kispert had 16 points, and Joel

Ayayi added 12 for Gonzaga (15-0, 6-0 West

Coast Conference), which won its 47th con-

secutive home game — the longest streak in

the nation. Suggs finished with nine points,

11 rebounds and eight assists. 

No. 2 Baylor 81, Oklahoma State 66:

Jared Butler scored 22 points and the vis-

iting Bears overcame a halftime deficit to

beat the undermanned Cowboys. 

Oklahoma State guard Cade Cunning-

ham, the Big 12 Conference’s leading

scorer, did not play because of COVID-19

protocols. Key reserve Rondel Walker also

sat out, leaving the team with eight players

available. 

No. 3 Villanova 71, Providence 56: Col-

lin Gillespie and Justin Moore scored 15

points apiece and the host Wildcats beat the

Friars for their eighth straight victory. 

Caleb Daniels added 12 points and Jer-

maine Samuels had 10 for Villanova (10-1,

5-0 Big East). 

Alyn Breed scored 18 points for Provi-

dence (8-7, 4-5). 

No. 19 Missouri 73, No. 6 Tennessee

64 : Xavier Pinson scored 27 points to lead

the Tigers to a road win.

Pinson became the first opponent to score

more than 20 points against the Volunteers

this season. Dru Smith added 18 for Missou-

ri (10-2, 4-2 Southeastern Conference). 

No. 8 Houston 68, Temple 51: Marcus

Sasser and Quentin Grimes each scored 15

points and the visiting Cougars rolled to

their sixth straight victory. 

Houston (13-1, 8-1 American Athletic

Conference) also beat the Owls on Dec. 22.

Grimes and Sasser hit consecutive early

threes to build a 19-point lead. Jake Forres-

ter led Temple (3-4, 2-4) with 15 points, and

Khalif Battle had 14.

Oklahoma 75, No. 9 Kansas 68:De’Vion

Harmon scored 22 points and the host Soon-

ers beat the Jayhawks for their second vic-

tory of the month over a Top 10 opponent. 

Oklahoma (9-4, 5-3 Big 12) has won three

of its last four games against Kansas (10-5,

4-4) in Norman and is 8-1 at home this sea-

son — including a victory over then-No. 9

West Virginia on Jan. 2. 

No. 15 Ohio State 74, No. 10 Wisconsin

62: E.J. Liddell scored 20 points and Buck-

eyes never trailed in a road win. 

Ohio State (12-4, 6-4 Big Ten) has beaten

Top 15 teams in each of its last three road

games to underscore the conference’s lack

of a true homecourt advantage this season

with no spectators due to the pandemic. The

Buckeyes beat then-No. 15 Rutgers on Jan. 9

and then--No. 14 Illinois on Jan. 16. Illinois is

now 22nd and Rutgers unranked. 

No. 11 Creighton 74, No. 23 UConn 66:

Denzel Mahoney scored 20 points and the

host Bluejays broke open a close game in

the last 10 minutes to beat the Huskies. 

Creighton (11-4, 7-3 Big East) shot 58% in

the second half to avoid its first three-game

losing streak since February 2019. Maho-

ney made 8 of 14 shots from the field. 

No. 13 Virginia 64, Georgia Tech 62:

Sam Hauser scored 11 of his 22 points dur-

ing a 15-2 second-half run and the host Cav-

aliers survived a scare before rallying to

beat the Yellow Jackets. 

Kihei Clark scored only two points for

Virginia (10-2, 6-0 Atlantic Coast Confer-

ence), but they came on a short jumper with

1:09 left that broke a 62-all tie. 

No. 14 West Virginia 79, Kansas State

47: Miles McBride scored 18 points to help

the Mountaineers win on the road in their

first game in two weeks because of CO-

VID-19 protocols.. 

Jalen Bridges added 12 points and Taz

Sherman had 10 for West Virginia (10-4, 3-3

Big 12). 

Syracuse 78, No. 16 Virginia Tech 60:

Quincy Guerrier had 20 points, Marek

Doelzaj added 18 and Alan Griffin had 15

points, 10 rebounds and a career-high seven

blocks to help the Orange win at home. 

The Hokies closed to 47-44 on a lay-in by

David N’Guessan with 13:45 to go, then Sy-

racuse (9-4, 3-3 Atlantic Coast Conference)

outscored Virginia Tech 31-9 to build its big-

gest lead of the game at 78-53. 

Maryland 63, No. 17 Minnesota 49: Er-

ic Ayala had 21 points and three steals to

help the Terrapins deliver another road up-

set of a ranked Big Ten opponent, a wire-to-

wire victory over the Golden Gophers. 

Donta Scott added 15 points and 11 re-

bounds for Maryland (9-7, 3-6), which limit-

ed Minnesota’s Liam Robbins to six points

on 2-for-6 shooting before the 7-footer

fouled out. 

No. 18 Alabama 81, Mississippi State

73: Herbert Jones had 17 points and seven

assists to help the Crimson Tide win at

home. 

Alabama (13-3, 8-0 Southeastern Confer-

ence) won its ninth straight overall and has

won eight consecutive SEC games for the

first time since starting league play 8-0 in

the 1986-87 season. The Bulldogs (9-7, 4-4)

cut an 11-point second-half deficit down to

three in the final minute, but John Petty Jr.

answered with a three-pointer with 32 sec-

onds left. 

Florida State 80, No. 20 Clemson 61:

Balsa Koprivica had 13 points and 10 re-

bounds and the host Seminoles pulled away

early to rout the Tigers for their fourth

straight victory.

Sardaar Calhoun added a career-best 13

points for Florida State (9-2, 5-1 Atlantic

Coast Conference). He made 4 of 5 three-

pointers. 

Oregon State 75, No. 21 Oregon 64:

Ethan Thompson scored 19 points, Warith

Alatishe had 14 points and 16 rebounds and

the Beavers earned a road win.

Jarod Lucas added 13 points, and Oregon

State (8-5, 4-3 Pac-12) had a 42-23 rebound-

ing edge en route to its third straight victo-

ry. 

Eugene Omoruyi had 15 points and nine

rebounds for the Ducks (9-3, 4-2), playing

without four projected starters.

Stanford 73, No. 24 UCLA 72 (OT): Os-

car da Silva scored off an inbound pass as

time expired in overtime to lift the Cardinal

to a win in Santa Cruz, Calif., ending the

Bruins’ unbeaten streak in the Pac-12. 

Louisville  70, Duke 65: Carlik Jones

scored 19 of his 24 points in the second half

and the Cardinals sent the Blue Devils to

their third straight loss on Saturday.

Both teams plummeted out of the Top 25

rankings this week — Duke for the first time

since Feb. 8, 2016 — but Louisville, which

fell just outside the rankings, could find it-

self back in after snapping a two-game los-

ing streak.

Navy 69, Army 62: Greg Summers had

17 points and 12 rebounds to lead five Mid-

shipmen in double figures as they won their

ninth straight game, getting past the visiting

Black Knights.

Patrick Dorsey added 13 points for Navy

(10-1, 7-0 Patriot League). Cam Davis

chipped in 11, Jaylen Walker scored 10 and

Richard Njoku had 10. 

Lonnie Grayson had 18 points and eight

rebounds for Army (8-4, 4-3).

No. 1 Gonzaga wins 19th straight
Associated Press 
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